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AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 


direction. | also research Irish records. 
Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Wednesday, July 3, 2024 


A Sad Message On A Photo 


My mother Edna Forgey-Kapple was born in Granada, Nicaragua. Her father Charles Lynn 
Forgey was a US Marine serving in Nicaragua. He married my grandmother Graciela Del 
Castillo, a Nicaraguan, in 1919. My mother was born in April 1921. 


My grandfather Charles Lynn Forgey returned to the United States without my mother and 
grandmother at some point after my mother's birth. I've found him referred to as Dick Forgey 
in Brownstown Banner newspapers. His hometown newspaper in Jackson County, Indiana. 


Here we see my grandfather mentioned in a visiting newspaper announcement published 
July 4th 1923. 


a‘ here . 
, who has been in the 
; West for the past nine years, is here 
visitipg relatives and friends, 
»| Ployd Emmons and wife of Browns-| 
Jul 4 1923 


In August 1923 Dick Forgey is again mentioned in the Brownstown Banner. 


https://annettekapple. blogspot.com 


- 


Search This 
Blog 


My Blog List 
+ 


Geneabloggers 
Blogiversary 
Spotlight Getting 2 
the Roots 

3 weeks ago 


Arlene Eakle's 
Tennessee Blog 
The DAR, The 
WPA, and your 
Genealogy 

3 years ago 


Followers 


1/34 


7/3/24, 6:56 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


|p ‘ with relatives, 
went to Detroit, Mich, 
Moray te visit his brother, Claude. 
Mrs. Kose Jackson has been on the 
aick Let but is better at this writing. 
Mr, und rs. Dan McElfresh of Mar- | 
tin’« Grove called on friends here § _ 


day, 
“birs. Sam Emmons and Miss Nuna| 


Aug | 1923 


The fact my grandfather had been in Nicaragua hasn't been mentioned and likely hidden. My 
mother thought he had no plans to bring her and my grandmother to the United States. He 
may have wanted to start again and abandon them. 


My grandmother's father had died and he supported the family. My grandmother struggled to 
feed my mother after her father left. 


My grandmother had no choice but to track down my grandfather by contacting his family in 
Indiana. She sent the photo with the message below of my mother asking if he remembered 
her? 
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My mother believed his father probably encouraged my grandfather to do the right thing and 
support his wife and child. 


In 1925 my grandfather finally did the right thing and brought his wife and my mother out to 
join him in California. 


My grandfather did show some pride in my mother when he sent this photo to his family in 
Indiana. He said my mother could speak both Spanish and English. | am sorry my mother 
never saw this photo and the writing on the back. | had never seen it until recently. 
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Was this a happy ending? It was good for my mother and grandmother to have been rescued 
from a difficult life in Nicaragua. My mother, however, felt she had been abandoned by her 
father all of her life, and it really hurt her. It saddened me to see the photo with my 


grandmother's plea on the back. 


My grandfather Forgey was too young and immature to marry in 1919. He was only 20 years 
old. | never thought about his age before. | never really did the math. | think | would have 
talked to my mother about his age if | had known his age at marriage to help her try to 


overcome sadness and feelings of abandonment. 


| feel fortunate that | always felt loved by my parents and never experienced a sense of 


abandonment. I'm sorry about what happened to my mother. 
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Saturday, June 22, 2024 


New Ancestry DNA Enhanced Shared 
Matches Pro Tool Feature/Helpful and Meh 
at the same time 


é 
Shared mator Zz Your ? bone sapote’s: 


| have subscribed to Ancestry for a month in order to use the new "Enhanced Shared 
Matches" Pro Tool showing how many centimorgans, cMs, your matches share with each 
other. This has been a wonderful feature which has been available for years at 23andMe, 
and MyHeritage, at no additional charge. You need to have a regular Ancestry subscription in 
order to add Pro Tools, which is an additional $10 a month. 
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My main reason for using this feature is so | can see how shared matches are related to each 
other on a brickwall line. I'm using this mainly with my mother's kit. | don't really care how all 
30,000 of my mother's matches are related to us. I'm just interested in matches descended 
from George Lafayette Campbell. I've been trying to resolve a brickwall on our Campbell line 
for over 20 years. Our ancestor Sarah Campbell died young. She also died before the 1850 
Census, so we don't have any information from when she was alive as to where she was 
born? She was married to Anderson Wray and had a few children before her death. Only 
one Campbell was connected to the Wray family, his name was James Campbell and there is 
no surviving information about where he was from, or his relationship to Sarah Campbell- 
Wray? The children of Sarah stated on census records that she was born in Tennessee, and 
that is the only information about her they seemed to have. 


Looking at my mother's matches related to Campbells | noticed there were a number who 
descended from George Lafayette Campbell of Greene County, Tennessee. These matches 
don't appear to relate to us any other way. If matches are closely related to each other such 
as siblings, first cousins, parents and children, it could be that we aren't related through the 
Campbell line. We may share a different line farther back. If they don't all descend from the 
same children of George Lafayette Campbell the circumstantial case is stronger. If we had 
the underlying segment information the case would be stronger still, but AncestryDNA doesn't 
provide this information making the process of attempting to establish relationships slower, 
and more of a hassle. 


I'm gathering up the shared centimorgan information for descendants of George Lafayette 
Campbell and using a spreadsheet to document the shared cMs. I'm not documenting the 
shared cM's of every single descendant, only those sharing over 20cMs with my mother, or 
over 100 cMs with their shared matches, and those descended from different children of 
George. | want to make sure the descendants aren't closely related, or double cousins, or 
there wasn't endogamy in these families. 


| am discovering more close family of my matches, and noting those. Problems I'm running 

into include few people with trees or very limited trees. As | go through the matches I'm again 
looking for matches with more complete trees. One match is related through another line. It's 
crucial to have segment data to sort out matches who may not be related through Campbell. 


It's a slow process sorting through the information because AncestryDNA has information on 
so many pages, unlike MyHeritage where you can see all of the information about a match 
on one page. I've created notes for matches who descend from George Lafayette Campbell. | 
haven't been able to filter notes to bring up only notes regarding those descendants. To get to 
these matches | have to use the Chrome Browser search feature. Every time | return to the 
match list | have to search the notes again, which is another reason I'm only documenting a 
few descendants of George. 


When | Googled to see if there was a way to search notes | got this Al response: "As of 
January 2023, it's not possible to search notes on AncestryDNA, but users can use custom 
groups to help. However, users can find notes and comments for people in their tree on that 
person's profile page. Notes and comments can be found in the research tools bar to the 
right of the profile photo, and in the Tools menu." 


I'm finding some of the matches are very closely related, such as parent child, aunts and 
uncles. Most matches aren't, which is good for my hypothesis. 


Before using the new Pro Tool the matches attached to this tree (below) were our main 
connections to the George Lafayette Campbell family. Using the shared matches tool I've 
found close family members of these matches that don't have trees, or a tree with a couple 
people on it. 
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Susannah Keiser 


I've also looked at some close matches we didn't know how we were related to. Some of 
these matches have close relatives which I've found with the new tool. A couple of their 
matches have trees allowing me to find our relationship. We have thousands of matches and 
I'm not interested in determining how every match is related. This has helped with a few 
close matches, which is good. 


| now have 29 matches sharing descent from George Lafayette Campbell. There are many 
more shared matches without trees who likely share that descent too. 


This is the spreadsheet I've made to track all the shared cM totals and predicted 
relationships. The predicted relationships seem a little too close in some cases. I'm recording 
the match names across the top and side of the spreadsheet and filling in the information. 
There may be a better way, but this is working for me. 


Here is an example of the information I'm recording. This shows how Mary is related to our 
shared matches in the Campbell line. The names of the matches are on the left (I didn't 
include them for privacy reasons). I'll probably add which George Lafayette Campbell child 
each match descends from. 
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It is good to know how many distinct matches you have when looking at shared matches. 
Sometimes people test a bunch of close relatives so your shared matches may be closely 
related. If they are closely related and have not extended their tree far enough back you may 
not be able to determine how you are related. Creating chromosome maps helps confirm 
relationships. You can't do that at Ancestry. 


Also, if AncestryDNA had more information about a match on one page it would save a lot of 
clicking back and forth. 


This new Pro Tool is very helpful, but not a game changer. A chromosome browser or 
segment data would be the game changer we really need. 


Wednesday, May 29, 2024 


Update: All Farmhouses Look Alike / and 
new Tabitha Wray information 


Update from last post: | discovered looking more closely at the house | thought may have 
been in a photo shared on Ancestry.com, as a Moses Wray house, that it doesn't match the 
house in the photo. | knew it wasn't his house, he would have lived in a log house, but 
thought it could have sat on his land. 


The only house | could find similar to that house, using Google Street View, compared more 
carefully, can't be the same house in the old photo. When | looked at Google street view from 
another angle | could see the house didn't have 3 windows on one side. It has only one 
window on the side. 
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Posting about my mistake on Facebook several people identified the house in the photo as 
being a house on Poff Lane. The house was at one time owned by a Wray family, but the 
original owners of the house and property were Wrights. This 1906 built house was 
constructed around a log cabin, likely belonging to the Wrights, sometime before the Civil 
War. 


Looking more carefully at the Inn it doesn't have 3 windows on the side of the house. The 
second floor of the house was destroyed by fire and rebuilt. | suppose windows may have 
been removed when the house was remodeled? An old photo taken in the 50s or 60s also 
shows only two windows, however | don't know which side of the house the photo was taken 
on? Also the slope of the land, looking at the right side of the photo is different. 


Someone would have to verify the house in the photo on Poff Lane is the same house. It may 
not be. Many farm houses were built just like these. The house in the photo may have been 
torn down, or remodeled? | think we are learning which houses are not the house in the 
photo. 
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Old photo 


What we do know is that Moses and Elizabeth Wray owned property on both sides of White 
Oak Bottom Creek, north of Maggotty Creek. 


Some unanswered questions about the location of their land. Is White Oak Bottom Creek the 
same as today's White Oak Creek? Has White Oak Creek always followed the same course? 
Water can always change course and people sometimes change its course. What we do 
know is the creek existed as early as 1755 when Jester Cox made a survey on that creek. 


Moses and Elizabeth also own land on Maggotty creek. So I'm figuring their land on White 
Bottom Creek was likely near where White Bottom Creek emptied into Maggotty Creek? 


New Wray Information 

I've questioned whether Moses Wray's wife Elizabeth Morris could have been the mother of 
all 18 of his children. That seems to be more children than possible for one woman to give 
birth to. It is possible though. It's happened, but not frequently. My ancestor Benjamin Wray 
was one of Moses Wray's oldest children. So was his mother Elizabeth Morris? 


Robert Grant shared some of his research with me. His research, on the Wright family, can 
be viewed at FamilySearch. Sorting some of the Wrights of Southern Virginia : part Ill, 1809 
William Wright of Franklin County, his wife Mary (Grant) Wright and his descendants Sorting 
some of the Wrights of Southern Virginia by Robert Grant contains information about many 
associated families. 


My ancestor Benjamin Wray had a sister named Tabitha Wray-Wright. 
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According to Robert Grant's research Tabitha Wray-Wright's daughter married in 1792. What 
does this mean? It means she was likely born around 1761 or earlier. | had about 1767 as 
the approximate year she was born. It's very likely Elizabeth named Tabitha after her mother, 
her mother's name was Tabitha. My ancestor was born a few years earlier than Tabitha, but 
she was born much earlier than 1767. This suggests that most of Moses Wray's children 
were Elizabeth's. So Elizabeth Morris could be my ancestor Benjamin's mother. 


a pn ha relly 4 
ee ae 


P, Son 


The information provided by Robert Grant proves there is more information out there that 
maybe I've missed? Eventually my questions may be answered. 


Wednesday, May 22, 2024 


Using Parcel Maps to Find Ancestors’ 
Land/Current Owner 


When | visited Franklin County, Virginia last August | mistakenly thought our Wray family 
land was located on Maggotty Creek (Maggodee Creek today). When you research the 
Moses Wray and Elizabeth Morris family online that creek is generally mentioned. If | read 
the deeds more carefully | would have noticed most of the land transactions involving Moses 
and Elizabeth, and their descendants, actually refer to their land being on White Oak Creek. 
Maggotty Creek is also mentioned because it appears their land was located in an area 
where White Oak Creek empties into Maggotty Creek. 


Someone on Facebook provided a link to an old photo they said was of an old Wray family 
house. Not old enough to be the home of Moses Wray and Elizabeth Morris, who lived during 
the 18th and early 19th century, but could be on their land, and could have belonged to a 
descendant. 


| found a similar house using Google street views from previous years. 


The photos below could be of the same house? The oldest photo, apparently, was taken 
decades ago. The other two are screenshots from Google Street View from 2009 and 2012. 
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It's a little hard to compare because one of the houses has been abandoned for quite awhile. 
There are some differences in the sloping of the land between Google Street View and the 
old photo. Street View often doesn't show the sloping of land correctly. | think the gable with 
the window was removed when they installed a corrugated metal roof. There isn't another 
house in that area that looks like that house. 


1318 State Rte 686 9 : 


Sadly the old abandoned house has been torn down, and this is what the site looks like 
today. 
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2261 State Rte 686 


How do | confirm the Wray family owned this land and house? | tried using deeds to trace the 
Moses and Elizabeth Wray land forward. Deeds were not always filed, and the land was 
divided up so many times it's difficult to follow. It's possible the current owners of the land, 
where the house sat, are related to the Wrays, or they might have some information about 
previous land owners? Parcel maps, many are online, provide the names of the current 
owners of a piece of property, and sometimes recent previous owners. The name of the 
current owner also allows you to trace a piece of property backward using deeds or tax 
records. 


Since | had the address number of the property | was able to find the parcel using 

the Franklin County, VA - Online GIS Office. From the home page you select 

the Comprehensive Parcel Viewer. You can click on any parcel to find the owner, or use a 
name, or address. 


The Franklin County, Virginia parcel maps provide the names of the current owners of a 
piece of land and recent land transactions (sometimes older transactions). If there is a house 
on the property the size and age of the house are included. Importantly the information 
includes the deed book and page, plat map, and page. 


Here is the information you get when you click on a parcel. 


Lege! Deuription RT oe 
Lega! Deuription 2 

Joring 

Own 

Legal Accease 

Land Vole 

Building Welue 

Asvostod Total 


Land Use Value 
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If you click on the property card (at the bottom) you get even more information. 


Franklin County, VA nm gecremctdermenin rtm pemntyaenton 
sot renporeiote fot Bee accuracy of Dw content covtainet 

here in and wil net be llebie for ite whnune cr any decisions 

Property Information teens oe tas reperte ceatertn 

Tax Map @ o2reo0zteO Card: 1 

91t Address: 147 WASTE OAK RD 

Owner SPAW WILLIAM J & DIANAL 

Owner Address: 1147 WHITE OAK RD BOONES MILL VA 26065 

Consderation: $85000 Sale Date: ——O7E021 7 

Genntor: SAUL ADAM HALE 

Owed Book Page Plat Hook Page inxtrement 

Nees! SSA)1396 ons 

Total Asseas Valeed Lee Valse inprovement Value Land Use Program Valee 

$424 400 $125,600 $208 200 $51,880 

Acreage: 26.32 Zoning: Al 

Occupancy: Use Class: 

OWELLING AGRIUNDDEY 20-29 ACR 

Right of Way: PURLK Surtace: GRAVEL 

Terrain: ON GRADE Craracterisec: ROLUNGISLOPING 

Water: WELL Sewer: SEPTIC 

Stores: ' Year Hutt: 2022 Age: 

Total Rooms: 5 thed Rooms: 2 Hath Hoomes Pulte Sttalt: 0 

Neat NEAT PUMP Toundation: CINDERDLOCK Caterioe Walls: METAL SIDING 

Gas: NO Root Type: GABLE Intenor Walls: DRYWALL 

Ac ves Electric: vES Rooting: COMPOST TION SHINGLE Foonng: VINYL 

tiweplaces: ' thoes: ' tase Loving Ares: 1400 Total Living Area: 400 

finished Usmt Sq it 0 

Lead Unn Una Unit Unit Unt ‘Unlity 

Description Size Vale Method Adi. Total Value 

OTHER 25.32 53.00 e 0 385,620 » 

WS-C270 ! 525,000 0 525,000 $12,000 

lmgeoverment Unt Unit Unt Unit 

Description Length Width Condition Value 

GENERATOR 0 0 55,000 


Transfer History 


Grantor Grantee Deed Ref instrament Type Instrument Year Instrument Num Transfer Date Consideration 

SAUL DIANE HALE (LE) SAUL ADAM HALE ssa165 e = a152005 $40,000 
SAUL DIANE MALE (LE) MeoIT2 9 20 421305 340 000 
GORDON GRES T & MARY M 207425 e 20 ono 0 


Legal Description: 
RT 63 


Sometimes photos of the structures on a property are included. Since you can't always see 
houses set away from the road using Google Street View it's nice to be able to see the 
structures using the parcel viewer. 


Here is an example of the land transaction information. Generally fairly recent transactions 
are listed. In this case we see a transaction that took place many decades ago when Juanita 
Wray-Murray transferred land to her parents, Frank and Bertha Wray, who died a long time 
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ago. Juanita is a distant cousin of mine. A Thurman family now owns the land and I'm likely a 
distant cousin of this family also. 


Transfer History 


Gramtor Grantee Oeed Ret instrument Type Instrument Year Instrument Num Transfer Date Consideration 
MURRAY JUANITA WRAY THOMPSON ANN M & MURRAY C FREDERICK H1W2515 0 sO 4272007 $0 
WRAY FRANK LCS ULRTHA 10arz89 Q “) wa $0 
MURRAY JUANITA WRAY 337/80 0 #0 ono so 
Legal Description 
RT 684.500NES MILL RD 


la No Skatch Avatabk 


I'm confidant | have found the area where Moses Wray and his wife Elizabeth Morris once 
lived. Sorry | missed visiting that spot on my last trip. Hopefully | can return and visit the 
White Oak creek area. 


I've found parcel maps for many counties, and many states online, | wish they all provided 
the detailed information Franklin County, Virginia provides. 


Monday, April 15, 2024 


Photo Fun And Confusion Apps, DPI, Sizing, 
Storage /Scanning Photos and Negatives 


A collection of our old family cameras 


In the past decade, I've found myself inheriting family photos by the hundreds. Many aren't 
marked. I've been using photo facial recognition software to try to identify people in the 
photos. I've also been looking through old boxes for negatives of our family's lost photos. | 
watched a Legacy Webinar, "Got Old Negatives? Scan Them With Your Phone and These 5 
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(Mostly) Free Apps!" by Elizabeth Swanay O'Neal, on how to use phone apps to scan 
negatives. These apps produce positive images of your negatives so you can get digital 
copies of old photos. I've been meaning for years to try to restore the lost photos, using the 
negatives. 


Scanning Photos 

Scanning old photos has been very time-consuming. It's been especially time-consuming 
because I've rescanned photos more than once. | should have done more research before 
scanning the photos. According to several experts, it's best to scan photos at 300 DPI (dots 
per inch) and as TIFFs. The size of your scanned photos should be at least 1280 x 720 
pixels. The one scanned below was too small to enlarge even on a computer screen. I'm 
rescanning everything not large enough, or that is scanned as a JPEG. 


aylyaog) 2.12PM 
Adobe Mactastop CS Windows 


My laptop had to be restored to factory settings due to a virus. | haven't reinstalled my 
scanner software yet. | decided to use my phone to make copies of some photos. | noticed 
the phone actually saves my photos at a larger size. | used Google Photoscan app for some 
of the photos. Some of the scans didn't come out sharp enough. | then tried using my 
phone's camera, and the results were sometimes better. 


You can see below that the photo on the right is sharper than the one on the left. The one on 
the right was taken using my phone camera, the one on the left was scanned with Google's 
phone app. | think generally, if you're using a phone, just using your camera generally 
produces the best results. 
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A problem using the phone goes back to the DPI (dots per inch) debate. My Google Pixel 
phone saves photos at 96 DPI. The DPI recommended to make prints is at least 300 DPI. 
I've set my scanner to 600 DPI. It does sound like DPI is important if you decide to make 

prints. 


Al overviews are experimental. Loarn more 


No, 96 dots per inch (DPI) is considered low resolution and . —= 

i The recommended mini- . AY . A) 
300 DPI. DP! refers to the * YS 
number of ink Gots on a printed piece, and the more dots 


S$ typically used for wet grapnics 


mum resolution for printing 


. nat 300 DP 72 OP 
per inch, the more detail you'll see when printed. 96 DPI is sida salt 
borderline web resolution and is not acceptable for use in 
printing. Low resolution images print fuzzy, jagged, and blurry. @ 

=~ AY 


From Google Al 


I'm not planning on making prints at this time. | would like to save them at a good resolution 
to print in case family members would like prints. | plan on reloading my scanner software 
and using that instead of my phone. 


| tried using a scanner at a library, but their scanner didn't automatically crop the photos like 
mine. When | cropped the photos myself, the DPI went below 300, down to 120 DPI. 


I've been backing up the photos using Google Photos. | didn't realize they didn't automatically 
save photos at the original quality. Storage saver is the way they save the photos unless you 
choose original quality. The photos are compressed to save storage space. That might be 
fine, but if I've gone to the trouble of producing high-quality scans, | want high-quality 
backups. 


Scanning Negatives 

As | said, | watched the Legacy Webinar about scanning negatives using phone apps. | have 
not made a lightbox yet. A lightbox would produce the best quality prints. I've installed Kodak, 
Photomyne, and Filmbox negative scanning apps on my phone. I'm using Filmbox the most. 
That app seems to produce the best results for me. 
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A te 


Different size negatives I've found. The bottom 35mm negatives, on the bottom, are easiest to develop. 


Filmbox suggested using a laptop screen to scan your negatives. | have actually gotten 
better results using my iPad, which | can lay down flat. 


This scan turned out well. The only thing | don't like is the graininess; otherwise, it's 
acceptable considering | no longer have the original. Better than nothing. 
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| took the negatives to Samy's Camera, in Pasadena, California, and had them scanned 


there. Most photo developing places don't scan or develop old Instamatic camera negatives. 
Below is the photo scan they produced. 


The image produced by Leona at Samy's Camera isn't grainy and is lighter in color. The cost 
to scan these at Samy's Camera is $2.00 per digitized negative photo. That is the least 
expensive scan. The price goes up if you want them scanned larger. For that price, | received 
a CD with the scans, and | brought in a flash drive to also have them saved to. 


Leona, at Samy's Camera, got a better scan than | did, the comparison below. My Filmbox 
scan is dark and grainy, on the left. 


These party photos are from 1973. Some of the negative images may be deteriorating a little. 
Some of the photos were blurry to begin with, as you see in the photos below. The old 
Instamatic camera didn't take good photos of moving objects. 
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Without the original photos, it's hard to say whether the photos developed 50 years ago were 
any clearer or the colors more accurate? 


In the case below, I'm not sure if this old Brownie Camera negative can produce a better 
image? This negative is over 60 years old, taken in May 1962. A wedding photo of my 
parents. I'll eventually have a professional scan it. 


| love old family photos and want to make sure they are backed up and not lost so we can 
continue to relive happy family moments. 


Monday, April 1, 2024 


Can Names Give Us Hints To Family 
Origins/Can AI help? 


Common first names - Male Common first names - Female 
st o teat wing 6 48 formate teal nary b 
Benjamin anf ron ANA a 
h . Elizabett c Madeleine 
= come — Maria Wore Mary Nancy Susannah 
The most common first names in my Family Tree 


This isn't an April Fools' Joke. Yes, in some cases, names can indicate family origins. You 
can use Al, with the caveat that it can sometimes generate inaccurate information, to point to 
a possible place of origin based on naming patterns. 


For instance, no one in the family knew where our Kapple line originated. Doing some library 
research using books on surname origins, we discovered it's of Germanic origin. It's also 
easy to identify colonial American German ancestors because they tend to use different first 
names, sometimes written in German, such as Johann or Ludwig. 
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I've been interested in tracing my colonial American ancestors back to a place of origin in the 
British Isles. In most cases, that is impossible to do because passenger lists weren't kept. 
British Isles ancestors were citizens of the empire and didn't have to swear an oath of 
allegiance when arriving in America. | know my Forgey ancestors were Scots-lrish. Family 
members left a written record of where the family was from, and approximately when they 
came to America, which was in the mid-18th century. The fact that they were Presbyterians 
was also a clue to their origins. 


Most of my colonial ancestors settled in the backcountry. According to the book "Albion's 
Seed," most of these backcountry people were from Northern England. The settlers were 
often from both sides of the Scottish Border, and Ulster Ireland. | know | have several 
Scottish and Scots-lrish lines. 


Lines I'm not sure of the origins of are my Browning, Wray, and Hicks lines. | decided to do a 
quick comparison of popular first names in England and Scotland in the 18th century to see if 
| could relate the choices of names to either England or Scotland. | already know, from my 
Forgey family, that Andrew, James, and Hugh were very popular names for the Scots and 
Scots-lrish. 


According to ChatGPT, these male first names were most popular in 18th-century England: 


© chatapt 


nthe 18th century, some of the most popular male first names in England included 


1. John 
Vitam 
Thornas 
George 

James 

Robert 

Charies 

Joseph 

Edward 


Henry 


These names were commonly used during that period, retiecting the prevailing naming 


conventions and cultural influences of the tirne. 


The most popular 18th Century Scottish male first names according to ChatGPT were: 


1) ChatGPT 
In 18th century Scotiand, some of the mast popular male first names were similar to those in 
England but with some regional variations. Common male names in 16th century Scotland 


included 


1. John 
James 
Willham 
Alexander 
Robert 
David 


Arxirew 


These names were popular among Scottish tamilies during the 18th century and reflect the 


cultural and historical influences of the time 


According to ChatGPT the most popular girls names in 18th century England were: 
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© ChatGPT 
In the 18th century, several female names were popular in England. These names often reflected 


religious and cultural influences of the time. Some of the most common English female names 


during the 18th century included: 


1. Mary 

2. Elizabeth 

3. Sarah 

4. Anne 

5. Jane 

6. Catherine (or Katherine) 
7. Margaret 

8. Susannah 

9. Hannah 

10. Charlotte 


These names were widely used among English-speaking communities and can be found in 


various historical records from the 18th century. 


According to ChatGPT the popular Scottish girls names in the 18th Century were: 


© chatapr 
In 18th century Scotland, many female names were influenced by both Scottish Gaelic traditions 


and broader British naming customs. Some popular Scottish female names during this period 


included: 


1. Janet 

2. Margaret 
3. Isabella 
4. Mary 

5. Catherine 
6. Elizabeth 
7. Agnes 

8. Jean 

9. Marion 


LO. Christian 


These names reflect both traditional Scotti ry aming conventions and broader European 


influences common in Scotland during the 18th century. They were often chosen to honor family 


Some popular names should have been on the Scottish lists are Hugh, and Eleanor. 
Otherwise | think ChatGPT did a good job coming up with popular names. 


The names used by the lowland Scots and English are quite similar not really helping me 
much. The names Andrew, Alexander, are helpful in identifying families with Scottish origins 
in the 18th century, otherwise the names used are basically the same. 


| then gave ChatGPT the names of my ancestors Moses and Elizabeth Wray's children's 
names and asked about this families origins. 
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© You 


Based on these first names where was this family likely from? Moses Morris Ray Ill, Daniel Wray, 
James Bunting Wray, Mary (Wray) Wright, Benjamin Wray, Ezekiel Wray, Jacob Wray, George Wray, 
John Otis Wray, Isaac Wray, Rebecca (Wray) Hitchcock, Tabitha (Wray) Wright, Elijah Morris Wray, 
Margaret (Wray) Graham, William Montgomery Wray, Elizabeth (Wray) Shy, Carey Morris Wray, 
Andrew Morris Wray and Jane (Wray) Warren 


© chatapt 
Based on the first names of this family, it's likely they hailed from English and Scottish regions. The 
presence of names like Moses, Daniel, Benjamin, Ezekiel, Jacob, George, John, Isaac, William, 
Elizabeth, Andrew, and Jane suggests English heritage, as these names were quite common 


among English families during the time period. 


However, the inclusion of names like James, Mary, Rebecca, Tabitha, Elijah, Margaret, and Carey 


hints at Scottish roots. These names were also prevalent in Scottish families during the same era. 


Given this mix of English and Scottish names, it's plausible that this family had ancestors from 
both England and Scotland, reflecting the historical migration patterns and cultural interplay 


between the two countries. 


What ChatGPT came up with is very plausible. | don't know when the Wray's came to 
America. They certainly could have been mixed English and Scottish. 


Moving on to the Browning family. What does ChatGPT have to say about them? 


© chatapt 


Based on the first names used in this family, the likely origins are primarily English. Here's why: 


1. Jonathan 
2. William 
3. Benjamin 
4. Nathan 
5. Edward 


6. Jeremiah 


These names were quite common among English families during the time period when these 

individuals likely lived. While some of these names, such as William and Benjamin, can also be 
found in other cultures, the overall pattern suggests a predominantly English heritage for this 
family. 


oS @ 


ChatGPT is predicting English ancestry based on these names. Edward, the father of this 
family, was likely an indentured servant. He may have come from England. Could be right? 
Unfortunately nothing was past down in the family regarding where the family originally came 
from? 


ChatGPT also predicted English origins for the Hicks based on first names used: 
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Based on the first names used in this family, the likely origins are consistent with English heritage. 


Here's why: 


Henry 

2. Ruth 

3. Lydia 

4. Elizabeth 
5. Mary 

6. Margaret 
7. James 

8. Joshua 
9. William 


10. Nancy 


These names were prevalent among English families during the time period when these 
individuals likely lived. While some of these names may also be found in other cultures, the overall 
pattern, especially the presence of traditional English names like Henry, Ruth, Lydia, and William, 


suggests an English origin for this family. 


mn 


Let's test ChatGPT with ancestors with known origins in Ulster Ireland, my Forgey family. 


5) ChataPT 
Based on the first names of James R. Forgey, Hugh Forgey, John Forgey, Nancy (Forgey) Crawford, 


Margaret (Forgey) Hickle, and Andrew Forgey Jr., it's likely that their family's origin is Scottish or 
Scots-lrish. The names James, Hugh, John, Margaret, and Andrew are all common in Scottish 
culture, particularly among Scots and Scots-lrish settlers in 18th-century America. 


n09 


=i 


It identified them correctly as Scottish or Scots-lIrish. 


I'm not sure how long the Wrays, Brownings, or Hicks families were in America or whether 
they married out of their ethnic group? They could be mixed English and Scottish. Mainly 
English and Scottish. Without surviving records it's hard to say. 


| mainly did this for fun. The information regarding origins is impossible to verify, at this time. 


Friday, March 29, 2024 


Childhood Greeting Cards 1960s 
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Me sometime in the 1960s. Probably taken at JC Penney in El Monte California. 


Going through some old boxes of stuff | found some old greeting cards from the 1960s. | was 
born in 1963. 


The earliest of my cards was congratulating my parents on my birth in 1963. 


> WORK L< 


WEN UX We] 
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Dan ¢ bring @ single cent 
de’ nying board or rest 
Bué past bet yore 

both will sag 
bore fae! 
RICHER EVERY DAY! 


Conieratucarieve! 


5 Whe Jee se 


ded, MiG 


@ year old 


Said the bird, 
“Little lamb, 
Where are yer going?” 
Said the lamb, 
“To gee a baby 
Who is very quickly 
me growing!” 


+ 
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YEAR 
ou / 


HAPPY P 
BIRTHDAY! 


mj TK ‘ a ¢ 
elie ee 


- | \ Nev like a little Lamb 


yourself 

ce eweet and cuddly, too 
‘= _ : aay, 1 Cure hope the day 
yi) ’ that you are ONE 
, ; . Is lots of G un for you | 


Acard from my Aunt Grace who was also my godmother: 
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Some 4th Birthday Cards from 1967: 


And you're 


« “ nieg tee! : 
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if jeck 4his Wetle dephark, 
Whe beings this emke along / 
Te ierit this litle red-bint 
We wands to sing aA song ! 

‘TE isrlt there pruty Rowers 

Go quese ik rast be You 


Se bave a Vappy Happy Day 
Aad lols were biethuinays, “toe | 


gore 


4b vrandara, 


A Valentine from my maternal grandparents Charles and Graciela Forgey: 
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A season appropriate card. An Easter Card from my maternal grandparents. My grandmother 
Graciela was Nicaraguan. English being her 2nd language she had a little problem spelling 
grandfather: 


With Love to a Sweet 
GRANDDAUGHTER 
ot Easter 
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| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Saturday, March 23, 2024 


The Puzzling DNA Genetic Communities/ 
Now you see them now you don't 


When the DNA communities first came out | was a little disappointed | had so few. I'm still 


S| 
disappointed. As a matter of fact | lost a community that was accurate for me, as did my 


mother. 
Search This 
AncestryDNA, MyHeritage, and 23andMe have these genetic communities. | haven't been Blog 
checking them so | didn't know my mother's, or mine had changed at AncestryDNA. 
These were our communities at AncestryDNA in March of 2017: 
My Blog List 
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These are our current Genetic Communities at AncestryDNA: 
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Were the changes for the better? 


No. | lost the Connacht Community which was accurate for me. Evidently my connection 


wasn't strong enough. My great-grandmother Helen Mullen-Mason was born in Connacht, 
Galway, Ireland, so that was correct. 


I've gained, along with my mother, a large Upper Midwest & Western Settlers Community, 


which generally doesn't relate to our ancestry. Only one of our ancestors, Anderson Wray, 


lived on the fringe of the community in south east Kansas. He migrated there in middle age 
from Indiana without his late wife, our ancestor, and his daughter Elizabeth, also our 
ancestor. So we have only one direct ancestor who lived in that area. We do have many 
cousins who lived or currently live in the Upper Midwest & West. We have many relatives 
from all over the United States. | would say the Upper Midwest & Western US Settlers 


community doesn't reflect our ancestry very well. | would rather have communities that reflect 


our actual direct ancestry. 


According to AncestryDNA's Genetic communities | have Upper Midwest & Western US 


Settlers from both my mother and father's side. I'm not aware of any of my father's ancestors 


in that area? All of my close matches are in that community also. It's a way to vague, and 
broad, a community to be meaningful at all. It's also inaccurate. 


Your communities by parent 


Fane out where your ancestors lived in the recent past—on each aide of your 
family. Even # your parents haver’t taken DNA testa, we can tell you which 
communtiies you inherted from each parent. Learn more 


Your cormmnunities 
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I've marked all of the counties my direct paternal ancestors lived in on the map below. You 
can see how there are no ancestors living in the community area. 


The first communities, still vague, were better reflections of our actual direct ancestry. My 
mother's earliest communities included Virginia and parts of Tennessee where many of her 
paternal ancestors lived. Below is a map of the counties my mother's ancestors lived in. 


| suppose it depends on where you live as far as how useful the communities are. For 
Americans a broad community in a foreign country is helpful. Connecting to another country 
is helpful. Broad genetic communities in the United States aren't very useful for Americans. 
We are a very mobile country, while some families have stayed in the same areas for 
generations, most Americans have genetic cousins all over the country making broad 
communities not very helpful. 


My broad Nicaraguan community would be helpful for an American cousin unaware of their 
connection to that country. My Quebec, Canada community is accurate. My great-grandfather 
Pierre Masson's family came from the Trois-Rivieres, and Maskinongé area of Quebec 
(oddly, | have no French admixture at AncestryDNA even though I'm in a French Canadian 
community there?). 


My Aunt's Burgenland community at MyHeritage is very helpful for cousins unaware of this 
connection. 
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| would say that only fairly accurately pinpointed genetic communities in the United States 
are helpful for genealogists. At this point in time, for someone like me, their genetic 
communities only show a limited picture of our ancestry. | only have 3 genetic communities, 
only one inaccurate one covering the western United States. As you see in the map below 
my ancestors were from a different area in the United States than the Upper Midwest & 


Western Settlers group would indicate. 
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Personally | have a good idea regarding where my family came from. I've been researching 
my family for over 20 years so | should. So far | haven't found any non paternity events DNA 
testing. | really don't need the communities. It is interesting, however, to see how they evolve, 
and how close they are to reflecting our true ancestry. If at some point these communities 
pinpoint my mother's family in Jackson County, Indiana, where our Forgey ancestors lived for 
generations, | would say they are now very accurate and useful for our American ancestry. 


Saturday, March 16, 2024 


Why A Chromosome Browser Is Necessary 
To Prove Distant Ancestry 
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My mother's father's fan chart showing the problem lines 


I'll outline my problem and why the lack of a chromosome browser prevents me from 
confirming, or disproving a theory. My brickwall is on the line of a 3rd great-grandmother. I'm 
using my mother's test, at Ancestry, to try to find her parents, with no documentation other 
than a couple census records from her children stating she was born in Tennessee. 


My 3rd great-grandmother's name was Sarah or Sally Campbell, she married in Indiana. She 
died young, and before the 1850 Census, so | don't have any information about her place of 
birth from a census when she was living. There was only one Campbell neighbor named 
James Trigg Campbell. There isn't much on him either. | assume they are somehow related? 


Using my mother's DNA test at Ancestry the only Campbell matches that are promising 
descend from George Lafayette Campbell. My mother has a number of matches from his 
line. He wouldn't be the father of Sarah Campbell but could be a cousin? Researching his 
family and possible parents has gotten me nowhere. Not many records were kept in 
Tennessee in that time period. 


Below is a chart with some of the matches my mother has with descendants of George 
Lafayette Campbell, and the cMs my mother shares with them 


George Latayette 
Campbell 


Susamnah Keiser 


George Lafayette Campbell lived in Greene County, Tennessee. Tennessee is where Sarah's 
children said she was from. It would seem like | have found the right Campbell family for 
Sarah Campbell. The problem is my mother has another family line from Greene County, 
TN. 


Below you see photos of William Wray Forgey, Isis Browning his wife, and Elizabeth Wray his 
mother. Elizabeth Wray's mother was Sarah Campbell, our brickwall. Isis Browning, Elizabeth 
Wray's daughter-in-law, also had family from Greene County, Tennessee. Isis Browning's 
grandfather Nathan was born in Tennessee. His father Roger Browning migrated to 
Tennessee sometime in the late 1700s, and settled in Greene County, Tennessee. His son 
Nathan migrated to Jackson County, Indiana. It appears there was a migration pattern from 
that part of Tennessee to Jackson County, Indiana where most of my grandfather's family 
lived. 
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What is my problem? My problem arose when | discovered one of the George Lafayette 
Campbell matches also was related to the Browning family. Other matches don't appear to 
be? The theory that we are related to the matches through Campbell could still be correct. 


Precise segment data would help me build out my segment map. My mother has 3rd cousin 
matches with Browning descendants. The only way to be sure all of these matches match 
through Campbell would be to make sure they don't overlap with the Browning matches or 
any other family line matches. Actually | don't know who Nathan Browning's mother was so 
we could be related to this family through his mother? Or one of Roger Browning's children 
could have had a non paternity event? So we may not be related through Campbell at all. 
The only way to be sure of anything, when it comes to more distant matches, is to have a 
good chromosome map. You would then be able to clearly see if theoretical matches overlap 
with the correct segments. 
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A chromosome map, built with strong 2nd and 3rd cousin matches, is the best way to confirm 
a relationship. Above you can see my mother's chromosome map, with many 2nd and 3rd 
cousin matches. | could even add more segments if AncestryDNA provided this data. 
Ancestry has the largest database which would make it the best company to build out a 
chromosome map with. There aren't many records surviving from the early 19th century in 
many places. To use DNA where records don't survive the best way is to build a good 
chromosome chart. You can't verify distant relationships based on names alone on a family 
tree because we don't know if there are NPEs? We don't know if there are other 
relationships? Therefore, | can't be sure I've found, at AncestryDNA, the correct Campbells. 


Monday, March 4, 2024 


The Best of RootsTech 2024/from my online 
experience 


% FamilySearch 


RootsTech 


2024 
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I didn't attend RootsTech 2024 in person, | streamed many classes live, and watched some 
later. | chose what | watched based on the projects I'm currently working on. Lately I've been 
working with deeds, photos, and my DNA results. | don't have as much time to work on my 
family history as | had in the past so I'm also interested in Al, and how it can save me time. 


| heard that a favorite presentation on Al was an in person class presented by Steve Little. | 
looked for a Youtube video he may have presented on the subject to get an idea of what he 
presented at RootsTech. | found a presentation on Youtube he gave in 2023, which was very 
good! It's called "Empowering Genealogists with Artificial Intelligence 6 September 2023" on 
YouTube. 


The best announcements at RootsTech 2024: 


e The new Experimental Full Text search at FamilySearch 


e Ancestry is going to allow you to view the shared cMs that your shared matches 
share with each other 


e MyHeritage has a new Newspaper site called "Old News" which it introduced at 
Rootstech 


e Recognize Ancestors is coming to Ancestry.com which will search their database 
of photos for possible matches to an unknown person in a photo 


e New and expanded ethnicity estimates will be coming to MyHeritage this summer 


My Favorite RootsTech 2024 presentations: 


e You Can DO the DNA #1-Get Started (or Restarted) Diahan Southard 


e FamilySearch Tech Forum Craig Miller Michelle Barber Todd Powell Sarah 
Hammon Bill Mangum 


e Al and Genealogy: Trouble Ahead? Thomas MacEntee 


e Brick Wall Ancestors Need a Search Party Diahan Southard Janet Hovorka Crista 
Cowan 


¢« You Can DO the DNA #2-Get Your Best Ethnicity Estimate Diahan Southard 
¢« You Can DO the DNA #3-Light Your DNA Match List on Fire! Diahan Southard 
¢ Brick Walls! Real? or Created Through Faulty Research? Barbara Vines Little 


e You Can DO the DNA #4—See What DNA Success Looks Like: Real Case Studies 
Diahan Southard 


e Diseases our Ancestors Faced and How Those Illnesses Changed Our World 
Gregory C. Gardner 


e Finding Milly: Tracing enslaved ancestors using Experimental Search Andre 
Kearns 


e What’s New at Ancestry® in 2024 Crista Cowan 


| thought RootsTech 2024 was one of the best. There was more tech because of Al than in 
previous years. The shorter presentations, that were presented as a result of the COVID 
pandemic, weren't as detailed. The hour-long presentations were much better. The 
presentations | listed above will continue to be available to watch at the RootsTech site. 


Friday, March 1, 2024 


The Experimental Search Is Back at 
FamilySearch! /How I use it to find everyone 
living on the same creek 
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Last July | wrote about the Experimental Search at FamilySearch, soon after that it no longer 
allowed non beta testers to use it. They have now opened it up for everyone again as 
announced at RootsTech 2024! It may not always be available to search as they stated. I'm 
definitely downloading everything | find. 


Right now the only US documents available for this every word search are online probate, 
deed records, and plantation records. Some are viewable from home, while others require 
you to view them at a Family History Center or Library. 


This is what the Experimental Search page looked like: 


{teres 
Lerited Sextee Wille and Cheece Experimenta Search 
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You'll find the new improved Experimental Search by clicking on FamilySearch Labs View 
Experiments (had to clear cookies to get to the new search because | had used the old one). 


This is where | found the link on my laptop. The link is on the FamilySearch homepage in the 
right column, on my laptop. | highlighted below where | found it. 


z A@ “x 


Then you're taken to a page where you click "Expand your search with Full Text", 


We Feedback Detton on ine ef sweet 
" 


Family Group Trees 


I've used this search to find people using names, but at this point in my research searching 

for deeds using a creek name or landmark has been more useful. Researching people who 

lived on the same creek can help you find possible relatives also living in the same area. It's 
also helpful in collecting neighbors' names. Those names might be useful when it comes to 

migration patterns. 


Since | have not had access to the Experimental Search since July | have not been able to 
look for a new family creek location. | discovered | had the wrong creek location for my 
ancestor Moses Wray. | thought he lived on Maggoty Creek in Boones Mills, Franklin County, 
Virginia. No, he lived on a branch of that creek called White Oak Creek or White Oak Bottom 
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Creek. When | asked about where the Wray land was when | visited the area around 
Maggoty Creek no one knew? If | asked around White Oak Creek they probably would have 
told me approximately where the Wrays lived. I'm hoping researching and plotting deeds will 
help me locate the precise location of the Wray land. 


After listening to a Legacy Webinar | decided to start plotting deeds again. 


I've been using Sandy Knoll's Metes and Bounds Software to plot the deeds | have for my 
Wray ancestors on White Oak Creek. I've come up with many different geometric shapes. 
Moses Wray left portions of his land to his sons. I've been plotting those surveys. 


PS. 


Here is a survey | created for one piece of their father, my ancestor, Moses Wray's land. 


semeee'= 


c Moana Viray Wihels Oak Chest, Fianhin Coeety, Orem 


¢ 
gu 


One of my questions is where exactly on the White Oak Bottom Creek did the family live? 


Using the deeds I'm now collecting I'm sifting through them for clues to where | might find the 
land on a map. | might also be able to get enough information to trace land ownership to the 
present time so | can use a county assessor's map. 


The Franklin County Settlement map has a location called White Oak Bottom, but not creek, 
near the Blue Ridge mountains. Moses Ray is listed farther south. Going through a current 
parcel map for Franklin County online | found a man with the last name Wray is living on 
White Oak Creek road. His land is farther south than on the Settlement Map. So was the 
Wray land on the creek near the Blue Ridge mountains of farther south? What area does 
White Oak Creek Bottom encompass? 


avi 
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| wondered if the Wray man was living on old Wray property. Doing some research it looks 
like he inherited land from his mother. His mother's family lived in the area for many 
generations just like the Ray family. This Wray man is a distant cousin of mine. | have not 
been in contact with him. 
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| was paging through the books looking for people living on White Oak Creek, but that is very 
slow. Using the Experimental Search I've found a number of deeds for people on White Oak 
Creek. 


| found deeds for the family of my Wray cousin's mother's family on White Oak Creek Bottom. 
Measuring the distance from that land to the names on the Franklin County Settlement map 
their land is about two miles from White Oak Creek Bottom, and Moses Ray's land on the 
map. 


You can see the Wray man's land outlined in blue below. You can see where it is in relation to 
the northern county boundary. 


Yesterday | collected some of his ancestor's deeds. The deeds say his ancestor's land was 
on White Oak Bottom Creek. | was not sure if White Oak Bottom Creek was just the name of 
the bottom portion of the creek or the name of the actual creek. It appears the entire length of 
the creek may have been called White Oak Bottom. 


The Wray man's maternal ancestor bought land on White Oak Creek in 1864. It appears to 
be the same land the family inherited. It also appears my Wray family land bordered the land 
of the Boitnott neighbors. They are not recorded as sharing a property line with this Boitnott 
family, but are with their neighbors. So they likely lived in that same area. 


I'm planning to continue to sift through all of the deeds recording the names of people living 
on the creek, plotting the deed surveys, and looking at clues in the deeds regarding land 
locations. One of a neighbor's deeds states his land was near a place called Mead Mill. Since 
Franklin County was carved out of many counties | need to research the same land in parent 
counties. 
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Deed Gookst, 1282-18812, Frankin County, Yugme Srenkin Geed Rocks 18 


wre ee ‘ 
= te et 
| eee | MEP FER 
\! ten SP me Weer > 
ee eA x Aapae @RO pore Ma dus 
ote, ~ mn J ade # < 
#- as Lael 
! i =: ee owe 
Cas iT ee ey ae ey pc Satie Creed - 
on . e > 
phew Snes 0 Mevnnn oil Le 
Bite? G See Bp J - 
fae Sprit tent as offen be ARE Fore4 


| used "White Oak Bottom Creek" as the keywords when | searched. | then filtered the results 
for Virginia, by first clicking place as the United States, then clicking Virginia, and then 
Franklin County. Doing that | got 17 deed results. 


Results (17) 


Franklin, Virgins Untiod Staves Oced Book 1884 


| will continue to sift the deeds for FAN club members (friends, associates, and neighbors) for 
land location clues, possible migration patterns, and family living in the same area. 
Experiment Search is a great time saving tool for researching deeds. Important information is 
buried in deeds nearly impossible to find without an every word search. 


Tuesday, February 20, 2024 


AI for Summarizing and Transcribing 
Documents 


| listened to the Legacy Webinar, "Al and Genealogy: Trouble Ahead?", presented by Thomas 
MacEntee. He discussed using Al to summarize and transcribe documents. | tried this out, 
and it's really a great time saver! 


One of my grandmother's, Graciela del Castillo, was Nicaraguan. There isn't much published 
about Nicaraguan genealogy, and what's available. | was in contact with a Nicaraguan 
genealogy expert back in 2015. I've been going through his emails again as | work on my 
grandmother's line. He sent me a dozen emails with detailed information regarding 
Nicaraguan research. | was planning on summarizing the information and sharing it with a 
group I'm involved in. After listening to the webinar | decided to use Al to do it. Thomas 
MacEntee demonstrated three Al sites ChatGPT, Perplexity, and Gemini. | tried out all three 
sites. | love information presented in bulleted lists, and asked that the emails be summarized 
that way. 


Here is one of the emails | asked for a bullet list summary for: 
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Here is what the three Al companies came up with: 


minors 


© The acaderny's efforts lod 20 the avalignilty of Nicaraguan recoede online; before 
7008/2005, thore were noting avatabhe 

© The coortirattor, Betty Castine, ch not secure proper perrrussions for digttring 
seconds. 

© irateed of anbetaual permapeigne from Civd Registries, they shout) have 
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meconds. 
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poor document crotection. 
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@ The cutront government has been in power since 2007 anc enforces taws that 
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Perplexity came up with the most detailed summary. ChatGPT was in-between as far as 
details. Gemini provided the shortest summary. | like that Gemini provided an introduction in 
bold script (also liked being able to save the answers to my Google Docs). 


| decided to ask Perplexity and ChatGPT to provide a bold introduction to each bullet point. 


This is what Perplexity came up with: 


mt 
: 


available 


permissions for digitizing records, 


+ Academy's Efforts and Online Availability. The academy's efforts led to the 
availability of Nicaraguan records online, before 2008/2008, there was nathing 


* Lack of Proper Permissions: The coordinator, Betty Castro, aid nat secure proper 


Missed Opportunity with Consejo Supreme Electoral Instead of indivicual 
permissions from Civil Registries, they should have approached the Oonsejo 
Suprerpo Electoral (CSE) for access to microfilmed records. 


Selective Filming ot Civil Registries and Church Records; Only a few civil registries 
allowed their records to be filmed, resulting in incomplete anlinn records. Church 
records were filmed selectively, based on what authorities permitted. 


Disorganized Online Placement by LDSS: The Latter-day Saints (LOSS) placed 
records online without regard to provenance, mixing them chronologically. 


Negiect of Important Archives The Archivo Municipal de Granada (AMG), an 
important 19th-cenlury archive, was never fimed due to indifference and fack of 
budget, The Archivo Histonco Departamental (AMD) refused digitization, suspecting 
misuse by LDSS. 


This is what ChatGPT came up with: 


Eiforts af the Acadeny. 
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Heylect of Archives 
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ChatGPT didn't provide an introduction for each bullet point, as | asked. | like what they came 
up with anyway. Perplexity did exactly what | asked. 


| was about to get a pen and paper ready to start summarizing these emails. I'm glad | 


listened to the webinar first! I'm sure these summaries are better than what | would have 
come up with. 


Tuesday, February 13, 2024 


A Couple Family Valentines 


The only photo | have of my parents when they were dating in 1962 


Going through old boxes | found some old Valentines. 


This one below was from my father, Bob, to my mother, Edna, when they were dating in 
1962. The front is made of padded cloth. The verse is very romantic! 
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' , a Wy heart is yours ye ve 


Thursday, February 8, 2024 


Automating the Genealogy Process to Save 
Time 


Unless you enjoy spending long hours in front of a screen, automating genealogy tasks can 
free you from long hours analyzing DNA results, writing reports, and looking through your 
work for errors. There are people who work 40 hours, and more, a week who would benefit 
from more genealogy task automation. 


| really got to thinking about time saving tools after listening to a couple of great webinars at 
Legacy Webinars. "Explore Uncharted Paths in Tracing Brick Wall Ancestors Through DNA 
Network Graphs" and "Artificial Intelligence and Genealogy: New Beginnings in 2024" 
provide examples regarding how automation can save time. 


Analyzing DNA results is very time consuming due to the number of matches most of us 
have. Going through matches searching for shared matches is the best way to determine 
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how we are related to someone. One method at AncestryDNA is using colored dots to sort 
matches into groups based on shared matching. It's easy to pick a match, click on them, and 
see which matches are shared in common and place color coded dots by their names. There 
might be a dozen shared matches. You can then click on these dozen shared matches 
individually and see matches you share with them. As you work through matches, and shared 
matches of matches, and their shared matches this gets very time consuming. Automating 
this process would save time. The companies could run a program to place color coded dots 
for shared matches or provide us with cluster charts. 


MyHeritage allows their customers to generate cluster charts from their shared 
matches. Their charts are quite simple, but helpful. Even more detailed charts could be 
produced by companies. If you watch the webinar about graphs you can see all of the 
possibilities. 


Family Tree software, such as RootsMagic, produce barebones narratives using our family 
tree details. Al sites like chatGPT can produce more polished readable narratives based on 
the narratives produced using your family tree software. You need to suggest a style to 
chatGPT to get an end product you like. Even then you may want to edit the wording, but it's 
still time saving. The more readable narratives can help you find errors and make details pop 
out you might have missed. Producing some of these narratives | found | had information in 
my tree | now disagreed with. 


| liked how this narrative about my del Castillo family came out using my RootsMagic 
information and chatGPT here's a sample: 


"Through the centuries, through wars and revolutions, through migrations and milestones, 
the del Castillo family remained bound by a thread of shared history and shared destiny. 
Their story, etched in the annals of time, stands as a testament to the enduring power of 
family, love, and the human spirit." 


| thought that was actually appropriate for this family. Sounds a little grandiose but the family 
was involved in the politics of Nicaragua, one ancestor serving as president during a civil 
war. 


This Moses Wray example is a little flowery for my taste, but the fact he died at age 75 
jumped out at me more than it would in a barebones narrative: 


"By 1786, Moses Wray's name echoed through the valleys of Franklin County, Virginia, 
marking his claim once more. But the winds of time whispered a somber tune, and 
Moses passed on before the autumn leaves could paint the hills in shades of gold. He 
took his final breath before the 4th of October 1802, at the age of 75, leaving behind a 
legacy woven into the very fabric of Bedford and Franklin County." 


Ancestry is offering DNA customers an Al feature which they can use to get more information 


about their ethnicity predictions. It provides some background on the culture and region 
someone is predicted to have ancestors from. 
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What would you like to learn about the Ireland region? 
Who are some of the mos! notable historical figures in this region? > 
Describe tamily lite in this region > 
What population movements atlected the DNA In this region? > 
What are some of the most common food staples in this region? > 

Oi BETA This feature Is powered by an Al language model using public 

I information. Responses may be inaccurate. 


An important use of Al is for OCR, which allows for faster indexing of records. Language 
translation is another very useful feature. 


| see a lot of uses for graphs and Al in helping to save time on tasks I'm not that interested in 
spending time on. Writing research plans, narratives, and other reports would be a good use 
of Al technology. | hope companies will see the advantages of new technologies and offer 
them to their customers. There are tools we can use right now ourselves, but other tools 
would have to be produced by DNA companies since we don't have access to the information 
to produce our own graphs of shared matches, for instance. 


Monday, January 8, 2024 


Examining Middle Names for Clues 


William Wray Forgey 
BIRTH 18 May 1662 
Brownstown, Jackson County, indiana, USA 


20 Dec 1933 (aged 71) 
Brownstown, Jackson County, indiana, USA 


Ereetown Old Cemetary 
Freetown, Jackson County, indiana, USA 


MEMORIAL ID 51580625: View Source 
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Early on in my genealogy research | discovered a middle name could be a mother's maiden 
name. My great-grandfather William Wray Forgey's middle name was his mother Elizabeth's 
maiden name. His aunt Polly Thurman Wray was given her paternal grandmother's maiden 
name as her middle name. After these early discoveries | looked at middle names very 
carefully for clues to their origins. 


William Wray Forgey's maternal grandmother Sarah Campbell-Wray's family is a brickwall for 
me. We don't know who her parents were? She was born about 1812, possibly in 
Tennessee. According to some posted family trees her full name was Sarah Cloud O'Briant 
Campbell. I've been looking at these middle names to see if they might provide clues? I've 
looked for those names in the area of Indiana she married and lived in. Those names haven't 
pointed to any solution to who her parents, or even siblings were. | haven't even found the 
source of those middle names. 


Sarah's daughters' middle names appear in a family bible and other documents. Polly 
Thurman Wray is confirmed to have her maternal grandmother's maiden name, but her other 
daughters' middle names are a mystery. One daughter was given the middle name Temple 
and another daughter Willington. | haven't been able to connect any of these names with my 
Indiana family. A son was given the name Harrison as a middle name, and that surname 
belonged to an uncle through marriage, on the Wray side. 
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| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 


direction. | also research Irish records. 
Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 
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Examining Middle Names for Clues 


William Wray Forge 

BIRTH 18 May 1862 
Brownstown, Jackson County, indiana, USA 
20 Dec 1933 (aged 71) 
Srownstown, Jackson County, indiana, USA 


BURIAL Eractown Old Cemetery 
Freetown, Jackson County, indiana, USA 


MEMORIAL ID 51580605 : View Source 
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Early on in my genealogy research | discovered a middle name could be a mother's maiden 
name. My great-grandfather William Wray Forgey's middle name was his mother Elizabeth's 
maiden name. His aunt Polly Thurman Wray was given her paternal grandmother's maiden 
name as her middle name. After these early discoveries | looked at middle names very 
carefully for clues to their origins. 


William Wray Forgey's maternal grandmother Sarah Campbell-Wray's family is a brickwall for 
me. We don't know who her parents were? She was born about 1812, possibly in 
Tennessee. According to some posted family trees her full name was Sarah Cloud O'Briant 
Campbell. I've been looking at these middle names to see if they might provide clues? I've 
looked for those names in the area of Indiana she married and lived in. Those names haven't 
pointed to any solution to who her parents, or even siblings were. | haven't even found the 
source of those middle names. 


Sarah's daughters’ middle names appear in a family bible and other documents. Polly 
Thurman Wray is confirmed to have her maternal grandmother's maiden name, but her other 
daughters’ middle names are a mystery. One daughter was given the middle name Temple 
and another daughter Willington. | haven't been able to connect any of these names with my 
Indiana family. A son was given the name Harrison as a middle name, and that surname 
belonged to an uncle through marriage, on the Wray side. 
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My ancestor Elizabeth Wray's middle name was Jane. Often family first names are recycled 
as middle names. Jane could have been a relative of Sarah Campbell? 


Researching deeds | found a James Trigg Campbell. He appears to have a relationship with 
the Wray family living near them, and trading land with the family. James Campbell isn't an 
uncommon name, but | felt like the middle name Trigg could point me in the right direction, as 
middle names had in my past research. Sadly, no. 
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When | visited a Lynchburg cemetery during the summer | noticed a tombstone with the 
middle name Trigg on it. Possibly Trigg was a middle name used in the past without 
any significance? 


| visited the historic house Sandusky in Lynchburg, Virginia which was once owned by an 
Otey family. That name was used as a middle name by some of our Wray distant cousins. | 
told the historian at the house my relatives used Otey as a middle name and wondered if 
they were related? He said sometimes middle names were just names of neighbors. Middle 
names could be a clue to where the family lived, but may be the name of a relative. 
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Middle names are sometimes added to ancestors' names by people researching their family 
trees. The fact the name Oat has been added to my ancestor Benjamin Wray's name is a pet 
peeve of mine. | have found no documents with the middle name Oat, yet most online trees 
state his name is Benjamin Oat Wray. In 1757, when the older Benjamin was born, middle 
names were uncommon. There was a Benjamin Oat Wray who was a descendant of 
Benjamin. This man has a death certificate and lived in an era when middle names became 
more common. There was another descendant of Benjamin named James Oat Wray. Maybe 
someday we'll find out the significance of the name Oat? It's a mystery so far. 
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Middle initials can be important when it comes to identifying men with the same first and last 
names living in the same area. The middle initial D was added to my ancestor James Owens 
name to set him apart from other James Owens living in the same county. That initial led me 
to accurately identify him in his father's estate settlement resolving a brickwall. 
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Other times family tree researchers have added middle initials. This can happen when a 
name was abbreviated with the last letter of the abbreviation being written in superscript 
(raised above the text). In one case the middle initial A was added to one of the Benjamin 
Wray's names. Actually that was part of the abbreviation of the name. Benja was an 
abbreviation commonly used in the past. 


Once a wrong middle initial or middle name has been added to an ancestor's name it's nearly 
impossible to correct. It just keeps getting recopied. 


We have relatives who use Washington as a middle name, as a tribute to their hero George 
Washington. No clues there. Sometimes the middle name comes from a person someone 
admires. 


Sometimes middle names have been useful in confirming relationships and sometimes they 
are a total mystery. Maybe some day some of these mystery middle names will lead to 
solving a brickwall. 


Wednesday, December 13, 2023 


Learning about Ancestors from Eulogies and 
Obituaries/And where to locate them 
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| first discovered the value of a eulogy for family history research when | received one for a 
great-great aunt, Bridget aka Sister Mary Kathleen Mullen, from an aunt. She was a Catholic 
nun. The eulogy states she was from Galway; my father thought our Mullen family was from 
Cork. He probably was told his grandmother, Helen Mullen-Mason, left the port at Cork and 
thought the family lived there. The eulogy also gave the names of her parents, Patrick Mullen 
and Mary Huvane. | had never heard anything about the surname Huvane until then. My 
grandmother, Dorothy Mason-Kapple, and her siblings knew the maiden name of their 
grandmother, Mary Huvane-Mullen, but | didn't. | guess | just never asked. | should have 
asked more questions. 


Relatives are a good source when looking for eulogies. The more relatives, including distant 
relatives, you collaborate with the more likely you can find something like a eulogy. I've also 
gotten prayer cards with information about the deceased from distant relatives. 


in Marory of 
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ecreniver 12, 1679 
Avevie, German r 
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After learning the maiden name of my great-great grandmother I began researching the 
surname Huvane. To some family members the name seemed foreign. They thought it might 
be Spanish? Maybe the name came from Spanish Armada survivors? Once | had internet 
access in the 1990s | was able to find Huvanes living in the San Francisco area. | made 
contact with them and they shared the information they had about the family, and they shared 
some research done in Ireland by a researcher there. He stated the name Huvane, a variant 
of Huane, was likely a variant of Hoban. 


This Huvane family also attempted to help me learn more about my Mullen family. Our 
shared Huvane family relatives lived near the Mullens, in Pollaturick, Ireland, they of course 
were cousins of their family, and mine. My new cousins gave me contact information for a 
Mary Ellen Mullen-Thornton, they received from relatives in Pollaturick. She was the only 
Mullen closely related to me still alive, being that she was the first cousin of my grandmother 
Dorothy. The relative also stated that some of the Mullens lived in London. | wrote her a letter 
but never heard back. She was born in 1921 and was likely in poor health, or living in a care 
home when | wrote her. When | visited Ireland, and the townland of Pollaturick in 2019 a 
neighbor told me Mary Ellen was in a nursing home. The family hadn't lived on the land in 
decades because Mary Ellen's husband had land in another townland where she lived after 
her marriage. 


Asking questions on Facebook in 2021 | discovered Mary Ellen Mullen-Thornton was still 
alive, and 100 years old. Until then | had no idea she was that old! | was very surprised. Her 
aunt, Sister Mary Kathleen Mullen, was 103 when she died. This family has a longevity gene. 


Fast forward to December 2023. | learned that Mary Ellen had died in November 2022. This 
month is a busy month in the United States with Thanksgiving, and Christmas coming, so | 
missed that funeral stream on YouTube. Googling her name and the places she lived | found 
an obituary. Internet obituaries are free and easy to post so they are very common. Often 
funeral homes put these on their websites. Commonly these obituaries include a photo of the 
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deceased, and sometimes there is a slideshow with multiple photos that include family 
members. I've seen photos going back to the deceaseds childhood. I've also seen videos 
posted with these obituaries. 


A video produced by the family of my father Robert's first cousin can be viewed at this link . 
This video, with photos, helped me identify some unmarked photos. 


I've found many obituaries for relatives who died before the internet in old newspapers. Sites 
like newspapers.com or newspaperarchive.com are great, but you have to pay to view the 
obituaries. Chronicling America is a free newspaper site, but | haven't had any luck there 
myself. An Irish newspaper site with obituaries is Irish Newspaper Archives. 


Mary Ellen Mullen-Thornton's obituary provided the names of her children, which | didn't 
have. It confirmed two of her children lived in England, and one in London. The letter proved 
to be correct, one of her children did live in London. Great to see a photo of my 
grandmother's first cousin too! 


The death has occurred of 
Mary Ellen Thornton 


(nee Mullion) 


| remembered that in Ireland funeral services are streamed on YouTube or the churches 
website. The Mullen family church St. Joseph's Milltown, Tuam, Galway, Ireland, streams 
funeral services live. Unfortunately, after a short period of time they make them private. You 
need the link to view them. Thankfully, | was able to get a link from the church to view her 
funeral mass from last year. Unfortunately her family didn't give the eulogy. The priest did and 
he provided some interesting information. He confirmed that she was born in Pollaturick, 
when times were hard and no one had any money. Her occupation was housewife. He said 
she could speak Irish. He didn't know Irish was spoken in the village during her lifetime. Her 
aunt, my great-grandmother, also spoke Irish. He stated one of her daughter's names was 
actually Bernadette, which wasn't in the obituary. Dette in the obituary is apparently a 
nickname for Bernadette. 


The name of the care home Mary Ellen lived in was named during the service. The neighbor | 
spoke to was correct; she was in a nursing home. 


Prayers were said for the Thornton and Mullen families. It was nice to hear the Mullens 
acknowledged. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com 6/24 


1/18/24, 12:18 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


The priest also stated that some of her siblings died shortly after birth. He also said her 
brother Patrick died as a teenager, which doesn't seem to match some information | have? | 
know he was born in 1919. A Patrick Mullen sold land in Pollaturick in 1950 which | assumed 
was him. Maybe I'm wrong? Patrick Mullen isn't an uncommon name in Ireland. 


AUCTIONEER AND VALUER, TUAM (Phone 1531). 


COUNTY OP GALWAY, . ( 

Lands: Pollaturick and Cartron, Milltown. 
J A¥ instructed by Mr, Patrick Mullen to invite offers ‘be amie 
met his Residential Holding of Land situate at Pollaturick, Siltces. 

b comprises over 40 acres-of splendid-land of a very high 
quality & modern Dwellinghouse and Out-offices. 
ih ee is situate beside Mihtown Railway Station and withia ott 

Full particulars from and ail offers to 


THOMAS A. O'DONOGHUR, Solicitor, Team 
EE 


The reason I'm interested in information about her family is | would like to know if they have 
any old photos of my great-great grandparents? 


All of my great-grandmother's siblings, except for Michael Mullen, Mary Ellen's father, left the 
area. He inherited the family land. Mary Ellen was the only one of his children that lived long 
into adulthood. For this reason the Mullen family land was passed down to her. Her father's 
house, not lived in for decades, was falling apart when I visited there. | assume she was born 
there in 1921? My great-great grandmother was present at her birth according to her civil 
registration record. 


Interestingly Mary Ellen Mullen-Thornton was present when her grandmother, my great-great 
grandmother, Mary Huvane-Mullen died, according to her death record. 


I'm hoping to find a way to get in contact with Mary Ellen's descendant's in hopes they might 
have photos? 
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Obituaries and eulogies are great sources for family history. You can find obituaries online, 
and in newspapers, and sometimes in books. Family members might keep copies of 
eulogies, and some churches now live stream funerals on the internet. Also family members 
may have made videos of a funeral service. A relative may have presented a eulogy for a 
relative, friend. or neighbor, which may include information about themselves, and the area 
they lived in. Because of Covid restrictions many churches now stream their services. We 
now have more places to glean information from. 


Wednesday, November 15, 2023 


Court Papers/ Determined Papers Franklin 
District Court Virginia 


Looking for a court record regarding my Wray family | discovered the Chancery Court records 
online at Virginia Memory aren't always complete or thoroughly indexed. If your family lived in 
the counties of Franklin, Bedford, Campbell, Pittsylvania, Patrick, and Henry you might find a 
court case that your family was mentioned in using another source called determined papers 
at FamilySearch. These files were created after court cases were determined. It is nice to 
have the more complete files available at the FamilySearch site. Since these records were 
filmed, in 1976-1977, some of the file pages have become separated and aren't in their 
original file. That's why the recently scanned files at Virginia Memory aren't always complete. 


You can search the FamilySearch catalog using the keyword determined and the link should 
come up for this record set. You can also search by county, and then find the link under court 
records. Elizabeth Shown Mills pointed this record set out to me. Somehow | overlooked this 
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valuable source. Honestly wish more YouTube family history videos would focus on these 
little known types of records. 


These records aren't indexed. If you are looking for a particular court record and have dates 
you can just search around that date. Knowing when the case was finally settled helps. 
Generally all the paperwork was filed together when the case was determined. 


You can search these records page by page or just look at each cover page. The cover page 
will generally be written on paper folded longways, which looks like a book spine. If you've 
done courthouse research you will quickly spot the cover pages. 
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Things | found included in these determined files: 
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| saw some newspapers in the files: 
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Lists of witnesses: 


There was a legal dispute over the tax lists and full tax lists were included in a file: 
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Interesting the time court would meet is outlined in this document. Since there wasn't good 
lighting available sunset ended the court day. 


The cases often involved slaves. If someone is researching slave ancestry these records do 


provide the names of slaves. Also there are cases involving land disputes which include land 
records and sometimes land surveys. 


Court records are a very important source for family history, especially in the south where 
vital records weren't introduced until the twentieth century. 


Thursday, November 9, 2023 


My Wray/Ray Family and the Disabled Slave 
Betty 
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During my August trip to Virginia | stayed in a hotel near Liberty University. On the other side 
of the campus there was a major street with a Target and Walmart, and restaurants. Walking 
through the campus to get to this area it began pouring rain one day. | decided to take shelter 
in the library until the rain let up. | didn't think this religiously oriented institution would have 
genealogy related material but thought they would at least have some Virginia history books. 
| was surprised to actually find a book marking the bicentennial of the county | was 
researching. "Franklin County, Virginia, 1786-1986 : a bicentennial history" is a book | found 
in that library. | had never seen it before. 


| didn't expect to find anything about the Wray family in a chapter about slavery. I've been 
researching that family over 20 years and never found a record of them owning any slaves. 


| was floored by the story of Moses and Elizabeth Wray and a slave girl named Betty. 
Evidently a man named David Morgan bought a slave girl named Betty and her father 
Sampson from William Lee. Moses Wray leased Betty from Morgan for $7 a year. The Wrays 
returned Betty to Morgan after discovering she was lame, either due to an injury or one leg 
being shorter than the other. 


What happened to slaves like Betty who were disabled? Someone who could not walk could 
sew and do tasks with their hands. Other more severely disabled people were cared for by 
mother's who had to be their caregivers along with performing their own work as slaves. 
These severely disabled slaves were kept or sold off with their caregivers. Some disabled 
slaves were sold to doctors who performed experiments on them, according to an article on 
Wikipedia. 
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| wanted to confirm the story in the book so | ordered a copy of the Elizabeth Ray affidavit 
cited in the book from The Library of Virginia archives. The case she provided the affidavit for 
was named Morgan v. Lee, because Morgan was suing Lee because the slaves he 
purchased from him turned out to be unsound. | quickly received a reply from a reference 
librarian after submitting my order. She said the affidavit wasn't in the box which was referred 
to in the book citation. 


| corresponded with the reference librarian by phone and email trying to figure out where the 
affidavit might have been filed? | was nearly giving up thinking it was lost. It took a month for 
the affidavit to be found. 
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| learned that the other affidavits were a part of the chancery records online at the Virginia 
Memory site. | had already checked that site back when | was in Virginia. Nothing came up 
about this case? Why? Because the case was indexed under the variant spelling Morgain. 
Also the name Ray, or variant spelling Rey, actually are in the file documents online, but 
aren't in the index. | just found the file a few days ago. 
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Two of the case affidavits involve the Rays. Elizabeth Ray and William Waid provided their 
recollections of Betty, and the leasing of her by the Ray family. The two affidavits don't 
completely agree. Apparently Waid worked on the Ray plantation for a year. According to 
William Waid the Ray's had Betty for some time before returning her to Morgan because of 
her disability. He states Morgan offered to lower the lease rate and even offered to give her to 
the Rays as a gift. According to him Moses said he couldn't afford to feed and clothe her if 
she could not work. 
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According to Elizabeth Ray she immediately noticed the girl was limping as she left the 
wagon when she was brought over. She asked the girl to show her the wound. She did see a 
wound on the girl's hip. She also stated if Betty had a child she would likely become 
completely disabled. 
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Since one page from the Morgan v. Lee case was missing from the file I'm doing a little more 
research on the case in Virginia determined papers at FamilySearch. Not knowing exactly 
when the case ended it's been difficult to find in those papers. 


Not sure what became of Betty? Sadly, someone like her wouldn't have had any good future 
prospects in 1794 America. The best outcome would have been that she was granted her 
freedom because no one wanted to buy her. 


Posted by Annette at 11:38 AM Nocomments: [i 
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Tuesday, October 3, 2023 


Finding An Ancestor's Land On A Map/ a 
challenging process 


When | visited Virginia and Tennessee this past July and August | wanted to visit the location 
of my ancestors' land. | had descriptions of the approximate location because creeks were 
mentioned in their deeds. Since creeks can run for many miles it's difficult to say where, 
exactly, their land was? 


Virginia does have county historical maps that were produced by a cartographer. These 
maps show approximate locations of early settlers' land. They were produced by H. R. 
Hildebrand. My ancestor Moses Wray is listed in the Franklin County. Virginia map. | 
wondered what the source for these locations were? | did some research in the courthouses 
and didn't see any information there pinpointing land locations? | did find a description of 
what the sources were at the East Tennessee State University website. "Compiled from old 
maps, historical records, and traditions by J.R. Hildebrand." The fact some of the locations 
were based on traditions worried me a little. | had taken these maps more literally. | now felt 
like | needed to verify the approximate location, also. 
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| visited a surveyor's office in Rocky Mount because | thought they might have some tips 
regarding locating an ancestor's land. The office had some hunting trophies (which reminded 
me of my grandfather Forgey who liked to keep taxidermy animals). 


The surveyor's suggestion was to trace the land ownership forward using deeds. Once the 
current owners information is found the exact location of the land can be found using tax 
records. 


| attempted to trace the land forward using deeds, but quickly lost the ownership trail. Could 
be later owners didn't file deeds? | wasn't sure why | was having problems? | decided to try to 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com 15/24 


1/18/24, 12:18 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 
trace the land ownership backward instead. 


So how do you find current land ownership information? The best way is to use a parcel land 
viewer. There are many of these online and free to use. Franklin County, Virginia's parcel 
map is located at the ArcGIS Franklin County, Virginia website. 


Moses Wray owned land on Maggodee Creek and White Oak Creek in Boones Mill. White 
Oak Creek on Google Maps is mismarked Gills Creek. That creek runs east west whereas 
White Oak creek runs more north south and eventually meets the Blackwater River. 


The most accurate topo maps are on the USGS website. They have maps showing creeks 
going back to the 19th century right up to the present. | was thinking the name of White Oak 
creek changed when | didn't find it on Google Maps. That slowed my progress locating the 
land. 


What | know from the deeds is Moses Wray had land on Maggodee Creek and White Oak 
Creek. using the USGS map | found the creek. Since White Oak Creek flows into Maggodee 
creek | guessed the land is in that area. 


Now | had a general location to search the parcel map at ArcGIS. My hope was actually to 
find someone with the surname still owning the land in the area, but | was thinking | would 
likely have to trace the many parcels backward. 


Clicking the first few parcels | didn't see any surnames | recognized. To my surprise | did 
click on a parcel owned by someone with the surname Wray! I've decided to contact this 
current Wray owner and ask if he knows whether Moses Wray owned his land. They'll 
probably think I'm crazy but the worst that could happen is | don't get a reply. 


If you look at the blue outline of the land currently owned by a Wray it gives us an idea of 
how much land the family once owned. The current owner owns 86 acres. The Wrays owned 
hundreds of acres in this area. Their land would have covered a substantial amount of land 
on White Oak Creek. That creek is shorter than Maggodee Creek. 
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Now that I have a better approximation of where the Wray land was, how accurate is the H. 
R. Hildebrand map? Since there is no scale on this map it's tough to say. Hildebrand did have 
Moses Wray's name written on the correct side of the highway. Comparing where the current 
Wray land owner owns land Moses Wray's land would have been about 3 miles east of the 
highway. The Hildebrand map is generally right but would give some people the false 
impression Moses Wray's land was closer to the highway and farther north than it likely was. 
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The current Wray landowner, on White Oak creek, owns parcel 7. Two of Moses Wray's sons 
inherited what they called lots 4 and 5. | wonder if two other sons inherited lots 6 and 7? | 
have no idea whether the numbering is the same? 


Moving on to Tennessee | wasn't so lucky. I'm looking for ancestor Hugh Forgey's land. 
Unfortunately the Forgey family didn't stay in the Corryton, Knox County, Tennessee area. 
Since Hugh Forgey's land was described as being at the head of Little Flat Creek | have a 
general idea of where the land was located. | tried to again trace parcels backward and 
forward to get the exact location of the land. The Forgey land was probably broken up into 
smaller parcels, and | haven't been able to establish the exact location of the land. Hugh 
Forgey owned 300 acres of land. The current owners in the area own much smaller parcels 
of land. The map outline, below, shows 7 acres. Hugh Forgey's land would have covered a 
large portion of the Little Flat Creek area. 
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The online parcel maps showing current landowners has been helpful when it comes to 
finding the names of current landowners, and viewing how the land has been broken up into 
smaller parcels. Great tool for genealogists! 


Wednesday, September 20, 2023 


Research Trip Serendipity 


| took a trip to the Virginia Piedmont area and East Tennessee in August. My Wray and 
McPike ancestors were from the Piedmont area of Virginia. | started my journey in Lynchburg 
where | visited the Jones Memorial Library which is a genealogy library. 


Traveling around Lynchburg was easy. The city has a bus system, it’s pretty limited but 
cheaper than renting a car or using Uber or Lyft. 
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From Lynchburg | moved onto Franklin County, Virginia. | took a Greyhound bus from 
Lynchburg to Roanoke (I found out train service was also available and | probably should 
have taken the train). Roanoke being a city it was easy to get a Lyft to my hotel in Franklin 
County. 


| arrived in Rocky Mount on a Saturday. | was told by the front desk person at my hotel that 
there was no public transportation, Uber or Lyft. The one car rental agency was closed until 
Monday. | wanted to travel about 12 miles to Boones Mill where some of my ancestors lived. | 
decided to try to schedule a Lyft for Sunday morning. 


A Lyft driver did pickup the ride. | believe they picked it up because the wrong pickup location 
was given to them. | received a message that the driver had arrived, but didn’t see him? | 
called to ask where his car was. We then discovered he was about 20 minutes away from 
me. He agreed to pick me up anyway. If he knew | was farther away he probably wouldn't 
have picked me up. 


Talking to him on the way to Boones Mill we discovered we had a mutual interest in visiting 
cemeteries. He agreed to take me to cemeteries, and other places of interest, if | paid cash 
for his gas. 
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| had worried about getting back from Boones Mills. He agreed to come back and pick me up 
later. If he hadn’t picked me up | would have called a taxi in Roanoke, and it would have cost 
a fortune and there would be no guarantee they would pick me up. 


Since the driver knew the area | saw more of the area than | would have on my own. He has 
family living in Boones Mills. | didn’t lose any precious time waiting to rent a car and didn’t get 
stranded somewhere without the ability to get back. When | was in Lynchburg | visited Poplar 
Forest, but couldn’t visit the town of Bedford without a car. | wanted to do some research 
there. The Lyft driver took me to Bedford where | was able to see and hold an ancestor's 
1767 will. 
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| also met a friend of the Lyft driver who is distantly related to me. She knew quite a bit about 
our shared Wray family. 


When | went on to Knoxville, Tennessee | was able to get around easily using buses, and 
walking. | decided to visit the rural area where my Forgey family came from one day. Like 
Roanoke it was easy to get a Lyft to the Corryton area. | worried a little about getting back. | 
again figured | could call a taxi if worse came to worse. 


It seemed the easiest to set my ride destination as the Nicholas Gibbs log house. | had been 
wanting to take a closer look at that house after reading about an archaeological dig there. 
Also my ancestor Hugh Forgey was acquainted with Nicholas Gibbs because Gibbs posted a 
bond for Hugh. The Lyft driver had difficulty finding the log house. We did finally find it. The 
house is operated by the local historical society. | was just going to look in the windows, and 
then walk around the area where | believe my family’s land was. 


There were phone numbers on one of the windows. | decided to call and ask if it would be 
possible to go inside the house? By chance one of the volunteers was in the area and came 
right over and showed me around. 
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As | did everywhere | went | asked if the volunteer knew anything about the Forgey family? 
He said absolutely. He found a trunk full of papers in an old house in the area and there were 
a few documents with the surname Forgey. He told me most of the papers were now at the 
Calvin M. McClung Genealogy Library in Knoxville. | had been there several times and didn't 
know about that special collection. | planned on returning to that library later in the day. 


The volunteer, Mr. Longmire, was very nice. He offered to take me around in his truck and 
show me the area where my ancestors lived. Again | lucked out. It was very hot and humid 
and would have been difficult for me to walk very far. Actually the area where my family's land 
was turned out to be farther from the Gibbs house than | thought. It was about 3 miles away. 
He also took me to the Sawyers house where the many of the papers found in the trunk were 
originally stored. They were actually moved to the McBee house, which he also showed. A 
Sawyer's daughter married a McBee. These families were related to the Forgey family by 
marriage. 
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Mr. Longmire also showed me his collection of genealogy material at his house. | also met 
his wife, and dog. He left me off at a Target where | was able to get a Lyft back to Knoxville, 
that was ideal. | couldn't believe my luck meeting up with him! 


| spent 2 days going through the McBee/Sawyers papers at the Calvin M. McClung 
collection. There were documents naming Forgeys, and Civil War letters that were 


fascinating. 


In hindsight, not renting a car for this journey turned out to be a blessing in disguise. The 
challenges | faced led to unexpected encounters, deeper insights, and a richer understanding 
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of my ancestral roots. My trip reinforced the notion that on a research trip, the more people 
you engage with, the more you are likely to learn. 
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AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 


direction. | also research Irish records. 
Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Monday, January 8, 2024 


Examining Middle Names for Clues 


William Wray Forge 

BIRTH 18 May 1662 
Brownstown, Jackson County, indiana, USA 
20 Dec 1933 (aged 71) 
Grownstown, Jackson County, indiana, USA 


BURIAL Eractown Old Cemetery 
Freetown, Jackson County, indiana, USA 


MEMORIAL ID 51580605 : View Source 
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Early on in my genealogy research | discovered a middle name could be a mother's maiden 
name. My great-grandfather William Wray Forgey's middle name was his mother Elizabeth's 
maiden name. His aunt Polly Thurman Wray was given her paternal grandmother's maiden 
name as her middle name. After these early discoveries | looked at middle names very 
carefully for clues to their origins. 


William Wray Forgey's maternal grandmother Sarah Campbell-Wray's family is a brickwall for 
me. We don't know who her parents were? She was born about 1812, possibly in 
Tennessee. According to some posted family trees her full name was Sarah Cloud O'Briant 
Campbell. I've been looking at these middle names to see if they might provide clues? I've 
looked for those names in the area of Indiana she married and lived in. Those names haven't 
pointed to any solution to who her parents, or even siblings were. | haven't even found the 
source of those middle names. 


Sarah's daughters’ middle names appear in a family bible and other documents. Polly 
Thurman Wray is confirmed to have her maternal grandmother's maiden name, but her other 
daughters’ middle names are a mystery. One daughter was given the middle name Temple 
and another daughter Willington. | haven't been able to connect any of these names with my 
Indiana family. A son was given the name Harrison as a middle name, and that surname 
belonged to an uncle through marriage, on the Wray side. 
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My ancestor Elizabeth Wray's middle name was Jane. Often family first names are recycled 
as middle names. Jane could have been a relative of Sarah Campbell? 


Researching deeds | found a James Trigg Campbell. He appears to have a relationship with 
the Wray family living near them, and trading land with the family. James Campbell isn't an 
uncommon name, but | felt like the middle name Trigg could point me in the right direction, as 
middle names had in my past research. Sadly, no. 
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When | visited a Lynchburg cemetery during the summer I noticed a tombstone with the 
middle name Trigg on it. Possibly Trigg was a middle name used in the past without 
any significance? 


| visited the historic house Sandusky in Lynchburg, Virginia which was once owned by an 
Otey family. That name was used as a middle name by some of our Wray distant cousins. | 
told the historian at the house my relatives used Otey as a middle name and wondered if 
they were related? He said sometimes middle names were just names of neighbors. Middle 
names could be a clue to where the family lived, but may be the name of a relative. 
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Middle names are sometimes added to ancestors' names by people researching their family 
trees. The fact the name Oat has been added to my ancestor Benjamin Wray's name is a pet 
peeve of mine. | have found no documents with the middle name Oat, yet most online trees 
state his name is Benjamin Oat Wray. In 1757, when the older Benjamin was born, middle 
names were uncommon. There was a Benjamin Oat Wray who was a descendant of 
Benjamin. This man has a death certificate and lived in an era when middle names became 
more common. There was another descendant of Benjamin named James Oat Wray. Maybe 
someday we'll find out the significance of the name Oat? It's a mystery so far. 
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Middle initials can be important when it comes to identifying men with the same first and last 
names living in the same area. The middle initial D was added to my ancestor James Owens 
name to set him apart from other James Owens living in the same county. That initial led me 
to accurately identify him in his father's estate settlement resolving a brickwall. 
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Other times family tree researchers have added middle initials. This can happen when a 
name was abbreviated with the last letter of the abbreviation being written in superscript 
(raised above the text). In one case the middle initial A was added to one of the Benjamin 
Wray's names. Actually that was part of the abbreviation of the name. Benja was an 
abbreviation commonly used in the past. 


Once a wrong middle initial or middle name has been added to an ancestor's name it's nearly 
impossible to correct. It just keeps getting recopied. 


We have relatives who use Washington as a middle name, as a tribute to their hero George 
Washington. No clues there. Sometimes the middle name comes from a person someone 
admires. 


Sometimes middle names have been useful in confirming relationships and sometimes they 
are a total mystery. Maybe some day some of these mystery middle names will lead to 
solving a brickwall. 


Wednesday, December 13, 2023 


Learning about Ancestors from Eulogies and 
Obituaries/And where to locate them 
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| first discovered the value of a eulogy for family history research when | received one for a 
great-great aunt, Bridget aka Sister Mary Kathleen Mullen, from an aunt. She was a Catholic 
nun. The eulogy states she was from Galway; my father thought our Mullen family was from 
Cork. He probably was told his grandmother, Helen Mullen-Mason, left the port at Cork and 
thought the family lived there. The eulogy also gave the names of her parents, Patrick Mullen 
and Mary Huvane. | had never heard anything about the surname Huvane until then. My 
grandmother, Dorothy Mason-Kapple, and her siblings knew the maiden name of their 
grandmother, Mary Huvane-Mullen, but | didn't. | guess | just never asked. | should have 
asked more questions. 


Relatives are a good source when looking for eulogies. The more relatives, including distant 
relatives, you collaborate with the more likely you can find something like a eulogy. I've also 
gotten prayer cards with information about the deceased from distant relatives. 


in Marory of 
MARY KAPPEL THIMKLE 
Bate of Heth 
ecreniver 12, 1679 
Avevie, German r 


Date of Death 
Augual @& 1957. 


Vleew ard Tirso of Serwicnt 
$7. JOAN DAFTION OE LA SALE CHURCH 
Saturttay, Auguat 10, 1957 
#30 ASA 


Otficiasng 
Hew. Witham J. byoee 


; Le an ile 
VVhay the “ by al Ais. ; 


i ; i! 5 
vith! lepuretnd [itermyty the St. Nhaty's Corfuctory 


ve Loe Go bree fn Chast of Arpangescerrts 
woes COONEY MORTUARY 


aes Mee 


After learning the maiden name of my great-great grandmother | began researching the 
surname Huvane. To some family members the name seemed foreign. They thought it might 
be Spanish? Maybe the name came from Spanish Armada survivors? Once | had internet 
access in the 1990s | was able to find Huvanes living in the San Francisco area. | made 
contact with them and they shared the information they had about the family, and they shared 
some research done in Ireland by a researcher there. He stated the name Huvane, a variant 
of Huane, was likely a variant of Hoban. 


This Huvane family also attempted to help me learn more about my Mullen family. Our 
shared Huvane family relatives lived near the Mullens, in Pollaturick, Ireland, they of course 
were cousins of their family, and mine. My new cousins gave me contact information for a 
Mary Ellen Mullen-Thornton, they received from relatives in Pollaturick. She was the only 
Mullen closely related to me still alive, being that she was the first cousin of my grandmother 
Dorothy. The relative also stated that some of the Mullens lived in London. | wrote her a letter 
but never heard back. She was born in 1921 and was likely in poor health, or living in a care 
home when | wrote her. When | visited Ireland, and the townland of Pollaturick in 2019 a 
neighbor told me Mary Ellen was in a nursing home. The family hadn't lived on the land in 
decades because Mary Ellen's husband had land in another townland where she lived after 
her marriage. 


Asking questions on Facebook in 2021 | discovered Mary Ellen Mullen-Thornton was still 
alive, and 100 years old. Until then | had no idea she was that old! | was very surprised. Her 
aunt, Sister Mary Kathleen Mullen, was 103 when she died. This family has a longevity gene. 


Fast forward to December 2023. | learned that Mary Ellen had died in November 2022. This 
month is a busy month in the United States with Thanksgiving, and Christmas coming, so | 
missed that funeral stream on YouTube. Googling her name and the places she lived | found 
an obituary. Internet obituaries are free and easy to post so they are very common. Often 
funeral homes put these on their websites. Commonly these obituaries include a photo of the 
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deceased, and sometimes there is a slideshow with multiple photos that include family 
members. I've seen photos going back to the deceaseds childhood. I've also seen videos 
posted with these obituaries. 


A video produced by the family of my father Robert's first cousin can be viewed at this link . 
This video, with photos, helped me identify some unmarked photos. 


I've found many obituaries for relatives who died before the internet in old newspapers. Sites 
like newspapers.com or newspaperarchive.com are great, but you have to pay to view the 
obituaries. Chronicling America is a free newspaper site, but | haven't had any luck there 
myself. An Irish newspaper site with obituaries is Irish Newspaper Archives. 


Mary Ellen Mullen-Thornton's obituary provided the names of her children, which | didn't 
have. It confirmed two of her children lived in England, and one in London. The letter proved 
to be correct, one of her children did live in London. Great to see a photo of my 
grandmother's first cousin too! 


The death has occurred of 
Mary Ellen Thornton 


(nee Mullion) 


| remembered that in Ireland funeral services are streamed on YouTube or the churches 
website. The Mullen family church St. Joseph's Milltown, Tuam, Galway, Ireland, streams 
funeral services live. Unfortunately, after a short period of time they make them private. You 
need the link to view them. Thankfully, | was able to get a link from the church to view her 
funeral mass from last year. Unfortunately her family didn't give the eulogy. The priest did and 
he provided some interesting information. He confirmed that she was born in Pollaturick, 
when times were hard and no one had any money. Her occupation was housewife. He said 
she could speak Irish. He didn't know Irish was spoken in the village during her lifetime. Her 
aunt, my great-grandmother, also spoke Irish. He stated one of her daughter's names was 
actually Bernadette, which wasn't in the obituary. Dette in the obituary is apparently a 
nickname for Bernadette. 


The name of the care home Mary Ellen lived in was named during the service. The neighbor | 
spoke to was correct; she was in a nursing home. 


Prayers were said for the Thornton and Mullen families. It was nice to hear the Mullens 
acknowledged. 
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The priest also stated that some of her siblings died shortly after birth. He also said her 
brother Patrick died as a teenager, which doesn't seem to match some information | have? | 
know he was born in 1919. A Patrick Mullen sold land in Pollaturick in 1950 which | assumed 
was him. Maybe I'm wrong? Patrick Mullen isn't an uncommon name in Ireland. 


AUCTIONEER AND VALUER, TUAM (Phone 1531). 


COUNTY OP GALWAY, . ( 

Lands: Pollaturick and Cartron, Milltown. 
J A¥ instructed by Mr, Patrick Mullen to invite offers ‘be amie 
met his Residential Holding of Land situate at Pollaturick, Siltces. 

b comprises over 40 acres-of splendid-land of a very high 
quality & modern Dwellinghouse and Out-offices. 
ih ee is situate beside Mihtown Railway Station and withia ott 

Full particulars from and ail offers to 


THOMAS A. O'DONOGHUR, Solicitor, Team 
EE 


The reason I'm interested in information about her family is | would like to know if they have 
any old photos of my great-great grandparents? 


All of my great-grandmother's siblings, except for Michael Mullen, Mary Ellen's father, left the 
area. He inherited the family land. Mary Ellen was the only one of his children that lived long 
into adulthood. For this reason the Mullen family land was passed down to her. Her father's 
house, not lived in for decades, was falling apart when I visited there. | assume she was born 
there in 1921? My great-great grandmother was present at her birth according to her civil 
registration record. 


Interestingly Mary Ellen Mullen-Thornton was present when her grandmother, my great-great 
grandmother, Mary Huvane-Mullen died, according to her death record. 


I'm hoping to find a way to get in contact with Mary Ellen's descendant's in hopes they might 
have photos? 
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Obituaries and eulogies are great sources for family history. You can find obituaries online, 
and in newspapers, and sometimes in books. Family members might keep copies of 
eulogies, and some churches now live stream funerals on the internet. Also family members 
may have made videos of a funeral service. A relative may have presented a eulogy for a 
relative, friend. or neighbor, which may include information about themselves, and the area 
they lived in. Because of Covid restrictions many churches now stream their services. We 
now have more places to glean information from. 


Wednesday, November 15, 2023 


Court Papers/ Determined Papers Franklin 
District Court Virginia 


Looking for a court record regarding my Wray family | discovered the Chancery Court records 
online at Virginia Memory aren't always complete or thoroughly indexed. If your family lived in 
the counties of Franklin, Bedford, Campbell, Pittsylvania, Patrick, and Henry you might find a 
court case that your family was mentioned in using another source called determined papers 
at FamilySearch. These files were created after court cases were determined. It is nice to 
have the more complete files available at the FamilySearch site. Since these records were 
filmed, in 1976-1977, some of the file pages have become separated and aren't in their 
original file. That's why the recently scanned files at Virginia Memory aren't always complete. 


You can search the FamilySearch catalog using the keyword determined and the link should 
come up for this record set. You can also search by county, and then find the link under court 
records. Elizabeth Shown Mills pointed this record set out to me. Somehow | overlooked this 
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valuable source. Honestly wish more YouTube family history videos would focus on these 
little known types of records. 


These records aren't indexed. If you are looking for a particular court record and have dates 
you can just search around that date. Knowing when the case was finally settled helps. 
Generally all the paperwork was filed together when the case was determined. 


You can search these records page by page or just look at each cover page. The cover page 
will generally be written on paper folded longways, which looks like a book spine. If you've 
done courthouse research you will quickly spot the cover pages. 
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Things | found included in these determined files: 
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| saw some newspapers in the files: 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com 9/24 


1/18/24, 12:16 PM 


AK'S Genealogy Research 


Lists of witnesses: 


There was a legal dispute over the tax lists and full tax lists were included in a file: 
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Interesting the time court would meet is outlined in this document. Since there wasn't good 
lighting available sunset ended the court day. 


The cases often involved slaves. If someone is researching slave ancestry these records do 


provide the names of slaves. Also there are cases involving land disputes which include land 
records and sometimes land surveys. 


Court records are a very important source for family history, especially in the south where 
vital records weren't introduced until the twentieth century. 


Thursday, November 9, 2023 


My Wray/Ray Family and the Disabled Slave 
Betty 
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During my August trip to Virginia | stayed in a hotel near Liberty University. On the other side 
of the campus there was a major street with a Target and Walmart, and restaurants. Walking 
through the campus to get to this area it began pouring rain one day. | decided to take shelter 
in the library until the rain let up. | didn't think this religiously oriented institution would have 
genealogy related material but thought they would at least have some Virginia history books. 
| was surprised to actually find a book marking the bicentennial of the county | was 
researching. "Franklin County, Virginia, 1786-1986 : a bicentennial history" is a book | found 
in that library. | had never seen it before. 


| didn't expect to find anything about the Wray family in a chapter about slavery. I've been 
researching that family over 20 years and never found a record of them owning any slaves. 


| was floored by the story of Moses and Elizabeth Wray and a slave girl named Betty. 
Evidently a man named David Morgan bought a slave girl named Betty and her father 
Sampson from William Lee. Moses Wray leased Betty from Morgan for $7 a year. The Wrays 
returned Betty to Morgan after discovering she was lame, either due to an injury or one leg 
being shorter than the other. 


What happened to slaves like Betty who were disabled? Someone who could not walk could 
sew and do tasks with their hands. Other more severely disabled people were cared for by 
mother's who had to be their caregivers along with performing their own work as slaves. 
These severely disabled slaves were kept or sold off with their caregivers. Some disabled 
slaves were sold to doctors who performed experiments on them, according to an article on 
Wikipedia. 
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| wanted to confirm the story in the book so | ordered a copy of the Elizabeth Ray affidavit 
cited in the book from The Library of Virginia archives. The case she provided the affidavit for 
was named Morgan v. Lee, because Morgan was suing Lee because the slaves he 
purchased from him turned out to be unsound. | quickly received a reply from a reference 
librarian after submitting my order. She said the affidavit wasn't in the box which was referred 
to in the book citation. 


| corresponded with the reference librarian by phone and email trying to figure out where the 
affidavit might have been filed? | was nearly giving up thinking it was lost. It took a month for 
the affidavit to be found. 
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| learned that the other affidavits were a part of the chancery records online at the Virginia 
Memory site. | had already checked that site back when | was in Virginia. Nothing came up 
about this case? Why? Because the case was indexed under the variant spelling Morgain. 
Also the name Ray, or variant spelling Rey, actually are in the file documents online, but 
aren't in the index. | just found the file a few days ago. 
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Two of the case affidavits involve the Rays. Elizabeth Ray and William Waid provided their 
recollections of Betty, and the leasing of her by the Ray family. The two affidavits don't 
completely agree. Apparently Waid worked on the Ray plantation for a year. According to 
William Waid the Ray's had Betty for some time before returning her to Morgan because of 
her disability. He states Morgan offered to lower the lease rate and even offered to give her to 
the Rays as a gift. According to him Moses said he couldn't afford to feed and clothe her if 
she could not work. 
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According to Elizabeth Ray she immediately noticed the girl was limping as she left the 
wagon when she was brought over. She asked the girl to show her the wound. She did see a 
wound on the girl's hip. She also stated if Betty had a child she would likely become 
completely disabled. 
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Since one page from the Morgan v. Lee case was missing from the file I'm doing a little more 
research on the case in Virginia determined papers at FamilySearch. Not knowing exactly 
when the case ended it's been difficult to find in those papers. 


Not sure what became of Betty? Sadly, someone like her wouldn't have had any good future 
prospects in 1794 America. The best outcome would have been that she was granted her 
freedom because no one wanted to buy her. 


Posted by Annette at 11:38 AM Nocomments:  [# 
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Tuesday, October 3, 2023 


Finding An Ancestor's Land On A Map/ a 
challenging process 


When | visited Virginia and Tennessee this past July and August | wanted to visit the location 
of my ancestors' land. | had descriptions of the approximate location because creeks were 
mentioned in their deeds. Since creeks can run for many miles it's difficult to say where, 
exactly, their land was? 


Virginia does have county historical maps that were produced by a cartographer. These 
maps show approximate locations of early settlers' land. They were produced by H. R. 
Hildebrand. My ancestor Moses Wray is listed in the Franklin County. Virginia map. | 
wondered what the source for these locations were? | did some research in the courthouses 
and didn't see any information there pinpointing land locations? | did find a description of 
what the sources were at the East Tennessee State University website. "Compiled from old 
maps, historical records, and traditions by J.R. Hildebrand." The fact some of the locations 
were based on traditions worried me a little. | had taken these maps more literally. | now felt 
like | needed to verify the approximate location, also. 
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| visited a surveyor's office in Rocky Mount because | thought they might have some tips 
regarding locating an ancestor's land. The office had some hunting trophies (which reminded 
me of my grandfather Forgey who liked to keep taxidermy animals). 


The surveyor's suggestion was to trace the land ownership forward using deeds. Once the 
current owners information is found the exact location of the land can be found using tax 
records. 


| attempted to trace the land forward using deeds, but quickly lost the ownership trail. Could 
be later owners didn't file deeds? | wasn't sure why | was having problems? | decided to try to 
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trace the land ownership backward instead. 


So how do you find current land ownership information? The best way is to use a parcel land 
viewer. There are many of these online and free to use. Franklin County, Virginia's parcel 
map is located at the ArcGIS Franklin County, Virginia website. 


Moses Wray owned land on Maggodee Creek and White Oak Creek in Boones Mill. White 
Oak Creek on Google Maps is mismarked Gills Creek. That creek runs east west whereas 
White Oak creek runs more north south and eventually meets the Blackwater River. 


The most accurate topo maps are on the USGS website. They have maps showing creeks 
going back to the 19th century right up to the present. | was thinking the name of White Oak 
creek changed when | didn't find it on Google Maps. That slowed my progress locating the 
land. 


What | know from the deeds is Moses Wray had land on Maggodee Creek and White Oak 
Creek. using the USGS map | found the creek. Since White Oak Creek flows into Maggodee 
creek | guessed the land is in that area. 


Now | had a general location to search the parcel map at ArcGIS. My hope was actually to 
find someone with the surname still owning the land in the area, but | was thinking | would 
likely have to trace the many parcels backward. 


Clicking the first few parcels | didn't see any surnames | recognized. To my surprise | did 
click on a parcel owned by someone with the surname Wray! I've decided to contact this 
current Wray owner and ask if he knows whether Moses Wray owned his land. They'll 
probably think I'm crazy but the worst that could happen is | don't get a reply. 


If you look at the blue outline of the land currently owned by a Wray it gives us an idea of 
how much land the family once owned. The current owner owns 86 acres. The Wrays owned 
hundreds of acres in this area. Their land would have covered a substantial amount of land 
on White Oak Creek. That creek is shorter than Maggodee Creek. 
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Now that I have a better approximation of where the Wray land was, how accurate is the H. 
R. Hildebrand map? Since there is no scale on this map it's tough to say. Hildebrand did have 
Moses Wray's name written on the correct side of the highway. Comparing where the current 
Wray land owner owns land Moses Wray's land would have been about 3 miles east of the 
highway. The Hildebrand map is generally right but would give some people the false 
impression Moses Wray's land was closer to the highway and farther north than it likely was. 
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The current Wray landowner, on White Oak creek, owns parcel 7. Two of Moses Wray's sons 
inherited what they called lots 4 and 5. | wonder if two other sons inherited lots 6 and 7? | 
have no idea whether the numbering is the same? 


Moving on to Tennessee | wasn't so lucky. I'm looking for ancestor Hugh Forgey's land. 
Unfortunately the Forgey family didn't stay in the Corryton, Knox County, Tennessee area. 
Since Hugh Forgey's land was described as being at the head of Little Flat Creek | have a 
general idea of where the land was located. | tried to again trace parcels backward and 
forward to get the exact location of the land. The Forgey land was probably broken up into 
smaller parcels, and | haven't been able to establish the exact location of the land. Hugh 
Forgey owned 300 acres of land. The current owners in the area own much smaller parcels 
of land. The map outline, below, shows 7 acres. Hugh Forgey's land would have covered a 
large portion of the Little Flat Creek area. 
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The online parcel maps showing current landowners has been helpful when it comes to 
finding the names of current landowners, and viewing how the land has been broken up into 
smaller parcels. Great tool for genealogists! 


Wednesday, September 20, 2023 


Research Trip Serendipity 


| took a trip to the Virginia Piedmont area and East Tennessee in August. My Wray and 
McPike ancestors were from the Piedmont area of Virginia. | started my journey in Lynchburg 
where | visited the Jones Memorial Library which is a genealogy library. 


Traveling around Lynchburg was easy. The city has a bus system, it’s pretty limited but 
cheaper than renting a car or using Uber or Lyft. 
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From Lynchburg | moved onto Franklin County, Virginia. | took a Greyhound bus from 
Lynchburg to Roanoke (I found out train service was also available and | probably should 
have taken the train). Roanoke being a city it was easy to get a Lyft to my hotel in Franklin 
County. 


| arrived in Rocky Mount on a Saturday. | was told by the front desk person at my hotel that 
there was no public transportation, Uber or Lyft. The one car rental agency was closed until 
Monday. | wanted to travel about 12 miles to Boones Mill where some of my ancestors lived. | 
decided to try to schedule a Lyft for Sunday morning. 


A Lyft driver did pickup the ride. | believe they picked it up because the wrong pickup location 
was given to them. | received a message that the driver had arrived, but didn’t see him? | 
called to ask where his car was. We then discovered he was about 20 minutes away from 
me. He agreed to pick me up anyway. If he knew | was farther away he probably wouldn't 
have picked me up. 


Talking to him on the way to Boones Mill we discovered we had a mutual interest in visiting 
cemeteries. He agreed to take me to cemeteries, and other places of interest, if | paid cash 
for his gas. 
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| had worried about getting back from Boones Mills. He agreed to come back and pick me up 
later. If he hadn’t picked me up | would have called a taxi in Roanoke, and it would have cost 
a fortune and there would be no guarantee they would pick me up. 


Since the driver knew the area | saw more of the area than | would have on my own. He has 
family living in Boones Mills. | didn’t lose any precious time waiting to rent a car and didn’t get 
stranded somewhere without the ability to get back. When | was in Lynchburg | visited Poplar 
Forest, but couldn’t visit the town of Bedford without a car. | wanted to do some research 
there. The Lyft driver took me to Bedford where | was able to see and hold an ancestor's 
1767 will. 
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| also met a friend of the Lyft driver who is distantly related to me. She knew quite a bit about 
our shared Wray family. 


When | went on to Knoxville, Tennessee | was able to get around easily using buses, and 
walking. | decided to visit the rural area where my Forgey family came from one day. Like 
Roanoke it was easy to get a Lyft to the Corryton area. | worried a little about getting back. | 
again figured | could call a taxi if worse came to worse. 


It seemed the easiest to set my ride destination as the Nicholas Gibbs log house. | had been 
wanting to take a closer look at that house after reading about an archaeological dig there. 
Also my ancestor Hugh Forgey was acquainted with Nicholas Gibbs because Gibbs posted a 
bond for Hugh. The Lyft driver had difficulty finding the log house. We did finally find it. The 
house is operated by the local historical society. | was just going to look in the windows, and 
then walk around the area where | believe my family’s land was. 


There were phone numbers on one of the windows. | decided to call and ask if it would be 
possible to go inside the house? By chance one of the volunteers was in the area and came 
right over and showed me around. 
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As | did everywhere | went | asked if the volunteer knew anything about the Forgey family? 
He said absolutely. He found a trunk full of papers in an old house in the area and there were 
a few documents with the surname Forgey. He told me most of the papers were now at the 
Calvin M. McClung Genealogy Library in Knoxville. | had been there several times and didn't 
know about that special collection. | planned on returning to that library later in the day. 


The volunteer, Mr. Longmire, was very nice. He offered to take me around in his truck and 
show me the area where my ancestors lived. Again | lucked out. It was very hot and humid 
and would have been difficult for me to walk very far. Actually the area where my family's land 
was turned out to be farther from the Gibbs house than | thought. It was about 3 miles away. 
He also took me to the Sawyers house where the many of the papers found in the trunk were 
originally stored. They were actually moved to the McBee house, which he also showed. A 
Sawyer's daughter married a McBee. These families were related to the Forgey family by 
marriage. 
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Mr. Longmire also showed me his collection of genealogy material at his house. | also met 
his wife, and dog. He left me off at a Target where | was able to get a Lyft back to Knoxville, 
that was ideal. | couldn't believe my luck meeting up with him! 


| spent 2 days going through the McBee/Sawyers papers at the Calvin M. McClung 
collection. There were documents naming Forgeys, and Civil War letters that were 


fascinating. 


In hindsight, not renting a car for this journey turned out to be a blessing in disguise. The 
challenges | faced led to unexpected encounters, deeper insights, and a richer understanding 
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of my ancestral roots. My trip reinforced the notion that on a research trip, the more people 
you engage with, the more you are likely to learn. 
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| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 


direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home 


My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Tuesday, July 25, 2023 


My Wish Has Come True For An Every 
Name Index to Deeds at FamilySearch! 


United States Wills and Deeds Experimental Search 


What have | been wishing for years now? An every name index for deeds! I've been hoping 
for this for ages, and guess what? FamilySearch made my wish come true with their new 
OCR search that works as an every name index. How awesome is that? 


It actually also is a will index, and brings up other types of records too. 


It's about as accurate as the old newspapers indexed with OCR. It can be a bit hit and miss 
because of messy handwriting and fading text. But hey, no system is perfect! 


Also if your ancestral area prohibits FamilySearch from making their records available from 
anywhere you won't be able to see the actual documents, unless you visit the FamilySearch 


Library or a Family History Center. As you can see below one search result brought up one 
blank document. 
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The second result, brought up by my surname search, did return an actual document. You 
can click on the transcript to see a transcribed copy of the document or just view the actual 
image of the original document. 
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When you do view the original documents pages sometimes your search names are 
surrounded by red dotted lines, which are helpful. 


Oddly, sometimes, you can't turn the pages once you're on the image. That's a problem if 
your document is multiple pages. Also, these limited pages, don't have additional information 
so you can find the microfilm in the catalog. Most pages do, however, allow you to turn the 


pages and provide information about the source. 


If | don't find what I'm looking for with one search, | brainstorm! | just tweak the search a bit. | 
was looking for a deed related to my several times great-grandfather, and at first, | couldn't 


find it. | then searched using his wife's name instead and it came up! 


I've been researching my family history for over 20 years and still I've found new information 


using this search. 


For instance | found a brief will for a 3 times great-grandfather. In all these years I've 


research | missed it somehow? 


One piece of information scared me. | worried | identified the wrong family for my ancestor 
Nancy Melvin-Hicks. When searching for Nancy Melvin | found a will for James Blades. He 
said his sister was Nancy Melvin. | wondered if my Nancy Melvin married before and | was 
wrong about her parents being John Melvin and Mary Redden. Actually when the will was 
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written my Mary Redden was married to Elijah Hicks. 
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| wanted to make sure so | researched this other family. | figured Melvin would have been 
Nancy's married name. | searched for a Melvin marrying a Blades and only found someone 
marrying after the will was written. | finally discovered Nancy Melvin was married to William 
Melvin and it was her second marriage, that's why | couldn't find a Blades/Melvin marriage 
before. 


Nancy Blades 


Marriage » Merytend County Marriages, 1658-1940 


ame Willian: Rosse Ross 
Sex Male 
ve Nancy Blades 
x Female 
Event Type Marriage 
© 26 Feb 1812 


Evert Mace Worcester, Maryland, United States 


William Handy Melvin 


Marriage « Maryland County Marriages, 1658-1940 


jornet Willian Handy Melvin 
oe Male 
& Nancy Rosse Ross 
ex Female 
© Marriage 
Jate 15 Jan 1825 


Event Plece Worcester, Maryland, United States 


I've paged through countless deed books in my quest to learn about my ancestors. | don't 
have all the time in the world to go through hundreds of books from my ancestral areas. That 
would take forever! It would probably take indexers a lifetime to create every name indexes 
for all those deed books. That's a massive task! 


So, a big thank you to FamilySearch for this innovative OCR search feature. It might not be 
perfect, but it's definitely a step in the right direction. 


Friday, July 21, 2023 
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How My Segment Map Has Helped With An 
Irish Match 


A new DNA match popped up at 23andMe with the surname Rattigan. This person lives in 
Ireland. This could refer back to my Huane/Rhatigan line? The only information | have about 
the maiden name of a great-great-great grandmother comes from a pension application with 
information from the 1851 Census. My great-great grandmother and her brother applied for 
pensions. The applications states the maiden name of their mother was Rhatigan. | haven't 
found any other information to support that. My new DNA match may confirm my great-great- 
great grandmother was Bridget Rhatigan? 
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My new Rattigan match shares one 7 cM segment and one 28.46 cM segment. Sharing 2 
segments leads me to believe this is a valid match, as does the person's paternal line is from 
County Mayo where my Rattigans would have lived. Checking Genome Mate Pro segment 
map | don't have any named segments on the 7 cM chromosome. 


| do have a portion of chromosome 21 identified as coming from my Irish Mullen/Huane line. 
Unfortunately | only know that a couple matches on that chromosome are of Irish heritage but 
don't know exactly who our common ancestors are? One lives in Australia. | live in the United 
States. 
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Using my segment map | noticed the Australian match and the Irish Rattigan match share the 
exact same segment, along with another person. 
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Unfortunately, I'm the only descendant of the Rattigan line who has tested at 23andMe. My 
aunt, who tested at Family Tree DNA, would be a better person to compare with this match. 
Fortunately | have the Genome Mate Pro segment map. Looking at the map | notice I do 
share a segment with my aunt on chromosome 21 where my 23andMe match and Australian 
match also do. 


| have that segment on my aunt's chromosome 21 identified as coming from a descendant of 
Thomas Huvane/Huane. The wife of Thomas Huane was Bridget Rhatigan according to the 
pension information. 


At this time this match seems to be pointing to the Rattigan/Huane line of County Mayo, 
Ireland. We have the match stating her paternal line was from Mayo, | have segment map 
data confirming segment chr 21 is of Irish origin, and my aunt has a confirmed 
Huvane/Huane match on segment 21. 


Since | have matches who haven't tested at every site, plus most of my matches on my Irish 
line have no posted trees, DNA segment data is very important. The reason they don't have 
trees is because most of the church records in the area where our ancestors lived have been 
destroyed. We need DNA and the segment information to try to piece our family trees 
together. I've contacted the match at 23andMe, but most matches never reply. Fingers 
crossed they do. 
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Sunday, April 30, 2023 


A Trip to the Past: Identifying places in old 
photos 


Google Street View has been a useful tool for me to identify the location of some of our old 
family photos. However, it didn't help me identify the school in Glendale, California, where my 
mother posed with her Girl Scout troop. I've always been fascinated with this particular photo, 
as my mother loved her Girl Scout troop and their energetic leader Bunny. Bunny even led 
the girls on a hike up to the Griffith Park Observatory! 


They were dressed as Circus performers. One of the wagon in front belonged to my mother's family. 


| recalled seeing a street number on the building in the photo, but | didn't think to look at a 
city directory. Fortunately, someone on Facebook helped me identify the school as Columbus 
School. This person used a city directory to identify the school. 
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Upon further research, | discovered that Columbus School was founded in the 1890s with 
only 30 students, and has been rebuilt and added on to multiple times since. The buildings in 
my mother's time dated back to the 1920s, but the school was rebuilt again in 1949 and no 
longer bears any resemblance to the school my mother attended in the 1930s. Therefore, 
Google Street View would not have been helpful in this case. 


| was also unsure where a mission photo was taken. My mother's family often visited both the 
San Gabriel Mission and the San Fernando Mission, but | wasn't sure which one it was. | 
visited the San Fernando Mission for the first time yesterday and confirmed that it was the 
one in the photo. | could have used Google Street View or online photos to identify the 
mission, but it wasn't necessary in the end. 


Old family photo of the San Fernando Mission 
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Taken yesterday 


The Forgey family, my mother's family, frequently visited the mission in the 1930s when they 
lived in Glendale. My mother particularly loved Brand Park, which is located across the 
street. During my recent visit to the San Fernando Mission, | was unable to walk around the 
park due to Quinceafera photo shoots, but | still enjoyed the beautiful gardens there. 
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As | walked around the mission grounds, | felt a deep connection to my family's history in 
California. It was a poignant reminder of the memories and stories that have been passed 
down through the generations, and | feel grateful to be able to continue learning about and 


exploring my family's past. 
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Saturday, April 1, 2023 


Dealing with Old Family Photos/Sorting, 
Scanning, and — people 


Preserving family memories is a precious and essential task that helps us connect with our 
past and pass on our family history to future generations. Old photos in boxes and albums 
are a treasure trove of memories, but they can also be overwhelming to sort through and 
organize. Recently, | decided to tackle the task of scanning and organizing my family's old 
photos, and in the process, | learned a few things that might be helpful for others undertaking 
the same task. 


The first thing | learned was to organize the photos chronologically before scanning. | made 
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the mistake of scanning photos haphazardly, and I'm currently arranging them online in 
chronological order. It's much easier to have them in order beforehand, as it saves time and 
effort. Also it's best to save scans as a .tiff (for more advice on scanning photos | recommend 
listening to this 2018 RootsTech video). 


If you are going to remove photos from an album it's important to scan the pages before 
removing them. The order they are placed in albums is generally chronological. Also photos 
glued into albums may have identifying information written next to photos. Unfortunately 
someone removed all my maternal grandparents' family photos from the albums and the 
identifying information on some of the pages was lost. 


Lucky that my paternal side didn't removed all photos from the family album 


Another important tip is to look at the back of the photos as you take them out of albums, and 
look carefully for dates. Many old photos have dates or identifying information written on the 
back, and this can be invaluable in organizing them. | also discovered that some of our family 
photos from the 1930s had a faint date stamped on the back that | had overlooked 
previously. Additionally, some photos had black backing because they were cut out of a photo 
album. So, I'm carefully removing the backing from some of the photos | can't identify in case 
there is writing on the back. 


Stamp on back of photo says 2 Mar 1932 


When dating family photos, it's essential to use research information regarding friends and 
relatives to see who would most likely be in your family photos during a specific time period. 
This can help you narrow down who is in the photo and when it was taken. | also found it 
helpful to search for photos or relatives online to find more family photos to match them with 
photos | couldn't identify. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2023-09-20T 14:12:00-07:00&max-results=80 12/35 


1/18/24, 12:15 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


| found the photo on the left posted by cousins online. | had a copy of the photo on the right which wasn't 
identified. The photo on the left is identified and helped confirm my father's aunt Mary is in the unidentified photo. 


For identifying people in old photos, photo recognition software can be a valuable tool. 
However, it's essential to keep in mind that siblings can look very much alike, and even in the 
90% similar range. In most cases, a score of 90% would be the same person, but it's 
important to eliminate the possibility of lookalike close relatives. Also, these programs can 


have difficulty identifying some people as they age. 


Sometimes you can find descriptions of wedding attire in a newspaper if you can't identify 
wedding photos. The photo below is described in a wedding announcement. So we know this 
photo was taken in 1948 at the wedding of Bertha Salamon her cousin. 


Allentonion Tokes 
Bride in Chicago 


Mrs. Adolyne Yuskis 


In conclusion, organizing old family photos can be a challenging and time-consuming task, 
but it's worth the effort to preserve family memories for future generations. By organizing the 
photos chronologically, looking at the back of the photos for dates, using research 
information, searching for additional photos online, and using photo recognition software, you 
can make the process more manageable and enjoyable. Remember that every photo has a 
story to tell, and preserving those stories is a gift to future generations. 


Wednesday, March 8, 2023 


Is The Shared Match Feature The Only 
atDNA Tool You'll Ever Need? (from 
RootsTech 2023 Presentation) Putting It To 


The Test 
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| decided to test the effectiveness of Diahan Southard's shared DNA matches technique, 
which she outlined in her presentation, "Shared DNA Matches - The Only DNA Tool You Will 
Ever Need," to find missing ancestors in my family tree, from RootsTech 2023. The basic 
idea is to use shared matches to identify ancestors that are missing from your family tree. 
You know your great-grandparent's great-grandchildren are your 2nd cousin matches. If you 
are missing a set of great-great grandparents you can use the technique as follows. If you 
have a good 2nd cousin match you can separate matches for the known set of great-great 
grandparents by marking this match couple with a colored dot or note, using the shared 
matches feature at the DNA companies, to find a set of missing great-great 

grandparents. The leftover matches are likely related to your missing ancestral couple. To 
discover who they are, you need to determine how each of these leftover matches is related 
to each other and which couples they share. 


In my case, | have a brick wall on my mother's paternal side. We don't know the identity of a 
set of Campbell 3rd great-grandparents, who would be the parents of our ancestor Sarah 
"Sally" Campbell. | followed the technique outlined in the presentation and marked the 
shared matches of our best match related to this line of the family. | have been using a 
similar technique already by making notes to record matches with the names of shared 
ancestral couples, and | was also often recording the child they match through. However, | 
didn't use the best match technique to find matches to mark. | haven't kept up with marking 
matches, so | don't have every match marked. Just marking the best matches' shared 
matches on a brick wall line is something that is doable and not overwhelming. 


After marking those matches, | came to the same conclusion | had already come to. We likely 
are related to matches who descend from George Lafayette Campbell. | reached this 
conclusion by searching for DNA matches with the surname Campbell on their trees, and 
their Campbells were from Tennessee, as the children of my Sarah Campbell stated. 


While performing this exercise, | discovered that we don't have many matches on our brick 
wall line. Most of my mother's matches are on the known couples' lines. There weren't many 
leftovers. Perhaps the Campbells don't have many descendants, or not many of them have 
taken a DNA test, or my mother didn't inherit much DNA for that line. 
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90% of matches were on his side not hers 


George Lafayette Campbell was likely a cousin of my Sarah Campbell. He was in the same 
generation as Sarah. Sarah's family migrated to Indiana, while George's family stayed in the 
south. The names of his parents are unknown, and no records have been found naming 
them. 


Is the shared matches feature the only one we need? In my case, no. | have another 
ancestral line from the same place as George Lafayette Campbell. | also have a Browning 
family who lived in Greene County, Tennessee. I've created a chromosome map in Genome 
Mate Pro, and | have good matches on the Browning line and have been able to map the 
chromosomes for this family. | found some Browning segments overlapping with the 
Campbell segments | have. | believe chromosome mapping is necessary to establish how we 
are related to matches from the same rural areas. The overlap isn't much but | need more 
segment data to establish this is nothing to worry about. 


| do believe that you need to mark shared matches, but this needs to be done along with 
chromosome mapping to ensure that you are related in the way you believe. Chromosome 
mapping isn't strictly triangulation; it's filling in your chromosomes with segments as 
completely as possible. By filling in a chromosome map you can also spot gaps where your 
missing ancestors might fit. Using 2nd cousins and other good matches is the best way to 
establish where a segment came from. Use large segments to name smaller ones. 
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Most of our ancestors lived in rural agricultural communities. We can be related to our 
matches in more than one way. We need more than one tool to establish how we are related. 


We often need both tools, a chromosome browser, and shared matches; and any other tools 
available. A chromosome browser doesn't bite; it has never bitten me yet. At Genome Mate 
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Pro, you just upload your match segment data, and there is a way to name the segments you 
can confidently identify. Both techniques are easy, and not that time consuming. 


Sunday, March 5, 2023 


RootsTech 2023 Virtual Presentation 
Highlights 


RootTech 2023 included in-person attendees for the first time since the COVID pandemic 
started. It included virtual sessions which is the way | watched. This year's conference had a 
lot of great presentations. 


But of all the presentations that were offered, there were a few that really stood out to me, 
either because they provided me with information | didn't know before or because they 
inspired me to try a new research technique. Here are a few that | found particularly 
interesting: 


¢« DNA Misconceptions - Kelli Jo Bergheimer 

¢ Reconstruct Your Ancestor's Lives with Google - Lisa Louise Cooke 

e My Messy Complicated Birth Roots Story - Diahan Southard 

e The Latest Research Tools to Assist with Your DNA Matches - Gal Zrihen 
Sponsored by: MyHeritage 

¢ What's New at Ancestry in 2023? Crista Cowan 


One interesting point that came up during the "DNA Misconceptions" presentation was the 
fact that phasing, or automated separation of your genome by parent, can be wrong, 
producing false matches and throwing your ethnicity results off. This is an important reminder 
that while DNA testing can be a powerful tool for genealogical research, it's important to be 
aware of its limitations and to interpret your results with caution. 


"Reconstructing Your Ancestor's Lives" inspired me to try more strategies for searching for 
family information on Google. | actually found a newspaper article about a great uncle | 
hadn't seen before. | had never heard of the newspaper called the Calumet Index, which 
covered the Pullman area of Chicago before, either. My great-uncle William Kappel was 
mentioned in the newspaper with others who had served in WWII from that area. He was 
killed in Europe, Germany, during WWII as the paper states, and his wife is also mentioned. 
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"My Messy Complicated Birth Roots" reinforced the fact that grouping your matches is 
important and close matches you cannot identify could be key to solving your brickwalls. 


MyHeritage's new tool, "CM Explainer™", which estimates your relationships to a match 
sounds like a helpful tool. Using the number of shared cMs, the age of your match, and 


yourself, to point to possible relationships is useful. 
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Finally, Ancestry.com's group messaging may help facilitate collaboration and encourage 
matches to respond. This could be a useful tool for those who are looking to connect with 
others who share their family history interests and work together to uncover new information. 


RootsTech 2023 was an informative and inspiring event. Whether you're just starting out on 
your genealogical journey or you're a seasoned researcher, there was something for 
everyone at this year's conference. | can't wait to see what next year's RootsTech has in 
store! 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2023-09-20T 14:12:00-07:00&max-results=80 17/35 


1/18/24, 12:15 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


Sunday, February 26, 2023 


The Complexities of YDNA 
Haplogroups/Why even close relatives can 
be assigned different terminal SNPs 


In addition to providing information about our ancient origins and migration patterns, 
haplogroups can also be a valuable tool in genetic genealogy. Haplogroups can help us 
identify possible relatives who share a common ancestor on our patrilineal or matrilineal line, 
even if they don't share enough autosomal DNA (atDNA) to be detected as a match. 


As an example, consider the case of two Browning male cousins who matched my mother 
with different terminal haplogroups at 23andMe. Despite not matching each other based on 
their atDNA results, they are likely distant cousins who share the same YDNA haplogroup, 
but not terminal haplogroup. This means that they both inherited their Y-chromosome DNA 
from a common ancestor on their patrilineal line, even though they have different terminal 
SNPS. 


This information is particularly useful for our family because we are looking for Browning 
males to test in the Browning line for a YDNA project at Family Tree DNA. By identifying 
individuals who share the same haplogroup, we can narrow down our search for potential 
relatives who are more likely to share a common ancestor on our Browning patrilineal line. 
Since AncestryDNA doesn't provide YDNA haplogroups it can be tricky selecting a male to 
test because there could be a break in their direct male line. 23andMe does provide that 
useful information. If two men are in completely different haplogroups we know there is a line 
break. 


Paternal Haplogroup 


Paternal haplogroups identify ancient lines 


of men that ail trace back to 


common ancestor. 
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Haplogroups can vary even between parents and their children, according to a 23andMe 
post. A child might be assigned a different haplogroup than their parent due to missing data 
or other factors. This means that even if two individuals share a common ancestor on their 
patrilineal or matrilineal line, they might not have the same terminal haplogroup SNPs. 
However, they are still likely related and share a common ancestor on their direct paternal or 
maternal line. 


To be safe we will try to find at least two men to test for our Browning line to ensure there are 
no line breaks. There is a Browning male who already tested at Family Tree DNA. They took 
the 37 marker test, which basically only put them in the R haplogroup. | believe a good 
marker match would be enough to prove a relationship to him. Since all the Browning males, 
so far, are in the R haplogroup it seems to be a good sign they are likely all related, although 
they are in a very common haplogroup for Europe. 


Haplogroups are a powerful tool in genetic genealogy that can help us identify potential 
relatives who share a common ancestor on our patrilineal or matrilineal line. By 
understanding the implications of haplogroup differences and similarities, we can make more 
informed decisions about our DNA testing strategies and better understand our family history, 
even though SNP assignments can be confusing. 


Tuesday, January 31, 2023 


Understanding the Limitations of 
Genetically Based Family Trees 


(This was written by ChatGPT with a summary | provided) 


If you're looking to trace your ancestry, you may have come across two popular models: 
AncestryDNA ThruLines and 23andMe's Family Tree. Both of these models use DNA testing 
to generate a family tree, but there are some key differences to keep in mind when using 
them. 


AncestryDNA ThruLines generates a pedigree chart using both family trees posted on their 
site and DNA matches. However, the relationships shown on the chart are only potential and 
not guaranteed. You may occasionally find that some of your matches are related to you 
more than once, and checking shared matches can help to verify the relationships suggested 
by ThruLines. 
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On the other hand, 23andMe doesn't use family trees but instead creates a pedigree chart 
with only the names of matches and possible shared ancestors (actually it doesn't give 
names only possible locations on the chart for shared ancestors). The individuals are placed 
on the chart based on their shared DNA and cousin predictions. However, it's important to 
keep in mind that these generational predictions can be inaccurate, as it's difficult to predict 
cousin relationships based solely on DNA. Cousins from the same generation can have 
different amounts of shared DNA, making it challenging to determine their exact relationship. 
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In conclusion, while genetically based family trees can provide useful information about your 
ancestry, it's important to be aware of their limitations. It's always a good idea to check 
shared matches and other sources to verify the relationships suggested by these models. By 
doing so, you can get a more accurate picture of your ancestry and better understand your 
family history. 


Sunday, January 29, 2023 


Ask The Magic 8 Ball/ or ChatGPT for 
Genealogy 
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| really enjoyed playing with the Magic 8 Ball as a child. Who knew a better question and 
answer tool would come along in my future. The Magic 8 Ball never told me about it. 


The now available to the public ChatGPT is a chatbot trained using artificial intelligence to 
answer questions and carry on a conversation that you initiate. 


What | like most about it is the back and forth chat encourages different ways of thinking and 
approaching a problem you may not have thought of. It can present ideas you never 
considered. The biggest problem is the information may not always be correct. You can 
actually redirect the chat in the right direction by entering the corrected information in the 
chat. 


I've asked some genealogy/family history questions to see what this chatbot came up with. 


The origin of unusual surnames in our family has always been a source of discussion. The 
origin of my mother's maiden name, Forgey, has been a subject of debate. Some thought it 
seemed French and others Scottish. We have a Forgey group on Facebook and a DNA 
project that points to Scottish origins. 


ChatGPT initially said it is English. | think there may have been a Forgey in ancient English 
records. That person's name likely had a different derivation or the name was spelled 
phonetically and never was actually Forgey. Our family's name appears to come from a 
Scots-Irish immigrant to colonial America. It also appears it is a variant of the surname 
Ferguson. 


an | Tell me about the origins of the surname Forgey 


The surname Forgey is of English ongin. It is a habitational name from any of the various 
places named with the Old English word “forga” meaning “a ford” + the suffix "-ey" meaning 
“island, or piece of land near a river or stream". In other words, the name Fongey originally 


referred to someone who lived near a ford or a crossing point over a river or stream 
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| corrected the chatbot by replying the name Forgey was most common in Ireland and 
appears to be derived from the surname Forgie, a variant of the surname Ferguson. Now the 
chat suggests these names go back to a Gaelic word, "Fearchar" meaning "beloved friend" 
or "dead man" in Gaelic. 


Actually Forgey is most common in Ireland and appears to be a variant of the surname 
Forgie from Scotland 


That's correct. The surname Forgey is most commonly found in treland and is a variant of 
the Scottish surname Forgie. The name Forqie is believed to be derived from the Gaelic 
personal name “Fearchar”, The name Fearchar means “dear man” or “beloved friend” in 
Gaelic. The surname Forgie likely originated as a patronymic surname, which is a sumame 
derived from the father's given name. Over time, the spelling of the surname may have 


evolved and changed to Forgey in Ireland. 


an | Actually | believe the surname Forgie is a nickname for the surname Ferguson 


Yes, that's correct. The surname Forgie is a nickname for the surname Ferguson, which is a 
Scottish surname. The name Ferguson is derived from the Gaelic personal name “Fearchar”. 
The name Fearchar means "dear man" or “beloved friend" in Gaelic. The surname Ferguson 
was originally a patronymic surname, which is a. surname derived from the father's given 
name. Over time, the nickname Forgie was used as a shortened form of the surname 


Ferguson, and eventually came to be used as a separate surname in Scotland 


The fact my great-grandmother Mary Kurta Kappel's maiden name is also used in Ukraine is 
something | forgot or never knew about? Bringing that to my attention was interesting. | 
verified that there are Kurtas in Ukraine by Googling. 


as Tell me about the surname Kurta 


The surname Kurta is of Slavic origin, specifically of Czech and Slovak origin. It is a variant of 


the name Kurt, which means "short" in Old High German. The name Kurta is most commonly 
found in the Czech Republic and Slovakia, but it can also be found in other countries with 
Slavic populations, such as Poland and Ukraine. It is a relatively common surname in these 


countries. 


| also asked about areas my family came from to get a history of the areas. What came back 
for Gussing, Austria had a glaring inaccuracy. It stated many people were sent to 
concentration camps from there. | wasn't aware that large numbers of people were sent to 
concentration camps from there. | did some research and according to Yad Vashem the Jews 
had been expelled from Gussing, and all of Burgenland, in 1938. There were either attempts 
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to send them to neighboring countries, or Palestine. Many could not get out and ended up in 
Vienna. Anyone who ended up in German occupied territory eventually ended up in Ghettos 
or concentration camps. They generally didn't go directly from Gussing or Burgenland, 
however. It took a few years before the process known as "the final solution" began. 


In the 20th century, Gussing was heavily affected by the political upheavals of the 
time, including the breakup of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and the rise of Nazi 


Germany. During World War Il, the town was occupied by German troops, and 


many residents were sent to concentration camps, 


| don't like the impression that Gussing residents were taken out of their homes and sent 
directly to concentration camps because this appears to be historically inaccurate. There 
likely were a few people living in Gussing who were sent directly to the concentration camps 
because of their political views and for openly criticizing the Nazis. Generally they were 
relocated and later sent to the camps. 


| attempted to correct this information with information from a Yad Vashem study regarding 
the Jews of Burgenland, Austria. According to Adolf Eichmann there were no more Jewish 
communities in Burgenland in late 1938. The Jewish population had been forcibly removed. | 
don't feel completely satisfied with the answer, but it's close enough to the truth. 


an Did Adolf Eichmann say in 1938 that there were no longer jews in Burgenland 


1G Yes, it is reported that Adolf Eichmann, a high-ranking Nazi official and one of the main 
architects of the Holocaust, declared in 1938 that there were no longer Jews in Burgenland 
This statement was made during a meeting with German and Austrian officials to discuss the 


"Jewish question" in Austria, including the expulsion of Jews from the country 


It is important to note that Eichmann’s statement was part of the Nazi propaganda efforts to 
downplay the extent of anti-Semitic persecution and to create the illusion of a "Judenfrei" 
(Jew-free) Austria and Burgenland. However, in reality, many Jews in Burgenland were 
expelled, arrested, and sent to concentration camps and ghettos in other parts of Europe, 


where they faced devastating conditions and persecution, 


| also asked about the origins of my family's DNA haplogroups. | do believe our surname 
Kapple, Koppel in the old country, has Ashkenazi origins. As the chatbot states many Jewish 
men are in the J-170 Y DNA haplogroup. 
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aN Is it more common among jewish men 


S| Yes, J-170 is relatively more common among Jewish men, particularly those of Ashkenazi iF 
descent. Studies have shown that J-170 is present in a significant portion of Ashkenazi 
Jewish populations, although the exact frequency may vary depending on the specific 
population being studied. It is important to note that while this haplogroup is more 
common among Jews, it is also found in other populations in the Middle East and 


Mediterranean region. 


| asked about the persecution of the Irish by the English and it gave a very good summary of 
that. 


an | how did the english persecute the irish 


S| The English persecuted the Irish in various ways, including: Oo 4% 


Land confiscation and forced displacement 

Penal Laws, which discriminated against Irish Catholics and stripped them of political 
nights and property ownership 

Famine through export of food during the Great Famine in the 1840s 

Police repression, including the establishment of the paramilitary police force known as 


the Royal Irish Constabulary 


Use of the military to suppress Irish nationalist uprisings and rebellions. 


| also asked how artificial intelligence can be used to further genealogy research? 
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aN How can artificial intelligence best be used to further genealogy research 


= 


Automated Data Entry: Al can assist in automatically transcribing and inputting 
genealogical data from various sources such as census records, church registers, and 
wills. 

2. Genealogy Tree Building: Al can help genealogists build family trees by suggesting 
possible relationships and connections between individuals based on available data. 

3, Record Matching: Al can help genealogists match records from different sources to the 
same individuals, even when names are misspelled or information is incomplete. 

4. Image Analysis: Al can assist in the analysis of genealogical images, such as old 
photographs or documents, by automatically transcribing text or identifying individuals 
in the images. 

5. Predictive Modeling: Al can help genealogists predict missing information and make 
informed quesses about the details of an ancestor's life based on the available data. 

6. Language Translation: Al can help genealogists work with foreign-language records by 


automatically translating the text. 


Generating new ideas and questions is a good thing. Just use ChatGPT with caution and 
verify the information. The information isn't sourced so you must find the source which is a 
good way to learn more about what you are researching. Think of it like you are chatting with 
a person. They aren't giving you sources. You're just chatting. 


a is the magic 8 ball accurate 


iS No, the magic 8 ball is not accurate. It is a toy used for entertainment purposes and its af 
responses are generated randomly based on the 20 different answers inscribed on its 


interior. 


Tuesday, January 17, 2023 


A Review of My Family History Progress 25 
Years after Starting/ 12 years Blogging 
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Kappel Family Questions and Answers 


Questions: Were the Kapple/Kappel's ethnically Jewish and where were they from in the old 
country? 


My number one goal when | started my genealogy research 25 years ago was to find the 
origins of our Kapple or Kappel surname. Since my grandparents Rudolph Kapple and 
Dorothy Mason-Kapple divorced and my grandmother moved to California, and my 
grandfather did not, my family had very little information about the Kappel family. There was 
some speculation that the Kappel’s were ethnically Jewish. | wanted to verify whether or not 
they were Jewish. According to several sources the surname Kappel can be Ashkenazi. 


Koenigsnoeler \u,W), Irom (Lauda-/Konigsnoren, N. Saden, or Konigsnoren im 
Grabfeld, Franconia. 

Koenigstein, Konigstein (G,W), from K6nigstein, (Saxony, Nassau). 

Koeppel, 9p, dim. of Kop, Kopf, 3. for Jacob. Patr. Koeppler. 

Koerbel, 9279, M.H.G. kdrbelin “small basket, wicker-basket; weir", cf. Kerbel. 

Koerber, 135p, “basket maker” (G.), cf. Kaerber. 

Koerner, 7p, of. Korner, Kerner. 

Koestenbaum, sis305p, cf. Kestenbaum. 

Koestler (W), patr. of Kost. 

Koferio, ‘"51p. 

Kofelik, p*>pyp, kofiik “cup” (Czech), cf. Kuflik, Koplick, 


From "Jewish Family Names and Their Origins 
An Etymological Dictionary 
By Heinrich Walter Guggenheimer, Eva H. Guggenheimer - 1992 


The only document about the origins of the Kappel family was my grandfather Rudolph 


Kapple’s death certificate my family had since his death in the 1970s. It stated he was born in 
Australia so for a long time | was thinking about starting my research there. 
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For many years | didn’t have time to pursue our family history. | asked my family repeatedly 
over the years about the origins of the Kappel family. My grandmother decided to write to 
family in Chicago and ask about where her ex-husband was born. She learned he was 
actually born in Graz, Austria, not Australia. | was fascinated by that. The possibility of Jewish 
origins was not denied or confirmed by the family in Chicago. 


Since the family was said to have been from Austria | wondered what happened to relatives 
during WWII. How did the Holocaust affect our family? Since the name Kappel can be 
Ashkenazi were they placed in concentration camps? 


| began my research in 1998 by visiting a Family History Center for the first time. This initial 
visit didn’t produce any additional information. | did come away with some suggestions 
regarding what records might contain the information | was looking for. It took me a few 
months to learn more about the family. | also checked many books out of several libraries on 
how to do genealogy research. The book “My Sixteen : A Self-Help Guide to Finding Your 
Sixteen Great-Great Grandparents” by Robert Marlin was the most helpful describing how to 
research more recent immigrants. | went out to the Central Library in Los Angeles and 
viewed my first census record on microfilm. | had to use a soundex reel , which is an index to 
the films. At that point | discovered my great-grandparents spelled their name Kappel, and 
not Kapple like my grandparents. My grandfather was confirmed to have been born in 
Austria. 


pried Snares Cannut, §$902.© Bees * Ceat (Gucepe) © Svcegs treed 9 


@ imeoe EB of 2 © 


This is the 1920 Census for Chicago, Cook County, Illinois. That was the most recent census available at the time 


After researching census records, | searched indexes for naturalization records, also on 
microfilm. | ordered copies of my great-grandparents' naturalization records from several 
court systems. From those records | discovered exactly where the family came from. They 
actually came from Inzenhof, Burgenland, Austria. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2023-09-20T 14:12:00-07:00&max-results=80 27/35 


1/18/24, 12:15 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


wer a | 
E 


PETITION FOR NATURALIZATION 


3 . sea 
tee fe, Phe Cant a ELAS HO 


et me 


Be ergs ae ee 
eal enedtin heme Fa 
on the oemeed ie 


a ae 
ee BEE, Vit FE. 


<F aeeeet ay arnsien te bane 6 mame eae 
Winks Cheagn, iio ne (rt Pcannnne 
non — or serio ow ancora 
acre . 4 


My grandfather was not born in Inzenhof, Austria. Where he was born continued to be a 
mystery for over a decade. Passenger lists, and his mother's naturalization, stated he was 
born in Hort, Austria. | was never able to identify this place until recently, when civil 
registration and Austrian church records became available online. He was born in an area 
where his aunt Rosalia lived. His mother was visiting relatives in Hart, Austria when he was 
born, as | discovered in church and civil registration records. Hart is in Styria, Austria not far 
from Graz where Chicago relatives said he was born. 


It was a part of Hungary before WWI. | then began researching Burgenland on the internet 
and found a group called The Burgenland Bunch was doing extensive research on families in 
Burgenland and research on the history of the area. 


The goal of learning about where my family was from was reached. | was able to even visit 
the area in 2018. Doing research in church and civil registration records for Burgenalnd, 
Austria | also discovered the family was Catholic for generations. The name was actually 
spelled Koppel in the old records. Looking at the local war memorial | found family surnames, 
which points to the fact the family fought on the German side in WWII. 


Over a decade passed before | was able to begin DNA testing. | was able to start DNA 
testing in 2013 when this testing became more affordable. 


Autosomal DNA testing suggests the Kappel/Koppel side of my family is an ethnic mixture of 
Germanic and Eastern European with a trace amount of Jewish Ancestry. 


The Kappel male haplogroup is J2 or J-172 Haplogroup may also point to possible Jewish 
roots on the paternal direct line. 


A nephew of my great-grandmother Mary Kurta-Kappel died while serving in WWII on the 
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German side in Finland. 


The death of Mary's nephew Joseph during WWII in Finland is recorded in the church book for Hart. 


After researching the family for years | wanted to see pictures of my great-grandparents and 
their family. My family didn’t have any photos of Frank Kappel and Mary Kurta. | reached my 
goal too. 


Answers to questions: They were mixed ethnically with likely some Jewish ancestry far back 
in time. They were from Inzenhof in today's Austria. My grandfather Rudolph was born in 
Sytria, Austria while his mother was visiting family. 


Forgey Questions and Answers 


Questions: What was the origin of the Forgey surname and what did Isis Browning-Forgey 
die of? 


After my success with the Kappel family | decided to research the origins of the unusual 
surname Forgey. A distant cousin wrote a book about the family which another cousin sent 
us. He came to the conclusion the surname was French. There had been a debate in the 
family about whether the name was Scottish or French. My grandfather thought it was 
Scottish, which | always went with. 


Y-DNA testing seems to confirm Scottish origins of the direct male Forgey line with no French 
matches and many Scottish and Scots-lrish matches. The name likely is a variant of the 
surname Ferguson. Fergie is a nickname for the surname Ferguson. In Scotland the 
surname Forgey is generally spelled Forgie. One of the Forgey Y earliest matches was a 
man with the surname Forgie. 
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Our Forgey family is now in the Big Y Project at Family tree DNA and we have our own 


SNP for our Forgey family. 


Another mystery for my family on the Forgey side was regarding the death of my great - 
grandmother Isis Browning-Forgey. She died in her 30s when her children were young. My 
grandfather never talked about the cause of her death. My mother thought maybe it was due 
to childbirth. | ordered her death certificate and it turned out she died of Tuberculosis. 
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Answers: The surname Forgey appears to be a variant of the surname Ferguson and the 
family had Scottish and Scots-Irish roots. Isis Browning-Forgey died of Tuberculosis. 


Mason Question and Answer 


Question: Where did the Mason family live before they lived in Chicago, Illinois? 
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| was also looking into my grandmother’s Mason line. | had asked my grandmother if the 
Mason’s always lived in Chicago. She said they didn’t but didn’t say where else they lived? 
Doing research on this line | found out they actually lived in Mattoon, Illinois before moving to 
Chicago in the early 1900s. | was told the Mason’s were originally from Quebec, Canada. | 
was surprised my grandmother’s paternal grandmother’s surname was Owens. Mary E. 
Owens was born in Ohio. | decided to do some research on her family. | didn’t know until 
then that my father had any ancestry going back to colonial America until researching the 
Owens family. | thought they all immigrated to the United States in the 19th Century. 
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Mary E. Owens' family turned out to be very fascinating going back to John Owens who was 


an Indian trader in Pennsylvania. 


Answer: They lived in Mattoon County, Illinois before Chicago. The Mason line went back to 
Quebec, Canada and the Owens line traced back to Ohio, Kentucky, and colonial 
Pennsylvania. The Owens family may have originally come from Ireland? 


Del Castillo Questions and Answers 


Questions: was my great-grandfather Nicasio del Castillo a lawyer in Nicaragua? Was a 
cousin of my grandmother Graciela del Castillo a diplomat and did live in France and Beverly 
Hills California? How did Isis Forgey, granddaughter of Isis, die? 


My mother said her grandfather was a lawyer in Nicaragua and a cousin was a diplomat who 
traveled extensively and lived for a time in France. | wanted to verify that information. 


My family called one of my grandmother Graciela del Castillo's cousin's padrino, or godfather. 
He was actually a cousin of my grandmother, according to a will she wrote. His name was 
Francisco Alvarado. My mother said he had a ranch in his native Nicaragua, but also lived in 
France and Beverly Hills, California. | was able to confirm all of the information she told me, 


except one piece of information. 


Below is a collection of passenger list information. He is listed as a Consul in these records. 
He does make a number of trips to Nice, France where he met his wife. 
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Passenger lists provided additional insight 
into Francisco’s movements over the years 
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| was able to find Francisco Alvarado in the 1950 Census where he is listed as living in 
Beverly Hills, which answers that question. 


Francisco Alvarado 


Census = United States 1950 Census 


Neme Francisco Alvarado 


tx Male 


Age 73 years 


Event Date 1 April 1950 


Event Place Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California, 


United States 


Event Pace Beverly Hills, Los Angeles, California 


My mother said Francisco also met with FDR. | have not been able to verify that. 


From the Census for Granada, Nicaragua and Civil Registration records | confirmed the del 
Castillo family was indeed involved in the legal profession for generations. In 1882 it looks 
like Nicasio del Castillo was training to become an attorney like his father Francisco del 


Castillo. Nicasio is listed as a clerk and later meets qualifications for his career. 
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Below we see Nicasio's father is described as a notary and attorney. 


My maternal grandparents Charles Forgey and Graciela del Castillo lost a daughter named 
after her paternal grandmother in Nicaragua. Their daughter Isis Forgey died as an infant of a 
gastro-intestinal disorder. My mother had thought she died of a broken neck. The family had 
a photo taken of her after she died and maybe her head slumped to one side? 
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Answers: Francisco del Castillo was a consul in France. It appears he also lived in Beverly 
Hills. The del Castillo family was involved in the legal system in Nicaragua for several 
generations. My maternal grandparents daughter Isis Forgey died of a gastro-intestinal 
disorder in Managua, Nicaragua. 


Mullen/Huvane 


Question: What was the origin of the surname Huvane and where did the Mullen/Huvane 
family live in Galway, Ireland? 


After the death of my great-great aunt Sister Mary Kathleen (Bridget Mullen) | learned more 
about the Irish side of my paternal grandmother’s family in the early 1900s. My father said my 
great-grandmother came from Cork, Ireland. | learned from the funeral service for Sister Mary 
Kathleen that the family was from Galway. | also learned the maiden name of my great-great 
grandmother was Huvane. Huvane being an unusual name | decided to research that name. 

| wasn’t sure if that name was even spelled correctly? 


It wasn’t until | began the Kappel research and began using the internet that | Googled 
Huvane and discovered that yes there was such a name, it was Irish, and there were people 
by this surname living in the United States. | contacted someone doing research on the 
family and learned more about the possible origins of the surname. According to an Irish 
Family History Center specialist the name is a variant of the surname Hoban. Our family had 
thought the name may have been Spanish, going back to the Armada. 


Since the surname Huvane, most often spelled Huane in Ireland, is an uncommon surname | 
was able to easily find the marriage record for my great-great grandparents Patrick Mullen 
and Mary Huane. The townland they lived in was recorded on their marriage record. Using 
Griffiths Valuation | was able to locate their land. I’ve visited their townland Pollaturick in 
2019. 
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Answers: Huvane/Huane is likely a variant of the surname Hoban and is an Irish surname 


and this surname is found in southern Co. Mayo, Ireland. My great-great grandparents lived 
in Pollaturick, Milltown, Tuam, Co. Galway, Ireland. 


Questions that still need answers: 


1. Who were the parents of Sarah Campbell-Wray. 
2. DNAY testing needed to verify Browning line back to Maryland. 


3. The 1926 Census for Ireland could answer some questions such as how many houses 
were on the lot the Mullens lived on, and what happened to Winifred Mullen the sister 
of my great-grandmother Mary Mullen-Mason? 


4. | hope more family photos surface. 


5. How did Fred Mason and Helen Mullen-Mason's son suffer burns leading to his 
death? 


As you can see | was only able to answer some of my questions when documents became 
available online and DNA testing became available. Sometimes it takes years to answer 
questions for reasons such as documents previously unknown surface. Also some records 
are only released for view after a certain number of years pass, such as the census. 
Researching Family History used to be a long, difficult process but it's getting easier, faster, 
and cheaper to research family history now because so many records are now online. 


Also, | wouldn't have been able to answer the questions my family had about our family 
without the help of other people. A big key to unlocking the answers has been collaborating 
with other researchers, and learning research techniques from them. 
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AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 
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Paternal Haplogroup 


Paternat haplogroups identity ancient lines 
of men that all trace back to the same 


common ancestor. 


You as 

Not available R-U1 52 

Although women inherit roughly 58% of 
their DNA from their fathers, they do not 
inherit ¥Y chromosomes and, as a result, do 


not have paternal haplogroups. 


Research Goals 


| do think Autosomal DNA testing is very helpful, but | actually feel more confident with Y DNA 
results when it comes to establishing relationships with more distant relatives. The fact Y 
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DNA is only passed down to males through a direct line of male descent makes using this Genealogy 


DNA test more difficult than the autosomal test which anyone can take and the results reflect 


all of our lines. 


I'm a female so I've had to find males to test for lines I'm interested in. The autosomal test 


3 years ago 


Followers 


has been marketed much more than the Y and mtDNA tests. | don't believe people realize 
how useful the Y test is. This test can establish that men carrying a common surname are 
related. | have found I'm related to some of my autosomal matches through more than one 
family line, so this test isn't always helpful in proving how matches are related to you. 


I've been looking at our family's 23andMe results daily now because this DNA test was 
offered as a premium during the recent PBS pledge drive in the United States. 23andMe is a 
great place to collect up family Y and mtDNA haplogroups, which can be helpful in proving a 
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relationship between cousin matches (Family Tree DNA is also a place where you can find 


these haplogroups if your matches have taken these separate tests. haplogroup testing is 
performed at 23andMe at no additional charge and is included with your autosomal results.) 


I've been researching my great-grandmother Isis Browning-Forgey's Browning line since 
1999. This was the only family line | found when FamilySearch first went online in 1999. 
When | saw the family group sheets linked to my great-grandmother | assumed that our 
relationship to these ancestral lines had been proven. There was no documentation attached 
to them. I've been trying ever since then to find documentation. Basically over 20 years, and 
haven't found any documentation to prove our relationship to this family (the family group 
sheet below is from June 1999 when FamilySearch first went online. It first went online in late 
May, but it was very difficult to actually search because the servers were always busy.). 
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Yesterday | noticed we had a match with a woman who had the surnames Browning and 
McPike in her list of surnames. Checking her shared matches she appeared to be at least a 
3rd cousin of a man carrying the surname Browning. Doing a little research on both of these 
matches | discovered they both appeared to descend from Nathan Browning and Obedience 
McPike, our common ancestral couple originally from Tennessee. They also both appear to 
descend from William Jefferson Browning, the brother of my Browning ancestor Richard 
Washington Browning, who were sons of Nathan and Obedience (1 wouldn't have been able 
to trace these matches without access to the 1950 Census). 


Below you can see these 3rd cousins, on paper, share multiple autosomal segments with 
each other. Sharing multiple segments does suggest a valid fairly close relationship with 
matches. 
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Our Nathan Browning is a proven son of Roger Browning of Greene County, Tennessee. 
Using naming patterns many researchers have surmised Roger was the son of Benjamin 
Browning of Maryland. Benjamin had a son named Roger who disappeared from Maryland 
records in the late 1700s and we believe he migrated to Tennessee. Roger of Tennessee's 
eldest son was named Benjamin which could be a clue to his father's name, because eldest 
sons were often named after the paternal grandfather. Of course Roger also had a son 
Nathan, our ancestor, and the name Nathan was also used by the Maryland Browning 
family. 


The naming pattern is the only thing we have linking the Tennessee and Indiana Browning 
family with Maryland. A Maryland Browning descendant had taken the Y DNA test. Up until 
now | haven't found a male in our Tennessee line who has a Y DNA test result. Now we 
apparently have one at 23andMe. 


The fact that our male Browning cousin matches us on the autosomal test is very helpful 
because it suggests there had been no break in the male line. I'm an administrator of a 
couple Y DNA projects at Family Tree DNA and have found non paternity events. It's good to 
have supporting evidence that a non paternity event hasn't occurred. If this Browning distant 
cousin had tested at Family Tree DNA a marker match would establish whether there was a 
non paternity event. 23andMe doesn't match markers. 


Since we are only basing our link to the Maryland family based on a naming pattern we have 
been in search of documentation confirming our relationship. No such documentation has 
surfaced. Y DNA, at this point, appears to be the only way to establish a relationship between 
the Tennessee/ Indiana Brownings and the Maryland family. A couple Maryland Browning 
direct line males have taken the Y DNA test at Family Tree DNA and are in the Y Browning 
Surname group at FTDNA. 


The Browning males in the surname group at Family Tree DNA are in the R-M269 
Haplogroup which is the most common European male haplogroup. My heart skipped a beat 
a little when | saw our Browning matches haplogroup was R-U152. In order for there to be a 
chance of a relationship between these men they would have to be in the same haplogroup. 
As it turns out R-U152 is downstream of R-M269, meaning it's a more recent mutation and is 
a younger haplogroup. | believe in order to get this result at Family Tree DNA our matches 
would need more testing because the 37 marker test they took doesn't test for the SNP. It is 
very good that all these men share the haplogroup R-M269 but since it's such a common 
haplogroup we need a Browning male to take a marker test at Family Tree DNA to confirm 
they are really related. 
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The fact 23andMe provides both autosomal and haplogroup results is their biggest strength. 
If they provided markers that would be even more helpful. 


If our distant cousin tested in another haplogroup, such as | for instance, the game would be 
over. Since he is in the right haplogroup, so far, the game is still on. 


Isis Browning-Forgey my great-grandmother 


Tuesday, November 29, 2022 


A PBS Genetic Genealogy Special/ +Are a 
bunch of shared small segments meaningful? 


A PBS pledge drive special featuring a genetic genealogist that all of those in the genetic 
genealogy community have been following for years and is well known to us has been airing 
on PBS. Diahan Southard hosted this PBS special called "Your DNA Secrets Revealed”. It 
features people who took DNA tests and found unexpected, surprising, health, relationship, 
or ethnicity results. Some of those participating in this show are also well known to those in 
the genetic genealogy community such as Jerome Narramore. Hopefully Diahan's 
enthusiasm about DNA testing encouraged people to donate to PBS, so they might sponsor 
more shows like this, and motivate more people to consider testing. | have noticed a drop off 
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in the number of matches my family has been getting and would love to see more people 
test. 
What could a bunch of small segments shared mean? 
Every once in a while, looking at shared segments in chromosome browsers, I've discovered 
5 or 6 small shared segments and wondered what the relationship with this match could be? | 
had heard that the more segments you share with someone the greater the likelihood the 
match is close as opposed to one large segment. 


There are several reasons why we might share a number of segments with a match 
including: 


1. Endogamy, caused by ancestors who exclusively married within a small religious group 
or population group. 

2. Being related to a match more than once. 

3. False positive segments. 


4. Aclose family relationship to your match. 


I'm finding matches that share 5 or 6 segments with me are close family. At least 2nd or 3rd 
cousin range. 


How do DNA companies define close relatives? The DNA testing companies generally place 
first cousins under close relatives, and sometimes 2nd cousins. Aunts and Uncles are also 
under close family. Extended family generally includes 2nd and 3rd cousins. The rest are 
under distant cousins. 


When | first saw a particular match, illustration below, in the chromosome browser | didn't 


know what our relationship was? Some of the segments are small and could have been false 
positive segments? The largest is 20 cMs. 


CyMyHeritage ' ao 


Could be a close cousin or a more distant cousin? My paternal aunt's results answered this 
question. She shares 16 larger segments with this shared match. 
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CP MyHeritage F [| 


| contacted this match and found out exactly how we are related. This family lives in Austria 
and | had an idea of how we were related but not on which line until | heard from his nephew. 
This tester was a irst cousin once removed of my aunt. This family had photos of our family 
we didn't have. One of our best cousin finds. 


Not long ago this Austrian family uploaded their MyHeritage kits to FamilyTree DNA. | 
discovered one of my first cousins at FTDNA shared even more DNA with this match than my 
aunt. My cousin shares 533 cMs with this match and my aunt 450 cMs. 


Why do | only share 90 cMs with this same match? Looking at my Genome Mate Pro 
segment map. | see that | inherited DNA from my grandmother's French Canadian family 
instead of my Austrian family like my aunt and cousin on some of those segments. 
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Four generations of our Austrian extended family have tested. Since | didn't share as many 
large DNA segments with the eldest member of the family, the uncle, | don't match with other 
members of this family. My cousin and aunt match all 4 generations. My first cousin is my 


aunt's nephew, not a child of hers, so he inherited his segments from his father, my uncle. 
They both match four generations of this family. 
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The uncle shared 16 segments with my aunt, but only 3 segments with his great-great-niece. 


A number of small segments can definitely be meaningful and, as in this case, the match is a 
member of our extended family. As we can see it's important to test older members of the 
family because younger members may not share enough DNA to show up in our results. Also 
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testing as many family members as you can afford is very helpful because we all share 
different segments of DNA. 


Wednesday, November 2, 2022 


Using Ancestry.com LifeStory To Share 
Documents In A Timeline Format/Melvin 
Family Problems 


I'm finding that LifeStory at Ancestry.com family trees is a great way to share the documents 
and newspaper articles I've collected. You can use Google Chrome. or another print feature 
that allows you to save the story as a PDF on your computer. You can bind a number of 
ancestral stories together using a PDF binder app. 


Since | have documents, articles, messages, saved in a number of places it is time 
consuming to access and information can get lost. | do have files on my computers for 
ancestral couples, but | haven't always been good about transferring information from 
downloads or flash drives to these file explorer folders. | decided to go through the 3 
computers | have and my flash drives and attach my documents to ancestral life stories at 
Ancestry so | could easily review these documents in a timeline format. As | was doing this | 
found mistakes in my tree. | also found out | left out information which | have added. It was a 
very fruitful exercise. 


| had forgotten about some discrepancies which | discovered again while reviewing the 
documentation in a timeline format. For instance below, my 5th great-grandfather, John 
Melvin appears to travel back and forth hundreds of miles in the early 19th century, when 
travel was slow and difficult. In 1810 he is living in Worcester County, Maryland, according to 
the 1810 Census. We then find John Melvin in Bracken County, Kentucky in 1812, many 
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miles from Worcester Maryland. In 1814 we find John Melvin back in Maryland selling land 
with his wife Polly (see PDF below). 


11/2/22, 10:16 AM Ancestry Person - Print 


<plancestry 


John MELVIN 
1776-1854 


5th great-grandfather 


John MELVIN was born in 1776 in Worcester, Maryland, the son of 
Mr. MELVIN. He married Mary REDDEN on November 24, 1800, in 
his hometown. They had four children during their marriage. He died 
on May 15, 1854, in Bracken, Kentucky, having lived a long life of 78 
years. 


Unknown mother 
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John MELVIN was born in 1776 in Worcester, Maryland, to Mr. MELVIN. 
Abt. 1776 e Worcester County, Maryland 


Marriage 


John MELVIN married Mary REDDEN in Worcester, Maryland, on November 24, 
1800, when he was 24 years old. 


This discrep ancy needs to be resolved. To do this | need to establish the John Melvin of 


lov 1800 e Worcester County, Maryland 


Bracken County, Kentucky is actually the same marr as the Jonn Melvin in Worcester County, 
Maryland. 


1/15 


John Melvin never left any information about exactly where he was born. The 1850 Census 
gives Maryland as his place of birth. John Melvin's children are listed below. The best way to 
establish exactly where the Melvin family came from is by researching his family members. 
All of the children state they were born in Maryland. 


z James MELVIN 
1802- 


John W. MELVIN 
1805-1879 


4) Nancy MELVIN 
1806-1903 


Mary MELVIN 
1808- 
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| had never found a document that stated exactly where in Maryland the children were born? 
| began researching this line again and found a Civil War disability form for John W. Melvin at 
Fold3. | didn't think any of the Melvin children were in the right age range to serve in that war. 
John W. Melvin may have lied about his age in order to serve or the crossed out age on the 
form is his actual age and someone changed it in error to age 45. The age appears to have 
been recorded as 45, then 58, and then 45 again on the form. 
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| have been able to confirm this is John W. Melvin of Bracken County, Kentucky. His wife 
applied for a widow's pension and she appears on the veterans’ schedule for the 1890 
Census in Bracken County, Kentucky. 


| feel confident that | have proven my Melvin family of Kentucky migrated from Worcester 
County, Maryland. Maybe John Melvin traveled to Bracken County, Kentucky before bringing 
his wife and children? I'm continuing to research this family in hopes of finding more 
documentation. 


| do like the LifeStory and how it presents my documentation and lays out a coherent story 
for my ancestors. It's a great way to share information we've collected and to refer back to 
this information while continuing research. Below is my grandfather Rudolph Kapple's 
LifeStory. | had forgotten about some of the information | collected about him before 
attaching information. 
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11/2/22, 10:16 AM Ancestry Person - Print 
<piancestry 
John MELVIN 
1776-1854 


5th great-grandfather 


John MELVIN was born in 1776 in Worcester, Maryland, the son of 
Mr. MELVIN. He married Mary REDDEN on November 24, 1800, in 
his hometown. They had four children during their marriage. He died 
on May 15, 1854, in Bracken, Kentucky, having lived a long life of 78 
years. 


Unknown mother 
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John MELVIN was born in 1776 in Worcester, Maryland, to Mr. MELVIN. 
Abt. 1776 e Worcester County, Maryland 


Marriage 


John MELVIN married Mary REDDEN in Worcester, Maryland, on November 24, 
1800, when he was 24 years old. 


Going through the documents in a timeline format has helped me find several gaps in my 
24 Nov 1800 e Worcester County, Maryland 


information. |t's going to help improve my documentation for my tree. 


I've also downloaded the new version of RootsMagic and downloaded all of the information | 
just attached to the Ancestry.com tree to this program. | know for a fact, after losing some 
information from a computer crash, that you can't have too many backups. 


Thursday, October 27, 2022 


A Creepy Sanitorium Where My Grandfather 
Forgey Worked/and a scary canyon road 
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| grew up in the city of Hacienda Heights, California at the foot of the Puente Hills. To get to 
the neighboring city of Whittier roads had to be carved through the hills. The oldest road over 
the hills to Whittier is Turnbull Canyon road. It winds along 4 miles of this canyon from 
Hacienda Heights to Whittier. My family often drove from Hacienda Heights to Uptown 
Whittier to buy some really delicious ice cream. Unfortunately the great ice cream parlor went 
out of business decades ago. 


During the day it isn't very ominous but at night the canyon is dark and can be foreboding. It's 
especially eerie in foggy weather. A plane crashed into a hillside in the canyon, in 1952 
killing 29 people, in foggy weather. In the evening tarantulas often can be seen crossing the 
road. Old abandoned restaurant ruins at the top of a hill look like the ruins of an old cemetery. 
This atmosphere has given rise to stories of devil worshippers meeting at the restaurant 
ruins, and other strange occurrences. You'll find references, and videos, on the internet 
referring to this Turnbull Canyon site as the "Gates of Hell". 
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There have been urban legends regarding a sanitarium once located in the canyon where 
lobotomies, and electric shock therapy, were performed. These stories sometimes include 
eerie references to these patients wandering the canyon. 


Researching my family in the recently released 1950 US Census | was curious about the 
sanitarium my grandfather, Charles Forgey, worked at as a gardener. He worked at Douglas 
Aircraft in shipping an receiving during WWII, but he decided to work closer to his home on 
4th avenue in La Puente after the war, The El Encanto sanitarium was practically within 
walking distance from where my grandparents lived. 


4th Avenue home 


This sanitarium was right off of Turnbull Canyon road. It's not in the canyon. It's a few miles 
away. | believe the stories of a mental facility in Turnbull Canyon stem from memories of the 
old El Encanto. 


When | found the El Encanto patients listed in the 1950 census they weren't all elderly, which 
surprised me. The El Encanto today is a nursing home mainly housing the elderly. My 
grandmother was a resident of that nursing home for several years. 


After the new nursing home was built | remember touring the old abandoned building site 
with a security guard who was living downstairs in the empty 1920s mansion. | was just a 
child and remember him telling us sometimes you could see ghosts in the old windows. | was 
afraid to look at the windows after that. Certainly many people died in those houses from 
1841 until the new nursing home was built. 
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1920s mansion was turned into a convalescent and mental hospital 


| decided to use my Newspaper.com subscription to learn more about the old El Encanto. | 
was surprised to find out that mental patients were housed there along with elderly 
convalescent patients in the early days. In the 1940s and 1950s patients were housed in the 
1920s Spanish Style mansion. Next to this 1920s mansion is an even much older 1841 
adobe which was upgraded later by William Workman into an English style manor house. 


Looking at old newspaper articles | discovered some dangerous mental patients were 
housed in the sanitarium. This shocked me thinking my grandfather could have been injured 
by a criminally insane patient. Below are some sample articles about escaped patients from 
the 1940s and 1950s: 


The Pomona Progress Bulletin 


Insane Fugitive 


A dangerously-insane patient who 


600 W. Valley 
boulevard, Puente, was recaptured 
by sheriff's officers early In the aft-| 
jernoon as he was walking @aouth on 
i canyon road, toward Whit- 
er. 
The fugitive was Richard WL. 
Schroeder, 34-year-old six foot, 205- 
L pound patient, who managed to dis-_ 
‘leard his restraining cuffs after he 
‘left the sanitarium, officers said. 
San Dimas eheriffe officers join- 
tied in the eearch, tracing him to the| 
‘;Union Paciic tracks, where he was 
I\eeen about 11:15 am, but lost con-. 
t\tact until Schroeder reappeared on 
'/Turnbull canyon road, in the Nor- 
walk sheriff'« station district, near- 
ly four hours later. 
The man's wife lives at Norwalk, 
officers said. 


Dangerous patients kept in locked rooms with restraints when my grandfather worked there. 
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The Pomona Proaress Bulletin 
08 Sep 1947, Tue Pages 


\MENTAL PATIENT 


| ESCAPES FROM 
SANITARIUM 


A psychopathic patient, regarded 
dangerous when drinking intoxi- 
cants, Was sought today by San 
Dimas sheriff's efficers as a result 
of his disappearance 6:30 p.m. 
| yesterday from the Badaate 
t!/sanitarium at 600 W. Valley bou- 
' levard, Puente, 
Search for Albert Robert Foster, 
45, moved to Compton today upon 
‘'report that he had appeared there 
‘at 5:30 a.m. at the home of his 
'|mother and then disappeared again. 
| 


The Pomona Progress Bulletin 
19 Oct 1945. Fn Page 11 
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The Pomona Progress Bulletin 
24 Jul 1942, Fri Page 17 


*. Parolee from State - 
. Hospital Missing 


Escape of John Emery, 25, from), 
Ei Encanto sanitarium in Puente 
% had been reported today to the 
. sheriffs San Dimas substation. He 
~ had just been taken to the sani- 
tarium as a parolee from the hos- 
pital for mental cases at Norwalk. 


One of the mentally disturbed patients was suicidal. I'm sure the environment in the 
sanitarium was enough to drive anyone to suicide. My mother visited someone inside on the 
convalescent side of the hospital and said the conditions weren't great. 


indeperdent 
~ hl ‘ Page t4 


e 
Dies Under Train 

| PUENTE, Jan. 24—(CR - 
tient at the 

ium here hurled himself in front 
of a specding train today and was 
killed instantly. Police listed the 
death of the patient, Herschel 
Manning, 58, Glendale, as sui- 
| cide. 


Below is a photo of my grandfather Charles with his dog Frank sitting in the grounds of the 
old sanitarium. Outside the manicured grounds where empty fields. My grandfather probably 
shot rabbits with the rifle he is pictured with. 


The old houses, which once housed the sanitarium, have been restored and are now open to 
the public. The Workman Temple Family Homestead Museum, in the City of Industry, offers 
guided tours and hosts special events throughout the year. 


If you look into the old windows at night you might catch a glimpse of the ghosts the security 
guard saw? 
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Happy Halloween! 


A link to one of the videos on weird happenings in Turnbull 
Canyon: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65pgeiUUVaM&ab_channel=RIVALZSS 


Thursday, October 20, 2022 


Some Observations on the New SideView 
Technology DNA Match Feature 


In August AncestryDNA introduced SideView which split our ethnicity results by parent. Now 
AncestryDNA is using the same technology to sort our matches by parent. 


The new landing page for the split matches is very nice and provides a visualization of 


information by parent which links to more in-depth information. 
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My mother tested with AncestryDNA so I| was able to separate my own matches that way. Of 
course her parents, who died in the 1970s, couldn't take a DNA test. This feature is helpful in 
her case, and helps me with kits | manage because none of those kits have tested parents. 
Below you can see matches are now marked maternal and paternal. 
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As far as the names frequently shared with matches they tend to be just common surnames 
in the population ancestors lived in. In my case they do seem to have some significance. 
Looking at other kits they don't seem to relate to our direct shared lines. Wray, Browning, and 
Holloway are names on my maternal tree. The others are likely just very common names. 
Adams should be on my paternal side. 


Last names in trees 


In the trees of your closest maternal matches. these last names are the 


most common 


Browning Cox 
Adams Holloway 
Wray Ball 
Alberts Bear 
Anderson Brown 


When | saw that my mother had matches who were related to both of her parents | was at 
first confused? Her father had colonial American roots and her mother was Nicaraguan? 
Looking at who the matches they are one niece and two grandnieces, so of course they are 
related to both of her parents, and of course I'm also related on both sides. 


Both sides 


i ee 
Bho - 


4 matches 


View matches 


Actually the information | found the most interesting is the number of matches by parent. My 
mother has 4,492 matches on her Nicaraguan mother's side. It's interesting that many people 
with Nicaraguan and Central American ancestors have tested. 
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On her father's side, he had colonial American ancestry, she has 26,142 ancestors. | still 
think 4,000 Nicaraguan matches is really good considering when | tested nearly a decade 
ago didn't find many at all. 

All new features like these are helpful, but we still could use a chromosome browser which 
would definitely make AncestryDNA the best place to test. 


Thursday, October 13, 2022 


Viewing A FHL film Not Online via Zoom/ 
Online Consultations/My Irish research 


Viewing a film with restrictions from California 


A few years ago an Irish Valuation office revision book became available online via the 
Family History Library digitized films posted at their site. | assumed the rest of these films 
held by the Valuation office in Ireland would eventually be available also. The film for my 
Huane family land has never been posted online. Apparently there is some sort of restriction 
on that film? Not sure why because it's held by the same office as the other films which are 
online. A Valuation office staff member emailed me and told me that they would be putting 
these online at some point. 


. 


Above you can see some with a camera (are online) and some just a film icon (not online) 
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Recently | found out there were online consultations with research specialists who work at 
the Family History Library in Salt Lake City. You can consult them if you are new to 
genealogy research or you have a brick wall you'd like them to take a look at and get some 
suggestions on research you may not have considered. 


Another service they can provide, during a consultation, is allowing you to view a film you 
can't view because of restrictions or you don't live near a Family History Center and your film 
isn't viewable from home. The time allotted for a consultation is 20 minutes, but if they aren't 
busy they can spend more time with you. One research specialist soent an hour with me. 


My primary reason for the Irish consultation | signed up for was to view the revision book film 
covering the townland of Fallakeeran, Co. Mayo. The Irish research specialist | talked to, Dan 
Poffenberger, had some wonderful suggestions for further research aside from just viewing 
the film. | had assumed David Rutledge was the owner of the land (as recorded on Griffith's 
Valuation). The research specialist pointed out that David Rutledge was likely leasing land 
from a large landowner. Knowing the name of the landowner can sometimes lead to the 
names of tenants, if the landholders records survived. My family was Irish Catholic and 
couldn't own land until land reforms were instituted. They rented land from David Rutledge. 
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Irish deed books and indexes are online at FamilySearch. | checked to see if | could figure 
out who the owner of the Fallakeeran, Co. Mayo townland land was? | noticed that after land 
reforms allowed lessors to buy their land, with low interest government loans, the Rutledge 
family bought land the Fallakeeran land from a large landowner named Lady Eva Fitzgerald. 
If the Fitzgerald family papers still survive there could be more information about Fallakeeran 
and its inhabitants. 


| suggest being ready to take notes if you do one of the consultations. The first consultation | 
did | wasn't prepared and regretted it. 


| decided to order copies of these pages from the Valuation Office in Ireland. It cost 30 euros 
for the copies. The films the FHL has aren't in color. Changes to land ownership were 
recorded using colored ink. Different colors were used every year. In the far left had column 
(2nd image below) you can see the years changes were recorded. Apparently 1912 changes 
were recorded in light blue and 1916 changes in red. 
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The cross out in 1912 of Thomas Huane's name shows a change of ownership. Thomas 
Huane's son Austin, who was the eldest son, now owns his father's interest in the 
Fallakeeran property. What his interest was isn't completely clear. | have not been able to find 
a deed transferring the 187 acres these families owned in common as recorded in Griffith's 
Valuation in 1855. Maybe the deeds transferring the land were never recorded? Recording 
deeds wasn't required. | was hoping the land would have been divided at some point but they 
continued to own the land in common. Holding land in common land was customary in this 
part of Ireland. 


The lowercase letter by the names of these land holders and tenants represents the house 
these families lived in. They each had their own house but held the land in common. The 
lower case e represents my Huane ancestors house. 
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It appears the Ruttledge family purchased the 187 acres of land in Fallakeeran, after land 
reform, from the Fitzgerald family. In the case of my Mullen family they were able to purchase 
their land in 1909 when they received the certificate to the land. Most tenants owned the land 
by the1920s, the Huanes were the exception. 
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In 1925 this 187 acres was transferred from the Ruttledge family to the Irish Land 
Commission. | need to do more research on this transfer. | believe at some point the Huane 
family did own some of this land, but | can't verify that. The land records online at 
FamilySearch only go up to 1929. Since | haven't found the Huanes in the deeds index, if 
they bought the land, they likely purchased it after 1929. The Irish Land Commission Records 
may be key to finding out what happened to this land. 


c Osx ane ” 


+ Feat Hed fre, So off land 


In 1926 Austin Huane's land was transferred to his son Thomas in a different color representing 1925 the common land was 
transferred from the lessor to the Land Commission 


| would like to Know the exact location of the land in hopes of visiting there in the future. | will 
likely order a copy of the map that corresponds with the revision books. 


Wednesday, September 7, 2022 


Searching Record Groups At 
FamilySearch.org 


Lately I've been using the record type search forms to find records at Familysearch.org. It's a 
faster way to find the exact information I'm looking for. 


The first search form on the records link landing page at Familysearch.org searches all of the 
indexed records. It generally brings up an overwhelming number of hits. If you want to search 
a particular collection you can narrow the search by collections. 
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Sears 


Add Ascester Information 


Add Lite Beent 


Clicking collections gives you many record group options to choose from Often it's way more 
options than | actually need. Generally I'm searching for a specific record type such as 


marriage and death records in a specific place. 


© Birth, Marriage, & Deatly 


France, Dordogne, Church and Civil 
Registration, 1540-1896 
Hlinots, County Marriages, 1810-1940 
Naw York, New York City Municipal Deaths, 
1795-1949 
Rhode Isianc, Vital records, 1646-1893, 
1903-1953 

— Canada, Ontario Deaths, 1869-1937 and 
Overseas Deaths, 1939-1947 

= France, Nord, Parish and Civil Registration, 
1524-1893 
Kentucky, County Marriages, 1797-1954 
Ilineis Deaths and Sulibirths, 1916-1947 
Mexico, Puebis, Catholic Church Records 
1545-1977 
New HKamashire Sith Records. Early ta 
ts00 


California, County Marriages, 1890-2952 


I've been trying to locate vital records for my Chicago, Illinois family. Using the general 
search features at Familysearch.org takes too much time to sort when I'm just interested in 


the Cook County Chicago area. 


| had used the specific collection type search when | found it using Google search. You can 
get to the specific collection type search, for instance, by googling something like "Illinois 
death records" and adding Familysearch to get to a search form. That's the way | had been 
pulling up these search forms. The "Illinois Deaths and Burials, .1749-1999" search form has 


been very helpful 
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| hadn't noticed that there was a search box on the search landing page for this kind of 
search. On my laptop | have to scroll down to see it. Just typing Illinois in the search box a 
menu for Illinois specific collections comes up. 


1 \——— | 5% 


An even easier way to navigate through the many collections is to click browse collections 
under the search box. There are currently 3,127 collections. You can page through all of 
them, or you can use the search field at the top of the page. Below you can see the 
collections in red | have used for Illinois. To the left are categories you can use to narrow your 
record search. 


Sometimes the records aren't fully indexed and a link to browse through a collection is 
provided. Chicago Catholic Church records aren't fully indexed and you need to look through 
the books if your family doesn't show up in the search results. 


When you click browse links to the parish books come up. Some of the books are indexed 
and some you need to page through one page at a time. 
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The search field by place is another great way to narrow down the number of hits. This 
search form is also available on the landing page when you click on search. This search form 
takes you to a page with a variety of search options. Again you can search by name and 
additional information or by collection. 


@® Genesloaies 


I've bookmarked search forms | use often. 


= 
iW Digital Preservation of Early 20th Century Endangered 
EG MOLANDREC: Home Page \ 
t Hino ook County Deaths, 1871-1998 « FamilySearch 
linois, Cook County, Birth Certificates, 1871-1949 « f 
* California Birth Index, 1905-1995 « FamilySearch 
New York Passenger Arrival Lists (Ellis Island), 1892-19 
California Death index, 1940-1997 « FamilySearch 


I've been able to collect up more family vital records using the Illinois collections at 
Familysearch.org. Asummary of the information on records is a part of the index, but to see 
the original vital records you need to visit an LDS Family History Library or Center. There you 
can save copies to a USB drive or print them out. 
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FamilySearch.org is the best place to find primary source records. I've collected thousands of 
records so far from their collections. | generally use the catalog more than searching using 
indexes because a majority of the records are not indexed yet. | have found more records 
using the indexes lately. Records are being indexed, and new records added, everyday. It's 
good to check back often if you haven't found the information you're looking for. 


Familysearch.org is my favorite site and it's free! 


Tuesday, August 16, 2022 


Swiss Cheese Multi Layered Approach to 
Genetic Genealogy 


We need tools to ensure we are interpreting our DNA results correctly. The best tools for this 
are a chromosome browser and well documented family trees. 


In the case of a Pandemic the multi layered protection is used to plug any holes which may 
allow the virus through. The more layers the more likely holes are covered. 


Respiratory Pandemic Defense 
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When using genetic genealogy to infer relationships we need to make sure we use multiple 
tools so we cover any holes which may lead to making false assumptions regarding how we 
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are related to our matches. 


Some say there is no way to say for certain where the segments we share with our matches 
come from. True, we cannot say where they originally came from but we can say who we 
received the segments from in the past few hundred years. 


How do we ensure the segment is Identical by Descent? 
Using shared matches 


Looking at the single segment | share with my match below without any context it's 
meaningless. 


Checking shared matches | add context for this matching segment. | tested my mother's DNA 
and she doesn't share this match but my paternal aunt does. Now | know the segment is from 
my paternal side. Since my aunt doesn't share this segment with our shared match | haven't 
confirmed it's IBD (Identical by Descent). 


People who dismiss the use of a chromosome browser state that the likelihood of relatives 
and distant cousins sharing the exact same segments is low. Since many of our 3rd great- 
grandparent and generations earlier ancestors left many descendants the chances of sharing 
the same segment with others is good. It's just a matter of odds. 


MyHeritage has some of the best DNA tools. Sometime after this first match showed up on 
my match list at MyHeritage | noticed an uncle of this original match showed up. Below you 
see my predicted relationships to my matches and their predicted relationships to each 
other. 
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| now check the original matches uncle's information. He is a generation back and shares 
even more segments with me. So now | have more than a single segment to compare with 
other matches. We see segments shared between my aunt and our original testers circled 
below. These segments are IBD and over 15cMs. My aunt being so close genetically to me 


we know the larger segments | share with her are IBD. 


Do any other matches share these same segments? Yes, below you see another match who 
shares a portion of the same segment. This match doesn't match my mother either, so we 


know it's paternal. 


Looking at the chromosome browser to visualize the segments shared with our original 
tester's uncle we see she shares long stretches of DNA with him. 


Using shared Ethnicity as another layer 


It was pretty easy to determine how these two matches were related to us. Looking at the 
shared ethnicity our matches are predicted to be Eastern European/Balkan, and they are 
currently living in Austria. They also share the same genetic groups. My paternal grandfather 
Rudolph Kapple was born in Austria. Looking at shared matches with trees they also relate 
through the Burgenland area of Austria. Do they all have overlapping segments? No, but 


some do. 
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Trees are important but not always necessary 


Having a well documented tree is important but not always possible. Can we confirm how we 
relate to this match without a tree? Looking at the trees a few shared matches posted they 
probably were related through my paternal great-grandmother Mary Kurta-Kappel's line? | 
contacted this match to confirm how these matches are related to us? Since the predicted 
relationship to my aunt was 2nd cousin to the older man | assumed they shared Kurt/Jost 
great-grandparents? Without a tree | didn't know for certain. 


A documented tree was unnecessary in this particular case because one of the matches had 
photos of members of my own family sent to them by my great-grandmother. She sent them 

to her sister who returned to Austria. My great-grandmother, Mary, lived in Chicago until her 

death. One photo, among others, was taken in Chicago and my aunt June, who | knew very 

well, was in the photo. 


Photo of Mary Kurta-Kappel and her grandchildren, June and Junior, owned by Austrian cousins 


Testing close relatives and second cousins helps us to find IBD segments and confirm them. 
Two 1rst cousins once removed on my paternal grandfather's side tested along with second 
cousins in that line allowing me to collect a number of segments to compare with matches, as 
you can see below. | know these segments are from my paternal grandfather. My paternal 
grandmother was Irish, English, Scots-Irish, and French Canadian and not Eastern 
European. 


The segments | received from my Austro-Hungarian grandfather line up well with the 
chromosome ethnicity paint browsers at AncestryDNA and 23andMe. That is another 
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confirmation that these segments are IBD. 


Amore difficult case 

| would like to use DNA to try to identify a set of my mother's 3rd great-grandparents. I'm 
searching for Sarah Campbell's parents. I'm guessing her father's name might be James, but 
James may have been her brother and not her father? 
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Sarah's maiden name was Campbell | assume she was of Scottish or Scots-Irish descent. 
With so many matches sharing this same early American Scots-Irish heritage ethnicity results 
aren't as useful. These matches have tested at Ancestry so | can't compare segments in 
many cases. A couple of these matches have also tested at other companies that share 
segment information. 


Without segment data for many of the shared matches at AncestryDNA well documented 
trees are important. Some shared matches have no trees. The few who do often aren't 
documented at all. If | were to use these matches as a form of proof | would need to 
document the trees and make sure we don't share another line in common. Having IBD 
segments and at least one or two people with documented trees to compare with alleviates 
the need to document additional trees. If you have IBD segments on a confirmed line, and at 
least one match has a well documented tree, documenting another dozen trees isn't as 
necessary. Shared segments can lessen the need to do extensive research on your matches 
undocumented trees. 


Sarah Campbell-Wray died before the 1850 US Census. She couldn't tell us where she 
thought she was born. A daughter of hers, on a later census, stated her mother was born in 


Tennessee. My mother has a number of matches with descendants of George Lafayette 
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Campbell of Greene County, Tennessee. The trees posted for these matches aren't showing 
any other relationships to these families. 


George LaFayette Campbell 
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Generally most of the Greene County, TN Campbell matches line up as expected on the far 
night lip, example Selow 


I've been able to collect a few more segments shared by descendants of George Lafayette 
Campbell. I'm keeping a look out for more matches on this particular line and hope some will 
agree to share segment information if they tested at AncestryDNA. This would give me more 
segments to catch matches with. 
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When looking at the trees | check to make sure I'm not just collecting segments of close 
relatives of my matches. Siblings and parents sharing the Campbell segments I'm interested 
in wouldn't be as meaningful as more distant George Lafayette Campbell cousins sharing the 
same segments. | have found the matches I'm comparing with are generally 3rd cousins and 
farther back. 


Can | trust their trees? Yes, I've found supporting documentation such as census and burial 
information. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2023-01-17T 13:03:00-08:00&max-results=80&start=10&by-date=false 31/33 


1/18/24, 12:14 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


=? Tinda GRave” MEMORIALS CEMETERIES + FAMOUS CONTRIBUTE 


Manuals Library 
View Manual (PDF) 
xb 


George Lafayette Campbell 


MEMORIALID 39; 


SHARE | © SAVETO 


| have not been able to link Sarah Campbell with any siblings. If | could, that would also help 
break down this brick-wall. | wouldn't say | have been able to prove Sarah Campbell is 
related to the Greene County, Tennessee Campbells beyond any doubt. The DNA evidence 
is pointing in that direction however. | need many more matches and supporting evidence. 


As you can see it takes analysis and use of a variety of tools to ensure we are drawing the 
right conclusions regarding how we are related to matches. 


Segment information is important to collect because that is what matching is based on. It's a 
key piece of evidence just like a primary source document. You can use shared matches to 
predict how you are related to someone, but a collection of IBD segments actually makes 
identifying matches much quicker and more accurately. Once you've mapped your segments 
you can refer to that map every time a new match shows up you are interested in. You can 
also add newly discovered segments. 
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If you don't want to make a map you can generally use shared matches, with the 
chromosome browser, to identify the segment or segments. 


| would recommend testing, or uploading your results, at all of the DNA companies if you are 
trying to break down a brick-wall. The company with the best tools is MyHeritage and | would 
definitely suggest testing with them or uploading your raw data there. 


There can be holes, like those found in swiss cheese, when we use only one tool to trace our 
family trees. If we are interested in a tree with people who are genetically related to us DNA 
testing is necessary because of adoption and non paternity events. Of course in order to 
have a family tree we also need names collected from sources such as the census etc.. 
Layering all of this information we can produce a tree which accurately reflects our genetic 
family. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2023-01-17T 13:03:00-08:00&max-results=80&start=10&by-date=false 32/33 


1/18/24, 12:14 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


Newer Posts Home Older Posts 


Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) 


Watermark theme. Powered by Blogger. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2023-01-17T13:03:00-08:00&max-results=80&start=10&by-date=false 33/33 


1/18/24, 12:13 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


Cs More annettekapple@gmail.com Dashboard Sign Out 


AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 
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Saturday, August 6, 2022 


Wonderful New Ethnicity Browser at 
Ancestry/Now we can compare 


> 


Search This 
Blog 


My Blog List 
| thought | was hallucinating when | saw a chromosome browser at AncestryDNA. They now 


have a beta ethnicity chromosome browser. Geneabloggers 
Blogiversary 


With the new browser we can now compare these ethnicity results with 23&me. At Spotlight: Empty 


AncestryDNA you can select their parent 1 and parent 2 phased results to display an Branches on the 
ethnicity browser showing what you inherited from each parent. Family Tree 

2 days ago 
Since each company has their own ethnicity categories it's a little tricky. wv al 
| actually decided to look at the Sweden Denmark chromosomes from Ancestry first. | have Arlene Eakle's 

Se oa : . Tennessee Blog 

no Scandinavian or Danish results at 23&me. | have no one from these ethnic groups on my The DAR. The 
family tree going back 7 and more generations. What does 23&Me tell me about WPA, and your 
chromosome 3 and 8? Part of chr 3 is likely French Canadian as | will explain later. Genealogy 
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23&Me doesn't allow you to select a phased parent to display inherited ethnicity but | can 
figure out how they phased the results because my mother had indigenous roots and my 
father didn't. | know the top line of each chromosome is my mother and the bottom is my 
father. Looking at chromosome 3 23&me is speculating a segment in the same place as 
Ancestry is British and Irish instead of Swedish and Danish (| believe this is a French 


Canadian region on the chromosome as | explain later). 
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Chromosome 8 is split between broadly Northwest European and Eastern European. Sounds 


like a portion of chromosome 8 is difficult to place in a category. 
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Eastern European makes a lot of sense because my paternal grandfather was Austro- a aaa 
Hungarian. Chromosome 8 might be difficult to place because it likely represents my paternal View my complete 
grandfather who, being from the Austro-Hungarian empire, had a very mixed Eastern profile 
European heritage. 


Feedjit 


Annette Kapple 190% 


AncestryDNA is giving me more Germanic, all on my father's side, compared to 23&Me. My 
paternal grandfather was ethnically German. 


23&Me combines French and German in their predictions. I'm guessing the segments from 
my paternal side are mainly German. | do have French Canadian ancestors but that line is 
farther back. The German segment on chromosome 9 is being attributed to my mother's side. 
She did have German ancestors also. AncestryDNA predicts this region of the chromosome 
is English and Northwest European. | will look at the ethnicity of matches in that region. 
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AncestryDNA has an Eastern European Russian category which can be compared with 
Eastern European at 23&Me. My paternal grandfather was born near Graz, Austria. His 
family was originally from what is now Burgenland, Austria, today, but used to be Vas, 
Hungary before WWI. 


AncestryDNA and 23&Me's results seem to line up fairly well when comparing Eastern 
European predictions. 


23&Me predicts | have more Eastern European segments. They both agree chromosome 11 
is from my paternal line and is all Eastern European. 


Armette Kapple 180% 
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Spanish has always been difficult for the companies to separate out. When | first got my 
results back, years ago, | had no Spanish admixture. My grandmother Graciela del Castillo 
was from Nicaragua and definitely has some Spanish ancestry. 


AncestryDNA separates Spanish and Portuguese but 23&Me doesn't so | displayed Spanish 
and Portuguese by selecting both at Ancestry. 
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23&Me is giving me Spanish segments on both paternal and maternal lines. | only have 
Spanish descent on my mother's side, as far as | know. 


Annette Kapple 100% 


British, Irish, and Scottish are much more complicated to compare because | have 
substantial ethnicity from these ethnic groups on both sides. I'm not even trying to figure that 
out. 


| was not able to compare on a continental level with Europe but | could regarding Indigenous 
American. Comparing at that level the results are much more identical. 


To compare the indigenous results between AncestryDNA and 23&Me | had to select more 
than one category at Ancestry, that's why the colors are different. Here we see 23&Me 
segments on the left and AncestryDNA on the right. 23&Me segments are hard to see 
because the color is so light but they do match up well with AncestryDNA's segments. 
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Neither company has been able to find my French. It's completely missing. | have French 
Canadian DNA matches on my Mason/Masson side. Segments in the regions below are from 
my French Canadian matches and should be identified as French Canadian. AncestryDNA 
misidentified this region on chr 3 as Swedish and Danish. The Normans did occupy part of 
France so this makes some sense. There are even more segments that are French 
Canadian not shown below. We need more French samples but testing in France is illegal so 
we aren't likely to see enough French results to assist with identification of the segments. 
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Oddly AncestryDNA found French admixture in my mother's results. | have not found any 
French ancestors on my maternal side. 
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AncestryDNA is moving in the right direction by offering this useful tool. If they offered an opt- 
in matching segment browser | would highly recommend AncestryDNA as the very best 
place to test. We hope one chromosome browser leads to another. 


Friday, July 29, 2022 


Deciphering the "Extract From Census 
Forms" For Pensions Ireland 


These forms provided me with the maiden names of two of my 2nd great-grandmothers and 
the marriage dates of two ancestral couples. Anyone 70 and older, who met the income 
requirements, and wasn't recently released from prison, was entitled to a pension. They 
applied at the post office and their pension was paid to them at the post office. 


I've been taking a second look at the pension extract forms to try to figure out more precisely 
when my ancestors were born. My great-great grandparents’ ages vary between 10 and 15 
years in the various records I've collected. In one record my great-great grandmother was 
born before her parents' marriage. According to her death record she would have been a 
child when her daughter Ellen was born. 


Here is what I've gleaned through closer examination of these records. 


Information Provided by applicant (upper portion) 


The information above the centered line, in the mid portion of the form, was mostly what was 
provided by the applicant. The notations above the line in code were of course made by the 
office staff. The applicant provided the information which included parents’ names and the 
location of the family in either 1841 or 1851. 


Please state how old you were and the names of your siblings 


There are many common surnames and first names in certain locations in Ireland. The 
extractors sometimes asked applicants for the names of their siblings in order to locate the 
correct family. In the case below the extractor asked for the names of the siblings of this 
applicant in order of birth. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2022-08-16T 16:1 7:00-07:00&max-results=80&start=18&by-date=false 7/24 


1/18/24, 12:13 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


Below is the applicant provided information for my great-great grandmother Mary Huane- 
Mullen. In order to qualify for the old age pension she applied for in 1920 she would have had 
to have been born in 1850, or before. The names of the children are in the birth order 
favorable to Mary's age claim. | believe she was born after the census year of 1851; she was 
not found on the census. It appears that the children who were found on the census had their 
ages added to the list given by Mary. Ages were likely added by the extractor. It does appear 
the oldest children in the Huane family were 4 year old twins. The last child listed was 
Thomas who according to the records I've gathered was indeed the youngest. So it was 
common for the children to have been listed in birth order, but sometimes this order could 
have been changed in order to support the applicant's stated age for their pension claim. 


Two Pat Donnellan families so please provide more information 
This extractor requested the mother's maiden name and list of siblings to separate two 
families with the same name. 


Ages added by extractor 
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Below you can see that the names are written in ink and the ages are later added in pencil 
from the census form. 


Information added by extractor regarding child's death 

Here we see a child is noted as having died. The 1841 and 1851 censuses for Ireland 
included a table to list deaths of household members that occurred in the past 10 years. 
Catherine apparently wasn't found. Again the sibling names provided by the applicant were 
provided with the ages on the census form by the extractor. 


Extractor adds absent to Pats name 

There was also a table on the 1841 and 1851 censuses for household members absent on 
census night. Below absent was added to Pat's name because he appeared listed in that 
table. The extractor doesn't add the ages of family members because he does that below the 
line, instead, as we will see. 


Step-sisters noted 
Two of the household members below were step-sisters. These forms can provide additional 
information about relationships. 
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Information extracted by pension officials (below mid portion of form) 


Marriage date as recorded in the census 

Adults were asked for their marriage year if married, they were asked on the 1841 and 1851 
censuses. The early 20th century pension applicants were generally living with their parents 
in those census years. It's also possible that a few of the applicants were themselves married 
during the census years. Below is the extracted information for my 2nd great-grandparents 
Patt & Nelly Mullen who were married in 1837, according to the census. | have found their 
marriage record and they were married in 1837. 
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Lists of siblings of applicants names and ages extracted by officials 

These lists appear below the midpoint line on the form. Here we see a list extracted from the 
actual census rather than provided by the applicant. The list includes ages and information 
from the death table on the census. Below we see a sibling of the applicant Pat died at age 5 
in 1846, according to the census. 
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Sometimes the extractor went above and beyond 

This extractor included a great deal of additional information from the census. This extract 
was made by the same person who added absent to Pat's name in the example from the 
applicants portion. This extractor noted they checked the absent table and death table of the 
census and reported what they found. | had wondered if all tables were checked. They also 
included the fact one household member was a nephew. 


Bap note what is that? 

I've seen "bap note" recorded on some of the pension forms. | have noticed pension payment 
amounts are recorded on forms even when the person wasn't found on the census. | wonder 
if a baptismal record was used instead of the census? 


In my great-great uncle's case it seems that a bap note informed them of the death of 
Michael's sibling, also named Michael, who died in 1848. | had assumed the death 
information came from the table in the 1851 census? There is an arrow pointing from the 
notation to this information. It was common for deaths to be recorded in the church books 
below a person's baptism. 


Michael Mullen isn't an uncommon name so that could be why he applied again giving his 
mother's maiden name. Another Michael Mullen could have died in 1848 from a family with 
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the same parents' names. He apparently received his pension or at least a sum for a pension 
is recorded. His annual award would have been £16.14 annually. 
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Certificate of Baptism as alternative 

This note on a pension form implies that a baptism certificate could also serve as proof of 
birthdate. This applicant wanted the large town, near where my own ancestors lived, 
searched for the family. Without a street name the office wouldn't undertake such a large 
area search. It was suggested they get a copy of the baptismal certificate. | believe O.A.P 
means Old Age Pension. 


A side note 

My great-great grandmother appears on two pension extraction forms. For some reason her 
name is crossed out and her brother John's name is added. Her address is given on both 
forms, and both forms state she was not found. John, however, was found and likely received 
a pension. Or was her name mistakenly written as John on the census? It's a mystery. 


Sraneer FROM CENSUS RETURN OF 1851, 


ine of Applicant, ae. io See 


ates a2 nary teed m, Re Pitiide 
Tre ethserm , seam. 


{ Full Names of Father and Mother af Apoticant, Sherrie: t+ Grrecl 
; N ‘ 
bye eset acs ipa oa nt (LL atigaon, 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2022-08-16T 16:1 7:00-07:00&max-results=80&start=18&by-date=false 


12/24 


1/18/24, 12:13 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


I'm beginning to be able to decipher these forms after reviewing many of them. It's an 
interesting subject and not much has been written about these pension forms. 


If anyone has any corrections or additional information please let me know. 


Wednesday, July 27, 2022 


The 1841 & 1851 Irish Census Death 
Information and absent household members 


Ft li N. ame | of 
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My 2nd great-grandfather Patrick Mullen's brother Michael Mullen applied for a pension in 
April of 1920. He applied before a majority of these census records were lost in the June 
1922 fire at the public records office. Unfortunately he didn't get the pension because Pat and 
Ellen Mullen's children were not listed as living in their household on the 1851 Census. | 
surmised likely they were visiting local relatives (more on that later). | have seen children 
staying in the homes of aunts and uncles in the 1901 and 1910 Censuses. 


Something that puzzled me regarding Michael's 1851 census extract is the fact another child 
of Pat and Ellen is listed as Michael. This child died at age 1 according to this document. | 
didn't know where this information came from? He died in 1848 according to the extract. | 
didn't see deaths recorded on the 1851 census form | looked at? 
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| emailed the Irish Family History Centre genealogist a question about where this information 
came from. You can email a question and tune in to their Friday Facebook live stream to get 
your answer. My question was answered during one of their streams and | found out that 
there was a separate part of the form that listed deaths that occurred in households over the 
past 10 years. 


Our family's forms were all lost in the 1922 fire. Forms for some places survived. It's 
interesting to look at the surviving forms recording deaths. You get an idea of age ranges of 
death and causes of death in that time period. 


One portion of the form lists members of the household who were alive and absent from the 
household on the night of the census day, and below that those who were dead. The cause 
of death was recorded along with the season the death occurred. 


Below you can see ages and causes of death listed. A 52 year old pensioner probably died of 
an infection that spread from his foot. A 17 year old died of decay? A 2 year old was said to 
have died of Colic. 
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A problem I've run into with my theory that Pat and Ellen's children were staying with family 
members on census day is the fact they were supposed to be listed on the form as absent . 
Michael and his brother Patrick were supposed to have been alive in 1851 and should have 
been listed as absent. They apparently were not listed as absent on that form according the 
the 1920 census extract form. It's difficult to say exactly when these brothers were born; the 
surviving documents I've collected don't agree. It's possible they were born after 1851 and 
they lied about their ages for some reason? According to the records my ancestor Pat Mullen 
may have been born between 1837 and 1850. With such a wide range of years he could 
have been born in 1851 even; since the dates are all over the place anything is possible. 
When my ancestor Pat Mullen married in 1880 his age was given as 30 


According to Pat's death certificate he was 93 years old when he died in 1930. Dying at an 
age that advanced would have been unusual for that time period in Ireland. There is longevity 
in our Mullen family however. His daughter Sr. Mary Kathleen died at age 103. If he were 
born the year his parents married in 1837 it's possible he was already living away from home 
in 1851 because child labor was not illegal at the time. That doesn't explain why Michael 
would have been missing. His tombstone states he was born in 1850. He was younger than 
Patrick and should have still lived at home. We know the Mullen's had another child named 
Michael who died in 1848. It would stand to reason that the second Michael would have been 
born after that. Many of these forms weren't fully filled in so it's possible the census taker 
failed to ask about absent family members? 
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Here is another example of a form with absent household members and deceased household 
members listed. It was not uncommon for someone to be away from home on census day. 


: [jumped to the wrong conclusion as someone pointed out 
| assumed that every person who extracted information from these censuses extracted every 
name. My Huvane family extract included all of the children not just the applicant. 


Michael Mullen's application says "no return of applicant". So most likely this extractor didn't 
extract every name. 


The census extract has left me with more questions about when the Mullen children were 
born and where they were during the census? (Although now we might assume only Michael 
is missing) With few records surviving the fire and missing church records for the family 


parish we may never know exactly when the children were born or where they were living on 
census day 1851. 
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Tuesday, June 28, 2022 


The Mystery of Hugh Forgey's land 


Land records in Knox County, Tennessee had been key to establishing possible relationships 
in Lucille Wallace's book A genealogical history of the Forgy, Forgey and Forgie families in 
America. She located a land grant for a James Forgey which was for 500 acres on Flat Creek 
in Knox County, TN. 


She assumed that this 500 acres was sold and split between Alexander Forgey, Andrew 
Forgey, and Hugh Forgey. Below is a snip from the book. 


In Hawkins County, Tennessee James Forgey sold to Alexander 
Forgey in Hawkins County, Tennessee 250 acres December 2, 
1802. © This W5B acres was finally sold to John Thompson in 1813. 


It $s that the 250 other acres of the original grant was deeded 
to Wiliams and was sold by them to Christian 
Shell in 1812 or 1815. 


Actually the land was split between Alexander and Andrew Forgey. Hugh did witness one of 
the deeds which may have led to the misunderstanding. 
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Adding even more confusion was the fact Hugh Forgey sold 250 acres of land on Flat Creek 
also. 
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All of this led Lucille Wallace to assume James Forgey was the father of Alexander, Andrew, 
and Hugh. It would have been unusual for a father to sell land to his sons. It's most likely this 
James was the son of Andrew Forgey and Margaret Reynolds. He appears to have bought 
land as a speculator in several areas. His Reynolds cousins owned land on Flat Creek so he 
had family ties there. 


Alexander and Andrew were likely brothers. Alexander Forgey, James Forgey's uncle, could 
have been their father. 


Examining land records we discover Hugh Forgey owned 400 acres on Flat Creek well 
before the sale of the 250 acres by James. He was living on Flat Creek in the 1780s. He was 
definitely much older than Alexander Forgey who was said to have been born in 1780. Hugh 
Forgey was likely born in the 1760s. 


Hugh Forgey was a chain bearer in Knox County, Tennessee in 1786, again pointing to the 
fact he was much older than Andrew and Alexander. Both of those men didn't own any land 
until they bought the land from James in 1802. 


Hugh Forgey actually owned 400 acres on Flat Creek. Hugh Forgey shared a property line 
with Robert Reynolds. Likely his cousin. He sold off 150 acres in 1798. By coincidence 
leaving 250 acres. He sold off the remaining 250 acres, on Flat Creek, in 1806. 


| have not been able to find a grant or purchase deed for the land Hugh Forgey sold off? The 
lack of a deed misled Lucille Wallace. 


Recently | have found references to this land in other grants at the NORTH CAROLINA 
LAND GRANT IMAGES AND DATA website. It appears he likely purchased this grant from 
William McBroom. or survey. 


Here Hugh Forgey is described as living on William McBroom's survey on Flat Creek in 
1793. 
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It states Hugh Forgey lives on McBroom's survey. There was a 400 acre grant to McBroom 
on Flat Creek in 1789. 
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| would like to find out when Hugh purchased the 400 acres. | have an index with page 
numbers for additional deeds but have not located the books these page numbers refer to? 


We do know Hugh was living on 400 acres on the west fork of Flat Creek in 1791, according 
to Robert Reynolds land patent. This entry below, from 1791, refers to Hugh Forgey's 400 
acre survey. | have not found a 400 acre survey for Hugh, however. 
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As the old deed books began to fade and fall apart deeds were copied into new books. It's 
possible Hugh Forgey's purchase deed never made it into the newer books? Notations for 


book and page numbers of other books are often recorded in the margins of the deeds. 
Below is an example. 
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Some of the page numbers | found might refer to an older volume that no longer exists or 
isn't at the McClung library in Knoxville? 


Hugh and John Forgey were chainbearers for James Reynolds in 1788. We know the 
Reynolds family is related through Andrew Forgey's wife Margaret Reynolds. 


John is kind of a mystery because he was said to have died in 1793 and James Forgey of 
Hawkins County, Tennessee was the administrator of his estate. According to Andrew 
Forgey's, husband of Margaret Reynolds, will John was still alive when Andrew Forgey wrote 
his will leaving John land in 1809. 


According to Andrew's will Hugh Forgey was living on some of John's land in 1809. There 
appeared to be a close relationship between Hugh and John. | surmise they were together in 
Knox County in the 1780s. | see no sign of another John in the records. Maybe John didn't 
really die in 1793? Hugh was accused of perjury for his testimony in the case regarding the 
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estate of John Forgey. Another John Forgey could also have joined the family, coming out 
from Ireland. or he could have been Andrew and Alexander's brother? 


Hugh Crawford, son of Nancy Forgey, did mention John and Hugh Forgey in his journal. He 
remembered seeing John and the fact he lived in Middle Tennessee. His uncle Hugh Forgey 
died when he was very young and he didn't know much about him. Below is a passage from 
his journal stating his uncle Hugh Forgey lived in Knox County, Tennessee at one time not far 
from where he was then living. 


We can with reasonable certainty surmise John and Hugh Forgey were sons of Andrew 
Forgey and Margaret Reynolds. Andrew and Alexander might be sons of Alexander Forgey, 
brother of Andrew, who lived in Washington County, Virginia. 


More deed books will eventually come online for Knox County, Tennessee. | might be able to 
find the deed of sale for Hugh's 400 acres when more books come online? 


Knox County, Tennessee Researchers 

The McClung library sent me this list of researchers who specialize in research in Knox 
County, Tennessee. Personally I'm not interested in hiring a professional, but this might be of 
help to someone else. 


CALVIN M. MeCLUNG HISTORICAL COLLECTION 
EAST TENNESSEE HISTORY CENTER 
KNOX COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM 


INDEPENDENT RESEARCHERS LIST 


[Tee folhowng private rescarchers have requested tat their names be given to persone deseing move extenarce rescerch than 

| cum be canticd out as 4 regular service of he McClung Hisweical Collection (MoH), and ae ot affiliated with the McHIC 

| beecfustee ere thr leat cies rant treopby erderrnerrent tre the Metit’, smal the McHiC sasermen no regpotbeltty for strengerrerts 

| with these eesearchers. The MchiC staff will aot intervene in cases of disagroersent between chert and researcher All 
sttangemerts and fees net be Gcgotiated with Greve eedividuals, who are solely repanallile fur any ard all work performed 
trim the rexpoesttntity of the Parnes mvolved > towilve my ditfieaines 


Ame Blomquist — Tensenres Ancestor editur, Fant Teticner Hivieneal Secicty 

Telephone: $43-215-8322 

Bena! blumuistasastalinocy org 

TYPES OF RESEARCH SERVICES PROVIDED Coontinsdoe of Fire Fanilies of TN Also spectalite int Civil 
War farmibes of TN. Volanteer sssumatce with esabbating clygibility for memerstip with these groups 


Amy Koppe - German Translator & German Genealogy Researcher 

Website aww totenficthsneen Email: gmyeitintenflecken com 

TYPES OF RESEARCTUSER VICES PROVIDED. Translate Mistotecal and mextens documents im typeset ur ia 
script and offer Goth eynopees und word-for-word Waralsbeen. Begineeng ot Jatraxey 2020, will alse offer et 
cuunery research (vee website for moe information) 


Lori Theretun - Profesnonal Geoeslogit & Genealogical Speaker 

1327 Wieal Crest De 

Moenateren, TN IRI 

Telephone 423-728-0400 

Website wyononiuegmnssinecom — Emsst jonihucrenabemallcun 

MINIMUM PEE $S0.000br, tree inca! comattation 

TYPFS OF RESEARCINSERVICES PROVIDED, Spocialive a church seconds and in Southern States reseatet 
Coertheuces, county archos. specrl collectors, ctate archives, Seranes, prabters subemg 


Debra M. Wilhoo | Ceupheers of the Americ Revodstion, United Daughters ef the Condederacy, sna Uimeoed 
Oeeghters of 1812 

Telephone S65 556-4100 

Eenail MISSL OTE CR 

TYPES OF RESEARCIUSER VICES PROVIDED), Volantecr aveatzzoe with otebtishing ciigibitity to pore thee 
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Tuesday, June 21, 2022 


Native American DNA/Tall Tale or True? 


Many Americans claim Native American ancestry who aren't tribal members. Stories are 
often passed down in families about Native American ancestors. In some cases the stories 
are true. Many Americans have turned to DNA to verify these stories. Few people who have 
tested actually find any traces of Native American DNA in their results. 


When these testers are so confident they have Native American ancestry why isn't it showing 
up in their results? Here are a few possibilities: 


1. The Native American ancestor is too many generations removed from the test taker. 
It's always best to have someone test who is closer generation wise because we lose 
portions of our distant ancestors DNA with every generation. 

2. We share a very small trace amount that the companies aren't picking up. If you test 
with multiple companies there is a chance one will detect this small percentage, which 
could be less than 1%. 

3. Your Native American ancestor was mixed and not 100% Native American leading you 
to inherit only a trace amount. 


My impression, after many years of genealogy research, is Americans, those living in today's 
United States, didn't marry Native Americans very often. This is because the European 
population of Colonial America was large, with a larger population of women than in Central 
America, South America, and Canada. Most DNA testers in the United States do not have 
substantial amounts of Native American DNA, most actually don't have any Native American 
results. 


Fewer women came to the new world from Spain and Portugal. This led to more mixing 
between Iberian males and Native Americans. 


There likely would have been more mixing between the British colonists and Native 
Americans in the early 17th century, when the population was small, when there were fewer 
European women in the colonies. 


If a person has family from Oklahoma, where eastern tribes were resettled, the chances of 
having Native American ancestry would be greater. 


The DNA companies get many questions and angry comments from people who are certain 
they have Native American ancestry which didn't show up in their DNA results. When they tell 
people it's possible the ancestor lived too far back for this to show up they are being truthful. 
Another explanation thrown out is the companies don't have good reference populations for 
Eastern North American Native Americans. This is because the tribal leadership is often 
against DNA testing. Is this true? Is that why this DNA admixture isn't showing up? 


Let's look at my French Canadian DNA matches. Many of these matches still live in Canada 
and are French speaking even today. If it isn't possible to identify Eastern North American 
Native in the DNA samples then this admixture wouldn't show up in those living in Eastern 
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Canada either. There was migration and mixing between the Canadian tribes and those 
south of them. 


Here we see one of my French Canadian matches has 0.80% Native American DNA. 
Because this is less than 1% | wouldn't look at this as strong proof of Native American 
ancestry. He does, however, have a Native American mtDNA haplogroup, A2i, proving his 
direct maternal line is in fact Native American. So the trace amount of Native American DNA 
is in fact correct. (The haplogroup A2i is found in the following groups:"USA (Hispanic, etc.), 
Canada (Ojibwa, Prince Edward Island, Pabos in Quebec)". According to the Wikipedia 
article "Haplogroup A (mtDNA)" ) 


7.1% @® Curopean 98.6% ¥ 
7.1% @ East Asian & Inctigenous American 0.6% “ 
6.0% ® Central & South Asian O4% - 
1.3% @ Sub-Saharan African 8.0% a 
0.2% @ Western Asian & North African 0.0% ~ 
0.7% Unassigned 6.0% 
Maternal Haplogroup Paternal Haplogroup 
hal Naplogrou fentily unbroker Pat i! 
ines of women thal ali trace hack to the { men that all trace back to tf me 
t ~s! 


A2i Not ava G-L42 


Looking at more French Canadian matches | find many with traces of Native American DNA. 
Here is another case. This match currently lives in Canada and has over 1% Native American 
DNA. He doesn't however have Native American ancestry in his direct male of female lines, 
because he has European haplogroups, unlike the previous example. 


90.1% ® Evropean 98.6% v 
7.1% ®@ East Asian & Indigenous American 1.2% v 
1.3% ® Sub-Saharan African 0.0% v 
0.8% @ Western Asian & North African 6.0% v 
0.7% Unassigned 0.0% 


Yes, in most cases North Eastern Native American DNA can be detected if present. 


The colonial population of Quebec was very small. They had difficulty attracting French 
women to settle in Quebec. Also many of the Quebecois were fur traders who would have 
had close contact with Native Americans. There is definitely more detectable Native 
American in the French Canadian population than those who settled the United States. 
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Basically if your ancestors were from south of the United States border it's nearly certain you 
have Native American ancestry. If you have French Canadian ancestry you might find traces 
of Native American admixture. If you have American, United States, ancestry your chances of 
having Native American ancestry are much lower, unless you are a tribal member. 


If you're positive the stories in your family are true and would like to prove that with DNA, but 
you don't have any trace in your results, | would suggest testing at more of the major testing 
companies or testing more relatives. Check the Y and mtDNA haplogroups of your matches 
at 23andMe and Family Tree DNA. It's possible, if your ancestors were among the earliest 
arriving in Virginia, for instance. that you might indeed have Native American ancestry. 
However, that far back any trace of these ancestors' DNA is probably no longer discernible. If 
your Native American ancestor was said to have been born in the 19th or 20th centuries you 
should find traces of their DNA in your results. In a case of a supposed closer ancestor not 
showing up then the story you were told is just another tall tale. 
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| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 


concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Wednesday, May 11, 2022 


Problems With The Browning Lineage/New 
Information has Surfaced 


My research on my great-grandmother Isis Browning-Forgey's line began in May of 1999 
when FamilySearch.org first went online. When that site first went online | tried searching all 
of my family names but the only line | got a hit on was for Isis Browning's family. | didn't know 
at the time this information wasn't verified and there weren't any source citations. It didn't 
occur to me that someone would post information that hadn't been thoroughly researched 
with documented sources. | had just begun researching my family in 1998 and didn't know 
that some people drew conclusions without proof. 


Actually the Browning lineage | found posted turned out to be mostly correct. | copied the 
family group sheets for the Browning family as far back as the links would take me. Below is 
the group sheet for Edward Browning's family. | copied this sheet on June 8th, 1999. 
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The information on the sheets turned out to be very good going back to Edward Browning. 
When we go back a generation to his parents that's where we run into problems. According EE re 
to this sheet Francis Browning and Rachel Marriot were the parents of Edward Browning. | r 
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Burgenland Bunch 


Learn Genetic 


In 1999 there weren't many original documents online. If | wanted to verify the Browning Genealogy 
lineage myself | would have to travel to Maryland to view the original documents or write the 
repositories asking for them to mail me copies, or order microfilms from the Family Histo . 

aie ae : it Blog Archive 
Library in Salt Lake City. 


V 2024 (1) 


Doing some research online | was able to eventually find the reasoning and sources behind 
Vv January (1) 


the information provided in the group sheets.. Someone had written a book about the 


Browning family and this information was copied from the book. Wills, land records, and evi 
census records were the bulk of the sources used. Looking at the sources used | felt Names for 
confident the Browning researchers had done a good job and | didn't need to do anything Clues 
else except collect the original sources either online or by ordering microfilms from my local 
Family History Center. Pm 2023 (15) 
. ; ee ‘ Pm 2022 (21) 
The reasoning behind the parentage attribution for Edward Browning was based on the fact 
Francis Browning, of Virginia, named an Edmund in his will. The names look similar when Pm 2021 (17) 
handwritten; it was thought someone mistook the name Edward for Edmund. | thought that > 2020 (18) 
could be a possibility and found no proof it wasn't. On the other hand Edward doesn't appear 
to have any sons named Francis or daughter's named Rachel. He lived in Maryland and Pm 2019 (16) 
Francis lived in Virginia. > 2018 (22) 
Where Edward is the man mistakenly identified as Edmund completely falls apart is there > 2017 (31) 
was a man named Edmund who was the son of Francis and Rachel. Edmund Browning can m 2016 (24) 
be found in several 18th Century records for Culpeper County, Virginia, the same area eer 
Francis and Rachel settled. Below is a power of attorney given to Edmund in 1770 from his 30) 
brother John witnessed by brother Caleb Browning. These are all children of Francis and Pm 2014 (53) 
Rachel Browning. > 2013 (59) 
m 2012 (76) 
Pm 2011 (94) 
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| had thought that atDNA test results at Ancestry supported a link between the Browning eer aes 


profile 
family of Culpeper County, Virginia and our Maryland Browning family. Looking at Ancestry's 
Thrulines a Nicholas Browning is shown as a son of Edward. He didn't have a son named . 
Nicholas, but Francis Browning and Rachel Marriot did. Feedjit 


ThruLines® for Edward Browning 


Thrul nes” uses Ancestry” trees to suggest that Edna Kapple may be refated to Tt ONA matches through fdweed 
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| assumed this was pointing to a relationship with the Virginia family even though someone 
had an error in their tree. Doing some more research | discovered this family didn't descend 
from Nicholas or the Virginia Brownings, They also descended from the Maryland 
Brownings. 


It appears that as in the case of Edmund becoming Edward, Edward's son Nathan became 
Nicholas. Maybe because they both start with N? Looking at the names in the tree of the 
supposed Nicholas | spotted the name Verlinda. That was the name of Nathan's wife. Also 
this Nicholas was said to have died and been married in Maryland. 


Doing more research on the ancestors of these matches | discovered not only was the name 
Verlinda passed down in the family Elias was the son of Nathan Browning and Verlinda. My 
DNA connection to the Culpeper County, Virginia Browning family had now disappeared. 
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Edward Browning origins mystery 


The Edward Browning, of Maryland, origins mystery continued until someone commented on 
a blog post with information from a book he wrote. 


George Arthur Trail IV, author of the book "David's Industry" discovered some new 
information about Edward Browning while researching original documents at the Maryland 
State Archives. He found Edward Browning named in a court case. He had been convicted 
for stealing a cow. The court case occurred in 1722, in Prince George's County, Maryland. 
Edward Browning is described as a former servant of John Rothery in the entry below from 
the book K page 484 of Prince George's County, Maryland court records. 
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It's a little difficult to read the old faded record but we can make out that Edward Browning 
was sold by the court to Richard Isaac for a term of 3 and a half years. 


| believe this Edward Browning is more likely than not our Edward Browning. Part of Prince 
George's County, Maryland later became Montgomery County, Maryland where Edward's will 
was filed. He was also the right age to have been the father of children born in the 1720s 
when many of our Edward's children were born. 


Maryland was settled by many indentured servants who couldn't afford the cost of 
transporting themselves to America. They instead entered into service contracts with masters 
for a certain number of years to pay for their passage to this country. | believe Edward 
Browning could have been serving a set number of years as an indentured servant. 
Apparently John Rothery no longer wanted his service or the court thought that arrangement 
wasn't in the best interest of the parties because he was sold to someone else by the court. 
Three and a half years could be the remainder of his contract with Rothery? 


Another scenario that George Trail believes is the case is a ship captain named William 
Browning is the father of Edward Browning. This man was captain of the "Chester Merchant". 
Naval logs name a Potomac River captain by the name of William Browning. The entries in 
the logs were in 1689 and 1690. Our Edward Browning's eldest son's name was William. It's 
also likely that Edward Browning was born in the 1690s. Edward could have been a free man 
sold by the court for stealing the cow? Instead of a newly arrived indentured servant. 


There was an Edward Browning who is listed as living in Baltimore's Spes Utiz Hundred in 
1706. This could point to our Edward's family being in Maryland well before the 1720s. 
Edward could haven been a name passed down in the family. 


Maybe more information will surface to establish whether Edward came to America as an 
indentured servant or he was born in America? 


Roger Browning of Tennessee loose ends 

My line goes back to Isis Browning-Forgey of Indiana. Her father Richard Washington 
Browning was the son of another Nathan Browning and Obedience McPike of Greene 
County, Tennessee. Our connection to the Browning family of Maryland hinges on a deed 
naming a Roger Browning as the son of Benjamin Browning who in turn was the son of 
Edward Browning whose story | presented above. 
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Benjamin was named in Edward's Montgomery County, Maryland will. Roger was named in a 
deed after Benjamin's death as the eldest son of Benjamin in a Frederick County, Maryland 
deed. The Brownings lived in both Montgomery County, Maryland and neighboring Frederick 
County. 


We don't have anything specifically stating that Roger Browning of Greene County, 
Tennessee and Roger of Maryland are the same person. We don't have any documents 
stating where he was born. We do have census records for a couple of his children. One 
child states his father was born in Virginia, while another states he was born in Maryland. 
Roger had a son named Benjamin who may have been named after his father. Nathan could 
have been named after an uncle? 


How common was the first name Roger in 18th Century America? Comparing the incidence 
of Roger to John in the 1810 US Census we see Roger is much less common than the name 
John. There were 87,284 Johns and 484 Rogers. This would support the fact the name 
Roger Browning wouldn't be very common. | have not found any other Roger Brownings on 
census records contemporary with our Roger. Doing a general search on Ancestry.com and 
FamilySearch.org | haven't found any either. 


Home Search Heritage Quest 


All 1810 United States Federal Census results for 
Roger 


Your search 2 +*+ Results 1-20 of 464 


i —_— 


Home Search HerkageQuesx 


All 1810 United States Federal Census results for 
John 


Your search @ ++ Results -20 of 87.284 


Looking at Thrulines, at AncestryDNA we do have matches with descendants of confirmed 
children of both Edward Browning and his son Benjamin. 


One of these lines had to be dismissed, however, because we also share another German 
related line with this family. Nancy Browning descendants are disregarded because of our 
relationship on two different lines. If | could see the segments in a chromosome browser | 
might be able to determine which side they came from? Since only one segment is shared 
with Nancy's matches, looking at common matches it looks like this segment comes from our 
shared Zirkle Roller line. 
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This leaves us with 3 matches related to the possible brother of our Roger. We have 3 
matches with descendants of Benjamin Sr.'s son Benjamin. We have 36 matches with 
descendants of our ancestor Roger. Our connection to Roger is firmly established, not only 
with all of these DNA matches, but also with Roger's will and census records. 


Where we run into some conflicting information trying to prove our ties to the Maryland family 
has to do with a Roger Browning that is listed with a Maryland Browning family member 
named Basil in Pennsylvania. Basil is listed on records with the family in Maryland and then 
relocates to Pennsylvania. There is disagreement regarding who his father was. 


We first find Roger Browning on a muster roll in 1781 in Bedford County, Pennsylvania. 


Since the name Roger is generally uncommon this Pennsylvania man may be Roger 
Browning from Pennsylvania? A William Browning and an Ephraim Browning are also named 
as living in Bedford County, Pennsylvania around the time Roger lived there. 


There is other evidence, however. There may have been more than one man named Roger 
Browning living in Pennsylvania. Descendants of the other Browning lines in Pennsylvania 
believe that their ancestors were originally from Maryland. The name Roger looks to be more 
common in the area of Maryland where the Brownings lived than in other areas. The name 
Basil, who Roger is associated with, is also used in that area. So there could have been 
more Roger Browning cousins living in Pennsylvania. 


In 1783 Roger Brownen was listed on a Bedford County, Pennsylvania tax list. There are 6 
people in his household. He has one cabin. 
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In 1785 we see a Roger Brownen listed as a single freeman non-resident runaway. Sounds 
like a different man than the one named above. The name Roger may have been used by 
other branches of the Maryland Browning family? 


If this Pennsylvania Roger is the son of Benjamin Browning he makes a trip back to Frederick 
County, Maryland after the death of his father in 1787. His father died intestate and the only 
child mentioned was Roger who inherited the land because he was the eldest son. A likely 
brother did appear on Benjamin's inventory. Roger sold the land he inherited to Jeremiah 
Browning. He could have been a brother, a cousin. or his uncle. 


After selling the land he apparently would have returned to Pennsylvania joining Basil in 
Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania. 


In 1788 we find Basil and Roger on a militia list for Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania. 
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They both appear on a 1788 tax list for Huntingdon, PA. Roger drops off the Pennsylvania tax 
lists in 1789 when he either dies or most likely moved to Tennessee. 


In 1789 our Roger Browning bought land in Sullivan County, Tennessee.. An Amsy Browning 
was serving in the militia in Tennessee in the 1790s, and is believed to be related to Roger 
due to the fact the name Amzi was used by Roger's descendants. It's possible he was 
another brother of Roger or his son? 


___Christian’s 


Regiment of Militia, 


Territory South of the Ohio. 


There is a Browning DNA project with two descendants of the Maryland Brownings in it. The 
best way for our family to confirm our relationship with the Maryland Brownings would be for 
a male descendant of Roger Browning to take a Y-DNA test to compare with the Maryland 
Brownings. More research in Pennsylvania and Maryland court records would also help. 


Wednesday, April 20, 2022 


AncestryDNA SideView/New at 
Ancestry.com 
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Region Parent 1 Parent2 You 


Total: 14 50% 50% 100% 
© Ireland 4% 23% 27% 
a @ a 
@ England & Northwestern Europe 19% 0% 19% 
= | 
@ Germanic Europe 0% 12% 12% 
= —) 
®@ Scotland 4% 6% 10% 
| = oo 
@ Spain 7% O% 7% 


I've been interested in seeing how accurate our ethnicity results become as the technology 
advances. It's difficult to gage accuracy without separating the results by parent. 23andMe 
has been separating the results by parent if at least one parent has tested with them. 


Since 23andMe phases your results with an actual parent, or parents, their ethnicity results 
are more accurate. Separating the results by parent is called phasing. 


Ancestry.com phases results by guessing the phase based on strings of letters that make up 
our DNA code, A (adenine), G (guanine), C (cytosine), and T (thymine). These appear in 
base pairs, such as A-T, one letter for each parent. In order to separate the base pairs 
according to parent strings of letters are separated by parent using your matches in their 
database. It's an accurate process but errors can occur. A phase can turn out to be wrong, 
which will cause your ethnicity to be incorrectly estimated. 


(For a better explanation by a professional genetic genealogist read: "AncestryDNA SideView 
| Ethnicity Inheritance | What is Phasing?" by Diahan Southard.") 


How accurate is SlideView for my mother and me? 


Looking at my mother Edna Forgey-Kapple's SideView gives us a good idea regarding how 
accurate Ancestry.com's phased results are. My mother's father's ancestry is 100% Colonial 
American. His ancestors originally settled in the mid-Atlantic and Southern part of the United 
States. there is no New England ancestry | have been able to find. Settlers of those areas 
were heavily Scots-lIrish and German. Those two ethnicities make up the bulk of his ancestry. 
There is also likely some English and Welsh ancestry. 


My mother's mother, Graciela (Lucresia) Del Castillo, was Nicaraguan. Nicaraguans are a 
mix of Spanish, Indian, and African. My grandmother lived in Granada, Nicaragua in an area 
that was a segregated area where people who were primarily of Spanish/European ancestry 
lived. Granada had a line drawn in the city separating the indigenous population from those 
who looked more European. However, all Nicaraguans are a mix of the 3 ethnicities because 
there was never a large migration of Europeans into Nicaragua. 


Now let's look at the split between my mother's parents in her results. 


Looking at parent 1 and parent 2 on the parent chart, and the ethnicity breakdown, | can 
easily tell which parent is which. The breakdown looks fairly accurate. If a person's parents 
were both from the same places, they wouldn't be able to identify which parent is 1, and 
which 2. We see parent 1, Graciela Del Castillo, has much more color in her chart 
representing the fact she isn't 100% European, and she has more trace regions. 
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Maternal Parent 1 Graciela Del Castillo-Forgey 


It's definitely obvious Graciela is parent 1. 


Below you see African admixtures represented in the chart as coming from the Graciela Del 
Castillo side. Tracing my grandfather's ancestry, | haven't found any African ancestry. Our 
mtDNA is L, which is African, and would support this result. Europeans in the United States 
generally married other Europeans. 
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Now looking at the indigenous Indian admixture we see that share is larger than the African 
representing the fact they were more numerous being native to the area. 


Overview 


Parent 1 Parent2 You 
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Ancestry estimates that my mother received a 25% admixture share of Spanish from her 
mother Graciela. 


Overview GED 
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Below we see Basque, and Portugal represented which would make sense because they 
reflect the Iberian Peninsula ancestry. The surname Lacayo on my grandmother's side is 
Basque. 
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Some French is showing up on Graciela's side. This could be French Basque or it could be a 
phasing error? 
Parent! Carent? 
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Below we see a sliver of Irish on Graciela's side. | don't believe she had any Irish and believe 
this is a phasing error. 
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You 


90% of this so far looks accurate for Graciela Del Castillo. She said she had some German 
ancestry which is not showing up in my mother's results. 


Maternal Parent 2 Charles Forgey 


As | said Charles Forgey had American Colonial ancestry which was a mix of British Isles 


and German. 


Since many of his ancestors were Scots-lrish we would expect to see this reflected on his 
side. We do see Irish, and Scottish, represented in the parent chart below. 


Parent! Pernt? 
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England and Northwest Europe below helps fill this Colonial American admixture. Obviously 
this portion of DNA isn't pointing to anything more specific. 
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| would say Charles Forgey was about 1/4 German on paper. According to his breakdown my 


mother received 8% Germanic admixture from him. 
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Parent! Parent? 
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My mother is said to have received 2% Sweden and Denmark admixture which | believe isn't 
accurate. That is probably Germanic. 


Overview eS 


Patent! Pacent 2 Tou 


This again, is very accurate. | think it's accurate because my mother's parents were from 
such different ethnicities, and their ancestors married people from the same ethnic groups for 
generations. 


My parents 


On my father's side I'm 1/4 Austo-Hungarian, 1/8 Irish, 1/16 French Canadian, and the 
remainder of my 50% share from my father would be a Colonial American mix which would 
mainly be a British Isles mixture. On my mother's side I'm 1/4 Nicaraguan and 1/4 Colonial 
American British Isles, and German mix. On paper that is. That doesn't mean | inherited 
these amounts of DNA admixture. 


Parent 1 Edna Forgey-Kapple 

| can identify my mother Edna immediately by clicking on all of the ethnicities associated with 
Nicaragua. She is definitely parent 1 as we see below with the Iberian and Indigenous. Those 
ethnicities cover about a quarter of the chart as expected. 
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The ethnicities | would associate with my mother's father's side, my grandfather, looks to be 
over represented. Maybe | did receive more DNA from my grandfather's side? 
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| found what is apparently a phasing error. My breakdown shows Welsh and Norwegian 
admixture on my mother's side. My mother doesn't have those ethnicities in her results? If 
she doesn't have it she couldn't give those to me. 


Overview [ Save 
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Since I'm more Heinz57 than Ivory soap pure my results aren't as accurate. As families 
spend more time in America they mix with other ethnicities jumbling the letters in our DNA 
up. 


Parent 2 Robert Kapple 

Since my Kapple grandfather Rudolph was Austro-Hungarian and my grandmother Dorothy 
Maon-Kapple Colonial American, Irish, and French Canadian it's again fairly easy to figure 
out which quarter share of parent 2 represents each grandparent. 

Paternal Grandfather 

The Germanic and Eastern European on the parent 2 side represents my Kapple Austro- 
Hungarian grandfather. When | first tested 8 years ago | didn't see him represented in my 
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ethnicity results. It's nice to see him represented. These admixtures don't cover a 1/4 of the 
chart but are getting closer to correct. 


Overview CED 


Pavent1 Parem2 You 


Paternal Grandmother 
My grandmother Dorothy Mason-Kapple was a mixture of Irish, French Canadian, and 
Colonial American is showing up correctly on parent 2 my father's side. 


Clearly, we see my great-grandmother Helen Mullen-Mason's Irish showing up. She was born 
in Ireland in 1880. According to this breakdown | received 23% of my Irish from her. The 
Scottish could have come from early American Scottish ancestors? 


Overview GED 


What's missing from my maternal grandmother's side is French. My grandmother was 1/4 
French Canadian. | have many French-Canadian DNA matches so | believe | have some of 
that admixture. 


| would say the breakdown by parent for me isn't as accurate as it was for my mother. | 
believe it's because I'm more ethnically mixed and it's confusing their algorithms. Some of my 
ethnic groups are underrepresented in the database which also makes identifying my 
ethnicities difficult. The closer someone is to a particular ethnic group the better the results, 
meaning your family has been in one place for centuries and haven't mixed much recently 
with other ethnic groups. 


| know where my ancestors lived in the past few hundred years, so the ethnicity results are 
less important to me (although ethnicity results can help sort our DNA matches). If someone 
doesn't know where their ancestors are from the accuracy of these results are important to 
them. 


So how accurate is the Ancestry.com SideView for us? | would say it's in the 90'% range 
for my mother and about 80% accurate for me. So, | would infer the ethnicity results overall 
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accuracy are in those ranges. 


Saturday, April 2, 2022 


My Experience With the 1950 Census/ How 
I've found hard to find people 


| live in Southern California so when the 1950 Census became available on April 1st just 
after midnight eastern time it was only 9pm _ in California. | was able to search the census 
while still reasonably lucid. It was still a learning process. Searching by name often didn't 
bring up the correct person. The machine generated index does a fairly good job but you 
have to play with it sometimes. You can get thousands of possible matches when searching 
the index, or the right one may appear on top or on page 1. 


How to search while waiting for the better indexes 


Until a better index is ready, basically going through the 1950 Census and manually indexing 
it, the machine generated index is all that is available if you don't want to patiently wait. 


The NARA site recommends using a place and name of the head of household to search 
their index for the best results. That didn't always work for me. It didn't work for my Forgey 
family or my Kapple family in California. | did find my grandfather Kapple that way. 


Below you can see my grandfather Rudolph Kapple's first name isn't spelled correctly, but the 
last name was indexed correctly. His 2nd wife's last name is indexed as Kappu. 


fapole . Kaepu 


| found out that if you use both the enumeration district and a name the search results can be 
much better. 


For me anyway I've found the best technique for searching is to find the Enumeration District, 
or ED, using Ancestry.com's ED finder. This works well if you have the exact address for the 
family in 1950. 


My Forgey family didn't come up in the search results, or not in the first few pages, not by just 
searching on my grandfather's name, and place. Using the enumeration district it did appear 
at the top. 
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Going through the ED district page by page | discovered no one was at home when the 
census taker came to the Forgey family door. 
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| didn't have the exact address of my great-great uncle Thomas Mullin who lived in Phoenix, 
Arizona in 1950. Searching on his name brought up the wrong Thomas Mullin. It brought up a 
man who was born in California and my Thomas was born in Ireland. | had his obituary and | 
used his place of death address to find an ED District. He died in a nursing home, but | 
figured he probably didn't live far away. | used the Steve Morse 1950 ED finder to look for the 
ED districts around the address. | tried 3 or 4 with the name Mullin in the search box, and 
eventually his name popped up at the top of the page. 
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If nothing works just search the ED districts page by page. 
What did | find on the Census of Interest? 


| found the occupations the most interesting. | knew some of my family's occupations. | didn't 
know my great-uncle Edwin Mason worked in shipping for the railroad. Great Aunt Mary 
worked at a window manufacturing company. My aunt Dorothy June worked as a file clerk at 
an auto insurance company, and aunt Gloria was a typist at a life insurance company. 
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It was sad to see Belle Kappel and her son Ronald living without William Kappel, Belle's 
husband and Ronald's father. William was killed in WWII Germany. A reminder of the war that 
was over only 5 years before the Census. 
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Information that will lead to more research 


My Kapple grandparents, Dorothy Mason and Rudolph Kapple, divorced in the 1940s. After 
the divorce my grandmother Dorothy decided to move to California with her 7 children. Her 
brother Frank already lived in California. Their brother Edwin also made the move along with 
their sister Mary Mason-Greene. Some members of the family flew out to California and other 
family members took the train. My father Robert J. Kapple came out to California by train with 
his aunt Mary. He loved the train ride out to California with the interesting views from the 
train. 


| used a postcard from 1948, sent by my aunt Diane (Daine in the census lol), to get the 
address of the family in Los Angeles. Apparently in mid 1948 only part of the family had 
arrived at their new home in California, but Diane said the family was coming soon in her 
message postcard. 
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My grandmother made out the address and my young aunt wrote the message. 


| assumed those family members would include my great-grandmother Helen Mullen-Mason. 
When | didn't see her with the rest of the family on the 1950 Census | assumed she was 
visiting family or friends. 
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| was very surprised to find Helen living in the basement of the former family home in 
Chicago. She had not come out to California in 1948 with the family. 
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| thought my grandparents sold the house after they divorced? Did they continue to own it 
and rent out the upstairs and downstairs? Or did the new owners rent the basement to my 
great-grandmother? Francis Regan and his family lived downstairs, and Rosina Feehan and 
her children lived upstairs, in 1950. 


My Helen had family and friends living in Chicago and probably would have preferred to stay 
there. 


The basement had windows, thankfully, but the current windows don't seem to open. 
Hopefully they did open when my great-great grandmother lived there. Helen may have lived 
in a basement before? When she came to Chicago in 1899 she worked as a servant, 
possibly living in a basement? Living in the basement with water and electricity was likely 
better than living in the rural village in Ireland she was raised in. In 1950 her Irish relatives 
still had no electricity. 


The house as it currently looks with glass blocks as basement windows. 


| plan on doing some research on the house to find out when it was sold by my grandparents. 
| might have to visit Chicago to do that? 


Since my moneysaving great-great grandmother remained in Chicago a little longer, my 
family could keep the light bulb in the refrigerator a little longer and turn the heat up when it 
was cold. She definitely ruled the house when she lived with the family. 


Here we see my great-great grandmother is finally out of the basement and in California 
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The 1950 Census research was more interesting than | expected. 


Wednesday, March 16, 2022 


Help from Facebook Group Member & 1851 
Census Ireland Breakthrough/Ordnance 
Survey Map dates 


Breakthrough 


A few years ago | discovered the 1841/1851 Census extracts for Ireland. These extracts were 
created for the purpose of verifying the ages of applicants for a state sponsored pension. In 
order to receive a pension a person had to prove they were 70 or older. 


| learned the names of my 3rd great-grandparents which | found on 1851 extracts. Actually, in 
the case of Michael Mullen, he was not born yet and couldn't be found on the 1851 Census. 
But even when the person was found to be ineligible for a pension the documents are still 
very useful. There was another Michael born previously who died in 1848. My 3rd great- 
grandparents decided to name this later son, who applied for a pension, Michael. Perhaps 
Michael thought he could get away with posing as the brother born earlier or he was visiting 
another family on census day? 


The 1851 census asked for the year of marriage for couples. 
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Using that information | tried to find the marriage records for the ancestors named on these 
extracts. | assumed my 3rd great-grandparents were married in the parish my Mullen family 
lived in. | was not able to find a marriage record in that parish and didn't pursue it again until 
recently. 


When | brought this up in the Facebook group "East Galway Genealogy & DNA", someone 
suggested | try the Tuam marriage records. Tuam is the nearest larger town near the 
townland Pollaturick where my Mullen family lived. Since | had the year from the census | 
started with the year 1837. | quickly found a marriage record for Patrick Mullen and Eleanor 
Qualter in 1837. 


The name of the bride on the 1837 marriage record was Eleanor, not Ellen as likely reported 
by Michael, or Nelly as found on the census. | assumed that was the correct record because 
the name Qualter isn't very common. Also there were no Qualter families living near the 
Mullen family townland. A sponsor was named Ruane. Ruane is a surname associated with 
the Mullen family which was another clue this was the correct marriage entry. 


Marriage Cit 
Patrick Mullen 
and Eleanor 
QOualter IS37 


| then assumed the couple married in the bride's parish as is common. | found a birth record 
for a Nelly Qualter in Tuam in 1812. This matches the name of Patrick's wife recorded in the 
1851 Census extract. Her father's name was Michael, she had a son named Michael. Her 
father being named Michael is probably why she named another son by that name after the 
first Michael died. Her mother's name was Mary Finigan. Now I| have the names of my 4th 
great-grandparents. 
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| then decided to look for her death record to see what name was recorded on that. | found 
her death record and she is recorded as Eleanor, which supports the marriage record. 
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The online civil registration death records don't go back into the 1760s when Eleanor died. | 
used the site Rootslreland to see a transcript of the death record to make sure | was ordering 
the correct record. The townland recorded in the transcript confirmed which one would be the 
right one to order a copy of. 


When | looked at the transcript for the birth record of Eleanor/Nelly her name was recorded 
as Helen even though the church birth record clearly states her name is Nelly. | believe 
someone thought they were being helpful by replacing the nickname with a formal name. 
They guessed wrong at the given name however. 


faye Cr 


Name [Helen Qualte | Date of Birth 


Date of Baptisrn 


Address Not Recorded | Parish /Drstrict 


Gender Fernale | County 


Unfortunately | wasn't able to trace the family back any farther because the Mullen parish in 
Milltown has many missing church records. 


The Ordnance Survey of Ireland 


Maps based on the 1830s and 1840s Ordnance survey were produced until new surveys 
were undertaken. Maps based on those coordinates were produced for the valuations of 
property for tax purposes, such as the first one, Griffith's Valuation. Periodic revaluations 
were done and maps were made for notations of changes of ownership or property lines. 
These notations were handwritten by valuation office workers. The location of the buildings, 
however, would be from the 1830s to the 1840s. Some areas were resurveyed sooner as | 
will explain later. 


I'm interested in knowing when changes in the structures on my Mullen family property 
occurred. For that reason | wanted to nail down when resurveys were made. A resurvey of 
our family's property and structures didn't occur until the 1890s, with another survey around 
1913. 


The circa 1839 map is a mystery. I'm curious about whether there were two houses on the 
property at the time the 1839 survey was made. There is a structure marked with a 
lowercase "b", which would indicate a house. There is no corresponding "a" structure, and 
the building near the current house isn't marked with a letter at all. Was the structure near the 
present house actually an outbuilding? | don't think so because it would be far from the 
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structure marked like a house. Usually farm buildings were close to the house. The structure 
marked "b" has a fence around the front. | could use another map of the early structures to 


clear this up. 


The map below is the 1913 survey map. The structure marked "b" is gone. There are more 


structures near the present house. 
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This is the property today with only the house and cart house still standing. 


A list of resurvey dates can be found on this pdf from Trinity College Dublin titled "The Six 


Inch Ordnance Maps of Ireland (1:10,560)." 
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The original survey began in Northern Ireland. A decision was made soon after the start of 
the survey to include field lines in the survey maps. The surveyors had to resurvey some 
areas to include the field lines. For that reason some areas have two early maps. 


The first ordnance maps in Northern Ireland were made as early as 1832. These maps have 
no field lines. The resurvey with field lines took place a number of years later and as late as 
1862. Below you can see examples of the early and later maps. The maps below show some 
changes in the structures and landscapes in the decades between the first and second 
surveys. I'm sorry that my family's area in Galway didn't need to be resurveyed a decade or 
two after the original survey. It would answer some of my questions. 


There were many ordnance survey maps produced for different purposes and also for sale to 
the general public. Salesmen were sent around the country selling the maps. By 1857 
200,000 maps were reported to have been sold. The resurvey maps produced in the 1890s 
were advertised for sale in local newspapers. 


Ordinances Sarvey of ireland 
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The second major survey of the 1880s and 1890s took place in order to establish 
landownership as a shift in ownership took place due to land reform. Before the reforms a 
majority of the population of Ireland were tenants, after reform a majority of the population 
owned their land. 
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What I've learned by studying these maps is structures on farms were frequently replaced. 
The old stone cottages fell out of favor because they were associated with poverty. When 
visiting Ireland today you do see old stone houses, but many have been torn down to make 
way for more modern structures. Most people today do appreciate the old cottages and are 
restoring them. 


I'm hoping more of these maps will eventually appear online. 


A Little Something From RootsTech 

A new feature at MyHeritage was announced at RootsTech 2022. It's called Live Story. This 
feature animates photos of people. The animated photos of your ancestors tell their story 
based on information in your tree or you can change the story and write your own. The 
animated photos have a number of voices to choose from. 


In honor of St. Patrick's Day here is the animated story of my great-grandmother Helen 
Mullen-Mason. 


Happy St. Patrick's Day! 
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Tuesday, February 22, 2022 


Using Genetic Groups At MyHeritage To 
Narrow Down Matches & Build A Segment 
Map 


The Genetic group filter at MyHeritage has help me build out my segment map at Genome 


Mate Pro. If | only filter by ethnicity it's too broad in many cases. For instance if | filter just by Search This 
Ireland there are millions of people in the United States with Irish ancestors, it would take a Blog 

great deal of time to sort through all of those matches. My paternal family's Irish ancestors 

are from Galway and Mayo if | search at AncestryDNA, for instance, using these more narrow 
places | still get a large number of matches because many Americans also have ancestry 

from those counties. We may match with thousands of people at AncestryDNA on our Irish My Blog List 


lines. Many of those thousands of matches probably do share ancestors hundreds of years 
ago. Since most of us can't possibly build a tree that far back due to record losses, collecting 


those matches isn't useful. Matching with Genetic Groups means the match has strong ties Geneabloggers 

: mee : Blogiversary 
and close relatives living in Ireland currently or they descend from more recent immigrants. Scotian Ene 
Also there are many people in these Genetic Groups that don't have birthplaces of their Branches on the 
ancestors listed. They are in these communities based on shared DNA. I've found many Family Tree 
trees with only names and no places listed. These groups gather people together who are edaye sue 
living in Ireland with those who may not even know where in Ireland their family came from. ov el 


The same is true in regards to all of the genetic groups representing many different places. Ariens Eakie’s 


Tennessee Blog 


It would be very helpful if AncestryDNA and 23andMe also had DNA community filters. The DAR, The 
WPA, and your 
Another nice feature of the Genetic Groups at MyHeritage is that you don't have to be a Genealogy 
member of a Genetic Group to filter your matches by those groups. Below I searched for 3 years ago 
Ireland. 
Followers 
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Rp Ireland (Mayo, Galway, Rescommoen and Stigo) 


ireland 


lreland (Mayo, Galway, Roscommon and 
SHgo) 


UK and Ireland 


Eastern Ireland and England 


If you then scroll down you'll see these specific Irish county Genetic Groups you can 


compare with. 


Ireland =2 


lreland (Cavan and Leitrim 


Ireland (Clare) and Northern Ireland 


Ireland (Clare, Tipperary and Limerick) 


lreland (Cork) and England #1 


Ireland (Cork) and England #2 = 


I'm finding the Genetic Group matches are generally matches from the very specific areas my 
family came from if the groups are narrow in scope. Below you can see some of the Genetic 
Groups are broad and some are narrow. Using the narrow groups does narrow down strong 
matches from the specific areas our ancestors came from. 


All Genetic Groups ~v 


“Austria (Burgenland) and Hungary (Vas) 
Ireland (Mayo, Galway Roscommon and Sligo) 


Southern Austria (Steiermark, Carinthia and Styria} 


Eastern and Central Europe, mostly Poland 
C Germany, Ukraine. Lithuania, Belarus and Russia 


My Kapple/Kurta family lived in the Austro-Hungarian border area as you see in the above 


Genetic Group Austria (Burgenland) and Hungary (Vas) group we belong to at MyHeritage. 


Below you can see when | filter matches by this Genetic Group an Austrian match shows up 
in the match list next to someone currently living in Hungary. You see the Austrian and 


Hungarian flags representing the matches ethnicity. This demonstrates that these matches 


are living in a very specific location associated with my family. 
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The Ireland (Mayo, Galway, Roscommon and Sligo Genetic Group filter brings up 505 
matches. If | filter by Irish ethnicity | get 4,489 matches. Filtering by people from Ireland 
brings up 250 matches and is also a wonderful filter. 


The 505 Genetic group matches can be sorted by largest segment etc. | mainly look at the 
high to medium confidence matches. | only look at low confidence matches who share a 
specific surname or place. 


You can apply more than one filter. Applying the filter that shows matches from Ireland along 
with Genetic Group matches whittles down the 505 Genetic Group matches to 81. Practically 
all these matches are from the specific area my family is from in Eastern Galway and 
Southern County Mayo. 


I'm using the segment data from the matches I'm finding, who share the same specific places 
and surnames associated with my family, to build a chromosome map for myself , and 
relatives who tested. 
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If there was a similar Genetic Group filter at 23andMe it would also help me to collect 
segments and build out my segment map. A filter like this at AncestryDNA wouldn't help me 
build my segment map, they don't provide segment data, but it would help to narrow down 
matches. 


MyHeritage DNA has all of the best features, great filters, trees, and segment data. It would 
be nice if every company had the same great features. 


Thursday, February 3, 2022 


A Case Study in Irish House & Land Records 


A couple weeks ago | discovered an old photo posted at Ancestry.com of a house | looked at 
on my visit in 2019. This house is on the land of Patrick Mullen who was born about 1797, 
and died in May 1887 in Pollaturick, Milltown, Co. Galway, Ireland. This Patrick Mullen is my 
3rd great-grandfather. 


When | visited the family townland of Pollaturick in 2019 | spoke with a couple neighbors who 
agreed that Michael Mullen, one of Patrick's sons, lived in the house that was in the photo | 
found at Ancestry. The house is still there but is now empty. | wondered if that was a house 
built by his father, Patrick, because for many years there was only one house on the land in 
that general area, according to ordnance maps. 


| remembered | had overlaid a recent map showing the current house over an 1839 ordnance 
map. The map shows a house behind the current house. This made me wonder if the house 
sitting on the property was the same house but the 1839 map is incorrect? 


This also brought up something | didn't consider. My ancestor Patrick Mullen Jr. married in 
1880 and continued to live on the family land while his father and sister Bridget, and brother 
Michael, were living on the property.. Did they live in the same house? In Jan 1887 Michael 
Mullen married. Did he build the house still standing on the property around that year or did 
he take over his father Patrick's house after his death in May of that year? 


There currently are two houses on the Patrick Mullen Sr. property. A concrete house on the 
property was thought by neighbors to belong to descendants of Patrick Mullen Jr., my 2nd 
great-grandfather. When it was built is unknown, but this fact seemed to suggest the Patrick 
and Michael Mullen brothers lived in different houses, and these houses referred to above 
were the two houses. 


| decided to do more research on the plot originally owned by Patrick Mullen Sr. because of 
the questions that now occurred to me. 


Goals of research 


¢ Who built the two houses now on the property? 

e When were they built? 

e Who lived in each of the houses through the years 

e How was the land divided between Michael and Patrick after their father died? 
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Records used to answer these questions 


¢ Griffith's Valuation 

e OSI Maps (Ordnance Survey Ireland) 

e Revision a.k.a Canceled books 

¢ Deeds from the Dublin Registry of Deeds (accessed at FamilySearch.org online) 
e Land folios 

e 1901 and 1911 Censuses Ireland 


The houses in question 
The house below appears to be constructed of stone? The question is when was it built, and 


who built it? Michael Mullen and his descendants lived in the house, but the question is did 
his father build it or did he? 


This house is concrete. Probably built by someone in the Patrick Mullen and Mary Huane 
line, but when and by whom is unknown. 


Pollaturick townland map 
Map of the Pollaturick townland with the valuation lot numbers. 
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Research in records begins 

| consulted Griffith's valuation again to confirm the map number and number of acres in order 
to verify | was looking at the correct property on the ordnance maps, and that this was the 
same property later owned by his sons. The valuation was created for tax collection 
purposes. The list | looked at was created in the 1850s. It's not the original handwritten list 
but instead a printed version that was created for the appeals process. After the valuation 
was complete people, and organizations, could come forward with a dispute or correction to 
the valuations. 


A great YouTube video explaining how to research land records using Griffith's Valuation 
records is 
Creating Connections Webinar Playback August 2020 Griffith Valuations. 


Before the valuation could be made maps of properties to be valued for tax purposes had to 
be created. The military conducted the land survey in the 1830s and 1840s. 


The first map showing a house on our Pollaturick lot 1 was produced in 1839. | overlaid the 
map again on a modern map using the GeoHive National Townland and Historical Map 
Viewer. The drawing of the house is fairly far from the current house on the property. 


| decided to test the theory that the house currently on the property is the same house as the 
one captured in 1839, even though the overlaid images don't match exactly. | overlaid the old 
and new images at known ancient building sites, like Glendalough. | discovered that the 
overlays could be off sometimes substantially. They were generally a little closer than the 
image is above, though.. 


The house still standing appears to be newer than 1839, however. | believe it may have had 
a concrete roof with thatching over it? 
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| couldn't determine, however, this absolutely isn't a modernized version of the older house. 


| noticed some more maps were at the GeoHive map viewer | hadn't seen before. The 1893 
ordnance survey map showed some new buildings. Two buildings now appear behind the 
house still on the property. The larger of the two facing in the same direction could have been 
a house with outbuildings attached? 


Does the possible house outbuilding combo line up with the house location in 1839? 


Below is an overlay of the 1839 ordnance map with the 1893 map. The buildings appear to 
be side by side. The north walls of these buildings appear to line up . Since the newer 
building appears to touch the old house this building could include the 1839 house? 


There is another ordnance map from 1913 which is basically the same as the one above. It 
does seem to include a building, said to be an old house, it may be what looks like an 
extension on the possible house combination out building on the 1913 map. It seems to be 
south and to the left of the larger building. The 1913 map seems to sometimes attach out 
buildings that weren't attached. Just because close buildings appear attached in 1913 
doesn't mean they were. 
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Below is a photo of the building that may have been a house. It may have been in ruins in 
1893 and was left off that survey. It's facing in the wrong direction to be the 1830s house. 
The way this building was constructed makes it look quite old. 


The cart house that is currently in ruins is also left off the 1893 map, but is included in the 
1913 map. It may have been built after 1913 or just not included? 


One thing jumped out at me when examining the maps is the fact the second house on the 
property isn't on either the 1893 or 1913 maps? It's a prefabricated concrete house so | 
figured it wasn't as old as the other house. In the image below you don't see a drawing of the 
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crosshatched building when you overlay images (the crosshatches mean the building had a 
roof). There are buildings showing up on a neighbors property. These kinds of houses were 
built in the late 19th and into the 20th century. If the Patrick and Michael Mullen families lived 
in separate houses before 1913 the concrete house wasn't one of them. 


We know now that none of the families lived in this house before 1913. The unidentified large 
building on the property most likely was part of the second house that would have been on 
the property earlier. 


What do the Censuses tell us? 

According to the 1901 and 1911 Censuses for Ireland both of the Patrick Mullen Sr.'s sons, 
Patrick and Michael, were living in the townland of Pollaturick. | compared the buildings in 
Pollaturick on the maps with the census information. | don't see a property that isn't 
associated with a family on the census. The revision books don't show either brother as head 
of household on another landholding. 


In 1901 the brothers Michael and Patrick are described as living in a house with 3 front 
windows with 3 rooms, and 2 out buildings. The older house still standing on the property has 
3 windows in the front. The newer concrete house only has 2. 


In 1911 the brothers were still living in houses by the same description but they both state 
they have 5 out buildings now. Even if there are two houses on the property at the time | 
believe the brothers shared some of the farm buildings. 


According to the 1911 Census both brothers had the following farm buildings: a cow house, 
piggery, a fowl house, and barn. Two building descriptions are different however. If the list is 
correct Patrick has a cart house, and Michael had a stable. 


The 1911 Census also states the men are living in separate houses. Does this mean they 
were? Probably but | can't confirm that. It does point to one of the other buildings on the 
ordinance survey being a house. 
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Deeds 


In 1901 Patrick and Michael received deeds to their father's land. The 57 acres mentioned in 
the valuation was now split between the two brothers. Their father died in 1887 and likely had 
a lease for the property which they remained on after his death. As long as they paid the rent, 
which was usually due May 1st and November ‘st, they were allowed to remain on the land. 


When land reforms allowed them to own this property they applied to do so and received title. 
The deeds say nothing about buildings on the property. 
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Revision/Canceled books 
The revision books were an extension of the valuation books. Updates were needed to 
Griffith's Valuation in order to record new owners of properties, and to update taxes due. 


These books are the most complete surviving record of the heads of households in the 19th 
and early 20th centuries. 


Oddly when Patrick Mullen Sr. died in 1887 there is no sign of his name being crossed out or 
other names added? The brothers had title to the property in 1901. It appears it wasn't until 
about 1910 that his name was crossed out and the property is shown as split. 
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I'm not sure if the Patrick Mullen listed in the books after 1887 was supposed to be him, or 
was it his son? Patrick Jr. was older than Michael and may have inherited the lease? Or no 
one reported the change of the head of household? 
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There is no sign of a change in the value due to a 2nd house being built on the property until 
the land was split. Apparently there were two houses but that was never noted. 


What we can infer from the revision lists is the land was split up and not shared. | think the 
buildings were shared but not the land. If you look at the column with the description of the 
land lots, 1a was split into 1 Aa B Patrick's land, and 1 Ca D Michael's land. The capital 
letters represent the land being carved into those sections. Capital letters represent land lot 
sections. The lowercase letter represents the building on the property, the house. There 
should have been a notation for a 1a and 1b if there were two houses on the property. The 
land and property were surveyed in 1893 when the 2nd house would have been there. Not 
sure why this possible second house doesn't appear in the valuation books? 
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The brothers could have chosen to share all of section one in common and not broken the 
land up. If that were the case the entry would show two lower case letters bracketed. Here is 
an example, below. Lot 14 is shared by Catherine Greany and Bridget Lyons. They share 24 
acres. They live in separate houses, a and b. Each of their houses has a slightly different 
value. 
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Sometimes you'll see a first name in parentheses. These names were added when two men 
in a townland had the same names. They wanted to differentiate between men with the same 
names. The problem in my family is there were two Michaels in Pollaturick, uncle and 
nephew, and both of their father's were named Patrick. The nickname Pat may have been 
used by Patrick Jr. to differentiate him from his father in records. 
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| haven't found a record stating whether Patrick Mullen Sr. informally divided the land 
between his sons or the division happened another way after his death? 


Division of the land 

The wife of a cousin who had visited Pollaturick knew mutual cousins on the Huane side of 
the family who still lived in that townland. She contacted this family for me and asked about 
my Mullen family; that was back in 2006. This person said a cousin of mine still owned the 
family land there. | was under the impression this was a cousin descended from my great- 
great grandparents Patrick Mullen and Mary Huane. | didn't Know until now that she was 
actually a granddaughter of Patrick Mullen and Mary Huane. She is still alive and turned 100 
years old last June. Someone told me when | visited that someone connected with the land 
was in a nursing home, which is correct. She is in a nursing home. 


The cousin in Pollaturick said that this granddaughter of Patrick and Mary was the last Mullen 
owning land in Pollaturick. Technically that is true, her maiden name was Mullen, but 
descendants of Michael Mullen still own part of his property. 


| was able to make contact for the first time with a 3rd cousin once removed who is 
descended from Michael on Facebook after posting a query last week. They explained the 
family still own the older house on the property. 


| purchased a book called "Tracing Your Irish Ancestors Through Land Records: A Guide for 
Family Historians", by Chris Paton. | found a link in the book to a site, 
https://www.landdirect.ie/, where you can purchase land folios. The folios contain a 
description of the property and the name of the owner or owners. The site has a map which 
you use to locate the property in order to find the correct folio. By clicking on the section of 
the property with the newer concrete house on it | was able to get the folio number for the 
property. The folio cost 5 euros to buy. The owner according to the folio is the granddaughter 
of Patrick Mullen and Mary Huane. 


Clicking on a link called highlight all plans | was able to see how the Mullen land was divided. 


Oddly the sections aren't adjoining. I'm guessing the land wasn't equally good throughout the 
property, and they tried to divide the good and bad sections fairly. 
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These are the sections that belonged to Patrick Mullen Jr: 


The sections below were Michael's. His family, apparently, only now owns the property the 
house sits on which is why there is a gap where the house sits, | believe. Correct me if I'm 
wrong? Otherwise the sections fit together like puzzle pieces. 


The land in other townlands that Michael and Patrick owned are listed in the folio for the 
granddaughter of Patrick Mullen. This is because this folio contains information from the old 
folio from 1901. The official notes state the description information came from folio GY1812 
which was the folio number recorded on Patrick Mullen's 1901 deed. 


Land Registry 
County Galway Folio 31158 
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Takeaways from this research project 

My Facebook newly found cousin provided some information about the house her family 
owns. She said it didn't have electricity until the 1970s. She confirmed what | thought, the 
window on the side of the house was for a loft room. When I visited the Bunratty Castle and 
Folk Park | noticed some of the houses had loft rooms. | was thinking at the time what a 
clever way to add rooms to a small space. 
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Did | reach any of my goals? 

| did discover how the Mullen land was divided between brothers Patrick and Michael. | 
learned the newer house on the property was built after 1913 and is currently owned by 
Patrick Mullen Jr. and Mary Huane's granddaughter. The older house was built before 1893, 
most likely, and is currently owned by the descendants of Michael Mullen through his 
daughter Mary Walsh's line. 


| haven't been able to find out exactly who built the houses on the Mullen property. | am 
leaning towards thinking there were two houses near one another, one belonging to Michael 
Mullen and the other to his brother Patrick Mullen. The Patrick Mullen house is no longer 
there. | don't know where their father lived in his final days? His daughter Bridget was present 
at his death in 1887. Were my great-great grandparents living in a house of their own or did 
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they live with Patrick Sr.? Still don't know? | did discover buildings | didn't know were there by 
looking at the ordnance maps. 


If I'm ever able to return to Ireland | will visit the Registry of Deeds in Dublin where there 
might be additional information about the property and houses. 


Tuesday, January 25, 2022 


2021 In Review/ Goals for 2022 


2021 was another year of dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic. There was a silver lining for 
genealogists who avoided becoming sick. | personally found time at home allowed me more 
time to do research online. The Ancestry Library edition continued to be available free at 
home, which allowed me to access the full site and save money. | generally just subscribe to 
trees. Most of what I've found at Ancestry was attached to trees. Photos and documents 
attached to trees have been the most useful for me. My areas of research aren't well 
represented at Ancestry. 


On January 1st of 2022 free access to the Library addition of Ancestry ended. | think I've 
found everything available in those databases at this time and don't need a full subscription. 
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° Ancestry Library Edition 
Onsite only, Easy to use with an enormous collection 
of international resources, Ancestry Library Edition 


delivers the world’s most popular genealogy website 
to users, It is available at all Carlsbad City Library 


locations. Remote access ended Dec. 30, 2021 


FamilySearch is actually where | find most of the original documents online for my family. 
This past year was no exception. 


Top finds at FamilySearch in 2021 were: 


| discovered Pullman, Chicago employee cards. | found out these cards were available by 
searching through the FamilySearch catalog. They aren't indexed so you have to search the 
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digitized microfilms. I've found cards for my great-grandparents and grandparents. 


| noticed most Virginia records are now online and viewable at home. | spent many hours and 
days researching these records. | didn't realize there was a will for a Francis Ray who might 
be the progenitor of my Wray family in Franklin County, Virginia. I've been able to make a 
better timeline for the Wray/Morris family based on the court and land records I've found in 


these digitized microfilms. 


; ( 


a a Lada 


Based on this research at FamilySearch | discovered the family lived in Lunenburg County, 
Virginia in the late 1740s and early 1750s. | ordered copies of tax lists from the Library of 
Virginia based on this. | noticed a book transcription of the lists wasn't accurate. The original 
lists provided important information not included in the book. 
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Reviewing old photos 
| have spent some time this year looking at Kapple family photos trying to figure out the 


location they were taken at. | used Google street view for that. | had thought the family house 
in the photo below had been torn down. 


Going street by street in the area of Chicago my family lived in | found the houses in these 
photos (below). Across the street I found the house in the photo above still standing. So it 
wasn't torn down after all. 
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DNA Cousin 


A paternal aunt had a first cousin match. | contacted the match and they said they never 
heard of my family? Ancestry Library Edition came in handy researching this match. | found 
birth, death, and marriage records at Ancestry that helped me determine this match was the 
illegitimate son of one of my great-uncles. 


Goals for 2022 


| need to attach records and photos I've collected to trees. I'm way behind on that. 
| will be continuing my Wray family research. I've already ordered more tax 
records. 

Another important goal is trying to locate more family photos. 

| would like to locate more land records for my Irish ancestors and photos. 

I'm hoping to find full Pullman files this year also, not just cards. 


Still tackling my Campbell family brickwall 


2021 Exploring California 

Since it is difficult to travel at this time I'm spending time exploring my home state of 
California. Even though | was born in California in 1963 | still haven't seen all of it. As | 
explore | remember my family members and the photos of their California travels. 
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| 


| visited Yosemite in June of last year and Kings Canyon National Park in October 


| visited Knott's Berry Farm around Christmas 2020. I've spent a great deal of time visiting 
there since my parents first took me in a stroller back in the 1960s. I've been to birthday 
parties, the Halloween Hunt at Knott's, and have spent many summer days there. My Aunt 
Rosie was a dancer in the saloon, which | thought about as | sat in the saloon watching the 
Christmas show. 
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Aunt Rosie on Saloon bar 


Wednesday, January 5, 2022 
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Examining Wray Family Circumstantial 
Evidence Part 4: Comparing a Tithe List 
book to the Original List/ Is there 
unimportant information? 


The importance of looking at the Original Lists 


Yesterday | received copies of the original tithe lists for Lunenburg County, Virginia from the 
Library of Virginia. | ordered them to make sure the format of the lists were the same in the 
book "Sunlight on the Southside" and the original lists. | was only interested in two lists my 
ancestor was named on. He disappears from the lists in 1750, which is the year he likely 
relocated to a place up near the James River. Joseph continues to be named on the lists until 
the county of Bedford is formed from Lunenburg County. 


The individual original lists take up about 2 pages on 11x17 paper. Each list covers a specific 
geographical area of the county. My ancestor only appeared on the lists in 1748 and 1749. 


The lists | was interested in were for the area called "mouth of the falling water upwards", 
which covered the Maggoty Creek area of today's Franklin County, Virginia. 


After reviewing the two original lists | ordered | noticed immediately that the originals aren't 
formatted exactly like the book "Sunlight on the Southside". 
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First of all the original 1748 tithe list has Moses Wray, or Ray, on the top line and because of 
lack of space to list more than two on a line Joseph Ray is below them. 


The 1748 list in "Sunlight on the Southside" lists the men differently which created confusion. 
Moses Ray is listed first with Benjamin and Joseph listed next, and their names are indented. 
If your ancestor isn't listed with others then this isn't a problem. The fact our Rays were 
recorded as a family and they formatted the names differently than the original records led us 
to believe the first name listed was the head of the household and likely the father of the 
other two. 


In 1749 again the list was formatted differently. This time only Joseph and Moses appear on 
the lists. | believe Benjamin probably aged out of paying tithes? Below we see Joseph and 
Moses listed on the same line. 


In the book "Sunlight on the Southside" the formatting has Joseph above Moses, instead of 
on the same line like the original. Again creating confusion regarding how the men are 
related? Also we see the last name is spelled differently than in the book. It's spelled Raa in 
the original and Rea in the book. 
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The book "The Genesis of the Virginia Frontier: The Origins of Franklin County, Virginia, 
1740-1785, by T. Keister Greer copied their information from "Sunlight on the Southside" 
which led them to draw the wrong conclusion about the possible relationship of the men. The 
snippet below does state that it is confusing regarding the order of the men on the tax lists, 
but the author assumes there is a problem with the tithe lists. Actually there is just a problem 
with the list copy in the book. 


What do the lists tell us? 

The most important thing the tithe lists tell us is that Benjamin, Moses, and Joseph all lived in 
the same household, in 1748 and 1749, because they are listed and numbered as a single 
family unit. Either they were brothers or Benjamin was their father and Moses and Joseph 
were brothers? | do believe Benjamin was the father of Moses and Joseph, and possibly of 
Benjamin. We know from the traveler who visited Benjamin in the 1750's he was an older 
man. He doesn't appear on tithe lists in the 1750s, even though we know he lived in that 
county then, likely because he aged off lists. My ancestor Moses Wray had a son named 
Benjamin, who | believe he named after Moses' father. 


| also noticed the surname Anderson on these lists. | previously thought my ancestor 
Anderson Wray's first name was of Scottish origin. This may not be the case since there are 
some researchers who say they have traced a maternal line back to an Anderson family. So 
the name Anderson may actually come from a surname? 


The lists also tell wnat general area the family lived in at the time these tithes were taken 
because each tithe taker was assigned to a specific area. There is a map showing the area 
each tithe taker covered. 


Unimportant Information? 

The more | work on my family history the more | understand any piece of information on a 
document could turnout to be important. Even a piece of information on a document that may 
not seem to be helpful on first examination may later turn out to be useful. We know that he 
format of transcribed information is important. 


Reading through the introduction to the "Sunlight on the Southside" book the paragraph 


below states the names of slaves were omitted from the book because they were 
unimportant. 
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In making up the abstracts from the original lists, care has been taken 
to preserve all information that would be valuable from a genealogical 
standpoint; and at the same time the effort has been to eliminate all 
unimportant material, which, while it might have an interest and a value of 
a kind, was not deemed sufficiently important to justify reproduction. Thus 
the names of slaves have been omitted from all lists. 


| am seeing the names of slaves on these original lists (see images below). There are only 
first names, but even first names are important from a genealogical standpoint. Former 
slaves often took the surname of their masters, for instance, which could help their 
descendants trace their families using these records. Even for descendants of slave owners 
this information could help in identifying an ancestor through the names of their slaves. 


Since all information on a document can be relevant it is important to get a copy of the 
original document, if it still exists, and not rely on a transcribed copy. 

How do we confirm the relationships of the Ray or Wray men? 

| think the only hope for establishing the exact relationship of these men would be if 
something like a family bible surfaces or a court document? Church records for the mid 18th 
century were likely destroyed during the Civil War. Something that might surface at this point 
would probably be from a Wray descendant who migrated out of the area. 
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Friday, December 31, 2021 


Examining Wray Family Circumstantial 
Evidence Part 3 : Information from the book 
"The Genesis of the Virginia Frontier" 


Search This 
Blog 
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Richard Randolph 
| believe our Wray family bought land from his estate? This was mentioned in the book. 


Arlene Eakle's 
Tennessee Blog 
The DAR, The 
WPA, and your 
Genealogy 
During my recent reexamination of the Wray family history | forgot the family was mentioned 3 years ago 


in a Franklin County, Virginia history book called "The Genesis of the Virginia Frontier: The 

Origins of Franklin County, Virginia, 1740-1785, by T. Keister Greer (you can borrow the book 

from archive.org). In my previous blog posts | lay out the numerous county changes as Followers 
southwestern Virginia is settled. The book, referred to above, begins with the earliest county 

formations and ends with the actual formation of Franklin County, Virginia. 


We have the Wray family traced back to the 1740s when they lived in the area that would 
later become Franklin and Bedford Counties, Virginia. In order to trace the family farther back 
we need to know the relationship of 3 Wray, Ray, or Rea men who were listed on the 
Lunenburg County, Virginia tithe lists for the late 1740s and early 1750s. As | explained in my 
previous blog posts their names were Benjamin Ray, Joseph Ray, and Moses Ray. 
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My own theory is that Benjamin Ray was likely the father because according to a visitor to Followers (113) 
the Ray cabin on Maggoty Creek, in what is now Franklin County, Benjamin Ray and his wife 
were older people, and maybe even elderly in the early 1750s? Moses and Joseph were not 
that old because they had young children in the 1750s and 1760s. 


Looking at the sketch of the family found in "The Genesis of the Virginia Frontier” it is odd 
that on different tax lists Joseph and Moses were listed as if they were heads of the 
household? The passage below lays that out. 


| wrote to Virginia to try to get copies of the original tithe lists. Since we are in the holidays | 
don't expect to get the copies for a week or two. 


Pm 2023 (15) 
Rethinking the tithable lists problem | surmise that since Benjamin isn't on the lists in the m 2022 (21) 
1750s he aged out of paying tithes. Since he was described as old by visitors in the 1750s a (17) 
that would make sense. Also if he aged out of paying the tithes in the 1740s the Benjamin 
Ray on the tithe lists in that decade might be a son. So it's possible Joseph, Moses, and > 0 (18) 
Benjamin Jr. were brothers and their father was Benjamin Sr.? A younger Benjamin does > 2019 (16) 
show up in court records in the 1760s, he was too young to be my ancestor Benjamin son of 
Moses. ae) 
> 2 (31) 
Digging through the records | have access to from California, basically those on the internet, > (24) 
I've only found the older Benjamin mentioned by the visitor, and he is possibly on one tithe 
list. 5 (30) 
be 1 (53) 
As the author of the book said, the Ray family of Maggotty Creek constitutes a real problem > 2013 (59) 
as far as establishing the relationship of the men. Hopefully we can work this out eventually? 
b> 2 (76) 
Another interesting fact brought up m 2011 (94) 
Joseph Ray or Wray was a vestryman which would mean he belonged to the Church of 
England. This might suggest the family was English, not Scottish or Scots-lrish as some About Me 
thought? That might be the case, but the official church of Virginia in Colonial days was the 
Church of England. In order to hold an office like sheriff he may have had to belong to the Exe 
\ 
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official church, and may have converted? We do know there was a Francis Ray of eastern a al | 
Virginia who left a will and had sons named Joseph and Benjamin, which would be a good View my complete 
match as the book relates below.. Francis' son Joseph was certainly not the same man, but profile 


it's interesting both families used the names Benjamin and Joseph. 


Feedjit 


| loved visiting England and would love to find ancestors from there but it is very difficult to 
trace colonial Americans back to England. 


| will post copies of the original Lunenburg tithe lists when | get them. 


Tuesday, November 16, 2021 


Examining Wray Family Circumstantial 
Evidence Part 2/ Taking the Wray family 
farther back 


I've been able to document my Wray family back to Moses Wray of Franklin County, Virginia. 
He left a will mentioning my ancestor Benjamin Wray as his son. Moses was likely born in the 
1720's, where isn't known. He died in 1802 in Franklin County, Virginia. There was another 
Moses Wray about the same age as my Moses who lived in Amherst County, Virginia. The 
two Moses Wrays are often confused with each other. 


Tracing the family farther back requires looking at county changes. In order to do this | used 
an interactive county map at Rootsweb to follow the county changes. The Wray family lived in 
the Maggotty Creek area of today's Franklin County as early as the 1740's. This was the 
frontier of Western Virginia. The fact they lived on the frontier meant they lived very far away 
from their county courthouse and seldom appear in the county records until new counties are 
carved out from the old large counties that stretched west over 100 miles. 


In the early to mid 1740's, when the Franklin County, VA, area was first settled, it was a part 
of Brunswick County. The courthouse was about 129 miles away, over 40 hours walking. 
They may have been able to travel by river for part of the distance cutting down on the travel 
time? 
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When Lunenburg was formed from part of Brunswick County the county courthouse moved a 
little bit closer to Maggotty Creek. It was still over 100 miles away at about 103 miles away. 
We don't see the family mentioned in these records. 


When Bedford County was formed in 1754 the county courthouse was much closer but still 
miles away. Even so we begin to find the Maggotty Creek Wrays in the county records. The 
New London courthouse was still about 57 miles away. 


A Benjamin Wray is listed in court orders as working on a road in Brunswick County in 1733. 
Since my ancestor was also named Benjamin there could be a relationship. My ancestor 
Benjamin was born in 1756 so this wasn't him. 
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In 1746 Lunenburg County, Virginia was carved out of Brunswick County, Virginia and the 
Maggotty Creek area was now in this county. We know the Wrays were in this county by 
1748 because they appear on tithe lists for that county beginning then. In that year Moses, 
Benjamin, and Joseph Wray (they appeared on the Lunenburg lists under Rae or Ree) first 
appear on the lists in 1748 (beginning in 1738 settlers of the area that became Lunenburg 
County were exempted from paying tithes for 10 years). 


The ages of the men Moses, Benjamin, and Joseph on the tax lists are unknown? We do 
know they would have all been over 16 years of age, based on the fact you had to be over 16 
years old to be included on the tithable lists. We also don't know how these men are related 
to each other? We can only use circumstantial evidence found in records to surmise their 
ages and draw a tentative conclusion regarding their relationships based on that. 


We don't know for sure if they were living on Maggotty Creek in 1748? We do know they 
were living in that general area according to the area covered by the person in charge of 
taking the tithables. Below you see a map of the areas covered by the men taking the 
tithables. John Phelps was in charge of taking the titables near Maggotty creek and Joseph, 
Moses, and Benjamin appear on his list in 1748. 
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Map from usgwarchives website 
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From Lunenburg County Court orders book 1749 


We do know Benjamin Wray was living on Maggotty Creek in the early 1750's because he is 
mentioned by someone traveling in the area, along with his wife, as having a cabin on 
Maggotty Creek. In 1753 Moravian travelers stopped at the cabin of Benjamin Wray and his 
wife. They were described as elderly, but | doubt if they were 90 and 100 years old as 
recorded in one of the men's diaries. I'm sure living on the frontier aged people resulting in 
them looking older than they were. 
“Now. ¢. We had an almost untrodden road, and had to 

cut a number of trees out of the way. Our wagon stuck 

fast in a mud-hole, and it took two hours to getitout, The 

tackle did us good service. One mile beyond we found water, 

then had four miles of good road to a creek, where we 


stopped for noon. In the afternoon we crossed Maggedi 
Creek,’ near which lives Benjamin Reh, an old man of 


'Maggotty Creek, « branch of Blackwater River. 
bah 


DIARY OF THE MORAVIANS 


about 90 years, and his wife who is nearly a hundred 
Both are quite bright and active, gave us milk two drink, 
and were very friendly. Near this house is a deep muddy 
place, then we climbed a steep hill to the Warrik Road, 
which leads in a western direction and is fairly good. At 
two miles we crossed a small creck, and three miles beyond 
set up our tent by a large creek, Here we had to guard 
our horses carefully for we had heard that there were people 
about who would lead them off. We cooked dumplings this 
evening and they tasted good, and after prayers we lay 
ourtelves peacefully to rest. 


Mereness, Newton. Mereness's Travels. United States: Applewood Books, 2007. 


Based on records of Bedford County, after it was created from Lunenburg County, and the 
Moravian Diary Benjamin Wray was likely the oldest of the 3 men listed on the tithable lists. 
He disappears from the records in the 1750's, he likely died during that decade but Joseph 
and Moses continue to appear in records until their deaths. They both are younger men with 
young children in the mid 18th century according to their participation in the community and 
their wills. 


There was a younger Benjamin who appeared in Bedford County records in the 1760's. He 
was married at that time so he wasn't my Benjamin born 1756. His wife's name was Mary 
and he may have been another brother of Moses Wray. 


Bcc tees ere 


Benjamin Wray and wife Mary 1768 Bedford County, VA court orders 


The evidence suggests the older Benjamin was likely the father of Joseph, Moses, and 
possibly Benjamin. In order to take the Wray family back another generation | need to find a 
possible father for Benjamin. There was a Benjamin Wray doing road work in Brunswick 
County in 1733 before the Maggotty Creek area was settled and the bulk of the population of 
the southside of Virginia was farther east. | wasn't able to find out anymore about this 
Benjamin Wray in the Brunswick records. Brunswick had been carved out of Prince George 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2022-01-05T 14:37:00-08:00&max-results=80&start=31 &by-date=false 6/28 


1/18/24, 12:10 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


County, Virginia. Checking those earlier records | found a will for a Francis Rea or Ray who 
had sons named Benjamin and Joseph. 


Francis Rea or Ray died in 1718 in Prince George County, Virginia. Children listed in his will 
were Mary Wiggans, Jane Cooper, Benjamin Rea, Jone Nicholson, Joseph Rea, and Francis 
Rea. 


Francis Wray Will Prince George County, VA 


Below is a chart showing county formation as the area southwest of the James River began 
to be settled. 
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From "Origins of the Virginia Southside, 1703-1753 : a social and economic study" by Mike Lee 
Nicholls 


The Benjamin Wray of Brunswick county disappeared from the area after he 1730's. His 
brothers Francis and Joseph remain in that area. The area of Brunswick they lived in 
apparently is the area that became Lunenburg County. According to local records Francis 
Wray lived near the Meherrin River in Lunenburg;this area remained in Lunenburg after the 
county was carved up. Francis and Joseph are often mentioned in Lunenburg records. 
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A Joseph Ray absconded from the area near the courthouse in Lunenburg, before 1752, 
according to court records.. | wonder if he ended up in the area near Maggotty Creek? He did 
seem to return to the area farther east shortly after absconding to report the theft of his 
doubloon. He was likely the son of Francis Ray and mentioned in his will. 
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Joseph had a Doubloon stolen at one point. Since the area where Joseph Ray of Maggotty 
Creek was so far from the courthouse | don't believe the reference to Joseph in the 


Lunenburg court records relate to him. I'm fairly positive they relate to Joseph living near the 
courthouse. 


Actually there is no way of knowing how many Wray men were in Bedford County at the 
same time because in the 1750's, when that county was created, many of the tithe lists have 
been lost. There was a Joseph Ray described as living on Maggotty creek, so was there 
another one living in the area too? This entry in court orders regards Joseph being added to 
the tithe list. It could be that he was just asking to be added to the list for that particular 
place? 


The Joseph Ray who served as sheriff of Bedford County appears to be around the same 
age as Moses Wray and is likely his brother. He was also a Vestryman for Russell Parish 


Church of England. Moses and Joseph appear together as witnesses of a deed in Bedford 
County in 1761. 
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Moses doesn't name any children after his likely brother or he did and the son died before his 
will was created? It is odd but Moses' wife Elizabeth Morris had a brother named Joseph so 
you would expect a Joseph based on that fact alone because she used sibling names to 
name her children. 


We really need to prove Benjamin was the father of the younger men on Maggotty Creek on 
the tithable lists. 


My ancestor Benjamin Wray apparently was Moses Wray's 2nd son. Although some believe 
he was his first son? It would make sense that Moses would have named one of his first sons 
after his father. 


Was the Benjamin Ray son of Francis Wray old enough to be the father of Moses and 
Joseph Wray? We can surmise Moses Wray's age because he was exempted from having to 
pay levies in 1787. His age isn't given but he was likely over 60. We can surmise he was 
likely born before 1727. 
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| believe Benjamin Wray, son of Francis, is mentioned in court records in 1717 for Prince 
George County. He is married to a Sarah who was accused of theft. Benjamin must have 
been at least in his 20's by that year. His wife Sarah is a witness of Francis her father-in-law's 
will. She witnessed it in January 1712, so if she was Benjamin's wife this couple was married 


by then. 
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Virginia Genealogical Society Quarterly 
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| would surmise Benjamin Wray, son of Francis, was born about 1790? 


His brother Joseph apparently wasn't of age when his father died in 1718. The settlement 
record of his father Francis' estate stated money was paid for "keeping Joseph Ray for two 
years". He must have been born in the mid to late 1790's. 


Benjamin Wray could have been in his 30's when Moses and Joseph were born? 


A gift deed mentioned in court orders could prove Benjamin was the father of the other men. 
There was a Ray gift deed to Ray in 1759 mentioned in Bedford county court orders. This 


could be a deed of Benjamin Wray to a son or sons? | have not been able to find the actual 
deed. 
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As | said Moses Wray had a son named Benjamin. Joseph Wray (husband of Martha) didn't 
have any sons named Benjamin however. His 1766 will lists sons Andrew and John. His 
daughters were Mary and Priscilla. The children seem to have been young at the time of 
Joseph's death. Joseph was supposed to have been an overseer on a road just before his 
death and he was replaced according to court orders for Bedford County, so my guess is he 
wasn't an elderly man and could have been born in the 1720's. 


Age wise | would say it's definitely possible that Benjamin Wray, son of Francis, was Moses 
and Joseph Wray's father. The older Benjamin also would be about the right age to have 
been the son of Francis Ray and his wife Mary. 


The conclusions in this post are all based on circumstantial evidence. More research is 
needed to prove or disprove these suppositions. 


Tuesday, November 9, 2021 


Examining Wray Family Circumstantial 
Evidence Part 1: Is Elizabeth Morris mother 
of all the Wray Children? 


Was Elizabeth Morris the mother of all of Moses Wray's children? 


Elizabeth Morris, wife of Moses Wray, was the daughter of Daniel Morris and Tabitha 
(possibly Anderson). She may have been born in the 1730's. Her father was a resident of 
Augusta County, Virginia in the 1750s (now Botetourt County, Virginia) and he also had land 
in Bedford County, Virginia. The children of Moses Wray were born between the mid to early 
1750s into the 1770s. 


The best evidence to answer the question, as to whether Elizabeth was mother of all the 
Wray children, would be a marriage record for this couple. | have not been able to locate a 
marriage record. In areas and time periods when marriage records weren't kept or they were 
lost it's always been a challenge determining whether all of the children mentioned by a 
father in his will belong to one wife. Women sometimes died young and many died from 
childbirth. 


Looking at some previous research for this couple there is speculation that Elizabeth Wray 
may have been a 2nd wife. This speculation seems to arise from the fact Elizabeth wasn't 
referred to as Elizabeth Wray or Ray in her father Daniel Morris’ will. None of the children 
were listed with a last name and likely that has no significance. Also we don't know when the 
will was written. The date recorded was 1767 but was added in 1951, and was said to come 
from the original will. 


Below is the will of Daniel Morris. He didn't state the year when he made out this will. 
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Below is the note added by the clerk in 1951 said to be from the original will. 


Daniel Morris' wife Tabitha died in 1778 and has a will recorded which names her daughter 
as Betsy Ray so we know for certain that she is married to Moses Wray by this date. (of 
course Betsy is a nickname for Elizabeth). 
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Some people have speculated that Elizabeth Morris married Moses Wray some time after the 
1767 date on Daniel's will? 


Another reason why there is speculation about whether Elizabeth was mother of all the 
children is the fact that Moses named 17 children in his will. Is it likely one woman could have 
given birth to this many children? If she were a very young woman when she first married it is 
possible, rare, but possible. A woman can give birth up until menopause although the 
likelihood diminishes with age. My mother was 43 when | was born and here | am. 


Multiple births did occur in the past like they do today. Just because a woman had 17 
children doesn't mean she gave birth 17 times. A neighbor of mine had 8 children and all of 
them were twins. 


Elizabeth provided some clues as to when she married Moses by naming some of her 
children after her parents and siblings. Since there are no birth records available for that time 
and place establishing the ages of the children named after her family members would have 
to come from marriage records and when the males appeared on tax lists. 


Daniel Wray, Moses and Elizabeth's son, would likely have been named after Elizabeth's 
father. He first appears on Bedford tax lists 1782. He was over 16 that year. 
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The categories at the top of the tax list indicate that the 2nd to the last row gave the number 
of white males over 16 on this 1782 tax list. 
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Daniel doesn't appear on tax lists again until the area the family lived became a part of 
Franklin County, Virginia. In 1786 he was over 21 so he must have been born in 1765 or 
1764. 
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Elizabeth Morris also had a brother named Ezekiel. She named a son Ezekiel also. Her son 
Ezekiel was first listed in tax lists as over 21 in 1787. He was likely born about 1766. 


It definitely is possible that Elizabeth Morris married Moses Wray just before Daniel's birth in 
1764 or 1765? But it's also possible the family waited before they named a child Daniel after 
Elizabeth's father or there was a Daniel born earlier who died? 


The eldest daughter of Elizabeth and Moses has been speculated to be Mary. She was 
married to John Wright but exactly when is not known? According to several trees posted 
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online at Ancestry.com she was born between 1753 and 1756. Three of the children said to 
belong to John Wright and Mary Wray are Tabitha Wright, Ezekiel Wright, and Elizabeth 
Wright. The use of these names would suggest Elizabeth Morris likely was Mary's mother 
and Tabitha her grandmother. Since | can't confirm when John and Mary were married | have 
not been able to document the trees I've found. According to Tabitha's tombstone she was 
born in 1771. If | could confirm she is a daughter of Mary | could surmise when Mary was 
born? 


Were Daniel Morris and Tabitha old enough to be grandparents of the Wray children born in 
the mid to early 1750s? Daniel Wray definitely does sound like he would be old enough 
because he aged out of taxation back in 1753. According to court orders he is exempted from 
being taxed due to his great age and infirmity. 


Since women were seldom recorded in colonial records in Virginia it's impossible to 
determine the age of Elizabeth Morris. Looking at the possible ages of her brothers her 
eldest brother Ezekiel could have been born in the 1730s? If his sister was also born in that 
decade she definitely would have been old enough to have been the mother of the eldest 
Wray children. 


This is important to me because my ancestor Benjamin Wray was born in 1756 and | would 
like to confirm Elizabeth Morris was his mother, as has been assumed. 


My ancestor Benjamin Wray's, born about 1756, son of Moses Wray and maybe Elizabeth 
Morris, full name is often recorded in online trees as Benjamin "Oat" Wray. Actually | believe 
my Benjamin is being confused with a descendant named Benjamin Oat Wray. It was very 
uncommon for someone to have a middle name in the mid 18th century. 


A descendant of Benjamin Wray named Benjamin Oat Wray was born in 1855 in Franklin 
County, Virginia. 
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Benjamin Wray's brother James, who likely was a year or two older, had some connection to 
an Otey family. The name Otey was used by his family for generations as a first name or 
middle name. It could be a wife of James Wray was an Otey? If it comes down through the 
Wray family is it related to Benjamin's descendants using the name Oat as a middle name. 
Could James and Benjamin's mother have been an Otey instead of Elizabeth Morris? 
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There was an Otey family living in Franklin County, Virginia but they didn't show up in local 
records until after the birth of both James and Benjamin Wray. So I'm tending to think there is 
another relationship with these families that occurred much later. 


James Wray, likely being the eldest male also gave me pause for thought. Where didn't the 
name James come from? It didn't come from Elizabeth Morris' family, apparently. Thinking 
about it, it is possible James was named after the river he was probably born by. The James 
River could have been the inspiration for the name? 


So is Elizabeth Morris my Benjamin Wray's mother? Benjamin never names his mother in 
any documents I've seen. In his Revolutionary War pension file Benjamin states he was born 
in James River, Virginia. | always felt like he must have been born in eastern Virginia 
because | had never been to that part of Virginia didn't know the river ran through todays 
Bedford and Botetourt counties. The Wray family lived on Maggotty Creek in today's Franklin 
County, Virginia. This area was previously in Bedford County. The county seat of Bedford 
County wasn't far from the James River which formed a boundary between Bedford and 
Albemarle, now Amherst County. 


Elizabeth Morris' father owned land on the James River in what was Augusta County, Virginia 
and now is Botetourt County. This suggests that Elizabeth Morris could be the mother of my 
Benjamin Wray. 


Daniel Morris had his land surveyed on the James River in 1753 which was before the birth 


of my ancestor Benjamin Wray. We know the location of the land because it is on the James 
River at Catawba Creek. 
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Moses Wray appears on tax lists for the Maggotty Creek area in 1749 with Joseph "Rae" or 
Wray and then disappears from the lists. He disappears from the lists in the 1750's and 
doesn't appear in local records again until about 1760. | believe he was living on the James 
River, possibly near Daniel Morris. There was a gap in the mountains in what is today 
Franklin County which would lead up to the James River in today's Botetourt County which at 
the time was Augusta County. The James River would have been a good waterway to 
transport crops farther east to places like Richmond. The Wray and Morris family were 
pioneers in western Virginia. The markets for their crops would have been farther east. 


The arrow shows where Benj 
Wray's grandfather Daniel Morns 
owned land and where | think Ben) 
wos born in 1757 


There ts a gap in the mountains called 
Maggot Gap (see arrow) which 
appears to lead to the place on the 
James River where 

Benjamin's grandfather Daniel owned 
land end most likely where Benjamin 
was born 


Benjamin Wray’s father Moses had 
land on Maggotty Creek where the 
arrow tS poimiing 


A likely brother of Moses Wray named Joseph owned some land near Daniel Morris in 
Bedford County. The Morris family had land on Elk Creek and Joseph Wray purchased land 
on Elk Creek in 1756. The question is did Moses Wray meet and marry Elizabeth Morris after 
Joseph Wray bought land on Elk Creek or did they meet in the area of James River or in 
Bedford County earlier? Did Elizabeth give birth to Benjamin on the James River land her 
family owned? 


Another thing | discovered during my years of genealogy research is names like Mary, Sarah, 
and Elizabeth were very common. One of my ancestors lost his first wife Mary and then 
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married another woman named Mary. So it's not impossible for a man to marry more than 
once with a wife who has the same first name adding more confusion to the situation. 


It's definitely a guess that Elizabeth Morris is the mother of all of the Wray children. It has not 


been proven without a doubt. If anyone has any additional information please leave a 
comment below. 


Location: SR7V98FF+HF 


Friday, October 8, 2021 


Researching in Virginia Court Order Books 


yHoagaes 


I've been paging through Virginia court order books now that they are searchable from 
anywhere online at FamilySearch.org. These books can be found by searching by county. 
Researching in these books often requires keeping up with boundary changes when new 
counties were formed. | found this interactive map showing boundary changes very helpful at 
Rootsweb. 


(You need to be signed in to unlock these books at FamilySearch). 


I've found both lists of jurors and roadwork lists of men to be good census substitutes. This is 
especially helpful before 1782 in Virginia when the most complete tax lists are available. 


Certain kinds of cases seemed to be handled all at the same time and are listed together. | 
found a string of adultery cases listed together and a bunch of cases against people hiding 
tithes handled on the same day. 
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Some of the indexes to court orders aren't complete, and sometimes names were badly 
misspelled so it's a good idea to page through the books to find everything. It's also a good 
idea to read through the books to get to know the names of neighbors and learn more about 
the history of the area. | discovered a many times great-uncle had travelled to Williamsburg 
(the colonial capital or Virginia) which was a long distance from Bedford County, Virginia. 
When | visited Williamsburg | wondered if any ancestors had been there. My ancestor Moses 
Wray served as a constable, in Bedford County, Virginia, and | would never have known that 
without the order books. 


There are transcriptions of court order books for some counties but like the indexes they are 
often incomplete. The order books cover thousands of pages and the transcriptions are 
generally only hundreds of pages. One such book is "An Old Virginia Court: Being a 
Transcript of the Records of the First Court of Franklin County, Virginia, 1786-1789, with 
Biographies of the Justices and Stories of Famous Cases" by Wingfield. 


Examples of Order Book entries: 
Roadwork entry : 


Jury duty: 
Jury duty lists are useful in determining if ancestors were in an area at a particular time. 


Imported into country from Great Britain or Ireland: 

| found this to be very interesting. Some men came to court regarding exercising importation 
rights to land they were entitled for immigrating to the colonies. | found a possible ancestor 
named Henry Morris who was imported from Great Britain. 
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Deed Proven in Court: 
| found a gift deed mentioned in court orders that doesn't appear in the deed books. Some 
deeds proven in court apparently are not in the deed books. 


Vie B39 37 


Military: 
I've found a number of Revolutionary War related entries. 


Wives of soldiers were sometimes mentioned and given rations to live on. Below the wife of a 
prisoner of war received assistance. 
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Lists of people who supported the military with food supplies and other necessities can be 
found in the order books. 


Miles Traveled to Courthouse: 
This can be useful for separating people who have the same names. 


Taxation: 
Some people were brought to court for hiding tithables. 


Someone might be mentioned in court orders if they were added to the tax lists such as 
Joseph Ray below. 
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When someone was exempted from paying taxes because of age or another reason that fact 
would sometimes be recorded in court orders .My ancestor Moses Ray, or Wray, was 
exempted due to age. This gives us a hint regarding his age. 


Church Entries: 


Looking at these entries | discovered my family lived in the Russell Church of England Parish 


in Bedford County, Virginia. If a vestry book could be located | might find more family 
information. 


Vestry men and churchwardens belonged to the Church of England. These men often appear 
in court order books. 
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Not attending church could lead to a person being punished during the colonial period before 
a relaxing of laws against non conformists. 


__Bigitattend church - Windows Photo Viewer 
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Wolves heads: 
A bounty was paid for killing wolves. 
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Whippings: 
A"negro" man was whipped for burning the whipping post down. 
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Orphans: 
Churchwardens would bind out orphans. 
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African Americans: 
Slave children were often brought to court to determine their age. 
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Children orphaned if their parents were free would be bound out by churchwardens just like 
white children. 
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A free person could have their status questioned and show up in court orders. Below Thomas 
Coleman is in court defending his free status. His freedom was confirmed by the court. 


Women in Court Orders 
Women's names can be found in court orders. They sometimes appeared in court as 
witnesses, or mentioned in estate cases, or giving up their dower rights. 


Women often came to court when their husbands died in order to settle his estate. 


Living in Adultery; 


Oaths to King: 
Anyone holding an office in Colonial America had to swear the Oath of Allegiance and 
Supremacy to the King. They would take the oath in court. 
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Brands: 
Brands were sometimes recorded in court orders. 
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Poorhouse lists: 
Sometimes poor house lists were included. The one below gives the occupations of the 
inmates and any handicaps they had that prevented them from working. 
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Famous names may be found: 
Thomas Jefferson's uncle Field turned up several times in a book | was searching. 
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Thomas Jefferson's plantation Poplar Forest was located in Bedford County, Virginia. | found 
a couple of references to Thomas Jefferson paging through the order books for that county. 
One entry regarded one of Jefferson's slaves breaking into a still house. Another entry was 
for a road he wanted worked on leading to the Blackwater river. 


Jaane cals 


Just a few examples of what might be found in court orders. You never know what might be 
found in these books until you page through them. 
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Wednesday, September 8, 2021 


ThruLines Wrong connection/ Comparing 
FamilyTreeDNA's New Painter to 23andMe's 


| was surprised when | checked a cousin's ThruLines matches to find a child attributed to an 


ancestor | didn't recognize? I've done a great deal of research on this line and didn't Search This 
recognize this child at all. This cousin shares 4 matches descended from this Elias Owen or Blog 

Owens. Our shared ancestor John Owens and wife Susannah's family is well documented 

with estate records and a lawsuit against the estate by adult children of this couple. There is 

no Elias in those records. Checking the trees attached to the matches | noticed a couple of 

matches added our John and Susannah to their trees. The other two people had no parents My Blog List 


for Elias on their trees. They shared the same line up to Elias which meant they were thought 


to share all the same ancestors beyond Elias. 
Geneabloggers 
Blogiversary 
Spotlight: Empty 
Zz John OWENS Branches on the 
Family Tree 
— 2 days ago 


ial J T Ow 4 0. OWENS 
iss Owen Owens” ohn T Queens arnees a Cn) eres epee ee 
iy 


alee a i | : Arlene Eakle's 
Tennessee Blog 
The DAR, The 
WPA, and your 


Genealo 
This did make me wonder momentarily if | was researching the right Owens family? Looking 3 years es 


at where Elias lived he doesn't appear to be related to our Owens family, and definitely isn't a 

son of John Owens. So why does my cousin have 4 matches through Elias Owen? Checking 

shared matches | noticed a couple of these matches also matched my cousin's maternal first Followers 
cousin. It's likely that these matches are through his maternal line. This cousin is related to 

me through a paternal line. 


S* Relationships ‘= List 


We could prove which side the match was on if my cousin's parents tested. Unfortunately 
they are deceased. | share quite a bit of DNA with this first cousin but do not match Elias. 
That's where having segment information would be helpful. If | shared a segment in the same 
place with my cousin as the descendants of Elias that would prove the match was from his 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2021-10-08T23:24:00-07:00&max-results=80&start=35&by-date=false 1/31 


1/18/24, 12:09 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


maternal line. | will ask his matches if they would be willing to compare segments at Followers (113) Next 
GEDmatch or another site? Generally the answer is no, but it doesn't hurt to try. Bk 


E:} 2 

- 3 SS &. Vx 

. — — 
= Hie 
— 
DNA segments | share with my ‘rst cousin P| Ey ea 


Follow 


The children of ancestors on family trees at Thrulines are generally correct just scanning 
through them (surprising considering how bad many of the trees are) . | haven't verified 
relationships if they look correct. If | used Thrulines as additional proof for a relationship | 


Favorite Links 


would definitely check the trees for documentation, or try to document the trees myself. | Buena BNNey 
would also make sure | wasn't related to any of these matches more than one time (that's Learn Genetic 
where segment data also comes in handy). Genealogy 


Comparing DNA Ethnicity Painters : 
aii Blog Archive 


Vv 2024 (1) 
Vv January (1) 


FamilyTreeDNA now has an ethnicity painting tool. | decided to compare their tool with the 
one at 23andMe. 


Western Europe Examining 
Middle 
. : Names for 
Below you see a comparison of Western European results from both companies. 23andMe Giise 
phases the DNA painting ethnicity results if a parent also tested, whereas FTDNA doesn''t. It's 
difficult to compare the Western European results without phasing with a parent's results so 
each of the lines on each chromosome correctly represent one parent. Without parents the m 2023 (15) 
phase has to be guessed and generally isn't very accurate. Pm 2022 (21) 
= m 2021 (17) 
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— . aa —-= 
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FTDNA completely missed my Eastern European so that is probably why | seem to have ell 
more Western European compared to 23andMe. View my complete 
profile 


Here you see my Eastern European at 23andMe, which would be correct since | have Austro- 
Hungarian heritage. | do match people with Eastern European roots at 23andMe and me on 


these Eastern European chromosomes, which are incorrectly labeled at FTDNA but correct Feedjit 
at 23andMe. 
Annette Kapple 100% ——— 


Just Europe 
Comparing FTDNA with 23andMe on a continental level | expected the results to be more 
identical. Results on the continental level are generally very close. 
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/ 


Southern European 


There are some major differences between FTDNA and 23andMe when it comes to Southern 
Europe. FTDNA gives me many more small segments ,whereas 23andMe gives me fewer 
segments but longer ones. Since one of my grandmother's was Hispanic | would say the 
longer segments are definitely correct since longer segments represent more recent 
ancestry. . 
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Native American 
Comparing the Native American segments both FTDNA and 23andMe are pretty much 
identical. Native American must be very easy to identify. 
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West African 


FTDNA found an African segment on chromosome 3 which looks to be in the same place on 
chromosome 3 as 23andMe. Both companies found African on chromosome 12 and 21 in the 
same place. 23andMe found two more African segments on chromosome 1 and 3. 
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West African FTDNA left, 23andMe right 


Annette Kepple 100% 


— - > — 


23andMe is definitely more accurate on a sub continental level than FTDNA for me. They 
accurately predicted my Eastern European ancestry, whereas FTDNA missed it completely. 
Seeing the ethnicity segments helps me understand how my ethnicity results were arrived at. 
They can also be used when comparing the segments of matches to get an idea of the ethnic 
origin of shared ancestors. 


AncestryDNA is advertising the fact they are coming out with more accurate results this 
month. What this means we'll have to wait and see? 


ancestry Home Trees Search DNA Help Extras 


Coming soon 
AncestryDNA? results will be updated with even more precision this September. 


Sunday, August 22, 2021 


Living DNA's Terrible Update/ A Good Irish 
Match/A little DNA Fun 
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Annette Kapple, your results update is here! 


We are exoted to tel you that your Living ONA profie Sma is due tor a free 
ipdate which is now accessiiie m your portal. An update means that the ancestry 


regions and percentages thal you see in your portal have become more precise 


Og in now 


On July 23rd 2021 | received an email from Living DNA which stated more precise ethnicity 
results were now available. | initiated the update and the results were updated a short time 
after that. The results weren't more precise. I'm definitely not 88.8% French. One great-great 
grandfather was French Canadian, which would make me 6.25% French, and that's all the 
French | have going back a few hundred years. 


| have no clue where the Pashtun results fit in either? I've never received a result like that 
from any other company? | haven't traced my family back to that part or the world either. 


The previous ethnicity results were far more accurate and reflect my heritage as | know it. | 
praised these results in the past. 


One of my grandparents was Nicaraguan, another was born in Austria, a 3rd grandparent 
was a mix of Irish, French Canadian, and British Isles, and a 4th grandparent was a mix of 
British Isles and German. With a mixed European ancestry like that you would expect to see 
a long list of predicted ethnicities, like the previous results below. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2021-10-08T23:24:00-07:00&max-results=80&start=35&by-date=false 6/31 


1/18/24, 12:09 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


a pe ih 1 We 6 Me 
. 
arara 
8 Gea i a 2 er 
ae 
ree 
wes! cutee 
ro 
o gland 
ngila 
| ” ) 47% 
We 
fe 
@ Pashtw 4 YY, 


It would be nice if Living DNA fixed their current ethnicity results. 


Living DNA Interesting match 

Going over our family's DNA matches at Living DNA | did find an interesting DNA match who 
lives in the UK. He shares 41 cM's with my aunt Loretta. | suspect he shares our Irish roots? | 
messaged him but have not heard back from him. Irish matches could be useful since very 
few church records survive in Ireland in the area where my family lived. If we could pool the 
information for our best Irish matches we might be able to extend our tree farther back? 


Loretta  ———- story 


A Little DNA Fun 

At this point I'm not getting as many helpful DNA matches and the interesting ones | have 
aren't responding to my messages. | decided to see what else | could do with my DNA results 
in the meantime. 


| uploaded my raw DNA data to Genomelink for the fun of it. Most of the studies your DNA is 
compared to aren't large studies. The study regarding neuroticism is a good study. If you 
would like to Know your genetic predisposition to neuroticism you can upload your raw data 
to Genomelink. It's free to access these results. 
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| am prone to neuroticism in certain cases. I'm certainly a germaphobe, as was one of my 
grandmother's who would Lysol the entire house when someone was sick (she definitely 
would be panicked about COVID). Our phobias have kept us alive anyway, haha. 


ee 
® Genomelink 
* 


—t~ 


If | had more segment data to work with my DNA research wouldn't be stalled. I'll keep 
working with what | have and hope to break down another brickwall soon? 


Thursday, July 8, 2021 


A Case Study of a Mystery DNA match 


When | was checking DNA matches a while back | noticed a very close match. This was a 
good match for me and a great match for an Aunt. He is predicted to be either a great- 
grandfather or great-grandson, great-uncle or great-nephew, or 1st cousin of my Aunt L. First 
cousin seemed to be the most likely since the other relationships seemed impossible since 
my Aunt was born in 1937 and the match was born in 1934. A grandson of this match also 
tested at the same company. A son tested at another company and a granddaughter of the 
match tested at a 3rd company. 


The chromosome browser below illustrates how much DNA my Aunt shares with this match 
we will call Mark Smith. They share 13.0% (924.8 cM) of DNA. 
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I’m predicted to be a 2nd cousin or 1st cousin once removed to Mark Smith. | share 3.7% 
(261.1 cM) of DNA. 


| was able to narrow down this match as descending from a particular set of great- 
grandparents Frank Kappel and Mary Kurta of Chicago, Illinois. These great-grandparents 
had 11 children and | had no idea which of the daughters might be the mother of Mark 
Smith? | believed it would have been a daughter he descended from because he didn’t share 
my great-grandparents surname. 


| contacted the match so | could attach his results to the correct parent relationship. | was 
surprised when the match messaged me and said he didn’t know how we were related? 
Being an obvious first cousin, how could that be? The match seemed uninterested in delving 
any further into this so | moved on and just figured his mother had a different maiden name 
because of a divorce or something? Also possible his father had a different surname for the 
same reasons. 


A mutual match asked me if | knew how this match was related to our mutual families? | said 
he was definitely a first cousin of my Aunt L. | then decided to see if | could figure out which 
of my great-grandparents' children our match Mark Smith might be the son of? 


My assumption was there was a surname change involving his parents for some reason. | 
quickly found out | was wrong about that. Mark Smith’s mother was 19 and father listed on 
the birth certificate was 21 when Mark was born. We'll call his parents John Smith and Jane 
Jones. They married a month after Mark Smith was born. The surname on Mark’s birth 
certificate is Smith even though the couple wasn’t married at the time of his birth. 
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Tools Review and Attach Record 
Lliinots, Cook County, Birth Certificates, 1871-1949 
Name Mark Smuth 
&) No image available 

Sex e 
Birth Date 31934 

lecoret Collection: 
Birthplace Chicago, Cook. Minos, United Record Collectian 

[liieis, Cook Courity, Birth Certificate 1871-194¢ 
Birthplace (Origmmal): Chicago Iinal 
tare whi Document Information: 
Father in 


Similar Mistorical Records 


cago Tilimots 


Illinois, Cook County Marriages, 
Name: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Birth Year (Estimated): 
Spouse's Name: 

Spouse's Sex: 

Spouse's Age: 

Spouse's Birth Year (Estimated): 
Marriage Date: 


Marriage Place: 


Tools 
1871-1968 


John Smith 
Male 


7 
a4 


1913 
Jane Jones 
Female 
19 
1915 
Sep 1934 


Cook, Illinois, United States 


It would be unlikely for such a young couple to adopt a child. The most likely scenario is that 
John Smith isn’t Mark Smith’s father. Jane Jones gave birth to someone else's son in 1934. 
Either she told John Smith Mark was his son or John married her knowing he wasn't his 


father. 


Obviously one of my Great-Uncles is the father of Mark Smith. Jane Jones and my great- 


grandparents lived in the same city. There were two sons of my great-grandparents close to 
Jane’s age. Herman Kappel and William Kappel are the best candidates to be the father of 
Mark Smith. William was killed in Germany in WWII and left only one son. Herman had 
several children. DNA testing of descendants of these men could establish who the father of 
Mark Smith was. 


In 1940 Jane Jones was in a State mental hospital. Her son was not living with John Smith. 
He was living with her Jones family. Her husband was back living with his Smith family. The 
couple divorced. Mark Smith wasn’t mentioned in the obituary of John Smith; the only 
children mentioned were from his second marriage. 
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| have the Kappel family Y DNA haplogroup. If the son of Mark Smith would make his 
haplogroup public at 23andMe we could further confirm our relationship. 


| now feel my previous conclusion that this match was a first cousin of my aunt has been 
strengthened by this research and documentation. | can now tentatively assign these 
matches through this family as descending through one of the sons of Frank Kappel and 
Mary Kurta. 


Monday, June 28, 2021 


Pullman Employee Cards 


Pullman Private Car 


Pullman Employee Records 


| found the Pullman employee cards, bottom of post, for my family at Familysearch.org. The 
digitized collection is called "Employee records, ca. 1900-1949" (be sure to sign-in to your 
free account to see the unlocked records at FamilySearch). 


The full employee files are not online and are held by the South Suburban Genealogical & 
Historical Society, South Holland, Illinois. This collection at the historical society is called the 
"Pullman Car Works Collection", and can only be searched by society staff members. You 
can request a search of these records at their website. 


Types of information on the cards include nationality, race, and date of birth. The cards also 
give you an idea of when the person worked at Pullman. It's interesting to see how the 
employees were contracted to work on certain projects as recorded by dates hired and dates 
dropped. Employment wasn't guaranteed because of that. They could be laid off if there were 
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no orders for them to work on. Since my great-grandfather began working for Pullman in 
1910, and built up seniority, he worked steadily for them until his death in 1937. 


Since Frank Kappel worked for the company for so long | found more information recorded 
about him on these cards. For instance | didn't know Frank worked for the Standard Steel 
Car Company in Hammond, Indiana before working for Pullman. | also discovered he lived in 
a Pullman building when he started working for them. He lived in Pullman Block F. After his 
large family joined him he would have had to find a house to rent. 


Additional information for Frank Kappel appeared on a service form card when he first began 
working at Pullman. These forms were older than the employee index cards; they date from 
about 1900 to 1914. The forms include such information as sex, age, country of birth (may 
include countries of birth of parents, but not in my case), years in US, Naturalization 
information, marital status, number of dependents, last employer, and whether any relatives 
work for the company. There was also a section with information furnished to the Immigration 
Commission regarding their occupation before coming to the US, information about family, 
and language skills of immigrants. 
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Frank's last name is recorded as Keppel, likely because he entered the country under that 
name. 


My grandfather Rudolph Kapple (another surname spelling change) worked on and off for 
Pullman. He didn't have the seniority his father did and was laid off during the depression. He 
along with my grandmother Dorothy Mason-Kapple worked for Pullman during WWII when 
there was a labor shortage and workers laid off during the Great Depression were rehired. 


Family employee cards 
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Employee card for my great-grandfather Frank Kappel who began working for Pullman in 
1910. 
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My great-uncle Stephen Kappel's employment card. 
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My paternal grandfather Rudolph Kapple's employment card. During WWII Pullman also 
made other war related products such as aircraft. My grandfather worked in the aircraft 
division during WWII. 
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My great-uncle Joseph Kappel's employment card 
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My paternal grandmother Dorothy Mason-Kapple's employee card 
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My great-great uncle Herman Kurta's employee card. 
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| requested a search for additional information from the historical society. | haven't received 
anything yet, and may not receive anything for a long time due to the COVID shutdown. 


Saturday, May 8, 2021 


Photos of mothers and children in honor of Mother's Day. 


Photos of my paternal grandmother Dorothy Winifred Mason-Kapple, daughter of Fred 
Mason and Helen Mullen, with her with her children 


My Robert John Kapple and his sisters in 1930's Chicago 
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My father looks like a handful in the photo below. My grandmother said he took one of my 
aunts somewhere in a wagon, when she was a baby, to see a turtle near the train tracks a 
block from their Chicago home. Apparently she left my aunt alone for a little bit and when she 
returned my aunt was missing. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2021-10-08T23:24:00-07:00&max-results=80&start=35&by-date=false 18/31 


1/18/24, 12:09 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


Photos of my maternal grandmother Graciela Lucresia Del Castillo-Forgey, daughter of 
Nicasio Del Castillo and Elena Garcia with her children. 


In this photo are my grandmother's 5 children and her twins Charles and Cecil Forgey. 
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1930's. 


Another Play date below 1930's style 
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Below is a picture of me with my own mother Edna Fay Forgey-Kapple 
| was so fat here it too my mother and two cousins to hold me up. 


| will close this trip down memory lane with a favorite photo that was shared with me by a 
distant Austrian cousin; it's of my great-grandmother Mary Kurta-Kappel and two of her 11 
children in the early 1900's. 
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Wishing all mothers a Very Happy Mother's Day! 


Tuesday, May 4, 2021 


Looking for a Mystery House/ And 
identifying the location of other photos 


My father, Robert John Kapple, often talked about a house he lived in that was once a 
Catholic Church rectory. It was moved away from the church to another lot away from the 
church long before they bought the house. It was moved using a team of horses. My father 
was born in 1933 in Chicago. My father died in 1990 when | was in my 20's. Unfortunately | 
didn't ask him where he lived when his family was living around the south Chicago Pullman 
area before coming to California. After hearing so much about how nice the house was and 
its history | was curious and wanted to see a photo of it. Once Google street view became 
available | knew if | had a street address | could find it on street view. 


When | began my genealogy research on my father's family in the late 1990's | discovered 
my father's parents were living in a two story house which was actually two apartments one 
upstairs and the other downstairs. My father's parents lived downstairs with their children and 
my father's paternal grandparents Frank Kappel and Mary Kurta lived upstairs. | knew this 
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wasn't the house he referred to as the former rectory. | had an address of this house from my 


father's birth certificate, however, and was able to get a photo from the Cook County 
Assessor's website. 


Property Search Results 


Property Index Nember 25-22-116-006-0000 
Address $1321 S Forest Aye 
cry Clacago 


a) COOK COUNTY ASSESSOR'S OFFICE 


At some point the family moved into the rectory house but | didn't know when? 


When the 1940 US Census became available | found a new address for my father's family. 
The new address was 12038 Normal Avenue. When | checked Google street view | was 
disappointed to find that the address was now a vacant lot. It didn't seem like a big enough 
lot for the large house my father described as the former rectory? 


A few years ago a 1rst cousin and an uncle shared some old family photos with me and one 
of them was of the house below. | thought that the house in this photo could be the house my 
father talked about? It definitely wouldn't have fit on the empty lot in the street view above. | 
couldn't reconcile the images. 
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Looking at the other old family photos | noticed the Kapple children in photos with houses in 
the background. | wondered if they were taken on Normal avenue? 
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When | the checked street view these houses were not on the same street. | decided to 
check Google street view to see if | could locate houses that looked like these. | began 
checking around the church and school the family attended. | immediately found similar 
houses not far from the church on 118th Street (I had noticed my family often chose to live 
near a Catholic church because the Kapple children attended parochial school). 


| noticed there was a hint to the location of one of the photos because there was an old two 
story brick apartment building on a corner in the distance. There was what appeared to be a 
building with a large pitched roof next to this building. 
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Looking at Google street view | felt | had a match for this location. Unfortunately the church 
steeple was just out of the range of the photo above. 


720W1iShSt © : 


| then found another family photo showing the same buildings in the distance. Unfortunately 
the steeple of the church was obscured by a tree. 
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| then looked at the houses around the location where the photos were taken. | found one 
that looked promising for the rectory house my father talked about. When | saw the brick 
house on a corner across from the houses in the photos | remembered my father said the 
house was on a corner lot. 


Looking at the house from another direction | noticed it could have appeared in another old 
family photo. 


It appears to be the same house in this family photo below. The backstairs are now enclosed 
however. 
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| certainly felt like | found the correct house but did |? | needed to find something connecting 
my family with that address. | knew | couldn't use the 1940 Census to confirm the address 
because that was the Normal avenue previous house. Apparently after WWII started and my 
grandparents had steady work they were able to buy a larger home for their family of 7. Also 
this would allow my great-grandmother Mary Mullen-Mason to have her own space and live 
with the family because it looks like this house was divided into apartments like the Forest 
Avenue house. 


| couldn't find any city directories online for Chicago for the time after the 1940 Census. | did 
manage to find phonebooks for Chicago online. | had to search through a number of years 
before | found my grandmother listed in the phonebook in 1946. Before that year the family 
probably didn't have a phone. Apparently my grandparents had already separated by then 
and my grandmother lived in the house with her children and her mother. 


| was happy to see the address in the phonebook confirmed that | had found the right house. 
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At first | wasn't sure the photo of the house | had was the same house as the brick house on 
118th street? The house in street view looked smaller. Examining it more closely it's the 
same house. It's nice to have a positive identification of the photo and an exact address. 
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| was able to get more details about the house at the Cook County Assessors website. The 
house is 122 years old and 2,394 sq ft. 


Property Details a 
: DESCRIPTION Two to s& apartments, ower 62 years 
¥) . 
] ee < RESIDENCE TYPE Two Story 
ust Muéti Fannily 


EXTERIOR CONSTRUCTION Masonry 


FULL BATHS 2 
HALE BATHS 

BASEMENT’ Full and Unfinished 
attic Full and Unfinished 
CENTRAL AIR No 


MUMBER OF FIREPLACES 


GARAGE sizerryPe? cat detached 


Act 


, 

122 
BUILDING SQUARE FOOTAGE 2.394 
ASSESSMENT PHASE Assessor Valuation 


| was also able to find the location of this family school photo using Google street view. 


a AGAHA i Lee 
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St. Catherine of Genoa was actually the closest parochial school to the house at 737 118th 
St. It was a short walk from the house. 
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| was able to identify the location of some photos taken on Normal avenue based on Google 
street view comparisons. One of these photos looks like it was taken in the back of the 

Normal house, and the other on the side. My aunt Margaret and uncle Tommy are in one of 
these photos with their grandmother Helen Mullen-Mason. All of the Kapple 7 children are in 


the other. 


This photo of my aunt Margaret was taken inside the house on Normal Avenue. The house 
across the street has been remodeled but it's most likely the house seen outside the window. 
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| checked the Newspapers.com website for the family addresses. | only found a couple 
classified ads for the sale of the house in the 1950's. | couldn't find any ad for the sale of the 
property by my grandparents. In 1940 they said they owned the house. If | knew exactly 
when both houses sold | might be able to find an ad? 
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That was a fun journey around the Pullman area of South Chicago. | probably could have 
gotten more help in locating the properties from my aunts but where is the sport in that? 
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Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Tuesday, April 13, 2021 


How Accurate is DNA Phasing? 


I've been going over the ethnicity result phasing at 23andMe again. My ethnicity results were 
phased with my mother's because we both tested at 23andMe. These results are also 
phased even if a parent hasn't tested. Phasing without a parent is done using haplotypes to 
attempt to separate each chromosome into two parts, one representing each parent. 
Ancestry also phases results but not for ethnicity. Ancestry phases for the matching process. 
They use the same haplotype process, however, but don't use parents at all. 


Haplotypes are picked out using computer programs that look for strings of matching alleles 
in your raw data results. These strings are learned through looking at genomes of those who 
have tested previously. This is 23andMe's explanation, "The technical term for determining 
which alleles reside on the same chromosome together is phasing. DNA data like our raw 
data is called unphased." 


Looking at our families 23andMe phased ethnicity results it becomes apparent right away 
that results phased with at least one parent are much more accurate. Half of the genome can 
be correctly matched with one parent and anything left over can be attributed to the other 
parent. 


The breakdown of my ethnicity estimates by parent, below, is correct (they do reflect my 
documentation and family knowledge. My father's ancestry is about 100% European, 
whereas my mother had a European father and a mixed heritage Nicaraguan mother). If a 
parent tests with 23andMe and you connect with them you can get a chart like the one 
below. 
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My ethnicity results vastly improved after they were phased with my mother. | think all of the Burgenland Bunch 
companies should use phasing. leanGencic  —_— 
Genealogy 


A 23andMe explanation of how testing at least one parent can change your results: 
"Connecting with a parent may also increase the resolution of your assignments. That 


Blog Archive 
translates into better Ancestry Composition results, in the sense that you might see more 8 
assignment to the fine-resolution ancestries: for example, more Scandinavian and less Vv 2024 (1) 
Broadly Northern European." Vv January (1) 
Examining 
Here is an example of how my own results improved. The Chromosome Painting map at Middle 
23andMe showed some Native American on the X chromosome | received from my father, ‘ag for 
which is orange in the illustration below. This was before my mother tested and connected ve 
with me. 
Pm 2023 (15) 
————— a resi) 
ee — 
i eee m 2021 (17) 
x BE EEE a oo es 
m 2020 (18) 
Annette Kappie's Ancestry Composition results were updated on June 20,2015. =F 2019 (16) 
me 2018 (22) 
; Pm 2017 (31) 
Below is the 23andMe X chromosome after my mother tested. The color scheme for Native 
American has changed and is yellow. The X chromosome | received from my father is now P 2016 (24) 
completely British and Irish, which would be correct based on what | know from his X m 2015 (30) 
maternal tree. The Native American disappeared. The X chromosome | received from my 
; Pm 2014 (53) 
mother now appears to be nearly completely Native American, which would make sense 
because more Spanish men originally settled my maternal grandmother's place of origin Pm 2013 (59) 
Nicaragua than women. The chromosomes | received from my mother all moved to the top > 2012 (76) 
line of each chromosome which always happens if you phase with a parent. 
Pm 2011 (94) 
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a cezaleals 
Correct Phasing When Phased with Parent View my complete 
Looking at the Chromosome Painting maps ethnicity results it becomes very apparent that it's profile 
phased correctly 99.9% of the time when a parent tests. 

Feedjit 


Here we see my Eastern European results which are correctly solely attributed to the 
chromosome phased as my father's (the bottom line on each chromosome). 
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Below you can see my shared segments which mostly match a 1st cousin once removed 
(some of the segments are also from 2nd and 3rd cousins merged together). We share 
Austro--Hungarian ancestry on our Kappel/Kapple line. My 1st cousin once removed 
maternal grandparents and my great-grandparents, were both from the same village on the 
Austro-Hungarian border. They were mainly ethnically Germanic and Eastern European. If 
you compare the segments with the ethnicity chart from 23andMe, above, you can see some 
of the segments match up very well (the chart below is from Genome Mate Pro and had 
assigned my father's segment to the top chromosome instead of to the bottom like 
23andme). 
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Here is another view of the 23andMe ethnicity chart showing my French and German 
segments. They are actually all German segments. Again they match up well between the 
Kappel matches and the phased ethnicity results. If you look at chromosome 13 below there 
is an excellent match with the chart above. 


Annee Kapple 400% —__—— —————— 
© Mirthwertern Curopess AM ‘ 
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When | first DNA tested about 10 years ago | had no German or Eastern European 
admixture. None of my results represented my grandfather Rudolph Kapple's Austro- 
Hungarian ancestry; it's very nice to see him represented now. 


Phasing Errors When a Parent hasn't tested 


We begin to see problems with phased results that are statistical only with no parent testing. 
Looking at my cousins' and mother's results who haven't had a parent test you can see 
phasing errors. 


Below is the 23andMe chart showing my mother's phased ethnicity Chromosome Painting 
results. You can see where phasing errors occurred. My mother's father was of British Isles 
and German ancestry with no Native American or Sub Saharan African ancestry. This has 
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been confirmed with both documentation and DNA testing. A paternal first cousin of my 
mother has DNA tested and has zero Native American or Sub Saharan African. Several of my 
mother's paternal 1st cousins once removed have also DNA tested and have zero 
percentages of those admixtures also. There should be no Native American or Sub Saharan 
segments on my mother's father's chromosomes. Mixing of Native American and British Isles 
on the same chromosome such as on chromosome 4, chart below, is definitely wrong. The 
Native American and Sub Saharan are all from my mother's Nicaraguan mother. Nicaraguans 
are descendants of the Spanish, Native American, and African Slaves that settled the 
country. 


Below | circled the chromosomes where phasing errors apparently resulted in Native 
American and African segments to be placed on my mother's father's chromosomes in error. 
My mother's father's chromosomes can be identified by long stretches of Northern European 
or British Isles segments. Often my mother's mother's chromosomes are the ones on top, but 
a few times they have flipped to the bottom one (this has occurred because without a parent 
testing there is no way to tell for certain which side the chromosome represents). Only 5 


chromosomes appear to have phasing errors. 


It appears that some Native American and Sub Saharan African on these chromosomes 
should either move up to the top or down to the bottom of the chromosome. 


Below is chromosome 4. The top chromosome definitely looks like it would have been from 
my Nicaraguan grandmother with a couple of stretches of Spanish DNA. So the yellowish 
Native American should be moved up to the top chromosome, and a chunk of blue broadly 
European and Spanish should move down. 


4 ‘4. WD OO’ lllllLlLlLlUlUlUlC~Cé«sass eee 
SLS¢5 gg EE 


Even at 90% confidence level the bottom half of chromosome 4 has a large British Isles 
segment which definitely represents my mother's father, as you see represented in the blue 
segment below. That chromosome should be all blue with no Native American. 
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| have inherited a segment of Native American DNA in the same region of chromosome 4. 
This confirms that place on the chromosome is Native American and isn't a false positive 
result. 


4 Se iO... 


| don't know what is going on with chromosome 15? A Native American segment overlaps an 
African segment. The top segment has a long stretch of blue which is said to be Spanish. 
The bottom segment has a long stretch of a slightly different shade of blue said to be British 
Isles. | would guess the tip of 15 is mixed African and Native American , and the African 
segment should fit somewhere on the top and is definitely related to my mother's mother. I'm 
not sure what should be on the bottom chromosome once the other segment moves up? 


——— ee 
15 —————————————_-+ 


My own Native American Chromosome Paint chart has the chromosomes accurately phased 
because my results are not statistically phased but are parentally phased. Only two tiny 
segments end up on my paternal side chromosomes. This could represent actual very distant 
Native American ancestry on my father's side? One of his ancestors was an Indian trader in 
Pennsylvania who did have a Native wife although I'm not sure if we are descended from 
her? It's also possible that these tiny Native American segments are false positives? In any 
case the phasing has been at least 98% accurate. My Sub Saharan segments are 100% 
correct and are all on my Mother's chromosome. 


Annatie Kapple 100% Seep ones 


Analyzing my results along with my mother's and cousins' | can see where phasing with a 
parent improves DNA results substantially. As more people test new haplotypes will be found 
which will improve phasing without a parent testing. Otherwise raw data phased for the 
purpose of matching cousins or ethnicity can sometimes be in error and throw off our results. 
| am surprised, however, at how often my mother's chromosomes were correctly phased. 
Only 5 out of the 23 seem to have phasing issues. 


Both my mother and | have DNA that has been placed in the broad categories. It will be 
interesting to see how much better the phasing becomes and how much of the DNA in the 
broad categories is eventually correctly identified as more people test. All of the DNA 
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currently assigned to French and German is actually German according to our DNA matches 
origins. It looks like most of my French DNA is somewhere in the broad European 
categories? It will be interesting to see if some of the now "European" categorized DNA is 
ever named as French? 


AncestryDNA claims their phasing process for matching has only a 1% error rate. I'm 
guessing on an individual level with a mixed genome like mine the error rate would be higher 
than 1%. Parental and statistical phasing for ethnicity really does improve the estimates. | 
wish all of the DNA companies would do that. The Chromosome Painting interactive map is 
an outstanding feature at 23andMe. If you are ethnically mixed, like | am, naming the 
segments according to ethnicity can help when you compare segments of cousins using 
chromosome browsers. Accurate ethnicity estimates can help identify the places of origin you 
share with your DNA matches. GEDmatch has a feature that will allow you to search for 
matches on each chromosome so you can compare matches with your Chromosome Paint 
map at 23andMe. 


| believe phasing for ethnicity is what makes 23andMe's estimates more accurate than the 
other companies, especially if a parent also tests. 


Thursday, April 8, 2021 


Tracing A Black Sheep 


| love Black Sheep ancestors and relatives because they show up in the records more often. 
Before researching my Grandmother Dorothy Mason-Kapple's family | didn't know anything 
about the origins of the paternal side of her family? | began tracing the Mason family from 
scratch a little over 20 years ago. 


| didn't even know what the name of my Grandmother Dorothy's father was? When | located 
a marriage record for her parents | then discovered his first name was Fred. From there | was 
able to locate Census records for his parents' household going back to the 1870's. 


| found two children | couldn't place in his widowed Mother Mary Owens-Mason's household 
in 1900 and 1910. A female name Vera Mason and male named Claude Mason were listed in 
1900 as children of Mary E. Mason. | didn't believe that to be correct because of their ages. 
In 1910 they were listed as Grandchildren which seemed to be more realistic. | couldn't 
identify whose children they were however. | had thought maybe they were illegitimate 
children of a daughter because sometimes families covered up illegitimate children by 
claiming they were the children of their Grandparents. 
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Does Mary Mason match the disse in aves tree? @ 
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It was only last year that | discovered Vera and Claude were half siblings of my Grandmother 
Dorothy. | didn't know my Grandmother's father had been married before. His first wife died 
young. In 1900 Fred lived in his mother's household with his children. By 1910 he had 
married my Great-Grandmother Helen Mullen. His children with his first wife didn't live with 
this second family. 


My Great-Great Uncle Claude Sylvester Mason turned out to be a black sheep often 
recorded in newspapers and legal system records. The only family member he seemed to 
stay in touch with throughout his life was his sister Vera. 


Below is Claude Sylvester Mason's baptismal record from 1898. Oddly his first name Claude 
was not recorded on it? 


Vera continued to live with her grandmother. Claude was listed with his Grandmother in 1910 
but actually lived in the Chicago Parental School, which was a Reform School for truants and 
incorrigible children. 
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One positive thing you can say about this Reform School is it was probably the only 
integrated school in Chicago at the time. The kids farmed around the facility. The school was 
run like a military school with children wearing military uniforms and marching around the 
school grounds. | don't know how long Claude spent in Reform School in Chicago? He spent 
time there at the age of 11 according to the Census. 
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Did Reform School reform Claude Mason? No. | can understand, however, why Claude 
would have strayed from the straight and narrow. His father basically abandoned him. His 
grandmother Mary struggled financially after her husband died. I'm sure she would have had 
a difficult time working and managing young children at the same time. Claude probably 
roamed the notoriously crime ridden streets of some of the poverty stricken South Chicago 
neighborhoods and picked up bad habits. 


He probably learned more bad habits from fellow inmates at the Reform School. As a 
Chicago Superintendent of the time Superintendent MacQueary said truants: "Frequenting 
cheap theaters, associating with bad companions, smoking, drinking, swearing, drifting into 
the habits of indolence--he is on the broad highway to crime." Bringing children with bad 
habits together and removing them from families didn't work when it came to reform either. As 
the Superintendent also said, "They are the children of the street, and as such are a menace 
in their possibilities for evil." Most eventually returned to the school after being paroled. 


A year after Claude was recorded at the Parental School his grandmother Mary Owens- 
Mason died in 1911. I'm not sure who he lived with after that? He was only 12 years old at 
the time of her death. He returned to Mattoon, Illinois, a previous place the family lived, with 
his Aunts Ida and Ada for his Grandmother's funeral. His sister Vera also returned with them, 
but not their father Fred Mason? 
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Claude's next brush with the legal system is when he kited checks as a teenager. According 
to newspaper accounts Claude Mason and accomplice were arrested in Ohio for kiting 
checks on a crime spree from Chicago to Ohio. Claude had a Great-Uncle who spent some 
time at a soldier's home in Ohio. Not sure if he went to Ohio to see him? According to 
newspaper accounts Claude was 19 years old. Actually he was only 17 years old. One article 
stated his father was a paint dealer which was somewhat accurate. Actually Fred Mason was 
a painter. According to Claude the boys couldn't afford to live "the high life" in Chicago and 
that's what prompted the crime spree. He was sentenced to a year in the Ohio State 
Reformatory where he may have picked up the vocation of Electrician. In 1918 when he 
registered for the draft his occupation was Electrician. 
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Youths Admit Check Frauds. 

\ Toledo.—We have kited hundreds 
of dollars’ Worth of checks since we 
left Chicago six weeks ago,” said Wal- 
ter Hollis, 19, who was arrested here 
for attempting to pass a forged check. 
Hollis and Clande Mason, 19, pleaded 
guilty of forgery and were held to the 
grand jury. Hollis says his father ts 
J. Finley Hollis, of the Fidelity-Phoe- 
nix Insurance company, 173 LaSalle 
street, Chicago. Mason said his 
father is Frederick Mason, paint deal- 
er, Cottage Grove avenue, Chicago. 
“We couldn't get money enough in 
Chicago to enjoy the high life that we 
wanted,” Hollis said. “We've been 
somewhat successful,’ 
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After spending a year in the Ohio State Reformatory Claude was in trouble again with the law 
in 1918. Areformatory didn't reform him this time either. He was arrested for robbery at the 
National Tea company where he was working. A letter from his sister Vera was intercepted by 
the Police who were then able to track him down and arrest him. 
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A few years later Claude is in trouble again. This time he and two others robbed a man on" 
Lovers' Lane" in Chicago in October of 1921. They were nicknamed the "Lovers' Lane 
Bandits". 
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After the 1921 arrest Claude did some hard time at the notorious Joliet Prison. He served a 4 
year sentence at Joliet. 


After his release in 1925 | haven't been able to find any evidence of any trouble with the law 
until the 1940's. In 1941 Claude was jailed for 60 days in Chicago. He actually relocated to 
Los Angeles around 1935 where his half siblings Mary, Dorothy, Frank, and Edwin also 
relocated to after WWII. Apparently he got into some trouble on a visit to Chicago in 1941. 


Unfortunately Claude commits another robbery in Los Angeles and does more hard time at 
the notorious San Quentin Prison in California. He got 5 years to life. 


Description of Prisoners Received at the State Prison 
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Claude was scheduled to be paroled in 1948 but was released early in 1945. 


At San Quentin, During___ Mita 19. 4+ 


— 


Teaas #OCTAL 
<t = s<HOOLINS SrATS wars ear jupee Maran wi > hae rT 


Bom! ¢3\ 1° tensd Carl FTL 7-99 A baw | 
Let (Aart fd EO amy gfe yvy a Ey og as 


= ofp in ( S7- 6? Discharged per ac 
trees. — Dum Map SFP 14 1985 
Ditd m Fare oq janrt 
Wittens -5- 2166 $4 Gm. 
bP ¥e 


” f a mes a 


According to a description from the San Quentin records Claude had abdominal scars from 
operations. 
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| was happy to find a mug-shot of him with his San Quentin records at Ancestry.com. 
Although | was saddened to see what a broken man he appeared to be. 


Claude died in 1946, at age 47, soon after his parole from San Quentin. He died in Los 
Angeles County General Hospital which was a public hospital mainly serving the poor. 
Patients were generally housed in overcrowded wards. 
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He died due to Rheumatic Heart disease. He probably had Rheumatic fever as a child. His 
early death and life of crime are results of his difficult life. His mother died when he was a 
baby. His father abandoned him. His grandmother Mary Owens-Mason was his guardian. 
She worked as a washerwoman after the death of her husband Peter Mason and probably 
didn't have much energy to devote to raising Claude and his sister Vera. Living in poverty in a 
crime ridden area of Chicago it would have taken a strong person with family support to resist 
the street gang mentality of South Chicago (street gangs formed around ethnic groups and 
neighborhoods). If Claude Mason's life had turned out better it would have been a miracle. 


Tuesday, March 9, 2021 


Follow up to DNA Case Study/ Can I at least 
Confidently name the segments? 


I've been continuing to research the Campbell family in Greene County, Tennessee based on 
the obituary for Eleanor Campbell. She might have been a niece of my brickwall ancestor 
Sarah "Sally" Campbell born about 1811 likely somewhere in Tennessee according to her 
daughter. I've been searching at Ancestry.com, and researching the digitized deed books and 
probate records at FamilySearch. So far | haven't been able to find anything linking my Sarah 
to Greene County, TN, or Eleanor for that matter. Maybe eventually a bible record may 
surface or there are courthouse records that haven't been digitized? In the meantime | 
wonder if | can at least confidently mark the DNA segments from our Greene County, TN 
matches as coming from Campbell on my Genome Mate Pro segment map? | do have 
segments | can confidently attribute to lines such as my Browning line. 
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In order to have confidence in which ancestors these segments can be attributed to | first 
needed to make sure these matches didn't match my Mother on more than one line. Since 
my Mother is closer generation wise to Sarah Campbell-Wray I'm using her match results to 
establish who these segments came from? 


Since AncestryDNA, 23andMe, MyHeritage, and FTDNA all predicted with some confidence 
that the Greene County, TN Campbell matches descended from George Lafayette Campbell, 
were 4th cousins to my mother | feel | only need to establish the segments came from 
ancestors going back to her 3rd or 4th Great-Grandparents on her Campbell line. 


| began to suspect Benjamin Browning, a brother of our ancestor Nathan Browning, may 
have fathered George Lafayette Campbell? He remained in Greene County, Tennessee 
whereas my Nathan Browning was already in Indiana when George was born. This would 
make most of George's descendants 4th cousins once removed of my Mother. Sarah 
Campbell was my mother's 2nd Great-Grandmother. Her parents would have been 3rd 
Great-Grandparents making any matches through them her 4th cousins.. 


| have a number of Browning segments confidently marked at Genome Mate Pro and none 
are shared with the Greene County, TN Campbells. To try to eliminate a possible relationship 
through the Browning family | marked all my mother's matches through Browning at Ancestry, 
then went back and looked at shared matches with the Campbell matches just to make sure 
none were shared? 
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| was surprised at how consistently correct matches in the 4th cousin range at Ancestry were. 
They were right over 90% of the time. Since there are removals some of these cousins can 
end up as distant 5th to 7th cousins. 


Going through the relevant matches, and looking at shared matches, | haven't found any 
related to the Browning family. Since | haven't worked on grouping matches, other than the 
Brownings, you don't see any groups listed with the Campbell matches below. 
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What | did discover is one of these Greene County, TN matches shares Sarah Campbell- 
Wray as an ancestor through her daughter Charlotte Temple Wray. This match doesn't share 
any of the other Campbell matches with my mother even though they are all descended from 
George L. Campbell? | assume that's because they are distant cousins and share different 
segments with my Mother, and no longer share enough DNA with each other to match. (I'm 
also assuming that matches that are shared consistently between these families share the 
same segments. It would certainly help to know which chromosome the segments are on to 
verify that.) 
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Another way to establish which line these segments came from would be to compare the 
segments with other descendants of Sarah Campbell and her husband Anderson Wray. That 
way you can eliminate other routes of inheritance. Unfortunately their son William died in the 
Civil War and a couple of their daughters died young also. Other than my Mother's Great- 
Grandmother Elizabeth Wray-Forgey only two other daughters lived long enough to leave 
children. 


The easiest way to find matches who share Anderson Wray and Sarah Campbell as 
ancestors is to look at Thrulines at AncestryDNA. Since Sarah died young Anderson 
remarried and had more children with his 2nd wife. Looking at matches listed with Anderson 
Wray | have to be careful that they descend from Sarah. The only descendants | could 
confirm are descendants of Charlotte Temple Wray-Estep, one of Sarah's daughters. 


>? Relationships 


Sarah CAMPBIELE 


Elicabet® Jane Wray << | & 
gz Chartotte WRAY 


George A Estep ' Amanda Estep 
@ sonore > 


| then looked for these Thruline matches, and their shared matches, at all of the other 
companies that share segment information. | was able to find a match at MyHeritage 
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descended through another daughter of Sarah's name Polly Thurman Wray-Hall. She had a 


segment on chromosome 18 like the Greene County, TN Campbell matches. The segments 
didn't overlap however. This segment appears to come from the Wray side of the family. 


17 
18 = 
19 


| had marked segments on chromosome 18 as likely from the Wray line and not the 
Campbell line on my Genome Mate Pro segment map. This worried me because the 
segments were close together. Our Wray family crossed paths with the Campbells just like 
the Brownings did. The Wrays, like some say the Campbells also, originally settled in 
Virginia. 


| decided to collect up more matches with segments on chromosome 18 since that one 
related to the problem I'm working on. The tip end of chromosome 18 seemed to relate to the 
Greene County, TN Campbell family while the rest appear to be related to the Wray line. 
There is some overlapping which made me think of the possibility all of 18 related to the 
Wray family? 


18 


__ 


A positive factor in favor of chromosome 18 being split between Wray and Campbell is the 
fact matches on 18 don't always match each other. The matches on the tip end all descend 
from George Lafayette Campbell of Greene County, TN, whereas the longer segment 
matches to the left all match each other and share only Wray ancestors. So some of this 
overlapping may include false positive areas? My Mother's parents came from completely 
different ethnic backgrounds so | don't have the problem of separating matches from the 
same places. My maternal Grandmother was Nicaraguan. | don't believe overlapping is 
related to a segment misattributed to my Mother's father's line. 


Generally most of the Greene County, TN Campbell matches line up as expected on the far 
right tip, example below. 


18 


This example below shows one small orange colored segment belonging to a Campbell 
match fitting like a puzzle piece next to larger Wray line matching segments. 


18 — 
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| can confidently name the segments to the left of the Campbell segments as coming from 
our Wray family line. 


| decided to confirm that the Wray family and Campbell family matches didn't match each 
other. Since some of these matches had a kit at FTDNA | was able to use the Matrix tool. 
Below you see a Wray match on Chromosome 18, GA, compared to George Lafayette 
Campbell descendants. All of the Campbell descendants match each other as expected, but 
don't match the Wray descendants who all share segments on chromosome 18. 


Mtoe Stench 
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With more than a dozen matches now shared with Greene County, TN Campbells | have not 
found these matches associated with any other families of ours. Some share small segments 
on chromosome 18 but others also share larger overlapping segments on chromosomes 8, 5, 
and 12. The latter segments have not presented a problem with any other matches’ 
segments overlapping with them. The segments on chromosome 18 are all shared by the 
descendants of two of George Lafayette Campbell's daughters. That would be about half a 
dozen matches. I'm leaning towards believing these segments are Campbell, and came from 
our ancestor Sarah Campbell. 


I'll Keep collecting matches on these segments. | believe I'm on the right track, at least | 
haven't been proven wrong yet? I'm definitely open to any information that surfaces even if 
I'm proven wrong. 


Final thoughts 


Comparing with matches who tested at 4 different companies is challenging. All of the 
companies have different tools and some are better than others. | wish there was one 
company with good tools, trees, and a large database of matches to compare with. At this 
point we have to jump around between companies because, for instance, Ancestry has better 
trees and Thrulines, while other companies offer segment information. 23andMe and 
MyHeritage give you predictions regarding how shared matches are related to each other. 
Knowing how matches are related to each other helps to group them with families. From a list 
of shared matches this match below is a 3rd cousin to my mother and the father of this 
match. 


@ sar 2 el = Yes 


Sometimes close relatives, even siblings, test with different companies and in that case their 
relationship isn't apparent unless you can compare them at GEDmatch. We have to 
somehow pull all of the information from all of these sources together which is time 
consuming. As things stand now genetic genealogy is mainly for those with time to devote to 
learning about all of the different tools and navigating between companies. If you're looking to 
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test with one company in order to solve a brickwall out past a 2nd Great-Grandparent's 
generation you are unlikely to do that at one company. 


Tuesday, March 2, 2021 


A DNA Case Study/ Plus Would Sharing the 
Chromosome Number be Possible? 


I've been working on trying to break down a brickwall by using atDNA match chart. | got that 
idea from the RootsTech session by that called "Organize Your DNA Matches in a Diagram”. 


A couple weeks ago | found important information that might help lead me to a resolution of 
the Campbell brickwall. My only confirmed Campbell ancestor is Sarah "Sally" Campbell. She 
was born about 1811 (according to a daughter Polly Wray Hall her mother was born in 
Tennessee). She was married to Anderson Wray in Jackson County, Indiana. 


A James T. Campbell lived near the family in Indiana. | believe, based on his age, he might 
be Sarah Campbell-Wray's brother. I've been researching James and his family. | did 
discover that the family came from East Tennessee based on a death certificate but | hadn't 
found any other information on him. The recent find regarding this family was an obituary for 
an Eleanor Campbell referred to as a sister on a census and daughter by descendants. | 
don't know which is correct? | do know they are related because James is always recorded 
as being born in Tennessee on census records and they share the same last name. James T. 
Campbell was in Indiana by the mid 1830s whereas Eleanor said she came to Indiana in 
1846. 


Eleanor F. Campbell's obituary gives her birth place as Greene County, Tennessee. 


———> 6 a 


June 9, 7, io 


Tetinesee, and died at her home 
southwest of Bennington, May 5, 
190%, In August 1846 she moved 
to Indiana. Joined the Methodist 
Episcopal Church when 15 years of 
age and bas remained a laithful 
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Even before finding this information | was leaning towards believing my Sarah might be from 
there. My mother has a number of atDNA matches descended from a George Lafayette 
Campbell of Greene County, Tennessee. | have not been able to find any other surnames in 
common or places in common with these matches. The families of these matches migrated 
from Greene County, TN to Alabama and Texas. All of my Mother's paternal ancestors had 
arrived in Indiana prior to 1840 and remained in the Midwest. 
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A problem | have is that | have other ancestors from Greene County, Tennessee. My ancestor 
Roger Browning migrated to that area in the 1790's. His second wife Elizabeth's maiden 
name isn't known so it's possible these matches match us through her family? 


| Knew my mother had a number of matches who descended from George Lafayette 
Campbell but didn't know exactly how many or how they were related to each other until | 


created the chart below. 
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Charting each match descended from George Lafayette Campbell and Susannah Kaiser 
provided some very helpful information which has allowed me to find even more matches 
through this couple. | used the additional surnames of descendants to find matches that may 
not have their tree traced back far enough. | was then able to collect up segments for those 
who tested with companies who offer a chromosome browser. 


These matches shared DNA on chromosome 5, 12, and 18. Some of my mother's matches 
share a very large segment on chromosomes 8 & 12. There are false positive regions on 
both of these chromosomes according to Genome Mate Pro. | believe that is why they 
predict these cousins are more closely related? 


Ancestry and 23andMe are pretty insistent that several of these cousins are 3rd or 4th 
cousins of my Mother. | believe they are at least 5th cousins probably with removals? George 
Lafayette Campbell's father was James M. Campbell born about 1800. The man | think might 
be my Sarah Campbell-Wray's brother is also named James and he was born about 1811. | 
doubt they would have been brothers with the same first name. They would most likely have 
been cousins. If they were cousins then my Mother would be at least a 5th cousin with 
removals. If the relationship is instead through Roger Browning's wife they would still be in 
the 5th cousin range possibly with removals? 
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Below you see AncestryDNA predicts chances are only 2% that one of these Campbell 
matches is a 5th cousin. 


When | clicked on the question mark next to the same matches name at MyHeritage a chart 
with the predicted possible relationship comes up. They don't give a percentage of the 
likelihood for each possible relationship. | believe the chart should have extended to 6th 
cousin or 5th cousin once removed? More research may prove I'm wrong about the 
relationship? 


A chart predicting the relationship of another match from the same family at 23andMe. They 
are predicting the match is a 4th cousin, and not extending the possibility the match is a 5th 
cousin. 
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| noticed while making the chart two Campbell sisters married two Morton brothers. The 
growing list of matches with descendants from this one family all seem to come from the 
same 3 siblings Nancy Elvira Campbell, Mary Adeline Campbell, and James Wallace 
Campbell. 


Looking at the chart it's also interesting to see all of the matches are separated from George 
Lafayette and his wife Susannah by the same number of generations, except for one. 


Going through matches on the same chromosomes I've found other families with the 
surname Campbell matching on the same segments as George Lafayette Campbell and 
Susannah's children. I'm not sure if that is a coincidence or these segments have been 
passed down in Campbell families for generations? 


| believe it looks promising that these matches are related through the Campbell line. | need 
more documentation to prove it however. 


Would Sharing the Chromosome Number be Possible? 

Mapping the chromosomes of our Campbell brickwall matches has been very helpful. It has 
helped me confirm that segments have been passed down through this family because they 
are overlapping. It's also helped me find more matches through the same couple. 


| know AncestryDNA will never have a chromosome browser but | had heard they might 
share which chromosomes segments are shared on? Knowing the chromosomes segments 
are shared on would be helpful to me and others I'm sure. If | have distant cousins sharing 
DNA on the same chromosome that would suggest the segment could have come from the 
same source. 
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The trees attached to DNA matches at AncestryDNA are very useful but without segment 
information the results aren't very useful when trying to connect with distant cousins. Many 
people share more than one couple with a match. The location of the segments is the only 
way to tell which couple a segment or segments came from. 


| may be mistaken about AncestryDNA planning on adding the segment chromosome 
numbers? It would be extremely helpful if they could do that though. The trees have helped 
identify my Campbell matches ancestors but there was no way to tell if the shared matches' 
segments came from the same ancestor? Additional segment information at AncestryDNA 
would help. 


Sunday, February 28, 2021 


Celebrating 10 Year Blogiversary/ The Best 
of RootsTech 2021 


| began this blog on March 1, 2011 so this is the 10th Anniversary of this blog. During the 
past 10 years I've shared the agony of waiting for DNA test results, and long waits for 
something in the mail. I've also shared the thrill of the ancestor chase and the satisfaction 
that came with breaking down brickwalls. 


What have | accomplished and shared over this decade? First of all I've added some 
branches to my tree. 


Below you can see just a few of the ancestors I've added since 2011 highlighted (couldn't get 
them all on a 6 generation chart): 
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Toews 


Neaplag LANIER 


With such a mixed heritage my genealogy research has led me to many different places 
through this decade. 


Some accomplishments and sources I've blogged about in the past decade include: 


1. Photos of my Kappel/Kurta Great-Grandparents were shared with me in 2019, | had 
never seen photos of them. Had no idea what they looked like before 2019. 

2. Owens family brickwall came down in 2015 with a lawsuit and resulting deed 
documents surfacing. 

3. Granada Nicaragua Church and Civil Registration digitized records became available 
online at Familysearch allowing me to extend by Nicaraguan lines and collect family 
documents. 

4. Irish land records became available online such as the revision books for County 
Galway which extended my knowledge of my Irish families. 


5. Irish Civil Registration records online is another online source I've blogged about. 

6. Styria, Austria and Burgenland, Austria Church records have come online in the past 
few years helping me extend more family lines. 

7. Civil Registration records for Burgenland helped fill in blanks in my family history 


8. 1851Census Search Forms came online for Ireland allowing me to add mothers of my 
Irish great-great grandparents to my tree. 

9. In the past decade Findmypast Ireland has allowed me to extend my Irish families to 
include new dog family members using the dog license records. Court records have 
added new stories for my family history. 

10. Newspapers online have helped me confirm family lines and added new stories. A 
newspaper article provided me with the only photo | have of a great-uncle who was 
killed by a sniper in Germany at the end of WWII. 

11. Deed books coming online at Familysearch and other sites have helped add names to 
my family tree in the past decade. The James Trigg Campbell deed | located in 
Jackson County, Indiana may eventually break down my Campbell brickwall? 

12. We confirmed many lines through DNA testing. | started a Forgey family DNA project 
and a Kappel family project at FTDNA. 

13. IDing photos unmarked photos has also been a project I've been working on often 
using photo recognition websites. 

14. Naturalization certificate files with photos helped ID photos. 

15. I've blogged about information I've found on death certificates available online at sites 
such as Ancestry.com where old death certificates are available to view for free. 
Indiana death certificates are available online at Ancestry for instance. Other vital 
records now online have also been helpful. 
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16. Virginia Memory Chancery records online has also been an invaluable resource which 
I've blogged about. 
17. | visited a courthouse in person for the first time in 2018 where | found documents not 
available online. | shared this experience in my blog. 
18. Luckily | was able to get to all of my ancestral related countries and states in the past 
few years before COVID shut travel down. I've shared those experiences in this blog. 


Blogging about my family history has helped me focus my research and writing down my 
findings has helped me formulate proof arguments. | often refer back to old blog posts to 
review previous findings. 


Rootstech 2021 

| always enjoy watching streamed RootsTech sessions. This year all of the sessions are 
being streamed because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Videos of the sessions will be available 
to watch even after the event is over so if you missed them during the event you can watch 
later. 


| found the animation of photos at MyHeritage one of the most interesting announcements 
this year. At the bottom of the page you can see one of the best animations produced for my 
photos which was of my Great-Grandmother Mary Kurta-Kappel. 


Connecting with cousins through the "Relatives at RootsTech" app was also fun. The app 
used Familysearch trees to match up cousins who were also streaming the sessions. Since 
the shared trees at Familysearch contain errors these matches weren't always correct. | did 
find that 4th cousins and closer were generally correct. 


16,610 
Relatives at 
RootsTech 


See your retatives on an interactive map 
Search for re 


message to introduce yourself o 


SEE YOUR RELATIVES 


From "When Your Tree Is a Banyan: Untangling Endogamy" | learned about different sites 
where you can upload your family tree or have your DNA results analyzed so you can 
evaluate how much endogamy you might have. | have a little bit of endogamy as you can see 
in my French Canadian lines as demonstrated by the sideways sweep of lines. Endogamy 
makes figuring out how you relate to DNA matches difficult. 


oe 
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Also | learned some tips for getting more out of MyHeritage DNA. 


Clicking on the question mark near the predicted DNA relationship brings up a chart showing 
how you might be related to a match. Below you can see it correctly outlines my relationship 


to my mother. 


, 


Estimated relabonship details 


Ancestry has a similar feature if you click on the shared DNA link. Below you see 
AncestryDNA is nearly 100% positive this match is my first cousin and she definitely is. | like 
the chart format however because | like charts for easy visualization. 


ke You and Judith_Valentine 
Shared OMA: O35 cM act 54 segments 
rreemgrted shared UMA $25 cM 
Longest segrerc: 79 ch 


~ How do we estimate DNA relationships? 


Possibic DNA relationships 


Another tip presented was if you click on your communities at MyHeritage DNA more 
information about the location is brought up which includes the number of people in the 
community, and first and last names common to families in a particular community. Also there 


is an animation of migrations through time you can play. 
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© French settlers in Canada 
(Quebec) and in USA (New 
England) 


OROGF TIMELINE 


C) MyHeritage 


Aside from the DNA information a session on new features at Familysearch and another on 
tips for using the site were presented. | watched the sessions "Demo: Getting the Most from 
FamilySearch Search" and "What's New On FamilySearch". 


| heard about the hints at the Familysearch tree before but didn't know how to see them. After 
the presentation | played with the tree features and discovered you can't see the hints in the 
fan chart view when | changed views | could see them. 


Ancestor pages at Familysearch have been updated to include more features and a different 
layout. This is the page for my Grandfather Rudolph Kapple. 


Rudolph Christian Kapple 


tyra, Austria 


The Life Summary of Rudolph Photes and Memorics |: Activities 


S Heritage 
Le Traditional Dress 
7) oul leve : 2 mt Rud # 


Family Time Line 


Christian 


Hudopt 


Bo you knew Radaigh Christian? Do you Dawe @ tory odour he 


Spouse and Children 
Spouge end Chilerer: Forents and Stange 
z2 Reedolph Christion Kapphe 


HOTT 1» Mae 
a) Dorothy Wiratred Mason 
_ae iter LZ Rratedigh Cvcvebion Kepnse 1907-1807 
Marnage 1 
‘ ") 


Meria Kurta e tha 7 ted Shete 8 
sod © ‘ a 
a 


Ohihdewn 181 


Parents and Siblings 


LC) Frank Kappel of Koppel 
. 


The session "Hidden Treasures: Discovering Local Sources in Your Irish Research" pointed 
out a website that led me to a family history society | hadn't heard of called the "Western 
Family History Association" which | will join. 


Other sessions | found interesting: 


e Tracing Ancestral Lines in the 1700s Using DNA 

e Reconstructing Parent DNA 

e Using DNA in a Client Research Project to Solve a Family Mystery (a case study 
that is interesting even if you don't take clients) 

e DNA Triangulation: What, Why, and How 

e Understanding Your DNA Ethnicity Results 

e UgoA. Perego: A Personal Genetic Journey 

¢ Research in the Southern States 

e Organize Your DNA Matches in a Diagram 

e Research Strategies for Early Colonial Ancestors 
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Many of the sessions are short so it doesn't take a long investment of time to watch them. 
I've enjoyed watching the sessions over the last few days and learned some new things. 
Right now I'm working on my Sarah Campbell Jackson County, Indiana brickwall. I've 
selected sessions based on this particular brickwall. I'll use some of the tips I've learned to 
continue trying to breakdown this wall down. 
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Monday, February 1, 2021 


Comparing the new 23andMe Ethnicity/ A 
New 2nd Cousin Match 


Ph er. Search This 
tore Blog 
= 


aa =. My Blog List 


Geneabloggers 
napegastis Blogiversary 
sae lay aa nah ls 22% ete Emme fr a Spotlight: Empty 
we ts bn Branches on the 
Bide Family Tree 
eee 2 days ago 


Arlene Eakle's 
Tennessee Blog 


In October 2020 new ethnicity estimates were provided to people who tested at 23andMe The DAR, The 

with the V5 chip. At the time some thought you could only get the update if you tested with WPA, and your 

the newer V5 chip. My family tested with the V4 chip and we didn't get the update when it first psi! 
years ago 


came out. Checking my ethnicity results at 23andMe recently | discovered updated results. 


A previous update to my results, the one before the current estimates, was disappointing. Followers 
23andMe appeared to provide the most accurate estimates for my family before that update. 
The new update seems to correct some of the issues | had with the previous estimates. | 


believe the estimates around 2018 were the best. 


Comparing my estimates 2015 to the present 2021 


My European ethnicity estimate has been pretty consistent in the 90% range over the years. | 
was surprised when it dropped to 88% with the previous update, but it's back up to 90%. 
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My British and Irish started out at 29.5%, went up to 32.6% with an update, went down to 
30% with another update. The current update sent that estimate way up to 44.4%. | believe 


the previous estimates are more accurate. 


French and German estimates started out at 5.6%. It went way up to 13.9% with an update. It 
likely went way up after my Mother tested and her results were phased with mine. 23andMe 


phases ethnicity results if parents test which often changes estimates. Another update 


estimated | had 14.3% French German ethnicity. The current estimate has taken my French 
German down to 6.3%, which would appear to be too low because one of my Grandfathers 


was born in Austria and | have French Canadian roots. 


Iberian estimate started out very low at 6.0%. | believe that was way too low considering one 
of my Grandmother's was Nicaraguan. When my mother tested and her results were phased 
with mine the Iberian estimate went way up to 18.4%. It went up again with another update to 


19.9%. The current estimate is 12.3%. 


Eastern European started out very low at 1.7% and went up to 4.9% after my results were 
phased with my Mother's. It went down slightly with the last update to 4.4%. It's gone up to 
7.4% with the current. That estimate should be higher since paternal Grandfather's family 


was from an area on the Austrian Hungarian border. 


Native American estimates haven't seen any wild swings. The first estimate was 6.7%, an 
update raised that to 7.3%. The last update took that estimate down to 6.9%. The current 


estimate took it back up a tiny bit to 7.1%, 


Sub-Saharan African from 2015 to the present this estimate has never changed and stayed 


at 1.3%. 


Ashkenazi has been added to my estimates with the current estimate at a trace amount of 


0.1%. 


My Mother's European estimate changed quite a bit from 75.6% European to 81.8% 
European. | believe around 80% is fairly accurate. 
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Conclusions 

For some reason the previous update seemed to underestimate European admixture? It's 
now returned to the previous level. The current update raised my British and Irish from 
around 30% to 44% which is a substantial difference. My French and German estimates 
seemed to change for the worse while my Eastern European changed for the better. Looking 
at the updates from 2015 to the present they have become much more specific as you can 
see in the growing list of places. Personally | know where most my ancestors came from so 
the ethnicity results are not that important to me. Many Americans don't know where their 
ancestors came from so accurate results are important to them. 


Update: When | added up my known British and Irish heritage it came out to 38%. 


A new 2nd cousin match 


Your genetic relationship © 


Reviewing my 23andMe matches | also recently found a new 2nd cousin match. | was able to 
narrow down which line this match came from by looking at shared matches. The match is on 
my paternal Grandmother's side. Only one of her full siblings had children and | assumed this 
person was his descendant. Recently | had discovered my paternal Grandmother also had 
two half siblings, but | assumed they would have shared less DNA with me. 


| contacted this match and she was nice enough to respond to my message. She indeed is a 
Granddaughter of my Grand-Uncle Frank Mason. 


I've added the new segments to my Genome Mate Pro chromosome chart. Many of the 
segments overlapped with previous Mason cousins, but a few were new. One segment was 
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extended as you can see looking at the red segments in the charts below. The one on the left 
shows all my collected segments before the new ones were added, and one on the right 
shows the Mason segments after | added the new segments. 


Segment Map 


All Generations v 


Forge /Ratler 
Jast nzenhot a 
Kappel or Koppel-u 
Kapple 


Ken 
3 
o 


| only met Frank once when | was a child and only remembered him mentioning one 
daughter. With this new match and two other 2nd cousin matches descended from Frank 
Mason | realized he had more than one daughter. 


Doing research to find out exactly how many children he had | discovered a passenger list for 
Uncle Frank Mason and his first wife and daughter. According to this passenger list they were 
being deported from Cuba in 1939. | knew Frank spent time in Cuba, but hadn't heard he 
was deported from there. | have no idea why he was deported, but thought it was an 
interesting fact | never knew before. 


8 cee ee Age pert, 4 pert of comtimenial Unlind Males, oc a pert of emmibes ineninr pemmcmnio Member 
LIST OF UNITED STATES CITIZENS 
mo 16 (POR THR PMIGRATION AUTSORITUEE) 
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wagenerrm rea sun" 28 1972 
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Frank had been in Cuba even earlier than that visit. He returned from Cuba in 1934 at the 
age of 20. Evidently he used his birth certificate to prove he was a citizen. 
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I'm not sure why Grand-Uncle Frank spent time in Cuba? Maybe some of our Mullen cousins 
relocated there during prohibition? Or he was working as a painter there? He must have 
stayed long enough to learn to speak Spanish because my mother said his Spanish was very 


good. 


Frank Mason in Cuba 


January was a productive month. Hoping some new genetic genealogy tools are unveiled at 
the end of this month during RootsTech. 
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Sunday, January 3, 2021 


My Year In Genealogy/ More time at home 
online 


More time at home because of the COVID-19 pandemic meant more hours online 
researching my family history. Spending more time researching produced some great results. 
Information I've been looking for for years surfaced online. | discovered that Granada, 
Nicaragua church and civil registration records were now online; something | never expected 
would happen. | visited Granada, Nicaragua and wasn't able to get access to the records. 
I've written to my family's parish church and civil registration offices requesting copies of 
documents but never received anything back. Seeing the records myself | understand why 
my family couldn't be identified, the surnames and sometimes first names were different 
because of illegitimacy and the use of middle names. Accessing these records was a 
highlight of my year. Another highlight was seeing more family photos online and some given 
to me by family. Newspapers added stories to go with names I've collected. Being able to 
search Irish Deeds online was another highlight. 


My month by month progress in 2020: 
January: | began the year by reviewing the past decade genealogy wise in a blog post. 


February | spent time reviewing Burgenland, Austria church records. | was able to add a few 
names to add to my Burgenland family lines. | also watched the live streams from Rootstech. 


March was spent researching record groups | learned about at Rootstech. | also took a look 
at the 23andMe DNA family tree | learned more about from a Rootstech presentation. 


°° 
@e 
= | ®@eesrs 
Fin ee¢ 
s2+@ 


| also learned about the new photo colorization feature from a Rootstech presentation. As the 
lockdown began here in California photo colorizing provided me with something to do during 
this period in March. 
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With so much time at home | was able to catch up on some genealogy videos | had missed. 
Listening to the 2019 Rootstech London presentation "A Strategic Approach to Irish 
Genealogy" , by Maurice Gleason | discovered that Irish deed books were online at 
Familysearch. | was really excited about the ability to search these online and get copies of 
my family deeds. 
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April: | continued my Burgenland church books research. | was also able to build an 
expanded DNA segment map by comparing segments with a first cousin once removed. Her 
segments greatly expanded by DNA map for my Grandfather Rudolph Kapple's line. Below is 
a map of segments | received from my Paternal grandparents. | was very happy to make 
some progress this year filling in this map. 


June: I'm the administrator of the Forgey/Forgy & Forgie DNA project. One goal of this group 
was to confirm whether everyone carrying this uncommon name was related. In June we 
learned that all Forgeys are at least not closely related within the last few hundred years. A 
new Y tester matched another Forgy outside our most common Y DNA haplogroup. The most 
common haplogroup among the early testers was I-M223. A male with the surname Forgy 
later tested in the R-M269 haplogroup. It was impossible to say whether there was a recent 
break in this man's line or there was a second unrelated Forgy line? Another Forgey joined 
our group this year and match the man who previously tested. They appear to be distantly 
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related confirming a different line came to this country and may have come by the surname 
Forgey/Forgy by a different route. It was very nice to make some progress in this group. 


Name Patemal Ancestor Name Country Haplogroup 


ip 1-M223/ Big Y 1-BY19396 

y Samuel Forgey, b. 1726 and ¢ 1770 Ireland }-44i223 
Samue! Forgy 1726 - 1770 France +Mi223 
Andrew Forgey, 1732-1809 Unknown Origin||-i223 
Andrew Forgey d. 1820 Unknown Origin I-'M222 
Andrew Forgey 1732-1809 lreland I-BY 719396 
Andrew Forgey, 1732-1809 Unknown Origin |-BY 19896 
Samue! Forgy, b 1726 and ¢ 1770 lreland I-Mi223 
Mr Samuel Forgy. d. 1770 Northern treland!-1.126 


Hugh Wilson Forgey b. 1754 and 0. 1837 Ireland R-M262 | 
Robert Forgy Ireland R-11269 


Another huge breakthrough in June, and for the year that matter, was discovering the 
Granada, Nicaragua church and civil registration records were online at FamilySearch.org. | 
was able to find copies of my Grandmother Graciela Del Castillo's church and civil 
registration records. Records for her parents, Grandparents, Great-grandparents and 
siblings. | also found a diary written by a friend of my Del Castillo family in Nicaragua. | 
compiled all of the information into a book | posted on Archive.org. 
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July: In July | received a copy of a Certificate File | ordered. I've ordered a couple of these 
files in the past 2 years. I've been ordering them for the photos on the certificate. Sometimes 
you can find these photos free online with naturalization documents. Unfortunately the online 
records for my family didn't contain a photo. Someone shared a number of unmarked photos 
with me and these certificate photos have helped with my photo identification. | received the 
file for my Great-Aunt in July and was able to compare her with unidentified photos. | was 
able to ID her in a couple photos using photo comparison software. 
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August: A photo of a Great-Uncle surfaced in August. When | signed into my Familysearch 
account a photo suggestion came up. It was supposed to be of my Great-Uncle William 
Kappel who was killed in Germany during WWII. He was killed pursuing a sniper at the end 
of the war. | had never seen a photo of him. The source of the photo wasn't listed but it 
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looked like it came from a Newspaper. | was eventually able to track it down to a Chicago 
paper. There was a small obituary included. That was a great find this year! 


| found the newspaper at the online site Newspapers.com. | hadn't searched there in a few 
years and didn't realize the Mattoon, Illinois newspapers were now available there. This led 
to many mentions of my family in the local Mattoon papers. These bits of information have 
provided me with stories and other information supporting the Mason/Owens lineage. | can't 
stress enough how enormously helpful the newspaper information was. 


To Attend Funeral. 

Among those from a distance in the 
city to attend the funeral of Mrs 
Mary Mason were Mrs. B. Durham, 
and James H. Owens, a_ sister and 
brother from St. Louis, two brothers 
J. W. Owens and eGorge Owens and 
a sister T. J. Wilkes and the imme. 
(ute family of the deceased from 
Chicago. 


More information from the newspapers led to more photo finds at Ancestry.com. With time on 
my hands | was able to add more family photos to my own tree. 
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September: | ordered a copy of my Great-Great Aunt Bridget "Sister Mary Kathleen" Mullen's 
Alien file. | was curious whether she ever became a US citizen? She had been in the United 
States for decades before she registered as an alien in the 1940's. | was also wondering if 
she mentioned any other siblings on one of the alien forms. | knew my Great-Grandmother 
came to America of course. | didn't know if any other siblings did? | had noticed according to 
a WWI draft registration card a Thomas Mullen gave the name and address of my Great- 
Grandmother. | thought this might be her brother but couldn't confirm it because the card 
didn't state their relationship? The alien card did answer the question as to whether Sister 
Mary Kathleen became a citizen. She became a citizen in the 1950's. It didn't list any other 
relatives, however, other than her parents. 
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An Aunt also sent me family photos in September of my Mother Edna Forgey-Kapple's family. 
| loved seeing photos of my mother as a young woman and child. It's also nice to see more 
photos of my grandparents, and my mother's siblings. There seems to be much more photo 
sharing due to the lockdowns because people have time to digitize the photos and upload 
them. 
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October: | continued researching Newspapers for any family information. | found a story 
about a Great-Great Aunt Julia Kurta-Deutsch who was nearly murdered by her husband. 
That was a shocking find. | shared this information in my Halloween blog post. 


FAILING TO KILL WIFE, 
MAN ENDS OWN LIFE 


ALLENTOWN, Nov. 17.—(AP)— 

Andrew Deulsch) 56. shot and killed” 
himself yesterday after what Coro- 

ner Alexander M. Peters said Was a 

fulile altempt to shoot his wife. Dr. 

Peters said Deutsch quarreled with his 

wife, Julia, 55; and fired a shotgun at 

her as she fled. Deutsch then turned 

the gun on himself, Dr. Peters said. 


November: | decided to push to confirm my Great-Grandmother Helen Mullen's brother also 
came to America. | knew he was living in Chicago, Illinois when he registered for the draft 
during WWI. | lost track of him after that. | did see someone matching his description in 
Arizona in US Census records. Newspapers came to the rescue again. | found an obituary 
for the Thomas Mullen | was interested in. It mentioned my Great-Uncle Edwin Mason who 
lived in El Monte at the time of his Uncle's death, and his sister Sr. Mary Kathleen Mullen. 
That was a great find. 
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Thomas P. Viullin ing to Phoenix in 1945, died Mon- 
day in Sacred Heart Home, 
Thomas Patrick Mullin, 81, 110 ». wth st 


who was employed 15 years by Rosary will be recited at 4 


; i‘ ae: i pin, today in the home. Re- 
a transportation service in Chi- quiem High Mass will be sung in 


cago before retiring and mov- Sacred Heart Home Chapel at 9 
. a.m. tomorrow, Burial) will be 
in St. Francis Cemetery, Whit- 
ney and Murphy Funeral Home 
announced 


Mr. Mullin, a native of Ire 
_ is survived by 


December: | upgraded a paternal Aunt's DNA test to include mtDNA at Family Tree DNA. 
Her maternal line is Irish. | was quite surprised when her haplogroup, U5a1a2, turned out to 
be most common in Finland. Researching the haplogroup its origins appear to have been in 
the area which is now Ukraine and it spread across Europe during the bronze age. It appears 
that these bronze age migrants contributed substantially to the genetics of the people of the 
British Isles and Ireland. So surprisingly the Irish may not be substantially Celtic as once 
believed. 


I've collected up the Y and mtDNA haplogroups for my ancestors and used DNA Painter to 
record them on a pedigree chart. 
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This year | discovered my paternal grandmother had a half-brother | never heard about. 
Sadly he had run-ins with the law. | discovered mug-books online at Ancestry.com and was 
able to get his mug-shot so now | know what this black sheep looked like. 


December was also the month when MyHeritage rolled out a new DNA feature called Genetic 
Groups. The areas included are accurate for me, but Ireland isn't included in my groups. 
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GENETIC GROUPS (@) 


© Nicaragua 
© French settlers in Canada (Quebec) and in 


USA (New England) 


© Eastern and Central Europe, mostly Poland 
Germany, Ukraine, Lithuania, Belarus and 


Russia 


As | stated before | uploaded my Del Castillo family history to Archive.org. | also made some 
corrections to my Owens Family history and uploaded the book again. | copied blog pages as 
pdfs and merged them into a single pdf and uploaded it to the same site. 
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My goals for 2021 


1. I'm carrying over a goal I've had for years now which entails finding a Browning male in 
my line to DNA test. 

2. Breaking down my Campbell brickwall is something I've been working on for years 
now. I'm thinking mtDNA testing may help if | can find the right person. 

3. | would like deed records for my Burgenland ancestors. 


4. I'm always looking for more photos. As you can see below there are still photos | lack. 
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Staying home had some positive aspects. Putting even more hours than usual into 
researching my family paid off. The results of my research have been rewarding. The old 
photos, that are new to me, and the stories I've unearthed have enriched my life. 
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Wishing everyone a Happy New Year and success in finding what you're looking for in 2021! 


Thursday, December 17, 2020 


Correcting My Previous Blog Post on Irish 
mtDNA Haplogroup U5/ And some 
additional information 


Beakers National Museum of Archaeology Dublin. 2019 Trip 
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Corrections to my previous blog post about my Aunt's mtDNA Haplogroup U5 or as the 
author of the The Seven Daughters of Eve would put it Ursula Clan. | had put forward the 
theory that maybe our Irish maternal line came during the Viking era because this haplogroup 
is most prevalent in Finland. It may have been there long before the Vikings arrived. It likely 
came to Ireland many times through invasions and migrations over the centuries. . 


The Ice Age scattered the haplogroups as humans moved south out of ice covered regions. 


Invasions replaced entire populations, and the decimation of populations through disease 
would result in a change in the makeup of certain areas bringing in new haplogroups to the 
area. Subclades of the introduced haplogroups would form due to mutations. 


U5 was in Ireland very early. It likely came in with the first waves of settlement in Ireland after 
the Ice Age. 


Here is a list of migrations and invasions into Ireland (likely U5 carriers came in on every 
wave). 


1. "The Neolithic and Bronze Age transitions were profound cultural shifts catalyzed in 
parts of Europe by migrations, first of early farmers from the Near East and then 
Bronze Age herders from the Pontic Steppe." ... "The oldest Gaelic literature describes 
the origins of the Irish people as a series of ancient invasions." (From PNAS January 12, 


2. The first Viking Raids began in Ireland in AD 795. 
3. The Norman invasions began in AD 1169. 
4. The Ulster plantation began around AD 1609. 


The earliest U5 haplogroups found in Ireland date back to a little over 5,000 years ago. You 
can see a list of these in Roberta Estes blog post "Ancient Ireland’s Y and Mitochondrial 
DNA — Do You Match???". 


Our family is particularly interested the subhaplogroup U5a1a2a which may have originated 
around 2,500 years ago or less. 


Here are the earliest instances or our haplogroup: 


1. U5a1a2a: 4050-3650 years ago (older than some estimates?). A similar mitosubclade 
U5a1 previously had some women belonging to the Baden culture." (Proceedings of 
the Academy of DNA Genealogy Boston-Moscow-Tsukuba Volume 13, No. 2 February 
2020) 

2. Uata2a Neolithic Germany, Benzingerode-Heimburg Sex F. Age BC 2287 -2041 
Beaker? 

3. Ua1a2a Bronze Age (Beaker Culture) Great Britain, Hasting Hill, Sunderland, Tyne and 
Wear, England Sex M. Age BC 1930 -1759 

4. Uata2a 900 AD Female Norland, Norway 


5. Uata2a 1000 AD Female Demark 


Looking at the evidence so far it looks like Beaker Culture people may have spread our 
subhaplogroup around Western and Northern Europe before the common era. Beaker people 
were likely Yamnaya people who migrated from what is now Ukraine. After the common era 
Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, and Normans likely spread this subhaplogroup. 
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More about the Beaker people from the publication Nature: "However, migration had a key 
role in the further dissemination of the Beaker complex. We document this phenomenon 
most clearly in Britain, where the spread of the Beaker complex introduced high levels of 
steppe-related ancestry and was associated with the replacement of approximately 90% of 
Britain’s gene pool within a few hundred years, continuing the east-to-west expansion that 
had brought steppe-related ancestry into central and northern Europe over the previous 
centuries."(The Beaker phenomenon and the genomic transformation of northwest Europe). 


Around 2,000 BC we know that the exact subhaplogroup of your maternal direct line was in 
the locations with pins on this map in what is today Germany and the UK. 


Germany 
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The subhaplogroup Ua1ta2a may may also have already been in Ireland round 2,000 BC 
brought by Bronze age Beaker people? "Beakers arrived in Ireland around 2500 BC and fell 
out of use around 1700 BC." Wikipedia "Bell Beaker culture". 


From Beaker folk burials Ireland. National Museum of Archaeology Dublin. 2019 Trip 


Maybe some day it will be possible to identify which wave of migration each subhaplogroup is 
from? It would be nice to know when our direct maternal line ancestor first arrived on a 
beautiful shore in Ireland. They just need to keep digging up those Bronze Age skeletons. 


A couple few more photos Bronze Age from National Museum of 
Archaeology Dublin 
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Bronze Age Canoe from my ancestral area in Addergoole, Galway 
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Saturday, December 12, 2020 


Our Irish mtDNA Result/Collecting 
Haplogroups at 23andMe 


| upgraded my Aunt Loretta's Family Finder test at Family Tree DNA to include a full 
sequence mtDNA test. | received the results of her test yesterday which was just short of 5 
weeks from the time they began processing her kit. 


The main outcome of the test was learning what my Aunt's mtDNA haplogroup is. It's 
U5a1a2a. Haplogroups can be specific to certain areas. The U5 haplogroup is widespread in 
Europe, but thankfully not as common as the H haplogroups. U5 is found in low frequencies 
throughout Europe. 


You can watch a video about her results at this link: 
https://www.familytreedna.com/mtdna-journey-videos/5fd3f3cac9e77c0001d6bf09 


One of the things | hoped to accomplish with this test was to find some matches from the 
area my Mullen/Huvane family came from in Ireland. Sadly because of record losses in 
Ireland it's very difficult to trace families back beyond a few generations. | was hoping that my 
Aunt might have some matches from the area where her maternal Grandmother Helen 
Mullen-Mason was born. 


My Aunt does have matches who have have identified their maternal direct line as Irish, but 
they are not from my familys area. It's very likely that few women with roots from south Co. 
Mayo have tested. 


The map feature at Family Tree DNA is very helpful for sorting matches out because I'm 
looking for matches from the area my family lived. 


This map shows full sequence matches who have identified a place in Ireland where their 
direct maternal line traces back to. The yellow pins show where 2 step mismatches' 
ancestors are said to be from. My Aunt doesn't match anyone closer than 2 steps. Our 
common shared ancestor could have lived over 1,000 years ago. Since | don't recognized 
any of the surnames of places that is possible. Three step mismatches are green pins. Those 
could be even farther back in time. 
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extDNA Full Sequence Matches: 15 


The matches closest to the area the Huvane/Rhatighan family lived would be those with a 
perfect match on HVR‘1 only, they have ancestors from Co. Galway. The Huvane family lived 
on the border between Co. Galway and Co. Mayo. 


More on the Haplogroup 
According to Eupedia my Aunt's haplogroup can be found in the following countries: 


"U5at1a2: found in England, Scandinavia, Central Europe and Turkey / found in Bell Beaker 
Germany, in the Unetice culture, in EBA England, in MBA Wales, and in Bronze Age Poland. 


Since my Aunt and | tend to get Scandinavian atDNA predictions it could be that her direct 
female line goes back to the Viking invasions since her haplogroup appears to stem from 
Finland? 


Here is a heat map from Eupedia showing the distribution of the U5 haplogroup. The darker 


colors show the highest concentrations of this haplogroup. I'm leaning toward thinking there 
is a Scandinavian Viking link somewhere? 
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Eupedia map of mtDNA haplogroup US 


Here is an illustration of my Grandmother's mtDNA U5a1a2 line of descent: 


Paternal Grandmother's 
mtDNA U5Sa1la2a Line 
of Inheritance 


iget Rhatighar 


Dorothy Masen-Kapple Helen Mullen-Mason Mary Huvane-Multen | Bridget Rhatighan 
Sorn 1909 in Chicago Born 1880 Co. Galway, Born about 1855 Co. Mayo, Born about 1820? 
a 7 27 Ireland ireland irelanc 


Cousin matches 23andMe Haplogroups 

I've looked at my 23andme close cousin matches and collected their haplogroups. A first 
cousin once removed has tested at 23andMe. Her haplogroup HV6 is very interesting 
because the highest concentration of this haplogroup is in Eastern Europe. This match's 
maternal Grandmother was Mary Kurta-Kappel, she was my Great-Grandmother. Mary was 
born in what is now the eastern border area of Austria; in what is now Inzenhof, Burgenland, 
Austria. This area used to be in Hungary. 


Eupedia lists the following countries where this haplogroup can be found: 


HV6 : found in Iran, Russia, Slovakia and Britain / found in Bronze Age Poland and among 
the Tian Shan Huns. 


I've had Slovakian predicted as one of my admixtures on the atDNA test. There were Huns in 
Hungary so that could be another possible source? 
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Below is a heat map showing the distribution of the HV6 haplogroup: 


Eupedia map of mtDNA naplogroup HV 


Here is an illustration of my paternal Great-Grandmother Mary Kurta-Kappel's direct 
maternal line: 


Paternal Great-Grandmother's 
mtDNA HV6 Inheritance Line 


Mary Kurta: Kappel Anna Jost-Kurta Maria Wolf Jost Eva Fosman- Wolf 
Born 1879 Born 1855 Born 1823 Born 1793 

(Now) Burgenland, (Now) Surgentland, {Now} Burgenland, (Now} Burgeniane, 
Austria Austria Austria Austria 


Mary Kurta-Kappel's haplogroup is very useful because it narrows her maternal origins to 
continental Europe, and leads to eastern Europe. Unlike a haplogroup such as H1 thru H3 
which are found all over Europe, and the British Isles, this haplogroup is found in fewer 
places. | didn't know where this line came from this would be a good hint. 


K2a2a Haplogroup 
Another interesting haplogroup from a 23andme match is K2a2a. This match is a second 
cousin and is a direct maternal line descendant of my Great-Grandmother Isis Browning- 


Forgey. This maternal line of my family shares the K2 haplogroup with Thomas Jefferson. 


The K2a haplogroup is common among Ashkenazi Jews. My my Great-Grandmother's direct 
maternal line likely goes back to Germany. It is possible she had Ashkenazi ancestors? 
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This is what Eupedia says about the mtDNA haplogroup K2a2a: 


"Ashkenazi Jews are the ethnic groups with the highest percentage of K lineages today : 
32% in average, and up to 50% among Ashkenazi Jews from Germany. There are only three 


typically Jewish subclades of K: K1a1b1a, K1a9, and K2a2a." 


Here is an illustration of my Great-Grandmother Isis Browning's maternal direct line: 


Une of inheritance 


= en 
isis Brownirig-Forgey Mary Ann Callahen- i] Eve Urmey Susannah Brower | Eve 
Born 1869 lacksan County, Browning | Born about 1800 Barn about 1763 | Gronneman? 
indiana | | Born 1830 Jackson County | Virginie Penniylvenia | Borns Unknown? 
indiana 


My mother's atDNA admixture predictions sometimes show trace Ashkenazi Jewish. It is 
possible we had some Jewish ancestry in our German lines. 


Concluding Thoughts 

So far our mtDNA haplogroups have been the most informative pointing to possible areas of 
origin of our direct maternal lines. As far as my Aunt's full sequence mtDNA test we need 
closer matches in order to use the test to confirm our paper trail and extend our tree. | think 
the mtDNA test results are interesting and recommend testing if you're interested in delving 
deeper into your family history. 


My collected haplogroups recorded at DNA Painter: 
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Monday, December 7, 2020 


Family History Related Stocking Stuffers/ 
Plus Personalized Greeting Cards from the 
50'S 

Stocking Stuffers 


| love family photos so | love to find unique ways to display them. | hate to hide old photos 
away in albums which | only occasionally take out and look at. There are many interesting 
products which photos can be printed on ranging from coffee mugs to photo blankets (now 
you can even buy photo masks). | generally use Snapfish or Shutterfly. | also sometimes 
order from my local drugstores. 


Since I'm in the process of downsizing photos magnets have caught my interest. | first 
discovered them a couple months ago when | had some old photos enlarged and received an 
offer for 4x6 magnets. | decided to print one with a photo of a house my Forgey family lived in 
during the 1930's. It came out so well | decided this is the way to go in the future because 
framed photos take up so much space and buying frames can be expensive. The magnets 
make great stocking stuffer gifts. The magnets are space savers and neater than taping 
photos or using a magnet to display them on the refrigerator because they tend to warp over 
time and can't be easily cleaned. The full magnet backing makes them more durable and less 
likely to shift as you open and close the doors. 


These magnet on my refrigerator are of a photo chart | made with photos of my parents and 
ancestors, and my Forgey family's house in 1930's Glendale, California. | ordered them from 
a local CVS Drug Store. The size is 4x6. That size is the largest I've seen online. | would 
have liked the chart a little bigger so the smallest photos are a bit larger. | used the DIY 
Picture Pedigree Chart template from Family Locket for the chart below. 
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If you want to make larger magnets you can order larger sheets with adhesive on them. A 
12x24 sheet is for sale at Amazon. You cut it up to fit any size photos you have and stick the 
photos on. 


Shopping Cart = 
Master Magnetics - BOOSHY990G Magnet Sheet, Flexible $11.98 
Magnet Sheet with Adhesive, 12” Wide, 24* Long, 08504 
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Subtotal (7 item): $11.98 


Potholders are also nice photo gifts. You can have a family tree printed on them with or 
without photos. 
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Personalized Greeting Cards from the 1950's 
| was surprised when an Aunt sent me some photo Christmas cards my Grandparents 
received in the 1950's from friends. | didn't know they had those in the 1950's? 


Lawrence Holman pictured in this one below was a neighbor of my Forgey family in the 
1930's in Glendale, California. An interesting fact about him is he debated Richard Nixon 
when they were college students and he beat him in the debate. He became a Nazarene 
Minister and his church is pictured on this card. Even though my Grandfather Forgey was a 
non believer, and my Grandmother Graciela was Catholic, they remained friends even after 
they were no longer neighbors. 
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Chester and Belle Powell sent my Grandparents this card in 1950. They lived not far from my 
family in El Monte, California and they also lived in Glendale, California in the 1930's. 


Yakin ~ Sept- as— 1950 


This hand drawn card is a work of art. This one was sent to my Uncle Cecil in the 1950's | 
believe? Merry Christmas is written in Greek, apparently from Greek friends. My Uncle spent 
time in Greece while he was in the Navy. 
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Uncle Cecil Forgey looking tanned and good in Greece. 


Happy Holidays! 
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AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Monday, November 16, 2020 


Did My Great-Great Uncle Thomas Mullen 
Come To America? Clearing up conflicting 
information 


- 


| began researching my Irish roots around the year 2000. | ordered microfilms of Irish records 


from the LDS Family History Library in Salt Lake City to view church records and census Search This 
records at my local Family History Center. Now many of these records can be found online at Blog 
several websites. 
[ Search | 
My Great-Great-Uncle Thomas Mullen appeared on the 1901 Census in his parents Patrick 
and Mary Mullen's household. In 1911 he wasn't listed in that household and | couldn't spot : 
: E My Blog List 


him in another household. 
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That made me suspicious early on that he may have come to America. Michael Mullen being 
the eldest son meant he would have been the heir to the family land in Pollaturick, Co. 
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Galway, Ireland. Thomas would have had to make his own way in Ireland or migrate to Followers (113) Next 
another country with more opportunities. Bk am 
| searched the US passenger lists for a Thomas coming from the same area and around the 2 
same age as our Thomas. Pollaturick was the townland in Co. Galway my family came from. 
That being a very small, and difficult to spell, place name those who migrated from there aR 6. 
instead gave the name of the nearest town as the place where they came from. Milltown was al ; 


the nearest town to Pollaturick . 


Here we find a Thomas listed on the Ellis Island passenger lists from Milltown. This Thomas 
arrived in America in 1910 before the 1911 Census for Ireland. He was also headed to EE re 


Chicago where my Great-Grandmother Helen Mullen-Mason lived. 
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Genealogy 


Instead of listing his sister Helen , my Great-Grandmother, as the sister he is going to join he 
names Delia Mullen of Wells Street in Chicago. Delia is a nickname for Bridget. | knew my Blog Archive 
Great-Grandmother's sister Bridget came to America where she became a BVM Nun. 


V 2024 (1) 
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The problem with this is Thomas said his father's name was Michael not Patrick. Thomas did apes 
have an Uncle named Michael who lived on the same plot of land as his parents. The land a) 
was inherited by his Uncle and Father. Pm 2020 (18) 
Pm 2019 (16) 
| noticed a James Mullen from Milltown came on the same ship with Thomas. James was 
also coming from Milltown and headed for Chicago. This James also said his father's name eee ec) 
was Michael, but he was coming to join his brother Patrick, not his sister Delia, at the same me 2017 (31) 
address as Thomas 421 Wells St, Chicago Illinois. This address appears to have been the Pm 2016 (24) 
location of a bar where family members seemed to have stayed until they married or found 
work. Apparently Patrick and Michael Mullen had a sister who married a Jennings. Members P 2015 (30) 
of the Jennings family ran a bar in Chicago where family members rejoin family after Pm 2014 (53) 
igrating. 
aon > 2013 (59) 
All of this information is helpful but doesn't prove anything. Mistakes were often made on Pm 2012 (76) 
documents. | needed to verify that Michael Mullen had children named Delia and Thomas. m 2011 (94) 
We know that Patrick and Mary had a daughter named Bridget and a son named Thomas 
from civil registration records and census records. 
About Me 
Did Michael and Mary Mullen have children named Delia and Thomas? | wasn't able to find 
children by these names for this couple. It does appear, looking at the censuses, they did ww 
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have a son James who isn't listed in Pollaturick in 1911, so that seems to support the fact he 
was the James on the passenger list with Thomas in 1910. Patrick, who was also on the 
1901 census, is also missing from the 1911 census suggesting he was the brother James 
said he was going to join in Chicago. 


Residents of a house 3 in Pollaturick (Milltown, Galway) 


(| Show all information 


Surname Forename Age Sex Relation to head Religion 
Mullin Michael 30 Male Head of Farnily Roman Cathk 
Mutlhn Ellen 13 Female Daughter Roman Cathk 
Moulin Patrick 12 Male Son Roman Cathk 
Mulkn James 10 Male Son Roman Cathk 
Mulin Mary 8 Female Daughter Roman Cathk 
Mulkin Mark 3 Male Son Roman Cathk 


Residents of a house 4 in Pollaturick (Milltown, Galway) 
|_| Show all information 


Surname Forename Age Sex Relation to head Religion 
Mullin Michael 66 Male Head of Family Roman Catholic 
Mutlin Mary 16 Female Daughter Roman Catholic 
Mullin Michael 15 Male Son Roman Catholic 
Mullin Mark 13 Male Son Roman Catholic 
Muthin Marun 12 Male Son Roman Catholic 


The fact that | had not been able to find a Thomas and Delia doesn't prove that was he 
actually was the son of Patrick and Mary Mullen but does suggest he was more than likely 
their son. A mistake was likely made on the 1910 passenger list. 


My research on Thomas stood there until recently. My Uncle Ted and cousin Judy shared 
some photos with me, one of which included Helen Mullen-Mason and her sister Bridget aka 
Delia, aka Sister Mary Kathleen, and an unknown man. 


| wondered if the unknown man could have been Thomas their brother? 


| decided to try to confirm that Thomas came to this country and search for any photos of him 
posted online. 
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| found a WWI Draft Card for him at Ancestry.com which also suggested that Thomas had 
indeed come to America and settled in Chicago. He gave the name and address of my Great- 
Grandmother Helen Mullen-Mason, Mrs. Fred Mason, which was the strongest proof yet of a 
link to my family. | felt confident that Thomas came to this country after seeing this but 
wanted a document stating who his parents were and an identified photo of him to compare 
with. 
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The draft card provided a physical description of Thomas Mullen. He is described as tall with 
black hair, and gray eyes. The 1910 Passenger list for Thomas Mullen said he was 5'10 and 
had brown eyes and black hair. | found that eye color can be interpreted in many ways 
especially if someone had hazel eyes the color description can vary from document to 
document. In 1918 I would say he would have been considered tall. The man in the photo 
also is taller than his sisters who were about 5'4 to 5'6 . 
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| was also able to locate a naturalization index record online for Thomas. The witnesses on 
this card are Mark Jennings and Fredrick Bennett. The date of birth is the same as the draft 
card but he was living at a different address in Chicago in 1915. Mark Jennings would have 
been a cousin of Thomas. 
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| have the civil registration birth record for Thomas but not a church record because many 
pages are missing from the church register. The civil registration records for most of the 
Mullen children are wrong because the family tended to register their children late. In order to 
avoid a fine they gave a later birth date for their children. Here we see Patrick and Mary 
register the birth of a Thomas in June of 1884 instead of May. My Great-Grandmother’s birth 
was registered very late and apparently the family was fined. With birth dates that don't 
match | needed to continue searching. 
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| had a great deal of trouble tracking Thomas after he appeared on the draft card. | couldn't 
find him in Chicago on the 1920, 1930, or 1940 Census for Chicago? | figured | would need 
to search country wide. The only Thomas Mullen matching what we know about his age and 
place of birth was in Arizona according to US Census records. He was never listed with 
family, but instead seemed to be working away from his family. He is said to have been 
married according to the Census records. | wasn't able to find a marriage record in Arizona or 


Illinois for him? 


In 1930 a Thomas P Mullen is listed on the US Census in Ajo, Pima County, Arizona. He is 46 
years old and born in Ireland. Census day was April 1st when Thomas would have been 45. 
Since ages on the census can be wrong this slight discrepancy doesn't mean he isn't our 
Thomas. Also his age was initially given as 44 then crossed out and corrected. He is listed as 


a rigger in a copper mine. 
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In 1940 a Thomas P, Mullen is working in a Cotton Mill in Phoenix, Arizona. He is 55 years 
old on census day which was April 1st 1940. He was born in Ireland also. This matches with 
our Thomas would have turned 56 in May of that year. 
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| was not able to find a good match for Thomas anywhere else in the country so | figured 
these census entries were likely for him or maybe he went back to Ireland? 


Concentrating on Arizona | finally had a breakthrough. | found an obituary for our Thomas 
Mullen from 1966 confirming Bridget "Delia" or Sister Mary Kathleen was indeed his sister. It 
also states Edwin Mason was his nephew. Edwin was the son of Helen Mullen-Mason my 
Great-Grandmother. My Great-Grandmother died in 1960, which is likely why her name isn't 
included. I'm not sure why other nieces and nephews weren't mentioned? My Grandmother 
Dorothy Mason-Kapple wasn't mention nor her siblings Mary or Frank? Edwin was the only 
child of Helen named. 


Thomas P. Mullin ing to Phoenix in 1945, died Mon- 
day in Sacred Heart Home, 

Thomas Patrick Mullin, 81, 110 Nn. 16th st 
who was emploved 15 years by Rosary will be recited at 4 


2 : Se a pm. today in the home. Re- 
a transportation service in Chi- quiem High Mass will be sung in 


cago before retiring and movy- Sacred Heart Home Chapel at 9 
a.m. tomorrow. Burial will be 
in St. Francis Cemetery, Whit- 
ney and Murphy Funeral Home 
announced 


Mr. Mullin, a native of Ire 
md, is survived by a sister, 


Oddly the obituary states Thomas migrated from Chicago to Phoenix in 1945? The US 
Census for 1930 and 1940 Arizona does have a Thomas P. Mullen matching the man in the 
obituaries full name. The obituary states he worked for 15 years for a Chicago Transportation 
service. | still think however it's likely to be the same man. So why doesn't the description of 
Thomas in the obituary match with these men? It could be he spent part of the year when the 
weather was bad working in Arizona. His work in Chicago might have been seasonal? 


The photo of my Great-Grandmother with her sister and an unknown man looks like it may 
have been taken in the 1950's somewhere in the west | would guess? My Great- 
Grandmother was in California in the 1950's so it may have been taken there or if Thomas is 
in the photo the siblings could have had a reunion in Arizona? I'm still trying to find a marked 
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photo of Thomas. It appears if he did have a wife or children he may have been estranged 
from them or he married and had no children? It's also possible he never married? 


I'm happy with everything I've found even though | haven't confirmed who is in the photo. | 
feel like | have at least confirmed our Thomas Mullen came to the United States and 


remained here until his death. 


If anyone has any additional information please contact me at annettekapple@gmail.com. 


Monday, November 2, 2020 


Searching Irish Election Rolls/ Plus Irish 
2019 Election In My Family Area 


Electoral Registers Ireland 
Electoral registers were first introduced in 1832 with the Great Reform Act. The 1850 Reform 
Act entitled men owning or leasing property valued at £10 to vote. In order to vote in 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2020-12-07T 14:48:00-08:00&max-results=80&start=51 &by-date=false 7/33 


1/18/24, 12:05 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 
Parliamentary elections those holding leases had to have property valued at £12 a 
year. Women holding property could vote in local elections, but could not vote in 
Parliamentary elections. Most Irish men rented property from year to year and didn't meet 
earlier requirements which required a life lease on property to vote. The Reform Act of 1884 
lowered requirements and renters who paid £10 in annual rent, and owners with property 
valued at £10 could vote. Although the 1884 act expanded the electorate 40% of adult males 
still couldn't vote. 


The 1885-1886 registers are the most inclusive ones available online at Findmypast.ie. 
Registers for the areas of Dublin 1908-1915, and Clare for earlier years are available online 


at Findmypast.ie. 


The Co. Clare register for 1860 included the information in the image below. 


The coverage of the 1885-1886 registers are listed as follows at Findmypast.ie (they are the 
ones held by the British Library). 


v Coverage 


The few regesters held by the British Library are bsted below 

County Armagh - Mid Division, North Division and South Division 

County Down - Newry 

County Fermanagh ~ North Division and South Division 

County Kildare - North Division and Sauth Division 

County Limenck - Lamernck City 

County Mayo - East Division, North Division, South Division and West Division 
County Meath ~- North Division and South Division 

County Roscommon — North Division and South Division 

County Tytone - East Division, Mid Division, North Division and South Division 
County Westmeath - North Division and South Division 

County Wexford - North Division and South Division 


County Wicklow - East Division and West Devision 


| found one ancestor on these voting registers. Thomas Huane of Fallakeeran, Co. Mayo, 
Ireland was on the rolls for 1885-1886. He was listed as a lessor on a house and garden on 
Griffith's Valuation in 1856. He was also listed as a renter of a house and land in 1856. It's 
nice to know the Huanes weren't destitute, and met the qualifications to vote in 1884. 
Unfortunately there are no rolls for Galway online so | could not find my Mullen family. 
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Sed Huan, Stephen Creevoeeshell 
201 | Huane, roe + | Pallukeeran 
308 Huane, ; w. | Shanvallyboght 
204 | Huane, John ess sient 
205 | Hughes, Thomas William .. | Curraghadoosy 


The sons of Thomas Huane/Huvane didn't pay the Poor Rate on their property in Fallakeeran 
in 1909 when they appeared in petty sessions court in Ballindine. In order to vote rates had 
to be paid; so Thomas Jr. and Stephen likely were barred from voting. 
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As the years passed the electorate kept expanding until it included all adult men and 
women. 


2019 Visit During Election 


| visited Ireland in 2019 when they were having an important election which also addressed 
divorce laws along with electing officials. 


HELP REDU 
: INANCIAL . 
DISTRESS 


DIVORCE 
REFERENDUM 


When | travel | love observing the local cultures and traditions. In Ireland campaign ads are 
banned from TV. This seems to create more traditional style campaigns where those running 
meet with voters. This style of voting is outline by Hugh Linehan in an NPR interview. He is a 
host of the /rish Times Inside Politics podcast. "LINEHAN: You're quite right. It is a small 
country of about 4.8 million people, so it's about the population of Alabama. And it's a very 
kind of a gregarious, you know, intimate kind of a country. We don't have six degrees of 
separation. You'd be lucky to get two degrees of separation. You know, a very common 
opening line in a conversation is, oh, | used to know your mother, you know? So everybody 
knows their politicians very often. You know, I've met all my local politicians and not just 
because I'm a journalist. Everybody's kind of had a personal contact with people. So the 
doorstep - showing up on the doorstep and saying hello to people is important. Every day this 
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week when I'm cooking the dinner, my doorbell has rung and there's been a politician on the 
doorstep asking for my vote." 


Here we see some of the political campaigners sitting on the trunk of a car outside a voting 
location in my ancestral area of Tuam in 2019. Election day seems to have a jovial 
celebratory feel in Ireland. You can sit outside the polling place and have a few drinks after 
the hard fought election is over. 


How do you get voters' attention without TV ads? You can use loudspeakers mounted on 
Cars and signs on cars. 
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Leh 


Danny Healy-Kae 


Signs are important too. Signs are mounted on poles, fences, and lawns everywhere during 
elections. 
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There is one main highway in Tuam which meant there was a traffic jam on election day 
2019. 


The winners of races in Ireland put thank you signs on their signs after winning the election. 


INDEPENDENT 


TIME COUNCILLOA 


MACK RECORD 


Dublin signs are often placed high on poles; likely for visibility and to avoid sign theft. 
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The old electoral rolls can add to our knowledge of our ancestors. | learned that my ancestor 
Thomas Huane met the qualifications to vote and therefore was in a better financial position 
than 40% of the male population over 21. With so many records lost any additional 
information is appreciated including the electoral registers. 


(PS: The divorce laws were loosened as a result of the 2019 election). 


Monday, October 26, 2020 


My Grandmother's Halloween Costume/ The 
Attempted Murder of Julia Kurta 


Grandmother's Halloween Costume 


In the 1930's some of my maternal Forgey family neighbors belonged to a conservative 
religious sect that didn't believe in many celebrations such as Halloween. They also were 
against people going to the movies or stage shows even. They weren't used to seeing people 
dressed in Halloween costumes either. When my Grandmother Graciela Del Castillo-Forgey 
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dressed up for a Halloween party she decided to show one of the neighbors her costume, 
unfortunately, it shocked this female neighbor. The poor neighbor nearly fainted she was so 
shocked, my mother told me. My mother said the blood drained out of her face. 


My Grandmother was dressed in a wedding outfit which was out of style by the 1930's. So it 
wasn't particularly scary. Not like some sort of costume with blood dripping or something 
really scary. I'm not sure if a religious sentiment caused the shock or this neighbor recalled 
an earlier time and thought my grandmother was a ghost? People in this era also might be 
influenced by the spiritualism that was very popular in the previous decade of the 1920's. 
They believed it was possible ghostly apparitions could appear. 


| love this photo of my grandmother wearing her costume. | love that she enjoyed 
participating in holiday celebrations. The story about the neighbor adds interest to the photo 
for me. 


iy * 


The Scary Kurta Story 
According to the spiritualists of the 1920's unquiet dead may comeback to haunt us later. The 
sad deaths and an attempted murder of my Great-Great Aunt Julia Kurta may have produced 
unquiet spirits, who knows? 


Below | outline the events leading to the attempted murder of my Great-Great Aunt Julia 
Kurta. 


The story starts with the marriage of my Great-Great Aunt Julia Kurta the photo below is 


likely the wedding photo of Julia and her husband Andrew Deutsch although, | haven't been 
able to confirm it? They married in 1902 in Allentown, Pennsylvania. 
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The birth of several children followed in the proceeding years. Andrew Deutsch Jr. was born 
23 May 1905 in Pennsylvania. He married Margaret C. Moser in 1928. I'm not sure if the 
wedding photo below is of them or another of the Deutsch/Kurta children? 


Sadly a happy fishing trip in 1937 taken with his father Andrew Deutsch Sr., and others, 
ended in a tragic car accident which resulted in the death of Andrew Jr. and the serious injury 
of Andrew Sr.. This newspaper article from the April 16, 1937 Standard Sentinel, morning 
edition, outlines exactly what happened. 
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FISHERMEN KILLED 
RETURNING HOME 


Andrew Deutsch, 31, of Allentown, |, 
was almost instantly killed last 
night and three others were injured |, 
when their car left the Newburg- 
Bath highway, one mile north of |, 
Newburg, Northampton county, and 
overturned in a wheat field. The], 
men were returning from a fishing 
trip to the Pocono Mountains, 

Injured are Andrew Deutsch, Sr., 
56, father of the dead man, shoulder- 
blade fracture; Lester Kern, 17, 
Macungie, R. 1, and Robert Turner, 
$1, Allentown, spine injuries. 

Dr, W. Calvin Nickel, Northamp- 
ton county coroner, and highway 
patrol officers are investigating the 
accident. 
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Andrew Deutsch's death certificate states he died of a fractured skull. Another local 
newspaper states he went through the roof of the car which apparently led to his skull 
fracture. According to the death certificate Andrew Jr. was employed by the Pepsi-Cola 
bottling company at the time of his early death. 
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The death of his son, and possibly his own injuries, may have led to Andrew Deutsch Sr.'s 
mental deterioration? Although years earlier Andrew Sr. was a defendant in a case 
concerning assault, | have not found him in court records in any other cases. 


Months after the tragic fishing trip in November 1937 Andrew Deutsch Sr. went on a hunting 
trip and on his return he quarreled with his wife, my Great-Great Aunt Julia nee Kurta. He 
evidently was so enraged he got his shotgun and took some shots at her from the front porch 
of their house as she fled, according to one account. She was struck in the leg and hip by 
bullets. 
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FAILING TO KILL WIFE, 
MAN ENDS OWN LIFE 


ALLENTOWN, Nov. 17.—(AP)— 
56. shot and killed ~ 
himself yesterday after what Coro- 
ner Alexander M. Peters said Was a 
fulile altempt to shoot his wife. Dr. 
Peters said Deutsch quarreled with his 
wife, Julia, 55; and fired a shotgun at 
her as she fled. Deutsch then turned 
the gun on himself, Dr. Peters said. 


According to another newspaper account he then went up to the 3rd floor of the house and 
shot himself in the head. His death certificate states the cause of death was suicide. 


This is a photo of the Andrew Deutsch Sr. and Julia Kurta attached house. | circled the 3rd 
floor windows where the suicide occurred. We can imagine, with the houses so close 
together, the neighbors heard everything and must have been shocked. | can just picture 
Andrew Sr. standing on the front porch while Julia escaped. 
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| don't know if the previous injuries Andrew Sr. sustained or the death of his son led to this 
deranged behavior or he was just hot tempered? Another account of these events said 
Andrew Sr. had been drinking, which also likely contributed to his attack on his wife. The 
tragic deaths in this family might lead those who believe in ghosts to speculate that the spirits 
of this family remain wandering the earth unable to rest, or they haunt the family house. 
Maybe? Julia didn't stick around to find out. She moved in with her brother Joseph Kurta and 
his family. 


My Great-Great Aunt Julia Kurta-Deutsch went on to live a long life dying 2 Feb 1973. She 
lived to be 89 years old. At least her life appeared to have a happy ending. 


Happy Halloween! 
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Wednesday, September 30, 2020 


US Alien Registration Files/What did I find 
in my Great-Great Aunt's file? 


My Great-Great Aunt Bridget Mullen was born in February 1888 in Milltown, Co. Galway, 
Ireland. | knew she had immigrated to the United States like her sister my Great- 
Grandmother Helen Mullen-Mason. | didn't know when but did find a Bridget Mullen born 
about 1888 from Milltown on a passenger list for the ship S. S. Teutonic in 1907. My great- 
grandmother was already here and was married with a daughter. | also found what | thought 
could be her on the 1910 US Census for Chicago. Bridget didn't marry but instead she 
became a Nun about 1911. She took the name Sister Mary Kathleen when she joined the 
convent. 


My father enjoyed visiting with her, but | had never met her even though she lived until the 
age of 103. She had lived in both Chicago, Illinois and Davenport, lowa and | hadn't visited 
either of those places until recently. | live in Southern California and didn't have the time to 
make the trip to ancestral areas until recently. 


An uncle and cousin were nice to share some digitized photos with me. There were 
unmarked photos included in these photos. I've been using naturalization and other 
immigrant files to help identify people in the unmarked photos. 


| assumed a nun in many of the photos was Sister Mary Kathleen Mullen. A man with Sister 
Mary Kathleen and my Great-Grandmother Helen was a mystery to me? Who is he? Could it 
have been her brother Thomas? Did Thomas come to America? | didn't know. 
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According to available census records for Sister Mary Kathleen she hadn't naturalized as of 
1940. | searched for a naturalization record in the places she lived but never found one. My 
father said a relative was naturalized through an act of congress. | wondered if she was? 


Since | didn't find any naturalization for her I've been searching for another record collection 
that might answer my questions about her. Alien files were created for US residents who 
weren't citizens in the 1940's. Aliens were required to register with the government. The 
registration documents were kept in the files along with all interactions the alien had with the 
INS. 


This is a great video about Alien Files: TMCC Genealogy - Alien Registration Files 


When | learned about the Alien Files (aka A-Files) | searched for a record for Sister Mary 
Kathleen (you can read more about alien files here). There is an index for these files on the 
National Archives Catalog and at Ancestry.com. | didn't find one under that name but did find 
one under the name Bridget Mullen, her birth name. The birth year a date for this Bridget 
were corrected so | figured that was her, but | wasn't completely sure. 
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Meecrs Group Sttc 
Hen ti Be thie fhe Unit cartes records, soe of etich ray not be avaliable oclice 
I tanh A OOY tet fede ane (Ont ist Te Hall Ante 
Sere: Addimocal information Adoet thes File Vet A 
National Archives boentifier 
Fle Unt 
Alem Cocus File few 
Beadgut Muller Local }entifier 
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Comemnent 


| decided to contact the National Archives in Kansas to ask about the file and cost of getting a 
copy. They confirmed it was the correct file. | then ordered a copy. The cost was $27, it would 
have cost me $65 if | ordered it from the US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) . 
The archivist who responded to my request was very nice and quickly made copies of the 
information and sent them to me. | wasn't expecting that as the staff was only allowed in the 
offices for a limited amount of time because of the COVID pandemic. 


Email from archive: 
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What was | hoping to find? 


What did | hope to find in the file? | hoped to confirm that the photos were of her because a 
photo was required for the Alien Registration cards. | wanted to confirm | had the correct 
passenger list for her. | wanted to know whether she ever naturalized and how? | also didn't 
have any documents where my Irish immigrant family identified their parents and place of 
birth and hoped that information would be on these documents. | was hoping other relatives 
who immigrated to America may show up on these documents. 


What | received 


| received 25 pages of documents and photos. 


Page 1 


Was just a citation for the source of the information at the National Archives Kansas. 


For citation purposes 

Records Copied at the National Archives at Kansas City 

Record Group 566, Records of the U.S, Citizenship and Immigration Services 
Department of Justice. Immigration and Naturalization Service 

Alien Case Files. 1944-2003 

Alien Case File A4163597 Bndget Mullen 

National Archives Identifier: 5291041 


Page 2 


This page immediately confirmed that Sister Mary Kathleen Mullen did naturalize because 
this is her naturalization certificate. The photo was a duplicate of one | received from my 
uncle and cousin. Two questions already answered. 
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Page 3 
This page was a mostly blank page with just a stamp for when the INS received the 
naturalization documents. 


1 Avi 43 | 
Page 4 


This page was a copy of Sister Mary Kathleen's naturalization petition. It confirmed her place 
and date of birth. There are disagreements in the records regarding the day of birth. Some 
records say February 1st and some 2nd. Her civil birth record in Ireland is completely wrong 
because the family was hiding the fact they registered her birth late and they wanted to avoid 
a penalty. Her church birth record is missing. 


This record also confirms that the passenger list | have a copy of is the correct one for her. 
She did indeed arrive on the Teutonic in May of 1907. 
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Page 5 


This page was the witnesses affidavit for naturalization. | was hoping the witnesses would 


include a relative. No, her witnesses were also Nuns. 
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Page 6 


This page contained a document called Statement of Facts for Preparation of Petition. It 
basically contained the same information the petition did. | hadn't found this document before 


in my other immigrant ancestors files. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS FOR PREPARATION OF PRITTION 
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Page 7 


This page was the 2nd page of the document Statement of Facts for Preparation of Petition. 
This is what | was hoping for not only was her place of birth confirmed again but her parents 
names were listed. Now | have a document Mary Kathleen provided information for that 


states who her parents were. 
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Page 8 


This document was called Application to File a Petition for Naturalization. This gave the name 
of her employer which was Immaculate Conception Academy, lowa. 
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Page 9 


This document was the 2nd page of the Application to File a Petition for Naturalization. 
Mainly check boxes. | guess nuns weren't required to pay income tax. 
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Page 10 

This is a Certificate of Admission card which was produced to officially verify Mary Kathleen's 
arrival information. | believe the cousin listed as a person she was going to meets name was 
actually a cousin named Martin Jennings not Timmins. 


Page 11 
A cover page for a call for an interview. 


4 163-597 
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Page 12 
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A page with a notation regarding a call either in person or on the phone likely to ask her 
questions about her filing for naturalization. It said they called on her and she wasn't home. 
She was on vacation on that day in 1956. | wondered if she came out west to California to 
visit her sister, my Great-Grandmother Helen, who had relocated to California with her family 
in the 1940's? | wondered if that was when the photo was taken I'm trying to identify the 
unknown man in? 


Page 13 

A cover message letter the request for information on Sister Mary Kathleen's arrival 
information at Ellis Island. Oddly they asked if she still lived in New York but she never lived 
there. She came and joined her family who had settled early in Chicago. 


4 163 977 (if) 
TMistrict Mrectors Hew Jork.@3, /iew Tork dune 13, 1956 


Staniay F. Perryman, Acting District Director, haha, Mebr. 


Ki) ery 1) annay peony ay 


MULLEN, MANY KATHLEEN ((DORT MILLAN or Sister Mary Exthiean Mullen) 
Tour Aw360 dated May 2k, 3956. 


Your Form 0-360 requesting subject's file ts returned: herewtth, 
Sub ject submitted Form N~j00 to this office on May 17, 1956, wich 
in turn vas forwarded your office for veriffestion of arrival. 


Meee acvise Af mubject 1 sow residing tn Wow Toriet 


Page 14 
Just contained page 2 of the above letter with a typed date and nothing else. 


Page 15 


A document from the INS requesting information from the FBI regarding Sister Mary 
Kathleen. 
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Page 16 


This page contains Sister Mary Kathleen's fingerprints. They were needed to compare with 
FBI files to make sure she didn't have a criminal record. 


Page 17 


Apparently the first set of fingerprints sent to the FBI weren't clear enough. A document 
explaining how to get clear fingerprints was than provided. 
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Page 18 
This document provides the outcome of the FBI investigation. As expected Sister Mary 
Kathleen had no criminal record or file with them. 


Page 19 
Another document regarding the request for arrival information for Sister Mary Kathleen. 
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Page 20 

Now finally an Alien Registration document. This was the postcard all non US Citizens were 
required to return in the early 1940's. The postmark is dated June 21st 1941. It's postmarked 
Chicago. Sister Mary Kathleen divided her time between Chicago where her sister and her 
sister's family lived, and where her order's mother house was located in lowa. 
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Page 21 
The opposite side of the postcard with the form information. 
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Copied al the National Archives dt Kanes City 


Page 22 
A longer Alien Registration form filled out in 1940. It contains much of the same information 


as found on Sister Mary Kathleen petition for naturalization. 


Page 23 


This is page 2 of the Alien Registration long form. It confirms that Sister Mary Kathleen 
became a nun about 1911. It also has another of her fingerprints. | now have the first set of 


fingerprints of a relative. 
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There was a question about family members living in the United States but unfortunately it 
only referred to immediate family, and didn't provide any spaces to write the names of family 


members. 


13.21 have the following specified relatives living in the United States: 


Parent(s) i eee .-. Husband or wife SEN... (3 Sor _ ee ~ tt a te. 
(XONR Of ONE. OR BOTID (Yee OR NOD (NUMERR? 


14. Tout have not seeeeee heen arrested or indicted for, or convicted of any offense (or offenses). These offenses are: 
“Gave. HAVE xOD 
Nature of offense Date of arrest Piace of arrest Disposition of case 
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Pages 24 and 25 
These pages are just two identical photos of sister Mary Kathleen Mullen for her Alien 


Registration. 
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These documents did answer many of my questions and confirmed some of my speculations. 
| had believed that Sister Mary Kathleen's brother Thomas also came to America. | was 
hoping to find his name in these documents to confirm that. I've been wondering if Thomas 
was the unknown man posing with his sisters in the photo I've been trying to identify the 
people in. The little girl in the photo is also unidentified. | will blog about what I've learned 
subsequently in a later post. 
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CY More Mgmail.c Dashboard Sign Out 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Saturday, September 12, 2020 


A Southern California Family Through the 
Years/ Sorting through family photos 


Introduction 


My maternal grandparents first settled in California in 1925. Charles Lynn Forgey and his 


Nicaraguan born wife Graciela del Castillo met while my Indiana born grandfather was Search This 
serving in that country as a US Marine. My mother was born in Nicaragua in 1921. | was born Blog 
in California in 1963 (I was my parents only child born when my mother was 42). Traces of an 


earlier era in California could still be seen when | was a young child. My parents also shared 
their stories of early days. My father's recollection of Southern California history only went : 
back to the period just after WWII when his family migrated to Los Angeles from Chicago. My Blog List 


Most of the photos below were recently sent to me by an Aunt and I’m still trying to identify Geneabloggers 
some of the people in them. Blogiversary 
Spotlight: Empty 


My mother Edna Forgey-Kapple's memory went back to California in the 1920's. She passed planes Une 


; ; ; Family Tree 
away in 2015. She often shared her early memories of California. 2 days ago 
Her earliest memory was arriving at the port of Los Angeles in 1925. Her father was already WW 
in California and met her mother and herself at the dock with a Nicaraguan family friend. The Arlene Eakle's 
. ; : ; Tennessee Blog 
Nicaraguan recently relocated to California and he asked my 4 year old mother if she The DAR. The 
remembered him, which she did. WPA, and your 
Genealogy 
3 
1920’s thru 1930’s es 
The photo below was taken of my mother Edna soon after the family arrived in California in 
1925. The palm trees remind me of a song about California. The song “Home In Pasadena“ Followers 


lyrics talk about being “under the palms in someone’s arms’. 
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Another photo my family kept shows a little girl standing in the yard of a palm lined 
street. This little girl is named Mary Rita and she died as a child according to the back. 
Unfortunately there is no surname to identify her? 


There is a shadow of a palm in this photo. 
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View my complete 
profile 


Feedjit 


The family originally settled in bungalow court style housing in San Pedro. The photo below 
would have been taken in late 1926 after my aunt Grace was born. As you can see she was 
just learning to walk. 


The photo below was likely taken at Venice, California where canals were dug to imitate the 
Venetian Canals. Spending time at the beach would have been nice for the family in the hot 
summers in California. 
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About 1928 my family relocated from the beach area to the hot dry San Fernando Valley. 
Sadly | don't think we have any photos of that first house. The photo below may have been 
taken in the yard of the house my grandfather built in La Cresenta. 


Below is a photo of the entire Forgey brood somewhere in their new location home in the San 
Fernando Valley. 
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When the depression hit in 1929 the family lost the house and property and began renting 
houses in nearby Glendale. The house below is one of the houses the family rented in the 
1930's. Blue collar working class workers generally lived in 2 bedroom 1 bath houses of 
about 900 or 1000 sq ft. Highly skilled blue collar workers could live in larger two story 
houses that were probably 1400 to 2000 sq ft. It was generally white collar workers who lived 
in the 2 story craftsman houses however. In the 1930’s apartments began to be popular with 
renters from working class families. 


This photo appears to be a photo taken in front of a similar house. The rock pillars were a 
typical feature of California bungalows. Large rocks are numerous in the mountains near 
Glendale. The photo appears to be of my aunt Grace one of her twin brothers and aunt 
Dorothy. | enhanced the photo and colorized it at My Heritage. 
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Play dates were appear to have been popular with mothers and children spending time 
playing and chatting. 


Here my mother Edna (in the print dress) is hanging out with her fellow girls scouts and her 
siblings. The blonde girl far left is the troop leader Bunny's daughter. 
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Friends of the Forgey family sporting the latest fashions sometimes appear in the family 
photos. 


Someone called the "First Lady of Glendale" Dora Verdugo became a friend of the family in 
Glendale. Her family received a 36,000 acre Spanish land grant covering all of what today is 
Glendale. The photos below appear to have been given to our family by Dora. The portrait 
photo appears to be of her, and the group photo was likely taken near the old Verdugo 
homestead and adobe. Dora said her heart was always a part of that place. 
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The outings the family took from home were similar to the rest of the community. In Southern 
California we do something called "going to the snow" in winter. In many parts of the country 
the snow comes to you, but in most of California we have to go to the mountains to find it. 


More snow photos from the late 1920's or early 1930's. They may have been taken at Lake 
Arrowhead, California? 
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Being a hot place in summer the family spent time relaxing away from home. Below we find 
the Forgey family spending the day at Big Tujunga creek not far from Glendale. 
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Many years the family would pack into their old model T and head to the beach. They would 
camp at Laguna beach and my grandfather would fish in nearby San Clemente. 


The photos below show family and friends at the beach. Its interesting that the women are 
dressed up in heels on the beach. 
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The family would often join friends and family at the beach. The photo below appears to be of 
Francisco Alvarado Granizo and his wife Germaine taken in the 1920's or 1930's. Francisco 
was grandmother Graciela's cousin and godfather. 
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The family also loved taking a boat out to Catalina Island off the California coast. 


Ati \ 


Picnicking was a popular pastime in early to mid century California. State themed picnics 
drew thousands of people. The lowa picnic in Ontario and the All States picnic in Long Beach 
were very popular. I'm not sure where the picnic below took place or who sponsored it? The 
photo shows a typical park of that era and the Forgey children have grown from earlier 
photos. 
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The family could also travel farther north to Sequoia. 


Life was far from all play, during the Great Depression especially. My grandfather Charles 
Forgey worked as a carpenter when the family first arrived in California. During the early 30’s 
he trained to become a landscape gardener. He loved being outdoors, living in small houses 
with a large family | can understand why. He worked at some very posh residences during his 
gardening career in the Los Angeles area. Below you can see one of the houses he worked 
at through the trees. 
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The photo of the women with the dogs may have been taken in a clients yard? My 
grandmother toured a kennel at a home my grandfather worked at and she said the dogs 


lived better than her family. Apparently the family was wealthy enough to provide a very 
comfortable roomy kennel for the dogs. 


When my grandfather Charles Forgey wasn't working he enjoyed painting. Below his wife 


and children are in front of their house with some of his paintings. He enjoyed photography 
also. 
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Underneath the normal appearances in the photos there was the ugly reality of the Great 
Depression followed by WWII. 


My mother felt the stigma of many who received handouts meant to discourage people from 
seeking assistance. My mother told me that she received a coat given to people on relief and 
the coat made those wearing it stand out. I’m thinking the striped coat she has in this photo 
was probably what she was referring to? It would definitely make you conspicuous. 


Some thought an easy way out of the difficult economic times for their families would be to 
get their children into show business. Many children in Glendale were enrolled in the Meglin 
Kiddies dance school. Children from that school often appeared in Our Gang shorts. 


As you can see from the photo below a distant Nicaraguan cousin hoped to make it big in 
show business someday. Here she is dressed for a hoped for movie role. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2020-09-30T 12:18:00-07:00&max-results=80&start=55&by-date=false 16/23 


1/18/24, 12:04 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


1940’s thru 1950’s 

Around 1940 the Forgey family stopped renting houses in Glendale and purchased a house 
and some property in Puente, California (La Puente now). The Forgeys had enough land to 
start a small farm. Below the now older Forgey children, and friend, stand next to some of the 


crops. 


Below my mother and grandfather sit in front of the Forgey family home in Puente. My 
Forgey grandparents owned the house for over 35 years. 
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Soon after the family moved to Puente WWII started. The economic situation improved but 
the rationing and blackouts made life challenging. My grandfather got a job working at 
Douglas Aircraft in shipping and receiving. He was able to afford to add an additional 
bedroom to the two room house. 


Below is a photo of Aunt Grace and her date at the prom for El Monte High School students. 
She worked at a candy stand in Los Angeles in order to buy a formal dress. 


Below the Forgey teens, and older sister and friend, line up in the traditional style in the 
Forgey yard. 
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The Forgey boys were too young to serve in the military during WWII. Forgey family and 
friends did serve and sent their photos to the family. 


My grandfather continued his outdoor lifestyle continuing to garden, and sit in his favorite 
place on his front porch. He enjoyed hunting, fishing, and traveling to the High Sierras. Below 
he is in his yard caring for his extensive gun collection. 


My twin uncles joined the Navy as soon as they were old enough in the late 1940's. 
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The photo of uncles Charles and Cecil dressed as sailors was a portent of their future stint in 
the Navy. 


Children again were photographed at the Forgey home as grandchildren were born. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2020-09-30T 12:18:00-07:00&max-results=80&start=55&by-date=false 20/23 


1/18/24, 12:04 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


The California tradition of going to the snow continued after the move to the San Gabriel 
Valley. Here we see my aunts and uncles spending a day in the mountain snow. 


Here | am in the snow as a child. Continuing the California tradition in the 1970's. 
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This was just a sampling of the many photos my family has taken here in California over the 
decades. 
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| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Thursday, August 20, 2020 


Using Newspapers Can Lead To Some 
Surprises/ They could lead to photos 


Newspapers have proven to be my best resource the past month. A photo posted 
at FamilySearch for my great-uncle who was killed in WWII led me back to researching in 


newspapers. 
Search This 

I've been searching for a photo of my great-uncle William Kappel for years. | was so happy to Blog 

see his photo in the photo hints at Familysearch.org. The photo below obviously looks like it 

came from a newspaper. 
My Blog List 


Geneabloggers 
Blogiversary 
Spotlight: Empty 
Branches on the 
Family Tree 

2 days ago 


Arlene Eakle's 
Tennessee Blog 
The DAR, The 
WPA, and your 
Genealogy 

3 years ago 


There was no source citation at FamilySearch. | did a little digging and found the same photo 

was attached to his Find A Grave page. There was only a link to a source for the photo Followers 
at Find A Grave. The link took me to the Field of Honor site for Margraten Netherlands 

American Cemetery. | had contributed to my great-uncle's page before. | was contacted by 

the cemetery for a photo of William. Unfortunately my family didn't have one. I'm very glad 

they found one. 
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Other information: Before entering the army November 14, 1942, Pvt 


Kappel was employed by the General American 
Transportation Co, His wife, shortly before his 
induction, joined the war workers at the Pullman 
shipyards and on April 29, 1944, she was signaled 
out because of her faithful service to christen the 
first LSM (landing ship medium). 


Source of information: Raf Dyckmans, Annette Kappel, Astrid van Erp, www.abmc.gov, www.wwiim: jal. ww' COM - 
Reporter and Interment Record, www.history.army.mil, www. ibiblio.org/hyperwar, 


Photo source: www.findagrave.com - Des Philippet / Annette Kappel, www.newspaperarchive.com - Chicago South End Reporter 


Thank goodness there was a source citation on William Kappel's page. | had not been to his 
page in quite a while and didn't know a photo was added. 


According to the citation the photo appeared in a newspaper called the Chicago South End 
Reporter, which was accessed through newspaperarchive.com. | tried to find that paper 
available online for free at Chronicling America and other not for profit sites, but | couldn't find 
it anywhere else. 


| then went to the paid subscription newspaperarchive.com site to find the photo. There was 
no date or page number in the citation so | searched on his name, William J Kappel, and 
filtered my search for just the newspaper in question. This didn't produce any links to the 
photo | was looking for. | thought maybe the name was just misspelled but even using variant 
spellings the correct entry never came up. 


What | finally decided to do was to search page by page through the Chicago Southend 
Reporter for the period just after his death. Doing this, bingo, he appeared on the front page 
of that paper a few weeks after his death. The photo was part of an obituary. 


— 
A MEMORIAL mass will be 
hee* Priday, May 11, at 8:30 am 
at Holy Rosary, | 
church, 113th 
and South Pars, 
for Pvt. William 
J. Kappel, 23, 
who was killed 
im action April 
9 in Germany. 
The husband 
of,yBelle, nee 
Jurkiewice, 350 
E. 119th, he also 
leaves & S'y- 
year - old son, 
Ronald William, : 
2 his mother and 
| several brothers 
es, haweet and sisters. 4 
re ey U.. Ue urimy or, 
'14) 1942, Ho wag wimpldyed by the! 
| Gene American Transportation | 
Co, His wife, snortly betore Kis 
induction, joified the war workers 
at tne Pullman shipyards and on 
April 29, 1944, she way signaled 
out because of her faithful service 
| to christen the first LSM landing 
snip medium). { 
-o-— 
4 


I'm thrilled to finally have a photo of my war hero great-uncle William Kappel. The additional 
information about his work at Pullman and his wife and son are also nice to have. Most of my 
Chicago family members were employed by Pullman. 


The success | had with this newspaper research spurred me to do more. | noticed that 
another newspaper site, newspapers.com, had the Mattoon Journal Gazette available. My 
Mason/Owens ancestors lived in Mattoon from the mid 19th Century. 


| had used newspaperarchive.com before so | was familiar with the filters at that site. 
Generally their filters worked well for me in the past, but failed to bring up the correct article 
this time. | noticed that newspapers.com has fewer filters, which were harder to use | 
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thought. Narrowing dates and finding specific newspapers was a little more difficult for me 
at newspapers.com. 


When searching for my Mason family in the Mattoon Journal Gazette | was able to get some 
hits just searching on the surname using the search feature. | was surprised at how few 
entries there were. Usually you find obituaries, and visiting reports when someone took a trip. 
| was just finding a few mentions regarding illnesses in the family. 


Learning from my previous experiences | decided to check the paper just after my great-great 
grandparents Peter Mason and Mary E. Owens-Mason died. | was able to find write ups 
about their deaths by using this strategy. 


| was thinking there had to be an easier way to find the family in the papers. | then decided to 
use quotation marks and search for each individual family member. That produced much 
better results. | think I've covered the Mattoon Journal Gazette pretty thoroughly now. 


| found several articles about the 1911 death of my great-great grandmother Mary E. Owens- 
Mason. Each mention included more names of people traveling to Mattoon to attend her 
funeral. Most of the Mason family, including Mary, relocated to Chicago around the turn of the 
20th century. Mary died in Chicago in 1911 as detailed in the obituary below. 


{DIES IN CHICAGO —|MRS, GR 
“fue AFTER OPERATION! —SUND/ 


tm that 
s were 
quite a| Remains of Mrs. Mary E. Mason to) Funeral Tues: 
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made a hospital The remains will be|s long time 
permit. brought to this city at 1:38 on Tues | dineases, Th 
in Ire day afternoon and taken at once to| be conductod 
the Immaculate Uonbeption charch,| day afternoor 

| where funeral services will be con | church, Rey 
ducted by Rev. Father Higgins, with | tn charge, “Oo 
burial following in Calvary cemetery.|in Dodge Gro 
myoley.| Srs, Mason was a former resident; Mra Crame 
of this city, moving to Chicago about) old and had «7 
jten years ako. Mre. Charles MoVey)| and near Mat 
lot thie city t# « daughter and was at|hesband, Fre 
peer ithe bedside when death came Mra, Ada Hor 
a: all living fn t! 
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Ida and Vera Mason ‘Claude Mas 
on, all. of Chicago, re m 
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city to attend the funeral of» Mrs. 
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Mrs. Ed Coy and a 
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To Attend Funeral. 

Among those from a distance in the 
city to attend the funeral of Mrs. 
Mary Mason were Mrs. B. Durham, 
und James H. Owens, a_ sister and 
| hrother from St. Louis. two brothers 
J. W. Owens and eGorge Owens and 
a sister T J. Wilkes and the imme. 
(Wate family of the deceased from 
Chicago. 


There were a number of visiting notices in the paper for my Mason/Owens family. These 
notices were always very common. People love to see their names in the paper, which I'm 
sure increased subscriptions. | already knew Josie Durham was my great-grandmother 
Mary's sister. If | hadn't known, this could have turned out to be a key piece of information 
linking the two women. What is interesting is the address. | didn't have the name of the street 
where the family lived. Another newspaper notice gives the address of 4th street. It sounds 
like they lived on the corner of 4th street and Moultrie in Mattoon. 


yu, 


Mrs. Van Diitham and danhter, - 
Miss Thelma, of St. Louis, are the 
}euests of her sister, Mrs. Mason, oi: 
| Moultrie avonue. 

Ed Sehoolv, who is now traveling 
with “A Wise Woman" company, is 


; 


I'm happy with where my research stands on the Mason/Masson family line, but would like 
more documentation for Mary Owens-Mason's family. | was so happy to see Mary's siblings 
listed as attending her funeral. This is further confirmation of her lineage. | will need to 
research some of the other names of people attending to find out if they are relatives? 


| found a few references to my great-grandfather Fred Mason. The first references refer to his 
battle with typhoid fever along with the rest of his family in 1885. 
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Ada Mason was unlucky health wise because later she was also diagnosed with blood 


poisoning. 


Ada and her sister Ida were staunch Catholics according to the many articles I've found for 
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them participating in church activities. Ada apparently was considering becoming a nun 


according to an article in the Mattoon Journal Gazette. Ada is often mentioned as a singer for 


Catholic masses and other entertainments. 


My great-grandfather Fred Mason wasn't that strictly religious apparently; he was arrested for 
theft in 1893. His son Claude followed in his footsteps which | will expand on in another blog 


post. 
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| question, ‘Where are we at?” 
—Last Saturday night Fred Mason |, 
and Harvby Sydenstricker hired a horse 
and buggy at Sanders’ stable for the 
ostensible purpose of driving to the) 
\|Okaw. Instead of 80 doing, however, 
‘| they went to Stewardson and broke into 
‘| three stores, securing considerable plun- 

der. Mason was arrested Monday and 
‘| the stolen property secured. At last 
|| reports Sydenstricker was at large. 


| discovered something that surprised me. | didn't know my great-grandfather was married 
before he married my great-grandmother Helen Mullen. | am surprised it took me 20 years to 
find this out. | found a death notice for his first wife in the Mattoon Journal Gazette. Catherine 
or Kathleen Rafferty-Mason died on 22 October 1899. | was able to find a tree for this couple 
at Ancestry. 


Of Consumption. 

Mrs. Mason, wife of Fred Mason, 
died of consumption, at her home in 
this city Sunday night, October 22. 
The funeral was held Tuesday morn- 
ing at 9:30 o'clock, at the Church of the 
{Immaculate Conception 
took place at Calvary cemetery. 


This tree also listed two children born to this marriage. | had noticed these two children, 
named Vera and Claude, listed with their grandmother Mary on the 1900 and 1910 Census. 
In 1900 they were listed as her children, but in 1910 they were correctly identified as 
grandchildren. | had assumed they were illegitimate children of one of Mary's daughters. 


| was able to confirm Vera and Claude were the children of Fred Mason and his first wife 
using Catholic church records for the Springfield diocese in Illinois. 


SS Metin baplzer France Vio Mone J 


hata. die (5 febnar. ofr 


Ban Nees ob HYschent Rogie 


41 tt PixctvObr. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2020-09-12T 13:33:00-07:00&max-results=80&start=56&by-date=false 6/8 


1/18/24, 12:03 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 
( La {0 J ( v Ha bo aft fi Nees: Sybu pale a MY DES a " 
WZ Predirset Ahan LO bath Law Tpgfia 


' > car ; 
Wedationn. tlAyx, is Dehn . 
V4 


De? Df nrraarnts oR Ohne ney PCa 


. 


ie "\OR AAA EE es 
c eos 7 é Vv 


Claude's godparents were his aunt Ada and uncle Edward 


The most important result of my search for confirmation of Fred's first marriage was 
discovering family photos attached to the tree of a descendant of Vera Mason, my 
grandmother's half sister. | had never seen a photo of my great-great grandparents Peter 
Mason and Mary E. Owens-Mason. That was a very exciting find! The photos also included 
some of their children which | had never seen before. Unfortunately | still don't have a photo 
of my great-grandfather Fred Mason. 


Using online newspapers requires some experimentation when it comes to the search 
features provided. Filters sometimes help narrow the search. Using quotation marks can help 
too. And sometimes you just have to search page by page. | don't assume anymore the 
search provided will pick up all references to a family. It is worth the time and effort because 
the information helps fill in the stories of our families. 
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AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Tuesday, July 28, 2020 


Using A Naturalization Certificate to ID old 
photos/ Plus Learning more about 


Naturalization 
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Spotlight: Empty 
I've spent the last week and a half waiting for the mail carrier to bring me a naturalization Branches on the 
certificate with a photo of my great-aunt Mary Kappel. The mails are slow these days with jy i 


odd gaps in the days when | receive mail. In the past I've never gone days without receiving 


mail like | do now. AN 


Arlene Eakle's 


Last fall | received a bunch of copies of old Kappel family photos. These are the first photos Tennessee Blog 


The DAR, The 
I've ever seen of my great-grandparents and their family. Most of the photos were unmarked. WPA, and your 
| was able to identify my great-grandmother, Mary Kurta-Kappel; otherwise, if the photos Genealogy 
weren't marked | had no idea who was in them? 3 years ago 
Since | now knew what my great-grandmother looked like from identified photos | had a 

Followers 


vague idea of who was in the photo below. The back of the photo also says Koppel (which 
was how the name was spelled in their native Austro-Hungary). I've been to the village the 
family came from, in today's Inzenhof, Austria, so | recognized the place the photo was taken. 
It appears the photo was taken outside a typical local house. | also knew that she visited her 
family in Inzenhof in 1908, and didn't return to the United States until 1910. | inferred the 
identities of the children based on the names on the 1910 passenger list for the family. 
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Koppel from the back of the photo. Written in the local German Script. 


| assumed the eldest daughter in this photo was Mary Kappel, she was the eldest girl in the 
family, who also appeared on the passenger list returning to America. It was just an 
assumption because this photo could have been taken on another earlier visit in 1904 when 
Mary had previously returned for a visit? The children could have been her nieces and 
nephews? 
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1910 Passenger list. 


When | compared the photo above, using facial recognition software, | got a match between 
the child | thought could be Mary, and the woman in the photo below. They were 99.7% alike. 
| assumed they both could be Mary? | had no positively identified photos of her though. 
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Using my access to Ancestry.com through the Los Angeles Public Library | found a 
naturalization for her. | had no idea she was required to naturalize? It was an accidental find 


when | was looking for anything they had on her. | thought the fact her father naturalized 
automatically gave her citizenship? 


Yes, she had to naturalize because she was born in Austro-Hungary in 1900. Her father 
Frank didn't become a citizen until December 1926. If she had been under 18 when he 
became a citizen she would have automatically become a citizen (my grandfather Rudolph 
just made it under the wire. He turned 18 a few months after his father became a citizen). 


It was good for my photo identification project that she did have to naturalize. Sometimes the 
Naturalization Petition had a photo of the applicant. Unfortunately in both the case of Mary 
and her mother neither petition contained a photo. If you want a photo, and the naturalization 
was during the time period photos were taken, then you have to obtain the Certificate of 
Naturalization which is generally only available through the US Citizenship and Immigration 
Services or USCIS. 


You can apply for a copy of the C-File at the website, and it costs $65 for copies of the entire 
file which may contain several pages or just a couple. It's easiest to request a copy using the 
certificate number you can probably find either using an online index to naturalization records 
or by finding a copy of the actual naturalization online that contains the certificate number. 
Without the number you'll have to pay for both an index search and the document retrieval. If 
they search both the index and retrieve the documents the entire process can take over 1 
year. With the certificate number it takes 2 or 3 months. 


Since | tried to contact descendants of Mary Kappel who matched me on my AncestryDNA 
test and | never received a reply my only hope of identifying her in the unmarked photos 
would be through the photo on her certificate of naturalization. | forked over the $65 again 
(which is a bargain because they wanted to raise the price to $300) and waited for the 
documents. That was back in early May. | didn't seem to get the option to view the records 
online this time, like | did when | ordered my great-grandmother Mary's C-file? My request 
was completed July 14th, 2020. | gave it a few days before dashing to the mailbox every time 
| heard the mail carrier. 
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Genealogy Request Case Status Inquiry 


Required fields are marked with an asterisk *. 


Please enter your Genealogy Bequest Case ID and the Requester’s Last Name and First Name 


gy GEN 10110000, CatT1100721222 


* Genealogy Request Case ID; | Gate roma 


” Requester Last Name: | Kapp 


| 
Requester First Name: | Aenete Check Saxts 


Case Stotus Inquiry Result 


Case ID: GEN 10162498 

Type of Request; Record 

Oate Submitted: 5/3/2020 5:59:33 9M 
Current Status; Completed 

Date Completed: 7/14/2020 11:23:51 AM 


a | Pint | 
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US. Ctizenshio avd Inruregration Services (USCES) 


After over a week of running to the mailbox | decided to email USCIS and asked if | could 
possibly view the documents online like before? Someone was nice enough to email the 
documents to me ( just went out and checked my mail again and still no documents?) 
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Looking at the photo on the certificate | wasn't sure if the woman, and child, on my previous 
photos looked alike? They looked somewhat alike to me. Using Familysearch.org "Compare- 
a-Face" and Amazon AWS Rekognition they appear to definitely be the same person. 
Compare-a-Face leaves no doubt with an 100% likeness. 


Annette Kapple 
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Amazon AWS Rekognition is a little more exacting when it comes to comparisons, and | feel 


it's the gold standard for comparisons. Their likeness is 97.9%. | feel like anything over 95% 
means it's a virtual certainty the two photos are of the same person. 


Sunilanity 97 9% 


a -e 


Now | can attach all of these photos to Mary Kappel-Breckinridge at both Ancestry and 
Familysearch.org with confidence. If any of her descendants believe I'm wrong they can 


always contact me. 


| was thinking my days waiting for documents in the mail were gone? Not everything is online 
yet. Nice to finally relax and not have to wait for the mail carrier! That's over, for now. 


Monday, June 22, 2020 


A Y-DNA Test Revealed An Unknown 
Problem then Solved it 


oof HOME myDNA  myTREE  myPROJECTS 


Fam ly | ree DNA 


Forgey/Forgy & Forgie 


30 members 


The beginning of this journey 

This story begins with a book written about our Forgey/Forgy family written in the 1950's 
called "A Genealogical History of Forgy, Forgey and Forgie in America" . In that book the 
author Lucille Forgy Wallace speculated whether all of the early families coming to America 
were related? In 1958 there was no way to prove this because no documents survive that 
would prove or disprove a relationship. All of these families came to America in the 18th 
century. They were ethically Scottish but many of them came from Northern Ireland. Since all 
of these families were coming from the British empire there are no passenger lists to even 
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trace these families back to a specific place, which might prove a relationship. 


I was not able to prove the relationship of the early ones 


coming to America, All came from North Ireland. They evi- 
dently are of the same family. Each has been listed as the head 
of a family, thus the different books. The work will go on, and 
possibly in the future the relationship will be proven. 


From Lucille Forgy Wallace's book 


One of the goals of our Forgey/Forgy & Forgie DNA project at Family Tree DNA has been to 
test the hypothesis that all families carrying these names are related? A distant cousin of 
mine with the surname Forgey was the first to test for our group. That was back in 2011. His 
first match with a related surname was a Forgie. This match was a mismatch by 3 markers 
on 37 markers. Mismatching by this many markers does prove a relation, but that relationship 
would be quite distant going back to Ulster, Ireland or Scotland? 


Initially having only one surname related match | checked the Y-Search and noticed there 
was another Forgy male in that database but that man had a different haplogroup. My distant 
cousin's haplogroup was I- M223 and the Forgy at Y-Search was in a different I-M253 
haplogroup. | felt like maybe we were seeing proof all Forgey/Forgys weren't related? 
According to an Irish surname study and Lucille Wallace's book the Forgey/Forgy and Forgie 
surnames are variants of Ferguson. There are different unrelated Ferguson lines so it's 
possible all people with the surname Forgey etc. aren't related either. 


SU MOMS 2VIBAT ID IMCMUMVULICU LI DOULMALICS UL OCULIAUU. 7 


“Forgie (1) may be from Forgie near onwose (2) A corrup- 
tion of Fergie (Fergus) as Forgieson for Fergus: 


at — —_= — - - - -——- 


My Uncle later tested and matched our first tester and distant cousin on 37 markers. They 
mismatched each other by 1 marker on 37 markers. They are now both in the Big Y project at 
Family Tree DNA, and they now have their own SNP named I-BY19896 which is hundreds of 
years younger than our previous SNP prediction. So we are confident that all of the 
Forgey/Forgys that headed south from Pennsylvania to initially settle Tennessee, along with 
the border area of Virginia, and North Carolina are all related. 


Discovering a different haplogroup and possible different unrelated family line led me to seek 
out more people descended from that line to confirm there was another haplogroup and not 
an NPE. 


A Surprising Thing Happened 

It took me a few years to find another person in that line to test. In 2014 another male in the 
Robert Forgy DNA line tested. A surprising thing happened when his test results came in. He 
didn't match his distant cousin, who was a 5th cousin on paper, or anyone in our Forgey 
group which had now grown larger. Most testers matched the I-M223 haplogroup. This man 
was in a R haplogroup. Now we had two distant cousins who didn't match anyone? Did both 
of these lines have NPE's or just one? We needed more testers to find out. 


Six years later 
Fast forward 6 years later we had someone in another line which had not tested join our 
group. He was from the Hugh Forgey Revolutionary War veteran line. He turned out to be 
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from the very common R-M269 haplogroup also. He had many pages of matches. One of his 
12 marker matches turned out to be our R-M269 match that didn't match his cousin or 
anyone else. Our previous Robert Forgy descendant was only tested on 12 markers. These 
two men were perfect matches on 12 markers. With such a common haplogroup this could 
be a coincidental match? The 12 marker test needed to be upgraded to at least 37 markers, 
which we did. 


Last Friday the upgraded results came in and these two men still match on 37 markers. I'm 
confident now there is a different haplogroup shared by those with these shared surnames. 
The I-M253 haplogroup could unfortunately be an NPE? 


Our two R-M269 haplogroup matches mismatched by 2 markers on 37 markers. Our more 
distantly related testers tend to mismatch by two markers on 37 markers. There definitely 
isn't a close relationship between these two cousins. The relationship could be 300 or more 
years ago. 


Patemal Ancestor Name 


pLM22. Big ¥ FBY 19896 

Forgy Samuel Forgey,b t/2dancd 1770 Ireland M223 
Forgy Samuel Forgy 1726-1770 France M223 
Forgey Andrew Forgey, 1732-1809 Unknown Origin 4223 
Forey Andrew Forgey d 1820 Unknown Ongin |} 223 
Forgey Andrew Forgey 1732-1309 lreland BY 19896 
Forgey Andrew Forgey, 1732-1809 Unknown Origin |-SY 19896 
Forgy Sarnuel Forgy, b 1726 and ¢ 1770 Ireland 1-223 
Forgy Mr. Samuel Forgy, d 1770 Northern Ireland!-L 126 
Forgey Hugh Wilson Forgeyb 1754 and d@ 1837 \reland R-M269 
Forgy Roden Forgy Irefand R-M269 


ans diate Ao die Sede si ee 


Does this prove that all Forgey/Forgys were never related? It certainly could be there was a 
line break hundreds of years ago resulting in different male haplogroups? Both of the R 
haplogroup men do match a Ferguson so it is possible that their surname comes from a 
different Ferguson line. We do now know there were two different male lines going back 
hundreds of years that aren't related. So it appears that all of the men that originally came to 
America were not related through the male line. 


As more people from different surname lines test we might solve more mysteries and find 
more haplogroups. We may solve problems and find new problems to solve. DNA is always 
unpredictable. 


All Forgey/Forgy or Forgies who have tested at Family Tree DNA are 
invited to join our project 


Saturday, June 6, 2020 


Never Give Up/ A lesson from my 
Nicaraguan Research 
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| began my Nicaraguan family history research in 1999. | wasn't sure how to approach it at all 
before | had access to the internet in the early 2000's. | found a LDS Family History Library 
outline for Nicaraguan research posted online which laid out the record types and information 
they provided listed. According to the online church records went back the farthest, but | 
didn't know which parishes my family may have belonged to? | asked my mother and she 
said she provided her baptismal information to the parish church she married in here in 
California. | called that parish and they told me she was baptized at Nuestra Mercedes 
Church in Granada, Nicaragua, but they didn't have a copy of that document anymore. | was 
able to find a photo online of the church. After seeing what the old church looked like, and 
discovering the history of that parish went back to the late 1500's | really wanted to know how 
long our family belonged to that parish. 


The only information on my Grandmother Graciela Del Castillo's family came from her death 
certificate which stated she was born in Granada, Nicaragua in 1893, and her parents’ names 
were Nicasio Del Castillo and Elena Garcia. My mother had no other information. She said 
her grandfather Nicasio was a lawyer in Nicaragua. My mother was brought to America at 
age 3. She couldn't remember much about Nicaragua other than she rode a donkey and 
monkeys threw twigs at the family as they made there way to a ship that brought them to the 
United States. 


Where My Family Journey Started 
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My journey to acquire more information from Nicaragua started in earnest in 2002 when | 
began writing to Nuestra Mercedes church and the civil registration office in Granada, 
Nicaragua. 


| sent $10 for a search of the record books index of Nuestra Mercedes church for the 
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marriage and birth records for the birth of my grandmother Graciela Del Castillo, and 
marriage of her parents Nicasio Del Castillo and Elena Garcia. | had no idea when my great- 
grandparents married but my mother said she believed my grandmother was illegitimate. | 
inferred that maybe they married soon after she was born. | had a date and year for my 
grandmother's birth. This search produced no results. | thought maybe my grandmother's 
family belonged to a different parish? 


The Priest suggested | contact the archdiocese office, which | also did with no response at 


all. 


| wrote a letter to the Civil Registration office in August of 2003 requesting a search for the 
marriage record of my great-grandparents Nicasio Del Castillo and Elena Garcia. No 
response at all either. 
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Someone also working on Nicaraguan genealogy told me the only way to get searches for 
certificates would be to go to the office in person. Since | could not do this myself and didn't 
know of any family still living in Nicaragua | decided to contact the US Embassy in Managua 
and ask for their help. They told me to fax the civil registration office in Granada and they 
gave me their fax number and | faxed them in 2004. This produced no results because my 
friend the Nicaraguan researcher was right. Another person told me that office doesn't 
respond to mail requests, only in person requests. 


In 2005 | wrote to the parish where my mother Edna Forgey-Kapple was baptized again. 
According to the church where she was married Nuestra Mercedes was the church she was 
baptized in. | thought maybe a relative might have been listed on this record which may have 
furthered my research. This time | received no response at all from them, unlike in 2002. 
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| was 0 for 5 when it came to my search requests in Nicaragua. | continued my research off 
and on through Google searches on my names and searches for records online. | also 
posted on genealogy message boards for Nicaragua. | received a response from someone 
who had information on my grandmother Graciela's siblings, their children, and spouses (you 
can read the response | received here at Boletin de Genealogia) . 


When the Managua, Nicaragua civil registration records came online | was able to find some 
of my family's documents because my grandfather Charles Forgey was stationed in Managua 
as a US Marine. This information didn't take me any farther back because my grandmother's 
family lived in Granada likely for centuries. 


In 2015 a fellow researcher, and DNA match, contacted me and encouraged me to go out to 
Nicaragua where he said there was an archive that had census records for Granada which 
would at least take my family back another generation. Many records were lost when 
American slaveholders from Tennessee overthrew the Nicaraguan government in the 1850's 
hoping to establish a slave owning country for US slave owners. 


My Nicaraguan fellow researcher said Nicaragua was generally as safe as anywhere in the 
United States. | decided to take his advice travel there, which | did in December of 2015. | 
was able to review the Census for Granada, Nicaragua for 1882 when my great-grandfather 
Nicasio Del Castillo was 16 years old. He was living with both of his parents and siblings in 
the parish of Nuestra Mercedes or La Merced. | was not only able to add my great-great- 
grandparents Francisco Del Castillo and Alejandra Granizo, but | also was able to identify my 
3 times great-grandfather also named Nicasio Del Castillo. | found the elder Nicasico in the 
census records and the many other records held by this wonderful archive. The staff was 
extremely helpful finding references for me. 


| actually visited Nicaragua in December of 2015 and 2016. Unfortunately the civil registration 
office was closed both years for the Christmas holidays. The church offices were also closed 
the weeks | was there. 


Someone not long ago contacted me stating they found the death certificate for Elena Garcia 
which stated she was the illegitimate daughter of Andrea Garcia. The death certificate also 


implied she never married the father of her children because it listed her as single. It then 
occurred to me that was why no records of marriage were found. 


FamilySearch Images 
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Last week | discovered the wonderful Familysearch Images page which seems to have some 
images not yet in the catalog where | usually access them (it could be they are cataloged ina 
place | haven't searched?). The Granada, Nicaragua records are also in the catalog where 
they are easier to search with better descriptions. . 


| had been searching for Granada, Nicaragua church microfilms and digital images for years 
off and on. This feature, which was new to me, encouraged me to try again. | had immediate 
success when searching my research area. | found church and civil registers were available. 
| had no idea these images were now available online. 


Since | have time on my hands while staying at home social distancing for COVID-19 I've 
been searching these book images nonstop for 2 weeks. It's really paid off. I've found images 
for all of the records | began asking for in 2002. It's unbelievable because | never thought | 
would ever see them. | heard local officials were against providing these records online. 


The first record | discovered was my grandmother's baptismal record in the archdiocese book 
for 1893. | knew she was born on 10 September so | was able to find the record quickly. | 
found out she was baptized as Lucrecia (her middle name) Garcia confirming she was 
illegitimate. There are indexes for baptisms making finding these records easy. 


q 


| then was able to find her civil registration record. Her birth was registered by Nicasio Del 
Castillo which supports his paternity. The civil registration records listed her as Lucrecia Del 
Carmen Garcia. 
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My mother's entire family called Francisco Alvarado "Padrino”. | had thought that was just a 
nickname the family used for him. | discovered from this, above, birth record that Francisco 
was my grandmother's godfather. | didn't think he would be because he was about 17 when 
she was born. I've since discovered that anyone at least 16 years of age is eligible to bea 
godparent. In the will my grandmother Graciela wrote in 1956 she does write Mr. Albarado 
"mi padrino”. 


Obviously since neither record lists a Graciela my requests for her birth information would 
have produced no results. 


| was able to find my mother's baptismal record and her name was correctly written in both 
the index and records. | was happy to learn the names of my mother's godparent. 
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There are church baptism records going back to 1856. Civil registration records only go back 
to 1879. 


| was able to find my great-grandfather Nicasio Del Castillo in the baptismal index (which is 
an individual volume, you have to then find the book for that time period). | Knew he was born 
about 1866 from the census. | searched a book for that time period and oddly he wasn't in 
that book? Sometimes there are several books for the same time period, which | discovered, 
he did appear in the second book also covering that time period. 
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| was so happy to have a birth record confirming what | found on the census. 


| didn't know when Nicasio Del Castillo died, and there are no indexes for church or civil 
death records. Finding this record required searching pages of the easier to search church 
records books which covered the years 1904-1929. | knew he died after 1919 because | was 
told he wrote a poem for my grandparents' marriage that year. | also figured he probably died 
before 1925 when my family came to California because something seemed to happen to 
reverse the family's financial fortunes in Nicaragua? | decided to begin my search after my 


grandparents' marriage in 1919. After going through a number of pages | did find his death 
record in 1921. 


The church death record gave the correct approximate age for my great-grandfather Nicasio. 
Oddly it stated he was married to Elena Garcia which the children's birth records don't 
support? 
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| was then able to easily find Nicasio's civil death record in the un-indexed records for 1921. 
His son Samuel Del Castillo reported the death. Apparently he didn't have much family 
history information. It appears later someone added Nicasio's parents' names. It does appear 
that the clerk added this information around the same time judging by the handwriting and ink 
use. Elena Garcia is named as his wife again although | have been searching the marriage 
books and can find no marriage. 
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Children born to Elena Garcia, registered by Nicasio Del Castillo, are all illegitimate. Rudolfo 
Del Castillo appears to be the last child born to Nicasio and Elena. He would have been 13 
years younger than my grandmother. This child is registered with the local government by 
Nicasio in 1907. He was said to be the illegitimate child of Elena Garcia according to this 
record. 
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My grandmother's older brother Alberto Del Castillo claimed, according to his marriage 
record, that he was the legitimate child of Nicasio and Elena. My grandmother didn't know 
she was illegitimate until she was an adult and she asked her godfather, and cousin, 
Francisco Alvarado to confirm that. 
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Reading through the records I'm wondering if there was some impediment which prevented 
them from marrying? In one of the books recording illegitimate children later recognized by 
fathers someone said they were not allowed to contract a marriage which prevented them 
from marrying the mother of their children. | don't know if there were laws regarding race, or 
laws that prevented cousin marriage? The records sometimes raise new questions. 


| knew from my previous archival research in Granada, Nicaragua that my great-great-great 
grandfather Nicasio Del Castillo died in 1884. Thankfully | didn't have to page through many 
pages for that year before finding his death record. The record stated he was a notary, which 
in Nicaragua is the equivalent of a lawyer in this country. He was said to be the legitimate 
child of Nicasio Del Castillo and Flora Lacayo. Two names | have added to my tree. 
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| had absolutely no idea when my great-great grandfather Francisco Del Castillo died? He 
would have been born about 1840. No books survive for that time period. The death record 
would have been my best source for further confirmation of his parentage. When | searched 
the church records | found that his daughters Adela and Flora both died within a month of 
one another in 1919. The death records stated both parents were dead. Both parents were 
alive in 1882 I knew from the census. | did a page by page search for a death record, and 
any interesting information in the death records books beginning in 1882. Church records 
produced no information so | had to turn to the more voluminous civil registration records. 


It took me days to search the civil registration. | did find a death record for my great-great 
grandmother Alejandra Granzio the wife of Francisco. | have still found no death record for 
him and 3 volumes of death records are missing, and he likely died in a year covered by one 
of those books. 


According to my great-great grandmother's death record her father's name was Marcelino 
Granizo. Her mother's name appears to be Gentas? | couldn't make out her last name. 
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| decided next to look for records for the parents of my great-great grandmother Alejandra 
Granizo. The surname Granizo was very rare in Nicaragua and Spain. | love rare surnames 
because they don't require as much effort to research. | paged through death records 
because Alejandra would have been born in the 1840's and no books survive from before 
1856. | began with the earliest records looking for all my family names, and for anything 
interesting. | noticed at the end of every year death statistics were recorded regarding the 
number of deaths and cause of deaths, which was interesting. 


| found a death record for Alejandra's possible mother, but her name didn't match the name 
on her death record? A Pia Gutierrez was said to be the widow of Marcelino Granizo 
according to this death record. She died in 1866 at age 60. | didn't find a death record for 
Marcelino so | assume he died much earlier. 
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| had thought that Pia could have been Alejandra's step-mother. Going through the death 
records some more | found a death record for a likely brother of Alejandra. Vicente Granizo's 
death record says he was also the son of a Marcelino Granizo. He died in 1883 at the age of 
44. If his age is correct he would have been older than his sister Alejandra. His record states 
his mother was Pia Fernandez. Did Marcelino marry a Pia Fernandez then a Pia Gutierrez? 
Possible, but | believe the informants of both deaths didn't remember the exact names of the 
decedents parents. They had a vague recollection the surname was a name ending in ez. My 
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DNA results point to a relationship with a Gutierrez Nicaraguan family so I'm assuming for 
now that Alejandra's mother was Pia Gutierrez. 


Reading through all of the records I'm so happy to see that my ancestors were educated 
people. I'm happy they had an opportunity to learn to read, and write and follow a course of 
study in the legal profession. Below my great-grandfather Francisco Del Castillo is described 
as a Lawyer and Notary. 


My mother always said that she was sorry | never met 
Francisco "Padrino" Alvarado. Since I'm interested in 
trying to learn languages and love to travel we would 


have had a lot in common. I'm sorry | never met him 
also. She said he had a trunk that he traveled with that 
had stickers from all over the world. I'm sorry | was never able to meet my Del Castillo 
ancestors too. Their love of music and poetry would be something shared in common with 
me; and I'm sure we would have had much to talk about. Finally getting to see more of their 
records and seeing examples of their handwriting has been rewarding. If some photos 
surfaced of them that would be wonderful. However I'm satisfied for now anyway. 
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Friday, May 1, 2020 


Analyzing the Burgenland Church Records/ 
Can I trace my lines farther back? 


I've been pondering how | could use the newly available online Burgenland church books to 
trace my family lines farther back. My initial research in these books didn't produce any new 
ancestors. My research has involved going through the church books for the Ronok parish, 
which date back to 1789. Before the founding of the Ronok parish,the parish most of my 
family belonged to, their parish was in Heiligenkruz. Before their records were kept in 
Heilgenkruz their sacramental records were kept in the parish books for Gussing. 


The earliest church to be founded in my ancestral area was Jakobikirche. A Franciscan 
Monastery and larger church was built in the 17th century in GUssing. This parish was 
founded before 1200. | found these statistics for both churches online: The parishes, which 
are among the oldest in the country (before 1200), have been published in eight books: from 
1690 to 1970 over 7,000 bridal couples, from 1725 to 1970 almost 20,000 funerals, from 
1668 to 1970 almost 34,000 baptisms. 


| would love to connect my family with the families listed in the earliest books going back to 
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the latter half of the 17th Century as recorded in the GUssing books. Sadly the information 
provided in the earliest ROn6k Parish books is very scant. No parents are listed in the 
marriage records for couples. In the mid 19th century the parish did begin recording parents 
of couples who were married. This information and the addition of house numbers allows us 
to confidently trace our lines back to around the late 17th Century. 


How can we get our lines back beyond that without the necessary information from the 
church records? We do have ages from baptismal records of some of our ancestors born 
before 1789 as recorded in the R6nok parish books. Using these ages, however | have been 
unsuccessful in tracing my lines farther back. Ages didn't match up with any of the records 
I've found? 


| decided to collect all of the information | could find on every family carrying our surnames in 
the Heiligenkreuz and Ronok parish books for the first half of the 19th Century, and back 
before 1789 in Heiligenkreuz. 


My first project when collecting all the information | could find was to collect the names of 
marriage witnesses and godparents in hopes of making some kind of link between my 
families in ROnok Parish and those in the Heiligenkreuz books. 


| have collected Adam Kurta Jr.and Catharina Josts children's godparents names. Several of 
the children shared the same godparents. A Joanne Jost shows up several times as a 
godfather but that information hasn't helped me to make any connections. 


ase 


Adam Kurta & Zz ones Jost 
Zz srouiene Kurta Godparents Joannes Jost & Catharina Krobat 
Zz fae Godparent Anton Teutsch & Sarbara Wolf 
Zz sialon Godparents Anton Teutsch & Dorcthea 
Zz a Kurta Godparents Anton Teutsch & Sarbara Wolf 
z ones Kurta Godparents Joannes Jost & Barbara Jost 


Zz Catharina Kurta Godparents Joannes Jost & Barbara Jost 


Zz Maria Kurta Godparents Joannes Jost & Barbara Jost 


Georgius Jost and Margaret Hammer's children's godparents produced some interesting 
results with a Georg Jost and Joseph Jost serving as godparents. Unfortunately | have not 
been able to create a linkage with earlier families with this information. 
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Anna Joszt Godparents Georg Mulezet & 
tee his wile Anna 


Theresia Joszt 4 parems George Mulezet 
183?- His wie Anna 


Godpare'ts 
LZ Stephan Joszt Joseph Jost & 
1819- nus wie Garhara 


L Josephus Joszt Gocparects Georg Jost & 
1822-3874 hes wife Eva 


© Add Family 


There are two good couple candidates that could be Georg Jost's parents if our Georg 
indeed died in 1842 and was born about 1790. There was a Georg Jost born 1790 and 
another born in 1788, either one could possibly be my Georg Jost. | decided to list two of the 


best candidate couples as parents of Georg. | can still be wrong because Georg was a 
popular name among the Josts. 


Profile | Search | Quickecit | ~ 


Going through the death records for ROndk Parish | believe | found the death entries for my 
ancestors Adam Kurta and Catharina Jost. The age at death for Catharina matches up well 
with the marriage entry age for her. According to the marriage entry below Catharina would 


have been born about 1764. 


A Catharina Kurta died in 1819 and was a widow (an Adam Kurta died a little earlier that 
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same year). She was 55 years old which would put her birth at about 1764 also. | believe | 
have found the correct death entry for her; and the Adam who died a few months previously 
was likely her husband. Spouses for women were sometimes included in these records, but 
unfortunately not always as in this case. 


Taking the marriage and death information the closest birth entry for a Catharina Kurta is 
1766. Either both of these entries are incorrect or Catharina Jost was born in a different 
parish? 

It is also interesting that Catharina had a daughter-in-law by the same name of Catharina 
Jost. They both shared the same first name and maiden names, so also shared the same 
married surname. This must have created some confusion when referring to these women by 
name. This fact means I'm related to the Jost family on at least 3 different lines. 


Moving on to Adam Kurta he appears to have died the same year as his wife since | have not 
found another death record for an Adam. Since Catharina, his wife, died in the parish 

of Ronok as a widow it is more than likely her husband would have died there also. | believe 
the 1819 death record is his. 


The above death record for Adam Kurta states he was an innkeeper (that tradition seems to 
continue in Inzenhof where a Kurta Gasthaus still exists). According to this entry Adam was 
65 in 1819. That would put his birth at around 1754 which doesn't match up as well with his 
age recorded in his marriage entry. He was said to have been 24 in 1819 putting his birth 
around 1758. 


Looking at birth records for the 1750's we do find an Adam Kurta born in 1753 in Inzenhof. 
His godmother was from what is today Kleinmurbisch. 
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His father was also an Adam and his mother Veronica. Unfortunately the pages that covered 
the year 1758 are missing which makes it impossible to confirm whether there was another 
Adam Kurta born in 1758 (baptismal records for 1758 and 1759 are missing. | did find part of 
1760 at the end of the death records for 1769 to 17971. It's possible 1758 still exists but was 
missed during the filming or it's mixed in with another book online?}. 


| decided | needed to go through the death entries to see if an Adam Kurta died as a child or 
young adult? | had not found another Adam Kurta in the death records for ROnok Parish. 
After searching the Ronok death records | began my search in the Heiligenkreuz books 
beginning my search after the 1753 birth of Adam Kurta. 


Unfortunately the early death records contain scant information. Often these records have no 
place of residence listed. Kurta being a name that is generally only found around Inzenhof 
this task wouldn't have been impossible as it would have been for more common surnames 
like Jost, which is found in many other areas. 


| wasn't even sure | was looking at the correct records when | first began searching these 
records. In the 1750's the death entries included a circle with a cross inside it. Once | figured 
out that | Knew I was in the right place in the book for the years | was searching. 


Sadly deaths don't seem to have been recorded for Inzenhof in the 1750's? | found only one 
death of Hans Wolf of Inzenhof dying in 1756. It wasn't until around 1760 that deaths seem to 
begin to be recorded for Inzenhof in larger numbers. When deaths began to be recorded for 
Inzenhof a decade later only a much older Adam Kurta is listed. The older Adam died in 1778 
at the age of 60. 


Adam Kurta died 1778 age 60 page 130 


Another problem with the deaths of children and babies in the 1750's is sometimes the 
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names of the children who died were listed as infants without a name. These children were 
probably never baptized 


As time went on more information and full names were provided for infants and children who 
died, which included parents names. 


Combing through the records | did find my Adam Kurta and Catharina Jost lived at house 
#102. 


Adam not being as commonly used as Joanne or Georg, for instance, | think it's very possible 
that Adam son of Adam Kurta and Veronica is the same man that married Catharina Jost in 
1782, and therefore would be my ancestor. I'm adding Adam senior and Veronica to my tree 
even though I'm not able to verify these relationships. 


There is an Adam Kurta born 1726 who might be Adam Kurta senior? He was the son of a 
Georg Kurta and Eva. 


Collecting up the names of Adam Kurta Sr. and Veronica's children's godparents they have 
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some Kepl or Kop! godparents which is another one of my lines. Like Adam Kurta the 
younger these children also have Jost godparents. The name Rottenstrumer indicates a 
connection with Kleinmurbisch. 


Adam Kurta & J Veronica 


Sco Xurte Godparents Georg Jost & Eva Kep! 


ins- 


® favre" Godparents Georg Kop! & Veronica Kep! 


Adam Kurta Godparents Paul Rottenstrumer & 
2rS3-1e18 Barbara Simit 


Z — Godparents Georg Pinter & Eva Jost 


A fun fact | discovered researching these books is a potential ancestor Catharina Kluim had 
illegitimate children with at least two different men. There may be more if | look more 
carefully? 


In conclusion 

The details I've found useful in attempting to extend lines back are ages at marriage and 
death which have been helpful. Place names are helpful when included. Briefly in the latter 
half of the 17th Century house numbers were included with book entries for Heiligenkreuz. 
Marital status can also be helpful when it comes to death records. Someone listed as a 
widow or widower can be a helpful clue. | did find one occupation which can be useful 
sometimes. Witnesses and godparents can provide clues to relationships also. 

| believe the Parish books for Kleinmurisch will be very helpful in furthering my research. A 
distant cousin living in Austria said the books for Heiligenbrunn may also contain some 
entries for our ancestors? | might find some of my new conclusions are wrong if | find 
ancestors such as Catharina Jost in the Kleinmurisch book in the year 1764 when her 
marriage and death records indicate she was born. Additional Gussing books would also be 
helpful too. I'm looking forward to seeing more books online. 
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| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 


ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me 
direction. | also research Irish records. 
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Tuesday, April 7, 2020 


New Burgenland Records Research/DNA 
Mapping 


Being in lockdown (not in jail, but for COVID-19) has given me time to work on my genealogy. 
The new Burgenland Church Records have been very interesting to sort through. My Kappel 
family came from the village of Inzenhof, Burgenland, Austria. A new set of Catholic church 
records has now come online for Burgenland. Looking at who lived in the family village going 
back to the late 1600's is very interesting. 


Sorting through the records there are gaps which have prevented me from actually tracing 
my direct lines any farther back. The early church records for Sankt Nikolaus parish, which 
neighbors Inzenhof, are missing. | believe some of my families were from that parish. 
Commonly used first names and surnames have also created a problem when it comes to 
tracing lines back. 


Even though record gaps and common names have prevented me from extending my direct 
lines any further back than the late 1700's | have been able draw some conclusions. For 
instance the Kurta surname appears in Inzenhof in the late 1600's. The earliest instance | 
have found the name Kurta is in neighboring Kleinmurbisch (Kissmedves) in 1671, which is a 
neighboring village of Inzenhof. The first entries for Kurta families living in Inzenhof are in 
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Kurtas were likely living there earlier but village names were not always recorded in the 
books. Since the church books only go back to the mid to late 17th century period we don't 
know how much earlier Kurtas settled there? I've been able to reconstruct some of the early 
Kurta families living in the Inzenhof area, which you see below (you can get a better view of 
the spreadsheet at Google Sheets). 


Marte Kurta & Anna 
Kieintrurbesch Mathias Curta & Anna 


Margovha Kuta b 187 


Aredtwas Kurt & 
Veronica Inzenhol 


Barbers Kart b 1537 


Wochael Kurta & Catharine 
Ingenhol 

Geongus “erm b. 8571 Barbers Kurta b 1507 
Marheas Kurt b. 1876 

Petr Keta b.1081 

Anna Kurta >. 1603 

The faenities below lived int 
Inzenhafl 

George Kurts & Eve 
Csthamna Kuta b 1712 
Barbara Kurta b. 1715 
George Kurta b. 1718 

Maria Kura b. 172! 
Margacta Kuna b 1724 
Adem Kurta} 1775 


Andenes Kurte & Bartare Michwel Kurts 
Andes Karta b. 1732 Mathas Kurta ot 1712 
Mang Kuna >. 1710 

Goorgius Kara b. 1721 

Cathanna Kurta > 1722 

Eve Kutta & 1724 


Joanne Kurta & Eiirabetha 
Francs Kurta b. 1708 


dude? Kurts & Catharine 
dosy® Kurta b. 1716 


Jdnermes Karta & Eve om 1718 
Acam Kurta > 1728 


George Korte 
Magdalens m. 1714 


Joanne Kurtha &. 1795 


Joinnes Kurta & Ursula 

Freel maried 1762 House Joanees Kurta & Catharina Georgius Kurta & Maria 
Andeoas Kurta & few Adam Kurta & Veronica = Muthias Kurta & Veronica #30 Mathias Kurta & Cattarina = Frisell euarried 1775 married 1780 House #33 
Catharnie Katte & 17398 Gavegios Kurta bh. 1729 Eva Kutte bh 1758 Catharina Korte b 1776 Five Kurta & 1772 Fathers Kurta > 1786 


Marthe? Korte b 1745 


Joarnes Hutte & 1751 


Rathore Kerte b> 1786 


Matis Korte b 1733 


Catheone Korte 1774 


Ane Mera b 1788 


Eva Kurta & 1747 
Barbara Kurta o. 1761 
Jeannas Kurta h 175 
Mara Kora d 1700 


Wang Kurta >. 1/78 
Eva Kuna? >. 1781 
Sarbara Kuta b 1784 


Adar Kurta >. 1763 
Cathorna Kurcab 1762 


Adam Karte & Catitatind = Geongies Kurts & 

Jost married 1782 Howse Barbara Motzet mamned 
e102 T7TOT Howse #45 
Seorgus Kurs b, 1787 Georpus Kunz b, 1757 


The earliest records for Inzenhof are recorded under the name Hinzenhoff and can be found 
in the Gussing parish books. According to The Best of Burgenland site in 1327 the Inzenhof 
area was controlled by Count Heinz. His subjects were called Hienzen which eventually 
morphed into the Inzenhof village name. 


I've found early entries for my family surnames Wolf and Simitz recorded as being very early 
residents of Inzenhof. My paternal surname Kapple/Kappel/Koppel is first recorded in 1698 
for Inzenhof. I'm not sure if there were Koppels in Inzenhof before that date. There were 
many Koppel families within a few miles of Inzenhof, however. | do see a number of my other 
family surnames showing up around 1698 so maybe there was a migration to that area 
around that time? 
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I've also attempted to reconstruct Kappel/Koppel family groups using the Catholic Church 
records (for a better view of the spreadsheet below you can view it at Google Sheets). 


Hana! Kopl wed Framer? Jory Knpl sei Eve Sothe Kopl wnt Cortearites Saatrmvet? Kegel mined Marte Jotgl George?) Kopt ated Fler Miche! Kop and MacgatiGe Harel Kop! anit Maree 
Andeeae bh 1714 Josenves Kopl 1715 Unda Kop t7t5 Eve Kopeh 171? Yrory (George?) Kept 1720 Aneesae Knog 1725 Marta Kupt 7.24 | 
Geongns Kopib 1719 = Gecrguus Kopt 1710 Mangarite Kopi b. 1715 Cathaens Kopt $722 Mavis Kopt 1725 | 
Maria Magdalena b 1722 Jeaene Keogh 1725 Eva Kaple 1776 Petrus Kopl and Barbara 
Joanne Kopi b 1728 Joanne Kegl 1775 Maria Kogt 1727 


Joaane Kept and Aces Kept & Barture Geatge Kogupet ant Aries Kopel end Ursula = Anilreas Koppel & Anne 

Anditeas Kop! and Mana Barbara Krobat Astinger 1741 Geargits Kepl anc Rarbara Catharine Hest 1753 Pulte 1753 Wolf 1755 
Georgrs Kopel 1/20 StnphanKeppetb 1/35 Andwas Kerib 1741 Michael Kentb 1749 Michact Koppel 1/55 Michasi Kopeth 1753 Mara Koppel 1755 | 
doanres Kopaid 17308 Barbara Keppelb 1737 GeorgusKepld 1742 HatharaKeplb 1752 Geargius Koppel 1766 Arceoas Kopel b 1756. Barbera Koppolb 1757 | 
Pettus Kops b 1733 Paw Keppel b. 1740 Veronica Kepib 1745 Cathanna Koppel 1773 
Anieas Kop 1735 = Atkbeas Kenneth. 1744 Joammes Kepit. 1753 Jownnes Koppel 1774 

Margaretha Keppel b 1748 
Joannes Kappel and Georgius Koppel anc Joannes Koppel and Georgius Koppel anc Michael Koppel anc loanne Koppel ane 
‘Veronica Beber 1754 Barbera Weinhoffer 1754 ducts Miche! Koppel & Veronica Catharina Pamer 1772 Catharina Pinter 1775 Catherine Ku 
Georges Koppel 1755 Georges Koppel 1754 Michael Kopel b. 1754 Joamnes Koppel). 1761 Catharine Koppel bom 1773 Cathanna Koppeth. 1°76 Andress Roope 07/8 
Another Georgius 1757 «Mara Koppalb 1755 Cathanna Koppel) 1763 Joannes Koppel bom 1774 tva Kopoeth 17/9 

Stephen Konpetb 1763 Michael Koppel b 1766 Gearghis Koppel bom 1778 Stephen Keppeth 1753 

Josemes Koppel b. 1772 Geoeghes Koppel). 1773 Miche Koppetb 178% 

Eva Koppel b 1774 Mana Koppel 1773 | 


Stephen Kopele S Anna = —Georgies Koppel and — Gecegiux Keppel anit Georgius Keppel ond 
Fiver 1778 Barbara Scheidt Barbera Kur 1779 Catharina Orban 1/81 


Aeneas Koppel b 1772 Georges Koppel 1779 Maria Kappel 1721 Eva Koppel b 1782 


Many in my family believed Kappel to be a Ashkenazi surname. | have found the Koppels in 
Catholic Church records going back to the 1600's. If they were converts to Catholicism it 
would have occurred before the late 1600's. | did find mixed marriages between Lutherans 
and Catholics. Those marriages didn't seem uncommon. In 1600's Gussing books | found 
two baptismal parents described as Judea which | assume meant they were Jewish? | have 
not found many entries referring to Jewish parents other than the two below. 


When | started doing my Burgenland research | was under the impression my family had 
been brought into the border area depopulated by war when the Ronok parish began keeping 
records in the late 1700's. Now | know the families were in the area much earlier. 
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DNA Segment Map 

I've also had time to add DNA segments to my segment maps at Genome Mate Pro. When | 
first started DNA testing | had only one small segment | could trace back to my family in 
Burgenland. Other family members had several large segments so | wondered am a really a 
Kappel? A number of 2nd and 3rd cousins, and one 1st cousin once removed have now 
tested and I'm building a great segment map for my paternal grandparents. 


The 1st cousin once removed was anonymous for a time at 23andMe and only recently 
decided to participate in DNA Relatives. Her grandparents were Frank Kappel and Mary 
Kurta-Kappel from Burgenland. 


The greenish segments (on the chromosome map below) would be the ones | got from my 
paternal grandfather Rudolph "Boots" Kapple, and the reddish are the ones | got from my 
paternal grandmother Dorothy Mason-Kapple. If my grandparents were alive | would've 
tested them and all of my paternal chromosomes would be filled with red and green. Of 
course we shouldn't see red and green overlapping to any degree unless our grandparents 
shared common ancestors. | saw a little bit of overlap between two segments, which really 
means nothing. My grandparents had clearly different ethnic backgrounds. This chart will 
help me figure out which grandparent a match is related to if | have their segment data but 
not tree. My mother DNA tested so | can tell which matches are maternal or paternal. | had 
an aunt and some cousins test to represent my father. 


KappleKurta Green 


In Conclusion 

| might try to reconstruct a few other surname family groups for my Burgenland family, and | 
will continue to try to fill my segment map with green and red segments. | figure as long as 
we need to stay home we might try to make some progress on our genealogy. 


Stay Safe Everyone! 


Friday, March 13, 2020 


Irish Deed Records Online/ and how to use 
them 
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| didn't Know that Irish Deed books were online until | watched "A Strategic Approach to Irish 
Genealogy", which is a free video from RootsTech 2019 London. Maurice Gleason was the 
presenter at this excellent session. 


These digitized microfilms are free to use at FamilySearch. The title of this series of films 

is "Transcripts of memorials of deeds, conveyances and wills, 1708-1929." Unlike in the 
United States land records were recorded by the national government in Dublin, instead of by 
county or town. 


A little history of landownership is necessary when it comes to researching land records in 
Ireland. According to the encyclopedia Britannica in 1641 Irish Catholics owned 59% of the 
land (although Protestants already owned much of the land in Ulster). With the ascendance 
of Protestants to the British throne after the Glorious Revolution restrictions on 
landownership by Catholics resulted in a decrease in ownership with Catholics owning only 
22% of the land. By 1703 they owned only 14% of the land in the country. Protestant's made 
up 10% of the population, but owned most of the land in Ireland. 


Landownership by Catholics didn't increase significantly until the Irish National Land League 
was formed in Co. Mayo, where some of my own ancestors lived. A motto was "The Land of 
Ireland for the people of Ireland.” Most of the Irish were tenant farmers who paid rent to 
English and Scottish landowners. The league used various means to achieve the reforms 
they wanted including rent strikes. My own ancestor Patrick Mullen was granted ownership of 
his land due to an 1891 land reform. 


I've found many land entries for landowners who lived in Dublin or London. Landlords were 


generally absentee. One document listed individuals with an interest in land in Ireland living 
in Auckland, New Zealand, France, and London. 
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The deeds books have two sets of indexes one set up by the name of the grantor. The 
grantor indexes are often arranged by decade. Sometimes there are several individual books 
covering a decade. 


‘Grantor index F-L 1786-1793 Family History Uitrary British Film 100271 FI63767 oe 
Grantor dex MZ 1786-1793 Farnily History Liorary British Filrn 1002772 7763768 [©] 
antor oviex Av 1794-1799 Farnily History Liorary Bntish Fien 1002772 m 
antes edex A-A 1800-1809 Farnily History Liprary fHritieh Filen 1wn7T4 mo 
Grantor adex C 1SDD-IBD2 Farnily Mistery Library Hiritist: Pileri 10027% 7763771 Ol 
Grantor dex D-£ i866 tEb> Fartily History Library Hnitsth filer 10027 1076387 oO 
My favorite index is by townland. These books are called land index books. The townland 
being the smallest jurisdiction this is the easiest way to find land records for ancestors with 
common surnames, like my Mullen family. For some not living in Ireland finding ancestors 
townland names can be a challenge. Sometimes ancestors didn't give the townland as their 
place of residence, but instead named the nearest town. | was able to find my ancestors’ 
townlands through marriage records in Ireland. If you can find your ancestors on Griffith's 
Valuation and the 1901 and 1911 Censuses you will also find their townlands listed there. 
Laid index: Donegal, Down 1440-1444 family History Library Pritesh Fim 100532 SD7 7426 Oo 
Land index: Dublin; Dublin aty 1440-1844 Farnily History Library fitists Filr 100533 10 V2? oO 
Land index: Fermanagh. Gatway 1240-14446 larrly Pistory Library Hrtist eit 1OohI4 4077428 © 
Land index: Kerry, Kildare, Kilkenny, Offaly (Kings) Fariily History Libeary British Film £00535 g077425 ao 
aa alas 
Land index: Letnimn, Limerick, Londonderry Farviy History Udeary British Film 0536 8077430 5) 
Lor ra thy 4 4. 


The first step in the process of researching the indexes is to decide which years you are 
interested in looking at because they are first organized by years. Each county/townland 
book generally represents around half a decade. As | said before each grantors index 
represents generally a full decade. 


The index gives the year, book number, and page number for the deed that was copied into 


the ledger book (early books also give a deed number). There are also page numbers for 
entries in Day Books, which are not online 
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How to search the books 


Let's use Thomas Kirrane as an example. Say we knew he lived in the townland of 
Pollaturick in Co. Galway, and we are interested in the time period between 1900 and 1904. 
The first check would be for the index book covering the County of Galway for that period. 
Since we know the county and townland he lived in it's faster to use land indexes. And using 
the townland index will allow you to see all deeds filed for that place at around the same time. 


Now that we are in the right place in the index we will now look for the townland. To find the 
townland quickly we need to know which barony our townland was located in. By Googling 
the townland we can generally find the barony. There is often a barony index in these index 
books which makes the quick location of the townlands easy. 
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Pollaturick in in the barony of Dunmore. This barony begins on page 257. We then go to the 
page with the P at the top for Pollaturick since the townlands are in alphabetical order. 


Thomas Kirrane is at the top of the page. Next we need to go to the actual deed books. The 
books are first arranged by year, then by volume. We need the year 1900 volume 45. As we 
see below volume 45 is the second volume in the digitized microfilm. 


Dees, etc. v, 39-43 £900 Family History Library British Filen 556166 8094554 oo 
Deeds, ete... 44-48 1900 Family History Library British Film 556167 8132263 ® 
Deeds, etc, v. 49-53 1900 Family History Library British Film 557015 3136534 ® 
Deods, otc. ¥, 54°58 1900 Family History Library British Film 597016 8136533 m 


We scroll down to the second book which is book number 45. 


In the earliest books the page numbers will match the numbered pages in the book. This 
format changed in later books when the page number actually is more of a document 
number. The early books also contain a deed number you can use to verify you have the 
correct entry. 


In 1900 the page number refers to a specific document because the pages are not 
numbered. 


When | locate the correct year and document for Thomas Kirrane, document 264 | run into a 
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problem this deed is for someone else? A Michael Nally of Killerneen. 
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When we turn the page we find Thomas Kirrane listed under No. 267. So if you can't find 
someone keep paging through. Looking back at the index the clerk who recorded the deed 
formed his 7's in such a way it looked like a 4 to me. 
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This deed gives very exact information on when this did was registered. It was registered 9 
July 1900 at 37 minutes after 10. 


My ancestor Patrick Mullen's entry directed to the correct deed which was filed in 1901. His 
page is number 9 on the index which matches the document number on the page. In 1901 
the clerk probably was a different person than in 1900. | can clearly make out his 7's. 


a ee 
fos ab ei Pa “a, 


ge > . a . . ey 
‘ as 0 . ry! Baiciollt pucailel « hemnlh bh 
. % + o 4 ; Aig, SS x WR oe ‘ 
( Nt 1 SY toe Tax / 
five vie c BE 23 
p i eye ea é 4 
4 t reaut 
Oye nt [aba acd ; 
Ce cys 
‘Cinfuaiy foe \ p 
pala ' ‘ 
. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2020-05-01T 12:39:00-07:00&max-results=80&start=61 &by-date=false 


9/38 


1/18/24, 12:00 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


Patrick also received his land as a result of the 1891 Registration of title act. Both Thomas 
Kirrane and Patrick Mullen were both tenant farmers before they received title to their lands. 


| Knew Patrick Mullen's landlord was Courtney Clarke, from Griffith's Valuation, so | searched 
the deeds for him in hopes of finding some information on his tenants. Unfortunately my 
Patrick Mullen was never mentioned. 


| did find a marriage related document which gave more information on Clarke himself. 
According to the document he was a Lieutenant in her Majesty's Regiment of Fusiliers. Also 
according to the document he married Arbella Charles Walsh in 1878. 


I've run across many documents relating to marriages of large scale landowners who were 
also landlords. 


The document below gives some information on a Peter Daly who had some interest in land 
in Pollaturick townland Galway. The Daly family is related to my Mullen family so | decided to 
take a look at this document. The land index is helpful because it shows all land transactions 
for a townland and you can find family deeds clustered together. Some interesting 
information provided here is that a Peter Daly was a Catholic Priest who lived in the city of 
Galway. You never know what sort of information might be recorded. Often occupations are 
recorded. 


Other documents I've seen are powers of attorney, and wills. Wills were also sometimes 
recorded in the deed books. Before the land reforms in the late 19th Century you'll generally 
find mostly middle class and aristocratic families listed in the deed books. Beginning around 
1880 you will see ownership beginning to change as tenants receive title to their land. 


You will also sometimes find interesting markings in these books directing you to the next 
page or directing you to look up. 
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Here is an example of an early index to the deed books. We see Liber, or book number, page 
number, and a document number. Sometimes many books are listed together in a single 
paragraph like below. You just have to keep looking for libers to find all individual the books. 


I'm very happy to have collect a few family deeds. I'm a little disappointed that my 
Huane/Huvane family did not file any deeds before 1930. Filing a deed with the registry office 
in Dublin wasn't mandatory. 


The Registry Office in Henrietta Street in Dublin also keeps original copies of deeds. I'm 
thinking of trying to get original copies because they may potentially provide additional 


information. 


I generally find more information about my family around St.Patrick's Day and this year is no 
exception. | guess it must have something to do with the luck of the Irish? 


Have a Happy St. Patrick's Day! 
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Tuesday, March 3, 2020 


My Takeaways from RootsTech 2020 


I didn't attend RootsTech 2020, but instead streamed the sessions from home during their 
free live-streams. This year the RootsTech conference celebrated their 10th anniversary. I've 
watched the live-streams at home from the very beginning. 


Some very interesting new tools, and some not yet available, were introduced and 
demonstrations were given on how to use them. 


I've spent a good deal of time, as you know if you've seen some recent posts, identifying 
people in old family photos. A new tool | learned about from watching a live-stream fits into 
my recent photo projects. MyHeritage now has a tool which allows you to colorize black and 
white photos. | colorized a photo of my mother with some Navy friends, which came out really 
nicely. This tool doesn't work as well on some of my much older photos though. It does help 
the details to pop a little more though, which may help us to see facial features a little better, 
Seeing features more clearly could assist in photo identification. The painting on the wall, in 
the photo below, is by my grandfather Charles Lynn Forgey. Nice to see the painting in color. 
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A live-stream session that was particularly interesting for me, and also directly relates what 
I"m currently working on, was "German Research for the Everyday American". I've been 
working on my Austrian family line and dealing with the difficult to read German script lately. 
I've been going through the newly released Burgenland, Austria Catholic church 

books. Karynne Moses did a wonderful job covering techniques for researching German 
ancestors. She briefly went over German pronunciation and showed a useful slide with the 
German script alphabet. Her slide of the alphabet was better than an example of the writing 
I've been using. 


Karynne Moses also introduced me to a site with Protestant religious records in Germany. It's 
called Archion. There is a fee to use the site. | have German ancestors who immigrated to 
Colonial America, and so | will likely give the site a try at some point. She also discussed the 
records available for Germany at Familysearch, which also includes church records, and 
Matricula an Austrian site for church records. Of course I'm familiar with Matricula because of 
my obsession with the Kappel/Kurta families. 


What Are the Odds? (WATO) was another very interesting live-streamed session. During this 
session Leah Larkin explained how the WATO tool from DNA Painter works. This is an 
autosomal DNA tool. WATO stands for what are the odds. This is a question that everyone 
working with atDNA is always wanting an answer to. DNA testing is all about determining our 
relationships to matches using the number of shared cM's as a way to estimate when we 
share a common ancestor. This WATO tool helps to confirm, or disprove, hypothesizes we've 
formed regarding our relationships to matches. 


Another interesting session on DNA was presented by Angie Bush called "Adding Branches 
to Your Family Tree Using DNA" . | learned about the beta DNA based family tree at 
23andMe from this session. This is similar to Thrulines at Ancestry.com, and the Theory of 
Relativity at MyHeritage, which she also explained. The 23andMe tree groups matches who 
likely descend from a common ancestral couple in a tree format. The trees created for my 
mother and | correctly group matches according to family lines. Matches are definitely 
correctly sorted according to whether they are maternal or paternal line matches. | was busy 
in October 2019 when this tool was introduced so | appreciated learning about it now. 
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| wasn't able to watch all of the sessions live so I'm watching the archived videos as | have 
time. Every year | pick up new tips for research, and learn how to use new tools, this year 
was no exception. | look forward to what we might learn to further our research in 2021! 


Wednesday, February 5, 2020 


Naturalization Certificate File/ And 
Burgenland, Austria Church Record Books 


Certificate File or C-File 

When | began my research on my Kappel family line | didn't even know where the family 
came from? My grandmother Dorothy Mason-Kapple did some research and found out her 
late husband's family was from Austria. The family told her they were from Graz, Styria, 
Austria. | continued the research on the family beginning in 1998. | didn't order naturalization 
documents until the year 2000. 


When | researched what | might find in the naturalization documents | was excited to 
discover that my great-grandmother Mary Kurta-Kappel's 1939 petition for naturalization 
would likely include a photo. Sadly when | received a copy of the petition from National 
Archives Great Lakes Region, Chicago there was no photo on it. It said no photo required. 
Since our family had no photo of her | was disappointed by the lack of one. These records 
did contain valuable information so | wasn't completely disappointed. 
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An Example of a Naturalization Petition with a photo 


| assumed this was the end of the trail for photos from this governmental source. | was 
wrong. Interestingly in the year 2019 when two people came forward with long awaited 
photos | would discover there was a government record with my ancestor's photo. The 
certificate for naturalization contains a photo of the immigrant. It's contained in a certificate 
file (C-File) kept by US Citizenship and Naturalization Services. The National Archives office | 
originally wrote to for information didn't have a copy of the certificate in their files. 


Doing some research in 2019 | discovered | could get a copy of USCIS file. | was able to 
order a copy of the certificate file online, which | did in October. | didn't get copies from the 
file until January. The agency making the copies has to go through the documents and make 
redactions which | assume can result in a longer than expected wait time. Oddly you can get 
unredacted documents from the courts and National Archives. Many Naturalization records 
are unredacted and available online now at Familysearch.org. 
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When | received a copy of my ancestor Mary Kurta-Kappel's naturalization certificate it was 
nearly exactly 80 years to the day that my great-grandmother became US Citizen. | was able 
to celebrate her naturalization anniversary with another photo and a copy of her certificate. 
So happy to get this copy! 
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| received a copy of my great-grandmother's petition, and certificate for naturalization, 
January 2, 2020. My understanding was | would only get a digital copy by logging into the 
website when my documents were ready. | found the website complicated to use. | did figure 
out how to sign up and receive the digital copies, which is the way | originally retrieved them. 
A few days later | also received copies in the mail. 


In 2000 | paid the National Archives $10 for a copy of my great-grandmother's petition and 
certificate of arrival. In 2019 | paid $65 for her naturalization petition and certificate of 
naturalization. Each file had different documents. To get all information about an ancestor | 
would look for information held by each government organization. The certificate file can 
contain even more information than my ancestor's did if you're lucky. An Enemy Alien 
Exception might be contained in the C-File, for instance. Below a record for someone 
naturalizing and stating they are a conscientious objectors. 


9) What were the names, eccuptions, and arenes of your employer during the last 5 year? 
° peek Hite decectepon eae a Meet. Debracha Korte l 
erwh WeWetreer Paraaneral ng 


(eisher wk sorret 5) aes pg ae a Gn sce Sag 
Hse dvd iin alg ; 
THEREBY declare, on cath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and wbjure all allegisnceand fidelity to any forvign prince, Saran stata Gr eeveseaney ; 
cf whom or which I have heretofore been a subject or citizen; that { will aupport and defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of America against 
all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear truc faith and allegiance to the same; and that I take this obligation freely ee mental reservation ot * 


purpose of eyasiun: So Help Me God, Ae ' an 
; Are you willing to take this cath in becoming a citizen? __ fa arcs i iat % AAG 
9) Iebidilaa see lad uli wear ten | United States? 229.4... If not, state why Ma hurche 


| Have you ever, during the time this country was at war, deserted the military or naval forces of the United States PROB Peta a a n of the encal- 
\ ment district or the United States to avoid draft into the military or naval forces of the United States? Fic ce. 0 SEE ODP Tp COIR ISTO ASLO POSELION 
Hove many times have you ever been married? MOA F274 cng phe einai .... If more than once, give date, 


nN NN ee 


There has been talk about raising the cost of a C-File from $65 to $385. | would probably not 
order the file at that price. 


Burgenland, Austria Catholic Church Records 

Burgeland, Austria Church records belonging to the Catholic Church diocese in Eisenstadt, 
Austria and Gyor, Hungary have now been digitized and uploaded to the internet. You can 
view them for free until March 31, 2020. The fee schedule after that is as follows: the 
following fees will apply: EUR 10/15 days, EUR 20/3 months and EUR 50/1 year." 


These books are being restored by the Institute for Paper Restoration in Schénbrunn Palace, 
Vienna, Austria. | was at the palace not long ago and had no idea they were restoring these 
books. My ancestors never dreamed they would end up in Schonbrunn Palace, or at least 
their personal records. 
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I'm finding going through the books and getting back to the place | left off is very difficult 
based on the way this site is set up. Each page doesn't have an individual web page 
address. | love the way Familysearch.org is set up. At that site | can copy a link to each 
image. 


There are already Burgenland church records online at Familysearch.org, but they only go 
back to 1789 for my family area. The records for my family village of Inzenhof/Borosgodor 
are now available back to 1710 in the parish books for Heiligenkreuz. The parish changed 
over to Felosronok in 1789 and those church books are at Familysearch.org. 


The problem tracing the family back to 1710 is that in the early 1800's the marriage entries 
don't list the parents names. Without parents names or house numbers families are hard to 
trace. There are a few first names consistently used over and over again. Joanne, Stephen, 
and Michael were common names for boys. Maria, Veronica, Barbara, and Catharina were 
favorites for girls. Every family used these names so there would often be more than one 
Maria Kurta, for instance, born around the same time in the same village. 


What I've decided to do is imitate the PRDH that has been put together for Quebec, Canada 
for my family names. So basically what I'm doing is reconstructing all families carrying my 
names in hopes that there is a naming pattern or common godparents that might lead me to 
make a connection with specific families? 

This is how I'm reconstructing the families: 


First | snip records with the snipping tool. 


Martisge George Kurta and Bathata Muleet }727 Joanne Keppel and Veronica Zotdl 17845 Mamniges Adam Kurta and Catharina Jost 1782 


Mortiage loannes kurta and Catharine Frischt 
we 


Baptern Josnes Koppel parents Micheel Koppel = Baptism foannes Koppe parects anee Koppe! Baptism Joanees Jost parentsJoannes and Area —- Baptism Georgius Koppel parents Georgius and 
and and Unule Artenger 1779 Oberadiing end and Unsule Attieger 1779 Wwe Barbara Schet 1779 


: < 
fagattum Hirabetha Jost parent Michael and Baptorn Mevia Khuhat — Snares and Beptown Stephan Taker parents Joannes and Baption Eva Koppel perents Michael eed 
Cattucrs 1779 Mana 7 Bacbars 1779 Cathars 1778 


Then I'm recording the information in a document by surname and decade. 
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1757 Andreas Koppel and Anna Daughter Barbara godparents Michael Cselba & Eva Craig? 
1757 George Koppel and Veronica Son George godparents Ivan Juseth & Elizabetha 

1757 Joannes Kopel and Veronica Son George godparents Stephan Jost & Elizabetha Pogdl 
1755 Andreas Koppl and Anna Daughter Mana godparent Georgius Folcz 

1755 Georgius Kopp! and Catharina Son Michael godparents Michael Kollhoffer and Anna Jost 
1755 Joannes Kopel and Ursula Pultz marned 1751 Son Andreas godparents Michael Jost & 
his wife Barbara 

1755 Georgius Kopel and Barbara Daughter Maria godparents Michael Jost & Ursula Jost 
1755 Joannes Kopl and Veronica Son Georgius godparents Stephan Jost & Elizabetha Pendi 
1754 Joannes Kopl and Judita Son Michael godparents Petrus N and Anna N 

1754 Georgius Kop] and Barbara Weinhoffer married 1754 Son Georgius godparents Francis 
Folosi & Ursula Klueg 

1753 Joannes Kopel and Ursula Pultz marned 1751 Son Michael godparents Joannes Sumer & 
Catharina 

1753 Andreas Kop! and Barbara Son Joannes godparents Georgius Wiert & Maria Fidler 

1752 Georgius Kopl and Barbara Daughter Barbara godparents Francis Fnewiert & Eva Jost 


1749 Stephen Keppe! and Barbara Son Georgius godparents Georgius Cadj & Lemma Saikin 
1749 Georgius Kepel and Barbara Son Michael godparents Michael Kerbler & Ursula Klug 
1748 Joannes Keppel and Barbara Daughter Margaretha godparents Georgius Mulzet & Anna 
Gurtton? 


| then look for family units. Then create a page for couples and their children. 


Couple 


Georgius Koppel and Catharina Pamer 
Marriage 1772 Parish Heiligenkreuz 


1, Catharina Koppel bom 1773 
2. Joannes Koppel born 1774 


3. Georgius Koppel born 1778 


| try to decipher names the best | can. Some are impossible to read. 


What I'm finding doesn't seem to make sense? I'm finding couples with very few or no 
children? Either they don't baptize all of their children, or they live in another area part of the 


year? 


Another interesting discovery is mixed Lutheran and Catholic marriages. 


| also found a Marx who likely converted from the Lutheran religion to Catholicism based on 
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the previous record. When | first found the record saying convertita (below) | didn't know what 
it meant until | found the record above. 


The Gussing Catholic Church records go back to 1666. The Kopls were in the area as early 
as 1690. 


Even if | cannot make any definite connections with my own family all of the people in 
Inzenhof were closely related (which is why they all looked so much alike). I'm enjoying 
reviewing the old records even if some of them are very hard to read. Looking at the records 
has added to my appreciation of my Kappel/Kurta ancestors. 


Wednesday, January 1, 2020 


Reviewing A Decade In Genealogy Research 
& Heritage Travel 


As we leave another year behind, and a decade which included 9 years blogging about my 
genealogy research, | review some highlights of the past decade in genealogy. 
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All of us involved in the genealogy community have enjoyed the heritage programming 


offered on TV. Shows including "Finding Your Roots", "Who Do You Think You Are", and 
"Genealogy Roadshow". 


Streaming webinars such as those offered by Legacy, 
Youtube videos, and podcasts have helped has become 
more skilled researchers. Streaming conferences such 
as Rootstech and Jamboree has been fun and 
informative too. 


The past decade has seen a rise in the number of 


conferences and family history events. To keep track a 
tool was developed during the past decade 
called Conference Keeper which is a calendar of conferences and events. 


Participating in the genealogy community in the virtual world of Second Life has also been 
very rewarding. | highly recommend joining Second Life Virtual Genealogy Society (SLVGS) 
and participating in the presentations offered there. It's a nice way to connect with others 
interested in genealogy research. 


The genealogy groups at Facebook have also been very helpful with many new groups 
popping up over the past decade. Groups I've helped form at Facebook include the 
Forgey/Forgy & Forgie group, We're descendant's of John Owens Indian Trader a group 
which helped me break through a brickwall, and put together a book about our Owens family. 
| also started the group Irish Genealogy Links. 


Familyseach.org digitizing films and making them available for free online has led me to 
make so many breakthroughs. These films have also added interesting details to my family 
history. Seeing original records at Family Search is an incredibly rewarding experience. 


With so much coming online over the past decade sites like Linkpendium and Cyndi's List 
have helped us wade through it all. 


Bloggers have also helped us discover new products and sites for family history, and 
explained how to use them. 


My wish when | started this blog in 2011 was to use DNA 
to push my family lines back further in time, and 


ANNETTE 
KAPPLE 


LI SSS 
determine the origins of some of my family surnames. My ij 
DNA journey began in September 2011 when our Forgey Tepe 

za # a 


Y Project began at Family Tree DNA. A year later in 2012 
| took the atDNA test at Family Tree DNA. | then tested at 
AncestryDNA, and 23andMe. | tested my late mother at 
all of those companies too. | also tested other relatives. 
All of this testing helped to confirm our ancestry. | transferred my my results to MyHeritage 


and GEDmatch where | was able to make even more connections. So far | haven't found any 
breaks in my own family lines. 


The Forgey DNA project has confirmed that this surname is a variant of the surname 
Ferguson. It also confirmed what my grandfather thought; we are indeed Scottish on the 
Forgey line. So far all Forgeys in the United States appear to be related. 


The most rewarding outcome of my DNA testing has been the surfacing of photos of my 
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Kappel great-grandparents. | had never seen photos of my Kappel great-grandparents until 
this year when a DNA match living in Austria contacted me and told me his family had photos 
of them. My great-grandmother Mary Kurta-Kappel sent photos to her sister living in Austria. | 
was also contacted by another cousin at Ancestry this year who also had a photo of Mary 
Kurta-Kappel. | was nearly ready to give up on finding photos of them. This year two different 
distant cousins came forward with some. 


When this decade began DNA testing for genealogy was in its infancy. We've seen many 
improvements in our results over this past decade. The ethnicity results are definitely much 
improved from when | tested in 2012. The last decade has been a period of development of 
new DNA tools such as Chromosome Painter that help us to analyze our DNA results to get 
more out of them. 


In 2015 | began doing Heritage Travel. Travel and genealogy being my favorite pastimes 
because of that this has been extremely rewarding. 

Nicaragua 2015 

The first heritage country | visited in 2015 was my mother Edna and Grandmother Graciela 
Del Castillo-Forgey's birthplace Nicaragua. My grandmother was Nicaraguan and she 
married my US Marine grandfather Charles Forgey. Nicaragua is at the top of my list of 
favorite places with beautiful scenery and weather. 


| extended my Nicaraguan family back a couple generations doing research in Granada 
Nicaragua's archives. | also was able to see some documents that my ancestors wrote. The 
archives has many of Nicasio Del Castillo's handwritten documents. | loved seeing his 
signature. 
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England and Scotland 2016 
Scotland was the 2nd heritage location | visited. Many of my earliest American ancestors had 
Scottish and Scots-lrish roots. Another absolutely beautiful place | was sorry | had to leave. 


| also visited England which | loved so much I've visited twice. | know | have some English 
ancestors but | have not been able to trace these early American ancestors to a place in 
England. Some of my possibly English surnames are Browning, Thurman, Morris, Hicks, 
Watkins, Abbot, Marriott, and Adams. I'm also missing some of the surnames of wives. | don't 
know the surnames of some of the Owens wives? 
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East Tennessee 2016 

In 2016 | also made my first Trip to the Forgey area of East Tennessee. | attended the 
Tennessee First Families Reunion during that trip, which included seminars on Tennessee 
genealogy, and a tour of historical places in East Tennessee. | also met a distant Forgey 
cousin Kenneth Edmondson after years of collaboration via email and Facebook. 
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| also applied to become a member of First Families of Tennessee in 2016. | was accepted 
based on my ancestor Roger Browning. 


Historical Highlights Tour of East Coast 2016 

In 2016 | also took a Historical Highlights tour of the East Coast with Trafalgar Tours. This 
tour covered my ancestral areas of Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. We also visited the 
area in Virginia where my German ancestors lived in the Shenandoah Valley. | was able to 
visit the Christ Church in Philadelphia where my Browning ancestors married. 
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Nicaragua again Christmas 2016 
| returned to Nicaragua again at the end of 2016 to do a little more sightseeing. | was able to 
see more of Nicaragua on this trip. 


France and a 2nd Trip to England 2017 

In 2017 | visited France where my French Canadian ancestors originated. Some of my 
ancestors were from Paris where | spent a week. | loved visiting some of the churches my 
family was associated with. One of my favorite things to do was sit and look at the Seine 
River, and the passing boats. One of my ancestral families lived on a bridge spanning the 
Seine. Happy to have ancestors from this beautiful place. 
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A 2nd Trip to East Tennessee Summer 2017 

| visited Tennessee again in 2017 to do a little research in the McPike's Washington County. | 
stayed in the lovely little town of Jonesborough. | highly recommend visiting that cute town if 
you are visiting East Tennessee. | was able to visit the house of the man who made land 
entries for the county, and the room where he would have recorded the William McPike's land 
entries. 


New York City July 2017 

From Tennessee | headed for New York for my first visit there in early July. | was so excited 
to visit the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. My Kappel/Kurta family arrived in America 
through Ellis Island as did my Irish Mullen/Huvane family. 
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Indiana Spring 2018 

In 2018 | visited Indiana where my grandfather Charles Lynn Forgey was born, for the first 
time. | stayed in Jackson County where my grandfather and generations of his family lived 
back to the early 19th Century. | loved Jackson County with it's beautiful farms, and 
countryside. | felt very much at home there. | was able to meet my Forgey/Roller double 
cousin Nan Harvey on this trip after years of communicating at Facebook. 


Visiting my ancestors graves was very moving. 
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| did my very first courthouse research at the Jackson County Courthouse in Brownstown on 
this trip. 


Chicago, Illinois September 2017 

| visited my father and paternal grandmother's birthplace of Chicago for the first time in 2017. 
| had been wanting to visit Chicago for so long. It was a thrill to finally visit there. The weather 
was perfect too! | could definitely move to Chicago, but this California girl may not tolerate 
the cold winter weather. 
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Germany, Austrian, & Hungary 2018 

| visited ancestral countries of Germany, Austria, and Hungary for the first time in 2018. All of 
these countries are beautiful. | was saying ooh aah constantly, especially in the mountainous 
areas of Germany and Austria. 
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Visiting Burgenland, Austria for the first time in 2018 was so exciting. When | discovered my 
family was from there in 1999 | was dying to visit someday, and that someday came in 2018. 
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Visiting Graz was also something I've wanted to do since learning that my grandfather 
Rudolph Kappel was born on the outskirts of that city. It's a lovely city was an exotic feel. 


Ireland May 2019 

In 2019 | continued my heritage travels visiting Ireland in May. My great-grandmother mother 
Helen Mullen-Mason was born in Galway, Ireland. | wondered if | would like Ireland as much 
as England? | found that | liked it just as much as England. | think Ireland is even a little more 
interesting than England because of the pub entertainment. Also Ireland has a cozy feel that 
makes you feel at home. Plus being surround by so much history everywhere is wonderful. 
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Happily | was able to visit my Mullen family's townland of Pollaturick. Thanks to my cousin 
Darryl | was able to locate and visit the Mullen family home. 


| also visited family cemetery. 
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Spain June 2019 

From Ireland | flew to Spain for a week. This was also my first trip to Spain. | wondered if | 
would like Spain as much as Italy? Spain is definitely as history filled and beautiful as Italy. 
Spain is also special because | have some Spanish heritage. According to research done by 
another researcher my Del Castillo family came from the Sevilla area. | loved Sevilla and 
nearby Granada. Spain is amazing! 
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Quebec, Canada August 2019 


My final heritage trip of the year was to Quebec last August, and | fell in love with it just like 
all of the other places I've been. My ancestor Pierre Masson/Peter Mason was a native of 
Quebec. 
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Now | can cross out finding photos of my Kappel great-grandparents from my genealogy to 
do list. 


1. | think my number one priority this year is going to be trying to find out more about the 
mysterious Alexander Forgey of Washington County, Virginia. We don't know who his 
children are, and we don't know where or when he died? We lose all track of him in 
1807. Still looking 

2. While researching the Brower family | saw Brenneman given as Susannah Brower's 
mother Eve's maiden name. | can't confirm this. | would like some documentation for 
this? Still looking 

3. I've been doing some Browning family research this year. | would like to find more 
documentation linking the Tennessee Brownings with Maryland. Also need to find 
documentation that Elizabeth Drane was Edward's wife. | visited Greene County, TN. 
I've collected up more deeds for the Browning Family in Tennessee. Still only have 
circumstantial evidence for the Maryland connection 


5. Another carry over from previous years is finding the death information for Patrtek 
Mutter and Mary Huvane who died in Ireland. | was able to find the death information 
for both Patrick Mullen. He died 13 Aug 1930 in Pollaturick Co. Galway Ireland. | even 
found the name of his mother, a detail | never even thought was possible. | was also 
able to identify the breed of dogs my family owned in Ireland, and what color they 
were, by using the Dog License register at Findmypast. 


6. This year | would like to focus on my Browning line and maybe find a male to take the 
Y DNA test for our line. 


7. | would like to work on filling in my photo tree also which is at the top of this blog post. | 
need someone to come forward with these remaining photos. 


This has been a busy decade. | need to rest a bit before beginning some new adventures in 
family history. 


Happy New Year and New Decade! 
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Tuesday, December 3, 2019 


Resources I've Used to Fill In the Story of My 
French Canadian Family 


Search This 
Blog 


My Blog List 


Geneabloggers 
Blogiversary 
Spotlight: Empty 
Branches on the 


Family Tree 
Rue Saint Louis. The street where Anne Greslon inherited property. 2 days ago 

NN 
The first French Canadian family history research resources | was introduced to when | Arlene Eakle's 
started my research 20 years ago were the the Catholic Church records and Census records. Ueto ied 
| then moved to some of the Jesuit writings and wills. I've also used Familysearch.org notarial WPA, and your 
records on film and digitized to fill in missing documentation. Genealogy 

3 years ago 
A few months ago | was able fill in some additional information regarding my Mason/Masson 
great-grandparents using the resources | already knew about. The problem finding them in 

Followers 


the past involved indexing errors. These records are now showing up when | enter their 
names because someone has corrected these errors at Ancestry.ca. Followers (113) Next 


ae = 
Pon K tae 
| had no idea when my ancestors Pierre Masson and Aurelie Lambert died until this year a 


when the Census index was corrected at Ancestry.ca. 2 


In the 1871 Census for Quebec, Canada we indeed find Aurelie misspelled Orilie. Finding iy é. 
this record confirmed to me that the Pierre Masson and Aurelie Lambert were still living in as 
Quebec, and in the same area as in 1851. It appears their son is living close to the couple 


because their son Augustin Masson is the next entry on this Census record. 
nae’ 


Favorite Links 


Burgenland Bunch 
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In the 1881 Census for Quebec, Canada the same ancestral couple's entry is again indexed 
wrong. With both the name surname Masson, and the first name Aurelie difficult to read for 
those not familiar with this couple and a foreign handwriting | can see why the indexer had 
problems deciphering this entry. This entry confirmed the couple was still alive in 1881, which 
suggested | should look for their death records in Quebec church records. 
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Not finding this couple in the 1871 and 1881 Census for Canada, previously, | assumed they 
probably migrated to maybe New England? | didn't find them in the Catholic Church death 
records which seemed to support a migration away from the Quebec area at least. Armed 
with the new information | now focused on finding a death record in Canada. 


| did locate Pierre Masson's Catholic Church death record. | was not able to locate it before 
because his name was mistakenly indexed as Pierre Mallon. He died on 20 Feb 1889 in the 
family area of Riviere-Du-Loup (Louiseville), Quebec, Canada. If | had paged through the 
books instead of relying on the index | would have found it. The entry is definitely for my 
Pierre Masson because it states that his wife was Aurelie Lambert. 
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Pierre's widow Aurelie Lambert died fairly soon after her husband on 19 Aug 1890, in St- 
Barnabé-Nord, Maskinongé, Québec, Canada. She was living with family in that area after 
her husband died. 
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| had wondered if this couple had followed their son, my ancestor Pierre Masson/Peter 
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Mason to America, now | know they didn't. | actually did page through the death records for 
St-Leon-le-Grande, but Pierre's death occurred in a neighboring parish and Aurelie died in an 
area | had never heard of before. 


The Library and National Archives of Quebec online 


Recently | was introduced to some new resources searchable online. This site "BAnQ's" 
contains digitized copies of early Quebec records including notarial records. | found many 
interesting family records which fill in the stories of my ancestors lives in Quebec, and 
provide more documentation for may family tree. 


Some of the book resources I've found helpful: 


1. Inventory of wills, donations and inventories of the French regime kept at the Archives 
judiciaires de QuébecVolume 1 

2. Inventory of wills, donations and inventories of the French regime kept at the Archives 
judiciaires de Québec Volume 2 

3. Inventory of wills, donations and inventories of the French regime kept at the Archives 
judiciaires de Québec Volume 3 


The 27 volumes of "Inventory of the registries of the notaries of the French Regime” is also 
an important book collection. 


The most important collection is the Archives Textuelles which has been digitized. An 
important archival collection online is the "collection Piéces judiciaires et notariales". 


If you have some specific information about a notarial document you are looking for you may 
be able to find the document here: Archives des notaires du Québecdes origines a 1937 . 
Ancestry.ca also has notarial documents which are easier to search for, but | have not found 
everything I've been looking for there. The notarial records are very helpful because they 
record marriage contracts and can be used for documentation when church marriage records 
are missing. 


| found a land transaction in a book digitized by BAnQ's. | wish | had seen it before visiting 
Quebec. | may have seen something about this land transaction before, but it slipped my 
mind? My ancestor Anne Greslon a widow, and her first husband owned land in the upper 
town of Quebec City. The land was located on the main thoroughfare of the city, on Rue Saint 
Louis. | stayed in a hotel on that street during my visit in August. Anne's second husband, 
Jean Masson, was my ancestor and he assisted her in selling this land after they married. 
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From the same records | discovered my ancestor Jean Masson worked as a miller, which 
seemed to be a family occupation. He had some business contract disputes with customers 
as recorded in these records. 
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| loved touring the Chateau-Richer area, and felt pride in the fact | had an ancestral 
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connection to that place. Little did | know at the time my own ancestors were thrown out of 
that place. 
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= ade of 
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Here is a bit more about the case of my ancestor Jeanne Vignaude: "Trial of Jeanne Vignault, 
wife of Jacques Greslon dit Laviolette, resident of Beaupré coast, Jeanne Greslon, wife of 
Pierre Dasylva dit LePortugais (Portuguese), daughter of said Greslon and Vignault, 
Madeleine Larcher, wife of Elie Voisin, seaman, and Jeanne Olivier, wife of André Leroux, 
tailor, accused of scandal; mention is made of the interrogations of the accused, it is ordered 
that the said Larcher and Vignault will be questioned again, the said accused Vignault, 
Greslon, Larcher and Olivier are convicted of having led a bad life and causing a public 
scandal to the city, are condemned to leave the said city, and the name Jacques Dubord, 
quoted in two interrogations, is called to tell the truth" I'm not sure what this group of women 
did? Whatever they did these families did indeed leave the area. 


| also found a land record for my ancestor Abraham Martin. 
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The heirs of Abraham Martin go to court over his estate in 1664. 


Order of the intendant Jean Talon deciding that the part pertaining to Charies-Amador Martin, minor, will be given to the Jesuit Fathers on the receipt of which Renée 
Branche will be unloaded. in response to the request of the heirs of Abrahem Martin against said René Branche for s better setilement of the estate of said Martin 
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| also found a record referring to an inventory of the late Abraham Martin's movables in 
notarial records. The inventory was performed on 7 October 1664. 
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Nichols Perillard appears several times in these records. A man by that name was sent to the 
Royal Prisons. I'm not sure what his relationship to my family is? | believe he is related 
however. 


Trial of Nicolas Périiard said Bourguignon, accused and prisoner in the royal prisons of Quebec, mention of interrogetions and Communications to the prosecutor 
mention of a named Saint-Michel, and condemnation of said Périllard to 20 pounds of fine towards the King 
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My own ancestors Nicholas Perillard and Marie Sabourin, and their family, of Montreal also 
appear in these records. A tutor was hired for their children which resulted in the drawing up 
of several documents. 
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The heirs of Rene Alary and Louise Thibault were named in a court record in the Banq 
collection. 


Judgment that defaults to Jean-Francois Alary, Joseph Alary, Francots Beauchamp dit Lapraine and Marie-Anne Alary, his wile, snd Jeanne Alary, af chidren of the 
late René Grand-Alary and Louise Thibault, against Jean Letarire, inhabRant of Neuville 
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| have no record of birth for Marie Louise Houde who married Charles Lemay so it's nice to 
have additional documentation regarding her parentage from a court record generated after 
her parents death. The children of Louis Houde and Madeleine Boucher were listed as heirs, 
along with their spouses, on a document settling the family estate. I'm seeing a bit of a 
problem here because | have Marie Louise Lemay's death occurring in the year 1713 but this 
document appears to suggest she died before 1712? 


on the motion presented by Louts Houde, resident of Sainte-Croix, #3 attorney for the heirs of te decessed master Louis Houde and Madeleine Soucher 
thet father and mother, living inhabRants of Sainte-Croix. conceming 6 dwelling 
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Genealogie Quebec 


I've also used the catholic church records at Genealogie Quebec. | found this site a good 
place to identify the children of a couple and collect their records. The ability to search by 
couple allowed me to more easily collect the records of siblings. I'm finding the witnesses and 
godparents in these records are helpful because they often include extended family 
members. It can be important as circumstantial evidence in cases where you are uncertain 
about relationships because names are spelled wrong, or dit names are used. 


Sometimes you find famous godparents such as Samuel Champlain acting as a godparent of 
a relative. Abraham Martin and Marguerite Langlouis's daughter Helene's godfather was 
Samuel Champlain. 


Below we see the grandfather of Marguerite Pare is her godfather. Aunts and Uncles are also 
often godparents. 


Aime 
— ee ey 7 sce fb es 


, tr. red 
, ee etude } <a hook nyne “poe 
¢ “ep pnp? ¢ hats - tte suc BP be 7 d 
c - $ ice : 


“+r t E 2 
EN AEE A A tut Oe Aa fe 
: Maneatis te 


- . 
ms (2° 
£ Pu» des vray et 4 ‘4 “< 


| noticed Scholastique was a popular name in one family. Saint Scholastica was Patroness of 
Benedictine women's communities; school; tests; books; reading; convulsive children; nuns; 
invoked against storms and rain. Scholastique Lambert was Marie Masson's godmother and 
aunt. 
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I'm adding godparents to baptismal notes using Rootsmagic. 
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Familysearch.org online records for Quebec 


| also often refer to the online records at Familysearch.org when trying to find documentation 
for my French Canadian ancestors. 


Now that I've collected up witnesses and godparents I'm much more confident regarding the 
accuracy of my family tree. | wondered how the PRDH was able to reconstruct families when 
so many of the records are so difficult to read and there are many misspellings of names, 
and changing dit names? After collecting up the family records I've noticed how small the 
population was in many communities. Recognizing surnames and families becomes easier 
once you've become familiar with the local surnames. 


My research on my French Canadian ancestors has moved forward a great deal since my 
visit to Quebec in August. The trip inspired me to continue to research the records for more 
information about my family. | now have a better picture of the lives of my French Canadian 


ancestors. 


Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to everyone! 


Joyeux Noel! 
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Posted by at | 


Friday, November 15, 2019 


| began my research on my Kapple/Kappel line in 1998 when few documents were available 
online. The cost of requesting documents by mail was often expensive so | concentrated on 
my direct line only. Now that many documents are online and can be found free of charge at 
Familysearch.org I'm able to gather information on my ancestor Mary/Maria Kurta-Kappel's 
siblings. Ancestry.com also has copies of original documents which you can access more 
economically, often, than requesting it from an archive or government agency. 


My Austrian cousins/ DNA matches have provided me with more information, which along 
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with affordable copies of documents, has allowed me to fill in the story of my Burgenland 


immigrant ancestors. 


| knew my own ancestors came to American, but didn't know how many of their siblings did. 
My great-grandparents Frank Kappel and Maria Kurta immigrated to America in the 1890's. | 
collected up all the information | could find about them. 


When the Ellis Island records came online | was able to find my great-grandparent's and two 
great-great-grandfathers Christian Koppel and Johann Kurta. According an obituary from the 
early 1930's all but one Kurta sibling was living in America in 1932. 
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"Allentown Morning Call" 1932 


With this information and that provided by my Austrian cousins | have found more 
documentation for the family. 


Johann Kurta father of this family was born 1 March 1852 in Inzenhof now 
Burgenland, Austria 

The father of the family listed above Johann Kurta visited his daughter and son-in-law in 
1900. It appears he stayed at least a couple of years. He probably had the photo below taken 


during his visit? 


On the passenger list he appears on he is said to be a smith by occupation and he names his 
son-in-law Frank Kepel (Kappel) as a relative living in Egypt, Pennsylvania, which was also 
his final destination. He sailed aboard the ship S.S. Westernland which sailed out of Antwerp, 


Belgium. 
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Julia Kurta-Deutsch born 27 September 1882 in Inzenhof now Burgeland 


Austria 
She came to America in 1899, a year after her sister and my great-grandmother immigrated 
to America. 


She gave the address of my great-grandparents and named Frank Kappel as her brother-in- 
law. She arrived at the Port of New York where she would have taken a train to Allentown, 
Pennsylvania where she would join her sister and brother-in-law. 
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She married in 1902. She was a minor and her father Johann gave her his permission to 
marry. Julia's occupation was Cigar Marker and her husband Andrew Deutsch was a wire 


worker. 
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Rosina/Rose/Rozalia Kurta- Nusslein was born 8 February 1885 in 
Inzenhof now Burgenland, Austria. 

My aunt Loretta and | match the Kurta/Nisslein family of Austria at FamilyTree DNA and 
MyHeritage. Rose (Rosina) Kurta/Nusslein was the sister of my ancestor Maria 
Kurta/Kappel. 
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Filling in Rosina's story begins with her immigration to America through the port of New York 
in 1902. Maybe she came to attend her sister Julia's wedding? 


Instead of naming her sister or brother-in-law as relatives she named her father Johann Kurta 
who she said was living in McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania (| had a great deal of difficulty 
deciphering the name of that place) . The woman listed above her gave my great- 
grandmother's name as a relative. Maria's address was the same as her father Johann. 


via Dp titi 
é28 Cre Capers Fé 
“ Ap yee ed BY 


a Juttbrne Mette 

ss oe 

in| Bae? eebeld Ma ey ; 
.a8 Aigrt | Patel Wes 
ip] ¢ ee Ws 


pep ae 


She stayed on in Pennsylvania where she apparently met her husband George Nusslein who 
she married in 1904 in Butler, Pennsylvania. Rosina's occupation was said to be 
housekeeper and her husband George was a baker. 


MANRIAGE DICIENEI 

ee Pomel, Coy Han om 

(Ee amp Sinan of the Roane, Dewier of she Prams ar ary sien oft oe prem tthentnad ty ew Se datimnete mesg 
0 tL ely eee Ste pe at te a em ee sc Hy | | 

be Mle bah atnte of ese ing A he sien and eemnete of pee 


~~ Teepe me. brahace  _s 


—- 


Tak AIAN CORT weld Cemty te ot te sd 


_— eee —ascatuafhinhinhe-ois oni gustinnentenegytgibaatane bi 
= Pant at et eee aa mewn) | 


ge =i ag len mu 


ete 


Hictabiincs = 1 Ree Cameny waa eagu eh | | 
¢ i 


| didn't know the marriage photos her descendant shared with me were taken in 
Pennsylvania. | had assumed she married in Austria. 
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Another photo of Rosina should have been a clue that she married in America because she 
is wearing light colored modern clothing which wouldn't have been worn in Inzenhof where 
adult women wore dark colors. The photo below is part of the set taken for her wedding in 
1904. 


The Nusslein decided to return to Europe around 1907 when they purchased a farm in Hart, 
Pischelsdorf, Austria where they remained for the rest of their lives. 


Anna Barbara Nusslein was born 6 July 1909 in Hart, Austria (my grandfather Rudolph 
Christian Kapple was born in April 1909, also in Hart, Austria). Anna married into the Jandl 
family. A Jandl cousin, Anna's son is a 2nd cousin match for my aunt Loretta on the atDNA at 
Family Tree DNA and MyHeritage. 


Nise 


pramneomll a3. 


The sons came later 

The Kurta daughters came to America first. Possibly they came to find a husband, because 
all 3 of them married in America. With so much out migration from what is today Burgenland 
it was likely to be difficult to find young men to marry as they were coming to America to 
work. 


The sons of Johann Kurta and Anna Jost were younger than their daughters (with the 
exception of Stephen who probably stayed in Austria). These boys didn't come to America 
until they were thought to be old enough to travel alone. They remained in Inzenhof with their 
mother Anna Kurta nee Jost when their father spent time in America. 


John Kurta was born 27th June 1889 in Inzenhof now Burgenland, Austria 


John Kurta came to America in 1907. He gives the address of his brother-in-law Frank 
Kappel and misidentifies him as his uncle. 
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Johann Kurta Jr. filed his declaration of intention to become a United States Citizen in 1909. 
The ship he arrived on seems to be misidentified as Vaterland, the ship his sister and bother 
took in 1910. The actual passenger list appears to say Zeeland. 


We learn more about Johann/John from his Declaration of Intention for naturalization. His 
hair is said to have been blond his eyes brown, and he is 5'6 in height. He worked as a 
brewer. A profession that would end when prohibition was instituted in 1920. 
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According to Johann's WWI Draft registration he was working as a brewer at the 
Northampton Brewing Company. He says he has a wife and two children to support when he 


registers for the draft in 1917. He was married to a Justina Oswald. | have not been able to 
find a marriage record of this couple. 
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In 1920 John Kurta and family appear on the 1920 Census for Northampton, Pennsylvania. 
His former employment at the brewery likely ended with prohibition he now worked at a 
cement mill. | would suspect that a cement mill job was less desirable than a brewery job. 
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It appears John Kurta worked his way out of the cement mill, or the depression eliminated his 
job? According to the US 1930 Census John Kurta now owned his own farm. This sounds 
like wonderful progress but the depression lowered the prices of farm produce and farmers 
struggled. 


We see below that John Kurter/Kurta is listed in the 1930 Census with sons but not his wife 
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Justina/Gustina was an inmate in the Allentown State Insane Asylum in 1930. Some 
immigrants to the United States from different cultures had difficulty adjusting to life here. 
Cultural differences, coupled with financial uncertainly, drove some to insanity. 
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The stress of upended careers, a wife in an asylum, and left to raise his children alone 
appears to have caused John's health to suffer. He died on 21 August 1932 at the young age 
of 43. He died of TB which was often caused by poverty, and a weak immune system. 
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Frank Kurta was born 1 May 1884 in Inzenhof now Burgenland, Austria 
Frank Kurta came to America in 1910 on the same ship, Vaterland, as his sister who was 
returning to America from a visit to Austria. This passenger list states Frank was blind in one 


eye. He came with an MD's Certificate which stated his disability. 
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| have not found a marriage record for Frank Kurta. He was still single when he registered for 
the WWI draft in 1917. Here we find his birth information confirmed. He is living in Chicago 
and working for McAvoy Brewery as a bottler. He is described as medium height and 


complexion, with light brown eyes and hair. 
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One reason why | can't find much about Frank could be that he fell on hard times after the 


McAvoy brewery closed down in 1920 when prohibition was enforced. 


Joseph Kurta was born 7 March 1887 in Inzenhof now Burgenland, Austria 
Joseph Kurta came to America in 1905 with his sister Maria. He gave the address and 
named his brother-in-law Frank Kappel as the person he was joining in America, and of 


course Maria named Frank as her husband. 
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| haven't been able to find much out about Joseph Kurta. 


He married a Cecilia Brunner on 6 Feb 1915 in Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. Cecilia like her 
sister-in-law Julia Kurta-Deutsch worked as a cigar marker which may be how her brother 
met Cecilia? The marriage record also confirms that Joseph's father was a blacksmith. 
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| also found Joseph living in Sayre, Pennsylvania on the 1930 Census the same place he 
was said to be living in the obituary of his brother John Kurta. He was a laborer on the steam 
railroad. He said he was still married but he was not living with his wife, instead he was living 


in a boarding house. 
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When Joseph Kurta registers for the draft during WWII he does not mention his wife but 
instead gives the name of his sister Julia Kurta-Deutsch. A description of him states he is 5'5" 
in height and weighs 180 pounds. He has brown hair and blue eyes. He no longer works for 


the steam railroad. He has scars on his left thumb which perhaps he got while working for the 
railroad? 
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Joseph Kurta died 23 August 1954. The prayer card for Joseph Kurta is still in the possession 
of the descendants of Rosina Kurta-Nuesslein's family in Austria. 
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Herman Kurta was born 24th of July in 1891 in Inzenhof now in 


Burgenland, Austria 


He came to America 1910 through the port of New York. 
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Herman was naturalized in 1915. 
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Herman Kurta married Anna Zatler 15th of May 1915 in Cook County, Illinois. 


Herman Kurta registered for the draft during WWI and named his wife and child Arthur as 
dependants. His occupation was driving a milk wagon. 


19/24 


1/18/24, 11:59 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


te ee | F/G) A ~ 


Mi “7 Ws 


4 + Soaacaner © 


eee 7 "Oo 


few pens lke mat, on ld ene Has inte 


1) | Tet oor meee toe nee tet tae, Se 
Same 
Ress sen on 
Natiews thor #1 Sa 


In 1920, according to the US Census, he was working in the car shop for a railroad car 
manufacturer, and living with Anna his wife and Arthur his son. My great-uncle Steve Kappel 
was also living in his Uncle's household also working for the same railroad car manufacturer; 
likely the company his father worked for Pullman. 


Herman Kurta had a family photo taken with himself, his wife Anna, and an unknown man 
who could be Steve Kappel or his brother Frank Kurta? 


The changing economic climate during the Depression also resulted in a career change for 
Herman who was listed as working as a cook in a Diner along with his wife Anna (nicknamed 
Daisy) according to the 1940 Census. I'm not sure if they were owners of the Diner or they 
were employees there? 


Herman P. Kurta/Curta died 10 December 1959 in Chicago, Cook County, Illinois. 
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Ferdinand/Nandor Kurta born 7 January 1899 in Inzenhof now 
Burgenland, Austria 

According to his brother John's obituary Ferdinand came to America and lived in Chicago, 
Illinois. 


| first learned about Ferdinand from a couple of photos of him sent to me by our Austrian 
cousins..| didn't have any information about Ferdinand until | paged through the Rabafuzes 
Civil Registration records at FamilySearch.org and found his birth information. 


| have found no record of him in the United States so the obituary might be in error? 


The fact that Ferdinand sent a postcard from the Rose Hotel in Kormend with his photo on it 
to his sister, likely when he was in his teens, means he was still living in the Burgenland area 
during WWI. It was more difficult to immigrate to the United States during the 1920's and 
later. 
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A photo of him with a woman and child (maybe his wife and child?) was likely taken in the 
1920's. The little boy has an Austrian style hat so I'm thinking this photo was taken in 
Austria? It's possible Ferdinand came to the United States but didn't stay? 
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Brother named Brothers not named in obituary? 

Another brother named Frederick was said to be living in Europe? | haven't found a brother 
named Frederick in the church or Civil Registration records? | have a Vincze not named in 
the obituary and a Stephen. | initially found Stephen when | first began research in the church 
records 20 years ago. The church records on microfilm at the Family History Library in Salt 
Lake City, UT, and the digitized records at Familysearch.org, end with the 1895 church 


records. However the Civil Registration records, which are also digitized, pickup where those 
leave off. 


Because the Civil records begin in 1895 | was able to find Vincze's birth record. | first learned 
about him because my great-uncle Joseph Kappel mentioned him on a passenger list when 
he returned to America in 1922 after being raised by family in Austria (which is another story, 
for another time). Joseph stated he had an uncle named Vincze Kurta living in Inzenhof. 
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| thought he may have been wrong about the name but Johann Kurta's death record has a 
Vince as the person who reported Johann's death. 
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Vineze Kurta was born 21 January 1896 in Borosgodor which is now Inzenhof, Burgenland, 
Austria. | didn't find him earlier because he was born after the available church records. 
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Mysteries remain 

| haven't been able to find Ferdinand in any American records, his brothers in America are 
missing from some of the censuses they should appear on. There should be a marriage 
record for John Kurta. 


| also have an unidentified brother whose photo is below? | believe he isn't Herman or 
Ferdinand. He may be John, Joseph, Frank, or Vince? 


The Story of the Kurta Immigrants 

The story of the Kurta Immigrants is a story familiar to many families who immigrated from 
Burgenland, Austria. They followed the same migration paths as their neighbors, and worked 
for the same companies. They fell victim to economic downturns, and some decided to return 
to the old country. Other prospered and stayed. 


| didn't know anyone in my family worked in breweries, but now | know Frank and John Kurta 


both worked in breweries, and both likely lost their jobs due to prohibition. I'm sure other 
Burgenland immigrants fell victim to prohibition layoffs in bars and breweries. 
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These families had to weather the Great Depression. We know John Kurta didn't make it to 
see the end of the Depression, but other family members did and worked there way up into 
the middle class. It took a lot of courage for them to come to a country where they didn't 
speak the language, and where they faced some discrimination. They toughed it out and 
made it anyway, and | salute them for that. 
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| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 


concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Wednesday, October 23, 2019 


Using Facial Recognition to ID Photo & 
Finally Success After Twenty Years! 


This photo only says Koppel on the back. The family matches Mary Kurta-Kappel and the 5 children she left 
Belgium with in 1910. Likely taken in what is now Inzenhof, Burgenland, Austria 


I've been searching of for photos of my Kappel great-grandparents, and their children, fora 
little over 20 years. I've been asking my family, and distant cousins online, if they had any 
such photos? For many years I've done frequent Google searches, and searched through the 
photos at Ancestry hoping to find photos of my great-grandparents and 10 of their 11 
children. | was given a photo of my grandfather by an Aunt when | was a child. My 
grandparents divorced when my father was a child, and my grandmother moved with her 
children to Los Angeles. My grandfather remained in Chicago. The family knew very little 
about the Kappel side of the family and had no photos of them. My father didn't look like my 
grandmother's side of the family, and neither do I. I've been dying to see what the side of the 
family we took after looked like? The family was from what is today Inzenhof, Burgenland, 
Austria. 


A 2nd cousin match of one of my aunt's contacted me to tell me he had some photos. That 
was last May when | was in Ireland and not checking my email. Fortunately | got in contact 
with him again in September. Coincidentally another relative got in contact with me at 
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Ancestry around the same time. She also had family photos. After all this time two people Followers (113) Next 

came forward with photos! Bk | 

My aunt's 2nd cousin match, who lives in Austria, has dozens of family photos the problem is 2 
= } 

many aren't marked. How does one identify people in photos, many taken over 100 years 

old? | thought about that for a while and remembered facial recognition software could match aR 6. 

up the faces. The FamilySearch Discovery site Compare-A-Face's feature was the only once a 

| was familiar with; so | began comparing the marked photos with the unmarked photos. 

The FamilySearch Compare-A-Face feature gives you a percentage which represents your EE re 

likeness to the person you're comparing with. The site is designed to allow you to compare : 

yourself with your ancestors and relatives. | found that it's actually even more helpful when it 

comes to comparing the same people in different photos at different ages. & Ey ina 

What | needed to do after beginning my comparison was to decide what percentage would 


indicate the a person in two different photos was the same person? | haven't found a relative 

that | matched that was more than 60% similar to me, my father who looked much like his 

father had a 70% likeness to him. I've also found that even unrelated people can get a 60% Favorite Links 
likeness, which would lead me to believe that any match in that range isn't really significant. It 


; She : : Burgenland Bunch 
appears to me that a likeness over 70% indicates a relationship between those compared.A LL ee nee 


likeness over 90% is a strong indication the people in the two photos are the same person Learn Genetic 
wy: . Genealogy 
(although siblings can match in that range). 
The marked photos | have are mainly of people over 50 years of age. The unmarked ones Blog Archive 
are of people under 40. Here is an example using a comparison of my great-grandmother 2024 (1) 
v 


Mary Kurta-Kappel's photos. It gives a 97% likeness which | would take as a confirmation 


they are of same woman. If both photos were taken at around the same ages | would expect ¥ January (1) 


a 99% likeness. Below we see Mary on the left under 30 years of age, and Mary, on the right, Examining 
in her 70's. There are still enough similarities too make an accurate identification. I've found ‘oe for 
this isn't always the case. Some people change quite substantially with age and their Clues 
comparisons fall below 90%. Also the quality of the photos makes a difference. Poor quality 
images may not produce accurate results. Pm 2023 (15) 
Pm 2022 (21) 
> 2021 (17) 
Pm 2020 (18) 
m 2019 (16) 
Pm 2018 (22) 
Pm 2017 (31) 
Pm 2016 (24) 
| had wondered how high a percentage would be possible among family members who look 
; Pm 2015 (30) 
very much alike? | was saying that 90% scores generally confirm two people are the same, 
but actually siblings can also match in the 90% range at FamilySearch. That is because this m 2014 (53) 
feature at FamilySearch isn't designed for the purpose of identifying the same person in m 2013 (59) 
different photos. | think it is very helpful for doing that in most cases because most people 
; — > 2012 (76) 
aren't carbon copies of other people. Siblings can be an exception, however. 
Pm 2011 (94) 
| decided to try the Amazon AWS site to see if it would help me differentiate people that look 
very much alike such as these siblings below. The FamilySearch Compare-A-Face feature 
About Me 


says they are 92% similar and we might conclude they are the same person? No they are 


not. They are Kurta family sisters Mary and Rosalia. ex 
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View my complete 
profile 


Feedjit 


The facial comparison feature at Amazon is called Rekognition. It's used by law enforcement 
agencies to identify criminals. Doing a comparison of the same photos with the same people 
above Rekognition isn't giving a percentage score in the 90's or 80's, for that matter, because 
the strike mark through the equals signs means they are unlikely to be the same person at 
all. A close look at their facial features confirms to me this is a correct prediction. 


Reterance face Comparison faces Done with the dema? 


Learn more 


vy Results 


. EE. 


Bi - 


Amazon's facial Rekognition isn't very good when it comes to low quality images or people 
compared at different ages. I'm still using both sites for my comparisons. | feel very confident 
when both sites agree with nearly the same high percentages. 


The comparisons are especially difficult when it comes to children. Apple suggests children 
under 13 avoid using facial recognition on their phones because children, especially siblings, 
can look too much alike. Apparently children don't develop an appearance with enough 
distinctiveness until puberty for facial recognition to be a secure lock for devices. 


Here you can see how 2 siblings of different sexes are so similar looking they are both given 
high percentages of likeness by Amazon Rekognition. The photo of the family group is 
marked Koppel on the back with no first names. The mother in the photo matches Mary 
Kurta-Kappel at a high percentage so | would say this is Mary and her children. Mary and 5 
of her children sailed from a port in Belgium to New York in 1910. These children seem to 
match those children age wise (maybe a goodbye photo?). The eldest boy was Stephen. | 
would guess the boy in both photos is likely Stephen at different ages. 
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Reference face Con son face 
aarccimnb it > :sachiataatatadg Done with the demo? 


Learn more 


~ Results 


Similarity 96 4% 


Choose @ Sample image Choose # sample image 


We also see faces that aren't as similar with the = sign struck through. 


Another match between this photo and an unmarked photo is the one below. It appears the 
eldest, daughter in the family group photo matches another photo of a woman with her 
husband and baby. | wouldn't have caught this without facial recognition. Once | saw the high 
percentage | looked at the two photos very carefully and the look of the eyes, shape the face, 
and mouth do look very much alike. There is a possibility of error when it comes to using 
computer generated facial comparisons. You have to examine the photos yourself and decide 
whether the predictions are correct? As | have read humans are still better than computers at 
picking up subtle differences in faces. 
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Reference fac Comparison feces rn y 
eference face ace te ts Done with the demo? 


Learn more 


* Resulls 


976% 


One feature which is helpful that FamilySearch Compare-a-Face doesn't have, and Amazon's 
Rekognition does, is you can find someone using a single photo of them uploaded on the left 
and a group photo on the right. An example of this is the comparison below. | used a photo of 
Johann Koeppel at his wedding and a group photo of his sister Juliana's wedding. This 
feature successfully picked Johann out of the crowd, and eliminated the rest of the group. 


+ Results 


Sirtufanly O83 % 


| have a few people in photos | haven't be able to identify. Here is an example of how I'm 
trying to identify these people. | have a photo of 3 people that is unmarked, below, or it is 
stuck down with glue so you can't see the back? According to what is written on this photo 
page 3 siblings may appear in photos on this page. They are named as Julia, Herman, and 
Maria/Mary (Mary is my ancestor). A photo at the top of the page appears to be of 3 siblings. 
We know Herman is the man in the photo but the two women are trickier. According to facial 
recognition their faces are similar to one another with high percentages of similarity. My 
observation is the woman on the right is Maria/Mary. So is the woman on the left Julia? | 
have no marked photos of her so | don't know? | would like more verification before | make a 
judgement. Since the two women look alike | would guess they are very likely Mary and her 
sister Julia? 
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When comparing the unknown person in the photo above with another unknown in another 
photo there are similarities. The wedding photo, below right, was obviously taken many years 
before the photo above so there is unlikely to be an exact likeness. According to 
FamilySearch's Compare-A-Face they are 85% similar. I've verified with other family photos 
that can be the case as people age they often compare with younger photos in the 80% 
range. However, Amazon's Rekognition disagrees, and does not identify them as possibly the 
same person. Like | said before Amazon's feature doesn't do as well with poor quality images 
or people at different ages. Unlike the FamilySearch feature this product is designed to 
identify the same person at around the same age. 


Care always has to be taken because even cousins look alike. | have enough identified 
pictures of Mary/Maria Kurta-Kappel to identify the photo below with a high degree of 
confidence that this is Mary Kurta-Kappel with her husband Frank Kappel. It better be Frank 
or Mary was cheating lol. 
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| can further identify Frank by comparing him his cousin who is in marked photos. | thought 
he looked somewhat like his cousin; so | did the comparison. Compare-A-Face agrees with 
me. When I compared at Rekognition it did its job by declaring they were not the same 
person, and clearly they are not. However | now know cousins can have similarities in the 
80% range. 


Doing so many comparisons has helped me understand how these features work, and how 
to best use them for identifying unknown people in photographs, and even people who were 
wrongly identified in photos. 


Amazon's AWS Rekognition requires that you provide credit card information to use it. This 
feature is free to use. Other features on this site cost money to use so they want a credit card 
on file because of that. | think they want to know who is using this also? They'll charge your 
credit card a $1 fee to verify it is good. They are supposed to refund the dollar but this is so 
helpful | don't care if they do. It's worth $1. | had a hard time logging in the first time. You 
have to click the root login then enter your email address which brings up the box for your 
password. 


The only requirement for using the FamilySearch Compare-A-Face feature is a free account 
with them. The only draw back with using this site to compare multiple photos is when you 
want to change the primary person for comparison you have keep clicking menu in the top 
right hand corner to go back to the upload page (it's helpful to save images when asked 
although it doesn't always work?). You can compare with the primary person's photo, on the 
right, continuously by clicking the plus sign in the left corner to upload a photo or compare 
with saved photos shown across the top of the page. . 
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| am able to compare some of the photos using my own eyesight. People at different ages, 
and people who have gained or lost weight, can be tricky for me to compare using my vision 
alone. The facial recognition comparisons have been very helpful for me as | sort through 
dozens of photos. 


Never give up if you are also looking for photos of ancestors. You never know who might 
have them, or where they might be? Remember in the 20th Century our ancestors attended 
events where they may have been photographed, such as family weddings? Also my great- 
grandmother sent photos of herself and her family back to her sister who still lived in Austria. 
Keep looking and asking if you're looking for family photos. 


Below are some photos | can't identify. They were taken in Allentown, Pennsylvania. They are 
likely Kurta family relatives. One may be Julia Deutsch nee Kurta? 
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Monday, September 16, 2019 


The Augustine Nuns of Quebec and their 
Mission to Care for the Sick 
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The first hospital to treat the sick in New France was set up by the Augustine Sisters, they 
were also known as the Hospitaller Sisters because of their mission to care for the sick. They 
arrived in Quebec in 1639. The founding sisters of the Augustines in Quebec were Mothers 
Marie de Saint-Ilgnace Guenet, Marie de Saint-Bonaventure Forestier, and Anne de Saint- 
Bernard Le Cointre . Their first settlement in Quebec was in today's Sillery. Their financial 
supporter was a niece of the French Cardinal Richelieu named Marie-Madeleine de Vignerot, 
Duchess of Duchesse d'Aiguillon, who stated the focus of the Nuns should be on treating the 
Native Americans in order to convert them (unfortunately Europeans brought diseases with 
them that resulted many deaths). This first site for the treatment of the sick was basically a 
Native American camp site. They ministered to the sick at that site until their hospital and 
monastery were completed in the town of Quebec where they were safe from attack by the 
Iroquois. 


The hospital the Sisters founded was called Hotel Dieu, a name used in France for such 
facilities. A teaching hospital affiliated with the University of Laval in Quebec City sits on the 
original site of the Hotel Dieu. 


The Hotel Dieu Hospital was said to have a high cure rate for its time. An early doctor in this 
facility was well known for his surgical skills. According to the website "Ville de Quebec": An 
early doctor was, "Michel Sarrazin, who in 1700 successfully performed the first mastectomy 
in North America. His patient, a nun diagnosed with breast cancer, died 40 years later at the 
age of 77." 


The sisters couldn't rely on medicines shipped from faraway France so they had to learn to 
make their own. They used traditional French herbal medicines along with new ones they 
were introduced to by the Native Americans. 


The site of the hospital was expanded over its more than 300 year history with many 
additions added. There are 3 cemeteries on the grounds. One cemetery was for the poor, 
and another for those who died during the Seven Years War. 


A description of the Monastery buildings from the website Encyclopedia of French Cultural 
Heritage in North America: "The Augustinians of Dieppe, France, arrived in Quebec in 1639 
and set up temporary quarters in Sillery until their H6tel-Dieu—or hospital—was completed in 
1644. Thirty years later the site housed a monastery, chapel and two wards for the sick. In 
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1695 two new wings were added to the existing buildings to form a square courtyard. Fire 
ravaged the premises in 1755, leaving only one 1695 wing and the “noviciate” wing from 
1739-1740 in usable condition. Reconstruction work began in 1756 and lasted until 1758. A 
chapel, also overlooking Rue Charlevoix, was built between 1800 and 1803. The chapel and 
some of the works of art it contained were classified historic monuments by the Quebec 
government in 1961. The monastery, its grounds, the surrounding wall, and neighbouring 
buildings were classified a historic site in 2003." 


The Augustine Nuns founded 12 Monasteries and hospitals in Quebec. 


There were two hospital facilities in the area of the town of Quebec. One designed to treat on 
a short term basis, and another was a long term care facility as described below. 
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A virtual tour of the Augustine Museum 
The Museum contains medical equipment and other artifacts that belonged to the Nuns. 
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Those applying to become Augustine Nuns were given a pattern to make the postulates gown 


The Augustine Nuns like their Ursuline counterparts were cloistered. The only time they 
weren't cloistered behind walls and bars is when they served in the hospital. 
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Communion Wafer box 18th Century 
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Inhaler for dispensing medicine 
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Electrotherapy device from around about 1855 | 
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Anesthesia mask made by the Sisters in 1848 


wi 


Sterilizer from about 1920 


Anesthesia mask late 19th and early 20th century 
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Hypodermic injection kit Early 20th Century 


Stethoscope 2nd half the the 19th Century 
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Surgical instrument set used to remove musket balls soldier during the Battle of 
the Plains of Abraham 
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Extreme Unction Kit for giving last rights 
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Blood letting the sick was thought to restore health ,above is a tool for this process. 


Cupping was another process thought to have curative affects. Above are 19th Century cups. 


Disinfection table for surgeon in the 19th Century. It would contain a hand washing basin, soap, and towels. 
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The Sisters were supposed to treat patients as if they were Christ. This painting is a demonstration of that kind of 
care. 
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The Monastery Facility 


The old monastery building is as fascinating as the medical museum. Walking the halls takes 
you back in time. | thought the atmosphere was calming. Most of the old Monastery has been 
converted into a hotel. | think it would be a nice quiet place to stay. Breakfast is eaten in 
silence as it was when the Sisters were here. 
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The dining hall where silent breakfasts are still served 
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Storage cupboard for dining hall 


Ancient Staircase 
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The staircases that were built in 1757 by Joseph Auger are particularly interesting. Very 
historical staircases they will make you feel you've traveled back in time. You can use them in 
there creaky old delightful condition to get up the stairs if you're lucky and the doors to them 
aren't locked. 
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May 31 1648, at last the winds 
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The Monastery Chapel built between 1800 and 1803. Like the Ursuline Chapel the Nuns had 


their own chapel separated from the other worshipers. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2019-11-151T19:19:00-08:00&max-results=80&start=68&by-date=false 33/41 


1/18/24, 11:57 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2019-11-15T19:19:00-08:00&max-results=80&start=68&by-date=false 34/41 


1/18/24, 11:57 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2019-11-15T19:19:00-08:00&max-results=80&start=68&by-date=false 35/41 


1/18/24, 11:57 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2019-11-15T19:19:00-08:00&max-results=80&start=68&by-date=false 36/41 


1/18/24, 11:57 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2019-11-15T19:19:00-08:00&max-results=80&start=68&by-date=false 37/41 


1/18/24, 11:57 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2019-11-15T19:19:00-08:00&max-results=80&start=68&by-date=false 38/41 


1/18/24, 11:57 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2019-11-15T19:19:00-08:00&max-results=80&start=68&by-date=false 39/41 


1/18/24, 11:57 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


[=4. 
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The Augustine Monastery is well worth a visit if you are visiting the City of Quebec. It's a 
peaceful place to meditate, and learn about the history of Quebec. 


Posted by Annette at 3:10PM No comments: > 
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AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 


ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Tuesday, September 10, 2019 


The Ursulines In Quebec & Their Mission to 
Educate Girls 


The church played a huge role in early Quebec, as it did in France itself. In France male 
members of the clergy belonged to the governing body called the Estates General. Because 
of the wealth of the church in France they formed what was the ‘st of the 3 estates. The 
general public formed the 3rd. 


The wealth of the church in France allowed them to extend their mission of converting the 
world to the Catholic faith to America. There was a rivalry during the Protestant Reformation 
for converts resulting in the Counter Reformation. The Jesuits were the first of the religious 
orders to arrive in New France with the purpose of converting the Native population. 


The clergy were literate, unlike many of the ordinary citizens of Quebec. The clergy kept the 
records we now use to trace our families, which was a great service. In places like the early 
American South few, if any, records were kept, and it's nearly impossible to trace anyone 
beyond the late 18th Century. 


| found visiting what we would call in the states convents in Quebec City to be fascinating. A 
Great-Great Aunt was a Nun, and she worked in the Catholic girls boarding schools in 
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that reason. My father talked about his Great-Aunt Sr. Mary Kathleen frequently. He would Be Pa 


visit with her when his family lived in Chicago. He sent Rose Parade programs to her when 


the family moved to California. She would share them with the girls at the school, which 2 RR. é. 
made her very popular. ad 

nae 
a 


[_Foltow_] 


A Virtual Tour of the Ursuline Museum in Quebec City 


Favorite Links 


Burgenland Bunch 


Learn Genetic 
Genealogy 


Blog Archive 


Arrival in New France Vv 2024 (1) 
The Ursulines were founded in New France when Marie L'Incarnation arrived from France in 
1639, with Marie-Madeleine de Chauvigny de la Peltrie. Peltrie financially supported the 


Vv January (1) 
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These Nuns, who were cloistered in their convent, were known for producing lace work, and 
other fine needle work such as vestments for the church. Using shiny gold and silver thread, 
and other vibrant colors, they produced masterpieces in the form of textiles. The Native 
American and French students of the Ursuline school were taught the art of fine needle work 
by the sisters. Marie de L'Incarnation's father was a silk merchant which probably added to 
her knowledge of the art of working with textiles. 
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Rll) culties) Aide — 


Becoming an Ursuline Nun 

The Ursulines provided important services for Quebec with their teaching and needle work. 
The order soon expanded to places like Trois-Rivieres and beyond. The expansion created a 
need for more women to join the order. It was always difficult to lure people to come to 
Quebec where the winters are harsh, and there was a threat of Indian attack. They had to 
recruit from the local population. The French Canadians were encouraged to marry very 
young and have large families to increase the population so that France could hold on to the 
land. These large Catholic families often were encouraged to send one of their children to 
join a religious order. 


The process of joining the Ursulines as a Nun is covered in a special exhibit room in the 


museum. Your first step, of course, would be to pack up your worldly items in a trunk to be 
brought to the monastery where it would be stored in the attic. 
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Before officially joining the order a woman must serve a trial period as a novice. 


Once the candidate/postulate for admission to the order is accepted a ceremony of taking the 
veil is performed. At this ceremony the postulate is officially recognized to "be dead to the 
world, to your parents, to your friends and to yourself." As the display at the Ursuline museum 
states, "The Vestition Ceremony marked the postulates death to the world, as she gave up 
her secular dress to adopt the religious habit. This symbolic death was followed by an equally 
symbolic rebirth." The novices used to wear wedding dresses to symbolize their marriage to 
the church. 


During the ceremony the postulate would change into a black habit symbolizing her death to 
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the world. 


Once she is dead to the world she is stripped of her family name, another symbol of her 
secular death, and given a new name chosen by the Mother Superior. My great-great Aunt 
was given the name Mary Kathleen. 


A belt was wrapped around the postulates to symbolize that they were now under the 
authority of the hierarchy of the church. 


At this point the postulate is a novice. After serving her novitiate she can decide to take her 
final vows. 


After you were admitted you lived behind a barred grill in the Monastery/Convent. The Nuns 
had their own chapel for services barred off from the rest of the worshipers. 
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The Ursuline School 

The original mission of the Ursuline girls school was to convert the indigenous people to 
Catholicism. It was hoped that these girls would return to their villages and convert more of 
their people, and raise their children as Catholics. Cultural differences created a barrier when 
it came to trying to integrate the indigenous population into French culture. The girls were 
often homesick and would jump the fence and rejoin their families. 


The Nuns were involved in continuing their own education also. They were required in their 
Constitutions to learn Native American languages to better communicate with the girls. Once 


the British took over governance of the colony they also learned English. 


The school evolved over time and became a boarding school for the French Canadian, and 
later the Irish, and English population. 


Like the Nuns the first step in entering boarding school would be packing your trunk with your 
belongings. Some of the girls being very young would pack a doll to bring with them. 
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The girls would be dropped off at school and they would be cloistered behind grill bars like 
the Nuns. Parents could only visit students infrequently, with permission. 
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Oral histories of former boarding schools students can be heard using headphones in the 
museum. One former student said she would cry herself to sleep when she was homesick. 
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The Nuns were kept busy caring for all the needs of the girls. Nuns cooked the meals, 
educated, and nursed the girls when they were sick. They, of course, provided them with a 
Catholic religious education. 


Each girl had a place at the meal tables. They kept their plates, cups, and eating utensils in 
drawers that were built into the tables. 
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The girls also viewed some members of the staff as family substitutes, which they called 
aunts or Matantes in French. 
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The young ladies of the Ursulines are heirs to all those who have walked 
the corridors of the Old Monastery since the seventeenth century. The nuns 


perpetuated among their pupils the memory of its foundresses and of 


their precursors 

Being a boarder at the Ursuline convent meant adopting a culture, spirit, 
traditions, knowledge and know-how that were centuries old, Raised behind 
closed doors, young girls were all the more receptive to the teachings of the nuns. 
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There were many changes in the curriculum as times changed. In the 18th Century the arts 
were stressed as a way of refining the girls for a good marriage. They learned needlework, 
drawing and painting. They would also learn to play instruments and sing. 


Below is a description of a course of study for the girls at this school. The girls received a 
well rounded education which included education in the arts and sciences. There is also a list 
of the supplies girls' parents needed to equip their daughters with. Oddly the school didn't 
furnish eating utensils or table napkins? | guess you could bring your own bedroom furniture, 
or pay to rent the school furniture 


The museum has exhibits demonstrating the wide range of study of the schools students. 
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Don't know much about history? It sounds like this school was a good place to learn 
history. 


The aim of the history course was to develop the students’ judgement 
Sacred history occupied a prominent place. Next came the history of 
Antiquity followed by the history of the two motherlands, France and 


i { prominence 
England. Lessons on the history of Canada were given more 
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est at the Quebec Seminary and brother of 
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In the 19th Century jewelry made from hair was popular in many western countries. The 
Nuns responded to this fad with a curriculum that included the making of this jewelry. They 
also used wax to make interesting novelty items. 
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There were debates on what should be included in the girls curriculum. In the Early 20th 
Century the course of study became more narrow with Home Economics becoming central. It 
was felt that girls mainly needed to be prepared for their roles as wives and mothers. 
Housekeeping skills such as cooking, ironing, and sewing clothing for the family were taught. 
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Forms of Punishment changed over time. Originally punishments could be corporal. That was 
one reason the Native people resisted sending their children to these schools. Native 
Americans were against any kind of punishment for children. 


Rewards. 
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The Nuns were fully equipped to handle most illnesses the girls came down with. Any kind of 
contagious illness spread like wildfire. 


Girls could fake illness to get out to classes. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2019-09-16T 15:10:00-07:00&max-results=80&start=70&by-date=false 22/31 


1/18/24, 11:56 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


Keeping the girls healthy meant keeping the buildings clean, and the girls in strong physical 
shape. Exercise was recognized as a way to stay healthy. Gym equipment was provided and 
psychical education was part of the curriculum. 
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The girls also were provided with games and toys for entertainment. One reason | would 
have rather lived with my Catholic French Canadian ancestors rather than my strict 


Protestant ancestors who believed having fun was somehow evil. The French Canadians 
were generally in favor of having fun. 
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Religious organizations also helped the girls fill their time, and form bonds that lasted even 


after they left school. 


Preparing girls to become full members of the Catholic Church would have meant preparing 
them to receive the sacraments. The sacrament of First Holy Communion is an important 
right of passage and a time of celebration. A record would be kept listing the date of the event 


and the names of the girls. 
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Religious feast days, and other special religious holidays, would have been days of 
celebration and a break from studies. 


Despite the homesickness the girls did form bonds with their classmates and the Nuns. 
Leaving this controlled environment must have been a little jarring for the girls, just as it was 
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entering in the first place. 


The museum preserves records and photos of the girls who attended the school over the 
decades. You can hear recollections of former students using the headphones provided at 
the museum. 
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Photos of the last remaining Nuns are on display in a special exhibit. Only two are still living 
in the convent, the others are living in an assisted living facility. 
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The Ursuline Nuns who dedicated their lives to educating girls provided an important service 
to society. They educated not only Catholic girls, but also non Catholics. Boarding schools 
like this one provided a topnotch education. Thomas Jefferson sent his daughters to a 
Catholic boarding school in Paris when he was living there. Visiting the Ursuline museum will 
give you an appreciation for the Nuns and their dedication to education. (Next up will be the 
Augustines and their mission to care for the sick). 
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annettekapple@gmail.com Dashboard Sign Out 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 


direction. | also research Irish records. 
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Research Goals 


A Summary of My Trip to Quebec 


| just returned from a week long trip to 
Quebec City and its enivons. | wanted 
to learn more about my French 
Canadian Heritage and see the 
beautiful scenery. My paternal 
grandmother was Dorothy Winifred 
Mason. Her French maiden name was 
anglicized, it was originally Masson, 
which is the version found in the 
records in Quebec. Her grandfather 
Peter/Pierre Mason/Masson was born 
in Saint-le-Grand, Quebec in 1833. 


s a 
Someone as wrapped up in the history as | was 


A tour guide told me you can often tell where someone is from based on their surname. For 


instance Pare in common in Beaupre, Boucher in Montreal, and Gagnon is common in 
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Quebec. 


Now to begin the tour summary 

The first thing that caught my eye entering the old town of Quebec City is the 

beautiful Fontaine de Tourny fountain. This is a relatively new addition to the city as is was 
installed in 2007 to commemorate the 400th Anniversary of the City. It is much older than that 
however. It was created by French sculptor Mathurin Moreau for the 1855 Paris World's Fair. 


The Quebec Parliament building across from the fountain is another beautiful site that 
catches the eye entering the old city. Constructed between 1877 and 1886 it was designed 
by architect Eugéne-Etienne Taché. 
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From the Rue des Parlementaires a left turn takes you through the main gate into the walled 
old city of Quebec. This gate leads to a main thoroughfare called Rue Saint Louis which is 
lined with shops, restaurants, and hotels. At the end of this street is the famous Hotel 
Frontenac. 
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I've decided to layout my summary using the chronology of the history of Canada. 


The Story Starts with Arrival of the Indigenous Peoples 

The human history of Quebec begins with the settlement of the indigenous population in 
Quebec. They arrived in America about 15,000 years ago. You can learn more about them by 
visiting the wonderful exhibits devoted to them at the Musée de la civilisation in the lower 
town in Quebec City. There are also First Nation tours you can take to learn more about their 
culture. 


Below are some indigenous artifacts dating back around 12,000 years found at the 
archaeological site called Cliche-Rancourt. 
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The First Attempt to Colonize Quebec is in 1541 


In 1541 the first French Colony was set up in Quebec by Cartier and Roberval. The site of 
this colony was first discover in 2005. You can see some of the over 6,000 artifacts found 
there at the Musée de I'Amérique in Quebec City. Before entering the museum you walk 
through a beautiful chapel. 
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Inside Musée de I'Amérique francophone there are a number of artifacts unearthed at the 
Cartier and Roberval site. 


"From Wikipedia: Charlesbourg-Royal ( 1541 - 1542 ), established near present-day Quebec 
City , was the first French settlement in North America . 


This community of 400 inhabitants survived its first winter despite the severe cold weather 
and the attacks of the Iroquoians of Stadacona and other villages. However, the 


establishment was abandoned in June 1542 ." 


Here are a few of the artifacts. 
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Samuel de Champlain Colony 1608 


After the failed attempt to colonize Quebec in the 1500's it took another 60 years for 
Champlain's successful colony to be established. Quebec was officially founded on 3 July 
1608 by the explorer Samuel de Champlain. It was built on the Iroquois settlement of 
Stadacona. Artifacts from this era can be found at the Saint-Louis Forts and Chateaux 
archaeological site which is under the Dufferin Terrace. 
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The Catholic Religious Orders Enter Quebec 
"In 1665, there were 550 people in 70 houses living in the city. One-quarter of the people were 
members of religious orders: secular priests, Jesuits, Ursulines nuns and the order running the 


local hospital, Hotel-Dieu." Wikipedia 


The Ursulines' Monastery still stands in the Upper Town of old Quebec. | highly recommend 
touring the church and museum, both are very interesting. 
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The wooden altar in the Ursuline church was created by Pierre-Noel Levasseur between 
1736 and 1739. It was gilded by the sisters. 
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Marie Incarnation was leader of this convent and is now a Saint entombed at the Church. 
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17th Century Quebec City 
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There are still structures in Quebec dating from the 17th Century, although many were 
destroyed or damaged after the British bombardment.. An example of the damage caused by 
the attack can be seen in a drawing for Notre Dame des Victoires, a church originally 
constructed in 1688. The only thing remaining of this church after the attack was just the shell 
of the exterior. 
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If was later reconstructed. 
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The church is now surrounded by some 18th Century structures. 
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There is a Filles Du Roy plaque near Place Royale. 
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A Fille Du Roy Trunk can be seen in the Museum of Civilization. 


20/121 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2023-12-13T 14:20:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 


1/18/24, 11:47 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


Cathedral-Basilica of Notre-Dame de Québec has been rebuilt many times due to fire. First 
constructed in 1647, and later rebuilt in the 18th Century, it was gutted when the KKK set fire 
to it in 1922. 
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The Seminaire d' Quebec/Laval University contains beautiful architecture some of which dates 
back to 1663. 
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The Augustine Monastery below is now a hotel and spa (I would like to stay there next time). 
The Augustinian Sisters arrived in New France in 1639 with the mission to care for the sick. 


= ia 


a s i=. 


= 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2023-12-13T 14:20:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 27/121 


1/18/24, 11:47 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2023-12-13T 14:20:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 28/121 


1/18/24, 11:47 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2023-12-13T 14:20:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 29/121 


1/18/24, 11:47 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


These stairs completed in 1757 by Joseph Auger are wonderful! | loved walking on the 
creaky out of kilter 
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A Side Trip to the mid 17th Century area of my Ancestors 


My personal family history moves from the city of Quebec to Chateau Richer, Ste. Anne-de- 


Beaupre, and the lle d' Orleans around the mid 17th Century as farmers migrate to land 
suitable farming. 
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Riding along the Beaupre coast you can still see the old seigneurial strips of land which were 
granted to farmers/Habitants. 
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A monument to early settler Robert Pare is partially covered with vines. 
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The Memorial Chapel at Ste. Anne-de-Beaupre is a memorial to the church which stood there 
between 1676 and 1876. It also memorializes our pioneer ancestors with plaques. Standing 


inside this church was a very moving experience. 
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Ste. Anne-de-Beaupre is now better known for its Basilica, a place where healing miracles 
are said to have happened. It is a magnificent structure. 
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My Houde Houle ancestors were early settlers of Ile d' Orleans which is now a tourist 
destination famous for its scenic views, gourmet food, and wine. 85% of the of earliest homes 
on the Island were destroyed during the British invasion of Quebec in 1759. 


From the Louis Houde and Madeleine Boucher Family association: "In 1658, the couple 
moved to Sainte-Famille on the land of four acres front, facing the river and will remain there 
for nearly a quarter of a century. It’s in Sainte-Famille where 13 of the 14 children of Louis 
and Madeleine are born." 


Maison de nos Aieux is a family history center on the Ile d' Orleans. It's next to the Ste. 
Famille Church, and is housed in the old rectory. It contains books, computers, and a scale 
model of the island. It costs $5.00 to visit but it's well worth it. 
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The Houdes land was located on section 26. 
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‘Sainte-Famille is the oldest parish on lle d'Orléans. Its church, built in 1743 and consecrated 
in 1749, is one of the last dating from the French regime. Its fagade, adorned with five niches 
representing the Holy Family, has three steeples. The numerous artists and craftsmen who 
contributed to its interior design include the Noél brothers and Antoine Levasseur, who 
sculpted the main altar, and Francois Baillargé, who painted some of the artwork." From the 
"Quebec Original" website. 
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St-Pierre Church. This Church was built between 1716 and 1718. 
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Back to Quebec to Continue Our Tour 

Learning a little about our Trading Ancestors 

| had an ancestor who was an Indian Trader so the exhibit at the Museum of Civilization was 
interesting to me. The Natives would trade furs for such items as guns and copper pots. 
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Below is wampum from a belt. Wampum was used as money by the Natives. 
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The Battles For Quebec 

The battle of the Plains of Abraham or the Battle of Quebec in 1759 was a turning point in the 
Seven Years War between Britain and France. This battle was fought on land that once 
belong to one of my ancestors named Abraham Martin. The British General Wolfe was badly 
injured on this field and died of his wounds. 
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Foundations of the blockhouse used to thwart the attack on the city by Benedict Arnold 
during the American Revolutionary War. 


The Fort Museum in Quebec City is the best way to learn more about the battles for Quebec. 
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18th Century Quebec 
After Britain took possession and the war ended rebuilding began in Quebec City where we 
find many 18th Century structures. 
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The Citadel contains military structures dating back to 1693. It was expanded by the British 
after their take over. You can now tour the Citadel and watch the daily changing of the guard 
at 10 am. 
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19th Century Quebec 
After the British takeover of Quebec we begin to see Anglo style architecture in Quebec City. 


Yellow and orangish colored bricks used as ballast on ships from Ireland and Scotland were 


now being used to build structure. 


An Anglican Church "Cathedral of the Holy Trinity" was built in Quebec between 1800 and 
1804. 
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This faux Castle fooled me. | thought it was much older than its 1886 date of construction. 
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The Governors house. 
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"The Chateau Frontenac is one of Canada's grand railway hotels built by the Canadian 
Pacific Railway. The Chateauesque architectural style used throughout the hotel would later 
serve as a template for other Canadian grand railway hotels erected in the late-19th to early- 
20th century. 


From Wikipedia "Chateau Frontenac." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The 
Free Encyclopedia, 17 Aug. 2019. Web. 22 Aug. 2019. 
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The Quebec Parliament building was designed by Eugene-Etienne Tache. It was built 
between 1877 and 1886. It's really beautiful inside and out. 
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A new addition to the building was added recently and opened in March of 2019. 
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The French Canadians Have Not Been Replaced 


We still find our French Canadian cousins dominating Quebec City and its environs. Our 
family names can be found on local businesses. 
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Monday, August 5, 2019 


Planning A Trip To Quebec 
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| will be heading to Quebec on August 13. | will be staying in Quebec City so I'm trying to plot 
out ancestors who lived around Quebec City. Doing this | realized that most my ancestors 
never lived in any city, because of course, most were farmers, or had a trade, and practiced 
subsistence farming. Most of my ancestors lived in and around the Trois-Rivieres area of 
Quebec. Some lived closer to Montreal also. My ancestor Peter Mason/Masson came to 
Illinois from Saint-Léon-le-Grand in the 1850's, and his ancestors had lived in the Trois- 
Rivieres (Louiseville) area for several generations. 
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Map of my ancestral locations 


The great record keeping and the survival of many records in Canada means I've be able to 
add hundreds of French Canadian ancestors to my tree. That much information can be 
overwhelming to make sense of. With that many lines to follow I've never really plotted all of 
their locations on a map. As in the United States families migrated from place to place. 


I'm not sure how many places I'll have time for on this trip? I'm not sure if I will go to Trois- 
Rivieres on this trip? The Masson family also lived in the Neuville and Sainte-Augustin- 
Desmaures before settling around Trois-Rivieres. That area is a little closer to the center of 
Quebec where I'm staying. | might just explore around Quebec City, depending how much 
there is to see, or venture farther away? 


| do know that Abraham Martin was my first ancestor to voyage to the New World. The ship 
he sailed on was “Le Sallemandie’”. He arrived on 30 April 1620. He definitely spent time in 
Quebec City. | won't have to venture far to walk in his foot steps. | will definitely visit the 
plains of Abraham A description of the Plains of Abraham from "Historical Narratives of Early 
Canada". 


"The land had belonged to Abraham Martin, a navigator known as the king's pilot who knew 
the river waters well for he had frequently fished there and in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. In 
1635 in return for his services, Martin had been granted 12 acres on the outskirts of Quebec 
and ten years later received an additional 20 acres as a gift. In 1667 Abraham sold the land 
to the Ursulines religious order. Chance had chosen this rustic spot, this peaceful patch of a 
farmer's field which became that day a giant stage on which the fortunes of war would decide 
the fate of two nations." 


His daughter Marguerite Martin was born in Quebec on 4 January 1624. She married Etienne 
Racine on the 22nd of May 1638 in the church of Notre Dame Notre-Dame-des-Victoires in 
Quebec. The couple later settled in Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupré around 1650. | will definitely 
visit St-Anne-de-Beaupré. A newer chapel now sits on the foundations of the original church. 
The chapel has a plaque dedicated to the memory of this couple. Their house is said to still 
be standing. | will try to find it? 


My ancestors Robert Pare and his wife Francoise Lehoux were also early settlers of St-Anne- 
de-Beaupré. According to what I've been reading the on internet the couple married in the 
Chapel of the Huron in 1653. | wanted to verify this so | looked up their marriage record. | 
wasn't seeing Chapel of the Huron? Then | realized it says Chapel of the Savages. | may 
check out the area where that was located? 
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| also have ancestors in the neighboring area of Chateau-Richer. My ancestor Joseph Masse 
Gravel and his wife Marguerite Tavernier lived in Chateau-Richer. They had married in 1644 
in the Chapel of the Angeles in Quebec City. 


Marin Boucher and Perinne Mallet were other early settlers of Chateau-Richer. Their 
daughter Madeleine, and my ancestor, married Louis Houde Houle in the church of Notre- 
Dame-de-Quebec in 1655. 


Ancestors Robert Giguére dit Despins and Aymée Miville were married at Notre-Dame-de- 
Quebec in 1652. They lived in Beaupre after their marriage. 


Louis Houde Houle is said to have come to the New World in 1647 aboard a ship called 
the La Marquerite. He owned land in Chateau Richer and Ste. Famille, fle d'Orléans. They 
apparently lived there for a number of years. This family migrates south to Sainte-Croix 
(Lotbiniére), which is how they meet up with, and marry into, the Mason family which later 
settles in Illinois 


Here is what Wikipedia says about the family in an article about Sainte-Croix, Quebec: 


"The first settlers arrived around 1680, including the family of Louis Houde, February 13, 
1682, then living on the island of Orleans. He acquires Ursulines of Quebec a land of nine 
arpents front on a plateau, along the river. A first chapel was built in 1694 near the river ona 
piece of land donated by Louis Houde." 


Another ancestral couple Pierre Blais and Anne Perrault lived in Ste. Famille, fle d'Orléans. 
They married there in 1669. 


Heading back a little closer to Quebec about 10 miles north of Quebec City where my 
ancestors Louis Fafard and Marie Ursule Jacob lived. They lived in L'Ange Gardien. They 
married were married there in 1696. Marie Ursule was born there in 1684. Etienne Jacob and 
Jeanne Fressel were her parents. 


Moving 6 miles south of Quebec City to Sillery where my ancestors Francois Garnier 
and Jacqueline Freslon settled. They married in Sillery in 1663. They later migrated to 
Neuville where the Masson family lived. 


Ancestors Aubin Lambert and Elizabeth Aubert were also early residents of Chateau Richer. 
They married at Notre-Dame-de-Quebec in 1670. They also lived near the Masson family in 
today's Sainte-Augustin-de Desmures. 


Another ancestral couple Michel Thibault and Jeanne Soyer originally listed in Sillery, also 
had ties to Sainte-Augustin-de-Desmaures and Neuville, Their daughter Lousie Thibault 
married Rene Alarie in Neuville, Quebec in 1681. Here again we see where these families 
merged with the Masson family. Rene and Louise's granddaughter Marie Charlotte Alarie 
married our Pierre Masson in 1762 in Ste. Augustin, Quebec. 
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Jacques Greslon, occupation weaver, married Jeanne Vigneault in Notre-Dame-de-Quebec 
in 1657. They were listed as living in Beaupre on the 1666 Census. They were apparently 
living in the L'Ange Gardien. Their daughter Anne Greslon married Jean Masson in 1699 in 
Neuville, Quebec. 


| now have a greater understanding of my French Canadian ancestors migrations through 
plotting their locations. There are 3 churches in Quebec | need to visit. Several of my 
ancestral couples are married in Notre-Dame-de-Quebec, one couple was married in Notre- 
Dame-de-Victoires, and another at Notre-Dame-des-Anges. I'll definitely visit all of the sites in 
Quebec City. | will also definitely visit the church and chapel in Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupré. | 
also plan on doing some general sightseeing. | will sees how much | can cram into a few 
days? 


Below is a listed of places associated with my family: 


Canada, QC, Cap-de-la-Madeleine 


16 Jun 1669 Marriage Paul HUS and Jesnne BAILLARGEON 
Canada, Quebec 
28 Sep 1648 Mariage Urbain TESSIER LAVIGNE and Marie ARCHAMBAULT 
1662 Bisth Marie CUSSON 
14 Jan 1663 Masriage Francois GRENIER GARNIER and Jacqueline FRELON 
14 Oct 1670 Masriaze Etienne JA COB and Jeanne FRESSEL 
1680 Bisth Miche! LAMBERT 
1685 Marriage Isaac GRENIER GARNIER and Maris HOUDE HOULE 
1691 Bisth Louise GRENIER GARNIER 
1703 Bisth Madeleine LAMAITRE 
2 Nov 1714 Marriage Etienne LAMY and Marguerite BLAIS 
1721 Bisth Gervais LAMBERT 
Camada, Quebec, Bastican 
31 May 1695 Death Marie RICHARD 
26 Dec 1711 Death Francois FAFARD 
Canada, Quebec, Becancourt 
24 Dec 1735 Death Ange LEFEBVRE 
Canada, Que bec, Berthier-en-Bas 
21 Mar 1723 Birth Joseph LAMY 
Canada, Quebec, Berthier-en- Haut 
18 Jan 1764 Death Ignace TESSIER LAVIGNE 
5 Mar 1764 Marriage Francois NOEL MIDELET and Agathe-Barbe TESSIER LAVIGNE 
Canada, Que bec, Boucherville 
3 Sep 1683 Bisth Marguerite LUSSIER 
Canada, Que bec, Cap-de l-Madeleine 
1680 Mariage Ange LEFEBVRE and Marie CUSSON 
28 Jul 1685 Bisth Piere LEFEBVRE 
2 Jon 1687 Death Marie METAYER 
Canada, Quebec, Cap-St-Ienace 
30 Jun 1689 Bisth Etienne LAMY 
Canada, Quebec, Champlaim 
1 Mar 1687 Bisth Marie Jeanne HAREL 
Canada, Quebec, Chateau-Richer 
12 Nov 1665 Masiage Jean MOREAU and Anne COUTURE 
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Date Event Person / Couple 
1 Avg 1666 Birth Anne GRESLON 
12 Sep 1667 Mariage Noel RACINE and Marguerite GRAVEL 
25 Mar 1671 Death Marin BOUCHER 
25 Nov 1679 Death Marguerite MARTIN 
28 Apr 1687 Death Joseph Masse GRAVEL 
24 Aug 1687 Death Perrine MALLET 
12 Jan 1696 Death Mazsguerie TA VERNIER 
4 Mar 1727 Death Noel RACINE 
Canada, Quebec, Gentilly 
1671 Masriage Jean HAREL and Marie PESCHER 
Canada, Quebec, Isle ofOrkans, Chapel of the Hurons 
20 Oct 1653 Masriaze Robert PARE and Francoise LEHOUX 
Canada, Quebec, L' Ange-Gardien 
12 Mz 1674 Birth Marie Ursule JACOB 
22 Oct 1696 Masiage Lovis FAFARD and Marie Ursule JACOB 
1 Mar 1717 Death Jeanne FRESSEL 
Canada, Quebec, L' Iskt 
15 Apr 1680 Marriage Pierre LAMY and Renee SUARD MONTMINY 
23 Aps 1726 Death Piere LAMY 
Canada, Quebec, La Durantaye 
11 Jut 1709 Bisth Marie Frencoise MINEAU 
Canada, Que bec, Lotbmiere 
30 Nov 1675 Death Marie DUTEAU 
Dec 1684 Death Michel LEMAY 
29 Nov 1708 Mariage Michel LAMBERT 2nd Louise GRENIER GARNIER 
28 Oct 1709 Death Louis HOUDE HOULE 
30 Mar 1745 Death Isaac GRENIER GARNIER 
Canada, Quebec, Montreal 
11 Mar 1677 Bisth Ignace TESSIER LAVIGNE 
14 Apr 1681 Death Mathurine RENAUD 
10 Nov 1689 Masiage Charles LAMAITRE and Marie Madeline CREVIER Bellerive 
& Jun 1694 Birth Charles LAMAITRE AUGE 
10 Jan 1605 Marriage Nicolas PERILLARD and Marie J. SABOURIN 
4 Nov 1720 Mariage Pierre LAROSE SYLVAIN and Marie J. PERILLARD 
10 Nov 1726 Death Nicolas PERILLARD 
19 May 1750 Death Marie J. SABOURIN 
Canada, Quebec, Neuville 
17 Feb 1681 Marriage Rene ALARIE and Lovie THIBAULT 
25 May 1691 Masiage Charles LEMAY and Marie Lovise HOUDE HOULE 
14 Mar 1699 Mariage Jean MASSON and Anne GRESLON 
26 Sep 1761 Bisth Jean Francois MASSON 
17 Apr 1712 Death Jacqueline FRELON 
21 Jan 1719 Death Francois GRENIER GARNIER 
Canada, Quebec, Pointe Claire 
28 Sep 1721 Death Jean Baptiste SABOURIN 
Canada, Que bec, Que bec 
4 Jan 1624 Bisth Marsguerie MARTIN 
5 
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Date Event Person / Couple 
22 May 1638 Masia ge Etienne RACINE and Marguerite MARTIN 
4 Aug 1641 Bisth Marie Made ine BOUCHER 
1 May 1644 Mariage Joseph Masse GRAVEL and Marguerite TAVERNIER 
19 Apr 1651 Bisth Marguerite GRAVEL 
2 Jul 1652 Masiage Robert GIGUERE DESPINS and Marie Aimee MIVILLE 
2 Jan 1655 Bisth Mastin GIGUERE DESPINS 
31 Jut 1657 Marriage Jacques GRESLON and Jeanne VIGNAUDE 
29 Sep 1670 Marriage Avbin LAMBERT and Marie Elisebeth AUBERT 
1 Ju 1676 Bisth Marie J. SABOURIN 
Canada, Quebec, Repentieny 
23 May 1703 Mariage Ignace TESSIER LAVIGNE and Marguerite LUSSIER 
29 Sep 1706 Bisth Ignace TESSIER LAVIGNE 
7 May 1748 Death Marguerite LUSSIER 
Canada, Que bec, Riviere-Du-Loup (Louiseville) 
1760 Marriage Piere LAMAITRE and Madeline SYLVAIN 
11 Mar 1772 Bisth Marie J. LAMAITRE 
6 Aug 1792 Marriage Avzgustin MASSON and Marie J. LAMAITRE 
Canada, Que bec, Riviere-du-Loup 
2 Sep 1723 Mariage Piere LEFEBVRE and Madebine L AMAITRE 
15 Nov 1723 Death Madeleine LAMAITRE 
15 Nov 1726 Bisth Madeleine LEFEBVRE 
26 Jun 1746 Death Marie Madeleine CREVIER Bellerive 
10 Feb 1749 Masiage Joseph LAMY and Madeleine LEFEBVRE 
2 Jan 1750 Death Rene MINEAU 
26 Mar 1751 Death Piere LEFEBVRE 
28 Nov 1757 Death Catherine GIGUERE DESHINS 
27 Sep 1773 Marriage Joseph LAMBERT and Madeleine LAMY 
9 Mar 1777 Birth Joseph LAMBERT 
26 Oct 1787 Death Madeleine LAMY 
Canada, Que bec, Sault-au-Recollect 
8 Feb 1693 Birth Catherine GIGUERE DESHINS 
Canada, Que bec, Sault-au-Recollet 
3 Mar 1736 Bisth Madeleine SYLVAIN 
Canada, Que bec, Sillery 
27 Nov 1663 Bisth Isaac GRENIER GARNIER 
Canada, Quebec, Sorel 
1674 Marriage Piere FORCIER and Mareverie GIRARD 
10 Feb 1682 Bisth Jacques FORCIER 
7 May 1682 Masviage Maztin GIGUERE DESPINS and Marie Francoise PINARD 
29 Jun 1694 Bisth Etienne HUS BAUL 
6 Nov 1719 Marriage Etienne HUS PAUL end Marie Ursule FAFARD 
26 Nov 1724 Bisth Marie HUS PAUL 
20 Mar 1734 Death Psul HUS 
2 Jun 1745 Death Etienne HUS PAUL 
20 May 1748 Masriage Gervais LAMBERT and Marie HUS PAUL 


Canada, Que bec, St-Anne-de-Beaupre 


26 Dec 1643 


Bisth 
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Date Event 
1i Dac 1708 Death 
9 De 1713 Death 
Canada, Quebec, St-C roix-Lotbiniere 
15 Apr 1713 Death 
14 Sep 1733 Death 
Camada, Quebec, St-F rancois-du-Lac 
7 May 1719 Mariage 
18 Dex 1743 Death 
Canada, Quebec, St-Francois du Lac 
15 Aug 1702 Bisth 
10 Oct 1706 Masriage 
19 Nov 1717 Bisth 
Canada, Que bec, St-Laurent 
30. Apr 1682 Bisth 
27 Oct 1682 Marriage 
11 Oct 1683 Bisth 
25 Jan 1702 Birth 
14 Nov 1703 Masiaze 
Canada, Que bec, St. Anne-de-Bea upre 
17 Nov 1684 Burial 
9 Apr 1685 Death 
1690 Marriage 
1699 Bisth 
1740 Death 
Death 
Camada, Quebec, St. Augustin 
19 Mar 1724 Mariage 
25 Mar 1725 Death 
29 Fed 1728 Death 
5 Mar 1731 Bisth 
27 Dec 1733 Birth 
1748 Death 
5.Jul 1762 Mariage 
1765 Death 
13 Jot 1771 Bisth 
Canada, Quebec, St. Leon 
abot 1813 Birth 
15 Fed 1815 Bisth 
7 Jan 1833 Masiage 
19 Oct 1833 Birth 
§ Oct 1835 Bisth 
23 Nov 1838 Birth 
5 Avg 1840 Bisth 
27 Avg 1845 Bisth 
5 Mar 1848 Birth 
21 Aug 1850 Bisth 
21 Sep 1855 Bisth 
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Person /C 
Marguerite GRAVEL 
Marie Aimee MIVILLE 


Marie Louise HOUDE HOULE 
Charles LEMAY 


Charles LAMAITRE AUGE and Catherine GIGUERE DESPINS 
Marie Francoise PINARD 


Joseph BIBEAU 
Jacques FORCIER end Marie Jesnne HAREL 
Genevieve FORCIER 


Marie Anne MOREAU 

Rene MINEAU and Jesnne DUFRESNE 
Rene MINEAU 

Marie J. PERILLARD 

Rene MINEAU and Maré Anne MOREAU 


Robert PARE 

Francoise LEHOUX 

Francois PARE and Marzuerie RACINE 
Louise PARE 

Marguerite RACINE 

Robert PARE 


Jean Francois MASSON and Lovie PARE 
Anne GRESLON 

Jezen MASSON 

Piere MASSON 

Marie Charlote ALARIE 

Jean Fencois ALARIE 

Pierre MASSON and Marie Charlotte ALARIE 
Lowise LEMAY 

Augustin MASSON 


Aurelie LAMBERT 
Piere MASSON 
Pierre MASSON and Aurel LAMBERT 
Peter Mason 
Augustin MASSON 
Miche! MASSON 
Aurelie MASSON 
Maxime MASSON 
Edward MASSON 
Julie MASSON 
Joseph MASSON 
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Place List 4 August 2019 
Date Event Person / Couple 
1] Feb 1862 Birth Ross MASSON 
Canada, Quebec, St. Sulpice 
8 Apr 1718 Death Jean CUSSON 
Camada, Quebec, Ste-Croix 
30 Apr 1733 Death Michel LAMBERT 
Canada, Que bec, Ste-Famille 
10 Dec 1669 Marriage Piers BLAIS and Anne PERRAULT 
6 Aug 1699 Birth Marie HOUDE HOULE 
Canada, Quebec, Trois-Riviere 
17 Nov 1682 Masviage Francois BIBEAU and Louise ESNARD 
Canada, Quebec, Trois-Rivieres 
2 Sep 1645 Birth Marie Madeline HERTEL 
1651 Marriage Mathurin BAILLARGEON and Marie METAYER 
5 Nov 1654 Birth Jeanne BAILLARGEGN 
1656 Marriage Jean CUSSON and Marie POUBRERT 
5 Nov 1656 Marriage Francois FAFARD and Marie RICHARD 
19 Sap 1658 Bisth Ange LEFEBVRE 
29. Oct 1658 Masziage Louis MNARD and Marie Mad=tine HERTEL 
15 Jun 1659 Marriage Michel LEMAY and Marie DUTEAU 
15 Nov 1664 Bisth Marie Frencoise PINARD 
Canada, Quebec, Yamachiche 
28 Jun 1688 Birth Marguerite BLAIS 
1 Jan 1746 Death Joseph LAMY 
23 Apr 1747 Death Etienne LAMY 
6 Jul 1750 Masriage Jean-Baptiste FERRON and Marie-Louise BIBEAU 
11 Jut 1759 Birth Claude FERRON 
6 May 1765 Death Marguerite BLAIS 
21 Jun 1765 Death Madeleine LEFEBVRE 
30 Sep 1782 Masriaze Clsude FERRON end Therese NOEL 
6 Dec 1786 Birth Masia FERRON 
1793 Death Marie Charlote ALARIE 
4 Apr 1793 Death Jean-Baptiste FERRON 
15 Avg 1808 Marriage Joseph LAMBERT 
15 Avg 1808 Marriage Joseph LAMBERT and Marie FERRON 
Canada, Quebec, Yamaska 
17 Ape 1730 Marriage Joseph BIBEAU and Marie Francoise MINEAU 
6 Fb 1731 Bisth Marie-Louise BIBEAU 
7 Jan 1732 Marriage Ignace TESSIER LAVIGNE and Genevieve PORCIER 
22 Jul 1744 Bisth Agathe Barbe TESSIER LAVIGNE 
3 Jon 1750 Death Jacques FORCIER 


Wednesday, July 10, 2019 


DNA May Be Telling Me Something I Didn't 
Already Know 


| would say about 99% of the time DNA has only verified something | had basically known 
already. Sometimes I've had only circumstantial evidence for ancestors living a couple 
centuries ago when record keeping wasn't very good. I've collected quite a bit of 
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documentation during the over 20 years I've been 
7 EDNA KAPPLE 100% 4 
researching my family. More specific places are now 


being included in our DNA results. Checking my mother's 


© Northwestern European 42.8% 


23andMe ethnicity results | noticed they have predicted 
some specific areas in Ireland where she might have 
ancestry. Coury Limerick 


nie of Mar 


metenut 


When | first saw this result | thought | had accidentally logged into my own account because | 
have recent known Irish ancestry, and my mother's Scots-lrish ancestry goes back 260 years 
and more. The place given as where she would most likely have had ancestors within the 
past 200 years was Limerick. This wouldn't fit well with her Scots-Irish ancestry. Then | 
remembered my mother's great-grandmother was Mary Ann Callahan (she married Richard 
Browning). She was the daughter of Jesse Callahan and Eve Urmy. | have proof of her birth 
stated in a War of 1812 record. 
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Obituary. 

Mary Ann (Calishan) Browning, 
daughter of Jesse and Eva Callahan, 
was born near Kurtz, Ind. Feb. 17, 
1830, and departed this life Dee, 19, 
1919, aged 89 years, 10 months and 
two days. 

She was united in marriage May 
27, 1855, to Richard W. Browning, 
who preceded her to the great beyond 
Dec, 4, 1901. To this union were born 
five children, Mrs. Jane Weaver, 
Jesse, James, Mrs. Adeline Cum- 
mings, with whom she resided, and 
Mra. Isis Forgey, of whom only Jas. 
and Adeline remain to mourn 
loae; alao aleven grandchildren, thir- 
ty-seven great grandchildren and one 
great-great-rrand child, and two step 
sons, Wiliam and John, 


What always struck me about the surname Callahan is it didn't seem to be Scots-Irish. | 
always thought of the name as an Irish Catholic name. A Priest at our family Parish in 
Hacienda Heights surname was O'Callaghan. Also this family used the first name Dennis for 
many generations. Aname | also associated with the native Irish population. Now I've found 
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out the name Callahan is associated with a King of Munster and therefore common to that 


area. Limerick being in Munster would lend credence to my speculation that the Limerick 
prediction is associated with the Callahan family. 
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Dennis Callahan, father of Jesse b. 1795 Kentucky and grandfather of Mary Ann, on a 1795 Tax List for Mercer 
County, Kentucky 


My own ancestors Jesse Callahan and Eve Urmy had a son named Dennis. We believe a 
Dennis who lived in Kentucky in the 1790's was Jesse's father because he later turns up with 
him living in Indiana, and Jesse states he was born in Kentucky. 


What doesn't fit is the time period of 200 years. | suppose the 200 years that is stated for this 
result isn't exact and could be plus or minus a number of years? According to the "House of 
Names" a Dennis Callahan came to this country in 1680. | don't know if we are related to 
him? There aren't enough surviving records to take the family back any farther than the 
1790's in the United States. One child in this family gave his father's birth place as 
Pennsylvania. 


It was unusual for Catholics to come to America in the 18th Century and before. If they did 
they would likely have settled in Maryland where Catholics were free to practice their religion. 
So possibly the Maryland Dennis Callahan was Irish Catholic? 


Callahan Settlers in the United States in the 17th Century 
¢ Charles Callahan, who landed in Virginia in 1637 
¢ Darby Callahan, who landed in Maryland in 1680 
¢ Dennis Callahan, who arrived in Maryland in 1680 


Callahan Settlers in the United States in the 18th Century 


¢ Conner Callahan, who landed in Virginia in 1714 
¢ John Callahan, who landed in Boston, Mass in 1764 
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There is also a Callahan Y DNA project at Family Tree DNA. It sounds like the Y DNA R-L513 
Haplogroup is too old to draw any conclusions from? The Y DNA project may eventually 
produce some matches of Callahan's in Ireland? They could support the Limerick location if 
we had some Callahans with Limerick roots as matches. 


903795 Callahan Unicriown Origin RM269 «12: 25: 34-«+4:«SdW‘1G 12 «12 


229781 Calanan Denne; Catehan Sr b. bef 1765 USA, 4.1915 ay Iretand R-1513 1295 14 11 :11-16 12 12 
24890 Callahan Dennis Catatan_ 6. 1790, PA Iretand R-P25 12.25 14 11 14-16 12 12 


My assumption has always been that the Irish Callahan's married into a Protestant Irish, 
likely Scots-Irish family, in Ireland. | guess it's also possible they came to America as 
Catholics and converted? Unfortunately it is likely to be impossible to prove the Callahan 
family came from Limerick beyond a doubt? I'll do some research but there are likely too 
many record losses in both places to prove this beyond a doubt. | do feel like it's probable 
this family had been in Limerick at some point. I'm somewhat confident because 23andMe's 
prediction of Galway ancestry was correct for me. 


| was in Limerick in May. Here are some photos | took in and around Limerick. 
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Monday, July 8, 2019 


New Community At Ancestry DNA/ And 
more specific locations 
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Pedigree Chart - Fred Augustus MASON B duly 2013 
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When | accidentally clicked on DNA Story, instead of matches, a message told me | had a 
new community at AncestryDNA (for an explanation about how DNA communities work click 
this link). The DNA ethnicity predictions aren't very good for my family so | don't check them 
often, but was now curious. | was excited, momentarily, that | might have an American (US) 
Community. No it's still French Canadian, and another that is Irish 


| had been placed in a community called "French Settlers Along the St. Lawrence”. I'm now in 
a community that includes more specific locations. These communities would be correct 
because my family settled early in Trois-Rivieres and Maskinonge. There is also a mention 
of Vermont & Massachusetts. I'm sure some distant cousins settled there, but my direct 
French Canadian ancestor, Pierre Masson, settled in Illinois. 
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Additional Communities 


© Southwestern Quebec, New York & Vermont > 
French Settlers 


your regions: Engiand, Wales & Northwestem Europe; trel... 

© Trois-Riviéres French Settlers 

* Maskinongeé French Settlers 

* Southwestern Quebec, Vermont & Massachusetts 
French Settlers 


New Community 


XM OWA Story forAnnetteKappley Cf & @ 


New French Canadian Map with Specific locations 


I'm also seeing more specific locations for Ireland. Previously | only had the broad location of 
Connacht, Ireland as one of my communities. Now | have more specific locations of West 
Roscommon, East Mayo & North Galway. My Mullen family lived in the Northern Galway 
Townland of Pollaturick. | was just there in late May. My ancestor Patrick Mullen, of North 
Galway, married my ancestor Mary Huvane/Huane, who was from Co. Mayo right over the 
county border. There are some Mullens in Roscommon who may be distantly related as 
hinted by DNA matches from there? 


Ethnicity Estimate Updates @ 


© England, Wales & Northwestern Europe 42% > 


© treland & Scotland 33% > 
* Connacht, Ireland > 


* West Roscommon, East Mayo & North Galway 


Like | said before | have no United States American Communities at Ancestry. | would 
wonder whether | had any actual DNA ties to any place in the United States if not for my 
mother who has these communities. She definitely has Midwest Ancestry (but so does my 
father, and coming from two parents | still don't have these communities?). She has the 
specific "Indiana Settlers" because her father was born in Indiana and his family had been 
there since the 1820's and before. Before settling in Indiana they came from places like 
Virginia and Tennessee. So we do have DNA ties to America. 
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Additional Communities 
‘© Lower Midwest & Virginia Settlers > 


® Pennsylvania, Ohio & Indiana Settlers > 


* Alleghenies & Northeast Indiana Settlers 


The communities are turning out to be much more accurate than the ethnicity estimates for 
my family. 


Friday, June 28, 2019 


Discrepancies In The Records/ A Funny 
Thing Happened On the Way to the Civil 
Registration Office 


I've been looking over the documents I've collected for my family, and doing more research 
after my trip to Ireland. | had not searched for my family in the online Civil Registration birth 
records until now. | had some birth information already. My great-grandmother's baptism is 
recorded in local church records for Milltown, Addergoole Parish, County Galway, Ireland. 
Since my great-grandmother didn't register the births of her children in the United States | 
didn't think her parents would have bothered either. | was wrong. | finally got around to 
looking at the Civil Registration records for births, and all but one child's birth was registered. 
The problem now is sorting out the discrepancies in the documents. 


Ellen/ Helen Mullen's birth certificate does correct the baptismal certificate, which named her 
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mother as Mary Ruane. Her aunt's name was Mary Ruane or Ruvane, but her mother's name 
was Mary Huane or Huvane. The similar names caused confusion, I'm sure. These records 
do agree, however, on her date of birth 28 December 1880. However, this doesn't agree with 
the date of birth on her death certificate which was recorded as 26 December 1880. Helen's 
son, Edwin Mason, provided the information on her death certificate. | wonder if he gave the 
wrong date of birth, or someone hand wrote the information and 28 looked like 26? | would 
like to find a document where Helen provided her birth date. 


I'm not finding her in the Social Security death index, and have no other documents with her 
birth date. | will change her date of birth in my records to the 28th. The records created 
closest to her birth are likely the most accurate. The baptismal record was created in 1880; 
although these entries may have been copied from the original book sent to Dublin and 
destroyed in the fire during the Civil War? The Civil Registration record wasn't created until 
April of 1881, four months after her birth. Apparently her family waited a long time to register 
her birth. Since both of these records agree | think that likely confirms her date of birth was 


the 28th. 
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Ellen's sister Bridget's birth information is far more puzzling. Bridget came to America a 
number of years after her sister, around 1907. She was still living with her parents in Ireland 
when the 1901 Census for Ireland was taken. Soon after her arrival in America, joining her 
sister in Chicago, she became a Catholic Nun, changing her name to Sister Mary Kathleen 
Mullen. Sister Mary Kathleen lived to be 103 years old dying in 1991. The information 
contained in her eulogy stated that her parents were Patrick Mullen and Mary Huvane, and 
she was born 1 February 1888. | believed that the Nun who gave her eulogy must have had 
the correct information? | found Bridget's birth record in the Civil Registration records, and 
the date isn't just a few days off. The Civil Registration record states she was born 6 April 
1888, not 1 February 1888. 
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Why such a big discrepancy? | decided to try to find another document with her date of birth. 
A Social Security record | found matches Sister Mary Kathleen very well. The date of birth is 
2 February instead of the first. The date of death is the same, and | believe she may have 
spent some time in lowa which is where the Social Security card was applied for according 
the Familysearch.org site? 


INDEX RECORD FOR 


Kathleen Mullen 


Social Security Death Index 


lente Memorials Comments 
Fult ame Kathleen Mullen 

Birth Date 2 Feb 1883 
Death Date 14 0ct 1991 


ocial Security Numb: wore". 3116 


Unfortunately the baptismal book for the Parish of Addergoole, which would contain her 
baptismal record, is missing many pages. The year 1888 is missing so | can't use that record 
to verify her birth month. 


The Catholic Nun, Sister Mary Naomi BVM, sent a copy of Sister Mary Kathleen's wake 
service and funeral mass to my grandmother, her niece. I'm not sure if Sister Mary Naomi, or 
someone else, put together the family history presented during the mass? Whoever collected 
the information did a good job because it is generally correct, as verified by marriage, birth, 
and census records in Ireland. The names of the children were given in birth order, which is 
very impressive so long after their births in 1991. Someone in my family added the name 
Patrick to the list which seems to be incorrect? According to Census records Mary Huvane 
Mullen gave birth to 5 children, and 5 were living in 1911. The Irish Census is notoriously off 
when it comes to the ages of adults, but most of the other information is generally correct. 
The accuracy of the information provided during the church services leads me to lean 
towards February as her birth month. Her employer, the church, would have her birth date 
plus the Pope sent her birthday greetings on her 100th birthday. 


PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
Presider: Our loving God has called Sister Mary Kathleen to new life in Jesus. 
With trust in God's faithful love, we pray: 


Reader:  F hleen's inc DR, DRA aNC 
Ellen, an her nieces and nephews 


who preceded her in death, that they may be reunited in Your love, we 


pray: GRACIOUS GOD, HEAR US! 


+ For Kathleen's cousins and all those she touched with her love and joy, 


that they may experience the comfort of Your presence, we pray: 
GRACIOUS GOD, HEAR US! 
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So why are the dates of birth so far off? My guess is the family gave a fictitious date of birth 
because they worried about being fined for registering the February birth in late April. I'm 
seeing various requirements for reporting a birth before a fine kicks in. Some say parents had 
to report a birth within 6 weeks, and others say 3 months. It's possible the time period varied 
before a fine was charged. The Mullens reported their daughter Ellen's birth 4 months late. 
They may have been fined and decided to change Bridget's birth date. 


| have the birth date 28 March 1882 for Michael Mullen. The Civil Registration record states 
he was born 28 May. | thought that maybe | just misread May as March, and that was my 
mistake. | got out the baptismal record you see below and it states he was born 28 Mar 1882, 
and was baptized 2 April 1882. If he was baptized on the 2nd of April he could not have been 
born May 28th. Again the records don't match. Again | believe the family was worried about a 
fine, and changed the date of birth. | believe that the birth date on the baptismal record is 
most likely correct and will keep that date as his birth date. After his marriage to Ellen 
Charles in October 1917 | lose travel of Michael. | will keep researching to find out if he left 
Ireland? 
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Thomas Mullen's birthday was 15 June 1884 according to the Civil Registration record for 
him. Since | have no other record of his birth because the year 1884 is missing in the 
Baptismal Book | can't verify this is correct. He is said to have been born the same month as 
his birth was registered, which is suspicious because we know his parents generally weren't 
that timely in registering births. | will record that date with a question mark? 
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Then we have Winifred Mullen (my grandmother's name was Dorothy Winifred, namesake of 
her Aunt) who | can't find any records for other than the 1901 and 1911 Census when she 
was living with her parents. | can't find any registration of her birth, or marriage record, or 
death record? | wonder what happened to her? 


Why the tardy registrations? Maybe they were headed the the Civil Registration Office within 
the required time but met a friend and decided to go to the pub in Tuam or go shopping? Or 
more likely distance and weather played a role. | believe they would have had to travel 10 
miles to Tuam to register the birth. They seemed to wait until late spring, and in one case 
summer, when the weather would be better to register the births. 


Somehow they never managed to get to the Civil Registration office on time leaving me with 
some inaccurate dates of birth and record discrepancies | need to work out. 


The ultimate takeaway is if you have an exact birth date for an ancestor and you are looking 
for them in Civil Registration records you may find them using that date, but if you don't find 
them keep looking because a fabricated date of birth may have been used to avoid a fine. 
The fabricated date could be a different month or even a different year than you have for that 


ancestor. 


Newer Posts Home Older Posts 


Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) 


Watermark theme. Powered by Blogger. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2023-12-13T 14:20:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 121/121 


1/18/24, 11:41 AM 


AK'S Genealogy Research 


Dashboard Sign Out 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Wednesday, June 19, 2019 


A Visit to My Great-Grandmother's 
Birthplace in Ireland 
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My Great-Grandmother Helen Mullen-Mason was born in the townland of Pollaturick in Co. Arlene Eakle's 


Galway, Ireland. | just returned from my first visit to that area in May of this year. This is my Tennessee Blog 
summary of my visit. The DAR, The 
WPA, and your 
Genealogy 
3 years ago 


Followers 
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| began my first official visit to Ireland, other than the airport a couple years ago, in Dublin 

where | spent 3 days exploring in and around Dublin on my own. With limited time | thought | Favorite Links 
might not make it to Kilmainham Gaol. I'm glad | was able to fit it in because it's an important 
place to learn about Irish history. The story of the Plunketts is memorialized in a song called 
"Grace". When | heard the song sung at Murray's bar in Dublin | understood what it meant 


because of my visit to the gaol. 
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| took a day trip to Cashel to where | toured the ruins and the town. View my complete 
profile 


Feedjit 


On day 4 in Dublin | joined a bus tour. | joined the "Treasures of Ireland” tour with Trafalgar. 
Our tour ate at Nancy's Hands, an historic pub in Dublin, on the first day of our tour. The next 
day we left Dublin for a tour of Glendalough. We wondered if it might be closed because 
there was supposed to be a security sweep for a visit of the Prince of Wales the next day? 
Lucky it wasn't. Glendalough was one of my favorites sites in Ireland. The tour group that 
visited the next day got to meet Prince Charles on his tour of the site. 


From Glendalough we went to Waterford, and then to our hotel in Cork. During our stay in 
Cork we visited the town of Cobh, the port where my great-grandmother would have 
boarded her ship bound for America when she was 18 years old. A tour guide walked us 
around the beautiful town explaining its maritime history. 
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The next stop on our tour was Killarney where we stayed in one of my favorite hotels the 
Killarney Avenue Hotel. Loved the atmosphere at this hotel, plus they have a great nightly 
show featuring Irish dancing and singing. My room had a great view too. Also an awesome 
park and garden were right across the street. 
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Killarney was a base from which we explored the beautiful National Park and Blarney Castle. 
We took horse cart rides through part of the Killarney National Park where we took in the 
beautiful views and spotted many deer. 
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We also spent a few hours at Blarney Castle. | didn't kiss the Blarney Stone. Instead of 
kissing the stone | spent a few hours walking around the beautiful gardens admiring the 
gorgeous Rhododendron that were in bloom. | wish there were benches to sit and admire the 
gardens, there are no benches. 


The next morning we walked around Killarney National Park and up to Torc Waterfall which 
was very beautiful. 


The gardens in Killarney National Park contain Monterey Cypress trees which have actually 
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thrived in the Irish climate. They seem to do better in Ireland than California. 


After our morning walk in the beautiful warm sunshine we headed to the Ring of Kerry where 
the weather was much cooler and overcast. | loved the drive around the Ring the scenic 
views of the rocky land with rock walls, and the stone cottages with sheep grazing are exactly 
the views | envisioned and even better. 


r 


Isolated homes and cottages stretching to the sea create bucolic views. Wild Rhododendron 
grows all around this area. The purple flowers are pretty but are considered a weed, and 
efforts are being made to eradicate it. 
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That evening our tour group enjoyed some great food and entertainment at a cottage at 
Muckross Farm. It was a nice cozy venue for good conversation and entertainment without 
the noise of a pub. 
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After two nights in Killarney we moved on to Limerick our base for the Cliffs of Moher. The 
Cliffs are spectacular and a must see in Ireland. 
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After our adventure at the Cliffs we spent the evening at a castle enjoying some 
entertainment with dinner. 


The next day | waved goodbye to the tour | spent 6 days with as the bus left to take some of 
our group back to Dublin for their flight home. | headed to Bunratty Castle and Folk Park 
which | found to be outstanding. If you're interested in the history of Ireland, and what life was 
like for ancestors living there, this is a must see. When | first entered the park | thought it was 
just a few houses and the castle, which if that were all was pretty impressive. Instead of just 
a few reconstructed cottages and Bunratty Castle it extended even further beyond what | 
originally saw with reconstructed mills, a church, farm buildings, a large house, a school, and 
small town. All trades are represented in the reconstructed cottages and other buildings. 


In the evening after my tour of Bunratty Castle and Folk Park | headed 72 miles north to 
Tuam in Co. Galway. It was a Friday evening and traffic on the main street in Tuam was 
crazy. | didn't think they would have traffic jams there but there are only a few roads that 
everyone uses. 
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After dumping off my bags at the Corralea Hotel | was able to do some site seeing around 
Tuam. The Corralea Court has undergone some renovations since the Google Street view. | 
didn't recognize it when | got there. The interior seems to be newly renovated too. 


It took me about 15 minutes to cover most of the town. A local election was taking place with 
an Irish ballot measure on divorce. It's likely the election added to the traffic jam. | ran across 
many people still campaigning for their candidate, and waiting for the polls to close. 
Interesting to see how campaigns are conducted in rural Ireland. 
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| was able to look inside the Cathedral of the Assumption, but the older church St. Mary's 
(now church of Ireland) was locked. Disappointing that Temple Jarlath's ruins were locked 
and gated off. 
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For the next 3 days | divided my time between exploring Tuam, Milltown, and Pollaturick. 
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Day 2 | ventured out of Tuam to Milltown and Pollaturick, the area where my ancestors lived, 
and my great-grandmother was born, about 9 miles from Tuam. 
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POLLATURICK 
Poll ancSiursie 


| had mapped out exactly where the Mullen house and property were located using Griffith's 
Valuation maps. Before heading over to the house | wanted to talk to some of the neighbors 
to confirm | had identified the correct property. The first person | spoke with said he lived in 
Pollaturick for 30 years, a long time but not long enough to know the early history of the area. 
He described the land | pointed to as Walsh land, which threw me off. | then spotted another 
neighbor pulling into their driveway and asked what he knew about the property. He also 
talked about the Walsh family, but did Know that Mullens also lived on the property. He 
remembered a Michael Mullen associated with the property. Michael was the brother of my 
ancestor Patrick. Michael died in 1939, while my ancestor Patrick died in 1930. The brothers 
had split this property after their father died. A daughter of Michael took the property over 
after he died. It seems all of the other members of the Mullen family migrated elsewhere, or 
had died. An owner of the property is currently in a nursing home in Clare. 


| believe the larger house on the family property in Pollaturick was likely built by the father of 
Patrick and Michael Mullen. Patrick Mullen Sr. is listed as living on lot 1 in Griffith's Valuation 
so we know he lived in Pollaturick from at least the 1850's. The neighbor | spoke with said 
one of the ruined buildings on the property likely dated back at least 200 years. A map 
produced between 1837 and 1840 does show a house in that area facing the same direction. 
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The helpful neighbor gave me a ride down to the house and opened the gate so | could get a 
better view of the out building. This neighbor knew Mullen family members had settled in 


Chicago and a relative had become a Nun. | assumed he was referring to Sister Mary 
Kathleen? 
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Visiting the Bunratty Castle and Folk Park helped me understand the layout of the Mullen 
house. | wondered how a family of possibly 7 members could live in a two room house. Lofts 
were a way to extend the amount of space without adding a full second floor. Below you can 
see a window high on a side wall. This window likely provided light for a loft room. 


Here are some examples from the Folk Park of how the lofts were laid out. It seems a 
detached ladder provided access to this space. The ladder could be moved to provide more 
space when the loft wasn't in use. When | first saw the loft rooms | was thinking how did they 
get up there? Until | spotted the ladder. 
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| 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2023-11-09T 11:38:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 19/42 


1/18/24, 11:41 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


Here you can see the back of the Mullen house has been over taken by bushes and trees. It 
looks like no one has been living there for decades. There is an old bicycle and other items 
stored in the old house. It looks like the house may have been used as a barn before the 
property was abandoned? 
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| explored Pollaturick until the late afternoon. | made friends with the local animals and 
admired the amazingly beautiful blooming Hawthorn. 


| think May must be one of the most beautiful months to visit Ireland. Since the sky was 
overcast | don't think | ever got a picture that did justice to the beauty of the blooming 
Hawthorns with their pink and white blossoms. These bushes were planted along fence lines. 
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Here are some pictures showing hawthorns clearly used on fence lines. The thorns on the 
tree or bush will definitely keep you on the right side of the fence. 
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In the afternoon | explored Milltown about 1 mile away. | loved the name of a local bar 
named Mullarkey's. | took a look a the local catholic church which was very nice, and signed 
the guest book. The town stretches for about a long block with most of the amenities you 
might need other than an ATM, which | could not find. | tried to get cash back at a service 
station but couldn't? 
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The next day | headed back to the Milltown area, this time to visit a cemetery where Michael 
Mullen is buried, a great-great uncle of mine. The location of the cemetery is very nice with a 
view of a stone bridge on one side. Visiting the cemetery and reading Michael's tombstone | 
remembered that Michael had married a Mary Ruane, something | forgot when | was talking 
to the locals. My ancestor Patrick married a woman with a similar name, her name Mary 
Huane. The similarity of the names caused confusion in the old church records, and also 
confusion when | talked to neighbors in Pollaturick. They brought up the name Mary Ruane, 
but that wasn't my ancestor. Michael's tombstone says Mary Ruane is buried in Addergoole 
Cemetery. My own ancestors graves are unmarked. 


The marker's placed on Michael's grave also cleared up why everyone associated the Mullen 
family with the Walsh family. Markers for Michael and Mary's grandsons are placed on the 
grave and their last name is Walsh. One grandson died in the United States. So this is where 
Walsh comes in. This saved me some research. Although | don't know who Bridget Mullen 
married? Could she have married a Walsh also? | need to find out who this great-aunt 
married? 
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After visiting the cemetery | headed back to Milltown to explore the park on the beautiful river 
Clare. 


There are some historic artifacts scattered around the park. | was so happy to see the 
baptismal font from the old Milltown Chapel at the park. My great-grandmother would have 
been baptized with water from that font, and other ancestors. 
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Of course you'll also find mill related artifacts at Milltown Park. 


| guess the ruined structure below is part of an old mill? 
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After my morning exploration of the area | was able to make it back to Tuam in time for a 
church service at St. Mary's Church in Tuam. A church service is the only way to get inside. It 
was worth it. It's a beautiful church. | was so happy to get the opportunity to see the Hiberno- 
Romanesque Arch and other surviving portions of the ancient church, which dates back the 
the 12th Century, and the old high cross that used to stand on the main road before someone 
ran into it. It's possible some of my blood relatives attended church here before the 
Reformation? 
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After church | headed to a supermarket to pick up something for a late lunch. | walked around 
the market and didn't see anything interesting except Irish potatoes. There is a cafeteria 
connected to the market housed in the old archbishop of the church of Ireland's Palace. | 
decided to eat there and the food was very good. 


The restaurant at the Corralea Hotel is also very good. 


Now that all the beer kegs were empty it was time to leave Tuam. 
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Before leaving Ireland | did some sightseeing around Galway City. 


There are really beautiful abbey ruins in Claregalway. The ruins are from a medieval 
Franciscan abbey. 


| went into a shopping mall in the city of Galway to escape a brief shower and was surprised 
to find the old city wall enclosed in this mall. 
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| took a bus from Galway across the country to Dublin to catch my flight to the next leg of my 
journey in Spain. The earlier showers had stopped and rain soaked Dublin was looking good 
in the sunshine as | took a last look before saying goodbye. 
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It was a wondertul first trip! | look forward to returning to Ireland again and exploring more of 
the country in the west. 


Thursday, May 9, 2019 
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Using Townland Maps to Plan My Trip To 
Galway 


I'm leaving in a week for a trip to the ancestral homeland of Ireland. | will begin my trip in 
Dublin, then head south and west, doing some sightseeing, and then ending my trip by 
staying a few days in Tuam, Ireland (before heading back to Dublin for one more day before 
my flight). From Tuam it's an easy drive to Milltown, where my family attended church, and 
Pollaturick the ancestral townland (I'm not sure whether I will make it to Kilvine and Irishtown 
in Mayo on this trip’?). 


Since | know the townland and the section number of the property on the Griffith's Valuation 
Map | can visit my family's land and home in Pollaturick. | thank my cousin Darryl Kapple a 


million times for finding a listing for our Mullen family's home in this townland. 


Here is the listing he found: 


Patrick Mullen Sr. can be found on Griffith's Valuation in the mid- 19th Century renting the 
land which is section 1 on the map for the valuation. He was renting all of the land outlined in 
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the bottom left corner. After land reform the family was allowed to purchase the land, which 
they did. My great-great grandfather Patrick Mullen Jr. divided this land with his brother 
Michael. You can see a line dividing this land in two. Later they divided this land between 
their heirs. 


A problem | had to resolve for this trip was | didn't have an address for this land and house. | 
used Google maps to find Pollaturick. A map for the area did come up but the area is marked 
as Bohalas, not Pollaturick. A red tack for Pollaturick shows up on the far left side of the 
townland. | will have to ask if there was a name change or this is an error on Google's part? 


With the map possibly being wrong | had to figure out where the boundary lines were. | 
started by looking for another map with the townland borders. The Ask About Ireland site, 
which has a Griffith's Valuation database, has the best townland maps. Flipping between 
those maps and the satellite map | was able to see that the outline of the townland can still 
be seen from above. The outline of my ancestors’ property can still be seen also. The lines 
are still visible but are fading. 


1 Mullen 
Property 


From the air you can see the house that is now for sale (on the right below). Street view 
doesn't show a view from that smaller road. There are views from the main road however. 
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From the air you can see another ruined building (% above far left highlighted) on the property 
which | might examine if it isn't too difficult to get to? From what I've heard there is a lot of 
barbed wire fencing in the area. There is a garden center not far from there so | may be able 
to buy wire cutters? 


Here is a street view of the other ruined building, which was likely another house, on the 
property. It does look like there were two houses on the property, one belonging to Michael 
and the other Patrick. There was also a building called an office. 


Street view does show one building, and possibly more on our Mullen land. This building 
below is on Mullen property. The house for sale can be seen in the distance. 
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According to the 1911 building and house returns Patrick Mullen owned a house with 3 
windows in front, which matches the house for sale, and 5 out buildings or farmsteadings. 


It's possible that these buildings from Google street view belonged to the Mullens? | will 
knock on the door of the house near them and ask. 


| want to take a look at the old train station and signal house in Pollaturick. Believe it or not a 
Pierce Brosnan was station master there back in 1911. If anyone knows if he is related to the 
actor please let me know? This Brosnan appears to have relocated to Pollaturick to work for 


the railroad. 


Railroad station and signal house 


Oddly the railroad station house is said to be in section 15 according to the Valuation 
Revision Books. | can't find a map with a section 15? | did find a map with a crossed out 12 
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All of this information will make my trip to Pollaturick fruitful. | worried about getting lost but 
now | know the area very well and don't think | will get lost. 


| might travel a little farther afield and check out some ruins close by, such as Dunmore 
Castle. | found a ruined monastery not far away which is in the parking lot of a Superstore. 
With all the empty land why build a Superstore on top of a nice ruin? As my Irish family would 
say Jesus, Christ, Mary, and Joseph why? Maybe this is a Protestant business? There were 
Irish Protestants on my mother's side of the family, my father's side is this Pollaturick Catholic 
Mullen/Huvane family. On the Catholic side we blame everything on Protestants lol. 
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I'm more than ready to be heading to Pollaturick. I'm hoping the first week doesn't fill my 
head to over flowing with information that | forget where everything is in the townland. I'll 
have to make a copy of everything so | don't forget. I'm also making some copies of family 
pictures to share, and hopefully stir up some local interest in helping me to rediscover my 
Irish ancestors history (below is a picture of Helen Mullen-Mason my great-grandmother with 
her son and granddaughter. She was born in Pollaturick and came to America, Chicago, in 
1898. She was the daughter of Patrick Mullen Jr.. Both of her parents remained in Ireland 
until they died in the 1930's). 
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AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 
Tuesday, April 30, 2019 


Puzzling Over Living DNA and 23andMe 
Results 
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Spotlight: Empty 
Branches on the 

A few weeks ago | checked my Living DNA results again and noticed | finally have one DNA Family Tree 

match. I've been checking for matches since matching became available at Living DNA and | 2 days ago 

kept getting the message to keep fishing. | finally caught one match. Not that good at fishing ov ol 


here. Arlene Eakle's 
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| was so excited about catching one match | decided to upload the raw DNA data of an Aunt. 
That was a couple weeks ago, but her Family Networks’ page still says keep fishing. My Aunt 
and | don't match yet. 
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| checked my ethnicity results again at Living DNA just to see if they were any more accurate Examining 
(they are supposed to roll out changes). They are still the same. They have extremely Middle 
overestimated my British Isles ancestry because their database is made up of a majority of hide for 
testers from the UK. You can see how comparing with a population which isn't very diverse 
skews the results. | couldn't be 68% British Isles because one of my grandparents was 
Nicaraguan and another grandparent was from Austria. That would give me around 50% non Benes (19) 
British Isles ancestry, plus | also have German and French Canadian ancestry. Pm 2022 (21) 
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| checked my 23andMe ethnicity results to see how much British Isles they estimated? 
23andMe is most accurate for me because my mother also tested and my ethnicity results 
have been phased, making them more accurate. They now have me at around 26% British About Me 


Isles. That could be a little low but closer than Living DNA. Most likely the rest of my British kd 
2, if 
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Isles can be located in my 18% Broadly Northwestern European prediction. I'm 61.5% ell 


Northwest European according to 23andMe. View my complete 
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What really blew me away is now they are also predicting | have ancestors from the Greater 
London area of England. | know for a fact | have Irish and Scottish ancestry, but I've not been 
able to trace any ancestors to England (by the way one of my great-grandmothers was born 
in Co. Galway, Ireland so that prediction is right). When | last checked this result | only had a 
prediction for Ireland. Both of these predictions apparently relate to my father since my 
mother doesn't share them. 


Here are examples of how the predictions are broken down at 23andMe. A heat map shows 
areas with a stronger association as dark, and weak association with my family as light. 


British & irish 26.8% 
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Here are my UK predicted areas of possible ancestry. 
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I've been to the Merseyside area. I've been to Liverpool, and really loved that city. | also love 
London and Edinburgh, which are also on my list. | would rank Yorkshire as one of my 
favorite places to visit, and | may have some ancestry there too? It's nearly impossible to say 
where all my pre-Revolutionary War ancestors came from. They left no hints as to where they 
came from, because they left no immigration records. DNA is the only way to get some idea 
as to where they may have been from. 


I'm headed to the ancestral homeland of Ireland in a couple weeks. Thankfully | know the 
exact townlands where my family lived for the past several hundred years, at least. | will 
spend a week in Spain after my trip to Ireland. | wish DNA could confirm approximately where 
in Spain my family came from? | believe most Central Americans have southern Spanish 
roots because Latin America was largely populated by people from that region of Spain. 
Hopefully we can get the Spanish interested in testing? The more diversity in the pool of 
testers the better. The more matches the better too. 
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Tuesday, March 26, 2019 


Looking At the New DNA Tools At 
Ancestry.com/ including Thrulines 


New DNA tools were introduced at RootsTech 2019. A few of the tools are opt in. I've opted 
into those tools. 


Here are my impressions of the new tools: 
Starting with the opt in tools. One allows you to color code your DNA matches, which may 
work for some people but I'm finding that too time consuming, and you have to remember the 


color code you're using for each family. 


There are also new ways to filter matches as you can see in the snip below. 


Create custom grour 
® Starred matches 
@ Greene county Campbdel 
® Wrong campetl 
All matches (36,640) ¥ 


Close matches-4th cousin or closer 


Distant matches 

New matches 

Hidden matches 

Shared matches with mother? Buy kit 


Shared matches with father? Guy kit 
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| did color code my brick wall Campbell family as you can see. You can create a custom 
group to filter by, or use filters that are already created. 


Here are some additional filters: 


tches v | Add a filter ~ | Q Sean 


| @ Common ancestors 
@® Matches you haven't viewed 
Ea Messaged 
=) Notes 
f Private linked trees 
| # Public linked trees 


| & Unlinked trees 


| love the layout of the new match page. You can quickly see how many cm's a match shares, 
and there is a quick link to a page with your match's information. Another nice feature of the 
new match page is you can scroll down and see all of your matches without having to click to 
another page. This is a faster way to review more matches. Before | only checked the first 
couple of pages looking for new quality matches. Now | quickly see the number of cm's we 
share and scroll down to the point where I'm less confident about the matches. Knowing how 
many people are on a tree is great too. If there are only 2 people on a tree why bother. 


DONA matches for Edna Kappie | 
Edna Kapple's DNA Matches 


All matches + Add a hier & Search | 


ParentiCmid 


2 Aanette Aapple ParentiChiig #2 1,044 Pee 


One of my absolute favorite features is the ability to see notes for a match without clicking. 
This is a quick way to review matches. | have a standard way | note matches when | can 
identify the common ancestor. | note the father's surname/mother's maiden name and the 
child's name if | know it. 


#2 859 People *® © Add to group 


7] Common ancestor {=} Forgey/ Roller Elias 


The ability to see notes is especially helpful when reviewing the all important shared 
matches. Below we see a network of shared ancestors. Not seeing any other lines this match 
could be related through I'm confident enough to include the match in the Forgey/Roller line 
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(the preceding generation is Roller/Zirkle). Sometimes you find you share more than one line, 
and can't say which line your shared DNA comes from? 


* © Adedto group 
S) otle zirkle jacob 


ee) 


+ 


“ys 
= 


Another new favorite tool of mine at Ancestry is Thrulines which is designed to replace 
Ancestry's DNA Circles and Shared Ancestor Hints. | barely looked at the DNA Circles. | 
found them too time consuming to sort through. | enjoy working with the DNA results; but, | 
actually make more progress doing research in old documents so | need to be able to quickly 
review the DNA results. The new tools do make the process of reviewing matches faster. 


If you watched Diahan Southard's excellent RootsTech presentation on "Connecting Your 
DNA Matches" you learned how to use the new Thrulines at Ancestry to find networks of 
matches. She recommended using your best matches to create DNA networks. As she said 
the Circles and Thrulines are an automated way to do that, but you can create your own 
networks by looking at matches you share with your best identified cousin matches. 


Thrulines uses trees and DNA to show possible lines of descent from a match. It's just a 
suggested line of descent that you need to verify. Suggested ancestors not on your tree are 
called potential ancestors. Potential ancestors are like the old Shared Ancestor Hints. Here 
we see a potential line of descent which is incorrect. It suggests I'm a descendant of Richard 
Browning's first wife's, Mary's, father William Winkler (Richard Browning had a thing for 
Marys because his 2nd wife was also Mary maiden name Callahan). William had a daughter 
named Mary Winkler who was the first wife of Richard, when she died he married a neighbor 
named Mary Ann Callahan. This wrong connection created a number of wrong potential 
ancestors. The positive aspect of this is Thrulines allowed me to find this wrong connection 
quickly so | could move on. 


2 Mal fle Windle Sareh Jews [Sely) Whe F hwy dawn CALL Ae 
. > 


°o 
o 


5 
5 
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My primary goal right now is to find the parents of Sarah Campbell who was born about 
1810, likely in Tennessee. There are 8 Thrulines matches for Sarah Campbell's daughter 
Charlotte. Elizabeth is my ancestor and there are 9 matches who descend from her. | need to 
look at these matches and see if any shared matches might relate to the Campbell line of this 
family? Since my matches through Elizabeth share more common ancestors, and more 
recent ones, than through Charlotte, my matches through Charlotte are likely to be more 
helpful in creating a network of shared matches that might lead me to a solution to my 
Campbell brick wall. 


ThruLines™ for Sarah CAMPBELL 


wl ines suggests ther Lotres Kappel savy tee redatest 0017 DNA matctees through Sani CAMPBLU 


D> Relationships =F Lit 


Z Serah CAMPREL! 

a Elicabett Jane Wrey Z Charlotte WRAT 

o ‘ . , o ‘a ‘ > 
rrn 


Some potential ancestors are called private because they are linked to private trees. It's 
important to click on those because there are generally named ancestors linked to them. My 
mother has 106 private matches through private trees. 


ThruLines™ for Private 


Thrvet irees sugges thet Cchres Kegppbe eruey tee fotertest fo POG DNA iriatctiees theo pf) Privete 


te Relationships == Lin 


Zz Privete 
z Wathen BROWNING Zz Rachel (Rebecca) Bro. 


oO TT - > oOo WA Mater v 


The only thing | would change about the new features would be to make it easier to get from 
the filtered matches back to all matches. 


AncestryDNA would be the best DNA test without a doubt if they allowed opt in sharing of 
DNA segment data. They are adding some great features, but without segment data they fall 


short of being the absolute best. They are a good and important place to test, but don't have 
all of the best tools. 


Wednesday, February 27, 2019 
Some Problems with Online Research 
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I've been doing new research, and redoing old research, for my book about John Owens, 
Indian Trader, and his family using online sources. When | began my research in the late 
1990's | used mostly microfilm from the Family History Library ordered from my local Family 
History Center. Using the indexes on those films or ordering separate microfilmed indexes, 
and sometimes just paging through every page of a microfilm, | was able to find the 
information | needed for my research. Now my research is nearly exclusively online. 


Here are some of the problems I've encountered in my research online recently: 


Ancestry.com's index of a family death certificate contained errors. When | first saw this 
information at Ancestry | wasn't sure this was the correct person? When | saw the death 
certificate it was the correct person. Josephine Owens' father's name was indexed as Janus 
Owens, which actually should be James Owens. Her husband's name was Benjamin 
Durham, but it's indexed at Ancestry.com as Guy Darrow. You can't count on indexed names 
being correct. 


B) Winois, Deaths and Stillbirths index, 1916 tone Josephan Mrerva 
1947 Durhant 
Speus «=6‘Suy Oarrow 
Mithe given lame surmame 
father §=«gved name Ower 


Bint = Mattoon, Sinots dd mm 


outs, St, Clair, 1b 


The person who filled out the form had handwriting that was difficult to read. | however 
wouldn't index the name of her husband as Guy. It does look like Benj.. When | saw his name 
recorded as Guy Darrow | thought she remarried, but actually she was still a widow when she 
died and she didn't remarry. 


| 3 ,SEX 4 COLOR Opy RACE & SINGLE, MARRIED, WIDOWED, 
i aes —— wr DIVORCED (write the 


} Sa If married, wide or divorced ~~) —— 
HUSSAND of 4 L 

(or) WIFE of Lg 
} 6 DATE OF BIRTH | 


(b) General qathre of industry, 
business, or Dilahment in 
which employ: | (or QRTEEI OOS) ca sere sensensenssesssotseicteronmnvenssotiqreenahtsbecene-tessisenspes 


Ce) Name Of ern ployer ...0...eeemrensermemen 


a 
Fr 


The actual death certificate contains multiple mistakes. The informant was the son of 
Josephine. He seems to have given his grandfather James Owens name as his mother's 
father, instead of her father William F. Owens' name. The document also states Josephine 
died on 9 February 1926, but the doctor last saw her alive on 10 February 1926. Anything 
written down can be in error. That's why using multiple sources is important. 
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CERTIFICATE OF DEATH 
—¥ = - 


a a nes 2 i A tl he et SS) 
74 ESY CERTIFY, That | a deceased 
that | last saw han allve oni Sad~ 12. wade 


ng/vfnat death occurred, on the date stated above, at 


+ The CAUSE OF DEATH® was as follows; 


Another problem searching for census records involved the 1850 Census. Again the 
handwriting of the enumerator is difficult to read. | looked for Robert S. Owens online using 
the search fields for census records at all of the sites with census images. | could not find 
him, but | knew he was living in Bracken County, Kentucky in 1850. | finally stumbled upon 
the reason | could not find him. His name was indexed as Owand, instead of Owens. If you 
already know this man's name is Owens you can decipher this difficult to read handwriting. I'll 
be adding the name Owand as a variant spelling of Owens to my list. 


Robert S Owand Tools 
United States Census, 1850 

Name: Robert S Owand 

Event Type: Census 

Event Year: 1850 

Event Place: @racken county, part of, Bracken, 


Kentucky, United States 


Gender; Male 


Another problem I've encountered is poor quality unreadable online images. This is the 1860 
Census for Effingham County, Illinois for my Owens family. As you can see it's tough to read 
the names, but if you already know the names you can make them out. | could not find this 
record by searching for it. | had to use my microfilm copy to find it. 
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This is the same 1850 Census image for the Owens family. | made this copy from a 
microfilm. The names are more legible. 


Here is another record that is even worse. 


It appears Ancestry.com solved the problem of the difficult to read pages by leaving them off 
their site all together? | can't find page 1125 for Effingham County, Illinois? 


| love the online records but now know to be extra cautious if records fail to surface when 
searching on genealogy websites. | did make a major find for the Owens family tree by 
searching FamilySearch deeds online. | found a new member of the Owens family named 
Julia Ann Owens born about 1810 in Kentucky. | also found a deed that confirmed what we 
suspected about Josiah Owens being the son of James D. Owens and Francis Watkins. The 
deed states Josiah was the son of Francis; leaving no doubt about his parentage. | could 
never afford to order all the films for every deed book necessary for research so the free 
online records have been so helpful. 


Sometimes the locked records at FamilySearch are a little puzzling as in why are some of 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2023-03-08T 14:1 7:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 11/23 


1/18/24, 11:39 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 
these indexes searchable while others aren't? The Philadelphia, Pennsylvania A-H Grantors 
indexes are searchable, while the I- Z are only searchable at the Family History Library or a 
Family History Center? 


oo 6Umr SC 


Sometimes you find the documents are badly damaged. I'm happy, however, that even the 
damaged records are searchable because who knows, someone may be able to decipher 
something from them? 


Every site with census images has some that are illegible. | wouldn't assume that someone 
isn't on the census unless you've done a page by page search of a complete set of records. 
It's also possible a page of an online record could have been missed when the records were 
filmed. The fact you don't find something in online records doesn't mean it doesn't exist. 
Looking for other copies of records at more than one website, or offline, could help you find 
what you're looking for. 


Thursday, January 31, 2019 


2018 In Review: My Accomplishments and 
Looking forward to 2019 
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Austrian National Holiday Celebration Gussing, Burgenland, Austria 2018 


2018 was another interesting year researching and traveling! With more and more 
information being uploaded to the internet I've been able to make even more progress. 


| had a chance this year to trace my Austrian family because Catholic Church records are 
now online for that country. The records are searchable at http://matriken.graz- 

seckau.at/ Paying a researcher in that country to research the records costs 50 euros, and 
more an hours, which | could not afford. 


From this website | found the birth record for my great-great grandmother Maria Bierbauer 
born 27 Nov 1849 in those records. | was able to trace lines of her family back to the 1600's. 
Her family migrated to Burgenland, Austria where the records don't extend that far back so 
my other lines in that area only go back to the late 18th Century. | also learned to read some 
basic German script writing as | was going through these records. 


All of the records for my grandfather Rudolph Kapple stated that he was born in Hort, Austria 
and not Burgenland like his parents. | couldn't find a placed called Hort in Austria. | assumed 
it was a misspelling if it was in Austria. | also thought maybe Hort actually meant Ort, which 
could just be a word for town? For years | tried to find my grandfather's birth record in 
Burgenland. | looked at the local civil registration birth records, but nothing for him surfaced? 
This year | searched the records online again and discovered some of the birth records were 
recorded as much as a couple of years after the birth. | began searching beyond his year of 
birth. Didn't find anything this way either. | then went back to the register after realizing the 
names were written in Hungarian. Even though the Hungarian name for Rudolph appeared to 
be much different than the English and German spellings his parents names looked more 
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similar. This year | finally solved that mystery and have my grandfather's birth record. 


Rudolph's full name was Rudolph Christian Kapple or Koppel. Here his name was written in Hungarian 


This record stated he was born in Hart, and not Hort, in Styria, Austria. | presented that 
information to the Burgenland Bunch group at Facebook. Someone at the group found my 
grandfather's birth record in the parish where Hart is located. 2018 has also been a great 
years for collaboration in the Facebook genealogy groups. 


Rudolph's baptismal record from Styria Church book 


| often check Ancestry.com for photos of my family. I've found a couple interesting ones this 
year. One picture I've been hoping to find has surfaced on Ancestry. | figured that since my 
great-great grandmother Mary Ann Browning nee Callahan lived until 1919 chances were 
good there were photos of her. One photo of her has been uploaded to Ancestry.com. 


Ancestry shines when it comes to finding photos and documents attached to trees. 
Familysearch shines when it comes to the number or original records searchable online. I've 
spent many hours this year looking through original records now available online at 
Familysearch. Remember any records with a camera icon are searchable online either at 
home or at an LDS Family History Center. 


2018 | also completed my goal of visiting all of the places my grandparents where born. In 
2015 and 2016 | visited Granada, Nicaragua where my grandmother Graciela Forgey nee 
Del Castillo was born. In 2017 | visited Chicago where my grandmother Dorothy Kapple nee 
Mason was born. In 2018 | visited Jackson County Indiana where my grandfather Charles 
Lynn Forgey was born. | also visited Styria, Austria in 2018 where my grandfather Rudolph 
Christian Kapple was born. | paid a visit to Burgenland, Austria where many generations of 
my were born, and family lived. | started my journey to Austria in Germany where | also have 
roots. 
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2018 marked the first time this California native did courthouse research. | did some research 
at the courthouse in Brownstown, Indiana. | learned some new facts about my family and 


really enjoyed the seeing the original documents. | also learned the records can blacken your 
hands. 


What do we have to look forward to in 2019? Record DNA sales should boost our number of 
cousins in the DNA databases. Expect to see 300 million more records which will be 
available at Familysearch. You can find out what's new at Familysearch by clicking on help 
then clicking what's new in the drop down menu. Familysearch is the site | will be spending 
most of my time on this year. 


What's Coming to FamilySearch in 2019 


ee nou wrive decinety wsenet 


1, Online Interactive Discovery Experiences 
‘ fhe frat Get feory experiences tat have been available omy at iife-scret eteractve } 
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This year | will be packing my bags again and heading to 
my great-grandmother Helen Mullen's birthplace Ireland. 
| also plan on visiting the ancestral homeland of Spain, 
and Quebec, Canada where my great-great grandfather 
Peter Mason was born. I'm writing a book about my John 
Owens Indian Trader family | hope to finish in the next 
couple of months. The amount of information now online, 
especially at Familysearch.org., is helping me with this 
task. 


| wish hope everyone has a productive 2019! Happy New Year! 


Wednesday, December 26, 2018 


Comparing 2nd Cousin DNA Matches at 
AncestryDNA 


(* _<akek » H H is 


My Father Robert Kapple with two of his sisters 


| just got a new 2nd cousin match at AncestryDNA. Now that | have a few results to compare 
it's interesting to see the variation in the number of cm's shared. My new 2nd cousin is 
actually a predicted 3rd cousin at Ancestry. However he is a predicted 2nd cousin of my ‘1st 
cousin Darryl, which is correct. My first cousin Judy, like myself, is a predicted 3rd cousin of 
his, which isn't correct. This has to do with the number of cm's shared which is how Ancestry 
decided what the predicted relationship should be. Other 2nd cousins of mine are also 
predicted 3rd cousins at Ancestry. When looking at 3rd cousin matches it's important to 
consider that they may be closer cousins. 
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Below you can see that several of my 2nd cousins share much less DNA with me as 
compared to my 1st cousin Darryl, hence the different cousin prediction. The largest 
difference is 132 cms. The differences have to do with differences in the amount of DNA we 
get from shared ancestors. | believe if | compare with the same cousins at GEDmatch 
amounts of shared DNA would increase. Ancestry cm numbers are often lower than the other 
companies because of the way they process the kits. 


Kapple Family 2nd cousins 


A record number of kits were sold as gifts for the holidays. We may see several more 2nd 
cousin matches in the New Year. | have about 7 2nd cousin matches so far on both sides of 
my family. Since my Kappel/Kapple great-grandparents had 11 children there are definitely 
more 2nd cousins out there. These cousins can be useful if they upload elsewhere, at a site 
where you can collect shared segments and construct a segment map. A map with 2nd 
cousin segments helps to confirm more distant cousin matches; matches that share small 
segments. Hoping to improve my segment map in the New Year! 


Tuesday, November 27, 2018 


Making an Ancestral Scrapbook Style Photo 
Book/ Living DNA 


f 


NEW YORK 
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| finally have the Living DNA family networks. I've been waiting to see possible DNA matches 
for months. This feature was first offered to a few testers who were beta testing it. 
Disappointingly | have no matches yet. Living DNA is based in the Britain. Most of their 
testers live in the UK. I'm American with a mixed heritage and would not have any close 
matches in the UK. I'll keep fishing and checking as they've stated. | haven't gotten anywhere 
with my other kits lately either. Few matches are choosing to upload to GEDmatch, and few 
matches have good family trees. I'm relying more on documents now. Hoping Christmas gift 
kits produce some better results! 


F nding new relatives means fishing for them in mar y databases. Soread the 
word and help turn this fishing pond into an ocean of new matches 


Scrapbook Style Photo Book 

Photo books are a good way to share your family history. It's especially good when you don't 
have enough information for a full size family history book. With the holidays coming a photo 
book is a great gift option. 


You can make a book with as few as 20 pages, and up to a little over 100 pages, and 
sometimes more. The sizes of the books range from 8x8 inches (which is too small for 
multiple pictures on a page) 12x12, 8x11 is the best seller size, or the size closest to the old 
style scrap books 11x14. Most companies offer a landscaped print book. Some are now 
offering portrait style for books like the 8x11 size. Most offer a variety of cover options also, 
such as leather. You can have the books printed as a standard book. This type of book can 
cause pictures printed near the middle seam between the pages to be difficult to see. A lay- 
flat book solves this problem because it doesn't have a middle seam; the books pages open 
flat. This is the best option when printing a book, but it's more expensive. 


There are often sales on photo books. Watch out for sales in the 50% to 70% range with 
coupons, because these books can quickly add up in price as you add pages and other 
custom features. 


I've been using Snapfish, and their affiliated Walgreens Drugstore sites to create my books. If 
you order your book from a drug store site, or a big box store, you can often pick up your 
finished book from the store in as little as one hour. The quickly printed books are not as high 
quality as the books you order by mail, but it's a convenient quick way to create a book. 


| use Snapfish and Walgreens mainly based on price and the ease of using their book 
creation features. | found that the other sites took more time to learn to use. 


Snapfish doesn't have the nice designs Mixbook and Shutterfly have for a family history 
book. 
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Shutterfly and Mixbook have some nice book designs relating to family history. You can start 
out with a basic book and build the pages yourself. 


Here are some nice vintage backgrounds for an ancestral family history photo book. 


SHOWS BECESOUNRDS UPLOAD HACKUAOUNOS 


fly Style + 0 of 70 backgrounds selected 


Classic 
Modern 
Vintage 
Elegant 
Retro 
Grunge 
Mustrated 
Cartoon 


Rustic 


Whimsical 


If you go with the blank book you can add custom themed pages. Here is a family history 
theme page you can add. 


Back Family Memoirs By mixbook sta 


You can choose a theme book instead of a basic book which would contain custom themed 
pages. Here are some pages from the Remembrance and Modern Memories books at 
Mixbook. 
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To make the book look more like a scrapbook you can add stickers/embellishments as seen 
in the photo at them top of the page. 


Shutterfly has a family history themed book. 


Cw Frimtly ane 


You can add text boxes to your photo books too. 


Most of the photo book sites have books with family theme pages. Search sites for family, 


memories, remembrance etc. for themed pages, and books that would be suitable for family 
history. 
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| wondered if my document images would be clear enough to read in these photo books. In 
the example below you can see that the print is legible. Sometimes | had to use the program 
Paint to enlarge an image so it would look clearer. Increasing the pixels will make the image 
acceptable. 


Caution: Be sure to choose the correct size book before creating your book. The standard 
size at Mixbook, for instance, is 8x8, which is too small for most projects. 


Also | would not have these sites automatically place pictures for a family history photo book. 
If you are making a travel book with hundreds of pictures it is economical and fast to have 
them place the photos for you. When it comes to a family history books automatic placement 
wouldn't work because the chronological order wouldn't be correct, and the family groups 
wouldn't either. 


There are many ways to customize these books. You can move things around, and add as 
many photos as you'd like to a page by dragging them over. You can overlay pictures to use 
a photo as a background. It takes a little time to learn about all the different themes, 
embellishments, frames, and fonts etc., but it's worth it when you see the finished product. 


Here is a video of my lay-flat Snapfish family history book. | didn't use embellishments, but as 
| said before you can do so in order to create a book that looks like a scrapbook. | included 


my trip pictures along with documents I've collected and a picture of my grandfather Rudolph 
Kapple. 


Rudolph Kapple's Heritage and My Trip to Austria 2018 
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Wednesday, September 12, 2018 


New AncestryDNA Ethnicity Results/ 
Iberian Problem Bites Again 


The new AncestryDNA results are a mixed bag. My cousin Darryl Kapple's results have 
improved. | stated in previous post that his AncestryDNA estimate completely missed the 
DNA he would have received from his Irish great-grandmother Helen Mullen, who was born 
in Ireland. He had no Irish admixture, whereas | did plus | was placed in the Connacht 
specific group. He now has 17% Irish/Scots Irish. 


® Germanic Europe 30% 
Refined from: 
~ Europe West 20% 
® Ireland and Scotland 17% 
@ Eastern Europe and Russia 5% 


| Refined from: 
— Europe East 10% 


Playing Musical Iberian 


Where do we sit now? 

The new estimate for my mother and | is less accurate, as far as the Iberian prediction. My 
mother's mother Graciela Del Castillo was Nicaraguan, and was likely more than half 
Spanish when you figure in 13% Native American and 4% African that my mother has, and 
what her remaining admixture percentage would be. She was also part German, but that 
percentage is unknown to me since | have not identified a German ancestor so far? 
According what I'm seeing looking at her DNA matches | would guess she would have been 
at least 60% Spanish. The surnames associated with her family are Lugo, Alvarado, Lacayo, 
and Granizo. Previously my mother was 11% Iberian at Ancestry. She also had Italian 
admixture which is completely gone. Now she is 2% Spanish, and 2% Portuguese, 1% 
Basque. She's lost 6% of her Iberian. 


My mother would have received 50% of her DNA from her mother so does it add up? Adding 
up what I see to be the Nicaraguan admixture, which is Native American, Iberian, and 
African, | get 22%. So where is the rest? Previously she was given 12% Italian, and 11% 
Iberian, which seemed to related to her mother's side. The Italian is gone completely. | do 
see 5%, which would be Iberian, remaining. 


Where is the missing 28%? I'm guessing it's primarily now gone over to French? She had no 
French before. The remainder may be in Northwest Europe representing a German great- 
great grandparent? My mother's father was mainly Scots-lrish and German. The 10% Ireland 
and Scotland would seem a little bit low too. 
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It seems like the more mixed a person is ethnically the harder it is to get an accurate 


estimate. 
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| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Wednesday, August 8, 2018 


Filling In the Blanks Using Church And Civil 
Registration Records for Burgenland 


Search This 
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2 days ago 
WW 
Since | have never spoken to anyone in my family who has been to Burgenland or heard any Arlene Eakle's 
stories about it | have to rely on other's outside my family to supply the stories about life in Tennessee Blog 
; ‘ The DAR, The 
that area. One way for me to get to know my ancestors, and the place they lived, is by WPA and our 
examining church and civil registration records. Canadian) 
3 years ago 
I've filled in some blanks regarding life in Burgenland (when territory of Hungary) by looking 
at both the civil registration and church records. 
Followers 


The story of pre-Austrian Burgenland, or more specifically the southern part that I've been 
researching, is that of an area in fluctuation. We see a growing population during the early 
church record keeping period with individuals and families migrating in from Styria, and other 
parts of Austria, and Hungary into this area. My Bierbauer ancestors were migrants to 


Borosgodor from Styria. Migration to this area was encouraged due to depopulation after the 
Ottoman invasions. 


Here is an example of some of the migration that occurred in the mid 19th century as found 
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in a church marriage record: 


r ‘A 
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This older couple stated they were born in Styria, Austria, but now lived in Borosgodor, 


Hungary. My great-great grandfather Joseph Bierbauer witnessed this marriage, and he was 
also born in the parish of Sinabelkirchen, Stryia, Austria. He also migrated to Borosgodor, 


Hungary (now Inzenhof, Burgenland, Austria). 


It was quite unusual for a couple in their 70's to marry let alone live to be that old in 19th 
century Burgenland. 


Living Conditions 


Living conditions in southern Burgenland were very difficult in the 19th and early 20th century 
as attested to by the high childhood death rate. Living into your 50's was considered old age 


as seen in the death records. The illustration below is from my great-great grandmother 
Maria Bierbauer's death record long form: 
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Aggkori vegkimerulés would translate to senile exhaustion. She was 55 years old. She died 


of old age due to exhaustion. 


Something that caught my eye when reviewing church death records for Felsoronok 


Parish was the high death rate from smallpox in 1874. | looked into that and discovered there 
was a smallpox pandemic that lasted from 1870 to 1874. The infection was spread due to the 
Franco Prussian War. Fifty-five children died in the Felsoronok parish from late February until 
the last death in November. Examining the records you can see the infection spreading from 
Felsoronok, where the first cases were, to Borosgodor where the last case occurred. Janos 
Jost was the last to die. He died 11 November 1874 at house #54 in Borosgodor. 500,000 


people died during this pandemic worldwide. 
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Mostly the youngest children died during the smallpox epidemic in the parish of Felsoronok. 
Many under 5 years old. It could be the older children and adults were vaccinated, or already 
had the disease and were immune? Since not everyone who contracted smallpox died there 
were certainly many more cases than the 55 deaths. 


Early vaccines for smallpox used in the 18th century were dangerous. Thomas Jefferson was 
vaccinated, as were his children, and a few of his slaves. At that time vaccination required 
quarantine, and a recovery time from a mild form of pox which developed from the vaccine. 
Better vaccines were developed by the 1870's. Areas with high vaccination rates escaped the 
brunt of the 1870's epidemic. 


The Spanish Flu also made its way to Southern Burgenland. The Spanish Flu Pandemic 
during WWI resulted in the deaths of 35 people in rural Gussing, in two months alone. The 
months of October and November of 1918 were the deadliest in rural Gussing. Even more 
probably died as the result of pneumonia which developed as a result of the flu. At first it was 
called Spanish disease, then later called Spanish flu in the civil registration register. | had one 
ancestor still living in Borogodor at the time who apparently escaped this deadly flu. 


Infectious disease was the most common cause of death in the 19th and early 20th century 
Burgenland. 


Common causes of death of death from infection (latin names): 
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Dysenteria- diarrhea 
Febris- fever 
Diphtheritis- Diphtheria 
Phthisis- Tuberculosis 
Variolis- Smallpox 
Typhus 
Morbilli- Measles 


It's interesting to note that baptism was either the day of birth, or the day after. The childhood 
mortality rate was very high. If a child were not baptized before death its soul might end up in 
limbo, not in heaven, but not in hell either; therefore, it was crucial to baptize an infant as 
soon as possible. 


Illegitimacy in what is now Burgenland was also very common. My Great-Great Grandmother 
had an illegitimate child | just learned about recently. My great-great grandmother Maria 
Bierbauer gave birth to an illegitimate son Joannes in 1873, he died shortly after he was 
born. This was 3 years before her marriage to my great-great grandfather. 


Despite the flu epidemic hitting the Southern Burgenland area in the late teens of the 20th 
century life expectancy was going up. Perhaps out migration eased the population burden of 
earlier times? 


Social Structure 

The allasa, or social standing in the Burgenland community, had a lot to do with land 
ownership in rural Burgenland. Small landholding peasants were at the bottom of the social 
hierarchy. 


In the pre-1895 Felsoronok church records my ancestors are always referred to as inquilinus. 
Nearly everyone in that rural parish was categorized as inquilinus. These people were 
peasants with small landholdings. Before the 1848 land reforms in Hungary they were 
tenants of the Batthyany family. After the land reform of 1848 they received title to their land. 


One of my ancestors is referred to as an agricola, latin for farmer. The way | understand it is 
he would have owned more land than an inquilinus. His status in the community would have 
been higher according to this classification. 


After 1895 Allasa (meaning standing or occupation) was recorded in the Hungarian language, 
instead of Latin as in the church records. At this point the rural population was either 
categorized as Foldmives or Foldbirtokos. Foldmives were peasant class small landholders. 
My ancestor Peter Kurta was classed this way on his death certificate, as were his parents. 
My Koppel and Bierbauer ancestors generally referred to themselves as Foldbirtokos, 
meaning landowners. The fact they were classified this way doesn't always mean they owned 
land, it's also a social status above the lowest peasant class. It is a sort of a middle class 
status during the Hungarian period. 


More Occupations 
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Many homes and other buildings in Burgenland were constructed of bricks. We can see brick 
makers and bricklayers in the civil registration records. Flor Kalman was a brickmaker, and 
Richard Gerger was a bricklayer. 


Fle Beebo hilt 22 


ff of 
at Kip cops tte 
i 


we. 
er 


-* Ck 


Another important member of Burgenland society would be the midwife. Bela Lakay is listed 
before her husband proving the status of a midwife was deserving of that kind of recognition. 
My great-grandmother was said to have preferred to give birth in the old country rather than 
where she was living in Pennsylvania during the early 20th century. The midwives there must 
have been very good! 


Out Migration 

Out Migration from Burgenland began in the late 19th century. The small landholdings of 
Burgenland peasants could not sustain the growing population. The population of Inzenhof, 
for instance, was in the 600's, and fell to the 300's. Many Burgenland migrants made their 
way to the United States during the late 19th and early 20th century. 


Another option for Burgenland migrants was relocating to urban Austria where jobs were 
more plentiful. Josefa Baldauf was a female cook in Graz in 1908. 
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Maria Szalay and Maria Lagler were servants working in Vienna in 1907. 
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Aman of the Jewish faith, David Klem, from Gussing was living in Vienna. Working as a 
winemaker? 
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Some information about Church and Civil registration records 

Church baptismal records provide the village or town of birth. Child's name. Date of birth and 
baptism. Address of parents. Whether they were male or female (which is helpful in case the 
name doesn't make the sex clear). Whether legitimate or not. Parents names, and 
godparents names. The name of the priest performing the baptism. A cross by a child's 
name, and corresponding date, indicates that child died, soon after, to a few years after birth. 


Church Marriage records provide the dates of marriages. Name of the couple. Occupation of 
the husband. Occupation of the wife's father. Addresses of couple before their marriage 
(house numbers not on the earliest records). Their religion. Whether married before or 
widowed. Ages of bride and groom. Names of witnesses. Parents names. Name of the 
Clergy officiating the marriage. 


Sometimes the church marriage records give a place of birth if not at the same as the place 
where they lived when married. 


Here is an example of a marriage record which gives the place of birth of my great-great 
grandmother Maria Bierbauer. She was born in Sytria, Austria, and not where she lived when 
she married. 


Church death records contain the least information generally. If an adult male dies, his name, 
and date of death are provided, but not the name of his spouse. Village or Town he lived in. 
House number on later registers. Age at death. Cause of death. Occupation. Date of burial. 
Name of clergy officiating at burial. 


If a female or child died then the name of their husband or parent is also given, and that 
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persons occupation is also given. 


How soon after death someone was buried can tell you about burial customs in the area for 
that particular religious group. Burial a day or two after death was generally the rule for 
Catholics. During winter it may have been longer period between death and burial. 


The cause of an ancestors death can also be informative. When | saw that one of my 
ancestors died of Typhus | assumed it was because of the poverty of the family that she had 
been infected with it. This disease is acquired through body lice. When | learned that Thomas 
Jefferson's daughters also came down with Typhus while in Paris | changed my opinion 
regarding inferring poverty and filthy living conditions as the sole cause of infection. 


Here we have an example of a church death record. My ancestor Maria Wolf died the 26th of 
March 1871 of Typhus. Since she is female her husband's named is given. His name is 
Joseph Jost. Joseph is listed as an agricolae. She is buried two days after her death on the 
27th. 


Catholic Church records online for today's Burgenland only cover the time period ending in 
1895, when civil registration records then record these events. These records are also online 
at FamilySearch.org. 


The 1895 Civil Registration records end in 1920 when Burgenland is ceded to Austria after 
WWI. 


The civil registration records often contain more information than the church records. 
From 1895 to 1907 a long form was used to record registrants information. These records 
are very detailed. When multiple registrants were listed on a single page the information was 


not always as detailed. 


Civil registration birth records in the long format contained the name of the child towards the 
bottom of the form, which can be confusing. 


The top of the long civil registration gives the name or names of the persons reporting the 
birth, and their addresses and occupations. 


Here we see Janos Kurta and his wife Anna Jost are reporting the birth of their 


granddaughter Maria Koppel. Janos is said to be a foldbirtokos or landowner. They live at 17 
Borosgodor. 
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The center of the form contains the names and information of the parents. 


Below you see the father's information 


vallasa-religion 

allasa (foglalkozasa)- standing (job) 
lakohelye- residence 
szuleteshelye-place of birth 
Eletkora- age 


My great-grandfather's standing is given as Foldbirtokos or landowner. 
Next on the form is the mother's information. 


Below is the information for my great-grandmother Maria Kurta 


The same information as provided for her husband regarding her vital statistics. 


Below is the information for her daughter Maria's birth. 
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Helye-place 
ideje-time 
napjanak del(untan): time of day afternoon (Maria was born at 7 in the afternoon) 


megjegyzes- comment. Bejelento az anyai nagy anya- (Maria's birth) Announced by the 
maternal grandmother. 


The birth information on the long form is quite informative. Knowing what time of day my 
great-aunt Maria was born is interesting because like her | was also born around 7 in the 
afternoon. The most helpful information is the fact her birth was announced by her 
grandmother named at the top of the form, Anna Jost. As I've stated in previous blog posts 
her mother Maria's church birth entry is wrong. It stated her mother was Anna Scharl. This 
birth record is more evidence that record is wrong, and her name was Anna Jost. 


At the bottom of the form the person reporting the birth was supposed to testify to reading 
and understanding what was written above, and attesting it was a true statement of the facts. 


Since Anna Jost, Maria's grandmother, apparently was illiterate and was not a fluent 
Hungarian speaker she stated she was more comfortable with German (nemetul). The 
document was reviewed for her in German, and she signed it with 3 X's. 


ee \ ) RAE AALO, iantan, ibid Pie 
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None of my ancestors married in Burgenland in 1895, or after, so | have not gleaned anything 
about my own family from these records. The records appear to contain basically the same 
information as the church marriage records. Some do provide additional information about 
the language spoken by the marriage party. 


The Civil Registration death long form is laid out much the same as the birth long. The death 
record has the additional information regarding the time of death, and name of parents if 


known. 


My 3 times great-grandfather Peter Kurta died in 1896 in Borosgodor. 
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Peter Kurta died at house number 3, in Borosgodor. A house in which he lived with his wife all 
of his adult life. His wife's name is correctly stated as Anna Muik. 


His father's name is correctly stated as Antal Kurta. Mother's name is given as Katalin Jost. | 
have Catherine Jost, but it's close enough. Both of Peter's parents are said to also be from 
Borosgodor, which is correct. The status of, or job, of his father is Foldmives or peasant 
farmer. And apparently his Jost grandfather was also classified as Foldmives. 


Peter's son Janos Kurta reported his death, as seen by his name at the top and in the 
comment below, which states his son announced his death. He was living at house number 
17 in Borosgodor when he reported his father's death. This was his home until his own death 
in 1919. 


Unlike Anna Jost, Janos Kurta could sign his name. | don't know if this is actually his 
signature or a copy made by the clerk? 


This is just a small sample of the interesting information that can be found by examining the 
church and civil registration records. 


Below are the names of those who died in Felsoronok parish during the smallpox epidemic, 
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1874 Smallpox Epidemic Parish of Felsoronok 
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Piace Name Age Date 
1 Felso Julianna Gyori 7 16 Feb 
2 Felso Agnes 1 1 Mar 
3 Jaka Franciscus Gyori 3 8 Mar 
4 Raba Joannes Koller 3 12 Mar 
5 Felso Maria Schlegel 1 17 Mar 
6 Felso Maria Szolderis 6 18 Mar 
7 Raba Jospehus Schmiat 4 20 Mar 
8 Felso Aloysias Krobath a 22 Mar 
9 Felso Franciscus Konrad 1 22 Mar 
10 Jaka Franciscus Krobath 5 26 Mar 
a Raba Joannes Jud 5 28 Mar 
12 Felso Joannes Schmit 4 31 Mar 
13 Jaka Julianna Krobath 3 1 Apr 
14 Sand Joannes Jost 8 2 Apr 
15 Felso Jospehus Kreuszer 2 2 Apr 
16 Jaka Joannes Krobath 1 2 Apr 
V7 Felso Elisabeth Gollinger 7 2 Apr 
18 Felso Michael Jost 2 7 Apr 
Page 1 
1874 Smallpox Epidemic Parish of Feisoronok 
19 Felso Mana Windisch 2 8 Apr 
20 Felso Joannes Schuster 1 10 Apr 
21 Raba Jospehus Muik 1 10 Apr 
22 Felso Francisca Schramel 2 10 Apr 
23 Felso Aloysias Kreuszer 1 13 Apr 
24 Raba Joannes Schrattzer 1 13 Apr 
25 Felso Julianna Stem 1 15 Apr 
26 Boros Mana Koppel 25 19 Apr 
27 Raba Jospeha Szuldens 5 19 Apr 
28 Felso Julianna Medovis 7 months 21 Apr 
29 Jaka Maria Gollinger 7 24 Apr 
30 Jaka Julianna Urban 1 25 Apr 
31 Felso Rosalia Szinutz 8 29 Apr 
32 Jaka Agnes Knueg 6 30 Apr 
33 Raba Joannes Szald 1 3 May 
34 Felso Joannes Oszemul 1 3 May 
35 Boros Julianna Koppel 5 5 May 
36 Raba Maria Podetz 5 5 May 
Page 2 
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1874 Smallpox Epidemic Pansh of Felsoronok 


Felso Julianna Windisch 
Stephanus Weidinger 
Rosalia Kakas 
Maria Fresch 
Thersia Wieder 
Joannes Gyort 
Joannes Huber 
Joannes Gluckshofer 
Joannes Spand! 
Julianna Jost 
Franciscus Jost 
Thersia Weidinger 
Stephen Szulderis 
Maria Sommer 10 Months 
Franciscus F? 1 year 
Maria Jost 5 
Joannes Jost 7 months 
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Spanien Fu 1918 
Place Name Age Des 

1 Also Ferenez Fisoner 3 12 Oct 
2 ut Fan Gully 42 17 Oct 
3 ut Ferenez Tapler =] 21 Ot 
‘ ut Janes Gully 16 22 Oct 
3 ut AG FismBon 3 22 Oct 
6 Boros Abps Frecn 34 23 Ot 
7 ut Mare Wagner 4 24 Oct 
6 ut Foils Smener 21 25 Ont 
=] ut Gizele Grier 3 25 Oct 
10 Bores Mars Jcsz ces 2% On 
11 Vassezem  Ferenezne Sanorasts? 52 27 Oa 
12 ut Terz Gully 17 27 O@ 
13 ut Guezay Pexr 17 27 OS 
14 ut Fan Sucnfeter 5 28 Ot 
15 uy Anna Sosiscn 5 BOot 
16 uf Jowmme Feder 51 HOt 
17 ur Gurter Weyer 2 WOR 
18 ug ida Rwoner 2 Oc 
19 Boros Terzis Colin ger 12 31 Oct 
20 VEeezem Mare Spandi 14 On 
21 ut Ages Szommer 14 1 Nw 

22 Boros Jomet Auner? 13 3 Nov 
23 Boros Mikes Novwek 3 4 Nov 
24 KEK Ferenez Lam niger 13 4 Nov 
25 Boras Peseme Attinger 33 5 Nov 
26 ur Mare Soniener 1 & Nov 
27 Boros Gomtrtne Heldinger 24 11 Nov 
28 Sano Mare Joszt Pr) 11 Nov 
29 ut Gyorgy ne Hoven 43 11 Nov 
30 ut Janos Hone 18 14 Noy 
31 Soros Janos Czsaiek 5 17 Nov 
32 ut Jowme Meyer 53 20 Nov 
33 5exa Terz Kropom 3 22 Nov 
34 Felsom Oobn? Femier 2 23 Nov 
35 Felom Agnes Szemier 7 27 Nov 
36 Boros Joe? Szommer 2 7 Dec 
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Breakthrough In Birthplace of Grandfather 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2023-01-29T 14:33:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 13/32 


1/18/24, 11:37 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


| have spent years searching for the birth record of my grandfather Rudolph Kapple. | began 
searching in 1998. | had assumed he was born in or near the village of Inzenhof where his 
parents were born and raised. Actually before | even knew of Inzenhof my grandmother 
Dorothy Mason, first wife of Rudolph, had written to his surviving family in Chicago to ask 
where he was born. Most likely she wrote to one or more of his siblings, at least a couple 
were still alive around 20 years ago. They told her Rudolph was born in Graz, Austria. After 
discovering the family came from Inzenhof | discounted this as wrong believing they just 
named the nearest large metropolitan area as his place of birth, and it was not his actual 
place of birth. | assumed that also because the Irish generally provided the name of the 
nearest market town as their place of origin instead of the smaller townland they actually 
lived in. 


After obtaining a copy of Rudolph's mother Maria's naturalization document, and passenger 
list, he was listed with a different birthplace | never had heard of. A place called Hort was 
named as Rudolph's birthplace. 
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| used this information looking for places named Hort. | found one place by that name in 
Hungary. | was unable to find his birth record in the LDS Family History Library civil 
registration film for Hort, Heves, Hungary. | then believed the spelling could be wrong and it 
might instead be Hart? There are several places in Austria called Hart. With few microfilms 
for Austria, and none for a birth in 1909, | had to give up on the search for my grandfather in 
places called Hart. 


| also believed he could have been born in Inzenhof, and the passenger list was wrong. 
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Since the passenger list surame misspelling had to be used on documents for naturalization | 
assumed a place name error may also have had to be repeated even if it was wrong. | 
assumed it was possible Maria told the immigration clerk, when asked, that Rudolph was 
born in Ort, a word meaning place. | thought this may have been a misunderstanding brought 
about by a language barrier? 


| had looked through the Civil registration microfilms for the area the family was from when 
they became available. | did not find Rudolph's 1909 birth record. When a distant cousin 
suggested looking through them online, | decided to try again. 


| went through two different civil registration digitized films at FamilySearch, one 

for Rabaflzes and one for Németujvar. Civil registrations for Inzenhof were recorded at 
various times in both districts. | didn't find his birth record and decided to see if | could find his 
siblings records. Some of his siblings were said to have been born in America, and two in 
Inzenhof/Borosgodor (Borosgodor is the Hungarian name for Inzenhof). | noticed something | 
hadn't noticed before, births could be recorded a year, or years, after the fact, | needed to 
extend my search beyond the date of birth, for maybe years beyond that date. 


| began my search with Maria's 1900 birth. | saw an interesting record which seemed to 
relate to my family. | didn't think the father's name was correct and kept looking. Then it 
occurred to me the father's name was written in Hungarian, instead of German or Latin as in 
the Catholic Church books. His name was recorded as Francis in Catholic records, but the 
name is Ferenc in Hungarian, meaning Frank which is the name he used in America. | went 
back to that record and sure enough the father's name was correct just written in Hungarian. 
The name of the child was listed at the bottom of the record, which also threw me off. | can't 
speak or read Hungarian which made searching these records very difficult. 


Maria's birth date was the same as on her mother's naturalization record so | knew this was 
the correct record. Her birth was recorded in the Rabaflzes civil registration district. 


Maria was living at number 21 Borogodor/Inzenhof when daughter Maria was born. | didn't 
know that when | visited Inzenhof. | checked my pictures to see if | had a picture of that 
house. Yes | did get a picture of 21. This house is across the street from number 24, which is 
where cousins of my family lived and still live. 
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Maria's grandparents Johann Kurta and Anna Joszt were witnesses on the birth record. This 
is another confirmation that Maria Kurta's Catholic Church birth entry is in error. Her mother is 
not an Anna Scharl, but instead Anna Jost. | figured that because her siblings birth records 
stated their mother was Anna Jost, plus there is no record of an Anna Scharl marrying a 
Johann Kurta. There is a record for the marriage of Johann Kurta and Anna Jost before Maria 
was born, and the address was the same as Maria's birth record. 


Johann and Anna were still living at house 17 in 1900. House 17 is behind the village school 
in the picture below. 


| then searched for John's birth record and also found it. He was born in 1904, and his birth 
was recorded in the Rabaflzes civil registration district. His grandparents also witnessed his 
birth record like that of Maria. An old address of number 3, which was where his mother 


Maria was born, was given? 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2023-01-29T 14:33:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 16/32 


1/18/24, 11:37 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


| then decided to go through the books searching for my grandfather's birth record, this time 
looking for names spelled in Hungarian. Looking through the Rabafuzes book for births in 
1909 | noticed that it appeared Borosgodor/Inzenhof births were not longer registered in that 
district. As | was researching the Németujvar digitized microfilms at FamilySearch | noticed 
there were zero births listed for Borosgodor (Hungarian name for the Village of Inzenhof). | 
then had to figure out where these births were now being registered? 


Looking more closely | then discovered there were actually two books on the digitized film | 
was searching in. There are two books for district of Németujvar. One was for the larger 
towns, and the other for villages or rural areas. As you see the book below is for Németujvar 
Videke. Videke means rural. Rudolph's family lived in Inzenhof, which is a rural area not far 
from Gussing/Németujvar. There is a set of films for Németujvar which have these books on 
separate microfilms. | accidentally came upon the one with the combined books, which led to 
my confusion. 


The best way to search the FamilySearch microfilms is by using the links provided by the 
Burgenland Bunch website. Then you won't run into the confusion caused by two books on 


one film. 


Now that | finally had the correct book | searched page by page from Rudolph's birth in April 
1909 until | finally found his birth record. His birth was recorded nearly a year later. | was 
surprised to find Hart named as his birthplace. It stated he was born in Hart, Styria, Austria. 
His name is also written in Hungarian, which didn't look like Rudolph Christian to me. | did 
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figure it out more quickly knowing to look for different looking names, but the correct parents 
and date of birth. 


Someone at the Facebook Burgenland Bunch group helped me find my great-grandfather's 
baptismal record. Graz diocese records are now online. 


Now | have confirmed that Rudolph Christian Kapple/Koppel was indeed born in Hart, Styria, 
Austria. He wasn't born in Graz, but instead in the diocese of Graz. He was baptized in 
Pischelsdorf, Styria, Austria. 


It looks like births and deaths for Inzenhof/Borogodor were registered in RabafUzes between 
1895 and 1906. Between 1907 and 1920 they appear to be registered in 
Németujvar/Gussing. 


| found house #42 in Hart on Google Maps. 
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Looking at the passenger list my grandfather Rudolph appears on, in 1910, Maria states her 
last address was Hart, Austria. | missed that before. 


see eae 


| have not idea why Maria was living at number 42 in Hart? Her husband Frank's grandfather, 
Joseph Bierbauer, was from Frésaugraben, Styria, Austria, which isn't far away from Hart, 
just around 9 miles away. Maria may have joined cousins of Frank living in that area? 
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| found another entry in a civil registry book for for Pischelsdorf so apparently there was 


some connection between these two areas? 
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Inzenhof is about 35 miles away from Hart. 


I've got more research to do to discover why Maria was living in Hart? | may also find birth 
information for her children in America in these civil registration records. The births of many 
Inzenhof emigrants are recorded in these books. It's a page by page search through many 
years so it will take me a long time to complete. My prime goal at this time is to find photos of 
Frank Kappel and his wife Maria Kurta since | have never seen any photos of them. 


The Travelers 

Maria, and apparently not her husband Frank, made 3 trips back to the old country. Often she 
was accompanied by at least some of her children. Frank moved the family around 
Pennsylvania according to where he could find work. He finally migrated to Chicago where 
the family joined him after returning from Austria for the last time in 1910. Below is a video 
showing the movements of Maria to and from Austro/Hungary, and the family's movements 
within America. 
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My Movie the many travels of maria2 


Sunday, July 8, 2018 


Inferring Burgenland Ethnicity Using DNA 
and Surnames 
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\ Ay 


From top left to bottom: me, and my father Robert Kapple, my great-aunt Bertha Kappel-Solomon, my 
grandfather Rudolph Kapple 


| began my genealogy research to find out more about my grandfather Rudolph Kapple's 
roots. | had never met him because he died in Chicago when | was 7 years old. My father's 
parents divorced and my grandmother moved with her children to California where | was 
born, and raised. As a matter of fact my first trip to Chicago was last year. I've always 
regretted never meeting this grandfather, and asked family about him. Even though my father 
sided with his mother in the divorce he still loved his father. When he heard of his death he 
was very broken up | remember. | remember him telling me about a tour of a steel mill he 
took with his father, which was a fond memory for him. That whetted my appetite for more. 


| was always told Kapple, or Kappel as some of our family spell it, was a Jewish surname. 
That's the only thing I knew about the family. | didn't know where the family came from? My 
Grandfather's death certificate said he was born in Australia. | had thought to start searching 
there, but my grandmother had some research done which pointed to Austria, and not 
Australia, as his place of birth. | read the book "My Sixteen" which has instructions on 
researching immigrant ancestors. | ordered the documents suggested, and looked at census 
records which were on microfilm at that time, and not yet on the internet. Once | found the 
name of their village | looked the village name up on the internet, which took me to the 
Burgenland Bunch. This group led me to church records. The spelling of the name in the old 
country turned out to be Koppel. | was surprised to find the Kdppel's in the Catholic Church 
records going back to 1785. The surname Kdéppel seemed even more Ashkenazi related. | 
figured maybe they converted to Catholicism? 


| had a Kapple male first cousin take the Y-DNA test; his result turned out to be in the J-172 
haplogroup. Many people of Jewish ethnicity tend to be in that haplogroup, so | thought this 
was further confirmation that we were indeed Ashkenazi on our Kapple line. | looked up the 
surname Kurta on a Holocaust database site, and Kurta came up. | thought maybe the Kurta 
surname origins were also Ashkenazi? 


| thought | had it all figured out. We were substantially Ashkenazi Catholic converts? | was in 
for a big surprise when my autosomal ethnicity results came in. Zero Ashkenazi. | had an 
aunt and first cousin tested to confirm these autosomal results. My cousin came out with a 
trace amount of Ashkenazi, and my aunt zero. FTDNA predicted my aunt to be around 30% 
Southeast European, and 6% Eastern European. That would seem to account for part of the 
50% of DNA she would have inherited from her Burgenland born father. 
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Loretta Newman 
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My own ethnicity predictions are around 4%-6% Eastern European on most of the tests. 
AncestryDNA gives me a range of 0-12% Middle Eastern, which could point to some possible 
Ashkenazi ancestry? My Aunt has 1.1% Ashkenazi ethnicity at MyHeritage. 


It seems like much of my grandfather Kapple's ethnicity is missing from these tests, everyone 
in my family who has tested seems have a chunk of missing ethnicity from the Kapple side. 
British Isles and Western Europe seem to be over estimated. 


v Europe 91.3% 
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What really intrigues me is the Slovak ethnicity prediction. | do see surnames such as Muik 
and Kurta listed in the Slovakian church books. Both 23andMe and DNA.land point to the 
possibility of Slovakian ancestry for me and my aunt. 
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After visiting Austria, Bratislava, and the western portion of Hungary | had not noticed many 
people with the dark eyes, and dark hair similar to my Kapple family, or other similar 
features? Even the Kurta cousins living in Burgenland tend to have lighter features. | thought 
that was a little odd? Looking at us your first guess as to our ethnicity probably wouldn't be 
Germanic. | don't have any pictures of my Inzenhof great-grandparents. | only have physical 
descriptions from documents. My great-grandmother Mary Kurta was 5 feet tall with dark hair 
and brown eyes. My great-grandfather Frank Kappel was 5 feet 6, with dark hair and brown 
eyes, as you can see in the description on his Declaration of Intention below. My father 
looked much like his father and had black hair, and brown eyes. His mother had light colored 
eyes 
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Interesting that | did see a few more people in Slovakia that looked like us, with darker 
features. Our tour guide in Bratislava, Slovakia had darker features, more like our Kapple 
side of the family. | was beginning to think the Slovakian estimate was correct. 


I've since looked at a list from 1720 and there was a Kurta already in Borogodor at that time. 
23andMe states that | probably have ties to Slovakia within the past 200 years. Looks like it 
would be more than 200 years ago, more like 300 years or more, since a Kurta was in the 
Borosgodor area in 1720. If Muik is the source of the admixture it's possible they migrated to 
Borosgodor at a later time? 
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Annette Kapple 100% 


European 


@ British & Irish 


teland 


@ iberian 184% 
@ French & German 13.9% 
@ Eastern European 4.9% 
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23andMe Predicts | have Slovakian ancestry within the past 200 years? 


1720 Census Borosgodor 


Slovakia is mixed ethnically because it was part of the multi-ethnic Hapsburg Empire. There 
are signs in 3 languages on the old pharmacy in Bratislava, photo below. Instead of my family 
being from Slovakia it may be that the mixed Hungarian ethnicity of the people of that country 
is throwing our ethnicity prediction off? It could also be that some of the people who settled in 
Inzenhof were from Slovakia? 
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An old Apothecary shop in Bratislava with signs in 3 languages 
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Kurta indeed appears to be a Hungarian surname. | marked all of our Kappel side surnames 
according to there likely ethnic origins. Nearly all of the others appear to be Germanic. 
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Surnames can be adopted for various reasons and don't always reflect a persons ethnicity. | 
do think the surname Kurta is a clue that line is an ethnic mixture of Germanic and 
Hungarian. 


Looking at all the information provided by the DNA companies | would say the origins of 
matches, especially close matches, is more informative than the ethnicity results alone. The 
fact my aunt and | have Austrian matches seems significant since my mother, who has no 
Austrian ancestry, doesn't have any is a clue to our origins. My aunt has 17 matches with 
Austrian ancestry. If | didn't know families origins at all | would look more closely at the 
origins of matches. 
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| absolutely loved Bratislava and would love to find an ancestral connection to Slovakia. It 
could be we just share a common Hungarian ancestry? | may never know for sure? At this 
point | would say my Burgenland family is a mixture of Eastern European and Germanic 
ethnicity. 
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Posted by Annette at 8:55AM Nocomments: [hx] 


Friday, June 29, 2018 


Mapping The Addresses of Burgenland 
Austro/Hungarian Ancestors 


Now that I've visited the village of Inzenhof, Austria where my grandfather Rudolph Kapple, 
and many of our ancestors had lived, | am more curious about their living situation. How 
close were the houses where my ancestral couples lived before they married? The early 
houses were all fairly close together, but some were a block or two away from the others. 
Below you can see the village of Inzenhof from an aerial view. All of the early homes were 
mainly clustered near the present Kurta Gasthaus, Fire Department, and School. 
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| would think everyone in such a small village would have known one another, but there were 
about 600 people living there when my ancestors lived there. Even with a smaller population, 
now around 300, not everyone knows each other as | discovered on my visit. | was thinking 
proximity probably played a role when it came to the marriages of my ancestors? Were they 
neighbors? 


| had no way to plot out the addresses of my ancestors until Werner at the 

provided me with some links to GEO Data sites. | used the GEO Daten 
Burgeland site to plot the addresses of my ancestors, and their neighbors in 
Inzenhof: 


How close did the couples live to marriage partners? 


They were not next door neighbors as | was thinking. Here you see Christian Koppel and 
Marie Bierbauer who married in 1876; they lived a block or two away from each other. 
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My great-grandparents Frank Kappel and Maria Kurta married in 1898 in Pennsylvania. They 
both were from Inzenhof, but weren't next door neighbors either. 
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Maria Kurta-Kappel's parents lived about the same distance apart as the other couples, not 
next door neighbors either. 
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Even though the couples didn't live next door they did live in the same village. Interesting that 
they tended to marry within the same village even though other villages were close by. 
Maybe it's because each village had its own church? Since the principle gathering place was 
the church for events and masses that is likely where people got to know more distant 
neighbors, and these couples met. Also | am thinking if | traced the extended families | would 
find a web of relationships with neighbors I'm not familiar with. These relationships probably 
also led to matches with more distant neighbors. I'm not sure about how much schooling my 
family had? They likely would also have met contemporaries at school if they attended? 


| also used the GEO Data site to mark some of the Inzenhof houses. | mainly used the village 
list at the Burgenland Bunch website. It's been interesting getting to know the village better. 


Mid 19th Century Inzenhof Village Tenants 


The Geo Data map shows house numbers in blue, and what seem to be tract numbers for 
the land in white. | added the names from the village list dating from around 1859. 
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It's interesting to compare the names of villagers in 1720 with these later descendants. You 
can view the 1720 Census list for Borosgodor he! 
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| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 


direction. | also research Irish records. 
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My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Tuesday, June 12, 2018 


A Visit to Southern Burgenland/ Mission 
Accomplished 


After years of research | finally made it to Inzenhof, Burgenland, Austria. This was the finale 
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to my goal of visiting the places where my grandparents were born. | first traveled to egal oe 
Granada, Nicaragua, in 2015, where my maternal grandmother Graciela Del Castillo was Canadian) 
born. A couple years later | made it to Chicago where my grandmother Dorothy Mason was 3 years ago 
born in 1909. A few months ago | visited Brownstown, Indiana where my grandfather Charles 

Forgey was born in 1898. | finally made it to Inzenhof where my Grandfather Rudolph Kapple 

was born in 1909. He was born during a visit back by my great-grandmother Maria Kurta . Followers 


She was visiting her father Johann Kurta and family. She had been living in Pennsylvania. 
When she returned to America, with her children in 1910, she joined her husband Frank 
Kappel (Kdppel) who had migrated to Chicago. His father, Christian Koppel, and Maria's 
father, Johann Kurta, had both made trips to America, but appear to be among the 22% of 
immigrants who returned to Burgenland after spending time working in America. 


| put off the visit to Inzenhof, and the Gussing area, because traveling there is more of a 


challenge. Not only is it there a 12 hour flight from Los Angeles, California but it's also at least 
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a few hours, by public transportation, from the nearest airport. There is limited public 
transportation to the area. Taking public transportation to the nearest larger hub town 
involves taking trains to buses, which don't run frequently and require several transfers. 


I've always wanted to visit Salzburg and Vienna, Austria. | decided to add the trip to southern 
Burgenland to that itinerary. Since getting to Burgenland from Vienna was a bit complicated 
for a first time visitor | decided to begin the trip with a structured 10 day Trafalgar bus tour, 
which would take care of all the trip details, leaving me to navigate my way through 
Burgenland on my own more rested. This tour began in Munich for a couple nights, moved 
on to Oberammergau for another two nights, continued to Salzburg for another two nights, 
then ended in Vienna. | stayed a few additional days in Vienna before moving on to my hotel 
in Gussing, Burgenland. Gussing is the closest area to Inzenhof with hotel 
accommodations. 


The Trip to Gussing and Inzenhof from Vienna 
| took 3 trains from Vienna to Alsoronok in Hungary, 

which is only 9 miles from Gussing. There are several 
routes and trains that stop within easy taxi distance from 
Gussing. It costs around 35 euros to travel from 
Alsoronok to Gussing by taxi. 


Below you can see the route my trains took to Alsoronok. 
Depending on the route the Trains take and the time the 
connections meet it can take 3 and a half, to 4 hours, to 
to travel from Vienna to Inzenhof (the fastest way to get anywhere in Burgenland would be to 
rent a car in Vienna or Graz). Unless you're lucky enough to have a train stop near your 
Burgenland ancestral area it can be time consuming to make the journey from the airports to 
the area. The tricky part when it comes to visiting Burgenland is transportation and lack of 
accommodations in sparsely populated areas. 


Google maps has simplified visiting Burgenland by providing train and bus schedules. Just 
enter where you are traveling from and where you're going , click the public transportation 
icon and travel options will be presented. Austrian rail OBB also provides schedules at their 
website, and the ability to buy tickets online. 
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Schedule and train numbers for trip to Alsoronok 


All of the trains are modern, comfortable, clean, and have WC's (restrooms). All trains have 
mounted screens providing stop information and train arrival times. 
Traveling through Northern Burgenland before crossing into Hungary 
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Crossing into Hungary, from northern Burgenland, Austria, Austrian border guards patrol 
outside the train, but do not board. Passport checks aren't required when traveling through 
EU countries. 


Traveling through western Hungary 
We traveled through some beautiful Hungarian countryside on our way to Alsoronok. | saw a 
beautiful stork in flight too. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2023-01-17T 13:03:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 4/37 


1/18/24, 11:34 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


Taxi Roni picked me up at the train station in Alsoronok. Taxi driver Ronald Vajda can speak 
English so | would recommend using his taxi service if you don't soeak German. He is also 
reliable so even if you do speak German, | would still recommend him. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2023-01-17T 13:03:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 5/37 


1/18/24, 11:34 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


The taxi took me to Gussing through the back road leading past our family church St. 
Emmerich. This little known route is shorter. 
Crossing the Border from Hungary into Austria 


Here we are at the border with signs with the Hungarian flag on one side and the Austrian flag on the other 


Arrival in Gussing 

Once | got to Gussing everything was simple. | stayed at the Aktivpark hotel, which is part of 
a sports and fitness complex. | was happy with this hotel which provided a free breakfast, 
wifi, and had a restaurant and bar. The accommodations were modern and clean. 
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Within easy walking distance to the town center the location of the hotel was very convenient 
for me since | didn't have a car. | was able to explore the area, which has some nice 
restaurants, cafes, a theater and grocery stores along with historic buildings. Burg GUussing 
dominates the hill which the town is built around. 


After dumping my stuff at the hotel | took a leisurely stroll around Gussing. 
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| then stopped at a grocery store and bought a drink, and a snack (jelly filled cookies). Nice 
grocery store with many yummy options. 


The taxi driver, Ronald's, English was very good but | did encounter a language barrier more 
frequently here than in Vienna where more people could speak English. 


The next morning | woke up to the sound of church bells. It was for Corpus Christi a Catholic 
feast day, and Austrian National holiday. You can watch the procession | videoed below. 


Corpus Christi Gussing, Burgenland, Austria 2018 


First Official Visit to Inzenhof 

After the morning Corpus Christi festivities | headed to Inzenhof, about 4 miles away, with 
Taxi Roni, to look up the house numbers | collected from the Felsoronok church records. This 
was much more complex than | expected because the house numbers are in random order. 
Apparently they were numbered as they were built, so house number 5 can be next door to 
house number 111. Not the tract numbering system I'm used to. 


Taxi driver Ronald spotted a man walking his dog. He asked about the house numbers and 


this man turned out to be the man we needed. This man delivered newspapers to the area 
and knew how to find the houses | was looking for. | really appreciated his helpfulness. 
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Below is house number 3. My Kurta ancestors lived for a time at number 3. Kurtas still live in 
the house. I'm not certain if this is an old house? This may either be the renovated house my 
ancestor Johann Kurta and wife raised their children in, or a newer house? | believe it 
probably does sit on the land the original house sat on, if it doesn't contain any parts of the 
original house? 


My ancestor Christian Kdppel's family home/property is more difficult to establish. Our local 
guide asked the current residents of house number 25 if Kdppel's lived in that house? They 
said a Christian Koppel lived in another house. Because of the language barrier | was not 
able to understand if they were talking about another Christian Koppel? They stated Christian 
married a woman in the United States. My Christian did go to the US, but seemed to return to 
Austria? | really don't know what happened to him? His son, my ancestor Frank, stayed in the 
US, but | didn't see his father with him, or around him, in Census records? I'm not sure when 
Christian's wife, my ancestor, Maria Bierbauer died, it's possible he could have remarried in 
the US? 


They seemed to be saying that someone named Koppel was living in Vienna now? 
I'm not sure when the current residents of 25 moved into that house? | should have asked. | 
believe the fact Christian's family lived in the house so long ago the locals no longer have 


any knowledge of the Képpel's ownership of the house or land? 


Like house number 3 the house may have be a renovated older home, or a much newer 
build. 
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Christian Koppel later took over his Bierbauer in-laws property at number 111. The 
Bierbauers relocated to Inzenhof in the mid 19th century and likely built a house then, which 
is why the number is so much higher than Johann Kurta at number 3. 


A Koppel is currently living at house number 24, which the residents at house number 25 
pointed out. Apparently this is a longtime Koppel household. It's associated with a Christian 
Koppel, which | believe is a younger man than my Christian? | do think they are related to my 
family. 


Since we no longer spell our name Kdppel | had no idea how the name should be 
pronounced. We now spell and pronounce the name Kapple. Our original surname should be 
pronounced K-Opal, as the local residents explained. They didn't recognize Kapple, as a 
local family. Once they understood what my surnames were they stated there were many 
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Kdppel's and Kurtas in the area historically, and currently there still are a number of Kurtas. 


One of the residents of number 25 called a Koppel to ask her how my family fit into to the 
local area. My family having left so long ago little is known of them. The residents of the area 
were aware of the fact some of the Koppels went America, but weren't sure exactly where 
they lived or how they connected with current residents? 
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The house at 111 is definitely a newer home. It isn't built in the traditional local style. 
Unfortunately the owner wasn't home because his wife died recently. 


After searching for family properties. | asked Ronald to drop me at the family church St. 
Emmerich. This church was located in no man's land during the Cold War. Because of its 
location on the Iron Curtain the church and cemetery fell into disrepair. Once the Cold War 
ended it took a great deal of restoration work to bring the church back to what we see today. 
The church is now very isolated in a wooded area, miles from the populated areas. 
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The road from Inzenhof to the church has signs pointing out this road is part of the Iron 
Curtain Trail. 
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| hiked around the location of the old abandoned cemetery. | was only able to read one 
headstone. The others are too worn. | believe more headstones are likely buried. Since the 
border area was heavily mined during the Cold War digging around the old cemetery may not 
be the kind of blast we'd like? 
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| was also fascinated by the signs. The painted markings on the trees seem to represent 
Austria and Hungary. One sign stated a camera was surveilling the area, but | didn't see 
one? 
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Back to Gussing 

After heading out of the woods back to Gussing | took a wonderful tour of Burg Gussing. 
When | told the person selling tickets at the Burg that my family was from Inzenhof and | was 
visiting from California, and my family names, she recognized a name like Bierbauer, she 
said Bierbaumer. I'm not sure if later members of this family changed the name? Could be a 
different family too? 


If you buy a 7 euro ticket to the Burg Gussing you will get a discount on tickets to the other 
Burgs in Burgenland. 


~ BURGEN 


| Kombiticket 


3 machtoe Buryen des Burgentandes zum Sondurpras 


| thought touring the Burg Castle/Museum would only take a short time. | was there for hours. 
After walking so much the past couple weeks | was happy there is a lift up to the Burg, which 
helped preserve my energy for the vast collections of the museum, and large Burg complex. 
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Our previous landlords the Batthyany family are still prominent in Gussing. You can see 
pictures of the current family members at the Burg museum. 
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Closing Service For Corpus Christi 

After the Burg tour | attended the closing service for Corpus Christi at the Catholic Church. 
This was a beautiful ceremony. This service was primarily sung. The German dialect in this 
area is very interesting to listen to. Listening to this softer German accent was very soothing. 


Other Religious Groups in Gussing 

Most Burgenlanders are Catholic, but Protestantism did penetrate the area early on. One of 
the Batthyany overlords converted and became Protestant adding acceptance of that form of 
Christianity. Below you can see a Protestant church building in GUussing. 


This church was built in the 1980's, but the congregation was established in 1783. 
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There is also a Kingdom Hall located on the same street in GUssing. The Jehovah's 
witnesses have apparently made converts here. 


A Return to Inzenhof Day 3 

| returned to Inzenhof the next day again via taxi. | asked about buses at the Rathaus. There 
was a bus to Inzenhof that day, but no bus returning to Gussing. The only bus headed to 
Inzenhof left around 1 pm. Lucky | could take a taxi and start my journey earlier because a 
thunder storm rolled through late in the day, after | left. 


What caught my eye in the center of the Village of Inzenhof was the Gasthaus Kurta, since 
my great-grandmother was Maria Kurta. I'm actually related to the Kurta family at least twice. 
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If | could trace the family back farther it may be more? 


The sky was mostly clear when | arrived in Inzenhof, but there were clouds off in the 
distance. | enjoyed the beautiful morning weather walking through the entire village. Looking 
at the surviving houses and farm structures some appeared to be newer and some could be 
quite old based on the state of deterioration. It is difficult to date buildings by eye because the 
same building techniques were used until fairly recently. Most structures were made of brick 
with a coating over it, which looks like plaster. The earliest roofs were thatched, later 
replaced by red tile. The newer buildings appear to be made of concrete blocks. 


Soviet occupation of Burgenland after WWII led to stagnation of the economy. Poverty likely 
preserved some of the pre- WWII structures, and led to continued use of old building 
techniques, and preservation of old ways of life. A definite change to more modern styles can 


be seen immediately after the Soviet occupation ends. 


| was surprised to find a newer war memorial in Inzenhof. Not the one | had a picture of? 
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The house behind house number 55 is very interesting. It appears to be fairly old and has a 
rusted manual water pump. Next to the old pump is modern water spigot. Many people 
continue to use the old manual pumps to water their gardens, but this particular pump is 
likely older than some of the others. I'm wondering if the current house number 55 is a 
replacement for the older house behind it? 


House number 55 and its older neighbor are built in the traditional Hungarian style common 
to what used to be Western Hungary. The houses were long, not compact like the Northern 
Austrian Alpine style houses. Recently Swiss chalet architecture seems to be becoming 
popular in the area. Also western style homes with attached garages can be seen here. 
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| spotted a couple of what | thought were old outhouses. 


| thought a bread trunk was going through to village the day | was there. No it's actually a 
meat truck, for those who may not go into Gussing very often to buy groceries. 
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Inzenhof residents still erect the traditional Maypole. I'm glad | arrived the end of May and the 
first couple days of June so I could see the Maypole. 


Burgenland has fully integrated into Austria culturally. They may retain some traditional 
customs, but the culture is now predominately western and Austrian. American music can be 
heard playing all around the area, even though few Americans visit here. The family ties of 
the area to America are strong, maybe that's the reason why American popular culture is 
found here? The Austrian bicycle culture has found a home here too. Sadly cigarette smoking 
is common in Austria where cigarette machines can still be found. 


Back to Gussing 

| was pleased to find a phone booth in the town of Gussing. | think phone booths are a good 
thing. Not having them forces people to spend money on cellular phones, like it or not. I've 
forgotten my phone, and can't always find a place to charge the phone. Phone booths are 
handy if you are caught without a phone in a emergency. 
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There is a great deal of signage around Burgenland so getting around isn't that difficult. 
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Sign of pride for a local woman made good at the Winter Olympic games 
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"They will not replace us," isn't a chant ever heard in Burgenland or Inzenhof. The man 
showing us around the village was from Germany. Some distant cousins still live in Inzenhof, 
but many village residents fled poverty in the late 19th and early 20th centuries relocating to 
America, Canada and wherever they could find work and were allowed to settle. My own 
ancestors were brought to that area to replace the population decimated by the Ottoman 
Turks invasions. The local aristocracy, the Batthyany relocated peasants from other areas to 
inhabit this land and pay rent to them as tenants. 


The residents of Inzenhof weren't always struggling to the point of leaving the area, and not 
everyone was driven to flee the area during economic downturns. Many Inzenhof residents 
did migrate to America. In 1910 ninety-eight of the 673 residents of Inzenhof were residing in 
Copley, Pennsylvania. This depletion of the population continued through population losses 
due to war, and the decline of farming as viable occupation. Residents also relocated to 
Vienna and Graz. 


The current population of Inzenhof is now around 338 people. The smaller population reflects 
the early out migrations, and the fact small farms are no longer as sustainable in Austria as in 
the past. Smaller family size is also a factor, my Kappel great-grandparents had 11 children, 
which is practically unheard of today. Many new surnames can now be found as people from 
other areas of Austria, and the European Union, have made their homes in Inzenof. The new 
residents have likely been drawn to the area because of its quiet charm, and lower cost of 
housing. 


Time to say goodbye for now 
| was in Burgenland from Wednesday to Saturday. | left for Graz Saturday afternoon where | 
continued sightseeing until my flight back on Monday. 


| took taxi Roni to the train station in Fehring which is about 24 miles away from Gussing. 
From Fehring one train takes you to Graz, unlike the 3 trains to Alsoronok from Vienna. It 
costs more for a taxi to Fehring, but the trip by train is faster, only requiring one train. | would 
probably fly into Graz when returning to the area, and take the train from there. 


My fondest memories of Burgenland. Austria: 


e The cute villages with their mostly one story Hungarian style houses with the 
church steeple dominating the view 
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Seeing my uncommon family names such as Kurta, 
Hamerl, Muik, on signs around the area was a big 
highlight. I'm happy to see these families still 
flourishing in the area providing gardening supplies, 
photography, and a gasthaus to the local area; 


The church bells echoing through the villages 
and hills 


The beautiful woods 

The firewood stacked everywhere 

The rolling hills 

The flowers everywhere. Both garden flowers 


and wildflowers. | love flowers and people 
who love flowers 


The lace curtains popular in the area 

The charming old Burg and other historic old structures 

The cafes in the town of Gussing and the great gelato 

The sound of the farm animals, and thunder, echoing through the isolated valley 
of Inzenof 

The beautifully maintained Village cemeteries 

The swallows. I've been to San Juan Capistrano where the celebrated swallows 


are said to return every year. I've never seen one swallow in Capistrano. | saw 
hundreds here 


| saw one stork which was quite beautiful! That is one large bird. | bet they can 
deliver 10 lb babies. | also saw stork nests 


these families have been able to make a living and 
remain in the area. 


I'll will always have fond memories of my visit to 
Burgenland. | really hated to leave, but | do hope to 
return. 


If you'd like to see a slideshow of my Trip to Inzenhof at 


youtube I've provided it below (under that one is a 
slideshow of my nearly 3 week trip through southern 
Germany and Austria ending in Graz): 
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Germany and Austria 2018 
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Comparing Living DNA Results to the Others 


Search This 
. Blog 


My Blog List 
| received my Living DNA results yesterday. My impression so far matches the opinions of 


others who have tested with Living DNA. It really shines when it comes to British Isles 
ancestry. They have pointed to North West Scotland as the source of much of my British Isles 


Geneabloggers 
Blogiversary 
Spotlight: Empty 


ancestry, and that would most likely be correct. The 14% Scottish they estimate is about Branches on the 
right. They also found some Cornish admixture, which one of the admix calculators at Family Tree 
GEDmatch also came up with. They also came up with trace amounts of admix from other 2 days 490 
regions of England. | was curious about whether they would come up with any English ov oo 
admixture. I've visited England a couple of times and wondered if | had any ancestors from Arlene Eakle’s 
there. I'm hoping they are right that | do have some English ethnicity. Tennessee Blog 
The DAR, The 
WPA, and your 


One of my Great-Great Grandfather's was French Canadian. Living DNA gave me 5% Genealany 
French, which is about right. 23andMe combines French and German, and the other 3 years ago 
companies don't give me any French estimates, so | can't compare this estimate with any 


others. 
Followers 


My Great-Great Grandmother Mary E. Owens is thought to have some Welsh ancestry. The 
surname Owens is associated with Wales. Living DNA gives me one result for South Wales 
and one for South Border Wales. The other companies haven't separated out Wales from 
other results. 
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Border 


| 1.3% 


@ South Wales 
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I'm skeptical of the 2% Pashtun result and the Mordovian? | don't know, but | haven't found 
anyone from those areas on my tree so far. None of the other companies have that estimate 
for me. 


Living DNA points to Northern Ireland as the source of my Irish. | do have some Northern 
Irish roots. My Irish Great-Grandmother was from Galway Ireland, however. Living DNA didn't 
show the Irish Republic as a sub-region. 


Living DNA was right in line with the other companies as far as my Native American estimate 
at 5%. They also estimated around 1.5% West African, which is right on tract with the other 
companies. 


Below | compare my Living DNA results with other companies. 


British Isles/ Ireland 


My maternal grandfather Charles Forgey was substantially Scots-lrish. He would represent a 
quarter of my ancestry. On my father's side | have just a trace of British Isles ancestry. One of 
my great-grandmother's was Irish from Galway, which would amount to the highest 
British/Irish on my father's side . | would say my British Isles/ Irish should be no more than 
half of my ancestry, considering one of my grandmother's was Nicaraguan, and another 
grandfather was Eastern European from Austria. The 68% Living DNA wouldn't be correct. 


Living DNA 


e Great Britain and 


ireland 


7) 68.2% 
Living DNA 
AncestryDNA 
© Great Britain 35% 
® lreland/Scotland/Wales 25% 


AncestryDNA 60% total for Irish Great Britain 


23andMe 


@ Broadly Northwestern European 11.4% 
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@ British & Irish 32.6% 
lreland 
23andMe 44% 
MyHeritage 
Irish, Scottish, and Weish 30.3% 
MyHeritage 


FamilyTreeDNA 


@ British Isles 64% 


FamilyTreeDNA 


Eastern Europe 


My grandfather Rudolph Kapple/Kappel was born in Austria. I've traced his family in Eastern 
Europe back around 300 years. The Living DNA estimate of 4.8% Eastern European would 
be too low. If they had also estimated some German ethnicity, in edition to that estimate, 
Living DNA's Eastern European would be more accurate. 


Living DNA 
2S Europe (East) 
|] 48% 
AncestryDNA 
@® Europe East 6% 


Europe East 

Primarily located in: Poland, Slovakia, Czech 
Republic, Austria, Russia, Hungary, Slovenia, 
Romania, Serbia, Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, 
Lithuania, Latvia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia 
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@ French & German 13.9% 
@ Eastern European 4.9% 
Slovakia 
MyHeritage 
@® East Europe 27.5% 


FamilyTreeDNA 


w~=SCO ue astCurope 9% 


© East Europe 5% 


DNA.Land 


Iberian/Southern European 


My grandmother Graciela Del Castillo was born in the Central American country of 
Nicaragua. Her ancestors had Spanish surnames such as Del Castillo, Garcia, Granizo, 
Alvarado, and Lacayo etc. Since | received around a quarter of my DNA from her | would 
have expected around 15% to 20% Iberian admixture, considering there is Native American 
and African admixture which would need to be taken into account too. 


Living DNA 


berian Peninsula 
@ tbe ian Peninsul — 
e 91% 


AncestryDNA 


®@ (berian Peninsula 5% 
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23andMe 


® Iberian 18.4% 


MyHeritage 


w 
wo 


® South Europe 


Familytree DNA 
No Iberian 


DNA.Land 


The Living DNA British Isles estimate is over estimated at 68%. It would definitely be under 
50%, maybe around 40%. | know for certain my Nicaraguan grandmother didn't have British 
Isles ancestry, nor my Austrian grandfather. That would eliminate around 50% from British 
Isles consideration. Most companies are overestimating British Isles ancestry and 
underestimating less common admixtures. 23andMe is the best with the 44% British Isles/ 
lrish estimate. 


All of the companies have difficulty detecting Iberian and Eastern European. Again 23andMe 
is best. Some of my Eastern European ancestors were German. Combining 23andMe's 
French and German estimates with Eastern European would represent my Austrian 
grandfather's heritage percentage wise. The Iberian estimate at 23andMe would be more in 
line with my Nicaraguan grandmother's heritage. 


Hopefully with more people testing from more places the Living DNA ethnicity results will 
become more accurate. 


I'm looking forward to getting matches with Living DNA once they begin introducing matching 
sometime this year. As | understand it they will have a chromosome browser, which will help 
me collect more segments for my segment map. 


You can upload your raw data from other companies to Living DNA for free and receive 
matches once this service is introduced. Living DNA's "One Family One World" project 
sounds like a great project to contribute your raw data to. 
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Thursday, May 3, 2018 


A Final Resolution to a 20 Year Old 
Brickwall/ Or Not? 


Church records for Styria, Austria are now online. | never expected to see these records 
online. | am now able to verify my Bierbauer/Wagner lines. 


My family migrated to American from the village of Inzenhof which is in Burgenland Austria. 
They lived on the border between Austria and Hungary. Their church is now in Hungary, but 
their village is now in Austria. | was able to trace all the branches of my Kappel/Koppel family 
back to the late 1700's using the Felsoronok, Hungary church records, except the Bierbauer 
and Wagner families. My ancestor Maria Bierbauer was born in 1850, and was said to have 
been born elsewhere according to her marriage record. Her parents were said to be Joseph 
Bierbauer and Juliana Wagner. 


With this information | set out to find where Maria Bierbauer was born? | thought the record 
said she was born in Heidenbergen. | wasn't sure what the writing underneath said? At first | 
thought that was the name of the church. Thinking this village was in Burgenland | checked 
the names of all the villages at the Burgenland Bunch genealogy website. | didn't find an 
exact match, but a Hackerburg sounded like a possibility. After looking at the church film for 
that village, and not finding any Bierbauer/Wagners | gave up. After gaining more experience 
reading difficult writing a couple years later | determined the writing underneath the village 
said Styria, a different province in Austria. Styria neighbors the province of Burgenland. The 
word next to it may say Austria? 


Now that | knew Heidenburgen was likely in Styria | looked at an Austrian Gazetteer, a place 
finding aid | learned about from my Irish research. The closest village name | could find was 
Heiderberg. | found this name in the footnotes on one of the pages. | found the parish for that 
area, but their records weren't online. | decided to write the Catholic archives in Graz, Styria, 
Austria. | decided to just ask for the marriage record for her parents Joseph Bierbauer and 
Maria Wagner. | received an email transcription of their marriage record. They were married 3 
Feb 1850 in llz, Styria, Austria. Their daughter was said to have been born about 1850 
according to her age on the marriage record. | didn't mention Heiderberg when | requested 
the marriage record, | just named the Parish as Ilz. | was excited to see what the transcription 
of the marriage record said. 


24-year-old Juliana Wagner, marital daughter of Josef Wagner, (Bergler u Webermeister z u 
Klim, parish Sinabelkirchen) and the Barbara geb. Schober (deceased), lives in Heiderberg, 


community Hochenegg 49. 


This seemed to be confirmation that | had the right place, and right couple, because Juliana 
was from Heiderberg. | wanted a copy of the actual record plus more documentation. | was 
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told that anymore research would cost 50 euros per hour. That was not affordable for me at 
that time. That was in 2003. A couple weeks ago | learned Sytrian Church record books were 
now online. | immediately began researching these books even though it was late at night, 
and | needed to get up early. 


Dr. Norbert Allmer's 2003 marriage transcript came in handy. | would never guess the name 
in the record | found was Bierbauer. The transcript was key to finding the record. | highlighted 
Josef Bierbauer's name below. The German script B looked like a C to me. The name also 
has the ending -in. This ending is typical of surnames in these records. 


Wagner and Heidenberg were difficult for me to read in the marriage record portion about 
Juliana. Actually everything in her entry was indecipherable, because of the unique German 
Script writing. | needed the transcript. 


| was now able to look for my ancestor Maria Bierbauer's birth record. Now knowing what 
Bierbauer written in script looked like it would be easier for me to find that record. | found a 
Maria Bierbauer born 1851 to a Joseph Bierbauer and Juliana, and what could be Wagner?, 
and what appeared to be Heiderberg?. | was excited until | saw the cross over her name. 
From my earlier research in Felsoronok records | knew this meant she had died. If she died 
much later in Inzenhof | would not expect a notation like this. Looking more closely it gave 
her date of death as 31 March 1862. She couldn't be my ancestor if this was correct. 
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| checked the death record book to see if she really did die in 1862; if she did maybe there 
are some coincidences and these aren't my ancestors? 


Yes, after finding Maria's death record it confirmed she did die in 1862, at age 12, on the date 
written on her birth record. Catching on somewhat to the German script now the village didn't 
look like Heiderberg. 


Going back to her birth record | noticed there is a note stating she was made legitimate by 
the marriage of her parents in June of 1851. My Joseph Bierbauer and Juliana Wagner 
married in February of 1850. | was not seeing any Maria's born to this couple after their 
marriage so | checked before their marriage. | hit the correct Maria this time because a note 
stated that she was made legitimate by her parents February 1850 marriage, and this Maria 
was indeed born in Heiderberg. Her mother's surname was indeed Wagner. 
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| wanted to make sure that there was another Joseph Bierbauer who married a Juliana in 
June 1851. | did find such a couple. Below is the marriage record for Joseph Bierbauer who 
coincidentally also married a Juliana, and had a daughter Maria, all around the same time as 
my ancestors married and had a daughter Maria. 


My unfamiliarity with these different handwriting styles initially tripped me up misreading 
Maria Bierbauer's marriage record and her birth entry. If the other Maria hadn't died | would 
have recorded the information for the wrong person. That was a bit of a scare thinking | might 
have to start my search for Maria's family elsewhere again. 


Being a beginner reading German Script | will need to proceed more slowly and carefully. 


I'm now tracing these families farther back. | found Joseph Wagner's birth record. According 
to his birth record his father, also named Joseph, was a Leinweber or Linen weaver. 
According to Juliana Wagner's marriage record her father Joseph was a Webermeister, or 
master weaver. So weaving was a family trade. 


This is what | had for Maria Bierbauer's family before using the Austrian church records. 
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| couldn't have added the additional surnames without the help of the Facebook group 
"German Genealogy Records Transcription."| can make out first names but many surnames 
are still Greek to me. 


I'm visiting Austria in a few weeks and | was planning on visiting the archives to do research. 
| was looking for the archives address when | found these records online. Now | realize | 
wouldn't have been able to read the records in the archives. The German script takes getting 
used to. Now | don't need to take time away from sightseeing. It will take me some time to 
continue to learn how to read German script so | can trace more lines back. | will be inching 
my way back. 


Monday, April 30, 2018 
Courthouse Research 
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| live in Southern California far from 
where my ancestors lived. From 
around the early 1800's most of my 
American ancestors lived in the 
Midwest and Kentucky. My families 
didn't settle in California until the 
1920's and 1940's. Their 20th Century 
departure from the Midwest mean all 
of the records | need in order to 
extend my family tree are far from 
where | live. Many are now online 
through FamilySearch, but many still 
haven't been scanned. 


My first trip to the Midwest was only last year with my visit to Chicago. My second visit to the 
Midwest was last week, which was a visit to my grandfather Charles Lynn Forgey's birthplace 
in Jackson County, Indiana. His ancestors first settled in Indiana around 1814 to about 1830. 


| have quite a bit of information on the Forgey family and collateral lines because many of his 
relatives lived in the area until recently, and we still have relatives in Indiana. | had wanted to 
see the area and visit family grave sites for years. | also have a very stubborn brickwall on 
my ancestor Sarah Campbell's, line she was born around 1812. | have not been able to link 
her to any family. | decided to go through court records to see if | could find any, heretofore, 
unidentified Campbells living in Jackson County. Last year | had found one Campbell, named 
James T., who could be a relative of hers, but haven't been able to prove a relationship. 


Sarah's husband Anderson Wray had been in court over a case of trespass and battery in the 
1830's. | thought if | could find the full case, instead of just the court order book reference, | 
might find a Campbell witness? Also | was interested in adding anything new about any of my 
families in Jackson County. 


When | got to the courthouse | noticed a new judicial center being built behind the 19th 
Century courthouse. | walked passed it on my way inside where | made a beeline to the 
County Clerk's office to ask if there were any old court records from the 1830's onward. The 
Clerk said yes they did have records from that time period. We went down into the basement 
where boxes were stacked everywhere. We had to wind our way around them. The clerk told 
me these were boxes of files being sent for scanning after which the documents inside would 
be shredded. | asked if the scanned documents would be online for the public to use? She 
said probably not. | asked if the old documents would be scanned, she said it would cost too 
much to scan those, and the old documents would probably be disposed of at some point 
because the cost of storing them would be too expensive. That scared me and made my job 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2022-10-13T14:29:00-07:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 11/29 


1/18/24, 11:22 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


of combing through the old records RS 


.— 


seem critical to accomplish asap. 


The scanning project is an outgrowth 
of the building project | passed. The 
county clerk's office is moving over 
there when the building is completed 
sometime later this year, and there 
isn't room for all of these documents. 


After walking through the box maze 
we found ourselves in front of these 
file drawers. At this point the clerk 
explains finding anything in the early 
court records is like finding a needle in 
a haystack, because the 30 or so 
metal file drawers, with the court 
records ranging from 1815 to about 
1875, aren't in any order whatsoever. 
Most drawers are only labeled old 
circuit court records or old criminal 
court records. Some have date 
ranges. All of this is deceiving 
because even those labeled boxes 
contain mixed civil and criminal cases, 


and mixed years. 


At this point the clerk said she would leave me to it. | then knew | would have to do my best 
to sort through around 30 drawers, document by document, to find anything. These old 
drawers were scattered among the numbered drawers, which were created after they 
adopted the system of numbering cases sometime in the 1870's. If the drawers were all in 
the same area the task would have been a little easier. 


After starting | realized | needed to keep track of the boxes | already searched. Seeing the 
chalk on the boxes | thought that was a great idea, and was sorry | didn't bring chalk. | didn't 
want to write with permanent ink on the labels, although it wouldn't have harmed anything. | 
decided to just use a torn piece of paper placed in the label frame. 


| was at first hesitant to remove the documents from the drawers while searching. | would 
just lift up a handful and go through them one by one. | then thought since they aren't in order 
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| could just pull enough out to create space to flip through these tightly packed drawers more 
quickly. 


Below you can see how tightly packed the drawers are. You can also see my snack bag 
which is another necessity when it comes to long hours at the courthouse. Lucky there is a 
restroom in the basement so | didn't have to waste much time for bathroom breaks. Lucky the 
restroom was close to wash my hands. | had been looking through documents for hours 
before | noticed my hands were black. | guess they turned black from the old ink? 


| kept the trash can by the table to swish the broken off pieces of old brittle paper into, as you 
can see above. 


Looking through the records | found some dating back to before Indiana was a state and 
marked Territory North of the Ohio River. | found a marriage bond from the 1820's, and cut 
out newspaper articles were attached to some documents like the one below. You will also 
notice the scratch on the table created by the sharp edge of the a metal drawer. The table 
was all scratched up. 


| found a number of documents bound together with either string or ribbon. Bundles of 
documents with ribbon generally dated back to the 1850's and 1860's. Not sure if they were 
red and faded to pink? Took me a minute to figure out how to unwrap these document. 
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The ribbon became a way for me to quickly date the enclosed documents if a date wasn't 
visible. Another way to identify documents quickly was the color of the paper. Blue paper was 
used in the 1850's and 1860's. 


Sadly | didn't find the rest of the Anderson Wray court case. Comparing the court order books 
cases from the 1830's to those in the file drawers many would seem to be missing. Either 
they were disposed of years ago or it's possible people walked off with some of them. With 
no one supervising the researchers so it would be easy to just walk out with them. 


| did find ancestors in the records which was rewarding for me. | had known about a court 
case involving the probable brother of my ancestor Andrew Forgey. | have not been able to 
prove this man James A. Forgey is his brother, but | think the fact they migrated to the same 
place from the same place, and their close ages would suggest that. | found several court 
records for James A. Forgey. These records confirm he did indeed live in the same township, 
Carr, as his likely brother Andrew Forgey. He would later migrate to a different county. 
According to one record | found he was a constable for Carr township. He was sued by Jesse 
Hubbard for slander in the 1830's. His witness list doesn't included Andrew Forgey ? The list 
does include another ancestor of mine Anderson Wray and his uncle William Harrison. These 
men were neighbors of Andrew Forgey putting them all in the same area and strengthening 
the case that these two Forgeys were brothers. 


| guess | was meant to find that case because when | opened the first drawer James A. 
Forgey's case file was sticking up. The case file didn't contain any additional information 
about the slander. It did contain the names of witnesses and receipts for payment of the 
witnesses. 
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Day 2 | arrived to find most of the maze of boxes gone. | also found a policeman in the 
basement, gun holster and all moving the remaining boxes. He was telling the clerk all this 
paper would make a great bonfire. No she said it had to be shredded. | was like holy mother 
of god | hope they don't move the old files for at least 3 more days. | then thought they are 
just taking these boxes to be scanned and I'm safe. 


On that day | found a case | didn't know about for my ancestor Richard Browning. | knew this 
was the correct Richard Browning when | saw the list of witnesses. As you see below the 
documents were folded and the case information written on the back of the outer document. 
The early case descriptions often just contained the names of the plaintiff and defendant. 
Criminal cases were recorded as the State of Indiana vs defendant. By about 1850 much 
more information appeared on this cover document. The cover by then was a printed 
standardized document. It often contained the names of witnesses as in the Richard 
Browning case below. 


The witnesses on the subpoena below are Richard's in-laws and neighbors in the tiny 
community of Salt Creek. Ira Cornett appear on the summons. Richard Browning was buried 
in Cornett Grove Cemetery. Witnesses names can be helpful when it come to identifying a 
persons friends and relations for further research. 
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Apparently Richard didn't pay young Mr. Thomas Hill, son and apprentice to his father 
William, for crafting clothing, such as pantaloons, vests, and shoes etc. in the years 1844 to 
1846. He waited until 1850 to sue for some reason? He was asking for the astronomical sum 
of $90, which might be the equivalent of $2,000 today. Clothing must of have extremely 
expensive in the 1840's? 
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Some witness testimony is included for this case. John Brewer stated under oath that the 
boy's work was worth $3.00 a month. Thomas Shelton's testimony stated that "the boy's work 
was worth $5 a month." Alfred Brewer stated he "awferred the Boy fore dollar a month to 
work for him." Richard's in-law William Winkler "swore that Browning wanted a receipt from 
Wm. Hill and Hill objected to it." Misses Winkler swore that "Wm Hill said that Thomas mite 
doe as he pleases with a suit that was pending before Squire Gobles for the same work." 
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List of clothing Thomas Hill made for Richard Browning 


It appears Thomas Hill worked for Richard from the age 14 to the age 16 according to the 
1850 Census. 
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When | visited the Cornett Grove Cemetery with my distant Forgey cousin, Nan, we noticed a 
tombstone with the name Hill on it. The beautiful design with the opening pearly gates caught 
our eye. | had forgotten already that Richard was sued by a Hill. The Hill monument near 
Richard's grave is likely for a members of the Thomas Hill family. 
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| found a few other cases for my families which | still need to go through. Apparently Richard 
Browning was sued again years later over the slaughter of a pig. | found several divorce 
cases, but none for my own family. There were a few murder cases. The notorious Reno 
family, this family gang was the first in history to rob a train, was well represented in the 
surviving court records. They were involved in robbery and gaming cases. 


| researched in the Courthouse for a few hours everyday for 4 days. | didn't get a chance to 
look through some of the other books and files in the basement. The estray books could 
contain some helpful information. The probate files may also have information not scanned 
by FamilySearch? There were notary books also, but | believe they are more recent? Sadly 
there is no inventory of all the old records in the basement. 


I'm hoping moving all of those old records will be too much trouble? If they have to dispose 
of them | hope they can first be scanned by maybe FamilySearch? And or go to the State 
Archives? The local genealogy and historical society doesn't have space for all of those 
records. I'm hoping they don't move these records this year, anyway, so | have another crack 
at them in the fall? 
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Tuesday, April 3, 2018 


New 23andMe Ethnicity Results 


Still waiting on the Living DNA results. However new ethnicity results came in from 23andMe 
to help tide me over until | get those results. 


The ethnicity results have come a long way since my first results in 2012. My first results 
looked like what you see in the pie chart below. Very basic. The Middle Eastern result has 
gone down to a small trace. 


Europe (Western European) Nate Amencan Middle East (North African) 
Wa 71.06% 20.38% MB iocen 20.62% SM 13.28% 20.25% 


The new 23andMe result is attempting to present much more specific results based on more 
populations. 23andMe has always presented my family with the best ethnicity estimates 
based on our knowledge of our heritage. 


The added ethnicities now showing up are accurate for my family. Here is my list of 
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ethnicities. | highlighted the new specific results. 


European 


Weetern Asian & Morth Africen OAX 


Ireland that would be accurate because my great-grandmother Helen Mullen was born in 
Ireland. The Slovakian is an ethnicity that | haven't been able to verify using traditional 
genealogy. DNA.Land also came up with a similar result. This result would have come from 
my Austro-Hungarian family. They lived on the Austrian Hungarian border. They were actually 
relocated from another unknown area in the 18th Century to the border area. This result may 
lead us to a place of origin at some point? I'm leaning on definitely believing the Kappels and 
Kurtas were Slavic. 


My grandmother Graciela Del Castillo was Nicaraguan so that ethnicity is also correct. 


My mother's results are also fascinating (see below). Her British Isles wasn't categorized as 
Irish, but instead they are calling it United Kingdom. Often someone like my mother with 
substantial Scottish heritage is grouped with Irish, or just called Irish. That is a pet peeve with 
me because the Scottish and Irish are culturally different. They both have wonderful, but 
different cultures. | know from a DNA standpoint these two groups may be nearly identical, or 
actually identical. If they can be separated | would like to see that, or just make it clear Scots 
and Irish are indistinguishable from a DNA standpoint. 


My mother was half Nicaraguan so that was spot on. 
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EDNA KAPPLE 100% 


@ British & Irish 34.2% 


@ therian 19.9% 


@ Eastern European 1.1% 


@ Ashkenazi Jewish 0.5% 
@ Broadly Southern European 10.9% 
® Broadly Nocthwesterm European 7.3% 


Broadly European 


© Native Amaricnn Ww9% 
© Southeast Aslan 0.2% 
© Broadly Fart Asian 0.1% 


@ Broadly Ewst Asion & Native American = 2.7% 


Sub-Seheran African 


@ West African 24% 


@ Srosdly Sub Ssharen African 02% 
en Se _—._] 


| would say the percentages are not completely accurate, because these are estimates. 
Otherwise the results are looking good. Can't wait to see what Living DNA come up with. 
They say they run the test 100 times to get the most accurate result. We'll see? 


Saturday, March 17, 2018 


Some Irish Land Revision/Cancelled Books 
Now Online 
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Revision books or cancelled books are bound ledgers 
which are updates to Griffith's Valuation. Griffith's 
Valuation created a uniform system for placing a value 
on property for taxation purposes. As ownership of 
property changed and values changed these books were 
updated. About every 10 years new ledgers were started. 
The old books became filled with changes of ownership 
and other notes creating a need to cancel the old ledgers 
and begin new ones. When ownership of land changed 
the previous owners name was crossed out, and the new 
owners name would be recorded above it in color coded 
ink representing the year of transfer. 


There are a couple of places you can look at revision or cancelled books online PRONI and 
Familysearch.org. 


To use the Proni revision books you need to know the location of your ancestors land 
because there doesn't appear to be a name index? 


The revision books at Familysearch.org are not yet indexed either. The Familysearch books 
aren't in color so you can't see the color coding of notations. Finding a book digitized for your 
particular area is hit or miss proposition at this time. My Mullen families revision books have 
been digitized, the books for my Huvane/Huanes in County Mayo haven't been digitized 
yet. 


To find these books at Familysearch.org go to the catalog. Enter the county in the search box 
leaving out the word county. Then enter the option to filter for only online records in the next 
box. 


FamilySearch Family Tree Search Memores Indexing 


catenng 


FamilySearch Catalog 


In the screen displayed next you can select revision books from either land records or the 
taxation link. 


The page you are now taken to lists the electoral division volumes and under those you'll find 
your townland listed. Looking at the image below you see the Mullen townland of Pollaturick 
listed in volume 30, so that is the right film. The camera to the far right means this divisions 
books are online. If there was a lock over the camera you would have to view this digitized 
film at an LDS Family History Center or Library. If there was a film instead of a camera 
displayed you would have to go to an LDS Library, which has this particular film in their 
collection. 
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The Mullens' townland, Pollaturick, is in the Milltown district books. The townlands are listed 
in alphabetical order in the ledgers. When a new ledger is started you'll noticed the change 
back to the beginning of the alpha order. The books for my area don't give the date for the 
start of the new ledgers. In order to get an idea of the time period the ledger covers you can 
look at the years of the transfers recorded under observations, in the far right column. 
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Under observations it was recorded that land changed hands in 1933 and 1935 


There are two digitized books with ledgers, which are out of order by the way, for the Milltown 
Electoral Division. One covers the period 1856 to 1897, the other covers 1896 to 1936. 


There was only one Mullen, Patrick, on the 1855 Griffith's Valuation for my ancestors 
townland Pollaturick. So | assumed that he was my ancestors father. My ancestor Patrick 
Mullen was born about 1837 in Pollaturick. The 1855 entry was unlikely to be him due to the 
fact he would have been too young to have such a large holding, as described in the 
Valuation. He didn't marry until 1880, so didn't set up a household until much later. 


The revision books helped me establish the fact a Patrick Mullen owned land in section 1 of 
Pollaturick townland from 1856 until the the books end in the 1930's. My ancestor Patrick 
Mullen born about 1837 died in 1930. There is a Patrick Mullen | believe to be his father who 
died in Pollaturick in 1886. The revision books confirm that my Patrick Mullen owned the 
same land in section 1 as the Patrick Mullen listed in 1855. This strengthens my case that his 
father was Patrick Mullen, and his mother was Ellen McQualter, since they were the only 
couple living in that area when my Patrick was born, plus his likely brother Michael stated 
that Patrick and Ellen were his parents. 


Here is a map showing the sections for Pollaturick townland. 
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Patrick Mullen owned all of section 1 in 1855. His sons later divided up this land 


| believe | misunderstood the meaning of a land transfer for Patrick and Michael Mullen in 
1910. | thought Patrick was transferring a portion of his land to his son Michael in that year. 
His son Michael was about 28 years old in that year and still farming the land in section 1 


with his father Pat. Now | believe the 1910 land transfer involved his brother Michael. The 


land purchase acts allowed lease holders to buy their land at a reduced price. They could 
also take out low interest loans to buy the property. | believe when their father Patrick died 
they never changed the name on the lease. | understand this because when my father died 
we didn't change the property title for over 5 years. Pat and Michael stayed on their father's 
land paying the taxes owed in his name. When they were able to buy the land they changed 
the ownership to reflect the fact my ancestor Patrick farmed plots A and B, and Michael 
farmed plots C and D of section 1. 


| know they bought the land because of the notations In Fee, and LAP stamp or land act 
purchase stamp. LAP means they received a low interest loan to buy the land. Pat's brother 
Michael never appeared in the revision books before buying his portion of his father's land, 
reinforcing the likelihood this transaction was between the brothers, not father and son. The 
change of ownership actually likely recognized the ownership of the two brothers removing 


their father as leaseholder. 
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UNION OF cua 


Early on my ancestors leased the land they farmed. My ancestor's original landlord was 
Courtney Clarke. Apparently he died in 1876 and his name is struck through with the new 
Clarke landlord now listed above his name. 
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It was very rewarding to see when my family finally bought the land they farmed for so long. 
This land was still in the Mullen family a few years ago. I'm not sure if it is still owned by 


descendants at this time? 


Within a couple of years all of the revision books should be searchable online. Keep checking 


back if your books aren't digitized yet. 


A homestead in Pollaturick 


Friday, March 16, 2018 


St.Pat's Irish Genealogy Progress Report/ 
Please Post Tree! 
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POLLATURICK 


Poll an TSiurRAic 


| have a plea to all those with Irish Ancestry please make a family tree, either using online 
tools or software, and post it online somewhere! With enough trees posted we might be able 
to figure out lines we might relate to. That is especially crucial if you've taken a DNA test. If 
you've DNA tested please attach a tree to your results. MyHeritage is now the premier place 
for DNA matching. If you've tested at Ancestry.com please transfer your raw data over to 
MyHeritage. You can then download a gedcom file from Ancestry and upload to MyHeritage 
so your family tree will be visible to matches. When you create a tree just do your best. If you 
only know your grandparents names it's ok if the tree ends there. Include every bit of 
information you have in the tree. Too many trees don't even contain a place or any dates. 
Places and dates are important. There is no way of making any connections without any 
information provided. 


I've posted some Irish genealogy links on my wall at Facebook. If you're American and don't 
know where in Ireland your family came from you can search the Ellis Island passenger lists, 
and other passenger lists at Ancestry.com, Familysearch.org, or the Ellis Island website. If 
your ancestor born in Ireland applied for a Social Security card their application might contain 
their place of birth. Death Certificates are also a good sources for a place of birth if the 
informants were close relatives. The townland or nearest larger town are critical keys to 
finding more about your ancestors through surviving records. 


I'm stressing the importance of collecting all available information because I'm at pretty much 
of a standstill with my research because so few people have information posted with their 
DNA results. | think we could make some progress on our Irish genealogy with DNA if more 
people would collect all the information they can about their families and post it with their 
results. 


Here is where | am with my research. | am where I've been for the past couple years. Helen 
Mullen born in 1880 was my Great-Grandmother. She came to America in 1898. 
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* Prepared 16 March 2018 by 


>: abt 1850 3 
p: Co Galway, Ireland 
5 m, 6 Mar 1880 v. 
| Helen MULLEN _ p: Milltown, Co Galway, Ireland ¢ 
>: 26 Dec 1880 @ 13 Aug 1930 2 & 
p: Pollaturiek, Co Galway, Ir o: Pollaturiel Co Galway, Ireland 20 Thomas HUVANE 
d: 21 May 1960 
p: El Monte, Los Angeles, Ca 15 Mary HUVANE 


a 
P 


14 Patrick MULLEN 


bi abt. 1855 
p. Co Mayo, Iretand 
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Ancestry has placed me in a Connacht DNA grouping based on DNA shared by others with 


ancestors from that province. 


< OMA HOMEPAGE 


< 1875-1900 


Connacht, treland 


Following Friends and Family 


Another series of crop failures, disease, and death 
n western Insand sent moe imemigracts to the 
United States. Almost 4076 who arrived in New York 
City were from Connacht's five counties, People 
fram Roscommon settled on Mission Hill in Bastin; 
those fram Galway headed to Newtan 
Massachusetts; and folks from Mayo made their 
way ta Ch stern Pesinsylvania, and 
Chicago. Those left behind in ireland often said that 
they couldn't have lived without the money being 


Sent back from family én America 


DNA Story for Annette Kapple v 


My Aunt Loretta didn't have many good DNA matches until recently with the introduction of 
DNA testing and transfers at MyHeritage. She now has some great matches with cousins of 
Irish descent. In a couple of cases we have narrowed down the area where these matches 
ancestors lived to the general area where our ancestors came from. If the match has traced 
the family back to a town in Ireland that information has been very useful in making at 


tentative connection. 


Below you can see much of chromosome 8 represents what my Aunt Loretta received from 
her grandmother Helen Mullen. If more people transferred their raw data from AncestryDNA 
to GEDmatch, Familytree DNA, and MyHeritage we might be able to start naming these 

segments, and finding more Irish segments. A combination of document research and DNA 


could extend all of our Irish lines. 
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I've never toured Ireland, but it is on my wish list for the future. | have been to the airport in 
Dublin. What | noticed flying into Ireland is the beautiful green landscape is as green as 
we've all heard. Here is a photo | took flying into Dublin airport. | enjoyed seeing the rabbits 
that live in the grass around the runway. 
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Gate 401 Seating Area 


When | saw the photo of JFK arriving in Ireland, in June 1963 my birth month and year, | 
thought about my grandmother Dorothy who was Helen Mullen's daughter. She was 
Republican. | wondered if she voted for JFK? The California voter registers at Ancestry.com 
answered that question. Since she declined to state a party preference in 1960 | assume she 
voted for Kennedy? 
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| may not be able to trace my family in Ireland any farther back than around 1800? It's still 
been a rewarding process. 


Below you can pretend you are taking a trip on Aer Lingus to Dublin. | recorded these 
announcements on my way to Dublin airport from France. If you can understand the pilots full 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2022-10-13T14:29:00-07:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 28/29 


1/18/24, 11:22 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 
announcement you are truly Irish. HAPPY ST. PATRICK'S DAY! 


Pilot Announcement Aer Lingus 


Safety Announcement Aer Lingus 


Newer Posts Home Older Posts 
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[oo More annettekapple@gmail.com Dashboard Sign Out 


AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Wednesday, March 14, 2018 


Using Tripit to Plan a Research Trip 


ie. 
Tripit. from Concur Network Point Tracker Tripit Pro Teams 


Upcoming Trips Past Trips Unfilled Items 


Upcoming Trips «-70F7 
Search This 


indianapolls, IN Blog 
; * . Apr 23 - 28, 2018 
Indianapolis, IN, April 2018 (6 days, in 40 days) 
Edit | Merge | Delete Search 


Munich, Germany 


i. ree My Blog List 


Edit | Merge | Delete 


Geneabloggers 
Blogiversary 
Spotlight: Empty 


| am planning two trips this year to ancestral areas. Normally | = Sranciesouihe 


used Facebook notes to keep my travel and research plans, and Family Tree 
all other pertinent information. | copy and paste my flight 2 days ago 
information, and hotel information along with all directions and RT oe eee 


hours for places I'm visiting. Avisnw Bakists 


Tennessee Blog 


| learned about an alternative called Tripit which allows you to The DAR, The 
make an itinerary, keep notes, and post pictures. You can allow a 
Tripit access to your email and it will use your confirmation emails 3 years ago 
to make an itinerary. If you're not comfortable giving them access 
to your email you can enter the information yourself. 

Followers 


I'm using the free version. The pay version is called Tripit Pro. 


This is how I'm using Tripit to plan my research trips 

First of all I'm adding my research trip locations as activities or tours. Then | add the address, 
| will add contact information later. Notes are wonderful for research purposes. I'm recording 
location information and questions to ask in my notes. 


Adding pictures of maps or public transportation routes, and schedules, will help me too. I've 
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added a copy of a document with enough information displayed in order to be able to identify Followers (113) Next 


a possible case file at the courthouse. Be 
4 ae 
I've included library hours in my Brownstown Library research trip. ae 
pW s Lean 
AY A 
° 4/24/2018 
/N Brownstown Library ie 
Confirmation #: 


Edit Location Name End S : M 
id Brownstown Public Library 120 E Spring St 1a 
jove no 


Brownstown, IN 47220 ee ae 4/24/2018 


Share Duration 

Delete J 4 
Attendee info » 
Travel Agency > EG 


Supplier Info » 
Booking Site » Follow 


Notes ¥ 


BROWNSTOWN PUBLIC LIBRARY HOURS 
Sunday Closed 

Monday 9a.m.-7 p.m. 

Tuesday 9a.m.-7 p.m. 

Wednesday 9am.-7p.m. 

Thursday 9 a.m. -7 p.m. 


Foe Me a Favorite Links 


#»Be2 


Burgenland Bunch 


a Learn Genetic 
Tue, Apr 24 Brownstown, IN: “) Partly Cloudy 66°F / 50°F Add Plans Genealogy 


4/24/2018 BI . 
og Archive 

Brownstown Courthouse 8 

Confirmation # Vv 2024 (1) 


Vv January (1) 


Location Name End + 
149 Indiana's Historic Pathways - North oe Examining 
Spur, Brownstown, IN, USA End Time on 4/24/2018 Middle 
Duration Names for 
Clues 
Attendee Info » 
Travel Agency » Pm 2023 (15) 
Supplier Info > Pm 2022 (21) 
> 2021 (17) 
Booking Site > 
me 2020 (18) 
mn 2019 (16 
> 
Look for surviving case file for Anderson Wray and Villorous 1834 court case. Look ane) 
into old court or other records such as a lists of inhabitants, between 1820 and 1840. 
Pm 2018 (22) 
Photos ¥ me 2017 (31) 
a= m a : Pm 2016 (24) 
ca my 
Pm 2015 (30) 
em 2014 (53) 
| added a nearby address to my Granny White Cemetery trip. There is no address for this > 2013 (59) 
small cemetery so | added a nearby address. | also added cross street information in the 
note. Pm 2012 (76) 
Pm 2011 (94) 
About Me 
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Bedford, IN: #”) Parlly Cloudy 67°F / 51°F Add Pians 


4/26/2018 
Tour Granny White Cemetery 
Confirmation # 


Edit 
Copy 
Move 
Share 
Delete 


Leesville Community Center End 


Adams St, Bedford, IN 47421, USA 
=nd Time on 4/26/2018 


o8eLl™ 


Attendee info » 
Travel Agency » 
Supplier Info » 
Booking Site » 


Notes ¥ 
Between Adams and Jefferson in Leesville, Lawrence 


Photos ¥ 


The site also provides weather forecasts for each day you will be at that location, as you see 
across the top of the image above. 


A fun feature is your travel stats. | added my previous trips and got the results below. I've 
traveled 200,000 miles in the past few years. 


Your Travel Stats 


2018 ~ Total 
Trips 0 24 
Days 0 68 
Distance Omi 211,933 mi 
Cities 0 28 
Countries 0 6 


The best way to access your saved information is through the browser site. The app may be 
better if you pay for the Tripit Pro version? This is what the itinerary look like in app. | haven't 
found my pictures in the app. | do see my notes and hotel and flight information. 
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a 
TUESDAY, APRIL 24, 2018 


--I-- Brownstown Courthouse 


cicstions Brownstown Library 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 2018 


=-ie- @ Freetown Cemetery, Cornett Grove Cemetery, Look at Forg... 


THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 2016 


--t-- i Tour Granny White Cemetery 
Leesyv { ty Cente 


ile ommunmity 


SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 2018 


I'm enjoying using this. | will probably make hard copies and image copies of all these pages 
with my itinerary just in case | can't get into the browser. Hopefully | can just access 
everything through the browser and continue to make notes when | arrive. I'll Keep thinking of 
questions to ask and adding information up until the time | leave. 


Monday, March 5, 2018 


RootsTech Living DNA and MyHeritage/36 
Recombinations? 


| watched RootsTech livestream. | bought a Living DNA kit after hearing their presentation. | 
was surprised the kit came only 2 days later. That was fast! I'm mailing the kit today March 4, 
2018. I'm hoping | swabbed correctly? It said swab twice, but there was only one swab 
included? I'll review their results here on my blog when | get the results. 


The MyHeritage DNA 101: From Test to Results presentation at Rootstech was very 
interesting. The presenter said there are 36 recombination events per paternal and maternal 
sides of the 22 chromosomes; when our parents pass down their parents DNA to us. So if the 
first segment on a chromosome was given to you by a parent, which they got from their 
father, for instance, then a recombination event occurs and we switch to a segment from you 
parent's mother on the same chromosome. Another recombination can occur switching back 


to your parent's father's DNA. 
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| decided to count the recombination events representing the grandparents segments my 
parents passed down to me. I'm just curious if my segment attributions are correct? 
Recombination occurs an average of 1.5 times per chromosome according to the MyHeritage 
presenter. | found 4 recombination events on chromosome 1 on my maternal side. | may 
need to reexamine my matches on chromosome 1 on my maternal side? | still have many 
missing segments so | don't know how many recombination events have occurred? I'm 
thinking since an average of 1.5 recombination events occur per chromosome many of the 
smaller segments will be extended to fill out the chromosomes completely. | marked my 
chromosome chart below with the GF and GM for grandmother and grandfather. It does look 
like most chromosomes will have 1 or 2 recombination events, it's hard to say for sure with so 
many missing segments though? Recombination occurs more often on certain chromosomes 
and certain positions. | do see some chromosomes which may not have any recombination. 
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When you submit raw data from a different testing company MyHeritage has to take the data 
and infer missing data, since different companies test different positions. It may be a little 
better to test with them directly to get the most accurate results; although I've gotten very 
accurate results from them even though | transferred my raw data from another company. 


MyHeritage also phases its results, like AncestryDNA. Phasing has a 1% error rate, resulting 
in breaks in long segments. They are able to stitch some of these together using an 


algorithm. 


The new DNA testing companies such as MyHeritage and Living DNA have learned lessons 
from the companies that entered the market first. They have improved the layout of the 
information presented for easier reviewing of matches. MyHeritage has updated their 
chromosome browser to allow you to compare segments with multiple matches, something 
23andMe first introduced. These companies have taken the best features of the early 
companies and added some even better features. They are also devising ways to make the 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2022-07-27T 14:30:00-07:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 5/15 


1/18/24, 11:21 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 
results even more accurate. Better matching methods, ethnicity results, and easier reviewing 


of match data are going to far surpass results presented by the older testing companies. The 
older companies such as, AncestryDNA, need to step up their game to compete. 


Thursday, March 1, 2018 


MyHeritage Leads to Progress/Matching 
Problem Found 


am] 


Segmicnt Map 
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Delete All Segments 


I've been collecting DNA segments since | first took the atDNA test in 2012. | first tested with 
Family Tree DNA which provided the segment data which allowed me to begin this process. | 
then uploaded that data to GEDmatch and was able to add a few more segments to my 
chromosome segment map. A few years later | tested with 23andMe. Initially all of these sites 
provided me with a number of additional segments. After the initial finds from a new database 
adding segments became very slow. The matches at FTDNA are often low quality and don't 
have any surnames or trees posted. Once every few months | have found a segment or two 
to add to my map at FTDNA. Same with GEDmatch. Most matches at GEDmatch have 

no tree posted. Sometimes you can find them with a tree at Ancestry. Often the 

GEDmatch Ancestry matches use a different username at the Ancestry site. 23andMe has 
helped me add a few segments to my map. The biggest problems at 23andMe are no trees, 
lack of response to messages, and little family knowledge of those testing. The tools are 
great at 23andMe, but without trees making connections is difficult. 


Thank god for MyHeritage which provides trees, a chromosome chart with shared segments, 
shared match information, and shared surnames all on one page for ease of reviewing 
matches. Instead of adding segments, or a couple of segments, every month or two I'm 
adding half a dozen every week. I'm not sure everyone would see the same results? | have a 
feeling that is because some of my ancestors immigrated to America more recently? 
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Although | have found some good matches with early colonial southern ancestors. I'm getting 
so much of a good thing I'm having trouble keeping up with all the new segment data. 


You can see my most recent chromosome map above. I've marked the segments with names 
using Paint. | used Genome Mate Pro to create the map. It's actually better to make separate 
maps for the maternal and paternal lines so you can use the extra line space to write the 
names. 
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Filter chart by paternal and maternal allows more space for names 


Matching Problem Found 

It seems my mother and | have continuous problems with one particular match on our 
Browning line we'll call CPE. This match is a 2nd cousin 1x removed for my mother. The first 
problem with this match was the fact she was eliminated as a match at Ancestry when they 
introduced the Timber filter. This cousin, according to FTDNA, shares one 36.69 cm segment 
and two others. The other two segments are 14.89, and 13.68. Can you imagine this great 
match was eliminated? She did reappeared later when Ancestry performed some sort of 
update that fixed some of the Timber problems. 


Adding segments | noticed someone, we'll call DPA, matches me on chromosome 15 with 

a 13.2 cm segment, and matches my mother beginning at the same start point with a 
longer 35 cm segment. Family Tree DNA considers our cousin DPA, with my 13.2 cm 
matching segment, to match both my mother and I. Our CPE cousin from Ancestry, overlaps 
my mother, DPA and | exactly on chromosome 15. That would mean | share around 13.2 
cm's with CPE. This conclusion is reached by comparing the red segment | share with DPA 
on chromosome 15, with the dark blue segment of CPE (see chart below). However, even 
though | share a 13.2 cm segment with our Browning cousin, CPE, | don't show up as a 
match at either FTDNA or Ancestry? Since this person isn't Nicaraguan at all the 13.2 cm 
segment | share with CPE can't come from my maternal grandmother Graciela Del Castillo. 
Instead it would have to come from my Northern European Grandfather Charles Forgey 
whose uncle William Jefferson Browning is this matches direct ancestor. As a matter of fact 
DPA and CPE are both descendants of William Jefferson Browning, which is why they share 
overlapping segments with us on chromosome 15. 
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So how come I'm not considered a match to CPE at either Family Tree DNA or Ancestry, and 
her cousin is? In the case of FTDNA it's likely that CPE didn't share enough total cm's. Above 
you can see some of the segments | share with DPA in red. Apparently | shared more total 
cms with DPA, who is considered a match. 


Ancestry has a different criteria for establishing 


matches. They cut down the size of segments 1 255 40 BSD 4182 
based on areas considered false positive = Ds PS SO 762 
5 25 Sip 120 779 


regions. The area on chromosome 15 where we 
share segments with our Browning cousins has 
a false positive region of around 2 cms. Every 
company has different starting and ending 
points and slightly different segment sizes 
(except Ancestry which can have large segment 


size differences). The false positive region 
could be why we've had so many problems with 


this match. You can see the many segments in 5__ 2s. as ~~ = 
i 25600 SSB 104! 

the false positive regions which Ancestry likely -< ers: 6 ee 801 on 

considered a pileup region (chart right). 1 258 337 70) 82 = 

5 bo 312 10.0 gi8 . 

aha at 2 aa ane Ld 


Since all of these segments, my 

mother, Browning cousins and mine, overlap 

and we all share the common ancestors Nathan Browning and Obedience McPike, and these 
two matches share an even closer Browning ancestor, | believe my shared segment with 
CPE should be considered a match. It's possible for a false positive region to be part of an 
identical by descent segment. 


Cutting out matches who share DNA in a false positive regions eliminates thousands of false 
matches, however, it also eliminates a few good matches. That's why Gedmatch is important. 
It doesn't eliminate all of these false positive region matches and allows you to see all 
matching segments. 


We all need to keep in mind that possible cousins may not appear as matches for a variety of 


reasons, and may still share matching segments. Comparing at a variety of sites can uncover 
matching segments, and cousins, not surfacing elsewhere. 


Friday, February 9, 2018 
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Teutophobia/ Chunks of DNA Admixture 
Missing? 


Pd ee 
“~ 


My father and |. Actually | was starting to some down with the flu when this pic was taken 


I'll be travelling back to the Kappel/Koppel homeland in Austria in May. It does bring mixed 
feelings. Being told over and over again that our surname is Jewish led me to near panic 
attack whenever watching any movies or documentaries about the Holocaust. | think 

| mentioned in a previous blog post that a Holocaust survivor said she looked just like me 
when she was a child. That brought home to me that | could have ended up in a 
concentration camp like her. | am also part German. | had avoided attending any German 
festivals for years, | couldn't celebrate that culture which was associated with genocide. | 
went to Oktoberfest a few years back and began to accept that | am part German, and not all 
Germans were involved in the genocide. 


| made peace with celebrating Oktoberfest but really hadn't planned to ever visit Germany. I'll 
be taking a tour of Austria during a portion of my 2 week stay there. This tour actually starts 
in Munich, Germany. It's a Trafalgar tour called "The Sound of Music" tour. I'm a little 
apprehensive about this tour because we will be visiting Dachau. I've decided to take that 
optional tour to see the remains of the Concentration Camp. It will be very difficult but | think 
it's important to pay my respects there. A man from Gussing, living not far from my family in 
Inzenhof, died at Dachau. | also have memories of watching the hostage drama at the 
Munich Olympics on TV. | probably never would have gone to Germany if not for the fact the 
tour begins there. | don't know why | blame Germany more than the other Eastern European 
countries which also participated in the anti Semitism which ultimately led to the genocide? 
Hitler was actually born in Austria. I'm sure once | get there | will appreciate the beauty of the 
area and see first hand everything is alright there now. 


| have to say the current climate in this country reminds me of what happened in Germany 
and Eastern Europe. I'm referring to the dehumanizing of people of a different religion and 
people who look different, or have a different lifestyle. This doesn't always lead immediately 
to genocide, it may never lead to that. What appeared to happen in Hitler's Empire is the 
financial collapse after WWI led to the scapegoating of Jews and others who did not fit into 
the Aryan stereotype. There was always discrimination against Jews and people who didn't 
fit into what was thought to be the norm. Tribalism is normal. Economic dislocation leads to 
anger at groups who don't fit the norm yet seem to be thriving while you are struggling to get 
by. Whenever things went bad in Eastern Europe they went after minorities. That seems to 
be the way of the world with the same sort of behavior here. Ingraining tolerance in children 
can inoculate society against ruthless behavior when resources become scarce. Most 
Americans are very kind hearted people. | believe we can overcome the forces that would 
like to destroy our fellowship with one another, and turn us against one another. 
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Chunks of Missing Admixture 


The twist to this story after being told the Kapple's were ethnically Jewish my entire life the 


AK'S Genealogy Research 


DNA tests are not supporting that? The autosomal tests never give me any Ashkenazi 


admixture. Although two of my cousins tested and they do show some Ashkenazi? My Aunt 
on my father's side doesn't have any Ashkenazi at Family Tree DNA, but does have some at 


MyHeritage? It's completely beyond belief that the Kappel/Koppel's have no Ashkenazi 


admixture. The Y test could point to some Jewish roots because my cousin Darryl Kapple 


tested as J-M172? 


| can see major problems with the admixture based the 
fact my grandfather Rudolph Kappel's Eastern 
European heritage is often missing from our 

results. My Aunt should be half Eastern European. 
Looking at the Family Tree DNA results | would say the 
6% Eastern European represents my Aunt's 

father. Southeast European 30% likely also represents 
her father? That's 36%. We're missing 14% of her 
inheritance from her father. 


MyHeritage would seem to be more accurate. Many say 
MyHeritage isn't accurate for them. It could be just by 
chance they accidentally came close to getting my 


Aunt's admixture right? 


I'm giving MyHeritage the benefit of the doubt. About 
27% of the admixture predicted by them would more 
than likely go to her father. 74% North and West European would be too much to give to my 


European 100% 
British isies 40% 
East Europe 6% 
Fintand 0% 
Scandinavia 24% 
Southeast Europe 30% 
Iberia o% 


West and Central Europe 0% 
Jewish Otaspora 
Ashkenazi O% 


Sephardic 0% 


Family Tree DNA 


Grandmother Mason. The further breakdown which includes only continental Europe 


would included part of Austria and Germany most of which | would give my Grandpa Kappel, 
which | could add up to 50%. My Aunt's grandmother was Irish, so the 25% Irish would be 


correct. 


€) MyHeritage DNA 


Europe 


7 outh Curope 


Loretta Kapple 


100.0% 
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Ethnicity 


Regions: Ireland, Europe West, Great 
Britain 


Trace Regions: Italy/Greece, Europe 
East, European Jewish, Iberian 
Peninsula 


AncestryDNA 


| still actually believe the Kappels have some Jewish ethnicity. It is however possible they 
were also of Romanian origin or Sephardic Jews? The admixtures tests aren't accurate 
enough to say? We need many more people from more places testing to get more accurate 
results. 


| took another look at DNA.Land's ethnicity predictions. They may be the most accurate for 
the Kappel/Kapple family giving my Aunt and | some Northern Slavic admixture. They also 
predict some South/Central European. 


West Eurasian 100% 


South/Central European 5.8% 


DNA.Land 


Looking at the pictures | have of the Kappel's they look a little Germanic, but you can tell they 
are mixed ethnically. 
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My Great Aunt Bertha Kappel to the right, Daisy in the center? If anyone can ID Daisy | would appreciate it. And 
Bertha's husband Joseph Salamon. 


Rudolph Kappel/Kapple, Daisy and my Grandmother Dorothy Mason-Kapple 
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- 
Grandfather Rudolph Kappel with my Aunt June 


My father and Aunts with their Maternal Aunt Mary Mason-Green. She, along with my grandmother, was half Irish 
with a Mix of French Canadian and Early American Scots-Irish and English. We've got the Mason/Mullens pretty 
much nailed as to ethnicity 


More on the Trip 

The funny thing about my trip to the ancestral village in Inzenhof is how complicated getting 
there is going to be. I'll have to take several trains get there, plus rent a car. There are no 
hotels in Inzenhof so | need to stay in Gussing. My Great-Grandmother traveled back to the 
ancestral village from the US about 4 times. She was pregnant with my grandfather when the 
family went back in 1909. She often traveled back without her husband, but with some of her 
children. She would probably call me a wimp for complaining about the difficulty getting there 
today. She was only 5 ft. tall, like me, and had the stamina to travel with 6 young children 
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including my infant Grandfather. On the 1910 return trip they would have had to take several 
trains from the Hungarian border to Antwerp, Belgium where they would board a ship to New 
York. From New York they would have had to take another train to Chicago. 
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Keppel/Kappel family returning to America in 1910 


| wish | could have met my Grandfather Kapple, and great-grandparents. If | asked them 
what their ethnic mix was | doubt if they knew. From what I've heard they also believed they 
were ethnically Jewish. The reason they didn't know their ethnic origins is they lived in 
Burgenland, Austria. The Turks wiped out the population of this border area. Settlers were 
brought in to repopulate the area a little over 200 years ago. No one knows where all of the 
settlers came from? They could have been brought in from anywhere in the Austro- 
Hungarian Empire. 


| feel like 20 years after beginning my research into the Kappel family their ethnic origins are 
just as obscure as when | started. It really doesn't matter as much to me anymore anyway. 
I'm more interested in them as individuals rather than their ethnicity. I'm still curious about 
their ethnicity for the sake of it. I'm more curious about whether DNA can ever uncover our 
true ethnic mix at some point? | don't think they've nailed it yet, however I'm going with 
either Northern Slavic and/or Southeastern European until proven otherwise. We've 
managed all this time to get along without knowing what sort of mixed breed we are, so | 
think we'll continue to do so. 


Monday, January 22, 2018 


Filling In Chromosome Chart With 
MyHeritage and 23andMe. 


I'm filling in my Chromosome chart little by little. Thankfully I'm now seeing some 2nd cousin 
matching segments. Not at GEDmatch or Familytree DNA, but instead at 23andMe and 


MyHeritage. 


Since my mother tested | am able to separate my matches according to which parent | may 
have received a segment, or segments, from. 


When | have segment data for matches | at least try to mark them according to which 
Grandparent they likely came from.That is easy when it comes to separating my Maternal 
line. Nicaraguan segments from my Grandmother Del Castillo are easy to separate from my 
Grandfather Forgey's Northern European segments. A high percentage of Native American 
and some African admixture signals a Nicaraguan match. 


Separating my father's parents lines is more difficult since they both have European heritage. 
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My Grandfather Kapple's family was from Burgenland, Austria. If someone has a tree with 
Burgenland ancestors | mark these segments as Kapple/Kurta, or more specifically if they 
have the same ancestors listed. My Mason grandmother had Irish, French Canadian, and 
some Early American Heritage. If | can find specific names associated with her family | mark 
her matches, or specific places like Pollaturick, Ireland. 


This week | was able to see some 2nd cousin matches segments for the first time. One of 
these matches is a Kapple 2nd cousin. I'm certain these large segments are identical my 
descent. | know they come from ancestors in Burgenland, Austria. | also have a Mason 2nd 
cousin match. I'm not sure where geographically these segments trace too? They are helpful 
though in narrowing down which great-grandparents these segments may have came from 


My expanding segment map helps me sort matches. If someone matches on my maternal or 
paternal side and matches in the same place | can infer they must descend from the 
ancestors that passed the segment down to me. Having 2nd cousin segments increases my 
confidence in my mapped regions. I'm hoping to fill in this map even more now that 
MyHeritage is offering segment data. 
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| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 
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MyHeritage Adds Chromosome Browser 


©) MyHeritage Home Family tree Discoveries DNA Research 
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I'm thrilled with MyHeritage's Chromosome Browser! The segment data they are now offering Blogiversary 
: : , ore : Spotlight: Empty 
is helping me extend my segment maps. It's confirming which ancestors the segments are esac chGana lik 
coming from by increasing the number of matches sharing the same segments and Family Tree 
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| believe you can still upload your raw data from other companies for free? Or you can buy 
their kit. | would highly recommend either uploading your raw data or buying their kit. My 
Mother, Aunt, and | now have more than 1,000 matches, so their are enough people testing 
with them to make it worthwhile. They've also improved their matching algorithms. 
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The tools and filters provided by MyHeritage are outstanding. Below you can see the menus Followers (113) Next 
which allow filtering by matches who share your surnames, or has a family tree attached. You _ 


can sort by shared segments, largest segment, full name, and most recent matches. 


shared surnames / Clear Sort by: Shared DNA ~ Pay) ‘Search ¥ I 
All fields af. S| 
eee epee ieeee Has family tree 
@S Edie Lowe appears in a family tree with 289 M K Af 
C : Has shared surnames 
( Contact ) Ancestral surnames common to Loretta Ka 


include MARTIN Has Smart Matches™ 


Shared DNA 


Shared segments 
Oupernes ° Largest segment he more you'll discover. 
rolow 


Full name 


Most recent 


Sort by: Shared DNA - All- 
Favorite Links 
Burgenland Bunch 
Right now you can only download the segments of your matches one match at a time using Learn Genetic 
the advanced tool attached to the chromosome browser. They will eventually provide the Genealogy 
ability to download all matches on to one spreadsheet. 
Blog Archive 
Since I'm not patient | used cascading windows and copy paste to create one spreadsheet 
V 2024 (1) 


with the segments for a couple hundred top matches. 
Vv January (1) 


nas Examining 
Middle 
Names for 
Clues 


2023 (15) 
2022 (21) 
2021 (17) 
2020 (18) 


| then edited the spreadsheet to match a FamilytreeDNA spreadsheet so | could upload it to 
Geno Mate Pro. | had to delete the RSID columns. | also had to change our names so they 
matched our own first and last names exactly at FamilytreeDNA. | added the letter M to the 
matches names so | know these matches came from MyHeritage. 


2019 (16) 
2018 (22) 
2017 (31) 
2016 (24) 
2015 (30) 
2014 (53) 
2013 (59) 
2012 (76) 


vvvvevvvyvyvyp¥VYYVYYv Y 


2011 (94) 


About Me 
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MyHeritage provides some information the other companies don't such as suggesting approximately a ceils 
where geographically you and your match may have shared ancestors. ; 

oer ad : : View my complete 
profile 


©) MyHeritage Home Family tree Discoveries DNA Research 
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sig. = ae : Feedjit 


© Ashkenazi Jewish 0% 43% Central American 


Middle East 65% 0% vi 


My chromosome charts are expanding based on the new segment data provided by 
MyHeritage. 


Below you can see how one of my Chromosome maps has grown in one year. The top is this 
year the bottom is last. 


Segment Map 
all (ooneru Tine: 
Group List 


Segment Map 


AllGenerations ~ 


Delete All Segments 


I've been able to mark my first segments from my Grandfather Rudolph Kapple. He was born 
in what is now Burgenland, Austria. Since so few people from there, or living there, have 
tested we have few matches from Burgenland. My aunt now has a fairly close cousin sharing 
189 cM's at MyHeritage. The segment on chromosome 11 is my only good Burgenland match 
so far. | also have a couple very small segment matches with Burgenland matches. 
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Overall MyHeritage DNA provides outstanding tools for working with your DNA matches. 


Way to go MyHeritage DNA! You Rock! 
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Tuesday, January 9, 2018 


Can You Determine Where Someone Is From 
Based On Surname? 


— > 

i e ; Search This 

| Blog 

| 

The surname Melvin is recorded as Molvill in 1690's Maryland. In Scotland Melvin was a variant of Melville My Blog List 
I've been trying to establish where my American ancestors migrated to the colonies from? she i ai 
Most of those coming to America from the British Isles during the colonial era left no trace of cee 
their exact origins. They could have come from England, Wales, or Ireland? Those coming Branches on the 
from Germanic areas are a bit easier to nail down since they were not British citizens and Family Tree 
2 days ago 


had to account for their origins in court, and sometimes came with a travel pass from the 

area they migrated from. Surnames can be a clue to origins, but as | explain below they can ov ee 
be misleading. Arlene Eakle's 
Tennessee Blog 


Some people wanting to know their origins in the old country have purchased surname The DAR, The 
histories. Some of these turn out to be accurate when backed up with research on your a 
family. In many cases they do not reflect the actual place your ancestors came from. Doing 3 years ago 
research using documents is the best way to confirm a families origins. 

Using sites with surname information can be a good start when you know nothing about the Followers 


possible origins of a surname. Here are a few sites and books with such information: 


e The House of Names presents mainly the most common origins of a surname. 
You need to have the old world spelling of your surname otherwise the 
information may be wrong for your family. The immigration information they 
present tends to be accurate, but doesn't provide information about everyone with 
that surname who came to America or Canada. 


¢ Surname Database has the most accurate origins as far as my own names go. 
They give more possibilities regarding origin. 
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« Ancestry.com provides some information about where surnames could be found Followers (113) Next 
in the more recent past. If your ancestors migrated to America after the mid 19th Be 
Century this information would be useful. The 1891 Census was used for the = 
British Isles statistics. In some cases the places where the name was common 2 
does reflect earlier places of origin for the surname. There was so much migration 2 
within the British Isles, however, in most cases it's impossible to narrow down aR 6. xu 
where your ancestors may have come from. | 

e Geneanet provides a map with a slider at the bottom. The slider allows you to see 
where a surname can be found over time. You can adjust the slider to 
approximately when your ancestor came to America. EE re 

e Patronymica Britannica (1860) is a book of British names. 

e Varieties and synonymes of surnames and christian names in Ireland My very 


favorite Irish surname book. 


e German-American Names By George Fenwick Jones P| Ey ea 


e The Scottish Surnames of Colonial AmericaBy David Dobson 
¢ Dictionary of American Family Names 


Some challenges in determining the origin of surnames , . 
Favorite Links 

If you would like to know where in the British Isles your ancestors hailed from you would 

need more than just a surname. Your ancestor with an English surname may have come BUeniane BURG 

from England, Scotland, or Ireland. Your Scottish or Irish ancestors with English surnames Learn Genetic 

may have English roots, or came by that name in another way such as anglicizing their Genealogy 


Gaelic surname. 


. . . . a . Blog Archive 
The plantation of Ireland with Scottish and English colonists in the early 1600's resulted their 
surnames now appearing in Ireland. The Union of Scotland and England also resulted in Vv 2024 (1) 
more English migration to Scotland. Vv January (1) 
Examining 
| believe the number of Scots and Scots-Irish who settled in America is underestimated. Middle 
Surnames have been used to determine the percentage of Scots-lrish in America. Surnames hide for 
can be deceiving and the Scots and Scots-lrish could have anglicized surnames. 
bts ; ro ' ; m 2023 (15 
Many people who immigrated to the US decided to anglicize their names. Some Ashkenazi ce 
Jews translated their names from German to English. The German name Sommer could Pm 2022 (21) 
have been translated to Summer. This name can also be an English surname. > 2021 (17) 
Your ancestors with Germanic names could be from anywhere in the former Austro- pe ated (18) 
Hungarian Empire. Especially if they came to America after the mid 19th century. m 2019 (16) 
Pm 2018 (22) 
0 re 100 Russian Emp! 1, 
ay <eayalaia? a > 2017 (31) 
YS Ae 
Sy ae ~ > 2016 (24) 
4 German Empife 
> 7am Pm 2015 (30) 
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Showing where people with German surnames may have come from oa cea 


View my complete 


The British also had an Empire which colonists may have migrated from. Some British pratlle 
ancestors may have migrated to America from Jamaica. They may have some African 
heritage due to that. Feedjit 


Changes in spelling can throw the search for origins off too. The spelling of my surname was 
changed by my grandmother from Kappel, to Kapple. In the old country it was spelled 
Koppel. My paternal Grandmother's surname Mason sounds like the family has British Isles 
origins. The name was originally Masson, and French in origin. 


You really need to research your ancestry if you want to know where your ancestors migrated 
from. A person with the name Brower could be English or German. My Brower ancestors 
settled in German areas of Pennsylvania, hinting that they were ethnic Germans. The first 
names they used were also Germanic such as Ludwig. Another tip off to German ancestry 
would be that they were Lutherans or belonged to another religion common in Germanic 
Europe. 


| had Colonial American ancestors named Callahan. Even though this family had Irish roots 
they also had Scots-lrish. or English roots. also as hinted by their Protestant religion and 
early migration. 


I've found places of origin in the old country appearing in county histories. More recent 
immigrants often appear on passenger lists, and applied for Naturalization. Those documents 
often provide specific places of origin. In the case of Colonial ancestors it's often impossible 
to determine an exact place or origin. 


Although if you have a very rare surname you may be able to more easily find the place of 
origin. The surname Huane is a very uncommon Irish surname. It's mostly found in a small 
area of Co. Mayo. We know it originated in the Irishtown area of Mayo. Searching the name 
will bring up information for the family in Mayo, but it also can bring up Chinese surname 
results. 


Y DNA tests can also narrow down the place of origin for a surname. Our Forgey surname 
was thought to be possibly French or Scottish? DNA testing is pointing to it being a Scottish 


variant of Ferguson. Most of our Y matches are either Fergusons, or have Scottish roots. 


You can never make assumptions based on a surname alone. Beginning with a surname 
search is a good start, but only provides hints to origins. 


Saturday, January 6, 2018 


New Year's Resolutions for Genealogy 2018 
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2017 was another great year in Genealogy. I'm hoping for at least a few more solutions to 
brickwall lines in 2018. With many people receiving DNA test kits for the holidays there 
should be some interesting matches surfacing soon. Ancestry sold 1.5 million kits over Black 
Friday weekend. 


The solution to many of my remaining brickwalls is likely to come from the FamilySearch 
microfilms now being digitized. I'm going to unsubcribe from Ancestry soon. | might subscribe 
to their trees only. All of the most useful information is now coming from FamilySearch, for my 
particular areas that is. 


1. Something I'm still aching to have is a picture, or pictures, of my Great-Grandparents 
Frank Kappel and Mary Kurta. 


2. We need a Y DNA study to confirm our relationship to the Maryland Browning families. 

My late mother and one of her 1rst cousins had an interest in learning more about their 
Grandmother Isis Browning's family. There is quite a bit of information on this family, a study 
done in Indiana and several books about the family. In spite of all the research that has been 
done there are still gaps in our documented evidence which requires DNA to get around. 
Right now there is a small Y DNA Browning project for the US Brownings, and a larger one 
for UK Brownings. 


369347 John Browning, b. 1255 United KingdomR-M269 


324365 John Browning, 1273-1369 England R-M269 
261056 Unknown OriginR-lMi269 
N71242 John Browning, b.c. 1255, Bedminster, England England R-DF41 
198328 Unknown ee 
241414 William Slemin, b 1825 and d.1875 Ireland R-M269 
USA Brownings from Maryland 
186829 England R-M269 
204128 Eli B. Browning b. 1772. Maryland England R-M269 


3. I'm visiting Indiana this Spring and hoping to find documents that will breakdown my 
brickwall on the Campbell line and maybe find a Browning to take the Y DNA test? 


4. Find out approximately when early families arrived in America, namely the Brownings, 
Wrays, Morrises, and Thurmans. A goal of my genealogy research has also been 
establishing when the ancestors first arrived in America. | have good evidence stating when 
the German ancestors arrived in America. The British Isles ancestors are much harder to nail 
down. | only have contemporary tax lists and other documents with dates which can be used 
to establish when a family was in America. There were families with my surnames in America 
in the 1600's, but | have not been able to establish whether we are related? 


5. Prove English ancestry. I've always hoped to find some English ancestry. | do have 
Scottish ancestry, but have no proven English ancestry. It does look like Browning is English. 
The Y DNA test could confirm that? 

| had thought the Melvins and Reddons on my father's side might have been English, but 
many have posted that evidence points to Scottish origins. I'm not sure about Hicks? Since 
the Hicks family originally settled on the frontier in North Carolina they could also have 
Scottish origins? 
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6. A Del Castillo Y DNA study would be great also. 


7. | need to get up to speed on the BigY this year. | haven't analyzed those results enough. 
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I've whittled down my brickwall list over the years. If | could get a few more solved that would 
be wonderfull! 


Saturday, December 30, 2017 


Maryland Sources 


Here are some of the sources I've used the most for Maryland lately. I'm not currently 
subscribing to the US version of Ancestry right now. I'm currently using the Canadian version. 
Ancestry does have a number of books relating to Maryland genealogy. You can search for 
names without subscribing. If you live near Los Angeles the Central Library has many 
Maryland genealogy books.Some of Amazon's Maryland genealogy books can be searched 
for names before you buy. 

The microfilms being digitized for Maryland are really outstanding sources of information. 
Some of the digitized microfilms are only available to search at a Family History Center or 
Library. Others are viewable anywhere. Most of the probate records aren't locked, and can be 
viewed anywhere. 

The Maryland Archives website is outstanding too. Unfortunately not everything is thoroughly 


indexed. The volumes of information would take years to read through. If you live in Maryland 
there are better indexes in person. 


Maryland Genealogy links 


FamilySearch digitized Microfilms 

FamilySearch digitized Probate Records by County 

Archives of Maryland Online 

Maryland County formation Ani Map 

Maryland records, colonial, revolutionary, county and church : from original sources Vol. | 
Maryland records, colonial, revolutionary, county and church : from original sources Vol II 
The New Early Settlers of Maryland by Dr. Carson Gibb 

Maryland Marriage Evidences, 1634-1718 

1783 Tax Assessment 

Maryland land Records 

To search early land records at this site, sign up for free account. Click on the county of 


interest from the drop down menu, then click plat.net link. Use the advanced search to 
search by name in the description field. Or you can click links below to browse the records. 
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Search Cecil County Land Survey, Subdivision, and Condominium Plats 


9 


| Searcs ch | | Clear. | 
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Maryland Indexes Maryland Marriage References by Robert Barnes 
Abstracts of the Testamentary Proceedings of the Prerogative Court of Maryland 1682-1696 


Abstracts of the Testamentary Proceedings of the Prerogative Court of Maryland 1686-1689, 
1692-1693 


Abstracts of the Testamentary Proceedings of the Prerogative Court of Maryland 1693-1697 


Abstracts of the Testamentary Proceedings of the Prerogative S 1703-1704, 1708-1709 
Early Families of Southern Maryland: Volume 7 


1783 tax list of Maryland, vol. 1 

Maryland marriage records by Annie Walker Burns 

Colonial Families of Maryland: Bound and Determined to Succeed 
Maryland Books at Archive.org 


Chronicles of colonial Maryland, with illustrations 
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AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 


direction. | also research Irish records. 
Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Friday, December 29, 2017 


My Genealogy Year in Review 2017 


From old favorite genealogy related TV shows to DNA, and the ever expanding amount of 
information available on the internet 2017 has been a great year in genealogy. | have to say 
the bulk of new information I'm getting is from the digitizing of he Family History Library 
microfilms. I've exhausted most of what Ancestry has to offer, but | am continuing to find 
documents submitted by users attached to trees. The user submitted documents and photos 
are the real draw for me at Ancestry. 


(I Oo (ic his aintient! lari aa Renna Sn | 
John Browning's Claim to His Father’s Headrights 
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Finding Your Roots, the UK and American versions of Who Do You Think You Are, and 
Relative Race all had new episodes airing this year. | watched them all. | caught the UK 
WDYTYA series on YouTube, always trying to stay ahead of the copyright removals. 


The Forgey DNA project now has two men in the BigY this year. at Family Tree DNA. We 
now have our own unique SNP I-BY 19896. only belonging to Forgeys so far. | was 
disappointed by the STR results from YFull. Not really finding that information useful. The 
SNP's are useful. I'll write more about that in the new year. 


MRCA branch TMRCA Ci 85% ybp Most distant ancestor Country of origin 
300 (750 125) Andrew Forgey b. 1732. Ireland and d. 1809. Tennessee, USA 
800 (1100...:5090) William Angus D Ferguson b. 29 Aug 1877 Thurso Caithness ©4 Scotland 
800 (1100.11: 500) — FERGUSON b. ~1800 of Drumbrawn. parish of Annagh, County BB iretand 
avan 
800 (1100..:500) John FERGUSON b. 1812 4 Scotland 
800 (1100 500) James FERGUSSON married Margaret MCILWRICK 17 Mar 1718 Dailly, 4 Scotland 
Ayrshire 
800 (1100 500) 
100 90) Adam FERGUSON, b. ~1650-1655 Scotland or Ireland, d. 1714 Craven ~, 
$00 (1100.1: 500 County, NC, USA b4 Scotland 
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I'm very excited that some Brower men have Y tested their DNA and are now in the 
Brewer/Brower project at Family Tree DNA. 


156740 Brewer 


612233 Browr 


67624 Brower 
67877 Brower 
524302 Brewer 
197800 Brewer 
$2980 Brower 
554763 Brower 


A new feature was added to AncestryDNA called Genetic Communities. An explanation from 
AncestryDNA: "Now you can discover specific groups of people you're related to through 


ArthurBrewer8 1765PinCo NCe ArchibaldBrewer8 -1795 United States 


Hubert Brower 


Unknown Ongin R269 


Leander Brower 61808 RandophCoNC d HendersonCoTN Unknown Ongink-4269 


Jacob Brower, b. 1812 Randolph Co. NC. d 1881 MO 
Henry Brewer, d. 1799 

Henry Brewer/Henrich Brauer of Bedford, PA ¢. 1799 
Leander Brower b NC, d BET 1854-60 Henderson Co TN 
Johannes John Brower, b. 1715 and 0. 1777 


Germany R-M269 
United States R-M269 
Unknown OnginR-M2689 


Unknown OriginR-CTS3555 


Germany R269 


J-CTS6804 


your DNA, the places they called home, and the migration paths they followed to get there. 
With more than 300 Genetic Communities, now in beta, you could discover a more specific 


and fuller picture of your ethnic, geographic, and cultural origins. All from your DNA." | found 
it somewhat interesting. It would be more interesting if it could be expanded to represent 


more of our ancestry. A record number of DNA kits were sold during the holidays. Hopefully 
that will provide enough data to expand the limited communities. 
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| learned more about the uses of Airtable for genealogy during a Second Life genealogy 
presentation. 


Airtable 


| visited Tennessee again this year. | collected more family documents during my trip that 
haven't been digitized or indexed yet. 
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One of my best finds of the year was getting a copy of the actual marriage book entry for a 
great-great Aunt Josie Owens. | had a transcribed copy which was produced when | wrote for 
a copy. | wanted an original copy but the clerk refused to send a copy of the original stating 
the book was too fragile. Now | have a copy of the original entry thanks to Familysearch. This 
entry proves that W.F. Owens and Nancy Hicks are our ancestors, plus confirming the Owens 
family in the Effingham, Illinois Census is one and the same. 


Another of my best finds of the year was a marriage license for my Great-Grandparents 
Frank Kappel and Mary Kurta. | got the copy from Familysearch's digitized indexed marriage 
microfilms. | tried calling Catholic Churches in the area where they lived when they married, 
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but was never successful in getting a copy. From the license | learned that my great- 
grandmother worked in a silk weaving mill. 


Marriage license of my great-grandparents Frank Kappel and Mary Kurta 


| was able to collect up even more vital records certificates on online. | confirmed my great- 
grandmother remarried after my great-grandfather died. She married a Joe Trinkle. 
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| discovered possible relatives of my Sarah Campbell were from East Tennessee. Sarah's 
children knew she was from Tennessee, but not specifically East Tennessee. 
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| also found the marriage license for my Grandparents Rudolph Kapple and Dorothy Mason 
online at Familysearch. 
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| learned some new details about the life of my Great-Uncle Frank Mason from an online 
marriage record at Familysearch. | also had a couple his descendants match me at 
AncestryDNA this year. 


Land records at Familysearch produced some important breakthroughs this year. The et al 
deed below named all of the children of Christian Brower and Eve, providing me with 
documentation for my ancestors Jacob Urmy and Susanna Brower. 
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| found someone | didn't even know about, namely the father of my ancestor William McPike, 
in land records. This ancestor doesn't appear on any other records. He only appears on one 


land grant and a survey. | also found surveys for other ancestors in Virginia and Tennessee 
also. 
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Land record microfilms at Familysearch also gave me the first lead on breaking down a 
Campbell line brickwall. The first new lead in years. There was a James T. Campbell living 
near the Wray family my Sarah Campbell married into. He also sold property to the Wray 
family. I'm still trying to prove a relationship between Sarah Campbell and John Trigg 
Campbell. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2022-01-25T21:29:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 7/33 


1/18/24, 11:18 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


| was able to pinpoint where my ancestor William McPike's land was located from North 
Carolina land grant info online. 


Land Geant Informatior 


| was able to document the fact my Jacob Urmy's first wife was Elizabeth Brower through 
newly digitized microfilms at Familysearch. 
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More court records and jury lists online at Familysearch allowed me to establish who was 
where and when. 
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| used tax lists again this year to establish where ancestors lived, and their approximate 


ages. More tax lists are now online due to the digitization of Family History Library 
microfilms. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2022-01-25T21:29:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 


8/33 


1/18/24, 11:18 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


| got a discounted price on a copy of Hubert Brower's travel pass. He emigrated from 
Germany to America in 1724 with his family. 


| discovered an 1823 Court Case for Nathan Browning. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2022-01-25T21:29:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 9/33 


1/18/24, 11:18 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


- at Care 
Farm 
OPER PPK cE, PA 
Ste jp ex Ce poh. toh, Ccricte BK / tf Cok 
Pine PE ete , 


Hirt Cher rect KE Came Soren 
vv Z Giplesiane Bviglisogy Soak Vide Perce | 
\ Pilea K 
" Ye, Com Ti Ca Cort 3s0ly | 


oe ae "Kae err GB mae Ohavay by 
“CIM Lanp SH HO POG Ce he expen 
Mam tence’ Fra PLC Le WE Coe ene ers ; 


—_— — 
Me Ae CR mms & Cae Co reve) ote, ize, 

Pile hho a neve) Glaejy oe Lanerance Cn~ eee | 
ome ar exe ee 


Ainits, aticesig He SSO 


_— 


- FE 5 eon unr sarees y tangy BE AED rs q 
pecs Deo Loree agers alten ae Seem 

— fF ei ~ 
Bae Bt ee Tha can, 


6. tee Pine Crick. Oe 
< nel 
at pre eo dcrte PE ae bas hate GAVE < 


htt HE Ley Killen fo E28 
x ee Dy Bheok, 


“ 


| also found Nathan Browning in Court in 1824. He was guilty of fraud, but seems to have 
cleaned up his act and remained out of court for many years after that, until his death. 


Fx Slt. feIhotine — 
e+oPRaw TB rewteare ak. Biork, 


era bitin oe lf Loss f Pr roe A Fx 
J feta f ihe Wists. ofthe inns Se, Gate 
Cetiny Ale of Piney GERE STE sven the Lave 
“ eee nee - See ae pee . ~ » 
WAL ence linca fa Litcak pie Mag 
by fe Oana Toy ane Pha LFA mg be Grae 
ee B ur®, IK. - 
teen Whisea sap me cc Phentn ee 


Moy PB Yoke 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2022-01-25T21:29:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 10/33 


1/18/24, 11:18AM 


AK'S Genealogy Research 


Finally got a copy of Nathan and Obedience McPike's probate records, Also from 


Familysearch. 
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Old obituaries are also showing up at Familysearch. | found this Browning obit which 
provided the year of the family migrated from Tennessee to Indiana. 
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AK'S Genealogy Research 
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| found the burial information for my Great-Grandparents posted online. 
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Church records and bible records proved helpful to me this year too. More are coming online 
all the time. Many of these can be found at Familysearch also. 


Baptism record for Herman Kappel in Chicago Catholic Church 
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McPike Bible record 


Quebec notarial records filled some gaps in my French Canadian ancestry. These records 
haven't been digitized by Familysearch yet. Luckily | was able to order these records on 


microfilm before the Family History library stopped loaning microfilms. 
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| rediscovered who my ancestor that hired a substitute to fight in the War of 1812 was. | was 
thinking it was William McPike. It was actually Nathan Browning. 
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| found out more tidbits about my ancestor Nicasio Del Castillo of Nicaragua. | found the info 
in books available online. Many books are now available online and have been a great 
source of information this year. You can take search inside many Amazon books before 
buying. Or you can read books at Archive.org and Google books available for free. 
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testacién, que era al Gobierno a quien incumbla esta clase de 
tratados, 

En Masaya instalé au Gebinete el Presidente Estrada con 
log Ministroas Doctor Barberena y don N. del Castillo, quienes 
se hablan escapado de Granada, acampande alli también el ejér- 
cito con su Goneral en Jefe. 


By supreme order | certify, in solemn form, and in a manner which 
deserves credit, that the communications from San Juan del Norte to 
this city have permanently been obstructed from the month of June 
last, inclusive, to the 1th of thin month, in consequence of the inter- 
mediate points haviag been occupied by revolutionary forces 


And in virtue of the preceding memorial | have caused this certifi- 
cate to be drawn up and signed with my own hand in Granada, the 
27th of December, 1854. 

The Minister of Foreign A ffsira 


NICACIO DEL CASTILLO 


| think | covered most of the highlights of the genealogy year. It's been such a full year | might 
have forgotten a few things? 


Wishing everyone success in their research in 2018! 


Friday, December 22, 2017 


Maryland Browning Research 


Now that so many more original documents are online I'm taking the opportunity to collect 
more information on all my lines. I'm attempting to confirm some of the trees I've found online 
using these documents. 


This week I'm working on confirming the Browning line. Back when FamilySearch went online 
in May of 1999 the only family | was able to find was the Browning family. According to this 
patron contributed database information my Browning line went back to Francis Browning 
and Rachel Marriott who settled in Maryland in the late 1600's. 


| have not found any evidence that Francis Browning and Rachel Marriott were the parents of 
my ancestor Edward Browning. | have been able to prove my line back to Edward Browning 
and wife Elizabeth who first appears in Montgomery County, Maryland in 1758. Someone 
stated they found this Edward in the same area in 1736, but | have not found anything 
confirming that. 


Here is what can be pieced together using early Maryland surviving documents. What we 
know about the first Browning family to settle in Maryland comes from John Browning. He 
needed to establish a legal claim to his deceased father's property. In 1679 he swore to the 
fact that he was Thomas Browning's son, and that Thomas Browning transported 9 people to 
Maryland and received headright land for that in 1664. Thomas Browning's wife was said to 
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be Hester and she does appear as one transported by him in 1665. Also transported was his 
son John. 


John Browning of Cecil County, Thomas's son, transported Eliza, George, Thomas, and 
Hester Browning. John did have a wife named Elizabeth? This Eliza could be John's wife. 
The other Brownings named could be John's children? 


a Jodu 
73 Film Ne SR T3400 
or ro etal Corenty, en 1666 tareported Eliza Seouning, Groepe Browse, Thosess Browsurs, Jno Baoweng, Jno Geonge Thomes Suniuces, Willies Maken Stephen Bios, Willie Dalen, Hewes 
Browomg, Jane Heanees 
Original: WO4 306-07 
MSA SC 43541 


Browning, Thomas 
AA:316-17 Film No:SR 8260 


Transported himself, Hester, his wife, John, his son, & Richard James, his servant, by 1665; dead by 1679 
Transcript: 6-18 [SR 7348]; 9:490 [SR 7351]; 21-105 [SR 7362]; WC2:73 [SR 7340] 

Original: EE-489 [SR $203]; WC3-:182 [SR 7550] 

MSA SC 4341-4769 


Some think that Thomas and Hester originally settled in Lancaster County, Virginia in the 
1650's? There were a number of Browning in Virginia in the early to mid 17th century. A John 


Browning was a Jamestown settler. It's thought Thomas might descend from him or be 
related in some way? 
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Francis Browning is the man my line is said to descend from. There are two Francis Brownings 
listed in "The New Early Settlers of Maryland" by Dr. Carson Gibb. The one in St. Mary's county 
was an indentured servant. I'm not sure our Francis was the same person listed as being 
transported in 1670? Some evidence seems to suggest he isn't. The indentured servant may not 
be a Browning as his name is sometimes spelled Brown or Browne. He was described as a boy 


in 1678. lf our Francis Browning was born in the 1670's it is unlikely the indentured servant was 
his father. 
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There appears to be a different Francis who is said to have be born in America to Thomas 
Browning and Hester or their son John? According to the author Richey Tracks of the book 
"Browning family revision, includes related lines: of Hickman-Lewis-Lloyd-Moore", "Francis was 
born about 1672, probably in Cecil County, ... Court Minutes of Cecil County, Maryland, dated 
November 9, 1698, record a suit by Edward Skidmore against Francis Browning for the 
settlement of a small debt." Is this really a different Francis Browning? The Thomas Browning 
and wife Hester's family is fairly well off. They had connections to trade in Jamaica and 
Barbados.The Francis that settled in Virginia was fairly well off too. One of the Brownings in 
Maryland mentioned some land he owned in Virginia. John Browning who died in 1741 in Kent 
County, Maryland said he owned land in Virginia, plus mentioned the name of someone living in 
Orange County, Virginia. It is possible that we are descended from the indentured servant, or the 
Thomas Browning and Hester family? The only way to confirm if there is a relationship with this 
couple is through a Browning Y DNA study. 


Browning, Francis 

WC4:194-5 Film No:SR 8264 

Of St. Mary's County. service by 1682 
MSA SC 4341-7993 


Browning, Francis 
JJ:214 Film No 
Transported by 1670 
Transcript: 12:584 
MSA SC 4341- 


Some believe Francis Browning returned to England with his mother Hester and siblings. 
They believe this is the family listed on the 1696 Census for Gloucesterhire England. 
Someone looked into that and found a Francis Browning who remained in that area years 
after Francis of Virginia was already in America. Doesn't sound promising. Although some 
DNA testing may be proving the Gloucestershire roots? 
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What we know for certain is the Kent County and Cecil County, Maryland Brownings are 
descended from Thomas Browning and wife Hester. 


The Cecil County, Maryland Brownings 
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What we also know for certain is Browning's Plantation in Baltimore County, Maryland, now 
Cecil County, was purchased from Abraham Morgan who patented it in 1664, and it was sold 
in 1672 by John Browning and wife Elizabeth . The land was purchased by Thomas Browning 
referred to as John's father in this deed. 
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In 1679 John claimed his father Thomas Browning's headright. Apparently that Thomas was 
dead by 1679. Here is a portion of the letter granting John his father's land: 
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There is a Thomas Browning married to a wife named Anne who appears in late 17th century 
Cecil County records. | had thought Hester died and John's father Thomas remarried? It 
seems more likely that he is another son of Thomas and Hester, or a grandson of theirs 
through their son John? Thomas had a daughter named Ester. The names Ester and Hester 
were interchangeable, which suggests this Thomas is descended from Thomas and Hester. 


I'm confused by a court record which names Anne Browning as a relict, widow, in February 
1695. This record describes Anne as the Administrix of Darby Nolan. In June of 1694 she is 
referred to and signs a bond along with her husband Thomas regarding the same Darby 
Nolan estate. In 1696 there is still a Thomas is Cecil County, so | don't believe she was 
widowed by Thomas yet. She must have been Darby Nolan's widow. This Thomas has a 
daughter named Ester. 
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The only thing I'm confident about is the Cecil and Kent County Brownings are related. We 
know Hester and Thomas are parents of the John who died in 1690 in Cecil County. We 
know there was a younger Thomas who died in 1721, in Cecil County, and is related, and is 
likely a descendant or another son of Thomas and Hester. George Browning is transported 
by John Browning of Cecil County and is definitely related, and could be his son. We don't 
know if Francis is related? The only way to prove it is through a Y DNA test. 


In 1702 George and Mary Browning sell land in Cecil County, Maryland. 
In 1702 Thomas buys land in Cecil County from Matthias Smith. 


In 1702 John and Thomas sell land in Cecil County together. It appears they weren't married as 
no wives are mentioned They sold the land to James Watkins. (interesting that much later a 
Jeremiah Watkin's was involved in a suit over Edward Browning's will). 


In 1708 Thomas Browning of Cecil County, Maryland and Ann Browning buy and sell land. 
Interesting a parcel they sold is situated on Captain John's Creek. | wonder if this is Capt. John 
Browning? This Thomas Browning dies in 1721 leaving estate to sons Thomas and William. A 
daughter Ester (Hester), and possibly a daughter Elizabeth. 
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The Cecil County, Maryland Brownings were later listed in Kent County, Maryland records. It 
looks like the family migrated to neighboring Kent County. 


Brownings In Kent County, Maryland 


George Browning left a will dated 1732 in Kent. Leaving his estate to his siblings, Elizabeth and 
Mary, 
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Another George Browning died in 1735. He said his father was also named George Browning. 
He names no wife or children. 


A Thomas Browning dies in Kent in 1739. He leaves his estate to his sons William, John, his 
wife Joan, and a Martha Browning. 


John Browning of Kent County died in Kent County, Maryland 1741. He mentions Orange 
County, Virginia in his will. He leaves his estate to eldest son Writson, and sons John, Thomas, 
George, Nicholas, and daughter Rosamond . He mentions a brother George. Wife was Rachel. 
He owns land in Virginia called Brownings Choice. 


es ecen, SR ee Ca LG COUN GR CO BLE Y CCCI © 


Lowi nt hme ath F kopswsitt he fas? fen mnaat? ae 
te hbcathy haf tar a hiitaon frixd tate Gl 
Ookhty foarte pleviaté £9 


/ 3 ant 
est | 


Writson Browning died in 1769. Sons Joshua, John Writson , Joshua, George, and 

Thomas. Daughters Elizabeth and Cornelia. They owned some very expensive furnishings. He 
willed a tea set, and silver spoons to a daughter. He also willed some expensive furniture such 
as beds and a dressing table. 


Sary died in Kent County, Maryland in 1775. She sounds like Writson Browning's wife. She has 
a son named John Writson Browning. Also son's George, Thomas. Daughters Cornealey and 
Elizabeth. 


Thomas Browning and Mary Ward of Kent County, Maryland married 27 April 1708. Their family 
is listed in the St. Paul's Church records of Kent County, Maryland. 
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St. Paul's Church record 


The Montgomery and Frederick County, Maryland Brownings 


Moving on to the Edward Browning and Elizabeth family. Edward's children are listed in his 
1760's will. 


I'm confident with my Browning lineage back to Edward Browning who died in 1788. He may 
have been born around 1700. There is an Edward Browning who appears in Maryland records 
beginning in 1706. Could this be Edward's father? It's possible that Thomas Browning and 
Hester's son John was Edward's father? It's possible the indentured servant Francis, or another 
Edward Browning was his father? 
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My confidence in the fact Montgomery County , Maryland family is Roger's family stems from the 
fact Benjamin Browning, confirmed son of Edward, left his estate to his his eldest son Roger. He 
followed the English tradition of primogeniture. The fact Roger Browning lived in Tennessee and 
doesn't state he is from Maryland in any surviving documents may cause us to question this 
connection? The naming patterns in the Roger Browning family are similar to those of the 
Edward Browning family. Edward had sons named Benjamin and Nathan, and so did Roger. 
Also one of Roger's grandchildren, Jesse, knew there was a connection to Maryland even 
though he were born in Tennessee. Several of Nathan Browning's children, Roger's 
grandchildren, stated their father Nathan was born in Virginia, according to the 1880 and 1900 
Censuses. My mother has a solid AncestryDNA match to a confirmed Edward Browning 
descendant, who descends from Eli Browning. 


Autosomal DNA testing suggests that our Brownings may be related to the Francis Browning 
family of Culpepper County, Virginia. My mother has some DNA matches with their Browning 
descendants. A Caleb Browning descendant is one of her matches. Also a segment from 
someone claiming to descend from Francis Browning and Rachel Marriott overlaps a confirmed 
Browning match, who descends through a Catherine Browning. 


In 1706 an Edward Browning is listed as living in Baltimore's Spes Utiz Hundred. 


An Edward Browning was referred to in the 1708 estate papers of John Hunt of Philadelphia. 
The executor was Richard Bennett of Queen Anne's County, Maryland (some of Edward's 
children were married in Philadelphia). 


Also in 1708 according to the book "Abstracts of the Testamentary Proceedings of the 
Prerogative", by Skinner, Edward Browning was executor of James Mackneale, "per 
Mr. Vanderheyen." This was in Kent County, Maryland. 


I'm not sure who this early Edward Browning was? 


About 1725 is the year Edward's son Jonathan Browning was likely born according the "History 
of western Maryland : being a history of Frederick, Montgomery, Carroll, Washington, Allegany, and 
Garrett counties from the earliest period to the present day" printed in 1892. 


We first find Edward and sons listed in the land patents records for Frederick County, Maryland. 
Edward is the first to patent land in 1758 with his sons following suit. 


Edward Browning sold land called Friendship Running and Bounding in Frederick County, 
Maryland in August of 1769 to his son Jeremiah. He gave a tract called Friendship Beginning to 
his son Benjamin. Edward stated he gave the land to Jeremiah in consideration of "natural love 
and affection." Parents generally transferred land to children with the consideration being love 
and affection. 


Edward Browning Jr. bought a parcel of land called Snowden's Manor, from Richard Snowden in 
1760 in Frederick county, Maryland. The land was said to be near James Duncaster's land. 
Edward paid with English sterling. Not sure if that is a hint this family came from England more 
recently? The fact the Junior Edward purchased land in 1760 would suggest he was over 20 
years old. This would mean he was likely born before 1740. Giving us a hint of Edward Sr.'s age. 
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In 1755 brothers Benjamin and Jonathan Browning along with Jeremiah Prather were charged 
with "breach of the peace ignoramous." They forced their way into the plantation of John Davis 
and assaulted his son Charles Davis according to "This was the Life: Excerpts from the 
Judgment Records of Frederick County , Maryland 1748-1765." 


In 1768 Edward Browning and Samuel Waters are summoned to court in Frederick County "to 
show cause why they do not account for crops on Plantation." This is regards the estate of 
Edward Browning's father-in-law Eller Burton, through his second marriage to Drusilla Burton. 


In 1784 in Montgomery County, Maryland Edward Browning Sr.'s son Benjamin (my ancestor) 
sells Friendship to Ashor Laton. Friendship was in Frederick County when Benjamin's father 
gave the land to him in 1769. Montgomery County wasn't formed until 1776. A problem | spotted 
with the 1784 deed was Ann was named as Benjamin's wife not Mary (as in Mary Abbott). 


In 1783 in Montgomery County, Maryland Edward Browning Jr. sold a 23 year old slave named 
Doll to Jonathon Nixon for 8000 pounds of Tobacco. 


In 1779 Edward and Jeremiah Browning. sold another portion of the parcel Friendship. They 
sold it to Samuel Phillips of Montgomery County, Maryland. Jeremiah's wife is named as 


Cassandria. 


The 1778 Tax list for Linganore Hundred Montgomery County. Maryland below. 
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1778 Tax List Montgomery County, Maryland 


Tax list 1783 Montgomery County, Maryland 

Archibald Browning. MO Linganore and Sugar Loaf Hundred 

Basil Browning. MO Linganore and Sugar Loaf Hundred 

Edward Browning. No Name, 30 acres. MO Linganore and Sugar Loaf Hundred 

Edward Browning, Sr. MO Linganore and Sugar Loaf Hundred 

Edward Browning, Sr. Fancy, 10 acres. MO Linganore and Sugar Loaf Hundred 

Edward Browning, Sr. Red Oak Slip, 140 acres. MO Linganore and Sugar Loaf Hundred 
Jonathan Browning. Long Looked For, pt, 44 acres. MO Linganore and Sugar Loaf Hundred 
Jonathan Browning. Maple Branch, 300 acres. MO Linganore and Sugar Loaf Hundred 
Jonathan Browning, Jr. MO Linganore and Sugar Loaf Hundred 

Jonathan Browning, Sr. MO Linganore and Sugar Loaf Hundred 


Virlinda Browning. MO Linganore and Sugar Loaf Hundred 
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Virlinda Browning. Timber Neck, pt, 100 acres. MO Linganore and Sugar Loaf Hundred 


Virlinda Browning. What You Please, 50 acres. MO Linganore and Sugar Loaf Hundred 
Volinda Browning. Hope Improved, pt, 24 acres. MO Linganore and Sugar Loaf Hundred 

6 September 1804 is the date of the death of Jonathon Browning son of Edward. 

Edward Browning died in 1788. 

On 10 June 1788 Elizabeth Sampson of Montgomery County, Maryland appeared in court 
regarding the destruction of Edward Browning's will. If there are any surviving documents they 
could help us name many of Edwards descendants. 

In closing | have to reiterate we have no documentation regarding the parents of Edward 
Browning born about 1700 of Frederick and Montgomery Counties, or Francis Browning of 


Culpepper County, Virginia. We do have some atDNA matches suggesting Edward and Francis 
might be related. 


Saturday, December 9, 2017 


Tax Lists and Provenance 
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Tax lists are a favorite source of mine. I've found ancestors on the lists who appear nowhere 
else. If an ancestor never owned property, or was a woman, they may only be found on tax 
lists. Widows are found on tax lists. From my experience Kentucky has the most surviving 
Tax Lists. I'm mainly familiar with tax lists in the Midwest and South, I'm not sure about tax 
lists in North East States? 


Tax lists tell you when males came of age, because that is when they first appear on tax lists. 
Sometimes they appear on tax lists at 18, and sometimes 21, depending on local laws. They 
also tell you when males died, or aged off lists, or left an area. Sometimes they state 
relationships. | did find one case where an ancestor was described as the son of someone. 


You can now find many of these lists online at sites such as Ancestry and FamilySearch. The 
digitization of the Family History Library microfilms is adding to the online Tax lists. 


| got back into Tax List research when | learned my immigrant ancestor, who was granted a 
travel pass in Germany, never appeared in American records. | had assumed he had been 
found in Colonial American records, but only was made aware of the fact he didn't appear 
from a blog post | found about the Brower DNA project. This ancestor's name was Hubert 
Brower. He traveled to America with his wife and children. He definitely isn't in deed records 
or court records. | decided to look for him on Tax lists which tended to cover a larger 
percentage of the population. Although landless males did appear on tax lists they were 
sometimes living as paupers so were exempt from taxation, which might be a problem as 
Hubert Brower and family probably arrived in America with very little. 


The ancestor, Hubert Brower, | was looking for most likely would have settled in 
Pennsylvania where his children lived, and descendants continue to live, from the 18th 
Century to present. The family lived in Vincent and Coventry Townships, Chester County, 
Pennsylvania, for many generations. Hubert's travel pass was dated May 1726. There are 
surviving tax lists covering that time period. 


Finding the original tax lists copies required sorting through several digitized films covering 
that time period. The digital film titled "Tax Transcripts 1715-1900" contains the original tax 


lists. These lists are sorted by township. 


Tax transcripts, 1715-1900 


Author: Chester County (Pennsylvania). Board of County Commissioners 


There is an index for lists from 1715-1799 here http://www.chesco.org/1729/18th-Century- 
Tax-Records 
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The other tax list microfilms for Chester County are just later indexes, basically. 


BROWER, Chricflae Greer 


A later index to Tax lists actually misses some Brower phonetic spellings 


Another typed copy which lists individuals in alphabetical order 


The original tax lists are much more helpful because they list people by township, making it 
easier to find relatives and neighbors living near an ancestor. 


I'm finding that the names, especially German names, were often phonetically spelled and 
varied with different tax collectors and different years. The indexes weren't helpful in several 
cases because the names were badly misspelled. 
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Here we find Christian Brower's name spelled correctly, listed with his stepfather John Road, 
in Vincent Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania. 


His stepfather's name can be found in the records spelled Road, Rode, Rod, and Roth. 


Christian's name is badly misspelled on the 1739 list below. | couldn't find this 1739 entry in 
the indexes for Christian because of the misspelling. 


At this point his mother Ann was a widow and appears as Ann Rood on the same 
1739 Vincent Township list. 


Unfortunately these tax lists aren't complete for every year, and some years are missing 
altogether. Only a couple lists survive for the year 1726. Hubert Brower never appears on 
any tax lists. There are a few complete tax lists for years around 1726, and he doesn't show 
up on any of them. We do know that Hubert's wife Anna remarried in the 1730's. I'm not sure 
when the 1726 taxes were recorded and paid? The family left Germany around May 1726. 
Even if Hubert made it to Pennsylvania in 1726 he may not have been there in time to be 
recorded on a tax list. It looks like he died on the voyage to America or soon after arriving. 


While | didn't find Hubert Brower on any of these lists | did learn more about his son, and my 
own ancestor Christian Brower. Later tax lists, which are available at Ancestry.com also, give 
additional facts about Christian, including the number of acres of land he owned, his 
livestock, and the fact the family had one servant. 
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Without any record of him having lived in America | wondered what the proof was that Hubert 
Brower, wife Anna and children were the ancestors of the Browers of Chester County, 
Pennsylvania? According to witnesses the travel pass, letters, and other documents were 
found in a trunk in Henry Brower's attic. The Brower line is based on the provenance of these 
documents. There are no documents stating Hubert Brower or Anna were the parents of 
Christian, Henry. and John. 


This is my first line proven based on provenance of documents found in an attic. I'll have to 
look up a citation for that. 


Early Tax lists for Chester County, PA, from 1715 to 1900, are available online at 
FamilySearch when using computers at the FHC's (find one near you) or a Family History 
Library. Many Chester County, PA records are available for research at home through 
FamilySearch, unfortunately the tax lists are not searchable from anywhere. 


Pennsylvania Tax lists from 1768 to 1801 are available at Ancestry. 


What I've learned with this research is badly misspelled names may not show up where you 
expect in an index. 


| was able to resolve a problem | didn't know existed until this week with the help of Tax lists 
and a descendant at a Brower family group on Facebook. The descendant had seen the 
trunk with the documents so could vouch for their provenance and authenticity. The problem 
is resolved to my satisfaction. 


Saturday, December 2, 2017 


Isotopic Testing and Genealogy/ Marking 
DNA Matches at AncestryDNA 


Poor Jane was eaten during the starving time 
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| visited Jamestown Settlement and Historic site last fall. Since many of my ancestors lived at 
some point in Virginia the history of that state fascinates me. Also it was thought my ancestor 
Francis Browning may have descended from Jamestown settlers? 


| really enjoyed my visit to these Jamestown sites. | wanted to learn more about the 
Jamestowne Historic site so I'm currently reading "Jamestown the Buried Truth” by William 
M. Kelso, Jamestowne archaeologist. The similarities between genealogy and archaeology 
became very apparent to me reading this book. Archaeologists dig down through layers of 
earth each layer representing a particular time period. The deeper they dig the farther back in 
time they go. Same with genealogists, our layers being generations. Some new genealogists 
tend to miss the layering and connect the wrong generations. 


Two of my goals have been to find the place of origin in Europe of my ancestors, and find out 
when some of these earliest families arrived in America. | have not been able to actually 
pinpoint an exact place of origin for any British Isles/Irish ancestors, except possibly the 
Forgeys in Co. Louth, Ireland? All of my British Isles ancestors appear to have come to this 
country before the American revolution. 


Here is a chart with the earliest dates in America of my British Isles/Irish ancestors. Many 
appear to have Scottish or Scots/Irish roots based on their settlement on the frontiers, and 
their Presbyterian religion. Campbell is definitely a Scottish surname. 

| have no idea when these particular ancestors arrived and from where? 
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The Thurmond relatives here are just speculative 


My dead end regarding the origins of these families sparked my interest in the information 
found in teeth and bone analysis at Jamestown. How can teeth and bone help pinpoint where 
in the British Isles an ancestor came from? An explanation from Jamestown 
scientists,"Oxygen isotopes are stored in our teeth in childhood and can be used with other 
information to determine where a person grew up." This test gives an approximate locations 
such as Wales, as a place where someone lived as a child. 
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A test on bones can tell us about the diet of the deceased. If a persons diet had been corn for 
a time period before their death that can be detected using the chemical composition testing. 
Skeletons with a corn based diet either were Europeans who had been in America for some 
time or Native Americans. Those with wheat based diets, according to these tests, died soon 
after arriving in America. 


It is exciting to know that if the remains of our early American ancestors are still available that 
we can learn more about their origins through teeth and bones. Unfortunately for me and 
other genealogists finding and unearthing remains is generally impossible. But who knows 
maybe an archeologist will unearth some of their remains at some point? If you are related to 
those skeletons found at Jamestown you could be in luck. You could find yourself related to 
the Bartholomew Gosnold who has had an mtDNA test performed on his remains. 


Marking My Ancestry DNA matches 

| decided to mark every DNA match at AncestryDNA | could identify a relationship with. 
Marking them with notes and stars. | basically identify them based on our most recent shared 
ancestral couple or a single ancestor. With couples | record the husband's surname first, a 
slash mark, then the wife's surname. If | know which of the couples children we relate 
through | record their first name. The second match, first column left, below, descends from 
Andrew Forgey and Margaret Reynolds through their son John. The estimate of 5th through 
8th cousins would be correct. They would be 6th cousins, or 5th cousins once removed. 
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The names with questions marks generally mean this match doesn't have a tree, and I'm 
basing their relationship on shared matches. | only base relationships on shared matches if 
they share more than one common match with us. Sharing one common match is often a 
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coincidence. 


By catching up on marking identifiable matches searching by surnames | can separate them 
from my brickwall lines. If | search Campbell, for instance, and find a new match on that 
surname, and they have a very small tree | can might be able to eliminate them as 
descending from my Campbells using notes and shared matches. If this Campbell shares 5 
Roller matches | can fairly confidently eliminate them as matching through Campbell. If they 
share one Roller match | wouldn't eliminate that possibility. 


Out of around 11,000 matches for my late mother | was able, to some degree, identify the 
possible common ancestors for around 200 matches. Most of these are on well documented 
lines. The more surviving documentation, the longer the family has been in America, the 
number of trees online all seems to correlate with a high number of identified atDNA 
descendants and matches. 


| don't think | was clear in my last blog post regarding finding the origin of a~DNA segments. 
I'm not looking for the ultimate origin of segments, I'm actually looking for more recent origins 
at around the limit for the effective use of atDNA for genealogy; at round 5 or 6 generations. 


By the way | downloaded the 11,000 matches with the chromosome browser extension 
AncestryDNA Helper. It would be great if we could download our matches and notes right 
from Ancestry. Using a browser extension, or downloading other applications, can be risky 
and infect your computer with malware or a virus. | have not had a problem 

with AncestryDNA Helper so it appears to be safe. 


Since | can't dig up the ancestors | will return my focus to documents and DNA in 2018. 


Friday, November 17, 2017 
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Nailing Down The Origin of atDNA 
Segments 


Nailing down exactly which ancestors passed down our DNA segments is challenging for 
those of us with early America ancestry. It's not that our trees always collapse, mine never 
has, instead we share an ancestor, or an ancestral couple, or several ancestral couples. To 
overcome this hurdle it's important to collect as many 2nd and 3rd cousins' segments as 
possible. These segments are most likely to be IBD, identical by descent. 


This week I was able to add a third cousin to chromosome 20 on my mother's chart. This 
segment can now be named Forgey/Roller after the most recent ancestral couple they share, 
i.e. Andrew Forgey and Anna Roller. 


+ Forgey/Roller 
SS 


Marking my well documented known lines helps to eliminate these chromosome regions as 
areas associated with my brickwall lines. 


Right now I'm examining segments on chromosome 5 and 18 as possibly relating to my 
Campbell family brickwall. I'm looking for the names of the parents of Sarah Campbell, who 
married Anderson Wray 1833 Indiana, and her place of birth in Tennessee. 


I've found the common ancestors for many of our predicted high quality matches at 
AncestryDNA. My mother and | have had a high quality match for years at Ancestry that | 
can't place. The fact this match has Campbell ancestors from Tennessee is a possible 
promising lead for my Sarah Campbell's family. Since this person recently uploaded their raw 
data to Family Tree DNA I've been able to compare her with others sharing segments on 
chromosome 5 and 18. 


I've examined the trees of matches on Chromsome 5 and 18. I've determined that segments 
running up to the promising Campbell matches' segments on Chromosome 18 are most likely 
Wray family cousins. Several also share the Campbell surname, but several don't. Since they 
don't overlap these segments could come from different ancestors. 
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I've found more Campbell descendants who share segments on both Chromosome 5 and 
18. 
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| have found trees posted for some of these matches, and | researched matches myself to 
build trees out as far as | could. Everyone sharing overlapping segments on ch. 5 and 18 
shares the same ancestral couple. They are descendants of Reuben Ellis Morton 1856- 
1915, and his wife Mary A. Campbell 1859-1929, of Greene County, Tennessee. These 
matches are all 2nd or 3rd cousins to one another. | can't find another surname on these 
trees that would match with the names on my tree. 


Paper trails and DNA don't always match up because there can be unknown adoptions, and 
affairs that no one is aware of. | have a Browning line that also traces back to Greene 
County, Tennessee. There would have to be some sort of unknown Browning 

blood relationship at the Reuben Morton and Mary Campbell generation, or before, for these 
segments to be Browning. 
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I'm doing some research in Greene County, Tennessee records to see if | can make a 
connection with the Campbell's in Indiana. There was a disagreement about who George 
Lafayette Campbell's parents are? | was able to find the documentation for his parents being 
James M. Campbell and Susannah. George Lafayette Campbell was baptized in the Sinking 
Springs Lutheran Church in Greene County, Tennessee. 
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George Lafayette Campbell would be in the age range to be Sarah Campbell-Wray's 
nephew. Could his father James be her brother? Not likely since | believe she may have had 
a brother named James T. Campbell? Unlikely they would name two children James? It's 
possible James could be Sarah's cousin? 


Not being completely confident that these Campbell matches actually do match us through 
the surname Campbell | need to find more information to confirm or eliminate this line as 
contributing to this DNA. If more descendants of James Campbell and Susannah match us 
DNA wise that would strongly suggest Sarah Campbell-Wray's family originally came 

from Greene County, Tennessee. William M. Campbell is thought to be James’ father. He 
settled in Greene County, Tennessee very early. It would be helpful if matches other than one 
particular line matched us. So far | can't find any other matches with trees tracing back to this 
family, but | will continue to check for anyone posting such a tree, or testing in the future. 


| plan on continuing to search records and check DNA matches, especially on chromosomes 
5 and 18, in hopes of finally solving this Campbell mystery. 
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AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 


direction. | also research Irish records. 
Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Saturday, November 11, 2017 


These Are The Good Old Days of Genetic 
Genealogy/ And A Segment Puzzle Mystery? 


As I'm going through Genome Mate Pro adding named segments to my segment map this 
week the differences in the size of the segments between my mother and | were so apparent. 
Many of the segments | share with matches are less than 20 cM's. My mother has many 
more segments over 20 cM's, and many over 30 cM's. She was born in 1921, whereas | was 
born in 1963. As the generations pass our genetic links to our immigrant and early American 
ancestors will not be visible in our DNA. Definitely test all older relatives first. 


I've been mapping my segments in Genome Mate Pro. My main focus right now is on the 
segments shared on chromosomes 5 and 18 which relate to possible Campbell family 
matches. Since the only thing | Know about Campbell is | have an ancestor named Sarah 
Campbell who married Anderson Wray in Jackson County, Indiana, possibly born in 
Tennessee, that's everything | know. | updated the GEDmatch data with new matches. I've 
been going through these segments and naming them if | can determine the ancestors they 
came from. This process involves using Ancestry trees. Also Googling names and email 
addresses to see if there is a family website. 


Gedmatch is estimating the length of the segments as longer than AncestryDNA. I've filled in 
more of chromosome 18 adding matches besides the Campbell match. Two tested with 
Ancestry and overlap each other, but neither appear as shared matches. According to 
AncestryDNA one of these matches shares one 14.4 cM segment. GEDmatch estimates the 
segment is 22.4 cMs. The other match is said to share 1 segment of 12.7 cM's. According to 
GEDmatch the segment length is more than twice that length at 28.3 cM's. Since Ancestry 
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doesn't share segment data there is no way to know whether their segments overlap, Followers (113) Next 
according to their calculations. They do overlap according to GEDmatch. Be K = 
Examining the family trees of theses matches | find that the two matches segments I've 2 
added to chromosome 18 might share more than one set of ancestors with me. ee 

These two added matches share the surnames Campbell and Wray with us. My ancestors aR 6. 
Anderson Wray and Sarah Campbell married in 1833. On first examination it could be that am: 

these matches are also their descendants, but they aren't. Instead they are descendants of 
Anderson Wray's grandfather Benjamin Wray and his second wife Patsy Goode. The 

Campbells they descend from didn't live in Franklin County, Virginia where the Wray family EE re 
lived. 
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Burgenland Bunch 


A third match also shares DNA on chromosome 18. This match overlaps substantially with Lea Gente ee 
one of the other matches. Since one of them tested at Family Tree DNA and the other at Genealogy 
AncestryDNA, and only one uploaded to GEDmatch, there is no way to tell if they match 
each other? 


Blog Archive 
What is particularly interesting about the match at Family Tree DNA is they have ancestors Vv 2024 (1) 
who lived in lola, Kansas. lola is a very small town. Anderson Wray migrated with some of his Vv January (1) 
children to that town. He died there. According to this match she doesn't have any Examining 
relationship to the Wray family? Either this is a coincidence or there was a non paternity Middle 
event? If this segment on chromosome 18 came down from Benjamin Wray then an NPE is hide for 
likely. On the other hand if the match relates on the Campbell line then her tree is correct. 
Last week | discovered one particularly interesting Campbell matches ancestors were from Pe peee (ts) 
Greene County, Tennessee. Sarah Campbell-Wray was said to have been born in Pm 2022 (21) 
Tennessee. The recently added matches, who tested at AncestryDNA, have Campbell > 2021 (17) 
ancestors from Lee County, Virginia and Hawkins County, Tennessee. All of these places are 
close together in Northeast Tennessee and Southwest Virginia. My tendency is to think these Pm 2020 (18) 
segments are related to Wray and not Campbell because both share Wray ancestors? m 2019 (16) 
; Pm 2018 (22) 
Looking at chromosome 18 at Genome Mate Pro, after marking all of these segments, it's 
impossible to see where segments begin and end. > 2017 (31) 
Pm 2016 (24) 
Pm 2015 (30) 
Paterna Lao 
Maternal Pm 2014 (53) 
————eEEeEeEeEEeE————eeee Pm 2013 (59) 
> 2012 (76) 
Pm 2011 (94) 
Charting the segments with Kitty's Segment Mapper we see exactly how they fit together 
(chart below). Not sure why there is an overlap of the blue at Genome Mate Pro? This view is 
very helpful. We see the Campbell match | am most interested in with segments bookending About Me 
the others. | found another match who shares one of the exact segments with her. This 
matches has a very small tree containing no Campbell's or Wray's. ek 
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aoe 
Based on this view my mother either inherited one long segment of DNA from her Great- View my complete 
Great Grandfather Anderson Wray, or chromosome 18 is mix from both Anderson Wray and profile 
Sarah Campbell? The book ending may suggest there is a mix of Wray and Campbell DNA 
on chr. 18? The Campbell match of special interest at AncestryDNA, the booking endin is 
i . ‘ Feedjit 


match, has a fairly complete tree out to around 6 and 7 generations with no Wray's on it? 


The shared matches feature at Ancestry didn't give me a clue that 3 matches had something 
in common, facts important to me were hidden. It would have been helpful to know they 
share either overlapping segments, or segments that are close together. None of these 
matches appear to match each other even though two descend from Benjamin Wray and 
Patsy Goode, and both tested at AncestryDNA? They don't show up as shared 

matches? They do match at GEDmatch. 


Doing this analysis required quite a bit of time. No one site has everything needed to 
effectively analyze and compare matches. | had to go back and forth between Ancestry, 
Family Tree DNA, 23andMe, GEDmatch, Genome Mate Pro, and Kitty's Segment Mapper. 
23andMe has to best tools, but no trees. If they would add a tree feature | would recommend 
everyone test there. 


| will continue to work with the matches on chromosome 18. | do have many more matches | 
need to evaluate. This kind of analysis is only possible if you have segment data. This 
analysis is necessary if you are comparing with distant cousins. 


Saturday, November 4, 2017 


Brickwalls DNA and Privacy 


AncestryDNA Changes 

Sorry to hear that AncestryDNA plans on making changes which could hamper our ability to 
workout how we are related to someone. A match can now choose not to show up in results, 
and testers will be given the option to keep shared matches private. This is a positive 
development for those testing for ethnicity results who don't want to hear from matches, not 
so positive for the rest of us.. 
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23andMe has managed to preserve privacy while providing needed tools like the 
chromosome browser and shared matches. 


It's sad Ancestry has chosen to focus on ethnicity results rather than helping us to resolve our 
brickwalls. They've chosen to focus on the least accurate portion of the DNA results. Not 
providing the ability to map segments means the power of this tool will never be fully realized 
for their customers. 


The only thing the ethnicity results can tell you with any accuracy is whether you are 
European, African, Middle Eastern, Native American or Asian. It can only give you vague 
estimates about anything more specific which actually may turn out to be completely wrong. 


Working on Brickwall using DNA 

After writing last week's blog post | downloaded my DNA matches from Family Tree DNA into 
Genome Mate Pro. Someone asked me about the DNA segment chart | included in that blog 
post. | was thinking it's been a couple months since | updated that database, so | needed to 
do that. The Family Tree DNA database has grown so slowly that updating every few months 
has been enough. 


After completing the update to Genome Mate Pro | noticed that the Campbell match | was 
referring to at AncestryDNA has now transferred to Family Tree DNA. Great for me! She has 
a very complete tree going back about 6 generations at Ancestry. She has no tree or 
surnames at FTDNA so when I've been searching by the surname Campbell her name didn't 
come up. She transferred her kit recently. 


Why is this such good news? The only information those of us researching Sarah Campbell- 
Wray have is that she married Anderson Wray in 1833, in Jackson County, Indiana and died 
there in 1848. We have a list of her children. All but two died before the 1880 US Census, 
when they would have stated where they thought she was born. Polly Thurman Wray-Hall 
stated her mother was born in Tennessee, but my ancestor Elizabeth Wray-Forgey didn't 
know where she was born? 


With so little information, and the fact matches would be 4th cousins to my mother, probably 
removed by one or two generations, the segment data is crucial to making connections with 
DNA. | need to have a segment map which is as complete as possible in order to eliminate 
the possibility that we are related on another line. | have to rely on segments to give me 


clues. With these clues | can do further research in the actual surviving records. 


Let's examine the exact segments shared with this match. Both my mother and | share the 
same segments and same and number of cM's with this match. 


Chromosome 5, 28.05 cM's , SNP's 6100 
Chromosome 18, 5.69 cM's , SNP's 1700 
Chromosome 18, 22.27 cM's , SNP's 2443 


We share a total of 56.01 cM's according to Family Tree DNA on 3 chromosomes. According 
to AncestryDNA we share 43 cM's on 3 segments. 


Comparing these segments to others in the same places on the chromosomes it's looking 
promising that these segments do indeed relate to Campbell. They don't match up with any 
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known Roller matches. They don't match up with any other surname segments. 
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Doing further comparison with shared matches at Family Tree DNA more good news! Half a 
dozen shared matches also have the surname Campbell listed in the surnames. As | stated 
before Sarah Campbell was said to have been born in Tennessee. Several of those who 
have Campbell listed have Georgia/Alabama ancestors. We know that there was migration 
heavy migration from Tennessee farther south. | was blown away when | saw two of these 
matches had Campbell ancestors who were from Greene County, Tennessee, which matches 
the place of origin of our AncestryDNA match. There was some migration from Greene 
County, Tennessee to Lawrence and Jackson County, Indiana. My Browning family migrated 
to these counties from Greene County, Tennessee. 


Greene County sounds like a promising place of birth for Sarah Campbell? | will comb those 
records for any connections. 


What I'm getting out of the DNA testing is confirmation of already well documented lines. 
DNA is matching the paper trail meaning there were no unknown adoptions etc. When it 
comes to my brickwalls more work is required. All of my brickwalls are at or beyond the 4th 
generation. The chances of matching a 4th cousin and beyond is far less likely. You have a 
90% chance of sharing DNA with a 3rd cousin, but that drops to 50% with a 4th cousin and 
only 10% with a 5th cousin. Building a segment map using 2nd and 3rd cousins is the most 
effective way to workout those more distant matches. These large segments are more likely 
to be IBD, giving a firm foundation for those smaller segments. 


I'm going to focus on building my segment map in hopes of narrowing down who is related on 
my brickwall Campbell line. 
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Sunday, October 29, 2017 


Resolving A Brickwall with Maps/ Why DNA 
Segment Data is Important 


Resolving A Brickwall with Maps 

Last week | blogged about my efforts to identify the family of Sarah Campbell-Wray b. about 
1812 in Tennessee, according to one of her daughter's Polly Thurman Wray-Hall. Sarah 
Campbell married Anderson Wray in Jackson County, Indiana in 1833. There were no 
Campbells living around Anderson and Sarah, or least not within 20 or more miles. 


This week | did page by page research in court orders and probate records, but no additional 
Campbells have surfaced. So far James T. Campbell still seems the best candidate to be a 
relative of Sarah Campbell. He is a possible brother or cousin, based on his age on 

the Census, if he is the same person listed on the 1840 US Census for Indiana? | first 
discovered he lived near some of my ancestors in Jackson County, IN a week ago. This 
James did live within 10 miles of Sarah Campbell's mother-in-law. Sarah's husband Anderson 
Wray's Uncle, William Harrison, purchased land from James T. Campbell. 


| mapped the land grants for the township, range, and section using the BLM search for 
James T. Campbell, and neighbors . From the landing page clicking on related documents | 
was able to find descriptions of land purchased by neighbors living in and around township 5, 
where James T. Campbell lived. 


| Patent Details 


t " 
US Reservations: ~ 

Mineral Reservations: No 

Tribe: 

Militia: 

State in Favor Of: 

Authority: April 24, TH20- Sale-Cach Entry (1 Stat. 566) 
Mutitary Rank General Remarks: 
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| paid $5 to map all of these land purchases at Earthpoint, which produces a map at Google 
Earth Pro. Clicking on the purple dot displays the section number. Dividing the sections into 

16 squares with a drawing tool allowed me to add the names using the directions, NW of NE 
quarter for instance. 


Looking the map, below, it does prove James T. Campbell was a neighbor of several Wray 
family relatives. Villorous Wray, Sarah's brother-in-law owned land in township 5 also. The 
land was indeed close to where Sarah Campbell's mother-in-law was buried, at the yellow 
pinpoint on the map. Several other Wray and Forgey family in-laws also lived in the same 
area. The interrelated web of relationships proves that individuals usually married neighbors 
during this time period. The more distant Campbell families are less likely to have been 
related to Sarah. 


Sections 23 and 24 of Township 5 


Why DNA Segment Data is Important 

| would like to resolve the Sarah Campbell b. 1812 Tennessee brickwall with DNA. 5 years 
after first taking an autosomal DNA test, DNA hasn't resolved this particular brickwall. I've 
tested with all three major companies. Family Tree DNA does provide segment data, but | 
see no matches who are good candidates to be distant cousins through Campbell. Same 
with 23andMe. 23andMe lacks tree information and most testers have no surnames posted. 
There could be a good match at 23andMe, but | would never be able to identify it without 
surname information. 


AncestryDNA has a possible Campbell related match? This match is a close match of my 
mother. This match shares 43 cM's on 3 segments. She doesn't match through a Campbell 
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family in Indiana, but does relate to one in Tennessee. Unfortunately one of her shared 
matches relates through another line of our family. Only one out of a dozen, however, which 
could be a coincidence? Roller is the line shared by one of her matches. | have a good DNA 
map for the surname Roller. If | could see the segments we share with the Campbell match I, 
most likely, could confirm or rule out a relationship based on Roller. 
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If this match didn't share segments with known Roller matches | could go through matches at 
Family Tree DNA , 23andMe, and GEDmatch looking for matches on the same segments we 
share only with this Campbell match. Since my grandmother on that line was Nicarguan it 
would be easy to establish whether a match was likely a Campbell and | could contact that 
match. Even if they had little information | could establish whether they, or their ancestors, 
lived in Tennessee or Indiana. 


Without the segment info there is no way for me to work with this high quality Campbell 
match at AncestryDNA. I've contacted them, but haven't received an answer. I've contacted 
them twice in the past 3 years. If AncestryDNA would offer an opt in segment sharing option 
that could help me, and many others solve some brickwalls. 23andMe's opt in segment 
sharing is fabulous! | haven't bought an AncestryDNA kit in years. | would consider buying 
more if they had a segment sharing option. If our Campbell match had decided to opt in when 
she first tested | might have been able to make some progress using DNA for this match? 


AncestryDNA may hold the key to at least identifying a potential place in Tennessee where 
Sarah Campbell's family originated, and a possible shared Campbell ancestor. It could also 
provide me with more matches on the same segment related to us through our Indiana 
family. 


| will continue to look for potential Campbell related cousins at these DNA companies. 
Hopefully a match with an Indiana Campbell family will surface. 


Saturday, October 21, 2017 


Sarah Campbell-Wray: Searching A Place 
For Everyone Who Shares A Surname 
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My ancestor Elizabeth Wray-Forgey she was the Daughter of Sarah Campbell-Wray 


I've hit a brickwall with my ancestor Sarah Campbell-Wray of Jackson County, Indiana. 
Researching women is challenging because they were named in few records. My male 
ancestors names can be found in deed records. When buying land for the family home or 
farm only the male head of household's name appeared on the deed. Women's names didn't 
appear on census records until 1850, unless the woman was the head of the household 
because she was widowed, for instance. My ancestor Sarah Campbell-Wray died in 1847 as 
a wife and mother, at age of 37. Her early death and the young ages of her children has lead 
to a brickwall regarding her origins, and the names of her parents. On top of this there were 
only two identified Campbell males contemporary with her recorded on censuses for Jackson 
County, Indiana. These men weren't old enough to be her father. 


Since there wasn't a Campbell family in Indiana that Sarah Campbell-Wray fitted into | 
searched neighboring counties. | thought | found her family in Lawrence County, Indiana. 
William and Mary Gilles did have a daughter named Sarah and they were old enough to be 
her parents. Unfortunately their daughter Sarah wasn't my Sarah. She married a Dougherty 
the same year my Sarah married Anderson Wray. This led me to return to Jackson County, 
Indiana records to see if there were Campbells missed by the censuses. 


A major set of records containing women's names in the 19th century, and before, are 
marriage records. Indiana marriage records are online at Ancestry and Family Search. There 
is a quick index search at the Indiana State Library site. This index is perfect for my search. 
It's an index to marriages to 1850. To find every Campbell who married you have to enter the 
surname in the spouses search. The first surname search field only brings up husbands 
names. Here we see more names than those represented on the early censuses. Possible 
siblings of Sarah? | looked up information on those listed, but have not been able to find a 
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Probate records are another source listing many names not appearing on early census 
records. This record collection hasn't produced any results regarding Sarah Campbell. 


Tax records are another source for names between censuses, but not available for the time 
period | need online. 


Another source containing names missed in the censuses, or who lived in the area between 
censuses, is deeds. The Family Search microfilm digitizing project has completed digitizing 
the deed films for Jackson County, Indiana. Unfortunately you have to view the online 
digitized deed books at a Family History Center or Family History Library to unlock them 
(there is a little lock beside records that need to be viewed at an FHC or FHL, or you just 
need to sign in to see). These records are not indexed yet, but many books contain indexes, 
and there is often also a general index that has been digitized. Oddly the general indexes for 
Jackson County deeds are at the bottom of the list of digitized films, so some people might 
miss them. 


Indiana sales deeds include the wives names because the wife has a dower interest her 
husband's property, and therefore had to sign the deed. When land was sold wives were 
interviewed, as Sarah Campbell-Wray was, to insure she wasn't coerced into signing the 
deed by her husband. 
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Looking through the Jackson County Deeds | did find several Campbell men who didn't 
appear on any of the other records. These men included a James T. Campbell, a Joseph B. 
Campbell, and a William P. Campbell. Of these 3 men one stood out. James T. Campbell had 
a land transaction with Sarah's husband, Anderson Wray's, Uncle William Harrison. The fact 
a relative was named with a Campbell is a breakthrough, 
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| have not been able to find anything stating James T. Campbell is related to Sarah. The deed 
| found states his full name is James Trigg Campbell. | searched censuses looking for him. | 
could not find him on the censuses for Jackson County. | did find a James T. Campbell in 
neighboring Washington County. This James T. Campbell would be too young to be my 
Sarah's father, but in the right age range to be her brother. He was born in Tennessee in 
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about 1809. He has a Charlotte Campbell in his household in 1850. My Sarah also has a 
daughter named Charlotte. Tennessee matches the birthplace for my ancestor Sarah 
according to her daughter Polly T. Wray-Hall. My ancestor Elizabeth Wray-Forgey's 1880 
Census entry gives Indiana as the birthplace for her parents which isn't correct. 


Polly Thurman Wray-Hall, Sarah's daughter, gave Tennessee as her mother's birthplace on 
the 1900, 1910, and 1920 censuses. On the 1880 her mother's birth location was given as 
Virginia. Her husband may have provided that information? She was a widow and most likely 
provided the information on the later censuses. 
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James T. Campbell is a good candidate for a brother or possible cousin of Sarah Campbell- 
Wray. Some of the information for him is hard to reconcile and might suggest he came to 
Indiana from Tennessee later than Sarah? The Charlotte in his household was born in 
Tennessee in the late 1830's and my Sarah married in Indiana in 1833. This Charlotte is said 
to be James T.'s sister in the 1880 Census. There is a 30 year age gap between them. 

Not sure if that relationship is a correct? An Elizabeth Campbell appears to be a relation 
living close to James T. and family in 1850. She has a 4 year old daughter born in Tennessee 
in 1846. It appears relatives of James joined him in Indiana many years after he settled 

there according to later censuses. 
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Charlotte died in 1903. Her parents weren't named, but East Tennessee was listed as her 
birthplace narrowing the place of origin for these Campbells. 
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BLM land grants is another collection of records listing individuals not always found in other 
records. There is a Robert Campbell listed that | hadn't seen on other records for the area. 
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In 1860 Sarah Campbell-Wray's daughter Elizabeth Wray-Forgey had a Jane Campbell in 
her household. That Census doesn't give relationships so there is no way of knowing if she 
was a relative or friend visiting the household? | mention this because a Jane Campbell is 
listed in the BLM index for Jackson County. This widow would have been too old to be the 
Jane in the 1860 Forgey household. The BLM Jane was likely too old to have been born in 
the mid 1830's. The Jane in the Forgey household was born in the 1830's. The BLM Jane's 
husband was a soldier in the War of 1812. 
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One of James T. Campbell's neighbors in 1850 appears to be a Campbell relative of his. 
Eliza Campbell born in Tennessee has a Jane in her household. She was born in the 
1830's. It's possible she is the Jane appearing in the Forgey 1860 household, her age is 
closer to the same. 
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Not finding Sarah's parents in Jackson County, Indiana | turned to Washington County where 
the James T. Campbell and his relatives families from Tennessee settled. | found an 
interesting woman named Elizabeth Campbell who could be old enough to be my Sarah's 
mother. She purchased land in 1829 and sold it in 1840. Since Sarah had a daughter named 
Elizabeth this person might be worth looking into, if she can be found on any other records 


giving her origins? 
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| have found more Campbells in Jackson County, Indiana than were listed on the early 
censuses. There could be others who happened to die shortly after migrating to the area 
without leaving any traces behind? Sarah Campbell-Wray is still a mystery. I'm hoping 
these newly found families lead to a breakthrough. James T. Campbell seems particularly 
promising, although no one has a tree with his parents names either? I'll continue looking at 
the available records and do some page by page searching in court orders, probates, and 
deeds. Indexes can miss people and not all names are indexed. 


When trying to find parents of ancestors it is important to find everyone carrying their 
surnames living in the same area. Researching all of those with the same name for 
clues. Relying on census records alone causes us to miss everyone in an area between 


censuses, as I've discovered. 


Wednesday, September 13, 2017 


Comparing Autosomal DNA Ethnicity 
Results 


I've just started reviewing our MyHeritage DNA ethnicity results. | decided to compare the 
results again between all of the companies, plus add the new results from MyHeritage. My 
mother Edna Forgey-Kapple tested with 23andMe, Family Tree DNA, AncestryDNA, and her 
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raw data was uploaded to MyHeritage. 
Examining my mother's known ethnic heritage | was able to breakdown her father Charles 
Forgey's ethnicity. He was mainly Scottish and German. He may also have had some English 
ancestry, but | have not been able to make that connection. 
| was not able to breakdown her mother Graciela Del Castillo's ethnicity. Nicaraguans have a 
high percentage of Iberian and Native American ancestry, with a smaller percentage of 
African. It's been difficult for me to trace our family back in Nicaragua beyond the late 1700's. 
The surnames | have so far are all Spanish. 


Mother's Known Ethnicity 


Nicaragua 50% 
Great Britain/ Scottish 37.50% 
German 12.50% 

100% 


me Nicaragua = Great Britain/Scottish = German 


Here are the percentages from MyHeritage DNA 


MyHeritage Mother 


British/ Irish. Scottish, and 
Walsh 44.10% 
East Europe 22.70% | 
||benar 4.20% \ | 
“America 19.60% 
‘Middle East 6.50% _— 
Africa 1.60% 
99.30% 
@ British/ iris, Scortish, and Welsh # East Europe 
= ibenan »s Amence 
= Middle East ® Africa 


44.10% British/ Irish/ Scottish seems to be on the high side since my mother also has a 
possible 12% German ethnicity on her father's side? It's possible she received more of the 
British/Scottish DNA from ancestors? We inherit differing amounts of DNA from our 
ancestors, the amount shared with distant ancestors is small, and sometimes can't be 
detected at all. My mother does match many German line cousins on her Roller line. Not as 
many on her German Urmey line, which may be the reason for the high British number? 
Iberian seems too low considering my mother's Spanish surnamed ancestors such as Del 
Castillo, Garcia, and Granizo. My mother has many Nicaraguan matches with Spanish 
surnames also. The Native American result of 19% is the highest from all of the companies, 
and | believe it's too high. 


The East European number is way too high. | suppose this covers Germany also? Although 
most of it is said to be Balkan. The Balkan ancestry would appear to be completely wrong? 
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“Western Europe 
Eastern Europe 
|New World 

| Middle East 
African West 
African North 

| West Middle East 


71% 
6% 
11% 
4% 
3% 
2% 
2% 
99% 
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Family Tree DNA 


at 


s Western Gurope «= Eastern Europe 


* African West # Afncan North 


s New World 


«= Mickie tact 


e Wes Middle fas 


Family Tree DNA misses all of my mother's British/Scottish ancestry. Instead they assign 
most of her European DNA to Western Europe? According to their map Western Europe 
covers continental Europe only. It does cover Germany, but my mom isn't that German. This 
is a big miss. | would guess the 6% Eastern Europe is German too? Way too much 
continental European. The Native American result could be correct? They completely miss 
my mother's Southern European. This result doesn't reflect her ethnic heritage well at all. 


|Great Britain 
\Ireland 
‘Scandinavian 
|Iberian 
italian 
‘America 
|Middle East 
Africa 


40% 
10% 
A% 
11% 
12% 
12 
3 
5 
97% 


RK R 


AncestryDNA Mother 


a 


A 


= Great Britain 


= (telen 


s \reland 


s Amerca 


« Scandinavian « tberian 


a Middle tax 


s Atnce 


Ancestry DNA gives my mother 40% Great Britain and 10% Ireland. This 50% would have to 
be assigned to her father, leaving no room for German. There really isn't any room anywhere 
in these results for her German ethnicity. Like | said before she does have many German 


related matches, so she evidently did inherit that DNA. Not sure if the Scandinavian relates to 


the German? My mother has no known Scandinavian ancestry. If she did it would be too far 


back to show up as 4%. 


| give Ancestry DNA credit for finding Iberian DNA. However the Italian is likely wrong. She 
doesn't have a high percentage of Italian matches either. She does have a high percentage 
of Nicaraguan matches with Spanish surnames. Our known Nicaraguan surnames are all 

Spanish. My grandfather was positively not Italian. 
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23andMe Mother 


British & Irish 34.20% 

Broadly Northwestern & 
European 7.80% fm 
Iberian 19.90% Ug » 


Broadly Southern 


European 10.90% 
Eastern European 1.10% = Braish & iris? « Broadly Northwestern Europear 
Ashkenazi Jewish 0.50% ber » Broadly Southe rope 
Broadly European 6.10% 

- - * Eastern European ad enazi Jew ist 
East Asian & NativeAm = 13.90% ‘ ‘ on Raakeen 
= r s Broadly European a East Asian & Native Americar 
Sub-Saharan African 2.70% : 
97.10% 8 Sub-Saharan Africar 


Looking at the 23andMe result the British & Irish seems low? | would think this would be at 
least 38%? Although it's possible my mother may have received a higher percentage of DNA 
from her German ancestors? There is a 7.80% Broadly Northwestern European number, 
which could reflect either German or British ancestry, or a little of both? There is also a 
Broadly European result of 6.10%, which could trace to anywhere? There is also an 
unassigned amount of DNA. The 34% is close enough for me however. 


I'm very happy with the high Iberian percentage number here. It makes more sense than the 
results from the other companies, considering her Spanish family surnames, and her many 
matches with Spanish surnames. There is an unassigned Southern European 10%. Could 
that be Italian? | doubt it. It may reflect ancient shared Southern European ethnicity that 
came down through the generations? 


No Scandinavian in these results also makes sense. 


Which results best reflect my mother's heritage? 

23andMe's results best reflect her heritage. | have a caveat to this. 
23andMe phases results if at least one parent and child tests with them. 
Both the parent and child's results change due to phasing. My mother and | 
both tested, and these results are phased. The unphased ethnicity results 
look a lot like the other companies, but | would say are still slightly better. 


You can adjust the results at both 23andMe, and AncestryDNA. 23andMe 
allows you to adjust based on confidence level. AncestryDNA allows you to 
adjust based on a possible percentage range. These adjustments aren't 
helpful for those who don't already know their ethnicity. 


The take away for me is phasing results with parents and children 
improves the accuracy of ethnicity results. 
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Thursday, August 24, 2017 


Trip to Tennessee Part 3: Old Jonesborough 
Cemetery 


Cemeteries are such moving places. Even though none of my direct ancestors are buried in 
Jonesborough, Tennessee. | still found visiting the old Jonesborough Cemetery very moving, 
and educational at the same time. | took a tour of the cemetery with local guide Gordon 
Edwards who is helping to restore the cemetery, and also studying the history of the people 
buried there. He is a fount of information about the cemetery and the people buried there. | 
had met him the day before in the County courthouse. He assisted me in printing my 
ancestors' deeds. It was raining the day of the tour, which didn't dissuade me, and a local 
resident from taking the tour anyway. It did stop raining soon after the tour started, but was 
raining heavily when we started out. 


| remembered my Great-Grandmother Isis Browning-Forgey as | was listening to the history 
of this cemetery, and burial customs in early America. | learned something about burial 
customs from a letter Isis wrote in 1907, with instructions for her burial and funeral. She said 
she wanted to be buried in a black robe and slippers, and didn't want to be put away too 
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quick or kept out for viewing too long. Her dearest wish came to mind seeing the stream 
when | headed back to town and saw the little creek again. "Now | am going to tell the wish 
that is dearest to my heart of anything in this world is that some sweet day | may be able to 
stand on the banks of the New Jerusalem and clasp glad hands with each and everyone that 
is near and dear to me in this world." 


On the tour | learned about the burial custom of burying people with their feet facing east, 
because Christ was said to return in the east. They wanted to rise onto their feet facing in the 
right direction. Christianity influenced early burials, but these customs were later replaced by 
more secular customs such as Tombstones designed for more esthetically pleasing 
purposes, rather than only religious significance. The tombstone below reflects the emphasis 
on beauty rather than the early morbid tombstones showing skulls etc.. This tombstone is 
part of a cradle grave meaning it extends out in a cradle like form. The cradle extension can 
be used as a planter, as in this case. The cradle style was often used for young women, such 
as those who died in childbirth. It was a demonstration of the extreme devotion to someone 
very beloved. 
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The change in attitudes and styles of burial really got going during the Victorian era, 
beginning in 1837. Death was viewed as more of a celebration because the dead were going 
to their reward in heaven. This attitude led to the use of cemeteries as parks, where families 
would picnic and spend time relaxing. Landscaping further added to the park like 
atmosphere. Death was also romanticized as can be seen in some of the tombstones 
designed to evoke this feeling. 


Joneborough Cemetery is a city cemetery, the first plot was purchased in 1803. It was never 
a church cemetery. Cemeteries unaffiliated with churches also influenced the secularization 
of burial. 


This cemetery contains the graves of many prominent early settlers of Tennessee, including 


the first Mayor of Knoxville (1816-1817) Thomas Emmerson and his wife Catherine, and their 
adopted child. 
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Tombstone of Catherine Emmerson wife the first Mayor of Knoxville. It's being repaired as you can see. 


aa 
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Grave of Thomas Emmerson first Mayor of Knoxville b. 1772 d. 1837 


Towns tended to be the areas where more financially well off citizens lived. Small business 
people and professionals lived in town. The Old Jonesborough Cemetery reflects the wealth 
of the town. My ancestors who died during the 18th and 19th centuries are mostly buried in 
unmarked graves, or graves marked much later. Farmers, such as my ancestors, were often 
buried on their farm with graves marked by stones (by the way it's still legal in Tennessee for 
someone to be buried on their property). Marking graves has always been expensive. A 
craftsman had to be paid for the skilled work they performed, and the materials could be 
costly. After the railroad came to town fortunes increased enormously, which is also reflected 
in the elaborate monuments. Train transport also meant tombstones could be shipped in from 
mass producers. Tombstones could be purchased through the Sear's catalog. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2021-09-08T 15:12:00-07:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 20/26 


1/18/24, 11:17 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2021-09-08T 15:12:00-07:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 21/26 


1/18/24, 11:17 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 
——— 


This is another interesting tombstone for a cadet at the Naval Academy in Annapolis. He 
drowned during boating exercise apparently? The stone shows a little hand reaching up 
towards a small boat and oar. I've seen others who have drowned with similar tombstones, 
depicting someone with arms up stretched. 
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When | first saw this large cemetery with two slopes | didn't think anything of it other than it 
was a large cemetery. When I took the tour | found out it's a segregated cemetery. One slope 
was for whites the other blacks. Before the African American cemetery was founded slaves 
and freed slaves would have been buried in the ditch between the slopes along with paupers. 


The African American cemetery is still active. The white cemetery isn't. 


Looking toward "colored" slope of Cemetery 


African Americans also had their own church in Jonesborough. When | first saw this evidence 
of segregation | thought this confirms the Southern stereotypes | learned. | then remembered 
that Forest Lawn in Glendale, California began as an all white cemetery. Interesting 
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many famous African Americans are now buried there like Michael Jackson. California was 
as segregated as much of the South before the Civil Rights era. Before getting overly 
sanctimonious we have to remember racism was everywhere in America before the Civil 
Rights era, and has been seriously diminished but not completely eradicated to this day. 
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The African Methodist Church can be seen in this pic on the other side of the railroad tracks. 
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It is wonderful to see volunteers are restoring this beautiful cemetery. There are still some 
tombstones lying flat. One of my own ancestor's stones is also lying flat in another cemetery. 
| found out that isn't good for the stone, and may eventually lead to it's complete destruction. 
Below you see a tombstone being replaced on it's base. 


Maintaining the cemetery is expensive. Mowing that much lawn on a frequent basis is very 
expensive too. I'm hoping the cost never leads to the abandonment of this cemetery. Going 
on the paid tours is a good way to support the cemetery. 


Like | stated earlier cemeteries are such moving places. Places where we remember our 
history, and loved ones who have gone before us. I've seen stones that say something like, "I 
was once up there where you now walk." That reminds me that | have a meeting with my 
Great-Grandmother Isis Browning-Forgey on the banks of the New Jerusalem, but hopefully 
not too soon! 


For further information about this cemetery here is the contact information: Heritage Alliance, 
212 East Sabin Drive, Jonesborough, Tennessee (423-753-9580). 


Tour info: http://jonesborough.com/event/old-jonesborough-cemetery-tour-4/ 
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Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Sunday, August 20, 2017 
BIG Y: I got it, I don't got it? 


The Forgey/Forgy & Forgie project is participating in the myGroups Beta! Click here to see your new myGroups page. 
I-BY19896 Get Yours! 
We lcome to my FT D N A Y-DNA Haplogroup mtDNA Haplogroup 


The Big Y DNA test is an advanced Y DNA test, of course for males only. The test is 
designed to place testers on the Y haplogroup tree. A haplogroup tree looks something like 
our pedigree chart. There are off shooting branches from our ancient common lines leading 
down to more modern times. haplogroups generally only tell us about our ancient 
geographic roots, and migrations. The BigY is attempting to change that by identifying more 
modern haplogroups, using novel variants, making it useful for genealogy. 


A11612 More... LA11612 

A7395 More... 1-A7395 

BY3819 More... -BY3819 
A9405 L-A9405 

BY3821 -BY3821 

A11471 1-A11471 

| BY19896 More... | LBY19896 | 

YP6208 1-YP6208 


Our Current Position on the Family Tree DNA Haplogroup SNP Tree 


My Forgey family is now in the Big Y at Family Tree DNA (FTDNA). My uncle and one of his 
5th cousins, once removed, have been upgraded to the Big Y. SNP's or mutations, Single 
Nucleotide Polymorphicisms, are determined by the mutations of nucleobases ATCG which 
are used to determine someones haplogroup. A Nucleobase base at one particular position, 
which differs from a reference sample determines whether a tester is positive for a particular 
SNP or mutation. 


My Uncle and his 5th cousin once removed both shared the same nucleobase for a SNP that 
had not yet been named as a haplogroup. When a SNP hasn't been named yet it is identified 
by a long string of numbers giving its position, such as 2580707, the reference may be A for 
that position, but the tester may be G at that position, meaning there was a mutation (which 
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my uncle and cousin matched exactly in their case in order to be a match and test positive for Followers (113) Next 
the newly named haplogroup). If two or more people match at that position with the same Be “7 
base (ATCG) this SNP may, or may not, be deemed significant enough to be named as a 


new haplogroup. 2 


Some of the SNP's now being identified by name as haplogroups may be fairly recent? It aR 6. 
does appear, as these haplogroups are added, they are mainly shared by specific surnames, em, 
or since surname groups are over represented they may just represent the geographical area 


where these surnames developed? 


My uncle and his 5th cousin, once removed, now have their own haplogroup which no other 


tester so far shares. Before this haplogroup SNP was discovered, likely by the I-M223 group 
administrator Wayne Rogers at FTDNA, we were in the haplogroup I-BY3819 that was 
estimated to be 900 or more years old making it useless for genealogy purposes. It did P| Ey ea 


confirm our Scottish origins however, plus suggest the name is derived from Ferguson the [Follow _] 

dominate surname in that haplogroup. The new haplogroup could be either unique to our 

surname, or the geographical area our family lived in, or even more widespread? Hard to say 

since so few men have tested. Favorite Links 
; ; Burgenland Bunch 

A way to test how old this haplogroup might be would be to SNP test forthe new haplogroup LL. 

BY19896/BY 198967. We know both of our Forgey Big Y testers share a common ancestor Learn Genetic 

around 300 years ago. We don't know when the other Forgeys who settled in America share ies 

a common ancestor? It would be interesting to see if all of the Forgey lines share the same 

terminal SNP. It costs $39 dollars to test a SNP. Much cheaper than the Big Y. So this kind of Blog Archive 

testing is doable. 


V 2024 (1) 
Something | don't get is YFull has quality scores for SNP's which seem to disagree with ¥ January (1) 
conclusions about SNP's made by Big Y? Hence "I got this, | don't got this" in my title for this Examining 
post. The yet to be named SNP's are called Novel SNP's. YFull also calls those SNP's only pa fins 
found in a single tester private. When more than one tester shares a SNP it isn't private Clues 


anymore, and becomes unlocked which can lead to breakthroughs. So it is good to test as 
many distant cousins at different degrees of relationship, or those sharing the same surname 


Pm 2023 (15) 
as you can afford to unlock these SNP's, which hopefully we lead us to more modern times. 

Pm 2022 (21) 
According to FTDNA both of our testers have around half a dozen high confidence positive em 2021 (17) 
results on yet to be named SNP's. YFull has a propriety SNP quality rating system. My > 2020 (18) 
uncle's test is still being analyzed by YFull so we don't know the quality of his yet to be 
named, or novel SNP's? Roger's analysis has been completed and according to YFull the Pm 2019 (16) 
best quality of novel SNP's he has are two in the "acceptable category". None what they call Pm 2018 (22) 
"best quality". The rest are rated my by them as "ambiguous". The SNP's shared between > 2017 (31) 
my uncle, and his 5th cousin once removed, are all classified as ambiguous by YFull? Not 
sure of the quality rating for these SNP's will affect our placement in the YFull tree? Will YFull Pm 2016 (24) 
recognize the I-BY19896 haplogroup? Or keep us in the I-BY3819 haplogroup? m 2015 (30) 
My uncle and his 5th cousin, once removed, each share many novel SNP's, but also have a NS) 
couple they don't share, which may prove helpful if these SNP's are ever added for SNP P 2013 (59) 
testing. They would appear to have developed later than 300 years ago? Some novel variant > 2012 (76) 
SNP's may be significant and some may not? We also have unnamed novel SNP's shared by 
many others, likely quite old. We just have to wait and see where this all leads. I'm still Pe es) 
learning how to work with these results, and rely on expertise of the group administrators like 
Colin Ferguson and Wayne Rogers. About Me 
You can learn more about the Big Y by watching these Youtube videos: 2 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=36glIHE6kOBk&t=2170s We 
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13839340 High 
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Here you can see novel SNP's represented by the numbered positions far left. These are the results for our two 
Forgey testers as you can see they share most of the same novel SNP's but not all. These mutations are 
probably more recent than 300 years. 


Sunday, August 13, 2017 


Second Trip to East Tennessee Part 2 


When | planned my trip to Jonesborough | didn't know about Jonesborough Days. I'm happy | 
was there for that celebration. It's a nice time to visit, which | just hit by accident. More food 
is available in town during the festival. Additional tours and entertainment are provided during 
this time, including a parade. | was able to do some research before the courthouse closed 
on Friday for the festival. 


| found some Holloway deeds at the courthouse. | am trying to prove Obedience, William 
McPike's wife was a Holloway. Unfortunately none of the McPike's witnessed or are 
mentioned in any deeds with the Holloways. William Holloway was on the road building crew 
with William McPike, building a road to the courthouse, in 1783. | was hoping to get more 
information on this William Holloway because his wife was named as Katherine. 
Unfortunately | haven't found any information on this couple, at least yet. The Washington 
County, Tennessee Holloways' origins are unknown? 
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Jonesborough Town Tour 

Jonesborough was selected as site for a courthouse because of its 
central location for the population of the area. Washington County was 
the first county west of the mountains. Jonesborough was founded in 
1779. Washington County was established in 1777. Area residents 
petitioned for a courthouse because the nearest one was over the 
mountains in North Carolina. This area was part of North Carolina at that 
time. North Carolina stretched from the eastern seaboard to the 
Mississippi. Towns grew up around the early courthouses, where local 
residents handled legal matters like filing wills and deeds. 

The town was the birthplace of the state of Franklin. 

Andrew Jackson lived for a time in a log cabin now on Main Street. 

The trains brought in wrought iron and plates of glass for the expanding 
Main Street businesses. Steps were constructed in front of Main Street 
stores to make mounting horses and carriages easier for customers. 
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May's was a fashionable ladies shop. You can still see the name plate in 
the door way. 

One saloon was pointed out to us. It was 
closed after the city went dry. 

The town contains many historic church 
buildings. All Protestant. 

The civil war divided the town. One church 
Congregation split into two, because of a 
dispute over which side they supported. The 
Union supporters built a Northern style 
church to emphasize which side they supported. The Northern style 
church still stands out because of its dark gothic brick construction. 


The town was a center for the abolitionist movement. The town still 
seems progressive. 

The town is now a center for storytelling. A large storytelling festival takes 
place every year. 


Clapboards cover an old log house 
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The Chester Inn was built in 1797 and catered to stagecoach traffic. In 
early days their guests would have been mainly men, traveling for 
business. Women and families didn't travel often. 


The Inn was restored based with furnishings, and recreated wallpaper 
from the 19th Century. 
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The 1906 Chuckey Train Station was moved to Jonesborough in order to 
restore and preserve it. It was getting ready to open to the public when I 
was there in late June/early July. 


Railroad Tour 

Tennessee was a late comer to train transportation. Johnson City's 
reason for being was as a railroad hub. Jonesborough had been a 
gateway to the west before the railway. Travelers west waited, someone 
times many months, for caravans west to form. Joneborough attracted 
merchants innkeepers, etc., catering to westward travel before railways. It 
was a thriving stagecoach stop with a large stagecoach inn built in the 
1797 and still there, namely the Chester Inn. 


The prosperous merchants of Jonesborough were responsible for adding 
the Joneborough connecting train line. They sensed the town would be 
bypassed without it. 


When the train arrived in the 1850's it increased the wealth of the 1 
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percent living in town. Farmers and travelers did benefit from the railroad 
too, but the merchants and railroad investors did reap the largest 
benefits. The town required that the train to make at least one stop a day 
in town. The trains actually made many more stops as the town became a 
popular destination. The train brought the building materials for the 
mansions and stores in town. The town always prided itself on furnishing 
luxury goods to the frontier area. 


The town actually provided more transportation options in Victorian days. 
Livery stables rented horses and carriages. You can't rent a car there 
now, and there is no public transportation. Amtrak may offer service in 
the future? 

Freight trains still travel on the old line. They came through around 
midnight and 3 am when | checked the time. I like the sound of trains so 
I'm not complaining. 


Fe 


—— 
——— 
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Andrew Jackson lodged for a short time in the 1788 Christopher 
Taylor log house.(below) 
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One of the earliest paintings of Jonesborough hangs in the Chester Inn Museum. 


Watercolor by Rebecca Chester 1810. 
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| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. ~— research at this point is 


concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 
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| flew into Jonesborough from Charlotte, North Carolina. | actually live in California, but found 
it was cheaper to fly to North Carolina and backtrack to the Tri-Cities Airport near 
Jonesborough. | was a little skeptical of the plane, which had outboard propellers. Once | 
was airborne | realized it wasn't much different than any other plane. The view flying over the 
mountains was beautiful! The endless chain of beautiful green mountains was dream 

like. The ride to the Inn | was staying at was also very scenic too. 
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Some Pics of the town of Joneborough 
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| stayed at the historical Eureka Inn (the serve the largest, and best breakfasts I've ever 
had) . My room was the Laura room dating back to when the hotel was built in 1797. 
Jonesborough was sited on a historic stage coach route, and stopping off point for the 
journey west. "The Oldest Town" in Tennessee it was the capital of the state of Franklin. 
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My 1797 room 


My ancestors William McPike born about 1750, and his wife Obedience born about 1755 
(maiden name said to be Holloway) were early settlers in Washington County, Tennessee. 
They originally settled in Carter's Valley on Puncheon Creek in the 1770's. He transferred his 
land grant soon after receiving it. He returned to Virginia briefly, maybe due to his father's 
death? When the family returned to Tennessee in the early 1780's they settled in the Fall 
Branch area. of Washington County, Tennessee. Fall Branch borders the counties of Greene, 
Sullivan. and Hawkins. It appears sometimes William McPike was considered to be a 
resident of Greene, and other times a resident of Washington County for tax purposes. 


I'm grateful to the staff of the Washington County Archives for pinpointing the Fall Branch 
area as the area my ancestors lived. The archives recently opened to the public in 

a renovated 1915 bank building in the town of Joneborough. You can search what is 
available at that location here: https://wctnarchives.org/record-groups/ 


Many old churches line Main Street. Their steeples, and the clock tower of the courthouse, 
are the most prominent buildings you see as you enter Jonesborough. Many of the churches 
and other buildings date to before the Civil War. 


Courthouse 


My ancestor William McPike worked on a road from his home on the northern county border, 
to the courthouse in 1783. The original courthouse is long gone, but an early 20th century 
courthouse now stands on the same site. 
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A side trip with my cousin Kenneth Edmondson was also very scenic. We went through 
Johnson City (a city owing its existence to the railroad) and Elizabethton. The Doe river 


covered bridge in Elizabethton is really picturesque. It was built in 1882. 
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Visiting the Carter Mansion was another highlight of our side trip. The mansion was built 
between 1775 and 1780 by John Carter, a prominent early settler of the area. This house is 


still 90% original. Many of the glass window panes are also original, with their wavy thick 
glass. 


John Carter was an entry taker for land entered in East Tennessee, then North Carolina. He 
signed William McPike's land survey. It was so exciting standing in the room where my 
ancestor's document was signed! 


The desk where William McPike's survey was signed in 1779 by John Carter 
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It was so interesting seeing this slab, or brick, of tea. This is the way tea was shipped to early 
America, | never knew that. The tea thrown off the ships during the Boston tea party would 
have looked like this. 


Heading back to Jonesborough we passed this beautiful farm. 
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Some more photos from the town. 
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Tuesday, August 1, 2017 


Resolving Lineage Problems Preparing For 


DAR 
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James Madison McPike bible page "Green Country Quarterly, V4, I. 1, 1983" 


The lineage of William and Obedience McPike demonstrates the problems presented by the 
easy dissemination of information via the internet. It's very easy to spread false information 
quickly, but difficult to pull it back. 


According to a biography by William McPike's granddaughter, Eliza Ann, he was a soldier in 
the Revolutionary War. The only actual documentation we have doesn't actually state he was 
a soldier. It's just a pay voucher from the government of North Carolina. It could be for 
service or for goods he provided to the war effort? | believe it is for service based on what 
his granddaughter stated. The DAR describes it as "Patriotic Service". 


wedding being celebrated in Heltonville, 
Lawrence county, Indiana, in the house in 
which the lady was born August 2, 1831. 
Her father, Nathan Browning, was bern in 
east Tennessee July 30, 1785, and married 
Obedience MePike, whose birth occurred in 
east Tennessee December 31, 1788, and 
who was a daughter of a Revolutionary sol- 
dier. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Browning were 
bern fourteen children: Polly, Amzi, Will- 
iam, Benjamin, Malinda, James, John, Jesse: 
Richard, Joseph W., Amanda J., Eliza A.., 
Leonard M. and an infant. The father of 
this family was a farmer by occupation and 
died in Lawrence county at an advanced age, 
while his wife passed away at the age of 
sixty-five years. In his political views he 
was a Democrat and belonged to the New 
Light church. 


Biography stating Eliza Ann's grandfather William McPike was a Revolutionary War Soldier. A Biographical 
History of Central Kansas page 447. Spouse Robert W. Hughes 
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There are over 400 trees posted at Ancestry.com alone for William and Obedience McPike 
(her maiden name is said to be Holloway). All state this couple came to America from Ireland, 
where they had married. Highly unlikely they married in Ireland since William's family had 
been in Virginia since at least 1755, when a survey was executed for a John McPike on land 
later sold by William. William was likely born around 1750. The Holloway's living near the 
McPike family were also in America well before William and Obedience were married. It 
would also be odd that two daughters’ biographies wouldn't present that interesting fact if it 
were true. | believe it was assumed they came from Ireland more recently because they 
seemed to pop up in Virginia so suddenly. Actually they were there, but no surviving 
documents caught them. 
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All of the Ancestry.com trees give Obedience McPike's maiden name as Holloway, but none 
give any source for that? At another site on the internet | found someone presenting a hint 
regarding this assumption. This post stated that both William McPike and a William Holloway 
appeared together in a Washington County, Tennessee road work order. | looked for a copy 
of this order which appeared in a 1784 Washington County, TN court order book, this book is 
now online at FamilySearch.org. Interesting, but it doesn't prove they were related. 
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There was an Obedience Holloway born in 1799, in Tennessee. Obviously not the same 
person, aS Obedience McPike was born around 1755. It could be Obedience is a commonly 
used name in the Holloway family? Still we need a source for Obedience's maiden name 
being Holloway. 


Many also give William's date of death as 1794. That date came from DAR applications. The 
applications actually state he died sometime after 1794, as this is the last date they found 
him listed in the records. I've actually found him, along with wife Obedience, signing an 1803 
deed in Franklin County, Virginia when he sold John McPike's old survey property from 1755. 
We can now Say he died after 25 Dec1802. 


Obedience's vital information is even more off. Someone looked at a tombstone, which you 
can see at Findagrave, for a granddaughter and assumed this was hers? If you look carefully 
the dates are all 19th Century. Obedience would have been born around the mid 17th 
Century based on the birth years of her children, which range from about 1775 to around 
1795. 


| had hoped that a bible record | had found listed in the "Green County Quarterly, V.4 I. 1983" 
would resolve some of these issues regarding Obedience's maiden name, vital dates and 
places of birth. This bible is purported to be the bible of James Madison McPike (my 
grandfather Charles Forgey's great-uncle). James was the son of William and Obedience 
McPike. Unfortunately the bible only states that James was the son of William McPike with 
Obedience's name added above, maybe at a later date? Not certain when her named was 
added? No maiden name given. 
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The James M. McPike bible entries were copied into the bible all at about the same time. It's 
a work of folk art, with not only dates and names but also drawings. One of the drawings 
refers to the American Revolution but does no mention the fact William McPike served? 
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Also interesting to see the name Obedience is repeated in James's family. We also see the 
surname Browning used as a middle name, which further proves the relationship between 
these families and ties them to records in East Tennessee (my great-grandmother was Isis 
Browning married to William Forgey, the McPike's are her ancestors). The Malinda married to 
Joseph Dayton listed here is actually Malinda Browning. She is named in her father Roger 
Browning's will, in Greene County, Tennessee, as Lina Dayton. All of this information is 


helpful in proving we are related to the McPike family of East Tennessee. The family migrated 
to Indiana, so some linkage is needed. 
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| have good evidence of my lineage up to Obedience, the daughter of William and 
Obedience McPike. This Obedience married Nathan Browning in East Tennessee. | have her 
probate information naming my ancestor Richard Browning as a minor heir of Nathan 
Browning. Obedience is named as a guardian since minor children were considered orphans 
if their father died. Jesse M. McPike, another proven child of William and Obedience McPike, 
was the administrator of Nathan Browning's estate. 
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| made a timeline at Airtable and attached documents to help review problems with the 
McPike lineage. The fact William McPike seemed to be found in so many places does raise 
the question of whether there was more than one man by that name in East Tennessee at the 
same time? The fact William owns land in Virginia and Tennessee at the same time also 
raises some questions? Although that fact may be explained away in that William 

had apparently been raised in Virginia and inherited land there. Much more work needs to be 
done on this lineage and corrections need to be made. Melinda Browning left a bible, 
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whereabouts unknown? That may contain more info on Obedience McPike-Browning and 
possibly her parents William and Obedience McPike? 


| could easily join the DAR based on the service record of my ancestor Benjamin Wray. | 
have solid documentation, and even DNA support, for that lineage. My reason for joining 
based on William McPike's service would be to correct this lineage. At this point | believe 
there isn't actually a strong basis for anyone joining based on his service. We need better 
documentation. | am surprised the DAR would admit anyone without stronger proof? | did find 
an application stating Obedience, William's wife, died in 1828. This differs from all of the 
trees, which took their info from the tombstone misreading. | haven't ordered all of the 
supporting documentation for everyone who applied to the DAR, since this would be too 
costly. | am hoping there is better documentation | haven't seen yet? Is a granddaughter 
stating her grandfather, not by name, was a Revolutionary War soldier enough? Is a pay 
voucher with the name William McPike enough proof? This is the only evidence I've seen so 
far. 


Timeline with documents attached created at Airtable 


Saturday, July 22, 2017 


Many Pennsylvania Deed Books Now Online 


Last fall | blogged about deed books finally being available online at FamilySearch.org. | had 
learned that the books with camera icons were available online. At that time | could find only 
indexes for some of the county books | needed. Looking the other day | found all of the 
books, not just the indexes, are now available for many Pennsylvania counties. 


Counties such as Chester, Lancaster, Philadelphia in the east have all of their old microfilmed 
deed books online. In western Pennsylvania the counties of Greene, and Washington also 
have all of their old microfilmed books digitized and online. These are just a few of the 
counties which have deeds and other land records now online at FamilySearch.org. Most are 
searchable from home, unlike Virginia. Looking at Virginia deeds online generally requires 
that you use the computers at the Family History Centers or Libraries. 
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When | blogged about the deeds last year | shared the fact | found an interesting deed in the 
Chester County Deeds index. I'm not good with the key indexes so | used the Chester 
County government affiliated index online. This is what | posted then: 


"| found an "et al deed" on the Chester County index which appears to be children selling 
parents property? It's a Jacob Urmy ux Susanna et al deed. Sadly this isn't in a book that is 
online at Family Search. The coverage of deeds is spotty. You have to scroll down to see 
which books are still only on microfilm and those that are online." November 2016 


| | —— ed 


This book is now online. | have confirmed that it is a deed regarding the sale of Christian 
Brower and his wife Eve's land by their children. Christian Brower's will didn't include the 
names of his under aged children. My ancestor Susanna was not included in that will. 
Thankfully she is included in this deed along with her husband. By the time her mother Eve 
died she was married. 


Susanna is correctly identified as the wife of Jacob Urmy in the 1806 deed. 
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Here we see all of Christian and Eve Brower's children identified, and Christian and Eve 
named as their parents. We even see a reference to the couple who originally sold the land 
to the Browers along with the date of purchase. 
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There are also digitized deeds available online elsewhere. This is a great post about other 
sites with these records at ThoughtCo. by Kimberly Powell 
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https://www.thoughtco.com/locating-historical-us-deeds-online-1422109. 


I've found gold in the deeds many times. This is just one example of how deeds can verify 
relationships. They are an important source for family history research. 


Wednesday, July 19, 2017 


Virginia Land Survey Books: Finding 
Invisible People 


Surveyors records, 1744-1906 
uthor Augusta County (Virgines surveyor (Main Author 


rmat Manuscript) Manuscript Film 


I've been sorting through the ever increasing number of digitized records now available at 
FamilySearch.org (all of the records with a camera by them are digitized). | recently 
discovered the Survey Books, sometimes referred to as Plat Maps Books. When | saw the 
catalog reference | initially thought "well I'll take a look", but | don't think it will tell me 
anything. These books aren't plat map books showing neighbors property. These show 
individual surveys for land grants. | was wanting to see the names of property line neighbors, 
so wasn't that excited about these books. 


| could not view these Virginia survey books at home; some digitized films are viewable 
from anywhere and some not. Most of the Virginia records are not viewable everywhere, but 
only at an LDS Family History Center or Library. These survey books are only viewable at a 
Family History Center or Library. | found these in the catalog on a Saturday when my local 
FHC was closed. | headed over there Monday to take a look. 


| checked Virginia Land Survey books associated with the counties my ancestors lived in. 
Two of the books were indexed, making my search easier. One book wasn't. My initial index 
search turned up nothing for my surnames. | then noticed that there were more books 
attached to each film digitized. Looking at the additional books | had a big breakthrough! | 
found a John McPike had a land survey dated 1755. | have been researching that exact area 
for around 18 years and never saw a John McPike on any records. Actually I've been 
searching the area for Wrays and Thurmans, ancestors of my great-grandfather William 
Forgey. | had no idea until very recently that my great-grandmother, Isis Browning, also had 
ancestors who once lived in the same area, namely Bedford County, Virginia (now Franklin 
County, VA). | had found a land grant for Isis Browning's great-grandparents, William and 
Obedience McPike, fairly recently, putting them in that area in 1780. The 1780 grant was for 
the same land described in John McPike's survey, 304 acres in Bedford County, Virginia on 
both sides of the Blackwater river. Since we assume William McPike was born about 1750 
John McPike may have been his father? Now | have a new person to trace, and a much 
earlier timeframe for the McPikes in America. We had thought they had come to America 
around 1770 from Northern Ireland. Now we know they were here in 1755. 
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John McPike 1755 Land Survey Bedford County, Virginia (Now Franklin), both sides of the Blackwater River 


The John McPike survey also clears something up. | was surprised that William McPike, who 
was living in Tennessee in 1779, would leave Tennessee then head to Virginia and buy a 304 
acre land grant in 1780, soon after returning to Tennessee? I'm now thinking he returned and 


filed for the grant after the death of John. The land was probably pretty much played out by 
that time, so William returned to Tennessee. 


| actually found a land survey for William McPike dated April 1778. He transferred this land, 
apparently soon after the survey, to Alexander Ferguson. He then appears to migrate to 
Tennessee where he files for a land grant in 1779. 
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William McPike 1778 Bedford County, Virginia 


Now | know the importance of these survey books. They tell us who lived in an area, and give 
us an idea of where the land was located. They may be the only surviving record of a person. 
| Know my family filed surveys which they never proceeded to get a grant for. Looking 
through the surveys you may find more people with the same surname that you never knew 
about. You may also find your ancestors in a county you never knew they were in. These 
surveys go back to colonial days, making them, sometimes, the only record source in some 
areas early on. The earliest survey books I've run across so far go back to 1729 in Caroline 
County, Virginia. I'm sure some books have been lost to fire etc., but many have survived 


giving us a better picture of who was living in an area in colonial and early American times, 
and information on migrations. 


I've learned you never know what you might find in a record, never prejudge. 
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Head over to your nearest LDS Family History Center and take a look, if you haven't already? 
You can check their catalog for online offerings, before your trip over there, here: 
https://familysearch.org/catalog/search 


Enter your county name, but don't include "county" in the search 


Search these family history centers: Select Online from this menu 


Survey book, 1729-1762 


Hbcatsor Salt Lake City, Utah : Filmed by the Genealogical 


Thursday, July 13, 2017 


French Canadian Marriage Contracts 


| received two microfilms for French Canadian notarial records from the Family History 
Library in Salt Lake City, which fill in some gaps in the Catholic Church marriage records. Fr. 
Tanguay had not consulted these records. Without seeing a marriage contract for one of my 
ancestral couples he made a wrong inference regarding Michel Lambert's parents. The 
Catholic Church marriage record, dated 29 Nov 1708 Lotbiniere, Quebec, Canada, left out 
the names of the parents of Michel Lambert and Catherine Louise Grenier. The 

marriage contract does contain the names of Michel's parents. His parents are named 

as Aubin Lambert and Elizabeth Aubert. The contract is dated before the marriage on 24 Nov 
1708 the marriage. 


16890, (4 mars} Québec. 
{—LAMBEKTY (4), Prenne, 
b 1650; 5 25 nov. 1712, 4 St-Antoine-Tilly.* 
LeNonrManp, Marie, [Jean I. 
b 1662; s 13 juin 1712, & St-Nicolas.* 
Michel, b... m 26 noy. 1708, 4 Louise-Catherine 
Grestun, & Lotbiniére ; s 30 avril 1733, a Ste-Croix. 


Wrong parents for Michel Lambert recorded in the Tanguay 


Michel Lambert had contracted a previous marriage. That contract had been nullified. 
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Correct parents for Michel Lambert appear on the marriage contract 


| found a French Canadian marriage contract description written by Suzanne Bolvin 
Sommerville, FCHSM member. The Contract would be based on the "Custom of Paris" 
http://nabitantheritage.org/yahoo_site_admin/assets/docs/Suzanne_MarriageContract.25164 
252.pdf 


The points she makes are as follows: 


1; 


Marriage contracts were generally legal contracts drawn up by notaries. They were 
drawn up by them because there weren't any lawyers in Quebec. 


. Contracts in rural areas without notaries could be drawn up by priests or military 


Officials. 


. The signing was part of a celebration by those in attendance. 


4. The first part of the contract generally contained the names and ages of the couple 


marrying, parishes, and places of origin, current residence and professions. Parents 
names also appear on the contract above. 


. Next would be lists of names of those in attendance. The relationships of those in 


attendance would be given, which is very helpful information. Those in attendance 
were witnesses and counselors to the couple. 


. The future couple then promised to solemnize their marriage in the "Holy Mother 


Church." 


. They then outlined what part of the "Custom of Paris" they wanted included in the 


contract. This would outline how property would be owned by the couple, such as 
which property would be held in common. 


My ancestors’ marriage contract is difficult to read, and badly faded in sections. | can read 
the important relationship information however. Some contracts are more legible than others. 


Here we see an example of how property of parents is being settled in this contract. It states 
what would happen after the death of parents with the inheritance. 
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The notarial records contain many types of legal documents, not just marriage contracts. If 
you know who the notary is in a particular area at a particular time you can search these 
records for your ancestors. The Family History Library microfilms are cataloged by the name 
of the notary. You can search for the name of the notary by keyword. Unfortunately the best 
way to search these records is to order these records on microfilm at your local LDS Family 
History Center. This won't be possible after August 2017 when microfilm rental will no long be 
available from the Family History Library in Salt Lake City. You can visit the Family 

History Library in Salt Lake City, after the rental program ends, and see these microfilms. 


The Family History Library in Salt Lake City is digitizing their microfilm collection and making 
these records available online. It will be a few years before this process is complete. I'm 
hoping the notarial record microfilms end up online eventually. | don't expect to see them 
online anytime soon since they aren't a commonly used sources. If and when they are 
available online | believe they will be easier to read. It will be easier to adjust the size of the 
print and lighten and darken the digital copy. 


If you have details for a particular record you can request it by contacting the National 
Archives of Quebec. | received this contact information when | asked about possibly getting a 
copy through the Archives: 


Frédéric Giuliano 
Archiviste-coordonnateur 
Direction des services aux usagers et aux partenaires 


Bibliotheque et Archives nationales du Québec 
frederic.giuliano@banq.qc.ca 
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AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 


direction. | also research Irish records. 
Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Sunday, July 9, 2017 


My First Visit Ellis Island 


Me standing on the pedestal of the Statue Of Liberty on a hot humid day. Really increased my tan. 


Last Saturday | arrived in New York City for the first time. On Monday | ferried over to Liberty 
Island to view the Statue of Liberty, and then on to Ellis Island. This was a highlight of my life. 
| had a euphoric feeling on the cruise out. Seeing the Statue of Liberty as my Great- 
Grandparents would have seen it was an extremely moving experience. I'll outline some of 
what | learned about the experience of immigrants processing through Ellis Island. Sadly, | 
don't have any stories regarding my ancestors trips through Ellis Island. 


First of all here are a few pics | took going out: 
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Liberty Island is beautiful! Great views of Manhattan too. 
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on! 


My great-great grandfather Christian Koppel and his son Franz were my first ancestors 
who came through Ellis Island. They originally came in 1895. Franz Koppel returned to 
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Inzenhof at some point, and returned again to America on the same ship as his future wife 
Maria Kurta in 1898. Christian also returned to Inzenhof. Returning for another trip 
to Pennsylvania 1899. 


The original wooden building on Ellis Island burned down in 1897. When Christian and Franz 
Koppel arrived in 1895 they were processed there. When Maria and Franz came over in 
1898 they actually processed at the temporary barge building in Battery Park, as was 
Christian in 1899. 


If you traveled first or second class you did not have to pass through Ellis Island 


In February 1900 Maria Kurta-Kappel's father, Johann Kurta, visited the family. The new 
brick building was not open yet, so he also was processed at Battery Park. It was not until 
December of that year that the new building was completed for processing. Apparently 
Johann Kurta and his daughter Maria (my great-grandmother) returned to Inzenhof together. 
She returned to her home, and husband, in Pennsylvania in 1901. She was not yet a citizen, 
and traveled steerage. She would have come again through Ellis Island, this time through the 
current building . 


When Maria Kurta-Kappel's husband relocated to Pittsburgh she again returned to Inzenhof. 
In 1905 she still isn't a citizen and again travels steerage, again she would process through 
Ellis island, and at that point joins her husband in Pittsburgh. This time she travels with her 
young daughter also named Maria. 
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The strings of numbers | highlighted represent later document checks, such as when Maria became a citizen in 
1939. Lookups were also performed for two children in the 1940's. 


When Frank Kappel relocates for work to Chicago Maria takes all but one child back to 
Inzenhof for a final time. My grandfather Rudolph Kapple was born during this visit. 


I'm not sure whether my Irish Grandmother Helen Mullen-Mason came through Ellis Island? | 
have not been able to find a passenger list for her anywhere. It's likely she did come through 
there. The 1897 fire destroyed many passenger lists, and the temporary location created 
problems with the records too. Her sister Bridget Mullen appears on a 1907 passenger list for 
the port of New York. 


They would have disembarked from a ferry taking them to the island at the same place | 
disembarked. 
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To get to Ellis Island and America immigrants would have to buy a ticket from a shipping 
agent. My ancestors would have had to also buy a train ticket from the Austro-Hungarian 
border area to either ports in Germany or Belgium. 


The ship tickets were generally on large sheets of paper. | was thinking they are so much 
larger than the tickets printed at the airport, but if you print your ticket at home it is on an 8 
1/2 by 11 inch piece of paper. Many of the ship tickets were much larger than 8 1/2 by 11 
however. They were sometimes huge certificates. Not so easy to lose. The passengers had 
to pay for a round trip ticket in case they didn't pass the inspection at Ellis Island. Steerage 
tickets were inexpensive, the average cost of a ticket was $30. 


Immigrants would walk into the processing building loaded down with their belongings. They 
would receive a numbered tag for processing. 
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Ship ticket. It's really large 


The first room the immigrants arrived in was the baggage room. They could check their bags, 
but many didn't because luggage was often lost or stolen. Sometimes immigrants had to pay 
unscrupulous private contractors large sums of money to get their luggage back. 
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The immigrants would have to climb stairs to enter the registry room where their processing 
would take place. 


Registry Room were the procession was conducted. This room still contains some original benches. 


The physical inspection would begin at the upstairs landing. The medical inspectors were 
waiting at the top. They would take note of anyone who had difficulty climbing the stairs. A 
more extensive physical examination would take place including an exam for the eye disease 
trachoma. A button hook was used to lift the eyelids for this exam. | would hate that. Hate 
anyone touching my eyes. An excellent hospital was built on the island in 1902. If someone 
had a curable disease they were treated at this hospital, and often admitted to the 

country after recovery. Hundreds of babies were born on the island, and 3000 people died 
there. 
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Hospital equipment 


Uniformed inspectors would interview the immigrants regarding their plans, and means of 
support. Uniformed officials were intimidating to many immigrants who were escaping military 
service or had been subjected to government oppression in their homeland. 
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Most immigrants were admitted to the country. Those singled out for further questioning and, 
or, inspection would have an X mark or SI noted by the number on the passenger list. SI 
meant they were held for a special inquiry hearing. Other letter marks signified suspected 
illnesses, such as H for heart etc.. Most of these immigrants were — admitted. 
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Affidavit of the Master or Commanding Officer. or Piret or Seoond Oificer. Affidavit of Surseon. 


Whole group of people held. One had a special inquiry hearing as noted by SI 


At one point IQ tests began to be administered. These tests involved piecing together a 
puzzle. Most immigrants passed. They were given several opportunities to pass. 


Translators at Ellis Island were often either immigrants, or from immigrant families. These 
translators sometimes assisted the immigrants by giving them the right answers to the 
inspection questions. 


The inspectors kept office hours. If you arrived late in the day and couldn't complete 
inspection you would spend the night in dormitories located above the registry room. 


Typical stay on Ellis Island was round 3 hours, although you could be there much longer 
depending on the number of immigrants, and your particular situation as far as detention. 
None of my family members were detained. 


al 


Men's dormitory bunks for overnight stays 
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Men's bunks 


Only one toilet for many people 
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Balcony with doors leading to dorms. Women's dorms right men left. 


Women's dorm room 


After completing processing you would be directed to the separation staircase, which 
contained 3 aisles. One aisle lead to the New York City ferry, another lead to the train station 
for those heading away from New York City. Those who were detained or marked B to be 
sent back were sent down the center aisle of this staircase. Many being sent back or 
detained didn't know the significance of the separate aisles. They were marked with chalked 
marks on their clothing. Some immigrants were wise to these marks. Those marked for 
detainment or return sometimes wiped the chalk mark off and joined the crowds leaving the 
island. Not sure how many managed to subvert the process and make it to freedom? 
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Three aisle separation staircase 


My ancestors didn't stay in New York and therefore headed for the train station in New Jersey 
by ferry. The station, built in 1889, still stands but is abandoned. About 10.5 million 
immigrants entered the country through this station. Interesting there is a street named 
Houston in New York. This caused confusion with some immigrants wanting to go to this 
street being sent instead to trains heading for Houston, Texas. 


Railway station my ancestors would have left from in New Jersey 


| saw some railroad tables for the trains my ancestors would have taken on display at Ellis 
Island. They would have taken the Lehigh Valley train to the Allentown area. Bridget Mullen 
and Maria Kappel would have taken the train to Chicago also. 
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Train time table Lehigh Valley 
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Railroad table Chicago 


| loved my trip to Ellis Island. | could feel the presence of my ancestors like never before. | 
highly recommend visiting there. 


Of course you don't have to go to Ellis Island to search the passenger lists in the room 
pictured below. You can search the Ellis Island passenger search on their website. 
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The Freedom Tower elevator had a great video presentation on the way to the top. If you 
stop this video around the year your ancestor came you can see the New York they saw 
when they arrived in America. 


World Trade Center elevator video 


Wednesday, June 21, 2017 


French Canadian Ancestors: Surprising 
finds, and pronunciation counts 
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7 at the een Paris 


Focusing on reading the documents related to French Canadian ancestors in lines leading 
back to Paris I've discovered some interesting information, such as ancestor Gervais 
Lambert was a Churchwarden, and other ancestors living into extreme old age. Also found an 
ancestor who was an edge tool maker. Found something surprising at the end of today's 
search. 


Aurelie Lambert certainly had many Parisian ancestors on her tree! | haven't found any in the 
Masson line so far. Appears she had 4 filles du roi ancestors from Paris, and 1 male ancestor 
who migrated from Paris to Quebec. Today I'm documenting Anne Perrault's ancestry. Anne 
migrated to Quebec from Paris as a fille du roi. 


I've gone over Aurelie's family documentation in my previous two blog posts. This time 

I'll start deeper into her tree, with Grandmother Madeleine Lamy, who married Joseph 
Lambert Sr.. Her marriage record states her parents were Joseph Lamy and 

Madeleine decotaux .There is no marriage record for a Madeleine Decotaux and Joseph 
Lamy. We slam into a wall immediately, again. Online trees give this Madeleine's full name as 
Madeleine Genevieve Lefebvre Decoteaux. Sounds like we are dealing with dit names again. 
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There is a marriage record for Madeleine Lefebvre and a Joseph Lamy. | need to verify this is 
the correct couple by confirming Decotaux is one of Madeleine's names. Her marriage record 
to Joseph Lamy on 10 February 1749, in Louiseville, doesn't confirm this. It actually gives 
Madeleine's name as Magdeleine Lefaivre, a phonetic spelling of her surname. Her father's 
name is Pierre Lefaivre. 
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| now look to her birth record to see if it confirms Decotaux as one of her names? Yes it 
actually does! Her birth record states her father's name was Pierre Lefebvre dit Decoteaux, 
phonetically the same as Decotaux. Obviously his daughter Madeleine used the same dit 
name. 


fran Je 


ve te 


Assured that | have the correct marriage document | can now use the names listed to go 
another generation back. | now follow Madeleine Lefebvre dit Decotaux's husbands line, 
which leads back to Anne Perrault. His parents are given as Etienne Lamy and Marguerite 
Blay. To document Anne's line | need to follow the Blay line. A problem crops up because 
many online trees state the name is Blais, not Blay. This could be a phonetic spelling as the 
name Blais may contain a silent "S"? This video confirms the "S" is silent 
https://Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=gmhvfDmVdcE 
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Joseph Lambert's baptismal record gives his mother's surname as Blay. His godmother is 
also a Blay. He was baptized 21 March 1723 in Berthier, at St-Gabriel and Kildare. 


Joseph's mother Marguerite Blay or Blais died 6 May 1765 in Yamachiche, Quebec. Bringing 


this family into the area where all my lines meet. Her name is again spelled similarly 
as Blaye, her husband's name is given as Etienne Lamy. 
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Unfortunately the marriage record in the Catholic Church records for Etienne Lamy and 
Marguerite Blay or Blais hasn't survived. A marriage contract dated 11 February 1714 has 
survived. It gives Marguerite's name as Blais, and her father is named as Pierre Blais. Her 
mother's name is given as Anne Perreau, instead of Perrault. This is another phonetic 
spelling as both are pronounced the same way. We find Anne's surname spelled Perrot, 
Perrault, Perreau etc, all are pronounced the same in French. Aux, eau, and ot endings are 
all pronounced O. Even the ault ending is pronounced O. Now | need the marriage record for 
Pierre Blais and Anne Perrault, or a similarly pronounced spelling. 


There is indeed a surviving marriage record for Pierre Blais and target ancestor Anne 
Perrault. They were married in St-Famille, Quebec in 1668. It confirms her family Parish as 
St. Sulpice, Paris. Anne's name is spelled Perrot here. 
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| was very surprised to find that Anne Perrault, Perrot etc., died the same day my ancestor 
Marguerite Blais was born, on 29 June 1688 in St-Jean, Quebec. Evidently dying in 
childbirth. Anne was 45 when Marguerite was born, which may have led to complications 
with the birth? Marguerite's baptismal record states Anne was defunct when she was 
baptized. She was probably baptized on the day she was born. 
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Sadly I've reached the targeted ancestor Anne Perrault only to find out my ancestor never got 


to know her Parisian mother Anne. Pierre Blais married again soon after Anne's death. 
Hopefully Marguerite was well treated by her stepmother? 


So far I'm finding my "French In Action" studies have helped me read the dates on the 
documents. These documents are easy to read once you pick up on the key words, and 
phrases used. There were standard phrase used in these documents. These documents can 
contain interesting insights into the lives of our ancestors. | encourage everyone to read 
them. 


Saturday, June 17, 2017 


French Canadian Research: The importance 
of godparents and notarial records 
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Still reading through the actual Quebec Catholic Church records that link the generations. I'm 
focusing on lines that go back to Parisian origins. | have copied hundreds of supposed 
ancestors from PRDH. | have not read through every document for the 200 or more 
ancestors I've found at PRDH. | have been slowly reviewing these records. I've posted 
copies of the documents for some of my lines on this blog before. I'm focusing on those with 
Parisian links since | just returned from Paris. 


Today my target line is Lambert. My goal is to prove fille du roi Elisabeth Aubert is a direct 
ancestor. She was also a Parisian before migrating to Quebec. Like Catherine Clerice her 


family lived in the St-Sulpice Parish. She is also an ancestor of Aurelie Lambert. 


Now | begin with Aurelie Lambert once again. 
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Looking at Aurelie's parents' marriage document we see that her parents were Joseph 
Lambert and Marie Ferron who married 15 August 1808 in Yamachiche This time following 
the Lambert line back we focus on the parents of Joseph Lambert. In order to take the 
Lambert line back we need his parents marriage record to get Aurelie Lambert's 
grandparents’ names. 


| was able to find an original marriage record for Joseph Lambert and Marie Ferron. Joseph 
Lambert's parents names are given as Joseph Lambert and Antoinette Lami, according to the 
marriage record. | searched for their marriage record. | couldn't find one for them. Already we 
hit a brickwall. There are family members listed on the Lambert/Ferron marriage document. 
According to the document Joseph had a brother named Augustin Lambert, and an uncle 
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named Gervais Lambert. | found an Augustin Lambert who married an Angelique Dessert in 
Louiseville, Quebec. Louiseville borders Yamachiche. This Augustin's parents are Joseph 
Lambert and Madeleine Lamy, not Antoinette Lamy. Augustin Lambert and Angelique Dessert 
married on 1 September 1806. Both of his parents are said to be dead. Both of my ancestor 
Joseph's parents are said to be dead when he married in 1808. Sounds like Antoinette isn't 
the correct first name? There are no marriage records for an Augustin Lambert with a mother 
named Antoinette either. 


Looking at Gervais Lambert records he married a Madeleine Lamy 02 October 1775 
Yamachiche, Québec (evidently a cousin of Joseph Lambert's wife). This appears to be the 
Gervais described as the uncle of Joseph Lambert? His parents are Gervais Lambert and 


Marie Paul. 
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A Gervais Lambert and Marie Paul married in Sorel, Quebec on 20 May 1748 (Gervais 
occupation was churchwarden). Gervais Lambert's parents are said to be Michel Lambert 
and Louise Grenier. 


The marriage record at the online PRDH for Michel Lambert and Lousie Garnier Grenier 
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states they married in the Chapel of St. Croix, Lotbiniere on 29 November 1708. 


To establish a link between my ancestor Joseph Lambert, married to Marie Ferron, | now 
looked into the possibility that Antoinette wasn't Joseph's mother's name. | found a Joseph 
Lambert born to Joseph Lambert and Marguerite Lamy. He was born in Louiseville, Quebec 
on 9 March 1777. Looking for information on his mother | found she was born in Yamachiche 
where there is indeed a street currently named Lamy. 
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Joseph's father was born 29 September 1750 in Louiseville, Quebec. He was born to Gervais 
Lambert and Marie Paul as stated in the marriage record. 
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To try to find even more circumstantial evidence for a connection between Joseph 

Lambert and these families | looked at the baptismal records for all of his children. | was 
interested in the godparents of his children. This paid off because a sister was a godparent. 
One of the keys to establishing a link to Joseph and Madeinline Lamy was a baptismal record 
for Marie Felicite Lambert. She was said to be the daughter of Joseph Lambert and Marie 
Ferron, in her baptismal record. Her godmother was Marie Euphrosine Lambert, the record 
states she is her tante, or Aunt, her husband was recorded as Francois Bourre. 


Euphrosine Lambert married Francois Bourre in Louiseville, Quebec on 21 January 1799. 
Her parents are said to be Joseph Lambert and Madeleine Lamy. This seems to confirm 
Joseph's mother was Madeleine and not Antoinette, since the baptismal record indicates 
Marie Euphrosine is his sister. Madeleine died when her son Joseph was about 10 years old. 
It's possible he didn't know her name, or someone else provided the name Antoinette? 
There is more evidence that Joseph was son of Joseph Lambert and Madeleine Lamy. 
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Another child's baptismal record also provides a clue. Tarsile Lambert was another child of 
Joseph Lambert and Marie Ferron. The child's godmother was Marguerite Crevier the second 
wife of Augustin Lambert. This Augustin was the son of Joseph Lambert and Madeleine Lamy 
(oddly Tarsile was again baptized a year later? Maybe there was a falling out with Augustin 
and his wife?) 
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Here is the marriage record for Augustin Lambert and Madeleine Crevier explaining that he 
was a widower. His first marriage record states his parents names. Augustin and a Gervais 
Lambert appear on baptismal certificates for the children of Joseph Lambert and Marie 
Ferron. 
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How do we further establish a tie with the Lambert family of the Louiseville area, and the 
family of St-Croix, Lotbinaire? Gervais Lambert and Marie Hus Paul had another son named 
Eustache Lambert. He was born in 1856 in Louiseville, Quebec. His godfather was Eustache 
Lambert. | assume this is Gervais’ brother? According to the elder Eustache's marriage 
record his parents were Michel Lambert and Louise Grenier of St. Croix, Quebec. 
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| feel the circumstantial case for my Joseph Lambert being the son of Joseph Lambert and 
Madeleine Lamy is strong. The fact his uncle is Gervais Lambert son of Michel Lambert and 
Louise Lambert is also a strong link. Eustache'’s marriage record naming St-Croix as his 
parents place of origin further strengthens the ties. 


Taking the family line further we also run into some disagreements with existing compiled 
genealogies. Joseph Lambert Sr.'s parents would be Michel Lambert and Louise Grenier, as 
stated on his marriage record. According to Father Ciprien Tanguay, lived 1819-1902, 
compiler of "Dictionnaire généalogique des Familles Canadiennes depuis la fondation de la 
colonie jusqu’a nos jours " a genealogical dictionary of early families, Michel Lambert was the 
son of Pierre Lambert and Marie LeNormand. This was a guess on Fr. Tanguay's part 
because the marriage record he would have seen didn't contain the names of Michel's 
parents. Since then additional research has uncovered a notarial record naming Michel's 
parents. This is a partial transcription of Michel Lambert and Louise Grenier's marriage 
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contract from Wikitree "Michel Lambert fils de Aubin Lambert et de Elisabeth Aubert ces pére 
et mere habitant Dem(eurant) en pa parr(oisse) de Saint nicollas." 


To further prove this line we turn to the marriage record of Aubin Lambert and Elisabeth 
Aubert. They married 29 September 1670, Quebec. 
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Aubin Lambert's dit name was Champagne, as stated in the above marriage record. Michel 
Lambert's dit name was also Champagne as seen in this baptismal document. This is a 
baptismal record for Michel Lambert and Louise Grenier's daughter Angelique. Michel's dit 
name is recorded here as Champagne. Further proof that Aubin Lambert dit Champagne is 
his father. . 


The marriage record for Aubin Lambert and Elisabeth Aubert brings me to todays target 
Parisian ancestor. Elisabeth Aubert's parents parish is recorded as St-Sulpice, Paris. She 
was not baptized there however. Elisabeth was baptized on 13 April 1648. At that time the 
new St-Sulpice church was just being built. She was instead baptized at Saint-Jacques-de-la- 
Boucherie. Only the beautiful tower of that church still stands. The church was built in the 
16th Century in the flamboyant gothic style. When | was in Paris a couple weeks ago | didn't 
realize the church had a family connection. | walked over to the old church tower thinking it 
would lead to a church. Instead | just found the lone tower standing by itself. It really is 
beautiful, and towers over the lower buildings in the area, making it easy to spot. 
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According to some information posted at Wikitree the Aubert family lived on the Pont au 
Change near the Conciergerie in Paris. Yes, people actually had houses built on this bridge. 
A flood wiped out the bridge in the 1600's and it was rebuilt at the expense of the occupants. 
| assume that is why the names of the occupants are known? | loved spending time looking 
at the river when | was in Paris. A walk or boat ride along the beautiful Seine is a highlight of 
a visit to Paris. | suspect the river wasn't very nice when the Aubert family live on that bridge? 


In closing godparents names, and Notarial records can resolve problems and fill in gaps in 
French Canadian Catholic Church records. 
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| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 


ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Thursday, June 15, 2017 


Reviewing My French Canadian Research 
After Visit To France 


. 


Search This 
Blog 


My Blog List 


Geneabloggers 
Blogiversary 
Spotlight: Empty 
Branches on the 
Family Tree 

2 days ago 


Arlene Eakle's 
Tennessee Blog 
The DAR, The 
WPA, and your 
Genealogy 

3 years ago 


Followers 


| visited Paris for the first time in early June of this year. | was primarily there as a tourist 
sightseeing. | decided to take a look a couple of the churches in Paris with ties to our family. 
My ancestors Jacques Lussier and Catherine Clerice were from Paris. They migrated to 
Quebec in the 17th Century. Catherine Clerice was a fille du roi. Filles du roi were single 
French women imported into Quebec in order to marry. There was a shortage of 
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marriageable women in New France. Orphans and women with limited opportunities for Followers (113) Next 
marriage in France were offered free passage to Quebec. Be 
Now that I'm back from France I'm taking another look at the documentary proof | have for E-} 2 


my relationship to my Parisian ancestors. Here | begin with Jacques Lussier and Catherine 
cere ae a 
Sh | 


Going over my documentation to prove my relationship with Jacques Lussier and his wife 


Catherine Clerice | begin with Aurelie Lambert born 1813 in St-Leon, Quebec. 
nae 
— — Dr 


| already have firm documentation up until Aurelie. | had difficulty finding her birth record, Favorite Links 


and just found it recently. | found Aurelie Lambert and Pierre Masson's marriage record many Burgenland Bunch 
years ago. Pierre Masson and Aurelie Lambert married 7 Jan 1833 in St. Leon, Quebec. hese anal 
According to that record Aurelie's parents were Joseph Lambert and Marie Ferron. This is the Genealogy 
beginning of the line leading to Jacques Lussier and Catherine Clerice. 
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Aurelie's birth record also confirms her parent names, which are the same as her marriage Pm 2020 (18) 
fecote: > 2019 (16) 
, ; ; ; Pm 2018 (22) 
So far so good. We go back another generation by looking for a marriage for Aurelie's 
parents. There is a surviving marriage record. Even though Quebec has many great surviving > 2017 (31) 
Catholic church records sometimes pages are seriously damaged, or are missing. In this Pm 2016 (24) 
case the page is still legible, and hasn't been removed. This record names the parents of 
Aurelie's mother Marie Ferron. Jospeh Lambert and Marie Ferron married 15 August 1808 in m 2015 (30) 
Yamachiche. It's Marie Ferron's mother Therese Noel's line that links to Jacques Lussier and > 2014 (53) 
Catherine Clerice. > 2013 (59) 
> 2012 (76) 
Pm 2011 (94) 
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The next step is to check Marie Ferron's parents marriage record to find the names of her 
maternal grandparents, which will lead to Jacques and Clerice's line. There is a marriage 
record for Claude Ferron and Therese Noel still surviving. Claude Ferron and Therese Noel 
married 30 September 1782 in Yamachiche. Yamachiche, where Aurelie Lambert's parents, 
and grandparents, married bordered St. Leon. Apparently Aurelie and husband Pierre 
Masson lived on the border with Yamachiche, in St Leon as there is a street named Rue Du 
Masson near Yamachiche, and a nearby street in Yamachiche with another family name 


Lamy. 
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From here | follow Aurelie Lambert's maternal line grandmother, and Marie Ferron's 
mother, Therese Noel's line. Here we hit a snag because there are no marriage records for 
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the couple named as Therese's parents? According to the above marriage record her parents 
were Francois Noel and Agathe Texier. The family couldn't be extended any farther back if 
not for notarial records. These records fill in the gaps that can occur when the Catholic 
church records fall short. 


There is a marriage record for a Francois Midelet and Agathe Tessier, however. This couple 
married 5 Mar 1764 in Berthier-en-Haut, Quebec, Canada. This parish is 24 miles from 
Yamachiche. This is the closest match, but a link must be established. Since the French use 
dit names, which are additions to the family name, Midelet may be a dit name? They were 
often used to separate family lines. These names could be descriptive of the place of origin in 
France the person was from, or a personality trait. The dit names can be passed down. A 
person or family can change their dit name, it isn't fixed. The dit name may also become the 
family name, then becoming a fixed name. Dit names create confusion when trying to follow 
someone in documents. 
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Midelet may have been a dit name? It appears Francois Noel and Francois Midelet are 
indeed the same person. A notarial record links Francois Noel, of Yamachiche, and 
Geneveive Forcier, the mother of Agathe Tessier listed in the marriage record. Later records 
list Francois Noel dit Breton, so he may have picked up another dit name associated with the 
place in France he came from. There is only one record in the thousands of pages of records 
for Quebec with the name Midelet, and that is the marriage record I've referred to. It would 
appear that was a mistake, a dit name was changed, or there was an intentional effort to 
mislead? | can't find the Parish he was supposedly from in France either? 


"In 1765, Genevieve Forcier widow of Ignace Tessier, ratified an agreement with Francois 
Noél (who dropped the name of Midelet), a farmer from Yamachiche, husband of Agathe 
Tessier (National Archives of Quebec in Montreal, notary's office Barthélemy Faribault, April 
1765). " French version: "En 1765, Genevieve Forcier veuve d’Ilgnace Tessier ratifie une 
convention avec Francois Noél (qui laisse tomber le nom de Midelet), farinier de 
Yamachiche, 6époux d’Agathe Tessier (Archives nationales du Québec a Montréal, greffe du 
notaire Barthélemy Faribault, 22 avril 1765)." This information regarding a notarial record 
appears on a website forum called site L'Autochtone de référence en généalogie 
Ameérindienne au Québec. 


| can now document the line further. | now need to switch to the paternal line of Agathe 
Tessier. Her father Ignace Tessier's line links to the Parisian line. | need the marriage record 
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for Ignace Tessier and Genevieve Forcier, parents of Agathe Tessier. There is a marriage 
record indexed under these names, but the actual record says Pierre Tessier and Genevieve 
Forcier? Not Ignace. They married married 7 Jan 1732 in Saint Michel, Yamaska, Quebec. 
The first couple of children born in Yamaska after the marriage have baptismal records with 
parents named as Pierre Tessier and Genevieve Forcier. The records of their later children 
name their parents as Ignace Tessier and Genevieve Forcier. Could be his name was Pierre 
Ignace Tessier? In many cases | see either of two, or even more names, used 
interchangeably in the records by many of these early settlers. They can switch between first 


and middle names in records. 
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His name is recorded as Ignace Texier in his death record. He died 18 Jan 1764 in Berthier- 
En-Haut, Quebec, Canada 16 miles from where he married and several children were born. 
Berthier-En-Haut is the same place where his daughter Agathe Tessier married Francois 


Midelet Noel. 
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I'm confident that the Pierre Tessier and Genevieve Forcier, as listed in the marriage 

record, are my ancestors. So now | need to verify Ignace Tessier Sr. and Marguerite Lussier's 
parents. Lucky there is a marriage record for this couple. They were married 23 May 1703 in 
Repentigny, Quebec, Canada. Repentigny is closer to Montreal than the other locations 
mentioned above. Jacque Luissier and Catherine Clarisse are named as parents of 
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Marguerite in a birth record also still surviving. I've now documented the line down to this 
couple. The names are a better match. No doubts regarding this connection. 
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The baptismal certificate for Marguerite seems to state her parents are Jacques Lhussier and 
Catherine Clerice. Not easy to read. 
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The final record connecting Jacques Lussier and Catherine Clerice to their Paris parishes is 
their marriage record. It states Jacques' parish was St. Eustache, Paris, and Catherine's 


family parish was St. Sulpice. 
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| don't have a copy of the notarial record for Francois Noel and Genevieve Forcier. This 
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record is essential to establishing this line. | will enquire into getting a copy of this document 
if that is possible? If anyone has a copy they would be willing to share | would appreciate it. 


Here are the pictures | took of St. Sulpice a parish which several of my ancestors originated 
from including Catherine Clerice. The current church was being built while Catherine was 
living in Paris. The only part complete during her time there was a chapel within the church. 
Catherine left France in 1671 from the port of Dieppe. 
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This is the oldest part of the church. It was remodeled in the 18th century. 
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St-Eustache Church, the parish of Jacques Lussier, is much older than Ste-Sulpice. Built 
between 1532 and 1632. Below are some of the pictures | took of the interior. 
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Ste-Eustache photo from creative commons 
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Wednesday, May 3, 2017 


Evaluating AncestryDNA Matches 


AncestryDNA now has 4 million testers, making their database of testers the largest in the 
field. The new numbers caused me to think about what this large comparison database has 
done for my genealogy? 


I've written many times about how | work with my DNA results. I've been using segment data 
to build a chromosome map with "Genome Mate Pro". That got me thinking. Without the 
segment data what has AncestryDNA provided me with? | have been able to verify my paper 
trail based on some strong matches at Ancestry. By strong matches | mean they share a 
substantial amount of DNA. 


These days | generally only look at the matches predicted to be 4th cousins or closer. 
Actually | generally only feel most interested in 3rd or closer. Just out of curiosity. | always 
hope they might be persuaded to upload elsewhere. It's also interesting to see how we are 
related. | have no brickwalls in those generations however. Without the segment data they 
provide nothing of genealogical relevance. So far they've provided me with no additional 
family information either. Some have had basically no information at all and are adopted, or 
are estranged from their birth families. Maybe some day someone will come forward with 
some pictures or additional info? 


| received a message from a match that | sent a request to compare with at GEDmatch. | got 
her reply yesterday. She basically said she was afraid GEDmatch wasn't secure enough. She 
also said she didn't see any use for segment data. She made connections at AncestryDNA 
without it. | explained that if your match doesn't have a large family tree you won't know if you 
are related to that person on more than one family line. 


To get a clearer picture regarding what I've gotten and what AncestryDNA, sans segment 
data, can provide | decided to take a look at how many matches actually have a tree with an 
ancestral couple related to me. | searched using the hints filter. 

Instead of using my results | used my mother's. My father had a great deal of immigrant 


ancestry, with some French Canadian. I'm related to most French Canadian matches on 
several lines, making identifying the common DNA ancestors impossible. 


First Cousins 
None 


irst Cousins once removed 
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2nd Cousins once removed 


3rd Cousins and once removed 


24 


4th Cousins and once removed 


41 


5" cousins and once removed 


20 


6" cousins and once removed 


43 


7 cousin 


According to AncestryDNA my mother has four 3rd cousins. Her age probably threw the 


calculations off. Instead she has 24. Most are once removed, but a few are 3rd cousins. 


Taking this a step further how many family lines are represented? Out of the 135 matches 


that have an ancestral couple matching, 79 are from one family. The Roller/Zirkle family.More 


than half. 


et a eee eee: 


10 Jacob ROLLER 

b: 14 Feb 1762 

p: Rockingham Co., VA 
m: 30 Mar 1791 

p: Rockingham, Virginia 
d: abt 1861 

p: Scott Co., VA 


11 Eva ZIRKLE 

b: abt 1773 

Shenandoah County, Virginia 
21 Apr 1858 

Scott County, Virginia 


be ae 


20 Johannes Roller 


b 
é 


2 
b 
d 


: 1726 
: 1816 


1 Anna Acker 


abt 1787 


22 Lewis ZIRKLE 


b 
d 


2 
b 
d 


: abt 1740 
: 1815 


2 Marv Magdalene ROUSH 


44 Johann Ludwig ZIRKLE 
45 Maria Eva Bear 
46 Johann Adam ROUSH 


47 Susanna Sehler 


a wie attr 
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Fifty-six other matches, with matching ancestors, are scattered throughout other families, 
with Browning the second most represented. 


Eve Zirkle was my mother's 3rd great-grandmother, and over half of the Roller/ Zirkle 
matches appear to descend from her. According to the book "Genetic Genealogy in Practice", 
by Blaine T. Bettinger and Debbie Parker Wayne, a third great-grandparent could share as 
much as 3.125%, on average, with you. Looking at my chromosome map it does look like 
Eve Zirkle shares that amount, or more, with my mother. Did she get more than the usual 
amount of DNA from Eve Zirkle, which would account the overwhelming number of matches 
coming from this family? Her matches are with both Zirkle, Eve's father, and Roush, Eve's 
mother's family. 


I've marked the Zirkle/Roush matches segments on this map: 
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To answer the question whether 3rd great-grandmother Eve Zirkle contributed more than the 
average of 3.125 percent of DNAI needed to see what that amount of sharing would look like 
in a chromosome browser.. Here is roughly what an around 3.125% share would look like. 


csenvreefevrestwvwewe-# 
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If the chromosome lengths are about accurate it does look like my mother may have inherited 
a little bit more than the average DNA share from her 3rd great-grandmother. The Zirkle and 
Roush family tended to marry cousins, which could account for more than average amounts 
of DNA passed down. 

What has this demonstrated to me? Zirkle/Roush descendants predominate my match list, 
and using the shared match feature the Roller/Zirkle, and Zirkle/ Roush, numbers overwhelm 
all other matches. This is true at the other companies also 


| do believe if AncestryDNA provided a segment data sharing option | could fill in the 
chromosome map for other family lines, which are less well represented. Without the 
segment information over 1000 matches aren't connected with any family because they lack 
large enough trees, or have no trees at all. You can jump to conclusions using the shared 
match feature, but you never know whether you're related to someone more than once? Or 
it's a coincidence you share the same match? A segment map is the only way to confirm 
which line someone is related on. 


Out of the 135 matches, with matching tree ancestors, only about 15 have uploaded to a 
place where we can compare segments. 


During this exercise | did find a couple more matches who have uploaded elsewhere. One of 
these matches shares two different family lines with me. One being the Zirkle/Roush line. 
Adding her information to "Genome Mate Pro" | was able to determine she matches through 
Zirkle/Roush, and not my Browning line. 


At this point | continue to check for close matches at AncestryDNA out of curiosity, and in 
hopes someone may come forward with more information. | also check for my brickwall 
Campbell line, which so far hasn't produced any results. | keep checking GEDmatch for more 
AncestryDNA matches. Sadly few AncestryDNA matches upload there, and the ones who do 
can't be easily found on the AncestryDNA match list. They also often don't have good trees, 
or any trees posted. 


The last point | would like to make is | used the Google chrome extension to come up with 
the many of the facts I presented. | was able to quickly search my notes, and search for user 
names.This tool provides better search capabilities than AncestryDNA offers.. 


Monday, April 3, 2017 


MyHeritage DNA: Comparing Longest 
Segments 


| heard some negative reviews regarding MyHeritage DNA. | decided to compare their results 
with other companies who provide cM segment numbers. I'm mainly looking at the longest 
segment here. | should say | haven't purchased a kit. | uploaded my raw data using the free 
upload offer. 


e Here we see a match who shares 16cM's on the longest segment according to 
Family Tree DNA, and 18.4 according to MyHeritage. According to Family Tree 
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DNA the total cM's shared are 41. According to MyHeritage the total is 39.3 cMs. 
These are very typical differences between companies and GEDmatch too. 


Match Dat= Reletionship Range Shared Longest Block = X-Match 
Centimorgant 
O2st4s2014 ard Cousin - Sth Cousin a 16 
3rd - 5th cousin o 


DNA Match quality @ 


- Here is a comparison of longest segments between MyHeritage 
and the others: 


Company and Tester | Longest Segment | Company and Tester |Longest Segment 
MyHeritage Tester DC 18.4 MyHeritage AG 29.6 
Family Tree DNA DC 16 __23andMe AG 26.2 
Difference 2.4 Difference 3.4 
MyHeritage JM 22,2 MyHeritage EP 28.2 
23andMe JM 19.9 23andMe EP 25.3 
Difference 2.3 Difference 2.9 
MyHeritage RT 12.8 My Heritage DK 16.1 
23andMe 8.7 23andme DK 14.6 
Difference 4A ‘Difference 1.5 
MyHeritage JD 13.5 MyHeritage HK 23.5 
23andMe JD 13.1 23andMe HK 22.3 
Difference 0.4 Difference 1.2 
MyHeritage BM 16.2 MyHeritage SB 32.6 
23andMe BM 15.5 Gedmatch SB 30.7 
Difference 0.7 Difference 1.9 


| find the differences in the length of longest segments to be comparable when comparing 
between any two companies or GEDmatch. | wouldn't hesitate testing with them if they offer 
a chromosome browser. The only downside to testing with them at this point is a small 
database to compare with. | have only two pages or match while my mother has five. 
Hopefully they can attract many more people to test with them? 


Wednesday, March 29, 2017 
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My First Impressions of AncestryDNA's 
Genetic Communities 


| first heard about AncestryDNA's genetic communities from the Roots Tech live stream in 
February. The communities were said to use Ancestry's large genetic data collection to group 
people according to locations, based on genetic data. These groups are called communities. 
Some communities are both regional and ethnically based. 


| have to say | was disappointed when | finally saw my own results yesterday. | was 
disappointed because we were told of the possibility of finding unknown information, or 


additional confirmation of our lineages. | learned nothing new personally. 


The biggest problem | see so far is much of what is illustrated on the maps presented 
basically just shows migrations of your cousins. Not information about your own ancestors. 


Here is an example of the information provided for my mother: 


She has two communities Early Settlers of the Lower Mideast & Virginia, and Settlers of the 
Alleghenies & Northeast Indiana. The dots reflect mostly migrations of my mother's cousins. 
Her father's, Charles Forgey's, distant ancestors generally arrived in America through 
Pennsylvania prior to the Revolutionary War. All of his ancestors ended up in Indiana by 
1820. My mother's genetic map covers all of those places. Dots also cover Missouri and 
Arkansas. Places my mother's ancestors never lived. Her distant cousins settled in those 
states. This could be confusing for people who don't know their ancestry. 


| would like to see subgroupings for my mother. The lack of subgroups means the information 
as it stands is useless. The area covered is too broad. Odd my mom doesn't have an Indiana 
subgroup because her ancestors were all in Indiana by the 1820's, and some before that 
even? Her father was born in Indiana too. The family had been living in the Jackson County 
area of Indiana for 80, and more, years before my grandfather was born. 


My mother's communities reflects half of her ancestry. Her mother being Nicaraguan. Oddly 
my mother isn't in the Nicaraguan community? 


The fact my mother's father had early American roots seemed to help with the quality of her 
genetic community results. My results only cover a very small slice of my Ancestry. This 
presents a problems for adoptees and others who know very little about their heritage. They 
might assume the map shows all places of origin of their ancestors, or at least a significant 
portion. My communities reflect about 20% of my heritage. So 80% of my ancestral heritage 
isn't shown. 
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Here is what | got: 


< DNA HOMEPAGE 


Genetic ANCESELY tersnrecerasi 


a Hundreds af years ago Genetic Communities 
Genetic Communities™ Connacht Irish 


@ French Settlers Along the St. 
Lawrence 
—_ } Connection: Likely 


@ Connacht Irish 
« Connection: Possitie 


Drummondvittée 


Sherbrooke 


Unlike my mother | have no American communities. | also have two regions or 

communities. One is for Connacht, Ireland and the other Quebec, Canada, i.e. French 
Settlers Along the St. Lawrence. My great grandmother Helen Mullen-Mason was born in 
Galway, Ireland. This result reflects one of 8 great-grandparents. My great-great grandfather 
Peter (Pierre) Mason (Masson) was French Canadian. The Quebec result reflects one of 16 
great-great grandparents. So like | said about 80% of my ancestry isn't represent. 


The genetic community results are correct for my mother and I. However all of our ancestry 
isn't represented. In my case only a very small fraction. The cautions when looking at these 
results are they reflect migrations of cousins, and may represent as little as 1/8 of your 
heritage. After seeing these maps myself | felt more of a connection with the two regions than 
| really have lol. 


It's hoped with more testers the results will get better? | think this will always be a better tool 
for some than others. There will always be groups underrepresented since everyone in the 
world won't test with AncestryDNA. It may get much better for those with a great deal of early 
American ancestry, because that group tends to test more. 


Friday, March 17, 2017 
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Irish Ancestral Sources 


For many years | had no idea where my Irish Great-Grandmother Helen Mullen-Mason came 
from. | only knew she was born in Ireland. My father thought she was born in Cork, Ireland. 
That was a common misunderstanding as most Irish immigrants travelled from a port in Cork 
to the US. | only found out that was erroneous when | received a copy of her sister's eulogy 
which stated she was born in Co. Galway, Ireland. Her parents names were said to be 
Patrick Mullen and Mary Huvane, also according to the eulogy. | was thinking Huvane didn't 
sound like an Irish surname. | was told it was Spanish. | have since found out it isn't Spanish 
but a variant of a surname common to the area, Hoban. 


Here are all of the sources I've used to discover more about my Irish 
ancestry: 


1. The first source | had access to was Helen's sister's Eulogy, naming their parents and 
place of origin. The eulogy stated "Mary Kathleen Mullen was born in County Galway, 
Ireland on February 1, 1888, just two months after Mary Frances Clarke died. The BVMs 
motherhouse was still St. Joseph's on the Prairie and Mt. Carmel was only a dream." Bridget 
Mullen, Sister Mary Kathleen, was a younger sister of my great-grandmother. 


2. With the parents names was | able to find a marriage record for my Great Great- 
grandparents Patrick Mullen and Mary Huvane. The fact Huvane is so uncommon allowed 
me to find the correct marriage record quickly by cross referencing Mullen and Huvane. | 
wrote to Ireland to get this marriage document which is now online and free (I give the Irish 
Civil registration website link below). 
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3. With the ecclesiastical parish name | was able to order a church record microfilm from my 
local family history center. | found some baptismal information for my family and further 
confirmation of the information from the marriage record, which stated the family lived in the 
Townland of Pollaturick. My great-grandmother's date of birth seems to be off by a day 
however? 

These church books are now searchable at the National Library of Ireland website. You just 
need to know the name of the parish. Click on the microfilm you want to search, and a digital 


copy will come up. 


Milltown Baptisms 


4. Armed with this information | posted on Irish Genealogy message boards. | found some 
posters with the unusual Huvane surname. | heard back from someone with quite a bit of 
information about the Huvane family. This family was from bordering Co. Mayo. The spouse 
of the cousin who answered my inquiry has provided me with a great deal of information. She 
and her husband have visited Pollaturick, and the Huvane (Huane) townland of Fallakeerin. 
She was able to get in contact with a cousin who wrote to her regarding the whereabouts of 
my living cousins. We now know that Tom Huvane and | are 4th cousins. We also match as 


4th cousins at AncestryDNA. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2020-11-02T 15:30:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 21/33 


1/18/24, 11:13 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


5. | found both my Mullen and Huvane family on Griffith's Valuation of Ireland. The 
valuation gives information about their property, and the name of the landlord. The name of 
the Landlord can lead to more information about families. 
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You can search Griffith's Valuation at this website click link 


The maps associated with Griffith's Valuation give the exact location of property. You can find 


6. | had also found the family on the 1901 Census using Family History Center Microfilm. The 
1901 and 1911 Censuses are now online here. They weren't when | started researching. | 
now have the family in both censuses. Helen, my Great-Grandmother left Ireland in 1898 and 
is not enumerated with the family. 


7. Findmypast Ireland has court records online. | was able to find family in these records. 
Some relations were housed for a time in Castlebar Prison. 


"Ireland, Prison Registers, 1790-1924," Stephen Huane, 1888 
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8. Relatives also appear in landed estate records at Findmypast Ireland. 


First name Laat namo County Yoar Source View 

Jeres MNuane Nayo taSt Landed tatates More Oetais 
Court Rentais 1656 
18285 

Stephen Huene Mayo tes Landed Estates More Detats 
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tage 

Thornes Huane Gatosy Vayn £355 anded Estates More Detats 
Court Rentals 1855 


9. Findmypast Ireland also has dog license records which will tell you what kind of dogs 
your ancestors owned. | found out my ancestors had mostly black and red border collies. 
These dogs were working dogs for herding their sheep. 


10. When the parish microfilms came online at the National Library of Ireland website | was 
able to get additional marriage information for my Great Great-grandparents Pat and Mary 
Mullen. This record was missing from the LDS microfilm | looked at. | found out Mary Huane 
or Huvane-Mullen was living in Ballindine, Mayo, Ireland when she got married. Something | 
didn't know. 


Church marriage record book 


11. | never thought | would be able to go a generation further back from my Great-Great 
grandparents because the parish registers for their parishes are in poor condition, and only 
go back to the mid to late 1800's. Happily | was wrong. Recently the 1851 Census of Ireland 
has come online which has allowed me to go another generation back in time. The 1851 
Census is actually a reconstruction. In my case its source is pension records. It contains the 
maiden names of Pat and Mary's mothers. 

You can search the 1851 Census at The National Archives of Ireland website 
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1851 Census Ireland reconstructed. 


12. | was wondering when my Great great-grandparents died in Ireland, for years? | had 
absolutely no idea when they died or where? | found deaths of Patrick Mullens on the civil 
registration index at FamilySearch for Galway. | had no idea which one he might be? There 
were a number and | couldn't order copies from Ireland for all of them. | could not find anyone 
that appeared to be Mary Huvane-Mullen, however? Thankfully these civil registration 
records are now online! | was able to find the death record for Patrick Mullen he died August 
13, 1930, in his home in Pollaturick. His wife was alive at the time. | still haven't found her 
death information? 

You can find digital copies of the original Irish Civil registration records at the 
lrishGenealogy.ie website. 
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13. When you have the townland names for your ancestors you can use Google maps to 
take a street view tour of the townland. It's been very rewarding being able to see the area 
my ancestors came from using Google street view. 
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They still keep Border Collies 


Success in Ireland comes down to knowing the name of the Townlands your ancestors are 
from. Once | had the townland | was off and running. 


Wednesday, February 22, 2017 


23andMe Has The Best DNA Tools: Advice 
On How To Use Them 
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Chromosome map 


The tools for working with matches at 23andMe are outstanding. The only drawback is the 
lack of response from matches. There are no trees at 23andMe, and few people have posted 
ancestral surnames. I'm finding, however, if | can find a common ancestor with a 3rd cousin 
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match | can identify segments which lead to resolving how many of my matches relate to my 
mother and I. 


I've been able to identify 3rd cousin matches by searching for trees at Ancestry.com. | search 
using the member directory. Most 23andMe matches don't have Ancestry trees, however. 
They generally don't have trees at MyHeritage either. Most testers at 23andMe have little 
ancestral information, if any at all. 


The best way to ID 3rd cousin, or 2nd cousins for that matter, is compare segments using 
Genome Mate Pro, or a spreadsheet. If you compare your matches at 23andMe with 
GEDmatch cousins, for instance, you'll find matches who have tested at all 3 major 
companies. Since AncestryDNA matches often have some sort of tree you can sometimes 
find matches with trees who share the same segment, or overlapping segment, with a 
23andMe match. You may then be able to identify these segments as coming from common 
ancestors. 


You can compare segments with all your Family Tree DNA matches, if you've tested with 
them, or transferred your AncestryDNA raw data over to them. You will find more trees and 
surnames at Family Tree DNA than you'll find at 23andMe. You may find segment matches 
and common ancestors comparing here. 


Once you have a map with identified segments 23andMe matches will be easier to identify, 
even if they aren't sharing with you, or open sharing. The relatives in common feature will 
allow you to identify matches. | didn't copy the names for privacy reasons in the screenshots 
below. 


The first shot below is from the common relatives feature, at 23andMe, displaying matches 
shared with a match | selected. This match is a 3rd cousin. The shared matches are 3rd 
cousins with me; as stated below in the first column. The percentage of DNA shared with me 
is also given. Column two gives the relationship of these shared matches with the match | 
selected. The first common match is actually the mother of the match | selected. The second 
common match is the uncle of the selected match, as stated below. The uncle isn't sharing 
with me, and has a different surname. | wouldn't have guessed their relationship with out the 
same surname. The fact the relationship is provided is so helpful. | have had contact with the 
person described as mother here. We have found common ancestors. So even without any 
surname information posted by these three | have determined how they are related. | have 
the shared segments for the mother and daughter and can marked them with the shared 
ancestral couples’ surnames. These segments have helped me identify many more matches. 
I've been able to confirm some of these at Ancestry.com, with trees. | don't have the uncle's 
segments, but know how he is related. 


My mother and | don't have 2nd cousin matches at 23andMe so I'm focusing on 3rd cousin 
matches with substantial shared amounts of DNA. I'm using the large segments to infer how 
those sharing smaller segments might be related. Below you see a 3rd cousin match who is 
a 1rst cousin to the match | selected to compare with. This would definitely lead me to 
believe we three share common ancestors. Both are sharing with me and share DNA in some 
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of the same places on the chromosomes. I've marked their shared segments and again have 
identified many shared matches who match in the same place on the chromosomes. 


Relatives in common feature at 23andMe 


Below is a screenshot showing a 3rd cousin's stats who isn't open sharing, but is a common 
match with another match | selected. You can see I've sent them a request to share. Oddly 
this match shares a higher percentage of DNA, but is described as the selected matches’ 4th 
cousin. The high percentage of DNA that we all share would lead me to believe there is a 
good likelihood that we are all related through the same ancestors. Below this good match | 
have a shared 4th cousin match who is described as a distant cousin to the selected match. 
They share very little DNA and the likelihood we all share the same common ancestors would 
be less likely. 


In the example below the match | selected is an open sharing match with everyone, as is one 
of our shared matched. Below you can see the stats for our common open sharing match. 
The "yes" next to this match means we share a DNA segment in the same place, and we can 
compare in the chromosome browser. This match has no posted information about their 
ancestors, or surnames. | have identified common ancestors with the selected match so | 
can infer this common match shares these same ancestors. 23andMe tells us these shared 
matches do indeed match each. 


Here are the segments they share with me. They overlap and they match each other in the 
same place. 
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| have other matches in the same place on chromosome 10 who have the same shared 
ancestors. | can safely name the region after the shared Roller/Zirkle ancestors, who are the 
most common recent ancestors, MRCA. When | have matches with segments on chr 10, on 
my maternal side, | can assume if this is a true match, they must be related through the 
Roller line. 
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| have been able to nearly completely fill in chromosome 14 for my mother with segments 
shared by tree verified matches on her paternal side (her mother was Nicaraguan, and her 
father Anglo American). | don't share these matches on chr 14 with my mother. Looking at my 
own segment map | have Nicaragua matches here, not the Anglo American matches my 
mother has. | didn't inherit DNA from my Grandfather on ch 14. | cannot inherit segments 
from both of my paternal, or maternal, grandparents in the exact same place on a 
chromosome. 


The 23andMe tools for atDNA are a joy to work with. They greatly aid us in achieving our 
goal of identifying how we are related to someone in an accurate way. You can't accurately 
identify how distant cousins are related without a segment map. We can be related to distant 
cousins through more than one line. A good segment map can find errors in our inferred DNA 
relationships, and point us to the correct DNA connection. The fact 23andMe shares 
predicted relationships between common matches also helps us solve relationship puzzles. 
Many have tested close relatives, we can identify these family group matches when we see 
their relationship to each other in the common relative lists. They may not share a common 
surname, but may be parent and child , or uncle and niece or nephew. Percentages of DNA 
shared are also helpful in determining how, or if, common relatives are likely related through 
the same ancestors. | wish all of the DNA testing companies had these outstanding features. 


Friday, February 10, 2017 


How To Get The Most Out Of DNA Segment 
Data 


Part 1) Why Segment Are Important And Tools For Working With Them 
There are a number of free tools on the Internet which will allow you to visualize, in a graph 
format, and compare segments you share with your atDNA matches. This is important 
because the location, length, and overlap of segments with matches determines how likely a 
match shares a common ancestor within the genealogical time frame. Collecting overlapping, 
and shared segments, can help identify common ancestors even if a match hasn't posted a 
tree. 


Family Tree DNA and 23andMe provide the all important segment data. AncestryDNA does 
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not. If AncestryDNA would provide this important information we could solve more brickwalls 
with DNA. 


Family Tree DNA and 23andMe provide chromosome browsers (a graphic representation 

of segments), which allow us to compare segments with up to 5 matches at a time. 23andMe 
allows us to compare match cousins not just with ourselves, but with our other matches. 
Family Tree DNA only allows comparison with matches who match ourselves, we can't 
compare match cousins with each other to see if they match one another, and by how much. 


The downside of 23andMe is we can only compare our DNA segments with those who have 
agreed to share with us (blue dots), or have agreed to share with everyone (purple dot 
matches). For me that is 500 out of 1200 matches. Family Tree DNA allows us to compare 
with all of our matches, no agreement needed. 


The chromosome browsers are useful, but it's often necessary to compare with more than 5 
matches at a time. In this case there are online and downloadable tools which sort matches 
by chromosomes in an unlimited way. Sorting by chromosomes allows you to see 
overlapping and shared segments, which can help you to find common ancestors. Seeing all 
matches sorted that way allows us to find places, on each chromosome, where several 
people match each other. If they are on the same side, maternal or paternal, and share in the 
same place this is called triangulation. 

Here are some tools which allow you to compare an unlimited number of matches sorted by 
segment in graph format: 


1. Genome Mate Pro: This is the best tool for segment comparison. It does require you to 
download and install it. It's free, but a donation would be appreciated. You can upload 
all of your matches from the Family Tree DNA Chromosome browser page. You can 
upload the aggregate file from 23andMe's DNA Relative page. You can also upload 
matches and segment data from GEDmatch. This tool does require you to study the 
manual, or watch YouTube videos to use. It's more complicated than the other tools. 
This is the only tool that allows you to compare matches from all of the databases 
making the complicated time consuming setup worthwhile. 

2. DNAGedcom: Description from site; "The Autosomal DNA Segment Analyzer (ADSA) 
is a tool that takes your data from Family Tree DNA or GEDMATCH and constructs 
tables that include match and segment information as well as a visual graph of 
overlapping segments..." 

3. Double Match Triangulator: This tool is only for Family Tree DNA. It also requires you 
to download it. Not as complicated to use as Genome Mate Pro, but the spreadsheet 
layout requires you to have a spreadsheet program installed, such as Excel. It's also 
not as easy to navigate and compare as Genome Mate. 


Part 2) Working With Genome Mate Pro 


This past week I've started from scratch at Genome Mate Pro. | lost some data when the 
program suddenly crashed. It's important to use the backup feature provided, in case it 
crashes. | decided to mark all chromosome segments according to which side the match is 
on, i.e. maternal or paternal grandparent they are associated with.. To do this | first had 

to filter the matches by my mother's side or father's side. Family Tree DNA and 23andMe 
provide that information if you have tested at least one parent (my mother tested). 
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To the right, in the snip above, is a filter allowing you to display matches on you maternal or 
paternal side, if you've tested at least one parent. Since | tested my mother the options are 
display matches on mother's side or not mother's side. What | did in this case was select 
matches on my mother's side then display Genome Mate Pro and the 23andMe windows 
side by side. | did the same for FTDNA. 
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| would look up each ancestor listed at 23andMe, or FTDNA, then mark them as M for 
maternal. (so far I've only finished my maternal line). | would then select the most recent 
common ancestor shared with this match. If | didn't know | would select the most likely 
grandparent the match was associated with. | was able to do this because my maternal 
grandmother was Nicaraguan, my maternal grandfather was Scots-lrish and German. 


Initially | assumed all Anglo surnames belonged to my Grandfather, and Hispanic names 
belonged to my maternal grandmother. At 23andMe | had an advantage. | could check the 
ethnic makeup of a match to see if they had the typical Nicaraguan ethnicity percentages. | 
could also check at both 23andMe and FTDNA to see if they had Nicaragua listed as a place 
of origin. Another way to verify | was attributing the correct matches to my grandmother was 
the check to see if they had common matches who did have Nicaragua named as a place of 
origin. 


After marking your matches M or P and ascribing them to the most recent common ancestor 
the chromosome graph at the top of each chromosome page will begin to be colored in 
showing exactly where on the chromosome each segment appears. When | started marking 
out my maternal line | selected my maternal grandfather for all unknown relationship 
matches with Anglo surnames, and looked up all Hispanic surname matches, then attributed 
the Nicaraguan matches to my maternal grandmother. This actually didn't provide the color 
coded separation | was looking for so | went back and instead selected my grandmother's 
several times great-grandfather so | would get a clearly different shade of blue, because | 
wanted to distinguish the segments | received from her from those | got from my 
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grandfather. The navy blue segments are segments my grandmother passed down to me, 
and the light blues and other colors are those from my grandfather. | have not been able to 
identify the common ancestor for any of my grandmother's segments, | only know these 
matches are Nicaraguan, that's why they are all navy blue. 
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I've started with my Maternal line. Paternal not yet colored. Dark blue grandmother light blue grandfather. 


The light blue and dark blue should fit together like puzzle pieces, or be separated by gaps 
due to the fact not all my distant cousins have tested. They shouldn't overlap. This is 
generally the case. However, | have found a problem on one chromosome where my 
maternal grandfather and grandmother's segments overlap by about 10cM's. It could be the 
segment lengths are actually different than those provided as different companies segment 
lengths vary, or they may be within a false positive area. Genome Mate Pro will tell you 

if have a segment is in a false positive area. It will give you the exact location of this area if 
you move your mouse point over the ?, P, or M. 


In the chart below we see the dark blues segments of my Nicaraguan grandmother's 
matches, and the other colors associated with my maternal grandfather, which are generally, 
separate as they should be. You can also see I've started marking out my father's match, 
which are on the top row of every chromosome. It's interesting to see where each of my 
grandparents' segments are. I'm guessing chromosome 17 is probably all from my 
grandmother, because out of hundreds of matches no one is showing up on this 
chromosome on the maternal side, and not as many Nicaraguans have tested. Chromosome 
9 appears to be all from my maternal grandfather. So if | have a match on Chromosome 9 | 
can assume it's from my maternal grandfather. 
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I've overlaid Genome Mate's chromosome chart with 23andMe's ethnicity chromosome chart. 
The ethnicity chromosome chart shows segments color coded by ethnicity. When | overlaid 
both charts the ethnicities associated with Nicaragua, i.e. Southern European, Native 
American, and African do line up with my grandmother's navy blue segments. This suggests 
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that the ethnicity results were accurate for her and |. You can see the X is mostly Native 
American aligning with my grandmother's ancestry, and our Nicaraguan matches on the X. 
Native American is the yellowish color. 
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Genome Mate segment map overlaid on 23andMe Ethnicity map 


After marking all of my maternal grandparents matches | went through them chromosome by 
chromosome. | looked for overlapping segments. | then attempted to figure out which 
grandparent each match was associated with. | found some Anglo surnames 

segments overlapping with Nicaraguan matches. | then checked FTDNA and 23andMe for 
places of origin. | found one of these matches did have Nicaragua has a place of origin. | was 
able to place another Anglo surname match on my grandmother's Nicaraguan side based on 
the ethnicity results provided for this 23andMe match. 


M 4 72.4 81.1 7.8 1,800 = 
M 4 72.4 82.2 9.2 2,000 = 
M 4 72.4 82.2 9.2 2,000 ea 
M 4 72.4 84.8 12.8 2.557 = 
M 4 72.41 85.2 13.1 2,657 = 

Going through matches chromosome by chromosome allowed me to identify more matches 

with common ancestors on my grandfather's side. This has been a very rewarding exercise 

as far as sorting matches by grandparent, and seeing exactly where on each chromosome 

each grandparent passed down segments to me. If you have ancestors from very different 

ethnic backgrounds an exercise like this can be very helpful. Even if your ancestors are all 

from the same ethnic background uploading to Genome Mate Pro and looking for shared and 

overlapping segments can help to identify how matches are related to you. 

Posted by Annette at 3:44PM 1comment: [ix] 

Newer Posts Home Older Posts 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2020-11-02T 15:30:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 32/33 


1/18/24, 11:13 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 
Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) 


Watermark theme. Powered by Blogger. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2020-11-02T 15:30:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 33/33 


1/18/24, 11:12 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


(CY More me Dashboard Sign Out 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Friday, January 6, 2017 


Nicasio Del Castillo In Nicaraguan 
Government Records 


Nicasio del Castillo was an attorney in Nicaragua (along with many of his descendants). His 
education and residence in Granada, which was a governmental center before Managua, 
allowed him to run for governmental office for the department of Granada, and work in 


various capacities for the government. The Enrique Bolanos Library has books, magazines, Search This 
and government documents viewable online. Some of the magazines and books contain Blog 
genealogical information. Searching by name brings up many hits for the name del Castillo. 


This information is going to keep me busy for a long time. 


Acuerdo de 12 de agosto de 1851 admitiendo la renuncia que de Ministro de guerra hizo el My Blog List 
Sr. don Nicacio del Castillo. El Gobierno Supremo — Estimandose legales las escusas 
puestas por don Nicacio del Castillo para no admitir la cartera de la guerra: en uso de sus 


; ; : ; Geneabloggers 
facultades ha tenido a bien acordar y ACUERDA: 1°. Admitese la renuncia que del 


Blogiversary 
Ministerio de la guerra hace el Sr. don Nicacio del Castillo. 2°. Nombrase interinamente para Spotlight: Empty 
Secretario de guerra al Lic. don Buenaventura Selva. 3°. Comuniquese a quienes Branches on the 
corresponda. — Granada, agosto 12 de 1851 — Montenegro. il ie 

lays ago 

ACUERDO n, .154 admitiendo la renuncia de Magistrado de la Corte de Oriente al Sr: D. AN 
Nicacio del Castillo. El Gobierno: Estimando por justas las causas alegadas por el Sr. D. Arlene Eakle's 
Nicado del Castillo para no servir como Magistrado de la Sprna. Corte de Oriente; y Lotte dari 
considerando al mismo tiempo la necesidad que hay de nombrar quien le remplace en este WPA, eae your 
destino, Acuerda: 1. Admitesela renuncia que hace de la Magistratura de. Oriente al Sr. D. Genealogy 
Nieacio del Castillo.. 2.° Nombrase en su lugar al Br D. Manuel Urbina. 3.° Comuniquese a 3 years ago 
quienes corresponde. Managua, octubre 30 de 1847 Juarez., —Cortéz 

Followers 


Acuerdo de 21 de octubre, nombrando Ministro de Hacienda interino al Sr. don Nicacio del 
Castillo. El Gobierno: Siendo conveniente nombrar un Ministro de Hacienda que durante la 
ausencia del Sr. don J. Miguel Cardenas, desempefie los graves asuntos de la Cartera, y 
pareciendo muy aproposito el Sr. don Nicacio del Castillo ; en uso de sus facultades. 
Acuerda: 1° Némbrase Ministro de Hacienda interino al Sr. don Nicacio del Castillo, para 
mientras esté ausente el Sr. don Miguel Cardenas. 2° Interin toma posesion el Sr. Castillo, el 
Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores asumira la Cartera de Hacienda en atencion a los crecidos 
asuntos del Ministerio de lo Interior, 4 quien por disposicion gral. debiera anexarse dicha 
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Cartera. Comuniquese —Managua, octubre 21 de 1862—Martinez. Followers (113) Next 
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Durante la ausencia del Gobierno, el Sr. Ministro de Hacienda don Nicacio del Castillo 


permanecera en esta Capital despachando los asuntos de su Ministerio. 2° En casos de 2 
urgencia b de gravedad queda facultado para obrar conforme 4a los instrucciones que llevé ee 
en su comision a Granada. Comuniquese: — Managua, nvbre. 22 de 1862.—Martinez. aR 6. 
ACUERDO n: 156 nombrando Juez de1?. instancia del distrito de Granada a D. Nicacio del 
Castllo. El Gobierno. Estando vacante el empleo de Juez de 1°. instancia del distrito de 
Granada, y debiendo nombrar un sugeto que retina las cualidades necesarias para este EE re 
destino: Acuerda 1. Nombrase Juez de 1? instancia del distrito de Granada al: Br. D. Nicacio 
del Catillo. 2.° Comuniquese a quienes corresponde; Managua, octubre 30 de 1857. Juarez - 
-Cortéz. P| Ey a 
ACUERDO n: 156 nombrando Juez de1?. instancia del distrito de Granada a D. Nicacio del 

[_Fottow_] 


Castllo. El Gobierno. Estando vacante el empleo de Juez de 1°. instancia del distrito de 
Granada, y debiendo nombrar un sugeto que retina las cualidades necesarias para este 
destino: Acuerda 1. Nombrase Juez de 1? instancia del distrito de Granada al: Br. D. Nicacio Favorite Links 
del Catillo. 2.° Comuniquese a quienes corresponde; Managua, octubre 30 de 1857. Juarez - 
Burgenland Bunch 


—Cort@Z, 
Learn Genetic 


Acuerdo de 19 de febrero, concediendo el pase al titulo de Cura i Vicario de Granada eneRIGny 


estendido a favor del senor Presbitero Br. don José Antonio Castillo. El Gobierno: En uso de 
sus facultades, Acuerda: Unico- Concédese el pase constitucional a los titulos de Cura Blog Archive 
interino de la parroquia de Granada i Vicario foraneo del departamento, librados por el Iltmo. 
senor Obispo de esta Didcesis, 4 favor del senor Presbitero Br. don José Antonio Castillo. 
Comuniquese - Managua, 19 de febrero de 1873 - Quadra. 


Vv 2024 (1) 
Vv January (1) 


Examining 

Decreto de 31 de enero de 1863, dispensando cuatro meses de estudio en las aulas d los pa dae 
jovenes don Salvador Castillo y don Salvador Castrillo para obtener el grado de Bachiller. El Clues 
Presidente de la Republica a sus habitantes, Sabed : Que el Congreso ha ordenado lo 
siguiente. El Senado y Camara de Diputados de la Republica de Nicaragua. Resuelven : Art. Pm 2023 (15) 
Unico. --- En atencion a las aptitudes que han acreditado los j6venes don Salvador Castillo y 
don Salvador Castrillo, se les dispensan cuatro meses de estudio en las aulas, para que > eee tel) 
puedan obtener el grado de Bachiller en derecho civil. Dado en el Salon de Sesiones de la m 2021 (17) 
Camara de Diputados ,---- Managua, 30 de enero de 1863 — Pedro Zeledon, D. P. — > 2020 (18) 
Eduardo Castillo, D. S. — J. D. Flores, D. S. — Al Poder Ejecutivo. Sala de la Camara del 
Senado. — Managua, enero 30 de 1863 — Fernando Guzman, S. P.— Nicacio del Castillo, Pm 2019 (16) 
S. S. — Basilio Salinas, S. S. — Por tanto : Ejecutese — Palacio Nacional — Managua, Pm 2018 (22) 
enero 31 de 1863. — Tomas Martinez.— El Ministro de Instruccion publica. — Antonio Silva. 

Pe 2017 (31) 
Acuerdo de 11 de agosto de 1851 admitiendo la renuncia que del Ministerio de la guerra hizo Pm 2016 (24) 
el Sr. don José Leon Sandéval El Gobierno Supremo — Estimando legales las causas m 2015 (30) 
puestas por don José Leon Sandoval para no admitir la cartera de la guerra: en uso de sus 
facultades, ha tenido a bien acordar y ACUERDA: 1°. Admitese la renuncia que del NS) 
Ministerio de la guerra hace el Sr. don José Leon Sandoval. 2°. Nombrase interinamente Pm 2013 (59) 
para Secretario de guerra al Sr. don Nicacio del Castillo. 3°. Comuniquese a quienes > 2012 (76) 
corresponda — Granada, agosto 11 de 1851 — Montenegro. 

Pm 2011 (94) 
Nombranse vocales de la Académia Cientifica de Granada a los sefores Dr. don Agustin 
Pasos, Licenciados don Santiago Morales, don Miguel Vijil, don Salvador Castillo i Br. don About Me 
Francisco del Castillo. Comuniquese - Managua, agosto 5 de 1 1873 
del actual Telegrafista de Granada. don Ambrosio Cas tillo: en uso de sus facultades.— 2 
Acuerda; Nombrase Telegrafista. de la oficina de Granada senor don Alejo O. Barberena. We 
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con el sueldo de ley rindiéndosele las gracias al senor Castillo por sus servicios . a eal 
Comuniquese Managua, Abril 5 de 1877 View my complete 
profile 


Acuerdo por el que se nombra Telegrafista para la oficina de Diriamba. El Gobierno- Estando 
para establecerse la oficina telegrafica de Diriamba- Acuerda: Nombrar Telegrafista para la Head 
oficina de dicho pueblo, al sehor don Telémaco Castillo, con la dotacién de veinte pesos oe Jit 
mensuales. Comuniquese- Granada, 2 de setiembre de 1881. Zavala- Al senor Ministro de la 


Gobernacion- Navas. 


Decreto de 27 de enero de 1863 , declarando popular y constitucionalmente electo 
Presidente de la Republica al Sr. Gral. don Tomas Martinez. El Presidente de la Republica a 
sus habitantes, Sabed : Que el Congreso ha ordenado lo siguiente. El Congreso de la 
Republica de Nicaragua, Declara : Art. unico. El Sr. General don Tomas Martinez esta 
popular y constitucionalmente electo Presidente de la Republica para servir el proximo 
periddo que comienza el primero de marzo del corriente aso, y termina el primero de marzo 
de 1867. Comuniquese al Poder Ejecutivo, para que lo mande publicar y circular. Dado en el 
Salon de Sesiones. — Managua, enero 27 de 1863. — Nicacio del Castillo, S. P. — Eduardo 
Castillo, D. S. — Basilio Salinas, S. S. — Por tanto : Ejecutese — Managua, enero 27 de 
1863. — Tomas Martinez — El Ministro de Gobernacion. — Antonio Silva. 


Decreto de 31 de enero de 1863, dispensandole un ano de estudio en las aulas al joven don 
Tiburcio Bonilla. El Presidente de la Republica a sus habitantes. Sabed : Que el Congreso ha 
ordenado lo siguiente. El Senado y Camara de Diputados de la Republica de Nicaragua. 
Resuelven : Art. unico.— En atencion a las aptitudes que ha acreditado el joven don Tiburcio 
Bonilla, se le dispensa un ano de estudio en las aulas , para obtener el grado de Bachiller en 
Canones y Leyes. Dado en el Salon de Sesiones de la Camara de Diputados—Managua, 
enero 30 de 1863— Pedro Zeledon, D. P. — Eduardo Castillo, D. S. — J. D. Flores, D. S. — 
Al Poder Ejecutivo. Sala de la Camara del Senado. Managua, enero 30 de 1863 — 
Fernando Guzman, S. P. — Nicacio del Castillo, S. S. — Basilio Salinas, S. S. — Por tanto: 
Ejecutese — Palacio Nacional —Managua, enero 31 de 1863— Tomas Martinez. — El 
Ministro de Instruccion publica.— Antonio Silva. 


Decreto de 11 de fébrero de 1863, concediendo cédula de montepio a Isabel hija del difunto 
Joaquin Rosales. El Presidente de la Republica a sus habitantes, Sabed : Que el Congreso 
ha ordenado lo siguiente. El Senado y Camara de Diputados de la Republica de Nicaragua. 
Acuerdan : Art. Unico. — Se concede a la menor Isabel Rosales. hija del Teniente don 
Joaquin Rosales, muerto en la accion de guerra del 11 de abril de 1856, en la ciudad de 
Rivas é incorporado en el ejército de Costa-Rica, la gracia de gozar del montepio de ley, 
desde la fecha de esta disposicion. Dado en el Salon de Sesiones de la Camara de 
Diputados. — Managua, febrero 4 de 1863. -- Pedro Zeledoii, D. P. — Eduardo Castillo, D. S. 
— J. D. Flores, D. S. —Al Poder Ejecutivo. Sala de la Camara del Senado. Managua, 
febrero 10 de 1863. — Eernando Guzman, S. P. — Macario Alvarez, S. S. — Por tanto : 
Ejecutese — Palacio Nacional. Managua, febrero 11 de 1863 — Nicacio del Castillo. — El 
Ministro de la Guerra. — Antonio Silva. 


Decreto de 11 de febrero de 1863 , dispensando un a lo de estudio en las aulas al j6ven don 
Perfecto Tijerino. El Senador Presidente de la Republica a sus habitantes, Sabed : Que el 
Congreso ha ordenado lo siguiente. El Senado y Camara de Diputados de la Republica de 
Nicaragua. Acuerdan : Art. Unico. — En atencion a las aptitudes que ha acreditado el joven 
don Perfecto Tijerino, se le dispensa un ano de estudio en las aulas, para obtener el grado 
de Bachiller en ambos derechos. Dado en el Salon de Sesiones de la Camara de Diputados. 
Managua, 10 de febrero de 1863 — Pedro Zeledon, D. P. — Eduardo Castillo, D. S. — C. 
Moncada, D. S.— Al Poder Ejecutivo. — Sala de la Camara del Senado. Managua; 11 de 
febrero de 1863— Fernando Guzman, S. P.— Macario Alvarez, S. S. — Basilio Salinas, S. S. 
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— Por tanto : Ejecutese.— Palacio Nacional. Managua, febrero 11 de 1863. Nicacio del 
Castillo. -- El Ministro de Instruccion publica, Antonio Silva 


Decreto de 12 de febrero, mandando publicar y circular la ley de 19 de Marzo de 1853. El 
Senador Presidente de la Republica a sus habitantes Sabed : Que el Congreso ha ordenado 
lo siguiente : El Senado y Camara de Diputados de la Republica de Nicaragua. Decretan : 
Art. Unico. — Considerando vigente la ley de 1° de Marzo de 1853 que senald la autoridad 
ante quien el electo para servir el Poder Ejecutivo debia prestar el juramento de ley , el 
Gobierno la mandara publicar y circular para los casos ocurrentes. Dado en el salon de 
sesiones de la Camara de Diputados. Managua, 11 de febrero de 1863. — Pedro Zeledon, d. 
P. — Eduardo Castillo, D. S. — José Nufez, D. S. — Al Poder Ejecutivo. Sala de la Camara 
del Senado. — Managua, 12 de febrero de 1863.— Fernando Guzman, S. P. — Macario 
Alvarez, S. S. — Basilio Salinas, S. S. — Por tanto : Ejecutese. Palacio Nacional. Managua, 
febrero 12 de 1863. Nicacio del Castillo. — El Ministro de Gobernacion. — Antonio Silv 


Decreto de 14 de febrero, concediendo por cinco anos mas al Coronel J. H. Harper la gracia 
de ocho pesos mensuales. El Senador Presidente de la Republica, a sus habitantes, Sabed : 
Que el Congreso ha ordenado lo siguiente : El Senado y Camara de Diputados de la 
Republica de Nicaragua. Decretan : Art. Unico. — En consideracion a los servicios que 
presto a Nicaragua, el Coronel don J. H. Harper, en la guerra contra los filibusteros, y a que 
ha quedado impedido de una mano a consecuencia de un balazo que recibié en la misma 
guerra, se le concede por cinco arios mas, siempre que permanezca en Nicaragua, la 
pension de ocho pesos mensuales. Dado en la sala de sesiones de la Camara del Senado. 
Managua, 13 de febrero de 1863. — Fernando Guzman, S. P. — Macario Alvarez, S. S. — 
Basilio Salinas, S. S. — Al Poder Ejecutivo. — Salon de sesiones de la Camara de 
Diputados. Managua, febrero 13 de 1863. — Pedro Zeledon D. P. — Eduardo Castillo, D. S. 
— José Nufez, D. S. — Por tanto : Ejecutese — Palacio Nacional. Managua, febrero 14 de 
1863. — Nicacio del Castillo. — El Ministro de la Guerra.—Antonio Silva. 


Decreto de 17 de febrero de 1863 , nombrando Magistrado Suplente de la Seccion Spma. 
Judiccial de Occidente y Setentrion al Sr. Br. don José Herdocia en reposicion del Sr. Lcdo. 
Paniagua. El Senador Presidente de la Republica a sus habitantes. Sabed : Que el 
Congreso ha ordenado lo siguiente. El Congreso de la Republica de Nicaragua. Declara : 
Art. Unico. — Hace por Magistrado Suplente a la Seccion Spma. Judicial de los 
Departamentos de Occidente y Setentrion para el periodo proximo, al Sr. Br. don José 
Herdocia, en reposicion del Sr. Lcdo. don José M. Paniagua. Comuniquese al Poder 
Ejecutivo para que la mande publicar y circular. Dada en Managua, h 11 de febrero de 1863. 
— Pe-, dro Zeledon, D. P. — Eduardo Castillo, D. S. — Basilio Salinas, S. S. — Por tanto : 
Ejecutese. — Managua, febrero 17 de 1863. — Nicacio del Castillo. — El Ministro de 
Justicia. — Juan J. Lescano. 


Decreto de 19 de febrero de 180, mandando liquidar y pagar en dinero a la Municipalidad de 
Granada. El Senador Presidente de la Republica a sus habitantes, Sabed : Que el Congreso 
ha ordenado lo siguiente. El Senado y Camara. de Diputados de la Republica de Nicaragua. 
Decretan : Art. 1? El Gobierno liquidara y pagara en dinero a la Municipalidad de Granada 
cuando mejore la situacion de la Hacienda publica, las cantidades que justifique haber 
emprestado al erario en los ahos de 1851 — 1854 y 1855. Art. 29 Tambien liquidara y pagara 
conforme a la ley de 4 de Setiembre de 1858, el valor de perjuicios que justifique haber 
recibido en el incendio de Granada Dado en el salon de Sesiones de la Camara de 
Diputados. Managua, febrero 14 de 1863. — Pedro Zeledon, D. P. — Eduardo Castillo, D. S. 
— José Nufiez, D. S. — Al Poder Ejecutivo. Sala de la Camara del Senado. Managua, 
febrero 16 de 1863. — Fernando Guzman, S. P. — Macado Alvarez, S. S.— Basilio Salinas, 
S. S. — Por tanto Ejecutese— Palacio Nacional. Managua, febrero 19 de 1863. — Nicacio 
del Castillo. — El Ministro de Crédito publico. — Juan J. Lescano. 
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Decreto de 20 de febrero de 1863, que manda cubrir con el fondo de caminos los 
compromisos con la Compania de diligencias. El Senador Presidente de la Republica a sus 
habitantes, Sabed : Que el Congreso ha ordenado lo siguiente. El Senado y Camara de 
Diputados de la Republica de Nicaragua. Decretan : Art. (mico. — Los compromisos que 
tiene contraidos el Gobierno con la Compania de diligencias, los cumplira de preferencia del 
fondo de caminos creado para la composicion de las rutas principales de la Republica. Dado 
en el salon de Sesiones de la Camara de Diputados. Managua, febrero 19 de 1863. — 
Pedro Zeledon, D. P. — Eduardo Castillo. D. S. — Jerénimo Pérez, D. S. — Al Poder 
Ejecutivo. Sala de la Camara del Senado. Managua 20 de febrero de 1863. --- Fernando 
Guzman, S. P.—' Macario Alvarez, S. S. — Basilio Salinas, S. S. — Por tanto : Ejeditese. 
Managua, febrero 20 de 1863. — Nicacio del Castillo. — El Ministro de Fomento. — Juan J. 
Lescano, 


Decreto de 20 de febrero de 1863, indultando a don Carlos Aragon. El Senador Presidente 
(le la Republica a sus habitantes, Sabed : Que el Congreso ha ordenado lo siguiente : El 
Seriado y Camara de Diputados de la Republica de Nicaragua,. Decretan : Art. Unico. — Se 
indulta al Sr. don Carlos Aragon de la pena de suspension del derecho de procurar por a, 6 
por otra persona a que fue condenado por el ex-Alcalde 1? de la ciudad de Rivas, por 
sentencia de 28 de marzo del ao ppdo. conforme al art. 203 del Codigo penal. Dado en el 
salon. de Sesiones de la Camara del Senado Managua, febrero 17 de 1863. — Fernando 
Guzman, S. P. — Macario Alvarez, S. S. Basilio Salinas, S. S. — Al Poder Ejecutivo. Sala de 
la Camara de Diputados. Managua, 20 de febrero de 1863. — Pedro Zeledon, D. P. — 
Eduardo Castillo, D. S, — Jerénimo Perez, D. S. — Por tanto : Ejecutese. — Palacio 
Nacional. Managua, febrero 20 de 1863.— Nicacio del Castillo. — El Ministro de Justicia. — 
Juan J. Lescano. 


Acuerdo concediendo un grado militar. EL GOBIERNO: En uso de sus facultades, ACUERDA 
: Unico —Se concede el grado do Capitan de las milicias de la Republica, al sefor Teniente 
don Roumualdo Cisneros de Leon: ascenso de Teniente efectivo, al Subteniente don Miguel 
Pineda, vecino de Masaya; i de Subteniente, al Sarjento Jorge Almaza de Tipitapa, i a don 
Fernando Castillo de Granada. Estiéndanse los despachos de lei; i comuniquese— 
Managua, marzo 15 de 1869—Guzman. 


Acuerdo por el que se nombra individuos de la Junta de reedificacion de templos de 
Granada. El Gobierno- En uso de sus facultades- Acuerda: Unico- Nombrase individuos de 
la Junta de reedificacién de templos de la ciudad de Granada, a los sefores: Cura y Vicario 
Presbitero don José Antonio Castillo, don Manuel Urbina, son Fernando Lacayo, don 
Eduardo Montiel y don Casimiro Arostegui. Comuniquese- Managua, 21 de Abril de 1881- 
Zavala- El Sub-Secretario encargado del Ministerio de Negocios Eclesiasticos- Garcia. 


a, haciendo uso de los mismos medios. Dado en el Salon de Sesiones de la Camara de 
Diputados — Managua, enero 31 de 1863. — Pedro Zeledon, D. P. — Eduardo Castillo, D. 
S.— J. D. Flores, D. S. — Al Poder Ejecutivo. Sala de la Camara del Senado. Managua, 
febrero, 4 de 1863. — Fernando Guzman S. P. — Nicacio del Castillo, S. S. — Basilio 
Salinas, S. S. — Por tanto : Ejecutese. Palacio Nacional. Managua, febrero 6 de 1863.— 
Nicacio del Castillo. — Al Sr. Lcdo. don Juan J. Lescano, Srio. de Fomento. — Juan J. 
Lescano. 


Acuerdo de 12 de agosto, declarando sin lugar un reclamo contra la Hacienda publica. EL 
GOBIERNO: Con presencia del espediente en que el sefor don Nicacio del Castillo reclama 
la cantidad de dos mil pesos ( $ 2,000 ), como perjuicios causados a él en la guerra civil i 
nacional; i de la resolucion dictada por el juez comisionado en 21 de julio préximo pasado, 
fundandose en la prueba suficiente i varios defectos de nulidad de que adolece. ACUERDA: 
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1.° Declarase sin lugar la espresada solicitud, archivandose en consecuencia las 
deligencias. 2.° Comuniquese—Managua, agosto 12 de 1868— Guzman. 


Decreto de 4 de marzo, faculta Ido al Gobierno para hacer educar en el Liceo de San 
Agustin un nifho pobre de cada departamento. El Presidente de la Republica. a sus 
habitantes. Sabed: Que el Congreso ha ordenado lo siguiente: "El Senado y Camara de 
Diputados de la Republica de Nicaragua, Decretan: Art. 1. OSe faculta al Gobierno para que 
en cuanto lo permitan las c;rcunstancias del Tesoro publico, haga educar en el Colegio de 
San Agustin, establecido en Granada, un nifio po. bre de cada departamento de la 
Republica. Art. 2. ° Los que asi fueren agraciados, estaran obligados a servir escuelas en su 
respectivo departamento por igual tiempo al que permanecieron en el Colegio, y por la 
dotacion que tenga senalada la Junta de,instruccion respectiva, luego que concluida su 
educacion, regresen a ellos. Dado en el salon de sesiones de la Camara del Senado — 
Managua, febrero 28 de 1861.—Hermenegildo Zepeda, P.___ Manuel Revelo, S.—Nicacio del 
Castillo, S. -Al Poder Ejecutivo.—Salon de sesiones de la Camara de Diputados. — 
Managua, marzo 1 Ode 1861.—Pedro Zeledon, D. P.—Eduardo Castillo, D. S —Joaquin 
Elizondo, D. S".—Palacio Nacional. Managua, marzo 4 de-1861.—Por tanto: Ejecutese.— 
Tomas Martinez. —Al Sefor Ministro general.—J. Miguel Cardenas. 


Decreto de 19 de febrero de 1863, suprimiendo y haciendo la distribucion de la cantidad con 
reemplazado. El Senador Presidente de la Republica, 4 sus Sabed: Q tic el Congreso ha 
ordenado lo siguiente El Sellado y Camara de Diputados de la de Nicaragua. Decretan : Art. 
1? — Desde el 1? de enero del corriente esta suprimida la contribucion del diezmo ; pero 
tincion no priva a los arrendatarios ni a la Iglesia percepcion de frutos 6 especies nacidas en 
el aho cuya recaudacion y entrega debe hacarse en el Art. 29 — Para la satisfaccion de las 
rentas ticas, y las demas deudas a que estaba afecta decimal, se senala la cantidad de diez 
y siete del impuesto sobre el ganado de matar, que se en la forma siguiente : Para satisfacer 
las rentas eclesiasticas desiol e, das por el Concordato Para confesores é iglesias pobres 
Para el hospital de Granada Para el de Leon Para la Junta de Instruccion del mismo Para la 
de Granada Para la de Rivas Para la de Chinandega Para la de Matagalpa Para la de Nueva 
- Segovia Para la de Chontales el diezmo que fué habitantes, : Republica afho esta exde la. 
de 1862, ano actual. eclesiasla masa mil pesos distribuira a- 12,152 1000 1000 1000 375 
375 250 248 200 200 200 Total $ 17,000 Art. 39 — Para la reparacion de Catedral, tambien 
podra el Gobierno destinar, del mismo fondo 6 de cualquiera otro la cantidad que le fuese 
posible conforme lo permitan las urgencias del Erario. Dado en la sala de sesiones de la 
Camama del Senado. Managua, 10 de febrero de 1863. — Fernando Guzman, S. P. — 
Macario Alvarez, S. S. — Basilio Salinas, S. S. — Al Poder Ejecutivo. — Salon de sesiones 
de la Camara de Diputados. Managua, febrero 14 de 1863. — Pedro Zeledon D. P. — 
Eduardo Castillo, D. S. — José Nufiez, D. S. — Por tanto : Ejecutese — Palacio Nacional. 
Managua, febrero 19 de 1863. — Nicacio del Castillo. — El Ministro de Negocios 
Eclesiasticos. — Juan J. Lescano. 


Decreto de 2 de marzo, senalando 80 pesos de sueldo a los Ministros de la aduana de San 
Carlos. El Gobierno: Con vista de la designacion que el presupuesto Legislativo de 20 de 
marzo ultimo hace a los Mtros. de la Aduana de San Carlos en la partida 6a y deseando 
allanar las dificultades que presenta la diferencia establecida en sus dotaciones, no obtante 
quedar ambos sujetos a la misma responsabilidad como claveros; atendiendo a que sin 
alterar la cantidad total presupuestada, puede ocurrirse a este inconveniente aplicandola por 
mitad a uno y otro Mtro. y dejando al que hace de Contador vista la obligacion de proveer de 
escribiente para la oficina. que es lo que ha querido el Soberano Congreso al suprimir esta 
plaza: en uso de sus Facultades constitucionalmente delegadas en el ramo de Hacienda. 
Decreta: Art. 1° La dotacion de los Ministros de la Aduana de San Carlos sera. la de 80 
pesos cada uno, siendo de da del Contador el proveer de escribiente a la oficina. Art. 2° El 
nombramiento de Contador hecho en 9 de febrero ultimo, quedara sujeto a I() establecido en 
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el presente decreto. Comuniquese a quienes corresponde. —Dado en Granada, a 2 de 
marzo de 1863. —Nicacio del Castillo. 


Decreto de 15 de mayo, reglamentando la venta de licores fuertes estrangeros. El Senador 
Presidente de la Republica a sus habitantes: Considerando que la introduccion de licores 
fuertes estrangeros esta gravada con cuarenta centavos por botella, que se pagan 
precisamente en dinero en las Aduanas de la Republica, en cuyo concepto es de necesidad 
eximir a las ventas por menor del impuesto de ocho pesos mensuales que se cobra a virtud 
del derecho de 31 de octubre de 1860; en uso de sus facultades, Decreta: Art. 1° Del 1° de 
junio en adelante no se cobraran a las ventas por menor de licores fuertes estrangeros los 
ocho pesos mensuales que estableci6 el decreto de 31 de octubre de 1860 h beneficio de la 
Hacienda publica. Art 2° Para continuar 6 establecer nueras ventas, los interesados sacaran 
licencia del Subdelegado 6 Subprefecto respectivo, quien para otorgarla debe exigir fianza a 
su satisfaccion da que no se adulteraran los licores que se venderan junto a los puestos 
donde se realiza el aguardiente de la Nacion; y que en caso de falta pagaran de diez a 
veinticinco pesos de multa que gubernativamente se les hara exihibir. Dado en Granada, a 
15 de mayo de 1863—N. Castillo. 


Decreto de 16 de mayo, que da 6 las onzas Hispano—americanas el valor de 16 pesos. El 
Senador Presidente de la Republica a sus habitantes: Teniendo en consideracion que fas 
onzas de oro de las Republicas Hispano—americanas circulan en el comercio de los otros 
Estados de la América—Central por el valor de 16 pesos fuertes, lo mismo que en el de las 
demos Naciones de su origen: y siendo una traba para las transacciones mercantiles la 
diversa estimacion que se da en el pais a dicha moneda; en uso de sus atribuciones ha 
venido en decretar y Decreta; Art. 1° Las onzas de oro de las Republicas 
Hispanoamericanas se recibiran en las oficinas de Hacienda de la Nacion por el valor de 
diez y seis pesos fuertes. Art. 2° Las propias oficinas tan luego que reciban el presente 
decreto practicaran el corte de que habla el art. 140 del Reglamento de contabilidad de 22 
de agosto de 1861. Art. 3° Queda abrogado el art. 2 ° del decreto de 1 ° de julio de 1861, 
que mando que dichas onzas se reciban por quince pesos sesenta fuertes. Dado en 
Granada a 16 de mayo de 1863—N. Castilla. 


Acuerdo de 27 de mayo, facultando a los Srs. Prefecto del Departamento y Subprefecto de 
Managua, para que convoquen a elecciones municipales de esba ciudad y la de Managua. 
El Gobierno : Considerando que las Municipalidades de esta ciudad y la de Managua se 
hallan desorganizadas a causa de que algunos de sus individuos se han ausentado 
voluntariamente de sus destinos, y otros estan prestando sus servicios en el Ejército : siendo 
conveniente al buen Gobierno de las enunciadas ciudades, el reaparecimiento del cuerpo 
Municipal respectivo para la promocion de los negocios publicos encomendados a su 
cuidado; en uso de sus facultades de que se haya investido, ha tenido 4 bien acordar y 
Acuerda : 1° Se faculta a los Srs. Prefecto de este Departamento y Subprefecto de 
Managua, para que convoquen a. elecciones municipales en esta ciudad y la de Managua, 
con objeto de que se repongan los Municipales en esta ciudad y que se hayan ausentado 
voluntariamente de sus destinos, y a los que estén sirviendo en vl. Ejército. 2° La autoridad 
politica de este Departamento y la del distrito de Managua bajo su mas estrecha 
responsabilidad y con la brevedad posible, son encargados de la ejecucion del presente 
acuerdo. Comuniquese.—Granada, mayo 27 de 1863.—Caastillo. 


Decreto de 15 de .Febrero, indultando a unos reos El Presidente de !a Republica sus 
habitantes., sSabed: Que el Congreso ha ordenado lo siguiente. El Senado v Camara de 
Diputados de la Republi ca, de Nicaragua. Decreta : Unico--indultase a los reos Jos é, Maria, 
Desiderio, Venancio, Toribio -y Agapito Diaz, Ednvigi< Rodriguez, Valentin y Tranquilino 
Perez y Juana Garcia, de las penas a que fueron condenados por sentencia ejecutoriada de 
13 de Mayo de 1872, Sala de sesiones de la Camara de Diputado,.— Ma.nagua. Enero 18 
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de 1876—S. A Morales, D. P.-- Francisco- del Castillo, D. S.—Tooribio Tijerino, 1). S.—.Al 
Poder Ejecutivo—Sala de sesiones del Senado----Managua, Febrero 14 de 1882--Benjamin 
Guerra, S. P.--José Maria Rojas, S. S.—Ram6n Saenz: S. S.---Por tanto: Ejecutese— 
Managua, 15 de Febrero de 1882—Joaquin Zavala--E1 Ministro de justicia—Vicente Navas. 


Decreto de 14 de marzo, aclarando el art. 2° del de 3 de febrero del mismo ano por el que se 
nombraron dos Magistrados suplentes de la Seccion suprema de justicia de Oriente y 
Mediodia. El Presidente de la Republica, a sus habitantes. Sabed: Que el congreso ha 
ordenado lo siguiente: El Soberano Congreso de la Republica de Nicaragua, Decretan: Art. 
Unico. El art. 2° del decreto de 3 de febrero ultimo, se leera en estos términos: “Son 
Magistrados suplentes de la misma Seccion los Srs. Lcdo. don Juan J. Lezcano, en 
reposicion del sefor Br. don Florencio Fletes, y el sehor Br. don Luis Mejia en reposicién del 
mismo Mejia.” Al Poder Ejecutivo — Salon de sesiones — Managua, marzo 13 de 1865. — 
Juan B. Sacasa, D. P. — Federico Solorzano, S. S. — Nicacio del Castillo, S. S. — Por tanto: 
Ejecutese — P. N. Managua, marzo 14 de 1865. — Tomas Martinez. — El Ministro de Justicia — 
Antonio Silva. 


Decreto de 27 de febrero, renovandose los Senadores, que cumplieron su periodo y 
corresponden a los Departamentos de Leon y Rivas. El Presidente de la Republica, 4 sus 
habitantes, Sabed: Que la Camara del Senado ha ordenado lo siguiente: La Camara del 
Senado, Decreta: Art. Unico. Para la renovacioén de los Senadores que han cumplido su 
periodo constitucional, elegiran en la 6poca que la ley senala las Juntas departamentales, 
para el periodo inmediato que comienza el 1° de enero de 67. El Departamento de Leon un 
Senador propietario y un suplente en lugar del propietario Lcdo. don Bacilio Salinas y 
suplente don Terencio Delgado. El Departamento de Granada, un propietario y un suplente 
en lugar del propietario don Vicente Cuadra y del suplente don Nicacio del Castillo. El de 
Rivas, un propietario y un suplente, en lugar del propietario don Sebastian Marenco y del 
suplente don Evaristo Carazo. Al Poder Ejecutivo — Dado en el salon de sesiones de la 
Camara del Senado. — Managua, febrero 26 de 1866. — M. Montealegre, S. P. — Sebastian 
Marenco, S.S. — José Abarca, S. S. — Por tanto: Ejecutese — P. N. Managua, Febro. 27 de 
1866. — Tomas Martinez. — El Ministro del Interior — Antonio Silva. 


Decreto de 27 de febrero, renovandose los Senadores, que cumplieron su periodo y 
corresponden a los Departamentos de Leon y Rivas. El Presidente de la Republica, a sus 
habitantes, Sabed: Que la Camara del Senado ha ordenado lo siguiente: La Camara del 
Senado, Decreta: Art. Unico. Para la renovacién de los Senadores que han cumplido su 
periodo constitucional, elegiran en la 6poca que la ley sefala las Juntas departamentales, 
para el periodo inmediato que comienza el 1° de enero de 67. El Departamento de Leon un 
Senador propietario y un suplente en lugar del propietario Lcdo. don Bacilio Salinas y 
suplente don Terencio Delgado. El Departamento de Granada, un propietario y un suplente 
en lugar del propietario don Vicente Cuadra y del suplente don Nicacio del Castillo. El de 
Rivas, un propietario y un suplente, en lugar del propietario don Sebastian Marenco y del 
suplente don Evaristo Carazo. Al Poder Ejecutivo — Dado en el salon de sesiones de la 
Camara del Senado. — Managua, febrero 26 de 1866. — M. Montealegre, S. P. — Sebastian 
Marenco, S.S. — José Abarca, S. S. — Por tanto: Ejecutese — P. N. Managua, Febro. 27 de 
1866. — Tomas Martinez. — El Ministro del Interior — Antonio Silva. 


Decreto de 14 de enero de 1876, que cede el edificio de 
San Francisco de Granada para el Colegio de varones 
fundado en aquella ciudad, 

EL PRESIDENTE DE LA REPUBLICA, 

a sus habitantes, 
SABED: 
que el Congreso ha ordenado lo siguiente: 
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El Senado y Camara de Representantes de la 
Republica de Nicaragua, 

DECRETAN: 

Art. Unico—La Junta Directiva de Estudios de 

la ciudad de Granada, cedera gratuitamente para el 
uso del Colegio de Varones establecido en aquella 
ciudad el edificio de San Francisco destinado anteriormente 
para local de la ensefhanza de nifas. 

Dado en el Salon de Sesiones de la Camara del 
Senado—Managua, enero 10 do 1876—José A. Arce, 
P.—Domingo Rivas, S.—Ram6on Briones, S. 

Al Poder Ejecutivo—Sal6én de Sesiones de la 

Camara de Diputados —Managua, enero 11 de 1876— 
A. Cardenas. P. --Francisco del Castillo, S —Toribio 
Tijerino, S. 

Por tanto: Ejecutese—P.N Managua, enero 

14 de 1876—Pedro Joaquin Chamorro—E] Ministro, 
de Instruccién Publica— Tomas A von. 


Resolucion de 27 de Marzo de 1851 que sefala al Sr. Pres bitero Don Vicente Rojas la 
mensualidad de veinte pesos de los fondos de instruccion publica en lugar de la de quince 
que disfrutaba. El Director del Estado de Nicaragua a sus habitantes— Por cuanto la 
Asamblea Legislativa resuelto lo s iguiente —E] Senado y Camara de Representantes del 
Estado de Nicaragua constituidos en Asamblea RESUELVEN Art. Unico. La mensualidad de 
15 pesos de que hasta ahora ha disfrutado el Sr. Presbitero Don Vicente Rojas, sera en lo 
sucesivo de 20 pesos que se paga ran por mitad de los fondos de instruccion publica de los 
Departamentos de Oriente y Occidente; quedando en consecuencia reformada la resolucion 
que habia. se- falado la primera cuota. Dado en el Salon de sesiones de la Camara de 
Representantes, en Santiago de Managua, a. 20 de Marzo de 1851--- J. Joaquin Cuadra R. 
S.. Francisco Barberena R. S.—AI Supremo Poder Ejecutivo.— Salon de la Camara del 
Senado, Santiago de Managua, Marzo 26 de 1851.— Nicacio del Castillo S. S—José de 
Jesus Robleto S. S.--Por tanto: ejecutese. Managua, Mzo. 27 de 1851.-- Norberto Ramirez.. 
Ai Sr. Licenciado Don Sebastian Salinas Secretario del despacho de rela-, ciones y 
gobernacion. 


DECRETO n. 43 _que nombraMagistrados- de la Supr a Corte de Justicia. El Suprerno 
Gobierno-de laRepublica de Nicaragua a sus habitantes: Siendo conveniente nombrar 
Magistrados para la, Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Republica, Decreta, Art. 1 Se han por 
:Magistrados propietarios para la Sus prema Seccion de Justicia de Oriente y Mediedia los 
Sres. Lcdos. don Gregorio Bolafos, don Isidoro Lopez. don Santiago Morales y Br. don 
Nicasio del Castillo; y por suplentes los Sres Lcdos. don Fernando Sequeira, don Lino César, 
don Francisco Jimenez, y Escribano don José de Jesus Ansoategui. Art. 2. Se han por 
Magistrados propietarios para la Supre. ma Seccion Ocidente y Setentridn los Sres. Lcdos. 
:Hermenegildo Zepeda, don’ Sebastian. Salinas, don Jesus Baca y Dr. don RemigioJerez; y 
por suplentes los Sres. Lcdos. don Buenaventura Selva, don Santiago Buitrago, don 
Francisco Aguilar y Br don José,Herdocia _Art. 3. Los nombrados ejerceran sus destino ‘para 
mientras la proxima Legislatura dispone lo conveniente. 4.rt. 4. © Comuniquese a quienes. 
corresponde.—Dado Managua, a 21 de julio de 1857.---Tomas Martinez Maximo Je rez. 


Decreto de 25 de febrero derogando el Art. 3° de ley de 9 de marzo de 1863 que requiere la 
audiencia Fiscal en la glosa de las cuentas municipales. El Senador Presidente de la 
Republica. Considerando que la intervencion Fiscal que tienen los Administradores de rentas 
por el final del art. 3° del decreto Ejecutivo de 9 de marzo de 1853, para la glosa y 
fenecimiento de las cuentas de las Corporaciones Municipales y juntas itinerarias, lejos de 
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producir el bien que se propuso el Gobierno, hacen sufrir retardo al fenecimiento de dichas 
cuentas y perjudican a los respectivos fondos y por el honorario que tienen que satisfacer al 
Fiscal, cuyo pedimento hasta hoy no se ha contraido a, otra cosa que 4 llenar la simple 
formula. Teniendo presente las observaciones que a este respecto ha hecho el sefhor 
Prefecto de este Departamento en nota de la fecha; en uso de sus facultades, ha tenido a 
bien dictar el siguiente, Decreto: Art. 1° Para la glosa y fenecimiento de las cuentas de los 
fondos Municipales y Juntas itinerarias, no es necesario la audiencia Fiscal requerida por el 
Art. 3° del espresado decreto de 9 de marzo de 1853: Art. 2° En consecuencia queda 
derogado dicho articulo en la parte referida, y las demas disposiciones que se opongan al 
presente. Dado en Granada a 25 de febrero de 1863, Nicacio del Castillo. 


Acuerdo de 7 de marzo, facultando al General en jefe para levantar fuerza. El Gobierno: Con 
presencia de los sucesos de guerra entre Guatemala y el Salvador: del tratado de alianza 
defensiva cangeado entre aquella Republica y la de Nicaragua: de la mediacion pacifica 
entre aquellas Republicas iniciada por el Gobierno de Costa—Rica: reconociendo como su 
primer deber el de mantener ilesa la soberania é independencia de la Republica y la 
integridad de su territorio amenazada por la alianza ofensiva entre las Republicas del 
Salvador y Honduras, por la ocupacion militar que el Gobierno del Salvador ha dado 
constantemente al General Jerez y otros emigrados de Nicaragua, y exitacion de estos a 
otros descontentos del interior, manteniendo la espectativa de una agresion, y por la espresa 
amenaza Oficial de bloqueo al puerto de Corinto hecha por el Gobierno del Salvador al de 
Nicaragua con pretestos espeviosos: reconociendo igualmente el deber de cumplir en sus 
casos los compromisos con. traidos por aquel tratado; y. con presencia finalmente del 
memurandum presentado por una comision del vecindario notable de Leon, manifestando 
sus votos y deseos respecto A la actual situacion, Acuerda: 1° El General en jefe del ejército 
de la Republica. levantara la fuerza necesaria para llenar aquellos objetos segun lo 
demande la situacion. 2° Desde luego se procedera a protocolizar todos los antecedentes de 
los hechos que amagan la seguridad de la Republica, y a instruir informaciones conexas de 
todo lo que tenga relacion con estos hechos. 39 El Ministro de Guerra cuidara de la 
publicacion y cumplimiento del presente acuerdo, y el de Relaciones Exteriores de 
comunicarlo a los Gobiernos de Centro América con quienes estamos en relaciones, y a los 
Estran- peros por medio de sus respectivos Ministros, ante quienes se protesta que 
Nicaragua, no teniendo otro interes que la paz y progreso a que esta llamada, es 4 su pesar 
obligada a esta aptitud por amagos y peligros independientes de su voluntad. Comuniquese. 
—Granada, marzo 7 de 1863.—Castillo. 


Acuerdo de 21 de enero, en que senombran comisiones que presidan las elecciones del 
Canton de la Parroquia de Granada i Villa de Jinotepe, EL. GOBIERNO: Debiendo 
practicarse de nuevo las elecciones primaria del Canton de la Parroquia de Granada i de los 
dos de la Villa de Jinotepe, de conformidad con lo resuelto por la Camara de DD : no 
habiendo Directorio que las presida porque el del bienio anterior, ya cumplid6 su periodo, i el 
que fué nombrado en octubre Ultimo esta, comprendi da en la declaratoria de nulidad: siendo 
este caso semejante al de que habla el acuerdo gubernativo de 15 de octubre ppdo.; con 
mérito de los fundamentos que alli se espone, ACUERDA: Se comisiona a los Sres. don 
Francisco del Castillo, don Francisco Rocha i don Francisco Calonje, para que presidan la 
junta popular del Canton de la Parroquia de Granada, con el solo objeto de recibir la votador: 
para los individuos del Directorio respectivo, i dar posesion a los que resulten electos. 2? 
Igual comision se confiere a los senhores don Da-- niel Villavicencio, don Fernando Quiroz 
don Manuel Matuz, para el Canton oriental; a, los sefores don Agutin san chez, don J. 
‘Miguel Rocha i Coronel don Saturnino Serrano, para el occidental, de la Villa de jinotepe. 3V 
El Prefecto del Departamento sefalara el dia en que deban verificarse las referidas 
elecciones.:, dictando las medidas que esten en sus facultados para que dichos actos se 
practiquen con la libertad i el ,orden correspondiente— Comuniquese —Managna, 21 de 
enero de 1867-- Martinez. 
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Acuerdo legislativo de 27 de diciembre de 1837, premiando a varias personas que en tiempo 
del colera asiatico prestaron servicios a la humanidad doliente. Al dar cuenta el Vice-Jefe 
Supremo del uso que hizo de las facultades que le fueron concedidas para aliviar a la 
humanidad en tiempo de colera, recomienda los importantes servicios de varios ciudadanos 
que se distinguieron en tan tremendas circunstancias, y aunque por delicadeza calla su 
nombre, informada la Legislatura de los relevantes servicios que como facultativo prest6 a la 
humanidad, y uso de la atribucién 16 del articulo 81, Acorddé: 1°. Declarar Benemérito de la 
Patria al C. José Nunez, actual Vice-Jefe del Estado. 2°. Que el Gobierno interponga los 
respetos de la Asamblea con el Padre Vicario Capitular para que los Presbiteros ciudadanos 
Francisco Quijano, German Sequeira, Hilario Herdocia, Maximo Gallegos y los demas que 
sin ser curas ni tener dotaci6n alguna por administrar, hayan desempenado sus funciones 
eclesiasticas a satisfaccién del Gobierno y del publico en el cdlera, sean colocados en los 
mejores destinos de su ministerio. 3°. Que los Curas y Coadjutores que asimismo hayan 
desempenado a satisfaccién del Gobierno y del publico las funciones de su ministerio en sus 
respectivas parroquias, se les den las gracias a nombre de la Legislatura, publicando sus 
nombre por la prensa. 4°. Que los seculares que sin dotaci6n alguna prestaron grandes 
servicios, si son militares, obtengan un grado mas en su arma, y si Son paisanos, sean 
exencionados por cinco afhos de toda carga concejil, a menos que voluntariamente quieran 
admitirla. 5°. Que los que llevaron dotacién sean exencionados por tres anos. 6°. Que en el 
Cabildo y Universidad de esta ciudad se ponga con letras de oro la siguiente inscripcién: Los 
Licenciados en medicina Manuel del Sol y Miguel Guerrero, yacen por salvar a la 
humanidad: que igual inscripcién se ponga en los mismos edificios de la ciudad de Granada 
en memoria del C. Licenciado Nicasio del Castillo. 


Decreto de 21 de Marzo ratificando el tratado ajustado con la Reina de Espana. El Director 
del Estado de Nicaragua a sus habitantes.--- Por cuanto la A. L. ha decretado lo siguiente. El 
Senado y Camara de Representantes del Estado de Nicaragua constituidos en Asamblea 
DECRETAN: Art. 1. ° Ratificase en todas sus partes el tratado celebrado en Madrid en 25 de 
julio del afo pré- ximo pasado entre el Supremo Gobierno de este Estado y el de S. M. C. 
Dona Isabel Il por medio de legitimos Representantes nombrados, al efecto, el cual se 
compone de diezisiete articulos, y su tenor es el siguiente. Su Magestad la Reina de Espada 
Doha Isabel Il. por una parte, y la Republica de Nicaragua por otra, animados del mismo 
deseo de poner término a las desavenencias é incomunicacion que ha existido entre los dos 
Gobiernos y de afianzar con un acto publico y solemne de reconciliacion y de paz las buenas 
relaciones que naturalmente existen ya entre los subditos de uno y otro Estado como 
procedentes de una misma familia, han determinado celebrar con tan plausible objeto un 
tratado de paz y amistad fundados en principios de justicia y de reciproca conveniencia. 
Para este fin Su Majestad Catdlica se ha dignado nombrar por su Plenipotenciario a Don 
Pedro lose Pidal Marquez de Pidal, Caballero Gran Cruz de la Real y distinguida orden 
espafnola de Carlos tercero, de la de San Fernando y del mérito de las dos Sicilias, de la del 
Leon Neerlandes, de la de Pio IX, de la de Leopdldo de Bélgica, de la de Cristo de Portugal, 
de la de San Mauricio y San Lazaro de Cerdena, Caballero de primera clase de la de 
Leopoldo de Austria, condecorado con el Nischani Jftifar de primera clase en brillantes de 
Turquia, individuo de numero de la Academia espanola, de la de Historia y de la de San 
Fernando, y honorario de la de San Carlos de Valencia, Diputado a Cortes y su Ministro de 
Estado; y la Republica de Nicaragua a Don José de Marcoleta, Comendador de la Real 
orden de Francisco primero de Napoles, y encargado de negocios de Nicaragua y Honduras 
cerca de las Cortes de Béljica Paises Bajos, Gran Bretafa, Cerdefna, Santa. Sede y de la 
Republica Francesa; quienes despues de haber. se comunicado sus plenos Poderes, y de 
haberlos hallado en buena y debida forma, han convenido en los articulos siguientes. 
ARTICULO PRIMERO. Su Majestad Catdlica, usando de la facultad que le compete por 
decreto de las Cortes generales del Reino de 4 de Diciembre de 1836, renuncia para 
siempre del modo mas formal y solemne por si y sus su. cesores, la soberania, derechos y 
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acciones que la corresponden sobre el territorio americano, situado entre el mar atlantico y 
el pacifico con sus islas adyacentes, conocido antes bajo la denominacion provincia de 
Nicaragua, hoi Republica del mismo nombre y sobre los demas territorios que se hubiesen 
incorporado a dicha republica,, ARTICULO SEGUNDO. En su consecuencia, su Magestad 
Catélica reconoce como nacion libre, soberana é independiente a la Republica de 
Nicaragua, con todos los territorios que la pertenecen de mar a mar, 6 que en lo sucesivo la 
pertenecieren. ARTICULO TERCERO. Habra total olvidé de lo pasado y una amnistia 
general y completa para todos Los subditos de S, NI, y ciudadanos de Nicaragua, sin 
excepcion alguna, cualquiera que haya sido el partido que hubiesen seguido durante las 
disenciones felizmente terminadas por el presente tratado. Y esta amnistia se estipula y ha 
de darse por la alta interposicion de su Magestad Catolica en prueba del deseo que la anima 
de que la es trecha amistad, paz y uni6n que desde ahora en adelante y para siempre han 
de conservarse entre sus subditos y los ciudadanos de Nicaragua, se funden en 
sentimientos de reciproca venevolencia. ARTICULO CUARTO. Su Majestad Catolica y la 
Republica de Nicaragua convienen en que los subditos y ciudadanos respectivos de ambas 
Naciones conserven espeditos y libres sus derechos para reclamar y obtener justicia y plena 
satisfaccion por las deudas bona fide contraidas entre si, como tambien en que no se les 
ponga por parte de la autoridad publica ningun obstacuio en los derechos que puedan alegar 
por razon de matrimonio, herencia por testamento 6 abintestato, cualquiera otro de los titulos 
de adquisicion reconocidos por las leyes del pais en que haya lugar a la reclamacion. 
ARTICULO QUINTO. Deseosa la Republica de Nicaragua de dar a su Majestad Catolica un 
testimonio de amistad, reconoce de la manera mas formal y solemne en virtud del presente 
tratado, como deuda consolidada de la Republica tan privilegiada como la que mas, todos 
los créditos, cualquiera que sea su clase por pensiones, sueldos, suministros, anticipos, 
fletes, empréstitos forzosos, depdsitos, contratas y cualquiera otra deuda, ya de guerra, ya 
anterior a esta, que pesase sobre aquella antigua. Provincia de la Espana, siempre que 
proceda de ordenes directas del Gobierno espanol, de sus autoridades establecidas en 
aquellos territorios, hoi Republica de Nicaragua, hasta que se verificd la completa 
evacuacion del pais por las autoridades espanolas Para este efecto seran considerados 
como comprobantes los asientos de los libros de cuenta y razon de las oficinas de la 
Capitania general de Guatemala, 6 de las especiales de la provincia de Nicaragua y sus 
territorios, asi como los ajustes y certificaciones originales, 6 copias legitimamente 
autorizadas, y cualquier otro documento que haga fé con arreglo a las leyes de la Republica. 
La certificacion de estos créditos no se terminara sin oir a las partes interesadas, v las 
cantidades que de es, ta liquidacion resulten admitidas y de legitimo pago devengaran el 
irteres legal correspondiente desde un afho despues de canjeadas las ratificaciones del 
presente tratado, aunque la liquidacion se verifique con posterioridad. ARTICULO SESTO. 
Como garantia de la deuda procedente de la estipulacion contenida en el articulo anterior, el 
Gobierno de de la republica procurara en cuanto lo permitan las circunstancias, establecer 
un fondo de amortizacion especial en favor de estos créditos. ARTICULO SETIMO 
Ygualmente declara la Republica de Nicaragua que aunque por punto jeneral en su territorio 
nohan tenido lugar secuestros ni confiscaciones de propiedades a subditos espafoles, sin 
embargo, para todo evento se com. promete solemnemente del mismo modo que la hace Su 
Majestad Catdlica, 4 que todos los bienes, muebles é inmuebles, alhajas, dinero, U otros 
efectos de cualquiera especie, que hubiesen sido secuestrados 6 confiscados a subditos 
espanoles, 6 a ciudadanos de la Republica de Nicaragua durante la guerra sostenida en 
América 6 despues de ella, y se hallaren todavia en poder del Gobierno en cuyo nombre se 
hizo el secuestro 6 la confiscacion, seran inmediatamente restituidos a sus antiguos duehos 
6 a sus herederos 6 legitimos representantes, sin que ninguno de ellos tenga accion pa ra 
reclamar cosa alguna por razon de los productos que dichos bienes hayan podido 6 debido 
rendir durante el secuestro 6 la confiscacion. Los desperfectos 6 mejoras causadas en teles 
bienes por el tiempo por el acaso durante el secuestro 6 la confiscacion, no se podran 
reclamar ni por una ni por otra parte; pero los antiguos duefnos 6 sus representantes, 
deberan abonar al Gobierno respectivo todas aquellas mejoras hechas por obra humana en 
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dichos bienes efectos despues del secuestro 6 confiscacion; asi como el espresado 
Gobierno debera abonarles todos los desperfectos que provengan de tal obra en la 
mencionada época. Y estos abonos reciprocos se haran de buena fe y sin contienda judicial 
a juicio amigable de peritos ti de arbitradores nombrados por las partes y terceros que ellos 
elijan en caso de discordia. A los acredores de que trata este articulo, cuyos bienes hayan 
sido vendidos 6 enagenados de cualquier modo, se les dara la indemnizacion competente, 
en estos términos y a su eleccion, 6 en papel de la deuda consolidada de la ciase de la mas 
privilegiada, cuyo interés empezara a correr al cumplirse el aho de canjeadas las 
ratificaciones del presente tratado, 6 en tierras del Estado: Si la indemnizaeion tuviese lugar 
en papel se dara al interesado por e! Gobierno respectivo un documento de crédito contra el 
Estado, que devengara interes desde la época que se fija en el parrafo anterior, aunqne el 
documento fuese espedido con posterioridad a, ella, y si se verificase en tierras publicas, 
despues del ano siguiente al canje de las ratificacio- nes, se ahadira al valor de las tierras 
que se dén en indemnizacion de los bienes perdidos la cantidad de tierras mas que se 
calcule equivalente al rédito de las primitivas, si se hubiesen estas entregado dentro del afho 
siguiente al referido canje, en términos que la indemnizacion sea efectiva y completa cuando 
se realice. Para la indemnizacion, tanto en papel como en tierras del Estado, se atendera al 
valor que tenian los bienes confiscados al tienpo del secuestro 6 confisco, procediéndose en 
todo de buena fe y de un modo amigable y conciliador. ARTICULO OCTAVO Cualquiera que 
sea el punto donde se hallen establecidos los subditos espafoles 6 los ciudadanos de 
Nicaragua, que en virtud de lo estipulado en los arti- culos 5° y 7° de este tratado, tengan 
que hacer alguna reclamacion, deberan presentarla precisamente dentro de cuatro ahos 
contados desde el dia en que se publique en la capital de Nicaragua la ratificacion del 
presente tratado, acompanando una relacion susinta de los hechos apoyada en documentos 
fehacientes que justifiquen la legitimidad de la demanda, y pasados dichos cuatro afos no 
se admitiran nuevas reclamaciones de esta clase bajo pretesto alguno. ARTICULO 
NOVENO. Para borrar de una vez todo vestijio de division entre los subditos de ambos 
paises, tan unidos por los vinculos de origen, religion, lengua, costumbres y afectos, 
convienen ambas partes contratantes en que aquellos espanoles que por cualquier modo 
hayan residido en la Republica de Nicaragua y adopta,lo aquella na. cionalidad, podran 
recobrar la suya primitiva, si asi los conviniese, en cuyo caso, sus hijos mayores de edad 
tendran el mismo derecho de opcion y los menores, mientras lo sean, seguiran la 
nacionalidad del padre, aunque unos y otros hayan nacido en el territorio de la Republica. El 
plazo para la opcion sera el de un ano para los que existan en el territorio de la Republica, y 
dos para los que se hallen ausentes. No haciéndose la opcion en este término, se entiende 
definitivamente adoptada la nacionalidad de la Republica. Convienen igualmente en que los 
actuales subditos espafoles nacidos en el territorio de Nicaragua podran adquirir la. 
nacionalidad de la Republica, siempre que en los mismos términos establecidos en este 
articulo, opten por ella. En tales casos, sus hijos mayores de edad adquiriran tambien igual 
derecho de opcion, y los menores de edad, mientras lo sean, seguiran la nacionalidad del 
padre. Para adoptar la. nacionalidad sera preciso que los interesados se bagan inscribir en 
la matricula de nacionales que deberan establecer las legaciones y consulados de ambos 
Estados, y transcurrido el termino que queda prefijado, solo se consideraran subditos 
espafoles y ciudadanos de Nicaragua los procedentes de Espana y de dicha Republica, que 
por su nacionalidad lleven pasaportes de sus respectivas autoridades y se hagan inscribir en 
el registro 6 matricula de la legacion 6 consulado de su nacion. ARTICULO DECIMO. Los 
subditos de su Magestad Cat6lica en Nicaragua, y los Ciudadanos de la Republica de 
Nicaragua en Espana podran ejercer libremente sus oficios y profesiones, poseer, comprar y 
vender por mayor y menor toda especie de bienes y propiedades muebles, estraer del pais 
sus valores integramente, disponer de ellos en vida 6 par muerte y suceder en los mismos 
por testamento 6 abintestato, todo con arreglo a las leyes del pais y en los mismos términos 
y bajo de iguales condiciones y adeudos que usan 6 usaren los de la nacion mas favorecida. 
ARTICULO UNDECIMO. Los subditos espafioles no estaran sujetos en Nicaragua, ni los 
ciudadanos de esta Republica en Espana al servicio del ejército 6 armada, 6 al de la milicia 
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nacional. Estaran igualmente esentos de toda carga 6 contribucion estraordinaria 6 préstamo 
forzoso, y en los impuestos ordinarios que satisfagan por razon de su industria, comercio 6 
propiedades seran tratados como los subditos 6 ciudadanos de la nacion mas favorecida. 
ARTICULO DUODECIMO. Entre tanto que su Megestad Catolica y la Republica de 
Nicaragua ajustan y concluyen un tratado de comercio y navegacion fundado en principios 
de reciprocas ventajas para uno y otro pais los subditos y ciudadanos de los Estados seran 
considerados para el adeudo de derechos por los frutos, efectos y mercaderias que 
importaren 6 esportaren de los territorios de las altas partes contratantes, asi como para el 
pago de los derechos de puertos, en los mismos términos que los de la nacion mas 
favorecida. Su Majestad Cat6élica y la Republica de Nicaragua se haran reciprocamente 
estensivas las concesiones, que en punto a comercio y navegacion hayan estipulado en lo 
sucesivo estipularen, con cualquiera otra nacion, y estos favores se disfrutaran 
gratuitamente si la concesion hubiese sido gratuita. y en otro caso, con las mismas 
condiciones con que se hubiese estipulado, 6 se acorda. ra por mutuo convenio una 
compensacion equivalente en cuanto sea posible. ARTICULO DECIMOTERCIO En caso de 
efectuarse en todo 6 parte, por el territorio de Nicaragua, la proyectada comunicacion 
interocea- nica, sea por medio de canales, por ferro-carriles 6 por estos U otros medios 
combinados, la bandera y las mercaderias espanolas asi como los subditos de su Ma- 
gestad Catdlica, disfrutaran en el transito de las mismas ventajas y esenciones otorgadas a 
las naciones mas favorecidas. Su Magestad Catdlica se compromete por su parte a unir sus 
esfuerzos a los del Gobierno de Nicaragua y a los de las Potencias que se concierten para 
llevar a cabo la grande obra ele garantir la neutralidad de esta importante via de 
comunicacion interoceanica, con el fin de conservar libre su transito, de protejerla contra 
todo embargo 6 confiscacion y de asegurar el capital invertido en ella. Dicha proteccion y 
garantia se cenceden condicionalmente y pueden ser retiradas si el Gobierno de su 
Majestad entiende que se adoptan a establecen, respecto al trafico que en el canal se haga, 
disposiciones que contrarien el espiritu y tendencia de las espresadas garantias, ya 
haciendo injustas preferencias 6 ya imponiendo opresivas exacciones 6 excesivos derechos 
a los pasajeros, buques 6 mercancias. Sin embargo, Su Majestad Catolica no retirara la 
referida proteccion y garantia, sin noticiarlo seis meses antes al Gobierno de Nicaragua. 
ARTICULO DECIMOCUARTO. Su Majestad Catdlica y la Republica de Nicaragua podran 
enviarse reciprocamente ajentes diplomaticos y establecer Consules en los puntos que lo 
permitan las leyes, y acreditados y reconocidos que sean tales agentes diplomaticos 6 
consulares por el Gobierno cerca del cual residan, 6 en cuyo territorio desempefen su 
encargo, disfrutaran de las franquicias, privilegios 6 immunidades de que se hayen en 
posesion los de igual clase de la nacion mas favorecida y desempenaran en los mismos 
términos todas las funciones propias de su cargo. ARTICULO DECIMOQUINTO. En los 
abintestatos que ocurran de subditos espafoles establecidos en Nicaragua 6 de ciudadanos 
de esta Republica en Espafia, sus respectivos Cénsules formaran el inventario de los bienes 
del finado, de acuerdo con la autoridad local, y en los mismos términos proveeran 4 la 
custodia de dichos bienes hasta que se presente el heredero 6 su legitimo representante. En 
los casos de naufragio, los cénsules respectivos podran tambien proceder al salvamento de 
acuerdo con la autoridad local competente. Los agentes diplomaticos y consulares estaran 
autorizados para reclamar que se restituyan a su bordo los desertores de los buques de 
guerra y mercantes de su nacion que Ileguen a los puertos de sus respectivas residencias; y 
ambas partes contratantantes se comprometen a hacer cuanto esté de su parte. para, que 
los dichos desertores sean aprendidos y custodiados hasta que se verifique la entrega. 
ARTICULO DECIMOSEXTO. Deseosa Su Magestad Cat6lica y la Republica de Nicaragua 
de conservar la paz y buena armonia que felizmente acaban de restablecer por el presente 
tratado declaran solemne y formalmente. 1 ° Que cualquiera ventaja 6 ventajas que 
adquirieren en virtud de los articulos anteriores son y deben entenderse como une 
compensacion de los beneficios que mutuamente se confieren por ellos; y - 2. ° Que si (lo 
que Dios no permita) se interrumpiese la buena armonia que debe reinar en lo venidero 
entre las partes contratantes, por falta de inteligencia de los articulos aqui convenidos, 6 por 
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otro motivo cualquiera de agravio 6 queja, ninguna de las partes podra autorizar actos de 
represalia u hostilidad por mar 6 tierra, sin haber presentado antes a la otra una memoria 
justificativa de los motivos en que funde la injuria o agravio y denegandose la 
correspondiente satisfaccion. ARTICULO DECIMOSETIMO. El presente tratado segun se 
halla estendido en diezisiete articulos sera ratificado y las ratificaciones se canjearan en esta 
Corte en el término de un ano, 6 antes si fuere posible. En fé de lo cual, nos los infrascritos 
Plenipotenciarios de Su Magestad Cat6lica y de la Republica de Nicaragua lo hemos firmado 
por duplicado y sellado con nuestros sellos particulares en Madrid, 4 25 de Julio de 1850— 
José de Marcoleta— L. S.—Pedro José Pidal — L. S. ARTICULO 2. ° Tan luego que el 
presente tratado haya obtenido igual ratificacion del Gobierno de Magestad Catdlica Dona 
Isabel Il, se tendra y cum- plira como lei del Estado soberano de Nicaragua. Dado en la Sala 
de sesiones de la Camara de Representantes en Santiago de Managua, a 15 de Marzo de 
1851— Mateo Mayorga— R. Joaquin CuadraR. S.— Francisco Barberena R. S --Al Supremo 
Poder Ejecutivo—Sala de la Camara del Senado.— Santiago de Managua, Marzo 20 de 
1851= Justo Abaunza S. P.— Nicacio del Castillo S. S.-J. de Jesus Robleto S. S. Por tanto: 
ejecutese-- Managua Marzo 21 de 1851. Nor berto Ramirez. Al Sr. Sebastian Salinas 
Secretario del 


Monday, January 2, 2017 


My Year In Genealogy and What I Hope For 
The Coming Year 


This was a year of travel for me. The travel began in 
December 2015 with a research trip to Nicaragua where | 
added a couple generations to my family tree. 


| watched the taping of Genealogy Roadshow at Union 
Station in Los Angeles last January, where | met a fellow 
member of Genealogists in Second Life for the first time 
in person. 


| spent a couple days in Edinburgh, Scotland in April, 
where | didn't do any research, but did set foot on the ancestral soil of many of my ancestors 
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for the first time. | loved Edinburgh and the Scottish countryside. My trip also took me through 
England and Wales. | would love to find an ancestral connection to England. | likely could if | 
was able to trace all of my early American lines back to their origins, which | have not been 
able to do. 


Atrip to the ancestral area of Eastern Tennessee was 
also very memorable and enjoyable. | enjoyed meeting 
and spending time with distant cousins on my Forgey 
line. Cousin Ken took me to many ancestral locations. It 
was a very moving experience to finally see these 
locations in person. | also had a nice dinner with Ken and 
his father. | also visited Greene County, Tennessee as a 
part of the "First Families of Tennessee Reunion & 


Jubilee" gathering | attended on the same trip. | participated in their bus tour of historic 
areas. The genealogy lectures at the "First Families of Tennessee Reunion & Jubilee" were 
excellent too. This gathering included some great entertainment, and exhibits on the streets 


of Knoxville. 
A month after my August visit to Tennessee | CHRST CHURCH, PHTLADELPITA: 
visited Washington DC, Maryland, Virginia and lee chit ory Poe mint 
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Pennsylvania for the first time. | have several ancestral ga Prod 
lines which settled in Maryland, Virginia, and » eDbars 8e 
Pennsylvania. An ancestral couple of mine married at 

Christ Church in Philadelphia. It was great to see that 

beautiful church in person. Jamestown and Colonial Williamsburg were other sites which 
brought the ancestors to mind. 
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Sadly this has been somewhat of a 
disappointing year on the autosomal 
DNA front. What | would like to do is 
map chromosomes using segment 
data. AncestryDNA still will not provide 
the information needed to make 
progress with this, and GEDmatch 
only has data for a small percentage 
of those who have tested at Ancestry. 


The Forgey DNA Project does have 
one person in the BigY and YFull, as 
of this year. We have a 

new haplogroup based on this 
testing, I-BY3819. 

| did learn more about genetic genealogy by hosting DNA discussions in Second Life. 


Island Fort Nicaragua 


| ended 2016, like | ended 2015, with another trip to Nicaragua. | found a person who had 
heard of my Great-Grandfather Nicascio Del Castillo. He said he had heard he was a great 
man. He was excited when | mentioned Nicasio's name, and | was just as excited to hear 
from someone who had knowledge of him. 
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Me on top of Island Fort 


do list for 2014 (I didn't make a list in 20157?) I did check off one task 


| think my number one priority this year is going to be trying to find out more about the 
mysterious Alexander Forgey of Washington County, Virginia. We don't know who his 
children are, and we don't know where or when he died? We lose all track of him in 
1807. Still looking 


. While researching the Brower family | saw Brenneman given as Susannah Brower's 


mother Eve's maiden name. | can't confirm this. | would like some documentation for 
this? Still looking 


. I've been doing some Browning family research this year. | would like to find more 


documentation linking the Tennessee Brownings with Maryland. Also need to find 
documentation that Elizabeth Drane was Edward's wife. | visited Greene County, TN. 
I've collected up more deeds for the Browning Family in Tennessee. Still only have 
circumstantial evidence for the Maryland connection 


. | still don't have any photos of Frank Kappel and Mary Kurta, my great-grand parents, 


so | will be continuing to search for those. Still no photos 


. Another carry over from previous years is finding the death information for Patek 


Mutter and Mary Huvane who died in Ireland. | was able to find the death information 
for both Patrick Mullen. He died 13 Aug 1930 in Pollaturick Co. Galway Ireland. | even 
found the name of his mother, a detail | never even thought was possible. | was also 
able to identify the breed of dogs my family owned in Ireland, and what color they 
were, by using the Dog License register at Findmypast. 
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Found Patrick Mullen on death register finally 


. The partnership of Ancestry.com and Familysearch will produced more records to 


search, and | plan on using them as soon as they are available. When | don't know? 
Still no Virginia Wills or Probate records at Ancestry 


. Another resolution from years past is learning more about my Nicaraguan ancestors. | 


did look into getting more information about them, but was disappointed to find out that 
the vital records office for Granada, Nicaragua doesn't respond to mailed in requests. 
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You must request records in person. So finding out more on this line may mean a trip 
to Granada, Nicaragua? | made a great deal of progress along these lines. Visiting 
Nicaragua twice has added names to the family tree. I've also learned much more 
about the culture of Nicaragua, and how they Celebrate the Christmas Holidays. 


8. I'll continue searching War of 1812 records as they come available. Still waiting for the 
O's to be indexed and uploaded 


9. I've upgraded my cousin Darryl Kapple's Y DNA test, and should get the results in a 
few weeks. 
We'll see if there as any matches at 37 markers? No 37 marker matches two years 
later. 


| didn't include my Owens research on the above list? | was able to turn a circumstantial 
lineage into one supported by documentation in 2015. 


In 2017 | will continue to research the Nicaraguan lines. | will also try to find the elusive 
ancestral connection or connections with England. The surname Thurman may lead to 
England? In any case | would love to find out how my Thurman line is related to some close 
Y DNA matches. A connection to England, or just discovering my earliest line to arrive in what 
is now the United States, would be nice. 


My goals for the New Year: 


1. After collecting information on my William McPike ancestor this year | was left 
wondering if there was more than one man by that name in Tennessee? | will see if | 
can confirm that all of the deeds | found belong to my ancestor William. 


2. I'll keep trying to find documentation for my Tennessee Browning family, and their 
connection with the Maryland Brownings. 


3. I'm hoping to find John Thurman's parents and his relationship to close DNA matches. 
Court records might be key to this? 


4. | need to add documents and documentation at Ancestry.com trees. 


5. | was able to get the original copy of Christian Brower's will a couple months ago. | 
discovered all of his children aren't mentioned so | need the settlement documents, 
which do contain names. 


6. As for continuing my Nicaraguan research | hope to make another, shorter, trip to 
Nicaragua for research purposes. Some places for additional research A) | have not 
inquired at the civil registration office in Granada, Nicaragua. Someone else did ask 
about a marriage record for my Great-Grandparents Nicasio Del Castillo and Elena 
Garcia. They couldn't find one. These records begin in 1879. It's possible they 
may have my Grandmother's birth record? B) More records are being indexed at the 
Municipal Archives Granada, more info may surface there? C) My family attended La 
Merced church and they have records going back go 1844. | need to press for more 
info from them. They may have a marriage records for Francisco Del Castillo and 
Alejandra Granizo, and Nicasio Del Castillo and Elena Garcia. They may have a 
baptismal record for my Great Grandfather Nicasio Del Castillo? I'm inquiring about a 
Baptismal record for my mother right now. D) A legal archive may contain my Great- 
Great-Great Grandfather's legal books. He may have recorded his own will in his law 
books? E) Leon Cathedral Archives has marriage records for Granada, Nicaragua 
dating from 1783 to 1850. Those records could provide the name of the elder Nicasio 
Del Castillo's wife. There is a marriage record for Nicasio Del Castillo dated 1848. That 
would not be a marriage to an ancestor of mine since his son, my ancestor, was born 
in 1842. It is possible this is a second marriage for my ancestor? | would be looking for 
a first marriage based on his birth year of about 1816, and the birth of his son 
Francisco in 1842. F) If nothing surfaces at La Merced church | will try Our Lady Of 
Guadalupe and San Francisco Churches in Granada. 
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Happy New Year! Wishing everyone ancestral breakthroughs in the New Year! 


Me at the Active Volcano in Masaya Nicaragua (very windy lol) 


View of my Ancestral City of Granada Nicaragua 


Saturday, December 10, 2016 


Some Court Minutes (or court orders) Now 
Online At FamilySearch 


I first discovered court minutes over a dozen years ago. My biggest breakthrough, with them, 
was identifying the name of an ancestor's spouse. I didn't know who Francis Owens' 
husband was until I found the answer in Bracken County Court Minutes. The minutes 
interesting and colorful information about the family, such as Anderson Wray being arrested 
for rioting, have been rewarding finds . 


Some of these court minutes films are available online at FamilySearch. 
What can you find in Court Minutes? 


1. You can find out whether your ancestors were involved in court cases. If the minutes 
don't provide the information you are looking for you can contact the current courthouse staff 
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and request a copy of the full court file. Sometimes these files no longer exist, or are no 
longer housed in the Courthouse. Some are now housed with local historical societies. 
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James Hicks married a widow. The above involves a case regarding the widow's first 
husband and children. 


2. You can find your ancestors listed as jurors. This can give you clues about the years 
they lived in an area. 
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George Adams serves jury duty. 


3. You can learn about roads they worked on. Males were required to perform road work 
for counties. They often worked on roads near their property. Road work orders can provide 
clues regarding where their property was located. 


James Adams works on road near a schoolhouse. 


4. There are often apprentice bonds in court minutes books. You can find out whether a 
female ancestor was instructed in the mysteries of the spinster, or your male ancestor was 
trained as a blacksmith. Sadly young children like the 7 year old girl, below, were 
apprenticed. 
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They did specify "one year of schooling & learn her to read" in this bond. 


5. Bastardry bonds also appear in court minutes. 
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6. Probate appointments, and even more detailed probate information such as 
inventories can appear in court minutes 


This is the probate document that named my ancestor Francis (Fanny) Owen's husband as 
James D. Owens. Bracken County, Kentucky court orders are now online at FamilySearch. 


7. Information regarding slaves appear in court minutes 
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Not sure if this Mulatto man is free or a slave? I don't wonder why he might have lost his 
mind, as stated in this record. 


8. Deeds proven in open court 
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Laban Hicks deed proven in open court. 


9. Appointment of Guardians 
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Samuel Gorden orphan chose his brother to be his guardian. 


10. Appointment to local offices 


John Adams was appointed Constable 
11. Insanity reports 
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A difficult life for women in those days. No wonder poor Milley Hopkins lost her mind. 


12. Insight into what life was like in your ancestors community. Below you see 
provisions for one year being provided to a widow. Interesting to see the salted beef, which 
was salted to keep it from spoiling with no refrigeration. 


si. mS ha Of Coen. and ortaapiogen 


Lr rere huatitle fink one. Leokel: MS bul ntl to 


Here we see a prison being laid out. There was another report that the local jail was 
insufficient. 


I've been paging through Surry County, North Carolina Court minutes, now online 
at FamilySearch, in order to try to establish relationships between members of the Hicks and 
Adams families. Sadly Surry Minutes aren't indexed. We suspect the Samuel Hicks, 
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appearing in local records, was to father of my Joshua Hicks. Other possible sons of Samuel 
were, William, James, Laban, and Benjamin. Relationship inferences are based on Samuel 
Hicks land transfers. We haven't found any documents stating relationships. Joshua's wife 
was Diana Adams. There were other Adams families living in the area, and I'm trying to find 
out which family she is from. 


| have found many entries in the Court Minutes for the Hicks and Adams families, but none 
stating relationships to others. | found men in these families serving Jury duty, and 
performing road work service. 


The most interesting finds were court cases involving Samuel Hicks and Joshua Hicks. | 
know they lived near a Brown family. Two of these cases involved Browns. Apparently the 
Browns and Hicks had a feud going. The minutes don't give any specific information other 
than there were lawsuits. | would like to get case files for these suits if they still exist? 
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Hoping case files can be found? I'm so happy | can go through the couple thousand pages of 
the Surry Court minutes at home! 


Friday, December 2, 2016 


An Easy Way To Find FamilySearch Online 
Digitized Content 


When | was first told that much of the online content for 
FamilySearch wasn't showing up by filtering by state | 
didn't realize you can filter your search for online content == _— 
alone. I've been filtering by Family History library 2 

recently. I've been looking for films located at the Orange 

Family History Library, and the Los Angeles Family History Library. When doing this | noticed 
a filter for online content. (In the past you could search the Catalog on CD's and find out if a 
local Family History Center had a film you needed in their permanent collection. | miss that.) 


To search for only what's available online click on search these family history centers on 
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the FamilySearch catalog page. Click the second choice at the top of the menu, online. 
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Now that I know how to filter for online content I've searched using various jurisdictions. You 
can search the following jurisdictions for US: 


1. United States 
2. State 

3. County 

4. Township 

5. Town 

6. City 


You can also search records localities for foreign Countries filtering by online records. 


I've also searched for tax lists by using the filters listed above 
the search box. | used the keyword search for tax. This brought shine AIR 
up over 5,000 titles online. When you filter further by state you 
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| am interested in finding a marriage bond for an ancestor who panOt 
probably married in Virginia in the 1780's. | don't know which 

county these ancestors married in? I'm using keyword search to 
find all marriage bonds available for Virginia online. | would like 
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to find marriage bonds for a John Thurman married to a Sarah. | 

don't have Sarah's maiden name and hope to find a marriage bond in order to discover it. It 
looks like their eldest child was born in 1784? Their youngest was born in 1798. | can make a 
guess as to when they may have married based on this timeframe. | will look at the online 
marriage bonds for any marriages in this timeframe. 
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marriage bonds online Virginia 


| found filtering doesn't always bring up all titles with online films. Filtering by county seems to 
bring up the most complete list of online content. | found a Tax list for Washington County, 
Tennessee that didn't come up when | filtered for Tennessee tax 1700's. You have to search 
by various filters to find everything online. 


=e | 
This 1779 tax list didn't come up filtering by Tennessee and year 


Many of the films that have been digitized have either been indexed, and are searchable at 
FamilySearch, or the film has an index in the front or back of the book appearing on the film. | 
knew my ancestor William McPike appeared in a Court Order book, for Washington County, 
Virginia, when he was ordered to do road work. | didn't have the page number. | found the 
court order book online with no index. | really wanted a copy of the original entry. | searched 
for my copy of the transcription, | had, in order to get the page number. | was then able to get 
the original copy. | found | sometimes need to find an index elsewhere if it's not available 
through FamilySearch. 
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| wanted the original copy to verify the name Holloway 
also appeared in this road work order. Holloway is supposedly 
Obedience, William's wife's maiden name 


Everything isn't online or searchable through an index yet. Since many of the films that have 
been digitized have indexes, or indexes can be found elsewhere, this hasn't been a serious 

problem. Even though a small fraction of the holdings of the Family History Library are now 

online it's still enough to keep me busy for a long time. 


Friday, November 25, 2016 


Finally Some Deed Books At Family Search 
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I've been preoccupied with other things and had not been aware that some deed books are 
now digitized and available at Family Search. If you have early Pennsylvania, Tennessee or 
North Carolina roots you definitely should search using your county names in the Family 
Search Catalog (for some reason you have to leave the word county out of the search?). 
Many of these newly digitized films don't appear when looking at what is available by state. If 
you search deeds by state you won't see them. Deeds books may contain the only 
information available, other than tax lists and probate, for your earliest ancestors. 


FamilySearch Catalog 


e een 


Click the camera to see the digitized book 


I've been going to the Family History libraries here in California recently looking at microfilms 
of records not yet online. One of the films in the Orange Library Catalog wasn't in the drawer 
where it was supposed to be. | asked a staff member and they told me films were being 
removed from the as they are digitized. Happily one of the films | needed is now online at 
Family Search and is searchable from anywhere (some digitized films or books are only 
available online at a Family History Center). 


With only a small fraction of the 1790 Census still surviving for the Southern and Mid sections 
of the US land, tax and probate records are the only places we can find documentation for 
many of our ancestors in the 18th Century. Some of my ancestors left wills or intestate 
probate documents which have been very helpful in identifying family members. | had been 
searching for one ancestor's will in probate records and will books. | finally located it filed in a 
deed book. Deed books can also contain hand drawn maps which may show your ancestors 
property lines. They sometimes also contain marriage records, as | found in a Pennsylvania 
deed book. The records clerk could record anything he saw fit to in these books. 


Instead of leaving a will some of my ancestors deeded their property to their children before 
they died. Often these deeds state they were in consideration of "love and affection." Some 
of the most valuable deeds are the ones listed in the deeds index as "et al", these were 
generally families selling parents’ property. 


Since deeds contain a description of your ancestors property and who shared their property 
lines, they provide great clues to where the land was located, and who the all important 

friends and neighbors were. | visited Greene County, Tennessee last August and wondered 
where my ancestors Roger Browning and William McPike's properties were located. | didn't 
have any deeds to provide an approximate location even. After | found out that some deeds 
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are online | searched to see if Greene County, Tennessee deeds are 


online. Happily | found that all of the books containing my family's deeds 
are online at Family Search. | had wondered if these men lived near the 
Davy Crockett family in Greene County, Tennesse? | now know they lived 


on the other side of the county. They lived about 11 miles away from 
Greeneville. William probably did live closer to Greeneville and the 


Crockett property when he lived on the Washington and Greene County 


Line. Unfortunately the deed for that property didn't mention any water 


COUrses. 


My ancestor Roger Browning purchased his property from Thomas Gragg 


or Gregg (this family married into the Browning family). 
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The land is described as being on the Nolichucky river and Meadow creek. From this 
information | can surmise that the land was probably near a road now called Greg Mill. 
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| did see the Nolichucky river while | was in Greene County. It's stretches through the length 


of the county so it's hard to miss. Davy Crockett's family lived on the Nolichucky on the other 


side of the county. 
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A baptism on the Nolichucky River 


Sadly Virginia is a state that has been completely neglected by Family Search as far as 
digitizing. | continue to search both probate and deed records using the old microfilms. | 
either have to order them, at the my local FHC, or travel to the Los Angeles or the Orange 
family history libraries. Since deed books aren't every name indexed | find it helpful to page 
through them looking for names. While doing this for Franklin County, Virginia an unexpected 
ancestor and his wife showed up. William McPike of Greene County and Cocke County, 
Tennessee. | had no idea he ever lived in Franklin County, Virginia. He never showed up on 
any tax lists or Census records for the area? How could | be sure this was my McPike family? 
Obedience was named as William's wife, and they were said to reside in Cocke County, 
Tennessee when the deed was executed. 
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William and wife Obedience's deed 


The Virginia State Library's digital image collection does contain Virginia Land Grants. | found 
the record for the purchase of William McPike's land there. It matched the number of acres 
and location in the sales deed. When he purchased the Blackwater River land it was then in 
Bedford County, Virginia. This area was later located in Franklin County, which was formed 
from part of Bedford. 
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Not sure if Thomas Jefferson really signed the deed my ancestor received? 


Many deed indexes for Pennsylvania counties are now online. One of my ancestral locations 
is Chester County, Pennsylvania. Only a few deed indexes are available online for Chester. A 
complete index is available at the Chester County, Pennsylvania local Government website. 


| found an "et al deed" on the Chester County index which appears to be children selling 
parents property? It's a Jacob Urmy ux Susanna et al deed. Sadly this isn't in a book that is 
online at Family Search. The coverage of deeds is spotty. You have to scroll down to see 
which books are still only on microfilm and those that are online. 


Sussana et al 


| was able to find a deed for my ancestor Christian Brower which had been digitized. His wife 
Eve is also named in the deed. The name of a wife is really important information when trying 
to verify who the deed refers to, or establishing the name of a wife. Sadly in states like 
Tennessee the wife's name was generally not recorded in deeds. 
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Christian Brower and wife Eve are recorded in this deed 


The digitized deed books are scattered. Not sure what the order they are being digitized is? 
There doesn't seem to be an order? Family Search isn't the only place to find deed books or 
deed indexes. Some counties have these books online. State websites often have land 
patents and grants online. 


It really pays to search the Family Search Catalog by county now since all microfilms are 
slowly being added. These can only be found by searching locally, and not by state. 
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Thursday, November 10, 2016 


Part 6 Philadelphia 


Search This 
Blog 


My Blog List 
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Family Tree 
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: . Arlene Eakle's 
Part 6 Philadelphia Tennessee Blog 


| spent a couple days in Philadelphia on this trip. | loved the wonderful historic character of The DAR, The 

the city. Our first capital put me in a proud patriotic mood. Felt very proud to be an American, WPA, and your 
: : Genealogy 

and proud of my Pennsylvania heritage. 3 years ago 

I'm not sure which ancestors actually had visited Philadelphia? All of my German ancestors, 

and my Forgey ancestors, Andrew Forgey and Margaret Reynolds, likely arrived in America Followers 

at the port of Philadelphia. It's thought that Johann Roush may have lived in Philadelphia 

before migrating to the Shenandoah Valley. | did find a Johann Adam Rausch on 

Philadelphia substitute censuses up to 1764. Not sure he is my ancestor? It was thought he 

had migrated to Virginia by 1764? When Johann Adam Roush arrived in America he took the 

oath of allegiance in a Philadelphia Court House. 


Many of the buildings in the historical core are reconstructions, like Colonial Williamsburg. 
Independence Hall is largely a reconstruction. There are some walls, in Independence Hall, 
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which are original. The first Continental Congress was held 
at Carpenter's hall which is one of the few remaining original as a t 


buildings in the historical core of the city. This building was 


RSS 


completed in 1774. 
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Within these Walls Henry, Hancock, & Adams inspired 
the Delegates of the Colonies With Verve and Sinew for 
the Toils of War 
Inscription over south doorway of Assembly Room 


Carpenter's Hall built in 1774 


Christ Church is another of the original structures in CHRIST UHURU, PITLADELPITA. 
Philadelphia. The church was built from 1727 to 17TH, Sey. The Bere encod lento Santer 
1744. George Washington, Betsy Ross, and Benjamin rs ts %, ve eT ni ant an 
Franklin attended church here. According to the Sy Mrs 3 Beco: Bruun a Mars 
Pennsylvania Archives records my ancestors Benjamin 
Browning and Mary Abbot married March 23, 1751 in Christ Cestors' marriage Christ Church 
Church. So exciting to see that church. It's one of the most 

beautiful churches I've been too. 
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Christ Church 
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Ben Franklin's grave with pennies tossed on it for good luck. 
Actually a penny saved is a penny earned so he would be against this. 


The historic Betsy Ross house was wonderful to tour. It was so interesting seeing what the 
17th Century townhouses looked like inside. Very cramped small staircase. Probably not 


comfortable for tall people. Betsy likely didn't live here, but probably lived in an adjacent 
house. 
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Elfreth's Alley, according to Wikipedia, is our nations oldest street dating back to 1702, with 


homes built from 1728 to 1836. This street would have been in existence when my ancestors 


arrived at the port of Philadelphia. 
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Below is picture of the foundations of the Slave quarters of the Presidents Home in 
Philadelphia. George Washington lived in the Presidential home from 1790 to 1797, and John 
Adams from 1797 to 1800; these foundations have also be excavated (see youtube film). The 
house had an interesting history even before the Presidents made it their home. It was built 
in 1767. It housed General Howe during the British occupation in 1777 and 1778. After the 
British were driven out of the city Benedict Arnold lived in the house. 
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Quaker Meeting House was built between 1804 and 1811 


When | went to Europe last April | changed planes in Philadelphia. | saw all the Liberty Bell 
souvenirs for sale, and | wanted so badly to go and see it. It was so nice to finally see it. We 
have a replica here in Southern California at Knott's Berry Farm, along with a replica of 
Independence Hall. | remember visiting Knott's Berry Farm on a field trip with my school and 
enjoying learning about the founding of our country. An audio reenactment of the debate 
which led to the signing of the Declaration of Independence is presented there. | was very 
inspired by that presentation which made finally visiting Philadelphia even more special. 
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We stayed at a hotel near the reconstruction of Philadelphia's famous City Tavern. It was 
called the "most genteel tavern in America" by John Adams. It was frequented by the 
Founding Fathers. It was originally built in 1773. Two hundred men gathered there in 1774 

in response to the port blockade of Boston harbor by the British. This restaurant/tavern has a 
great atmosphere with period costume dressed servers. 


City Tavern 


Moving on to some more modern additions to the city. The steps Rocky ran up are a favorite 
with tourists. These 72 steps lead to the Philadelphia Museum of Art. Across the street is the 
Washington Monument. This is a beautiful collection of bronze statues with Washington on 
horse back as the central figure. It was dedicated in 1897. The view of City Hall is particularly 
striking from here. 
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Rocky steps 
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The National Constitution Center, across from Independence Hall, provides some interesting 
museum displays with artifacts which belonged to the Presidents. Great views of 
Independence Hall also. The center also has a dramatic performance about the Constitution 
and its continuing relevance to our lives. 
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National Constitution Center 
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plan to pack Oar Court, Frente » 
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I'm looking forward to visiting Philadelphia again. | didn't feel like a couple days was enough. 
So much interesting history and personal ancestral history. 


Dulles Airport 


Tuesday, November 8, 2016 


Trip Part 5 Pennsylvania Home of Many 
Ancestors 


Part 5 picks up in Pennsylvania where our Trafalgar tour headed next. We began the day in 
Gettysburg. We spent the first half of the day here. It was very moving. The area still has a 
somber feel to it. We were taken on a bus tour of the area. A Gettysburg expert provided the 
commentary as we toured the battlefield. He told us that not long ago more remains were 
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found on the battlefield. Likely more remain are yet to be discovered. The monuments are 
very interesting. | was sorry | couldn't spend more to looking at the many monuments. Much 
of the old battlefield is now National Park land. Parts of the battlefield are now developed, 
with businesses and homes occupying some of this land. The Park continues to expand as 
they buy out some of these property owners. 


| never thought about the civilian population of the area before. It didn't cross my mind that 
farmhouses dotted the battlefield. Many local residents took shelter in basements in town. 
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A home near the Gettysburg National Park 
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After leaving the park we drove through beautiful scenic countryside, and cute towns in 
Pennsylvania. We then headed to Amish Country, Lancaster County. This was an interesting 
ride for me because my Urmey/ Brower ancestors lived in Eastern Pennsylvania as did my 
Rollers, Roushes, and Zirkles. 


I'm not sure where the Roushes, or Rollers lived in Pennsylvania? | am certain it was 
somewhere in Eastern Pennsylvania, because that is where the Germans settled, unlike the 
Scots-Irish who lived out on the frontier. The Zirkles lived in Telford, Philadephia County (now 
Montgomery County), Pennsylvania before migrating to the Shenandoah Valley, Virginia. 
The Zirkles arrived in Pennsylvania in 1726. The Roushes in 1736. The Rollers 1750 . 


Christian Brower and his father apparently settled in Coventry Township, Chester County, 
Pennsylvania in the 1720's. Christian Brower appears on a 1768 Tax list for Coventry. 


. eal jalan Tevet, 


1768 Tax List for Christian Brower, Coventry, Chester County, Pennsylvania 
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Christian Brower's son-in-law Jacob Urmey, my ancestor re Sy ae = 
who died in 1831 in Indiana, appears on a Taxlist for Le Ee - 
Coventry, Chester County, Pennsylvania in 1787. In 1788 ee La 
and 1789 Jacob Urmey appears on East Norriton, Rien toa 


Montgomery County, Pennsylvania Tax Lists. Jacob was 
married to Christian Brower's daughter Susannah. 


My Kapple family originally settled in Lehigh County, 
Pennsylvania, in the 1890's, before migrating to Chicago. 
Many Burgenland, Austria families settled in Lehigh 
County, Pennsylvania. 


| now realize how little | have about the lives of my ancestors in Pennsylvania. | will see if | 
can find any deeds for these families? 


| really enjoyed Amish country. It is like stepping back in time. Interesting to see because | 
know their lifestyle is like my early Pennsylvania ancestors, and my farming ancestors 
everywhere, before the advent of modern technology. Seeing them working out in their fields, 
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and riding around in their horse drawn buggies was like stepping back in time. 
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We stopped for lunch a an Amish tourist shopping center in Intercourse. | got some Ice 


Cream there and got a kick out Amish sales clerks accent. After lunch we headed to 
Philadelphia to check into our hotel. 


Next time: Part 6 Philadelphia. 
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Day 4 began in Charlottesville, Virginia. Sorry | couldn't Genealogy 
spend more time exploring Charlottesville. The Historic 3 years ago 
Downtown area looked interesting. | wish | had walked 
down to Thomas Jefferson's Academical Village at the 
Followers 


University of Virginia. 


Seeing the Albemarle Court House reminded me of my 
Wray/Thurmond research. Some possible relations lived 
in Albemarle County. 


Wikipedia 
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After breakfast we headed for Shenandoah National Park for a scenic drive on the Skyline 
Drive. This road was mostly constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corp in the 1930's. The 
road follows the ridge of the Blue Ridge mountains during much of the drive. Unfortunately 
clouds obstructed our view of the valley below. | thought about my German Shenandoah 
Valley ancestors on this drive. We did drive near family areas on our way to Skyline Drive. It 
was particularly exciting seeing the Rockingham County sign. All of my German ancestors 
lived in Rockingham County. Originally it was a part of Shenandoah County, before that 
Dunmore County. The Zirkle family first arrived in the area around 1755, when they first show 
up in land records. The Roush family first appears in local church records in the 1760s. Not 
sure when the Roller family first arrived in the Shenandoah Valley? Johannes Roller received 
a land grant in 1772, so | know he was there then. 
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Saw the New Market sign leaving Shenandoah National Park. Lewis Zirkle and Mary 
Magdalene Roush were buried in a New Market Cemetery. 


New Market where the Lewis Zirkle and wife a Mary are buried 


Leaving Virginia on the way to Gettysburg Pennsylvania we passed many beautiful farms 
and cute towns. 
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We arrived in Gettysburg late in the afternoon. We toured the Gettysburg Civil War National 
Park Museum. We viewed the Cyclorama painting of Pickets charge. The circular painting 
comes to life with special effect lighting and sound effects. The painting was painted by a 
French artist in the 1880s. 
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After checking into our Gettysburg Hotel | took a tram to the downtown area. Interesting 
historic town. Lincoln stayed in town at the Willis house before dedicating the Gettysburg 
Military Cemetery, where delivered his Gettysburg address on November 19, 1863 (in 
November there is an annual procession commemorating the1863 processional from the 
town square to the cemetery). The Railway station is still standing where Lincoln's train 
arrived. 
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Willis House where Lincoln Stayed 
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Leaving Virginia behind | now begin thinking about my next visit, when | will concentrate on 
family locations and genealogy research. My last Virginia ancestor died during the Civil War. 
Jacob Roller died in Scott County, Virginia in 1862. All of my Virginia family lines ended up in 
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the Midwest. Goodbye to Virginia until next year. Hello Pennsylvania. 
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Virginia Ancestors’ locations. Fairly spread out 


Friday, October 28, 2016 
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Part 3 Richmond To Monticello 


Spooky Halloween House in Charlottesville 


Day 3 of the Trafalgar tour was a bit more leisurely than the beginning of my trip. We did start 
out early again. Leaving our bags out for 7 am pickup. We headed from Williamsburg to 
Richmond after breakfast. Our destination was St. John's Episcopal Church. This charming 
church reminded me of a Christmas village church. The church and surrounding buildings did 
remind me of a Christmas village. 


St. John's Church is a National Historical Landmark. Originally built by Col. Richard 
Randolph, great-uncle of Thomas Jefferson It was completed in 1741. The church was 
altered in 1772. The original structure was integrated into the 1772 addition. 


St. John's Church was an important gathering place for colonists who opposed the 
tyrannical rule of the British government. Solidarity with the colonists in Massachusetts after 
the Boston Tea Party, and the resulting British blockade of the port of Boston, led the Virginia 
colonial legislature to declare June 1, 1774 a day of "Fasting, Humiliation and Prayer". The 
legislature was dissolved by Lord Dunmore in reaction to that resolution, which was seen as 
a hostile act against King George III. George Washington stated he went to church that day 
and fasted. 


After the dissolving of the representative legislature in Virginia the house of Burgesses 
continued to meet in Raleigh Tavern in Williamsburg. They met there on August 1, 1774 in 
opposition to British rule and in solidarity with colonists in Massachusetts. This was the First 
Virginia Convention. 


The Second Virginia Convention was held at St. John's Church in Richmond in March 1775. 
Our visit there included a reenactment of the famous speech given by Patrick Henry, "Give 
Me Liberty or Give Me Death" (click link to see youtube performance). Thomas Jefferson 
and George Washington also attended the Second Virginia Convention, along with other 
notable colonial citizens. The Third Convention also met at St. John's Church. These 
conventions established an opposition government and raised military forces. 
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This Weddell monument caught my eye because this surname had be 
associated with our early family 


Edgar Alan Poe's mother is buried at St. John's Cemetery 


After spending time exploring the Cemetery we made our way back to the coach. Next stop 
was Monticello. The sky was overcast when we got to Monticello. It didn't rain however. | had 
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no idea Monticello was located on the top of a mountain. You can either take a tram to the 


site or walk. There were so many people lined up for the trams | decided to walk through the 


wooded path to the site. 


The first site | came up to was the Jefferson family cemetery. Lovely little cemetery. 
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The top of Jefferson's mountain was leveled flat to accommodate Jefferson's villa . The villa 
was designed by Jefferson himself. Jefferson wanted to create a uniquely American 
architectural style, while incorporating European architectural elements. Work began on his 
future villa in 1768. 


| loved everything about this plantation villa. The views from the top of the mountain are 
beautiful. The home itself is a masterpiece. Jefferson inherited this land from his father. The 
isolated mountain top location suited his introverted personality. He was not comfortable in 
the lime light. He was not a good public speaker, according to contemporary accounts. Even 
this secluded location could be too overwhelming at times. He would then retreat to an even 
more private location. 
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The interior of the house is as interesting as the exterior. The first room we entered contains 
Jefferson's American natural history and Native American artifact collection. Really 
fascinating, as is the calendar clock in the room. The tour then moves to a sitting room office 
area, with paintings of the Jefferson family. Jefferson suffered the loss of children, and his 
wife in this house. The Jeffersons had 6 children. Only two survived to adulthood (Jefferson 
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and his wife were 3rd cousins. Not sure if that had an affect on the health of their children?). 
The next room on the tour was his beautiful library. His book collection formed the first 
Library of Congress. His bedroom is next on the tour. Easy access to the library from 
the Jefferson bedroom as they are located side by side. His bedroom also is testament to his 
love of gadgets and unique design. It contains many interesting items. The tour then moves 
to the parlor with its grand design and décor. It has a beautiful view of the sweeping lawn and 
garden from large windows and bay portico glass door. A few other rooms on the first floor 
are on the tour, including the dining room. The second floor isn't on the daily tour, and only 
viewable on special tours. 


Slave quarters are located below the villa terrace level. This lower level also contained 
utilitarian rooms such as the kitchen, wine cellar, and privy. 


We passed an interesting tourist attraction to and from Monticello. Mitchie Tavern built in 
1784. It's surrounded by other historical buildings including a working Mill. Sadly we didn't 
stop there. | Googled the name and found out the Tavern is now a restaurant which sells 
great looking southern fried chicken and cornbread. 


Mitchie's Tavern Built 1784 


After leaving Monticello we headed to the Omni hotel in Charlottesville. After checking in, and 
taking a short walk through the surrounding shopping district, we went out to dinner on the 
other side of town. We all packed into a long room at the restaurant. Learned more about our 
tour guide who previously worked as a white water rafting guide in Gatlinburg, Tennessee, 
and also worked as a whale watching guide in Alaska. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2020-04-07T 17:09:00-07:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 21/22 


1/18/24, 11:10 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 
Next time Shenandoah National Park and Gettysburg. 
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On day two of our bus trip through Virginia, with Trafalgar, we started our day slowly piling Arlene Eakle's 
out of the bus at the Jamestown Settlement (I should say coach lol. Our tour guide kept Tennessee Blog 
saying bus, which is a no, no. She has to pay the coach driver every time she said bus). It egal oe 
was a beautiful morning. | had been anticipating this particular visit for 6 months. | have a Canadian) 
mini obsession with Jamestown, and a crush on the archeologist William Kelso. I've been 3 years ago 
reading and watching documentaries about the history, and the dig, for years. | went over 
some of the old material about Jamestowne in preparation for my trip. 

Followers 


After all the obsessing about the place | couldn't believe | was finally there. Then | had a rude 
surprise when | found out that | wasn't. No Jamestowne Settlement is a recreated living 
history site. My heart sank. We weren't going to the original settlement site. | feel like there 
should be some sort of explanation at the Trafalgar site regarding the fact you will not 

be going to the original site. | found out the original site was a mile away. | pulled our tour 
guide aside and said | would like to leave the group and go to the original site. She said there 
was no easy way of getting there from where we were. If would be a difficult 1 mile walk. | 
decided to follow her suggestion, and take this tour, and later get a taxi from Colonial 
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Williamsburg to the original site. 


At Jamestown Settlement we toured a museum before going out to the recreated living 
history site. | didn't find the museum very interesting, honestly. The guide explained facts that 
most of us already knew. This museum and tour would be good for school children. We then 
went out to look at the Native American Village. | thought the recreated hut was interesting (I 
hear someone's child cried when they saw the dead animals in the hut? Maybe she's from a 


family of vegans?). 


We then headed out to look at the replica ships, which were smaller than | expected. | 
thought they were very cute. We took a quick tour through one of them. Interesting to see the 
cramped conditions. | thought the ships were pretty to look at, but | wasn't blown away by 


them. 


After the ships we went to the fort with it's recreated buildings. To me this was the most 
interesting aspect of the living history settlement. It gives you a good idea of how the earliest 
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Jamestown settlers lived. | wouldn't recommend this settlement museum otherwise. 
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Tiny girl preaching from the pulpit 
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| wonder how many people visiting this museum settlement realize this isn't the original 
Jamestowne site? Our guide even seemed to dismiss the historic site as unproven? 


We headed to Colonial Williamsburg after Jamestown Settlement. It was still very early since 
started off so early that morning. | decided to tour Williamsburg before taking a taxi to the 
original settlement. | loved it! 


Williamsburg was relevant to the lives of our Virginia ancestors due to the fact it was the 
seat of Colonial government. The colonial seat moved from Jamestowne after a fire in 1698. 
The state house had been located in Jamestown for 92 years. 


The Colonial legislative assembly, the House of Burgesses, was the first assembly made up 
of elected representatives in North America. Their state house was located in Williamsburg. 


| first headed toward a church which was closed for a service. | looked around the interesting 


old cemetery, then decided to head over to the Governor's Mansion, and return to the church 
later. 
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After touring the Governor's mansion | toured one of the remaining original colonial era 
homes. | toured the Brush/Everhard house which was built in 1718 by John Brush. It still has 


many original features. Clues to it's early wallpaper and other décor have been discovered 
beneath many renovations. 


The second owner of this home was Thomas Everard who was mayor of Williamsburg in the 
1760's. 
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Wattle and Daub Construction used in Timber poor England 
was largely replaced by wood frame clapboard siding construction 
in tree rich Virginia 


Brush/Everhard House 
Surprising bright green color. This is the original color, as are the bright colors at Mt Vernon 


ia 
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After my house tour | walked down to the state house at the other end of the settlement. 
Another interesting building. | enjoyed the atmosphere and other buildings on my walk over 
there. It was already 2 pm at that point. If | were going to make it to the original Jamestowne 
site before closing | would need get a taxi over there soon. | walked back from the state 
house a little faster. | needed to get to the other end of the settlement in order to get a taxi 
easily. 


Even though time was running short | stopped at Bruton Church, which was now open to the 
public. Another of the original colonial buildings, it was built in the early 18th Century. Early 
Governor Francis Fauquier is buried beneath the church. The church served as a hospital 
during the battle of Yorktown. 


| took one more look at the Governor's Mansion vista before taking a Taxi to Jamestowne. 
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| admired beautiful William and Mary College on my way to Jamestowne. Really scenic view 
going over to Jamestowne. Beautiful homes, and landscape. 


On my way over to Jamestowne | still didn't know whether | was going to the place called 
the settlement or the place called the historic site. | told the taxi driver the | wanted to go to 
the settlement. When we got there | realized | needed to go to the place called the historic 
site, and | rerouted the taxi driver. The mile drive to the site was through very isolated country 
side over a bridge crossing swampy land. | enjoyed the drive tremendously. Not hard to 
envision what greeted the original settlers in 1607. 


| have not been able to trace any of my family back to Jamestowne. I'm still working out the 
origins of some of my family in Virginia. | do have a connection to James River as my 
Revolutionary War Veteran ancestor, Benjamin Wray, stated he was born in James River, 
Virginia. Not sure what he meant by that? 


Benjamin Wray born in James River, Virginia? 


| got to the site at around 3:30. One museum closed at 5 pm. So | viewed that one first. It 
was small, but so much more interesting than the Settlement museum. It had many artifacts 
unearthed at the site. 
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Artifacts from the National Parks Jamestowne Museum 


The view from the bridge to the historic site is primeval. Loved the views from the bridge. 


The first thing to greet you on the other side of the bridge is a Tercentennial Monument. It's 
an obelisk, which was erected in 1907 to commemorate the 300 anniversary of settlement. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2020-03-03T 14:38:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 10/27 


1/18/24, 11:06 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


The original 1639 tower and reconstructed nave of Jamestowne's Church 
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1909 Statue Of Jamestowne Governor John Smith 


With time marching on | headed over to the other museum on the site. This museum 
contained more fantastic artifacts, and some human remains found at the site. 
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The pipes were interesting to see knowing how important they were to dating the site. 
The pipes had names carved on them. Great clues for archeologists. 


Leaving the museum it was nearly closing time. | wondered if | would be able to get phone 
reception to call the taxi? 
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Last view of the swamp from the bridge on my way out 
| could hear many nature sounds including frog sounds 


| left just as they were locking the place up. | was able to call a taxi from this isolated. | sat 
out in front for about 20 minutes waiting for the taxi. | worried a little because it was getting 
dark. A ranger leaving asked me if | was alright? | said a taxi was coming. | was hoping. The 
walk out of there to the civilized world was over a mile. 


| was so happy to see the English style taxi finally arrive. Below I'm heading back to the 
civilized world. 
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| arrived back at Colonial Williamsburg just in time for the Fife and drum parade. | was pretty 
exhausted at that point after visiting 3 sites, walking practically non stop. | rejoined the tour 
group for a performance at a local church. Slept well that night. 


Next time, part 3, we visit Monticello and a Richmond church. 


Tuesday, October 25, 2016 


My Trip Back to My Ancestors Virginia Part 1 


| went on another tour of ancestral states in late September and early October. | started off 
staying 5 days in Washington DC where | thoroughly enjoyed learning more about our shared 
American history. | also learned that the DAR is planning on creating their own subscription 
website, when | visited their library. 
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On my 5th day in Washington | joined a Trafalgar tour which took us to historical sites 

in Virginia, then through West Virginia and Maryland, to Pennsylvania to view more historical 
sites. Returning to DC we even passed through a portion of Delaware. More states than I've 
ever been through in my 53 years. 


| was surprised by how close all of our destinations were on the East Coast. Driving from 
where | live near Los Angeles to San Francisco is about a 7 hour drive. Everything is much 
more spread out here. The route some of my ancestors took from Telford, Pennsylvania to 
the Shenandoah Valley in Virginia now takes about 4 and a half hours by car. If they walked 
that distance it would have taken around 80 hours. It probably took them a couple weeks to 
make their migration to Virginia. 


My ancestors who made their journey from Pennsylvania to Virginia were mainly Germans. 
Johannes Roller and his wife Anna. Lewis Zirkle and his mother Eva Bear. Johann Roush 
and his wife Susanna. They all settled in the Shenandoah Valley. 


| also have Scots-Irish ancestors who initially settled in Pennsylvania and migrated through 
Virginia to Tennessee, namely Andrew Forgey and Margaret Reynolds. | believe Andrew and 
Margaret likely did live in Virginia for a few years, in the 1770's before settling in Tennessee 
around 1780. Andrew's brother Alexander Forgey died in Virginia. 


The Browning family migrated from Maryland, through Virginia, to Tennessee around 1790. 


I'm not sure about the origins of two other Virginia ancestral families. My Wray family settled 
early in Virginia. The associated Thurman family was probably in Virginia in the 1600's. 


As we made our way from Washington DC to Colonial Williamsburg | kept my eyes on the 
landscape which is so different from dry California. I've never seen so many trees in my life. 


Our first stop was Mt. Vernon the home of our first President George Washington. Gorgeous 
location and beautiful home. | really enjoyed my visit. | thought about the fact some in our 
family have speculated that our Shenandoah ancestors may have seen Washington as he 
surveyed near their property. 


= 


a. 
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Above George and Martha Washington's Tomb. 
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The slave burial ground is being excavated as you can see below, in order to determine how 
many slaves are buried there, and exactly where the graves are. 


Slave burial ground excavation 


Another part of the slave burial ground. 
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Of course | had to take a look at Washington's famous false teeth. 


After spending a few hours at Mt. Vernon we headed to Yorktown. We spent a couple of 
hours at a Revolutionary War living history museum. Interesting to see how muskets were 
loaded and fired. | would have liked to have spent some time in Yorktown itself. That was one 
of the problems with this tour. It was a very good tour, but we went to a couple recreated sites 
instead of the original sites. | was going to ask about whether there is a list of Revolutionary 
War soldiers who were at Yorktown, but forgot. William McPike was thought to have served at 
Yorktown. 
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Traveling to Yorktown we passed through New Kent County. I'm still trying to establish 
descent from Richard Thurmond who lived in New Kent County in the early 1700's. 


Acres 
Thorp, Tho. 200 
Thurmond [Thurman] Rich* 131% 
Tucker, Tho. 700 
Turner, James 5° 
Thamncnn Tames TAO 


1704 Quit Rent Rolls New Kent County 


We headed for Williamsburg to check into our hotel after the Yorktown tour. We headed to 


Colonial Williamsburg as a group for dinner at a tavern that evening. Nice ending to a very 
nice day. 
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Sunday, September 11, 2016 


STR's And YFull 


The STR values finally came in for Roger Forgey (descendant of Andrew Forgey and 
Margaret Reynolds). The STR values provided through the BigY test, and YFull, are said to 
be less reliable than the original FTDNA markers tests. The Big Y was not designed to be a 
marker test. It's designed to identify SNP's. Since our terminal SNP at this time is so old, 
about 800 years old, it isn't very helpful. | see more potential in the STRs. Although if we had : 
a Closer cousin tester to Roger at Y-Full we would get a closer terminal SNP. Sounds like a Search This 
combination of STR's and SNP's gives you an idea of how far back your common Blog 


male ancestor lived? Still trying to understand all this. 


| had hoped | could compare Roger's 37 marker test with Craig's 67 marker test. | was able My Blog List 
to compare more markers; 61 to be exact. This does help. All matched except 3 . Another 

mismatch was found on a marker in the 67 marker range. The other two were in the 37 

marker range. This means they still remain close matches. They probably share a common Geneabloggers 


male ancestor back in the 1600's, as we already know from our paper trail. Blogiversary 
Spotlight: Empty 
Branches on the 
| will upgrade my Uncle's test to the Big Y when there is a sale. That should help. Family Tree 
2 days ago 


Right now Roger Forgey has 4 close matches on the STRs. Three of the four are Fergusons. 
The one is not in the Ferguson group, and doesn't have any surname posted. This could be a 


Arl Eakle’ 
Stewart? This result makes me think the STR's though more prone to error with this particular Cima 3 


Tennessee Blog 


test, are accurate enough to establish which matches are closest in time. We believe Forgey The DAR, The 
is a variant of Ferguson, and these results would seem to point in that direction. Matching up WPA, and your 
400 STR's even if a few may be off by a digit would be great. Genealogy 
3 years ago 
Followers 


| have no idea what the significance of having 30 markers difference is at 400 markers? Not 
sure how far back in time that would put the common ancestor? 


It appears that they were only able to get 431 good reads on Roger's STR's, out of 500. An 
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We headed for Williamsburg to check into our hotel after the Yorktown tour. We headed to 
Colonial Williamsburg as a group for dinner at a tavern that evening. Nice ending to a very 
nice day. 


Sunday, September 11, 2016 


STR's And YFull 
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The STR values finally came in for Roger Forgey (descendant of Andrew Forgey and 
Margaret Reynolds). The STR values provided through the BigY test, and YFull, are said to 
be less reliable than the original FTDNA markers tests. The Big Y was not designed to be a 
marker test. It's designed to identify SNP's. Since our terminal SNP at this time is so old, 
about 800 years old, it isn't very helpful. | see more potential in the STRs. Although if we had 
a closer cousin tester to Roger at Y-Full we would get a closer terminal SNP. Sounds like a 
combination of STR's and SNP's gives you an idea of how far back your common 
male ancestor lived? Still trying to understand all this. 


| had hoped | could compare Roger's 37 marker test with Craig's 67 marker test. | was able 
to compare more markers; 61 to be exact. This does help. All matched except 3 . Another 
mismatch was found on a marker in the 67 marker range. The other two were in the 37 
marker range. This means they still remain close matches. They probably share a common 
male ancestor back in the 1600's, as we already know from our paper trail. 


| will upgrade my Uncle's test to the Big Y when there is a sale. That should help. 


Right now Roger Forgey has 4 close matches on the STRs. Three of the four are Fergusons. 

The one is not in the Ferguson group, and doesn't have any surname posted. This could be a 
Stewart? This result makes me think the STR's though more prone to error with this particular 
test, are accurate enough to establish which matches are closest in time. We believe Forgey 

is a variant of Ferguson, and these results would seem to point in that direction. Matching up 

400 STR's even if a few may be off by a digit would be great. 


| have no idea what the significance of having 30 markers difference is at 400 markers? Not 
sure how far back in time that would put the common ancestor? 


It appears that they were only able to get 431 good reads on Roger's STR's, out of 500. An 


average comparison of about 400 STR's between his matches. With 55 not available for 
comparison. 


Raw data (Y) Known SNPs STRs Novel SNPs Raw data (Mt) 
STRs (all): 500 

Reliable alleles: 431 (86.20%) 

Uncertain alleles: 14 (2.80%) 

N/A: 55 (11.00%) 


Going back to our about 800 year old terminal SNP. Four out of seven of Roger's SNP I- 
B3819 matches are Fergusons. Y-Full estimates that the time to the most recent ancestor for 
I-BY3819 could be from 1250 years to 425 years ago. Not sure how they come up with these 
calculations which seem to disagree with one another? The Fergusons in the Ferguson 
group are actually more closely related to each other with a newer, downstream, terminal 
SNP of I-BY3821 which they estimate has a Time To Most Recent Ancestor (TMRCA) of 800 
to 275 years ago. They could all share a common male ancestor as recently as 275 years 
ago. 


For those new to Y DNA testing SNPs are listed on a Y tree which looks like this: 
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i Vrosi04 
i YFO1940 


Those related closer in time have SNP's farther down on the list, or downstream. 


The STR's look like this: 


Paternal Ascesios Name 


Sorgen Feegy Maple, Gruppe Sirare Carmits Ancectin : 
Samuct Foe, © if? 2G6ande 1772 beend Mizz 4 28 2 
rT0 2 1885 1 128018 20°27 81.11 14-96) 1 


WY. Samuel Fongy, d 


; Notte pete 12h 1 2 
Sarrvedi Forge b 1729 ane d 1770 hend MA2Z} 14 2 


0 16 82 11 Tt 28 15 Qn PF 3-11-14-17) tt 
1 16:89 11 WM 15 20 FF 31-11-14-17 1 


1S) 90 1169 t 
Saree! Forgy 1726 730 France i125 14/26 15' 30354641 13:17. 14 4 101521 1494 19 183137 12 1 
Andtew Fogey 1732-1809 Untine why 4.624 15 1 5451 12'3% 14:12 3 16:29 11 11 26 18 20. 27 11-11-1446 If | 10 114 14 20 1831 1 
Andtew Fargey ¢ 1820 Linknow Minit 128 4 24 15 2 1h16 1) 12°17 14:12 3 129 HN 11 26 15 20 27 11-11-14-16 1 1640-271 14 14 19 1423137 139 10 11 
Andrew Forgery 1732 - 1809 ewand Hy 381 14/24/15 12 95-1611 13 17 14 12 3) 16:89 1 11 26095 2D 27 91-11-14-16) 171 114 44 1431 
Ancdiww Fargey. 1732-1800 Untnowe Ongin in) te 2a tS) t 1200 16 B91 1 4 15 20 27 F1-11-44-98) 1910 0-27 14 14 a1 wh 
” ' danas 4 15) tt 35-16 1 107 

41%? S16 t 1 


The rows represent those tested. The columns are the values on each marker. The value 
numbers need to be exactly the same to match on that marker. 


Upgrading another Forgey test to the Big Y will be helpful. It is very expensive so | wouldn't 
do it unless there is a good sale. Comparing 400 STR's could prove to be very helpful. 


Thursday, September 1, 2016 


Strenghthening The McPike And Browning 
Lines, Indiana and Tennessee 


| made out and mailed the "First Families Of Tennessee" 
application. As | was doing that | was thinking how do we 
know the Nathan Browning in Roger Browning's 1828 
Greene County, TN Will is our Nathan? Our Nathan in 


Indiana is definitely our progenitor because he and his 
wife Obedience McPike are named as parents on a 
couple Browning death certificates and a marriage certificate. | was thinking how would | 
prove the Nathan in Greene County, Tennessee was the same person as our Nathan in 
Indiana? This is a common problem the farther back we trace the family. How do 

we establish someone with the same name in another state is actually our ancestor? It's 
been a while sense I've looked at the Browning line. For my purposes | was convinced the 
Brownings in Greene County were the same, and they migrated to Indiana. 


We are definitely blood relatives of Nathan Browning and Obedience McPike. My late mother 
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has many DNA matches with descendants of this couple. Here are a few of the lines we 
match: 


Shared Ancestor Hint 
Nathan BROWNING Obedienc 


Hichard Washington BROWNING 


Shared Ancestor Hint 


Nathan BROWNING 
nd Grrot-Lraadot 


Richer! Washington BROWNING ‘ a Mary Potiy Growing 


Shared Amcestor Hint 


Nathan GHCMIN, 
, we our Nn 


Fic tard Washington: BROWNING: 


Why do we believe Nathan Browning and wife Obedience McPike originally came from 
Tennessee and specifically the Greene County area? We have the Roger Browning Will 
stating he has a son named Nathan. There were several Nathan Browning's in the US who 
were contemporaries of our Nathan Browning. Can we be sure which one is ours? Looking at 
Census records of the children of Nathan Browning (Nathan died before the 1850 Census 
contained birthplaces, as did his wife) the older children state they were born in Tennessee. 
This would support Roger Browning as being Nathan's father since there were no other 
Nathan Browning's in the early Tennessee records. 


Probably the strongest supporting circumstantial evidence is the fact Lina Dayton, named as 
Roger's daughter in his 1828 will, ends up with her husband Joseph in Pleasant Run 
Township, Lawrence County, Indiana. The same township Nathan Browning and Obedience 
McPike lived in. 


ee: Eas KF whe ahatt Pax 5 e/a ope ml hme te 
fifibows Lb my Ofitd thal. ey done Hathnn Gfirvnen abate git lit iin 
; Mak, Pla, Mevw-at ~y Aan gh for, hall yh Foftiee! Lelarg Bry os 
hall gibbons bland Lb muy Ott hat Clg all Clthone 


A a fovuly fore law BE ye et Mad’ (Mix coheed, Ferspre ry ole gh tomy 
ME oth vo Leia veltace the sory ROME Mak Sonjuannyt! desruitig ty Fen 
is s r i 


Roger Browning's 1828 Will Greene County, TN naming daughter Lina Dayton 


How do we know Lina Dayton, named in her husband Joseph Dayton's will, is the same Lina 
Dayton named in her father Roger's will? A very strong piece of evidence appears in her 
husband Joseph Dayton's will. One of Lina and Joseph's children is named Browning 
Dayton. We have to thank Joseph and Lina for solidifying the Browning connection by 
naming a son Browning! 


. of ’ * : 
Me corm wih and OD pte ov ete. hal om thet fordl 
; 3 
ale preg peal hoe wd Sooner al Ok nt em * fe ard 
y Se 9. 2 . -* nate end Bo gee on rhe fenta Tay OP om 
at ang 6 wake Le ore flaws nite « any Aomectn! = 
y ~ : 


buf a 
|Atase, 
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hol ye 2/ and prere «44 BaGfe& we eon e mt ot ah Dorm 
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conten: Bhat! erfets’ #@ Te ie ae Papier hs, < putlee 
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Joseph Dayton's will Lawrence County, Indiana 


To make these connections even firmer Nathan Browning and Obedience McPike had a 
daughter named Melinda. Lina's name was actually Melinda, this niece appears to have been 
named after her. 
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Here we have Melinda Browning/Ramsey 1850 Census 
States she was born in Tennessee 


My mother matched a descendant of Melinda "Lina" Browning/Dayton at AncestryDNA, which 
provides even more support for our Browning pedigree (we also match a descendant of 
Roger's daughter Sala Dewes, she was also named in his will). 


7 Melinda Lewis 


» Yj William macennes Martin 


—2 Joseph Dayton 
Zz Hannah Dayton 
a Melinda Browning 
I Caesh Crnmien Martin 


Edna Kapple DNA match 


I'm always on the lookout for more information. It would be great if a document specifically 
stated the Browning's of Lawrence County, Indiana came from Greene County, Tennessee. 
Haven't found a document with that direct statement yet. The evidence we have is strong 
anyway. 


William McPike is the only McPike | can find on early records for Tennessee. All of 
Obedience McPike/Browning's children agree that she was born in Tennessee about 1789. 
Obedience also named a son William. I'm confident William is her father. I'll Keep looking for 
more evidence however. 


Everyone seems to have William McPike's wife, and Obedience's mother, as Obedience 
Holloway. | can't find any documentation to support this? Apparently William McPike and 
William Holloway built a road in Washington County, according to a minutes book for that 
county. Not sure what sort of document states that William's wife was a Holloway? | do find 
a William Holloway on an 1805 Taxlist for Greene County, TN. If she was a Holloway William 
may have been her brother? 


I'm still trying to figure out where in Greene, Sullivan, and Washington counties the 
Brownings and McPikes lived. | need to collect up the deeds. It appears William McPike 
purchased land 140 acres of land from Shadrack Hale (Washington County Deeds book 4, 
page 23 July 20, 1789). Since William McPike appears on a Greene County tax list 

in 1783 (Nolichucky Settlers) it appears he was living on land in Washington bordering 
Greene County? On February 8, 1796 William McPike buys 250 acres of land from William 
Rosberry. It was located on the Limestone Fork of Lick Creek in Greene County (book 2, 
page 445 Greene County Deeds). He sold this land December 28, 1796 (book 6, page 156 
Greene County, TN Deeds). The following year on Christmas day William bought 220 acres 
on Tory creek (now Long Creek?) in Cocke County, TN. | don't have any of the actual deeds. 
| am hoping the actual deeds contain more family information? 


As for Roger Browning | don't have any deeds or deed index information. | had associated 
him with Greene County more than his in-law William McPike. Now it appears William 
McPike was in Greene County in 1783 with the other Nolichucky Settlers. Roger doesn't 
appear in Greene County until around 1800. Before that he is living in Sullivan County, where 
his likely brother Amsey Browning also lived. He first purchased land in Sullivan County in 
1789. Apparently the deed says the land is on Kendrick Creek? I'm not sure where his land in 
Greene County was, but it may have been near his son's land on Caney Branch? 


I've written to the North Carolina Archives to get a copy of William McPike's Revolutionary 
War file. | think it may just be a voucher? | thought | saw somewhere that he hired a 
substitute? | may be completely wrong? According to a 1919 article from DAR magazine all 
of the able bodied men living in Washington County in 1780 would likely have fought at 

the Battle of Kings Mountain, and some would have went on to Yorktown. The McPike's seem 
to believe William did serve at both of these locations. There was another William McPike 
from Pennsylvania who was indeed at Yorktown. Not sure if two William McPike's were at 
Yorktown? 


Naming patterns, Roger Browning's 1828 will in Greene County, TN, documents naming the 
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birthplaces of the Browning family of Indiana, and 
DNA have been important in 
establishing our Browning lineage and roots in 
Tennessee. 


I'll be collecting up the actual deeds, and hopefully 
getting a copy of the Revolutionary War document 
or documents soon. 


Visiting the Sycamore Shoals Museum sparked my interest in finding out 
whether William McPike fought at King's mountain 


Saturday, August 27, 2016 


AK'S Genealogy Research 


JH following tax Hist is per- 
Gh haps the oldest county tix 
ee tS) assessment of the state in exist- 
Gd Pi cnee. The original, like many 
Pert court records of value to gene- 
alogists, has been carelessly 
misplaced or destroyed and is no longer 
accessible. With few exceptions the 
men whose names appear on the lst 
were Revolutionary soldiers and 
patriots, [t is impossible in these 
short notes to mention but a few of the 
early families. They may, however, be 
classed as those residing in Washing- 
ton County during the Revolutionary 
War, and those who emigrated to the 
settlements at the close of hostilities. 
Cunnen (nsmter isnine te ITQE arene = 


1919 DAR magazine 


Proving A Tennessee First Families Line To 


1796 


| just returned from the "First Families of Tennessee Reunion & Jubilee" 2016 in Knoxville. | 


had a wonderful time! A distant cousin provided great company, and drove me to all the 


family sites. Nice since | don't know anyone else in the area. | attended the conference and 
learned a great deal about Tennessee and Virginia research that | didn't know. | will have to 


do research in Virginia Civil Parish records now. The yearly property line processioning 


records could be useful for me. Also | need to find out who the Forgey family landlord was in 


Co. Louth Ireland in hopes his records contain some family information. The Scots-lrish 


presentation was outstanding. 
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| would like to join "First Families of Tennessee" and get the certificate. I'm not sure which 
line contains the best proof. | will read through the instructions for acceptance carefully 
before submitting an ancestral line. | have two, out of 3, lines which should qualify. One line 
is my Roger Browning line. My other line would be the Andrew Forgey line. The Forgey 
family was in Tennessee by 1780. 


Here is the proof for the Andrew Forgey ancestral lineage: 


| Ril 1] arf 
= yonty, ea 


ton-iadlaw, ink Goal 3 


The obituary is proof my ancestor Andrew was in Tennessee in 1794. Although probably not 
the best proof since this is a secondary source. 


Circumstantial evidence points to a Hugh Forgey being Andrew's father. All other Forgey 
couples in Knox County have identified children. Hugh Forgey and Catherine Fisher are the 
only couple living in Knox County at the time of Andrew's birth without identified children. 
Also, Andrew had a brother Archibald who appears to have been named after Hugh's father- 
in-law Archibald Fisher. And my ancestor Hugh Forgey, Andrew's son, appears to be named 
after his grandfather Hugh Forgey. My Andrew born 1794 would have also been named after 
his Forgey grandfather. Hugh's name first appears in Tennessee records in 1786, when he 
signs a petition for the division of Sullivan County. Hugh's parents were Andrew Forgey and 
Margaret Reynolds. Andrew Forgey was granted land in Sullivan County in 1780. 


Every US Census Andrew Forgey, born 1794, appeared on states he was born in Tennessee 


A Forgey family bible lists my ancestor Hugh Forgey as Andrew Forgey, born 1794's, son. (it 
does not date to the time period, but instead contains entries transcribed from another older 
family bible along with contemporary mid to late 1800's entries) 


a me 


Aurcheve $e. S74 S—~ Browie %, ection 
> Ces engl - i a 2er 


Af f3 5 
Aon nae . 
ae bf ws thd 


The above bible entry is proof of descent from my ancestor Hugh Forgey, son of Andrew. 


The next link in the chain to myself would be Hugh's son William Wray Forgey. | have Hugh's 
will and a Census record to prove this link. 
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William Wray Forgey's son Charles Lynn Forgey was my Grandfather. | would establish the 
link between Charles and his father with the 1910 US Census. 


| would establish the relationship between Charles L. Forgey and his daughter, my mother, 
Edna with the 1940 Census. 


——— PTE 
i. Af a ee 
7 TTR 


| would use my own birth certificate to prove my relationship to my mother. 

Proving the Browning line would begin with Roger Browning: 

The East Tennessee Historical Society already has an approved descendant of Roger 
Browning. | don't need to prove Roger was in Tennessee prior to 1796, since this is already 
established. The First Family descendant of Roger used a 1789 deed for Sullivan County, TN 


as proof. 


| would use Roger Browning's will to prove Nathan was his son: 


My Ancestor Richard Washington Browning was a son of Nathan. | would use Richard's 
death certificate to prove that relationship. | can't find this document, unfortunately, so | will 
order another copy. 
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| would use my Great-Grandmother Isis Browning-Forgey's Obituary to prove her relationship 
to her father. 


oprrvary. Bied4-7,/70 
Alter a long selge of sickness and 
soffering with that dread dispane, cou 
sumption, desth came to rolivve Isie 
Forgey of the teiale of thie life Her 
demise occarred last Frida igbt, 
Feb. Tth. 
ot 
and was born Nov. 27.1800 She was 
anited In marriage to Willlam Porgey 
Jane*22, 186. To this unton were 
born six children, one of whom pre- 
ceded ber to the grave. She anited 
with the Methodist ocberch when 
thirteen yeare of age and lived a cbria- 
tian life anti! death. She waaa de- 
voted wife, a kiod and loving mother, 
and «6 friend to all she met. Her 
faneral was held in the M DB. church 
last Sanday at 11 o'clock, Rev. Mach- 


If that isn't enough | also have Isis Browning-Forgey's death certificate. 
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From here | would use the 1910 Census, 1940 Census, and my birth certificate. 


William McPike: 


Another early Tennessee settler ancestor of mine would be William McPike. I'm finding 
several problems with some of the research I've found posted about him. There does appear 
to be a payment voucher for him located at the North Carolina archives. The payment was 
made out to someone living in the Tennessee area, voucher #59, folio 2, special cert #3437. 
It is most likely for my ancestor William McPike. He is said to have fought at the 
Revolutionary Battle of King's Mountain. That is possible, but | thought | read somewhere that 
he hired a substitute? Also several people have stated he was at the battle of Yorktown. | 
believe that was a different William McPike. That man was fighting in a Pennsylvania 
regiment, not a North Carolina regiment. 


If | were to use William McPike as my "First Families of Tennessee" ancestor | have no idea 
how | could prove my ancestor Obedience McPike's relationship, other than some 
circumstantial evidence? It looks like a number of William McPike's descendants have 
applied for membership in the DAR. | could order a packet of supporting documents from the 
DAR to see how William's children were proven? 


| will probably join using my Roger Browning ancestor since my mother was most interested 
in the Browning line. | think she would approve. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=201 9-08-23T 12:46:00-07:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 14/24 


3/28/24, 1:25 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


Monday, June 20, 2016 


At A Standstill With Autosomal DNA 


Don't mistake my post as criticism of autosomal DNA. It's a very useful test. However to 
make use of it for genealogy purposes we need to map segments. If you are looking for your 
parents, siblings, 1rst cousins mapping isn't necessary. Adoptees can get results without 
mapping segments. Genealogists, generally, are not looking for close relatives. 


The problem I've run up against is the DNA testing company with the most good matches 
doesn't provide exact segment information. Everyone knows this is AncestryDNA. What | 
have managed to do is reconfirm, over and over, that | am indeed related by blood to several 
paper trail ancestors. 


23andMe isn't much better. They have a great chromosome browser, and now they have a 
great common match feature, but they don't have a way to post a tree at their site. No trees 
means not much progress using their site. | have, however, been able to collect some 
segments for my DNA mapping, which sure beats AncestryDNA. Family Tree DNA is a bust 
now too, because they have failed to attract enough testers. | haven't gotten a good match 
with them in a long time. | have in the past been able to collect some important segment 
data. Now that Ancestry is dominating the market for DNA testing Family Tree DNA seems to 
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have had a steep decline in the number of testers. 


Everyone says just ask your AncestryDNA matches to compare at GEDmatch. | have not 
been lucky enough to have many agree. My top matches, generally, have not to date agreed 
to upload to GEDmatch. Without being able to map my chromosomes with large segments 
from 2nd to 3rd cousins it's impossible to confirm where the smaller segments come from. | 
could put together a great chromosome map if only AncestryDNA somehow provided a 
chromosome browser. | would love to resolve a brickwall on my Campbell line using 
autosomal DNA, but can't without a chromosome map. Establishing exactly which segments 
relate to which families is critical to success with autosomal DNA. This can't always be done 
if, for instance, you are from an endogamous population. | do have ancestors who were 
French Canadian. This population is very interrelated. The French Canadian segments are 
useful anyway. They tell me these segments came from my maternal Great-Great 
Grandfather. Aside from the French Canadian line my family isn't endogamous. 


Recently I'm noticing some matches iiisliciod vaibannacs ee eed 

sharing substantial amounts of DNA at 2 Possible range 1th cousins ( What does this mean? 
AncestryDNA, such a 91 cM share. | ae Sorin ony aN ae 

know exactly how we are related since. wn Ee td 
the match has a tree posted. I'm 3} cenmimorgans shared across 4 
hoping that this match agrees to 
upload to GEDmatch. This alone won't 
be very helpful, however, without 
many more matches also sharing their 
segment information. It's the aggregate segment data that is so powerful when it comes to 


using autosomal. 


DNA segments 


AncestryDNA cites the danger of matches discovering inherited disease information about a 
match through segment data as the reason they will not provide exact segment info. I'm 
afraid without the exact segment information the test isn't very useful for genealogists. 


AncestryDNA really painted themselves into a corner by not providing the ability to share 
segments early on. They've decided to ignore this important tool and provide New Ancestor 
Discoveries and Circles. I've written in my blog about how a 4th cousin and | shared some of 
the same NAD's. This line has a brickwall too, so | was very interested in the origins of the 
NAD matches. | tried to workout how we were all possibly related. Those NAD's have now 
been removed by AncestryDNA. | guess we aren't likely related after all, or at least within the 
genealogical time frame. This waste of time could have been better spent mapping 
chromosomes. 


I'll keep trying to persuade AncestryDNA matches to upload to GEDmatch. Otherwise | will 
remain at a standstill. 


Tuesday, May 10, 2016 


To Phase Or Not To Phase? Plus, She's Back? 


My to Quack or not to Quack souvenir from my recent vacation 


That is the question... 
Is the phasing and filtering AncestryDNA does worth the extra processing? I've wavered 
about this for years. It sounds like a great idea. On a theoretical basis it is. In practice not so 
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much. The phasing AncestryDNA does attempts to use haplotypes to separate the DNA we 
inherit from each parent. The results are also filtered in order to remove matches who share 
population segments. When | listened to an Ancestry representative explain the haplotype 
method she did say there was an error rate with the phasing. Some haplotypes haven't been 
encountered before. Removing population segments, with filtering, isn't helpful for me since 
these segments at least tell me which ethnic group a segment comes from. 


A recent update to the AncestryDNA product has many discussing the merits of this 
companies approach to matching. An issue was brought up at the Facebook ISOGG group 
which | hadn't noticed. Before the recent AncestryDNA update parents and children were said 
to share up to 90 segments of DNA. According to the other companies around 30 segments 
are shared. This vast discrepancy is due to the fact Ancestry's phasing and filtering chops up 
segments. The recent update has brought the number of shared segments down to the 50's. 
Still many more than the other companies. 


I've posted about the fact that during AncestryDNA's 
previous update, when Timber was introduced, a 3rd Swen 
cousin went missing. | checked to see if she was returned 
immediately after the update finished. | didn't see her listed 
as a 3rd or 4th cousin so | assumed she wasn't returned 
with this update. Going through hints yesterday | found 
her. She has returned. She is listed as a 5th to 8th cousin 
now. What does this tell me? First of all the prediction is 
off. Secondly it tells me the AncestryDNA product is still in hath 
a state of flux and who knows what will happen with future hah 
updates? Apparently someone can match you today, and 

may be removed in the future, just to possibly be returned somewhere down the line? 


| didn't find that any close matches were removed this time. | did find several distant cousin 
matches had been removed. It's possible these matches do match DNA wise? AncestryDNA 
states it is possible good matches were removed. 


| would rather see AncestryDNA do away with the phasing and filtering. Shuffling matches in 
and out of our lists doesn't make any sense. It's just confusing. Does the phasing and filtering 
improve match results? Not in my case. Predictions at the 3rd cousin range and beyond are 
impossible to get exactly right. I'm not even sure if phasing and filtering helps improve 
predictions for closer cousins? What it can do is remove good matches. 


One thing is certain, every time AncestryDNA updates results they get publicity. As someone 
once said "there's no such thing as bad publicity." 


Wednesday, April 6, 2016 


Recap Of Sunday's SL Discussion: Working 
With Segments 


We've been having DNA discussions in the virtual world of Second Life (just consult the 
"Genealogists In Second Life" page at Facebook for more details). Our next discussion will 
be on Sunday May 1, 2016. 

Here is a recap of our last meeting Sunday April 3, 2016. 

This slide shows a view from the 23andme chromosome browser 


e The browser shows our 23 pairs of chromosomes. One row from our Mother the 
other from our Father 


e It shows where my Mom, a match, and | share DNA. 
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Mom shares from side to side on each chromosome (the purple lines). 
Match is represented by the red segments 
Does she match my Mom? 
We would check either my Mom or my matches match list and see if they match 


We would then check the chromosome browser to verify they match on the same 
chromosomes in the same place 


AACACAACACAACACANCAC Dad 
ATCACATCATATCACATCATG Mom 


Overlaps in Browser 
es comet. may not match 


All Generations ¥ 


= eacn other 


[Siow all” 


Another view (above) of a chromosome browser shows the pair of 23 
chromosomes, plus the X 

I've listed some alleles (i.e., A's, G's, C's, T's) which are used to determine who 
matches 

One line across each chromosome always represents a parent. The companies 
can't tell which alleles come from which parent. Only testing parents can work this 
out, in order to list the alleles separately and correctly for each parent. Without 
that its up to software to figure this out 


AncestryDNA phases results without parents. This often produces good results, 
according to them. They acknowledge a small error rate 


The same positions are tested for each parent 


Because of that segments two, or more, matches may look like they match in the 
chromosome browser. You must know whether the match is a match on the 
paternal or maternal side to know whether overlapping segments represent a 
match 


| tested my mother so I can narrow down the possibilities 


Me 
Match=Red 


Grandma=Green 
(from Nicaragua) 
Grandpa=Blue 
(Colonial American) 


| borrowed someone else's grandparents to demonstrate how having 
grandparents segments is useful in establishing IBD segments and finding a more 
precise relationship with matches. 


Here you can see the possible 3rd cousin match also has the same matching 
segments as she had with my mother. She matches my maternal grandmother on 
the same segments 


As it turns out she is also Nicaraguan. Just like my grandmother 


These segments are certainly IBD 
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Comparing 
other set of 
Grandparents 


withsame 
match. They 
Don't share 
the segments 


e You can see (in the slide above) that the other set of grandparents don't share the 
same red segments. This confirms there is no match on the paternal side 

e This view shows the segments that my grandparents gave me through my father. 
The side to side shares from parents are divided up by segments they got from 
their parents. Siblings receive different assortments of DNA from grandparents. 

¢ Grandparents DNA is further segmented with DNA from their parents 

e This chain of inherited DNA continues back in time, until we not longer share DNA 
with certain ancestors 


e Notice here how the paternal grandparents segments fit together like puzzle 
pieces (above) 


Testing 2"¢ cousins 
or finding 2°¢ cousins 
who have already 
tested, will help 


—— recapture the DNA we 
i inherited from 

Bes, 

oan) Grandparents 

a) 

@@e Dd 


Qevontond te Lace iC SY Format) | Woew Owe rien a tape 


e If you don't have living grandparents you can recreate the segments your 
grandparents gave to you by testing and comparing segments with 2nd cousins 

e There is also a way to test siblings to find start and end points for grandparents 
shares 


Collecting and 
Connecting 
DNA segments 
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e Downloading segment data from Family Tree DNA , 23andMe, and GEDmatch 
allows you to compare segments from matches from all three places 

e You can upload and compare the segments at third party sites such as Kitty's 
Chromosome Mapper. Or you can download a free app from Genomate Pro 
(good idea to donate too). This software will allow you to store and compare your 
segment match data. 


Triangulation 


What if we don't have many close relatives who have tested. We 
can compare our matches and see if we find places where several 
of our maiches segments overlap. We can do this using the 
chromosome browsers at 23andMe or Family Tree DNA. It's actually 
besi to upload data from the companies and GEDmatch to 
Genome Mate Pro where we can compare all matches. lf we find 
an area where 3 or more matches share a segment and share an 
ancestor or and ancestral couple We have a Triangulation. We can 
then name thai segqmeni after the cormesponding family or ancestor. 
Using segments which ore statistically likely to be IBD is esseniial if 
you don't have close relativesto establish a segmeni as IBD. 
According to Dr. Tim Janzen 15 cM, 2500 SNP, segmenis are more 
likely to be IBD. 


e Triangulation is useful for all testers. The definition of triangulation is having a 
matching or overlapping segment with two matches or more 


e It's especially useful if you don't have close relatives who have tested. In such 
cases a good triangulation can establish a segment as identical by descent, or not 
a false match 

e Triangulated shared segments, or overlaps, should overlap by at least 7 cM's 

e When triangulating without establishing segments as identical by descent, using 
close relatives, it's best to use segments in the IBD range. According to Dr. Tim 
Janzen 15 cM and 2500 SNP segments are more likely to be IBD 


Vee and Other matches 


wd 
Aneatte Kapple 


Paternal, Harness (Harnish), Troxell, Caddell, 
Sexton, Douglas, Rose, Sharp, Abbott, Lovett, 
Brown, Sisel, Berry, Ellis, Griffith, , Maternal, 
Brown, Thompson, Watson, Lloyd, Green 

, Marigold, 


She snares surname Grenier 


¢ In September of 2015 Vee got in contact with me through 23andMe's messaging 
system. She asked me to look over her list of names, and said she had a tree on 
Ancestry. | determined the most likely connection was through the surname 
Grenier. | have French Canadian Ancestors with that surname. Her ancestors did 
not come to the US through Quebec, however. Instead they came from France to 
New York in the 1700's 
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Comparing at Genomaich Pro 
found more matches on same 
segment. None sharing the name 


cre 


Grenier. 


+ 


NEW ANCESTOR DISCOVERIES CIID 


Thue ate potart iat rem ancensan c4 relatree 


e Last week | began using Genome Mate Pro. This app allows you to look at shared 
segments on each chromosome from various sources. | noticed Vee, my Paternal 
Aunt, a Paternal First Cousin, and a third cousin on the paternal side all matched 
on chromosome 6 in the same place. | found 2 others who also matched 

¢ Ihad to dig a little to find trees for the two additional matches. When | 
compared everyone, except my 3rd cousin, and closer relatives, | found they 
all shared many of the same surnames, and all had Southern roots 

e It also dawned on me that the names shared by these 3 common matches were 
also the surnames associated with all my NAD's 

e Looking through the NAD's again | believe our common connection has 
something to do with the surname Douglas. | had first thought Troxell was the 
common surname, but one match in the NAD's doesn't share that surname. Still 
trying to work out our connection because | don't have Douglas on my tree? 

e All of these matches share 25 to 32 cM segments, and around 8000 SNPs, on 
chromosome 6. This makes it nearly certain the shared segments are identical by 
descent 


Someone at the discussion asked "Once you have verified your segment matches, did you 
then establish documentation through public records etc..?" Yes. You need to also compare 
documented trees to see how you might be related to a match. Unfortunately it's difficult to 
document trees at Family Tree DNA. Or maybe it's just not as straight forward? You can add 
stories and notes to your Family Tree DNA tree, which many of us, including me, haven't 
done. 


We also discussed the fact that it's difficult to get AncestryDNA matches to respond to 
messages, let alone upload to GEDmatch. 


Another problem with AncestryDNA that we talked about is the lack of specific segment data, 
which hampers our ability to make the correct DNA connection with our matches. Matches 
can match through more than one couple; so segment mapping would help to determine 
which couple the DNA likely came from. 


Another problem someone brought up was the need to meet the genealogy proof 
standard, regarding the lack of segment data at AncestryDNA. Scholarly genealogy 
journal articles, which refer to DNA testing, include exact segment data. Without the exact 


data and comparisons your proof argument won't hold up to scrutiny. 


Next meeting we will discuss GEDmatch. 


Tuesday, March 8, 2016 
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Do We Need To Be Scientists To Use Our 
DNA Results? 


No, | don't think we do need to be scientists to work with our segment data. We don't have 
access to actual data to scientifically analyze our own results as far as coming up with IBD 
statistics anyway. We can look at population genetics, but these scientists haven't evaluated 
the results from the new large genetic genealogy databases. They can't tell us what the 
likelihood the 15 cM segment we share with a match is from our common 4 x great- 
grandparents. 


As genetic genealogy testing consumers we must rely on the data analysis the companies 
are providing us with. Companies like AncestryDNA are putting out statistics like these: 


Confidence score Approximate amount of sharing Likelihood you and your match shate a recent common ancestor within 5 or 6 generations 
Extremely high More than 30 ceniMorgans Virtually 100% 

Very high | 20-30 centiforgans O9% 

High 12-20 centiMorgans 955 

Good 6-12 centiMorgans More than 50% 

Moderate 6 centiMorgans or less 20-50% 


To me a 99% probability is good? This would imply that my Aunt's 5th cousin match sharing a 
20 and 15.7 cM segment more than likely shares IBD segments? The 99% probability means 
they likely share an ancestor within the past 6 generations. If we take away 10 cM's for 
phasing, timber etc. we are still in the 99% probability range. 


Here I've crossed out lines that are not Colonial American in my Aunt Loretta's tree. Most of 
these ancestors came to the US at the turn of the 20th Century. The only line that would 
correspond with this match would be through Mary Owens born 1852. Her ancestors were all 
Colonial Americans. Aunt Loretta's 5th cousin match has mostly Colonial Virginian ancestry. | 
haven't traced any lines expect one back to Colonial Virginia. | have my Aunt's lines back 6 
generations, and more, except in Ireland. | feel confident after examining the tree of our 
match, and my Aunt's tree, that any matching segments more likely than not match to our 
Colonial American ancestors. 


If we find a triangulation on one of these segments, with good overlap, and that happened to 
be a 5th cousin match, | don't understand why that would be suspect either? As some would 
say. They would agree with this statement by Ancestry "In populations that have grown 
rapidly in the past 200 to 300 years, individuals are more likely to be related to each other 
through two or more ancestral couples. Such population growth may also lead to marriages 
between related individuals, such as second cousins. As in the founder effect, this also leads 
to an excess of DNA sharing, but due to multiple common ancestors living one to two 
hundred years ago, rather than thousands of years ago." The triangulation naysayers would 
say how can you tell where such a segment comes from if you might share several ancestral 
lines? Maybe you can use segment mapping or build out your tree as far as possible? Some 
are also saying that segments shared between those with many Colonial American lines are 
the result of endogamy. Read Ancestry's statement again. They are saying they aren't seeing 
the founders effect? 


At AncestryDNA the lack of segment data makes it impossible for us to even try to decide 


which lines, out of maybe a couple possibilities, we might match on. You don't have to be a 
scientist to map segments. 
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| think most of the experts in the genetic genealogy field would agree with this statement from 
Ancestry:"The longer the stretches of evidence for identical haplotypes the more evidence 
there is that the identity is due to a recent common ancestor." 


From Ancestry "Our test set contains over 150 genotyped samples from a large family with a 
well-researched pedigree containing about 2,500 relationships that vary from 1 meiosis to 15 
meioses. In order to estimate recall, we must know whether a given pair of individuals has 
IBD." Ancestry compared 150 samples to find IBD, so we can find IBD by comparison. 
Wonder if they had Colonial American ancestors? | realize they only used this test set for 
finding IBD in close relatives, but this would seem to suggest mapping would help in 
establishing a relationship with more distant relatives. 


We need the studies carried out by Ancestry and the other companies to guide us as to 
whether our matches have a good chance of sharing ancestors within the past 6 generations. 
We need good statistics regarding the likelihood a segment is IBD. Personally if a segment 
has a good chance of being IBD and | share a set of common ancestors with a match | have 
little doubt where the segment came from. 


Reading Ancestry's white paper for matches did give me some pause for thought... 

"third cousins, in fact, are only about 98% likely to have any IBD." Only? That's a pretty high 
percentage to me? That statement is a little troubling. | hope the rest of the reasoning behind 
their analysis is better? 


Given the chance | think non scientists, provided with segment IBD probabilities and good 
trees, can make valid connections with matches 


Friday, February 26, 2016 


Comparing Match cMs At Different Sites 


After a discussion at ISOGG Facebook | decided compare the data from matches who have 
results in multiple places including AncestryDNA, Family Tree DNA, 23andMe, and 
GEDmatch. | copied all my mother's match names from these site. | then sorted the names 
alphabetically. | found it was impossible to compare with AncestryDNA testers because most 
do not use their first and last names. Because so few testers use first and last names | was 
not able to use this method to find testers who were also in the other databases. It would be 
too time consuming to pick out those using their own first and last names. So | decided to do 
a more scaled down comparison using known cousins who have results in multiple places. 


My results demonstrate that segment cM's are generally close to the same when comparing 
at Family Tree DNA, 23andMe, and GEDmatch. | did find a case where a segment cM's were 
10 cM's apart between Family Tree DNA and GEDmatch. SNP totals at GEDmatch are often 
lower. Now | know to turn down the SNP totals when comparing at GEDmatch. I'll use 500 
SNPs now. 


Do t f I 
Intials of Testers Chrornatome SNPs FIDNA FIDNA Segments o's «SNP's23andMe 23andMeSegmentscM's SNPs GEDmatch GEDmatch segments 
nee niet ; : 


SC 15 365 1.08 1154 44 


4 5197 30.58 5197 79.9 40% et) 
4 NH Ps 7a) 12.73 2491 14.63 1s 
€ —T] 


Since AncestryDNA doesn't share their segment information | couldn't compare using 
segment totals. Instead | compared with cM totals. | didn't use segments under 7 cM's in the 
Family Tree DNA totals. It looks like GEDmatch always has the highest total cMs. Ancestry 
always has the lowest. The average difference between Ancestry DNA and the other sites is 
17 cM's. AncestryDNA phases and filters matches raw results, which is the reason for the 
differences in total cMs 


Most of these matches are predicted in about the same cousin range at Ancestry and the 
other sites. The problem can be seen in my first chart. 23andMe, Family Tree DNA, and 
GEDmatch all show the person in chart one line 1 as a match. This person did test at 
Ancestry isn't a match with my mother there, even though she is a confirmed 4th cousin. | 
hadn't noticed until putting this together. I'm noticing more matches at the other sites who 
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} Ns M N ¢ 

AncestryDNA TotalcMs FIDNAtotal cMs 23andMe total cMs GEDmatch cMs Actual Relationship 

didn't match 13.08 12 14,4'\4th cousin lx removed SC 

11 30.58 30 32.6, adopted AG 

13.4 21.32 24 25.5'4th cousin lx removed NH 

31 42.39 61.5\3rdcousinlxremoved DP 

23.2 30.13 45' 4th cousin AA 

12.7 31.88 34.3'4th Cousin Ixremoved BG 


don't match at Ancestry. | have at least 5 confirmed cousins who did match at Ancestry, but 
don't now. Likely because of Timber. I'm not seeing this when looking at matches elsewhere. 
I'm sure some don't match at Family Tree DNA, but match elsewhere because of the 20 cM 
requirement. | have not encountered that because 1 cM segments are included. 


Someone said if the results are different between sites what difference does it make? Ok, if 
each company has slightly different ranges but come up with the same matches then there 
isn't any problem. If confirmed cousin matches are being lost than | believe the companies 
should be rethinking their testing and matching procedures. Third cousins, and more distant 
cousins, are the ones affected by unreliable matching techniques. If a match shares only 
once segment they are more likely to be disappear as a match with additional processing. 


Putting this together | have found more difficulties working with AncestryDNA than the others 
sites. 


1. Ancestry doesn't allow you to download matches or their cM numbers (I used the 
chrome extension. Doesn't include cMs). 23andMe and Family Tree DNA allow you to 
download spreadsheets. 


2. Ancestry should encourage testers to provide full names if they want to participate in 
sharing with other testers. | understand why some may not want to use their real 
names. They should use a consistent pseudonym, and use it everywhere, if they want 
to collaborate. 


3. It would be nice if we could filter matches by total cMs. 


4. It would be nice if we could search by username. 
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AK'S Genealogy Research 


Create Blog Sign In 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 


direction. | also research Irish records. 
Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Tuesday, February 23, 2016 


Triangulation Example 


“Owens/Mason - Det 20-201 TEST PAI CUT 


1 ee Melvin ' 


eT 


3 


Search This 


Some ISOGG group members at Facebook have been wanting to see examples of 
triangulation at the 6th cousin level. My Melvin family segment triangulations would be 
closest to this cousin range. One match is a 5th cousin 1x removed, which is pretty much 
equivalent. This triangulation is with descendants of John Melvin b. abt. 1776, Maryland and 
Mary Redden b. abt. 1777 Maryland. The Melvin segment matches are as follows (see chart 
above, which includes my Aunt, myself, and two other distant cousins): 


1. The light blue segment, on chromosome 1, represents my Aunt on my Paternal side. 
She shares this 22.1 cM segment with a 3rd cousin. This match is a descendant of our 
common ancestors John Melvin and Mary Redden. 


2. The light pink segment, on Chromosome 1, of the same size is my segment match with 
the same person as my Aunt. This is a 3rd cousin 1 x removed to me. 


3. The smaller dark pink segment sandwiched between the ones described above 
belongs to another John Melvin and Mary Redden match. This 14.2 segment is 
also shared by my Aunt and myself. This match is a 5th cousin to my Aunt, and a 5th 
cousin 1x removed to me. 


4. The green segment is where the 3rd cousin range match, to my aunt and myself, 
matches our 5th cousin range match. These 5th cousins share a slightly larger 
segment which is 18.6 cMs. You'll notice it extends passed the segments my aunt and | 
share. 


Both of our Melvin matches have good trees. Our 5th 
cousin range match has all lines going out at least 6 
generations. Looking at other possible lines which may also 
be the source of these segments | don't see any other 
matching ancestors. 


My proof of relationship to this Melvin family is through US 
Census research, a bible record, and the Elijah Hicks and 


Nancy Melvin marriage record. 


Elijah Hicks and John Melvin sign 
marriage bond 


Examining whether these segments are likely IBD it would seem that they are in that cM 
range. Checking to see if my mother shares the same segment on chromosome 1 with all of 
these matches. No she doesn't match. You can see here my comparison between my 
paternal aunt with my mother. All of our Melvin matches matched between 165,698,481 to 
180,598,459 on chromo 1,: 


a [areasono [ieosveses] 10 | 8 | 


[| as0.o1.013 [181 86895 
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My Mom and my Paternal Aunt's shares in the same place as a 3rd cousin and 5th Melvin cousin match | 


Looking a little more for possible places where our ancestors may have crossed paths | 
made this chart. Are we all from the same ethnic background? Could these be population 
segments? My paternal aunt and | have a fairly unique ethnic makeup. My 3x great- 
grandparents William Owens b. 1820 and Nancy Hick b. 27 Oct 1831 and their ancestors 
make up our only Colonial American line. 


} {igre Roose 


” Shore Shoes 


Austro- 
Hungarian 


snch 


Canadian 
Colonial Amercian 


Irish 


—{Datrek MULES 


} Na _______—__——__ 
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Here you see our lines are Austro-Hungarian, French Canadian, Colonial American, and Irish 
Catholic. When looking at the places of origin for the Melvin matches of my aunt and I, we 
find both have quite a bit of Colonial Ancestry. | don't see any other shared ancestors 
between either of the other two testers. We all have Colonial Ancestry, but no other shared 
ancestors. My Colonial line on the paternal side is very small. Neither tester has French 
Canadian roots like my Aunt and I. Neither has Burgenland, Austria ancestry, as my Aunt and 
| do. They don't have Irish Catholic roots either. Our 3rd cousin match has a large 
Scandinavian line, which none of the rest of us have. 


| think it's more likely than not that this Melvin Family triangulation is a good triangulation. 


Some of those who would discredit triangulation would say, well it could just be a coincidence 
that we all match in the same place on chromosome 1. They would also say it's nearly 
impossible to share segments with cousins in that range. Chances of matching at all at that 
range are minuscule. It would be like being struck by lightening to triangulate at that cousin 
distance, so they would say. What are the chances we would all match in the same place and 
share the same ancestors? Wouldn't that be as unusual if you are sticking with 

statistical probability? | have a feeling we have a long way to go before we even really 

know what the statistical probabilities are? We aren't able to do enough comparisons, or look 
at enough possible triangulations to get an idea of how likely or unlikely they are to occur. A 
company is holding a huge amount our genome information, but they aren't sharing it with 
customers. They will sell genomes for medical research though. 


PS This company now has no chromosome browser in 29 countries! 


Wednesday, February 17, 2016 


DNA On Fire AncestryDNA 4th Quarter 2015 
Report 


long lost family 


sunday march 6 10/5. 


The Fourth Quarter, and 2015 full year report, at AncestryDNA emphasized the importance of 
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the DNA product. This product has resulted in an increase in Ancestry subscriptions, which is 
Ancestry's core product. The 1 million new testers in 2015 helped increase subscriptions 
from 2,115,000 in the year ending December 2014, to the 2,264,000 in the year ending Dec 
2015. An increase of 149,000. The subscribers who came to Ancestry through the 
DNA product are more engaged, and tend to subscribe to more expensive packages. They 
also tend to renew their subscriptions, according to Ancestry. 


AncestryDNA now has 1.5 million testers in their database. The reason we are not seeing 
more tools like, a chromosome browser, is because sales are "on fire" according to one 
Ancestry Official. Black Friday 2015 sales were up 200% over last year. AncestryDNA has a 
lower profit margin than subscriptions, so as long as sales are brisk we won't be seeing new 
tools which would cost money to add. 


The Ancestry Executives were also asked if the new medical focus has resulted in more 
hacking attempts? One Executive said he didn't want to divulge that information. Interesting 
at that point in the conference call the line suddenly went dead. | thought, were they hacked 
lol? 


One Executive said a show Ancestry is sponsoring will likely increase DNA sales. Long Lost 
Family which will premiere its second season on TLC March 6, 2016 will be sponsored by 
Ancestry. Sounds like it's based on a British show. 


The sentiment regarding the DNA product's 2015 sales, and the current 2016 sales, has led 
these CEO's to forecast continued fiery sales of the DNA kits in 2016. 


Monday, February 15, 2016 


DNA: Not The Endogamy Of Cousins 


Overtayping Sepusat Map frees Tised\ le IBD Segmosnts Annette Kappler S0L0MS% 224632 forkiney ome - Jun 29, 2016. 1637 PAL CDT 


We've been discussing endogamy in the ISOGG group. | took a poll at ISOGG a few weeks 
ago and learned that first cousin marriage was not uncommon in earlier times. This is true of 
certain groups. People living in isolated places with few prospective mates, for instance. | 
have not found that kind of cousin marriage in my family. Most of my lines go back 6-8 
generations. My ancestors sometimes married outside of their ethnic group, and also married 
mates who came in different waves of immigration from the old world. 


When | say not the endogamy of cousins | mean for most of us we aren't seeing any close 
cousin marriage out to 6 or 8 generations. We do see the affect of the smaller early American 
population. When my American ancestors came to America they initially settled in 
Pennsylvania and Maryland. They migrated from there to either the Midwest or South. Small 
populations in these areas, and common migration patterns, could mean my matches' 
ancestors may have crossed paths with my ancestors more than once. | have found ina 
couple of instances that | could be related to a match through two different couples. This is a 
potential pitfall if you haven't carefully compared your tree with a match. This isn't the 
endogamy of cousin marriage, because it doesn't represent close cousins marrying, it's just 
that your ancestors crossed paths more than once when the population was smaller. 


This is where mapping out chromosomes helps. Using the segments of matches, and your 
immediate family, going out to the 3rd cousin range you can begin naming your segments for 
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family lines. | will never be able to do this for certain ethnic lines due to the lack of surviving 
records in the home country, so in that case | just name the segments according to ethnicity. 
Filling in the chromosome chart with named segments helps to identify matches who's 
segments overlap with confirmed family. 


We are able to collect these segments at Family Tree DNA and 23andMe. Family Tree DNA 

makes it easy by allowing us to see the segment information for all matches. At 23andMe you 
generally have to ask to share. 23andMe now has opt in sharing, which is working out for me 
better than expected. 


At AncestryDNA there is no way to see the chromosome information. This creates a problem 
considering our ancestors may have crossed paths more than once. Without the possibility of 
mapping how do we know which or two, or more, couples we may have gotten our shared 
DNA from? AncestryDNA also has more of the segments we need to create such a map. | 
have closer matches there than at the other two companies. Their data could help me a great 
deal, and all of us. 


Ancestry believes in DNA mapping because they recreated the genome of David Speegle 
using this technique. Some say we have segments going back to endogamy; if not more 
recently from America then going back to the old countries. These suppositions didn't seem 
to affect Ancestry's genome recreation? 


Many will tell us compare at GEDmatch. Few of my matches have agreed to compare there. 
The process is confusing for those who aren't computer savvy. Others worry about the 
privacy of the site. The best solution, which would produce the most compliance, would be an 
opt in segment sharing system, like 23andMe. 


Another problem with AncestryDNA is the problem plagued messaging system. If we don't 
hear from our matches it could be they aren't interested in sharing, or they didn't get the 
message at all? 


Here is what Mapping can do for you: 


1. Awell filled in map can help identify the ancestral route of a segment. This helps even 
when a match isn't cooperative. 

2. It can help to identify which of two or more couples a segment came from. 

3. It can help you eliminate IBS segments. You might find segments your parents don't 
match on. 

4. If you're using smaller segments as proof mapping can help confirm them. 

5. Chromosome matching segment maps can be 
compared to ethnicity chromosome maps to confirm 
ancestry. If you are 100% European the ethnicity 
chromosome chart won't help. 


Without mapping we are hamstrung in certain situations. 


ell 


This couple (below) now has 59 members in their circles. 
This could greatly help with chromosome mapping. Maybe 
Ancestry will sell us their genomes at some point? 


Ethnicity Chromosome Chart 


el eho) 


Tuesday, February 2, 2016 
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Wife Of 3RD Cousin 5X Removed In An 
Ancestry Circle? 


Bice 
wife of 3rd cousin 5x removed 
(1801-1881) 


20 MEMBERS 


| misunderstood the Circles at AncestryDNA. | had 
thought they were reserved for direct line ancestors. 
Apparently they can include aunts, uncles, cousins and 
their spouses; if they are in your tree. | just found a Circle 
for a several times great-aunt. When | click on her Circle 
I'm listed as a potential descendant. This can cause 
confusion if you don't read all the descriptions carefully. 
I'm not included in the Circle though. 


POTENTIAL DESCENDANT 


To me it would make more sense to include non direct line ? faerie one 
ancestors in NAD's. The Circles should form for the — 
strongest links. If they are extended beyond that to the wife 
of a 3rd Cousin 5x removed, for example, then we are 
getting into some very weak associations. Couldn't 
ancestry just exclude certain relationships from Circles? 


Friday, January 15, 2016 


Reconstructing My Grandfather And Great- 
Father's Genomes 


A ' 


Fred Mason's sons Edwin and Frank 


| am trying to reconstruct and color in the chromosome charts for my Maternal Grandfather 
Charles Lynn Forgey and Paternal Great-Grandfather Fred Augustus Mason. Since Charles 
Forgey's wife was Nicaraguan it's easy to separate out DNA that belongs to him. I'm only 
using identified segments to reconstruct his genome. Segments associated with Fred Mason 
are easy to pick out because his wife was Irish, and he was French Canadian on his father's 
side. He had early American roots on his Mother's side.. 


I've thrown out more requests to compare results to close matches relating to these men at 
AncestryDNA. No answers yet. If these cousins would compare it would certainly help fill in 


my charts. 
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I'm using an Aunt's results and some cousins results to 
fill in my Great-Grandfather Fred Augustus 

Mason's chart. | can see some X shares between an 
Aunt and a 2rd cousin 1x removed. | also share an 18cM 
segment on the X with the same cousin. This would go 
back to the Owens line because Fred's father would not 
have passed his X along to him. I'm not even attempting 
to name French Canadian segments due to endogamy. 


According to Ancestry those with the triangulation on 

chromosome 12 only share about 7 cM's; according to DON SRA West hen leual Eleva pe! 
He died in 1917 these are his children 

GEDmatch they share 14 cM's. They match both places. My Grandmother far left 

The 7 cM difference is common between GEDmatch and 

AncestryDNA. As | said before I'm only using the segments of paper trail cousins. 
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This is where | am with my Grandfather Charles Lynn 

Forgey's chart. | am using cousins and my Mother's results to fill 
this in. If the 70 cM and over matches at AncestryDNA would 
compare | could definitely make great progress on this chart. 
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Saturday, January 9, 2016 


DNA: Triangulation, Pileups & Endogamy 


Annette's Ethnicity Makeup 


@ Colonial American 
@ Nicaragua 

@ Austria 

alrish 


@ French Canadian 


There has been some debate at the ISOGG group about whether triangulation is possible 
beyond 4 generations. For triangulation to work the segments we are comparing would need 
to go back to a common ancestors within the genealogical time frame. The DNA testing 
companies estimate the regions of the genome they are comparing contain uncommon 
SNP's. They estimate when you share segments with matches that generally the relationship 
isn't much farther back than 6 or 7 generations. If this is the case then triangulation is 
possible if both you and your match have a tree that is fairly complete to 6 generations. Even 
if it isn't complete you can reasonably draw inferences about what the rest of the tree might 
look like. If someone is half Italian and you haven't found any Italian ancestors you can easily 
eliminate half that persons tree. In other cases in the US, for example. you can reasonably 
eliminate possible ancestor matches based on the region of the country they were from. 


Some are questioning the age of the SNP's we inherit. Are they 200 or 300 years old or are 
they ancient, 500 years old or older? We generally share very little DNA with ancestors who 
lived 200 years ago. It's hard to believe that we would continue to share SNP's from 500 

years. If we do it sounds like it would be a very small number and the amount of DNA would 
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be very small, and would not be considered a match by the testing companies. 


Some cite endogamy as the reason 500 year old and older SNP's persist. There is a high 
degree of interrelatedness among those of us who have Colonial American ancestors. 
Americans whose families remained in the same eastern seaboard areas since Colonial 
times tend to have problems with endogamy when they DNA test. Although those living in 
urban eastern seaboard areas tend to be more ethnically mixed as waves of immigrants 
settled these areas. The amount of interrelatedness among Americans varies. Even if 
someones ancestors lived in the same rural area for hundreds of year it doesn't mean they 
are highly genetically related to their neighbors. You might also see more recent immigrant 
groups, like the Italians, coming in and adding to the gene pool in rural areas. Many 
Scandinavians settled in the Midwest adding their own genes to the mix. Many of us on the 
West Coast of the US have Hispanic or Asian genes. This dilutes our Colonial American gene 
percentage. 


Most of my Colonial American ancestors were Scot-lrish and German. | can pinpoint exactly 
when they came to the US in the 1700's. As for some of the others it's possible some of 
these lines go back to the first settlement of Jamestown? Could | be mistaken and some of 
the segments I've named actually go back to another ancestor who settled early in 
Jamestown? Or even go back to an ancestor back in England? | would think the odds are low 
considering the odds of actually still having a measurable amount of DNA, from that 

far, which would be enough to signal a match. 


So why do we have so many matches piling up on one segment. Would sound like these are 
old SNP's that many people inherited and are common to certain ethnic population? Or 
maybe there are other reasons? Most all of my matches at AncestryDNA are from the same 
family group Roller/Zirkle/Roush. These families tended to marry close cousins because they 
lived in the isolated Shenandoah Valley, and I'm sure there were language, religious and 
cultural differences. This endogamy means that their descendants potentially have 

retained more of their DNA. My family never stayed in the same area for more than a 
generation or two. They didn't marry close cousins. Since we have inherited small amounts of 
DNA from our German ethnicity Roller/Zirkle/ Roush families we tend to match this family 
group more than any other group. We tend to get a match with one of those families once a 
week. We have 5 DNA Circles for these families. The likely reason for this is that our matches 
have ancestors who married cousins in this family group. Often | will see, for instance, Zirkle 
and Roush on their tree a couple times at the very least. These are our ancestors from 
around 250 years ago. We match so often because many of these families lived in the 
Shenandoah Valley for generations, and continue to live there, so these genes continue to 
cycle through the population. They have more DNA from these ancestors to potentially match 
with. 


Another reason for pileups is large numbers of descendants. In America families tended to be 
large before urbanization. The survival of children into adulthood tended higher than in 
Europe. American couples living in 19th Century America have large numbers of 
descendants living today. 


America was settled during the genealogical time frame so this should mean that 
triangulation is possible. All of these facts | mentioned mean you need to build your tree out 
as far as possible, and compare with as many cousins as possible. The odds of sharing the 
same segments with the descendants of the same ancestors may not be statistically high. 
Considering the number of descendants some ancestors left | think it is statistically 

possible. The major problem | have is the lack of records dating back to the 1600's in the 
Mid-Atlantic and Southern States. Otherwise | believe triangulation is useful and accurate if 
other parties have reasonably complete trees. Odds are reasonably good the segments don't 
go back to the 1600's. Plus, in my case, only 31% of my ancestry goes back to Colonial 
America. Much of that ancestry is already traced back to the immigrants. 


Could large proportions of the early population of American have shared recent ancestors 
because they came in a mass migration? | believe the early population of the Mid-Atlantic 
states and South was more varied? New England may have had a more homogeneous 
population coming from the same stock in England. 


I'm a believer in Triangulation. The more testers we have the more opportunities we will have 
to make connections through Triangulation. 


Without triangulation DNA testing will be useless for Americans with a high degrees of 
interrelatedness. How will they separate their lines? 
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Monday, January 4, 2016 


Trip To Nicaragua And DNA Cousin Match 


Mombacho Volcano as seen from Granada 


| was in Nicaragua from December 7th to the 12th site 
seeing, and researching at the archives in Granada, 
Nicaragua. It was a fabulous trip! | loved it there. 
Beautiful scenery, lush and green. Exotic animals, such 
as the loud howler monkeys | heard while touring a 
volcano. Warm weather. It was in the 90's during the day 
and the 70's at night. Beautiful Colonial adobe 
architecture in Granada. | stayed one night in Managua 
and 4 nights in Granada. My mother, Edna Forgey- 
Kapple, was born in Granada, Nicaragua to a Nicaraguan mother and a US Marine father. 


| had very little information about the Nicaraguan side of 


Pred i] it h tt 4 
my family. The only info | had came from my 8 

De RT 
grandmother Graciela Del Castillo's death certificate, | PE a a 
some information about the siblings of my grandmother, eae ace oa 
and a will she made which named a cousin. The will P) eh ose mean? 


didn't give the degree of cousin he was. | matched a 

great-granddaughter of this cousin, Francisco Alvarado 

Granizo, at AncestryDNA. Until the recent addition of the 

total cM numbers at AncestryDNA | didn't know how much DNA we shared with this cousin, 
because this cousin has not uploaded to GEDmatch. | share 24.7 cM's and 1 segment, and 
my mother shares 20 cM's on 1 segment. This shouldn't be. | think this reflects the problems 
with AncestryDNA's Timber filter. | don't place that much confidence in the cM numbers, 
which tends to be on average 7 cM's different than everyone else due to the Timber filter and 
phasing. According to AncestryDNA we are 4th to 6th cousins of Francisco Alvarado 
Granizo's Great-Granddaughter. | didn't know of any surnames shared in common? No 
Alvarados or Granizos that | Knew of. But my family history for my Nicaraguan family only 
went back to my great-grandparents and their children, and their children's spouses. 


| had no idea that my first day in Granada, Nicaragua was a National Holiday in Nicaragua. 
It's called La Purisima. It's the feast day of the Immaculate Conception. | guess I'm not that 
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good a Catholic because | had no idea. | couldn't do any 
research that day due to the fact the archives were 
closed for the holiday. | had a great day anyway though. | 
went on a Colonial Homes tour and attended part of the 
Immaculate Conception feast mass, which was followed 
by a several blocks long procession with the Statute of 
the Virgin which included music from a band. | agree with 
a Youtube comment "Mary is Nicaragua and Nicaragua is 
Mary. 


| had heard these celebrations can lead to a week long 

closures of government offices. | lucked out and the Municipal 
Archives opened the day after the Holiday. | was thrilled. It was 
very hot in the Archives room which didn't have any air 
conditioning. | melted. There is definitely some of my DNA on the 
records at the Archives because perspiration was dripping. They 
had double doors open which did bring in a breeze. The tropical 
plants outside the door looked nice, during my breaks | looked 
out at them. | was also serenaded by lovely piano and violin 
music from the next room. | recognized Yankee Doodle being 
played at one point. The Archives is located in a public cultural 


center. Ballet Folklorico was also danced outside in the 
courtyard. My Grandmother definitely danced there also, because this center was a theater 
when she lived in Granada. 


My extremely limited Spanish vocabulary meant 

communication with the archives staff was difficult. | 
printed my family tree and showed that to them. This did hp =hol 
help a great deal. | knew they had a couple Censuses for “ meres 


ohomy 


Granada from the 19th Century. | was able to explain | re oe 
wanted to look at these. | had no luck with the first Census | hae 


looked at which was falling apart and missing pages. One ofa ed 
of the archives staff members found my family on the 1882 aa 

; ; ; Nicasio's signature and personal 
Census for Granada. | had no idea that wives were listed fioubishhor tubrica 


with their maiden names. Like French Canadians, 

Nicaraguan women retained their maiden names. | was so excited when | found out my 
great-great grandmother's maiden name was Granizo. Now we have a common surname 
with the Great-Granddaughter of Francisco Alvarado Granizo. Based on this our relationship 
to Francisco Alvarado Granizo could be 2nd cousin 1x removed for my Mom, and a 2nd 
cousin 2x removed for me. Based on the shared DNA with his great-granddaughter this could 
be the case. If I'm calculating correctly his great-granddaughter could be a 3rd cousin 1 x 
removed to my mother. The 20 cM share would fit with this relationship range, with 3rd 
cousins 1 x removed sharing from about 11 cM's to about 100 cM's. | still have several 
brickwalls on my Nicaraguan line so this relationship is one possibility. Still I'm thrilled to 
finally have a common surname with this DNA match. 


| was also able to solve a mystery regarding my 
grandmother's father. Someone named the wrong 

Nicasio Del Castillo as her father. | was thinking that 
Nicasio, who was President in 1856, would have been 

way too old to have been her father. That was a correct 
assumption. From the 1882 Census | found out that there 
was a younger Nicasio Del Castillo who was only 16 in 1882. 
The correct age range to have been my grandmother's 
father. His father was Francisco Del Castillo. According to a 
niece of my grandmother the Nicasio who was her 
grandfather, and my Grandmother's father, was the son of a 
Francisco. The 1882, 16 year old, Nicasio's father was 
Francisco. Francisco was an attorney. My grandfather 
Nicasio was also an attorney. I'm so glad my mother told me 
her grandfather was an attorney because this profession 
seems to have been passed down in the family. According to 


Cense anual del Canton d 


Peat | aed me ee 


other documents I've found Nicasio, the President, was the father of Francisco and the 
grandfather of my Nicacio Del Castillo Granizo. The elder Nicasio is listed next to Francisco 
on the 1882 Census and was 66 years old then. According to other documents he probably 
died in 1884. 


My entire trip was a success. | was able to add 3 new ancestors to my family tree and 
another surname. My Nicaraguan line tree still looks sparse, but is quite good by Nicaraguan 
standards. Due to record losses family trees are generally short. I'm hoping to return to 
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Nicaragua in the near future with a Y DNA kit. Hope | can find a male Del Castillo to take the 
test. Y testing could take my Del Castillo tree back to 1600's Seville, Spain. 


farmer LJ 
browns ta CARMI 

Serrogorencra arrears 

' 


The Director of the Arts Center Dieter Stadler , who is 
Austrian, asked me if | came to Nicaragua solely to [seems eas... 
research in the Archives. Would | travel over 3,000 miles 
just to look at a couple of Censuses? Probably... | also 


wanted to see the place where my Mom was born. Visit 
the church she was baptized in. 


I'm praying for Nicaragua, as my mother did. When ever there was a disaster my Mom would 
say it hurt her because that was her country. Now | feel like it's my country too. Before my 
Mom passed away last August | told her | planned to visit the place where she was born. It's 
a beautiful country with friendly beautiful people. Tourism is helping this very poor country. I'm 
hoping to see continued progress when | return. 


Nicaragua 2015 


| have a PDF and paperback copy of the catalog 
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Wednesday, December 2, 2015 


23andMe Shared Matches A Week Later 


Still early as far as the introduction of the new open sharing feature at 23andMe. So far 7 
people are open sharing on my mother's match list, and 10 are open sharing with me. I'm 
hoping the open sharing numbers grow. Anyone interested in using 23andMe for genealogy 
should agree to open sharing. You do need to check a box in order to participate. You are not 
automatically included in open sharing. (See this blog to get instructions for participating in 
open sharing "How To Opt In") 

I'm hoping more people agree to open sharing? The wording for the opt in wouldn't 
encourage many people to share openly. 

"By selecting open sharing, it is possible there is the risk that other DNA Relatives or other 
users will be able to identify certain information about you, including specific genetic variants 
related to health." 

I'm not confident that many people will agree after reading this disclosure? 

Before the changes | had access to the exact location of over 1000 shared segments. Half of 
those contained a match name, and the other half were anonymous. The anonymous 
matches could also be helpful since they listed the origins of all grandparents. Many of the 
segment matches were substantial in size. Of those either open sharing, or just sharing with 
us, most share smaller amounts of DNA. | do like the fact 23andMe provides a chromosome 
browser. The lack of trees and cooperation of matches makes 23andMe more difficult to 
glean useful information from. 


Below is the now eliminated Countries of Origin information. You can see one match shares a 
71.6 cM segment and another a 63.4 cM segment etc. This was very useful information 
because many of these matches did not agree to accept my sharing invitation. Sadly this 
information is no longer available. | still think adoptees should test with 23andMe, since you 
can get some pretty close matches. The more distant matches I'm looking for are more 
difficult to confirm now. | wouldn't recommend this test to those looking for cousins past 2nd. 
The cost is too high for the limited information you're likely to get. 
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The fact AncestryDNA now provides some segment and total cM information does make this 
product more useful. Today | found a match on my Lambert line. When | looked at the 
segment information and total cM's | discovered | shared 7.6 cM's on two segments. This 
doesn't look like a very promising match. Since Ancestry is using the Timber filter further 
comparison at GEDmatch is needed to see if we actually share more DNA. | would 
recommend testing with AncestryDNA, but comparison at GEDmatch is often needed to 
confirm matches. 


Predicted relationship: Distant Cousins 
Possible range: 5th - 8th cousins { What does this mec 
Gum Confidence:Good @ 


Amount of Shared DNA 
l=) Add note 
7.6 centimorgans shared across 2 


DNA segments 


What does this mean? 


23andMe can make their test more useful for genealogists. Providing a good tree function at 
their site would be a step in the right direction. Right now AncestryDNA is the best place to 
test. 


Monday, November 23, 2015 


AncestryDNA takes a few steps forward/ 
23andMe steps backward and A Trip to 


Ni 
eg Predicted relationship: 4th Cousins 
Possible range: 4th - 6th cousins ( What does this mean? 
Ml Confidence: Extremely High Q 
Amount of Shared DNA 
=) Add note 
50 centimorgans shared across 5 
DNA segments 
5 tree 


AncestryDNA now provides some cM information 


Important steps forward for 
AncestryDNA. First Ancestry 
introduced shared matches then a itadeabes 
couple weeks ago they began 
allowing us to see exactly how much 


DNA Relatives 


DNA we share and how many 
segments we share. Valuable 
information to have in order to 
evaluate matches and make 


e200 | 


connections. The DNA information 
isn't easy to find unless you do some exploration of links on your matches' pages. This 
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information is shown when you click the "i" next to the confidence level. I've been able guess 
at some possible relationships using the shared match feature. Seeing the basis for matches 
looking at the shared DNA and number of shared segments has allowed me to evaluate the 


quality of my matches. 


| was quite disappointed when a 3rd cousin was predicted to be a 4th to 6th cousin a couple 
of weeks ago. | feel this is a bad call. According to Ancestry this person shares 50 cMs with 
me, which is in line with a 3rd cousin relationship. Glad | was able to see the shared cM's so | 
could dismiss the AncestryDNA prediction (sounds like someone at ISOGG on Facebook has 
a match sharing 6 cM's on 2 segments???). A second cousin's results came in a week ago 
and his relationship prediction was accurate. Looking at other matches | see that on average 
Ancestry is 7 cM's different than Family Tree DNA and GEDmatch. They can occasionally be 
as many as 20 cM's off. | think AncestryDNA should dump the Timber filter and use a more 
accurate filter. Sounds like more accurate filters process more slowly and are more costly? | 
would still like to see a chromosome browser. I'll lift my grade for AncestryDNA to a B. | would 
give it an A if they would provide a chromosome browser. 


23andMe is taking steps backward with their genetic 

genealogy product. The FDA is allowing them to provide Gy 

health related results again. The health product was the 

primary focus for 23andMe, and will be again. They are : —_ : 
completely revamping their DNA product. The very useful : 

"Countries Of Origin" tool is now gone. Without this tool 

23andMe is far less useful because most matches won't 

agree to share genomes. The price has increased from 

$99 to $199. | wouldn't recommend this test for that price. Without "Countries of Origin" you 
are unlikely to get very much information from matches. The health results aren't generally 
useful unless you have a clearly defined genetically inherited disease risk. Lowering my 
grade for 23andMe to C- overall. They do get an A for their ethnicity product, which is virtually 
the same. 


If you'd like to read more about the changes at 23andMe you can read this more in depth 
explanation at Kitty Cooper's Blog. | noticed | have double the number of matches (about 
1800) | had before, but most are anonymous. Also some of the physical characteristics 
reports were far off. My mother was predicted to have dark eyes. Her eyes were light hazel. 
My eyes are dark which is correct. 


Trip to Nicaragua: 
| plan on leaving for a genealogy research trip to Granada, Nicaragua on December 7 (if all 
goes according to plan). 


| have done some preliminary research. I've exchanged emails with an archive employee. He 
said that a staff member has found some information about my family. | have also learned 
about what is available at the archives from a distant cousin Alan (who is a DNA match). He 
has made a number of research trips to Nicaragua. He provided me with an index to the 
archive holdings. 


My primary research location will be "Archivo de la Prefectura de la Municipalidad de 
Granada, Macario Alvarez", which contains 1,653 bundles of documents. This archive 
contains important genealogy sources such as Censuses and Military records. Another good 
source for Nicaragua was explained to me by my distant cousin Alan i.e. "recursos de 
habilitaci6n are one of the more obviously genealogical series, they are coming of age 
documents usually the offspring of well to do families, in which they state that they are of 
legal age to enter into the administration of their patrimony and are x years of age, and their 
parents are x & x. | have not used this collection very much but it is specially useful for 
Granada families." 


| hope to find more about our cousin Francisco Alvarado Granizo, and more about my Great- 
Grandparents Nicasio Del Castillo and Elena Garcia. According to my Aunt Grace, the 
informant on my Grandmother Graciela's death certificate, her parents were Nicasio Del 
Castillo and Elena Garcia. My Mother knew her grandmother was Elena. She didn't know her 
maiden name, or her grandfather's name. | believe Aunt Grace was a good informant 
because she worked as a secretary for many years and was very organized when it came to 
keeping documents. My mother said her grandfather was a lawyer, which seems to suggest a 
relationship with Nicasio Del Castillo who left 28 years worth of legal books at the Granada 
Archives, which dated from 1857 to 1884. This Nicasio would seem to be too old to be my 
grandmother's father? Since the legal profession tended to be a family profession the elder 
Nicasio may have been my grandmother's grandfather? My grandmother was born in 1893. 
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The death certificate for my grandmother Graciela Del Castillo is the only document | 
have naming my great-grandparents. 


CERTIFICATE OF DEATH 


Trt seer SPT OF Vek aATE meY mL cr WHER. Wekemnente 3). BUC St PFE 
eo A 


Septesber 10,109 
ay 


CSRS ae ae EE er EE 
Blete Carcia - 9 mee 
] i comes pa avews emety Bo Nie & MERVER SHOUN o> wel tere 


i» = 
Caltforsia™, 
Sa 


A few years ago | exchanged emails with a distant Del 
Castillo cousin. He was living in Central America at the time. 
He provided me with the names of the siblings of my 
grandmother Graciela. | found out her brother Alberto was 
entombed in a Mausoleum in Granada. | will try to locate his 
tomb. | was able to find the exact relationship of the cousin 
pictured right with the help of this Central American man who 
did some research for me. 


Most of Granada's 1856 and before government records I 
were destroyed in that years due to an American William 
Walker taking over the presidency of Nicaragua, and the 


violence of that take over. I'm hoping to search an 1859 Ne NNN OPewsoty 
Census and an 1882 Census. Since | need more information ta oe Spot head 
regarding the identity of my Great-Grandparents the fact that Weryvad _ atu eenad, 
earlier records are missing will not affect my initial research. Rag Wrong. 

In order to trace my family farther back marriage records ‘ Madan ity. AX. ah, 
called "expediente matrimonial" will need to have to Proks - | 
have survived at the Catholic Cathedral diocese archives. Red No G. moana rs Q. 


It will be interesting to see where my Grandparents and | 

mother lived. My Grandfather Charles Forgey was born in 

Indiana. Ran away from home at age 17, joined the Marines in 1916 and was sent to 
Nicaragua. He married my Nicaragua native grandmother Graciela Del Castillo in 1919. My 
mother Edna was born in 1921. The family left Nicaragua in 1925 and settled in California. 
I'm a little apprehensive about traveling to a "Third World" country. I've gotten hepatitis and 
Typhoid vaccinations in preparation. Hoping all goes smoothly? 
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Tuesday, October 20, 2015 


The DNA Detectives Series 


| noticed Kelly Wheaton's post (Facebook ISOGG) about "The DNA Detectives" a New 
Zealand based, genetic genealogy themed, TV show. Great idea for a show! Hopefully it will 
inspire more people to test. | have a few New Zealand and Australian matches; mostly based 
on my Irish ancestry. 

You can watch the show here (see bottom of page) or at this link 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvFAyWoYpaY 


The shows host is a little quirky. His animated gestures are funny, like pretending to blow a 
train whistle at one point, and making a train sound effect. The set in the studio is retro 
themed, and the host slams a button to display the DNA results. Two celebrity guests were 
featured, Jack Tame and Ray McVinnie, in this 44 minute show. After an initial ethnicity test 
reveal, in the studio, the guests travel around the world in search of DNA cousins. 


| enjoyed the show. | thought the first guest's, Jack 
Tame's, initial trip to New York was a let down, and 

| wasn't sure if the rest of the show would be similar 
(don't know why a painting couldn't be briefly unpacked 
and shown to him?). After the initial New York fail the rest 
of the show became increasingly interesting. | found the South Asian segments 
Elvis connection to the second guest, Ray McVinnie, a 


little bit of a stretch. This guest was related to a family in Oklahoma, who in turn were 5th 
cousins to Elvis. Not a very close tie to Elvis. The fact the family was related to the judge who 
overturned the Rosa Parks ruling, ending segregation in the south, was more interesting to 
me. One of the women explaining the family history to McVinnie misspoke, saying he is 
related to the Federal Judge Frank Thomas, actually his name was Frank Johnson (it's easy 
to see how someone can misspeak leading to later confusion when seeking to find more 
info). 


Kelly Wheaton's segments were interesting because they included more historical 
information, and actually showed the basis for one of the ethnicity percentages. Kelly had 
researched Tame's line. She found a surgeon, from Scotland, who immigrated to India in the 
17th century. He married a native of India, which is where the 1.4% South Asian comes from. 
When Kelly showed him the large South Asian share from the 23andMe's 

ethnicity chromosome browser it really brought that fact home to him. He was blown away 
when he saw that. He had heard about some possible South Asian, but actually seeing the 
segment made it real. Kelly Wheaton is related to Tame, according to DNA test results, but 
she was not able to find the common ancestors. These distant cousins did share a 
resemblance as they noted. 


The segment in Jamaica was very interesting also. This took McVinnie to Jamaica in search 
of the African ancestor who contributed the 2.2% African admixture. He met up with some 
distant cousins who showed him their family tree. Even though the guest wasn't aware of any 
connection with Jamaica he shared DNA and surnames in common, which established a 
definite relationship. The African ancestor was identified, and it sounds like he lived in the 
18th century. He didn't expect his trace of Jewish ancestry to also stem from Jamaica, but it 
did. Portuguese Jews fled to Jamaica during the inquisition and other times of persecution. 
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The final segment featured someone only identified as 
James. This man designs software to help adoptees find 
relatives. He is an expert at hacking into computer 
systems. He doesn't hack illegally, he does it as a career to 
help companies find holes in their security. Great to have 
someone as skilled as he is helping adoptees! 


Some educational information coming out of this show: 


1. Guest Tame's grandmother already knew some of 
the information which he discovered on his New York 
trip. This is something that always comes up on these kinds of shows. Relatives will 
later tell guests they already knew something. Many relatives never share stories 
unless asked. 

2. Small 1 and 2 percent DNA shares can go back to the 18th Century. The host said 
these small shares can go back 200 to 300 years, and are not ancient. Likely 
correct The featured guests had small ethnicity segments of from 0.40% to 2.2% and 
these shares went back to the 18th Century. 

3. Guest two, McVinnie, would seem to have more Italian ethnicity than showed up in his 
ethnicity results. Southern European is not as well defined as Northern European when 
it come to these tests. Probably because most testers are of Northern European 
heritage. 

4. Always assume information passed down through generations could be wrong until 
you can find actual documentary evidence to support it. As a misspeak by one guest 
demonstrates. 


This is a fun show and | hope we see something like this in the US. 


Monday, October 12, 2015 


Has Our Mozabite Gone To DNALand? 
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I've been trying out the Beta version of 
DNA Land and, a new site devoted to 
scientific genetic research. It also 
provides some of the same features 
as the DNA testing companies; such 
as ethnicity results and matching for 
those upload their raw data file. 
Sounds like a very worthwhile project to contribute to. | encourage everyone (especially 
AncestryDNA customers) to contribute their raw data. Register and upload here 
https://dna.land/ Full instructions on how to get your raw data, and how to upload it are 


provided after you register. It's free to use. 


When | got my initial results back | thought the Ashkenazi on my father's side had finally been 
recognized. My Ashkenazi came out to be 17%. After uploading my mother's raw data | 
discovered that she tested as 18% Ashkenazi/Levantine. A cousin thought that this result 
might reflect our shared German line. Looking at our family tree our German line represents 
a small fraction of our ancestry. | don't see it adding up to very much percentage wise. Plus 
most cousins in this line aren't testing Ashkenazi. At 23andMe my Mom and | have less than 
1% Ashkenazi. None of the other companies found any Ashkenazi for either of us (except 
AncestryDNA did find a trace amount for me only). 


For background | should say my maternal Grandmother Graciela Del Castillo was 
Nicaraguan, and my maternal Grandfather Charles Forgey was primarily Scots-lrish with 
some German. 23andMe found that trace of Ashkenazi, which it placed on my Grandmother 
Graciela's side after, in my Mother's results, after phasing. | believe all of the Middle East and 
Ashkenazi results are from my maternal Grandmother, since these results don't show up in 
Forgey cousin admixture. 


| remember back when my Mom and | 
first tested with Family Tree DNA we 
had high percentages of Middle 
Eastern. In my Mom's case it was said 
to be Mozabite. It's interesting that her 
Middle Eastern percentage (from 2013 
FTDNA) matched her 
Ashkenazi/Levantine at DNA 

Land percentage exactly, at 

18%. Family Tree DNA has changed 
that result to 8%. With 6% Asia minor Original Family Tree DNA result Mom 


Europe (Mester European yeh , Middie Eant (North Afric 
ean Sacre (een Carpet), quay Ne aioe 


(quite ancient ancestry probably?) and 

2% North African. The 6% Asia Minor probably accounts for some of the 

18% Ashkenazi/Levantine. | believe the change in our results at Family Tree DNA is due to 
the fact they separated out the Mediterranean from the Middle Eastern. Sea travel in the 
Mediterranean resulted in a great deal of mixing of peoples along the coastline. Also my 
Spanish ancestors likely lived in the Arabian occupied area of Spain. Spain also had a large 
Jewish population, which may account for a portion of the results? The Ashkenazi/Levantine 
results for my Mom and | would not trace to Eastern and Central Europe as shown on the 
map provided by DNA Land. They are probably tracing back to the Middle East and Asia 
Minor; farther back in time. | think that Family Tree DNA's 8 percent Middle Eastern is close 
to correct. 


Since DNA Land is in early Beta the g COMA KAPPLE 
percentages might change? | have a z 
feeling Mediterranean roots are - fat 


difficult to untangle, and are mixed a — 
with North African and Middle Eastern. Sax a 
' ad oe 
Our Mediterranean percentages are —— 
all over the place. :, : - a. = 


Looking at my Mom's Native American 
percentage prediction at DNA Land it looks correct. Native American is much easier 
to distinguish than some other admixtures. 


I'm hoping DNA Land will provide information regarding the populations they are using to 
come up with the percentages? That would be helpful. 


PS Spent the day at the beach yesterday. Got sunburned. I'm a little zonked out today. Hope 
this makes sense? 
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Friday, October 9, 2015 


Using Segment Data In Evidence Citation 
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Yesterday the need for segment information was discussed at the Facebook ISOGG 

group, and also brought up by a Kapple DNA match. Many people say triangulation isn't 
working for them so the fact Ancestry doesn't provide segment information doesn't affect 
them. Since we all can agree that we can't accept undocumented facts and add them to our 
trees without substantiation, we should also agree we can't accept a DNA match without the 
segment information to provide evidence that we really do match, and where on the 
chromosome we share DNA. This is a form of citation and documentation. | appreciate 
Ancestry for the hints their DNA product provides, and the resulting collaboration. 
Occasionally | have been able to persuade matches to upload to GEDmatch from Ancestry. 
Ancestry isn't required to provide this information. If, and when, they do it will have to be 
done through permission from both parties agreeing to share segment info. This isn't an ideal 
situation, but more people would agree to share if they could just click a button and do it. I've 
had problems downloading the raw data file at times. This feature is sometimes down. It 
would be so much easier if you could just share the segment info at Ancestry. Ancestry isn't a 
strictly DNA company. As many have said most users wouldn't know what to do with the 
segment information if they had. This may be true now, but | believe many will have their 
curiosity piqued and eventually would use this information. 


Thinking further about the importance of segment information as supporting evidence | feel | 
need to add the exact segment information to the ancestors the segments likely correspond 
with. | will add the AncestryDNA info to my genealogy software too, but I can only say 

that Ancestry predicts such and such relationship, but no supporting chromosome information 
is available. Saying "Ancestry says" isn't the best supporting evidence, unfortunately. 


I've decided to add the segment information to notes. | noticed you can add Y and MtDNA 
information at Rootsmagic. | don't see a way to add segment info? | don't have the most 
recent version of the software. Maybe more recent versions have more options for adding 
DNA info? Somehow all of this DNA information needs to be integrated with the rest of my 
evidence. 


We need substantive information from DNA testing companies in order to get the most out of 
our tests. We need substance so we can more confidently collaborate with our matches. We 
need segment information if we want to use DNA testing results as serious supportive 
evidence. 
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—— | More Create Blog Sign In 


AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 
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How Phasing At 23andMe Improved My 
Results 
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Blogiversary 
Spotlight: Carolina 
Girl Genealogy 

4 weeks ago 


My Mother's results were phased with mine a couple of weeks after her initial results came in. Arlene Eakle's 
Tennessee Blog 

My unphased results seemed to suggest my father had some Native American admixture. Tne DAS, ne 

: . . . . ; WPA, and your 
After phasing practically all of my Native America shifted to my maternal side. It does look Genealogy 
like around 1% still remains with my paternal line. I've been trying to establish whether my 3 years ago 
father did have a Native American ancestor? It's possible we descend from the Half King 
Tanacharison? Probably impossible to prove or disprove a connection from 17th century 
Pennsylvania? Followers 


Followers (115) Next 
| Bee 
= 
——— Roe 
| BED 
paternal side. | believe this Sete mn 
percentage also includes my ssinihlceciliiiinchitsae ———— 


Burgenland, Austria ancestry. My é iin ote 


Eastern European increased from Serine tas E ee /M 


1.7% to 4.8% for my paternal line. The Pre phasing 


higher percentage is correct because P| 


my paternal Grandfather was Eastern European. | always thought that my paternal 


| am part French Canadian and have 
had a number of matches from that 
line. It was interesting to see 
French/German percentages increase 
after phasing. | was 5.6% 
French/German before phasing. Now 
I'm 12.1%. This is through my 


Grandfather was substantially Ashkenazi, but | see no evidence of that in our DNA results? 

Oddly I'm finding some Ashkenazi on my mother's side? I'm now showing a trace of 

Ashkenazi through my mother's line. | didn't have any before phasing. Favorite Links 

This is what my phased paternal results look like. Puen une 
Learn Genetic 
Genealogy 
Blog Archive 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/2015/09/how-phasing-at-23andme-improved-my.html 1/3 


3/28/24, 2:30 PM 


AK'S Genealogy Research: How Phasing At 23andMe Improved My Results 


00% From Father 


@ feortnern furopean 
®@ Grésh 6 ine 
a Prency & Corner 


5B Eastern Coro 
® Southern European 
@ tbenan 
@ tina 
Father 


Broadly European 


= O9% East Asien & Native Americar 
@ Native American 
@ tast Asa 
Yaomu 


Bivadh East Asmar 


ra) O2% Miidte Eastern & Norlh Aftican 
@ horn Aticen 
Grouchy hide casiern & Nom 
OS% Unassagned 


100% Annette Kappie 


eruadly Norio European 


Broadly Sowlhern Evivpran 


Broatt East Asan & Naive Amencin 


Atr 


My maternal phased line improved also after phasing. My mother was half Nicaraguan on her 
Mother's side, and mostly Scots-Irish and German on her father's side. The other DNA 
testing companies failed to find much Iberian admixture in our results. Our results at 
23andMe, post phasing, show substantial Iberian admixture. | was 6% Iberian before 


phasing, and now | am 16% after phasing. 
Here is my ethnicity prediction for my Maternal line. 


Mother 


Phasing against my mother improved the accuracy of our results. Instead of ethnicity being 
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assigned to broad categories the results became more specific. 


I'm also happy with the fact my matches have an M if they also match my mother. 
Testing both parents. or a parent, if possible is very helpful. It's especially useful at 23andMe. 
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1 comment: 


Unknown said... 


could you post a picture of the normal view, not the split view after the phasing. 


October 3, 2016 at 4:37 PM 
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Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Sunday, September 13, 2015 


Final 23andMe Results Come In Before 


Mother's Passing 


My mother Edna Forgey-Kapple died on August 24, 2015. 
She had been bedridden for a couple years. Her quality of 
life was poor, so her passing was a blessing. She tested with 
23andMe about a month before she passed away. | wasn't 
sure if she would pass their test considering her declining 
health condition, but she did. 


The initial result was the Neanderthal percentage. My Mom 
had a higher percentage of Neanderthal. She had 3.3 and | 
have 3.1. 


The next result to show up was the ethnicity predictions. 
The initial predictions didn't seem accurate, when looking 
at the unphased chromosome view. This was very apparent 
when looking at the X chromosome. As you can see in 


You have an estimated 
Neanderthal DNA, which puts you he 
GD pe among all 23andMe 
members 
3.3% 
{ 
a 
states 7 
——— 


Unphased X Mom Orange Native 
American Blue European 


the image, above left, the unphased side representing my Grandfather, who was 


primarily Scots-lrish and German, was given some Native American. | have not found any 
Native American ancestors in his line. After our results were phased all of the Native 


American was moved to the side representing my maternal Great-Grandmother who 
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was Nicaraguan. This seems correct. OO —————— Followers (113) Next 
= == - 
My own results were also corrected. Be | 
: . EDNA KAPPLE's Ancestry Composition resulls ware updated on August 26, 2015 
The Native American on my paternal Results reflect phasing against one child = 


X is now on my maternal side, which 2 
= | 


makes more sense. Our Iberian and 


Southern European percentage also increased m 94 n pea aR 6. 
cia m ad 


substantially after phasing. This makes sense a 


considering our Hispanic/Nicaraguan roots. According to os , ona . 


AncestryDNA our Southern European is mainly Italian? 


This doesn't really make sense considering our Hispanic EE re 


heritage. | know the ethnicity results aren't conclusive 
proof of anything, but | do feel like 23andMe's phased results are closest to correct. 


Phasing has left a trace amount of possible Native American on both my father's side, and P| Ey ea 
maternal grandfather's side. | do see possible Native American on my father's side, but none Eallow 
on my maternal grandfather's side. 


Looking at the phasing that 23andMe did for ethnicity | have to say they were right on the Favorite Links 


mark when it came to separating out my mother's parents’ ethnicities. 
Burgenland Bunch 


The ethnicity predictions also look good when comparing my Mom's two nieces and nephew. Learn Genetic 


G I 
It's especially apparent when comparing on the X. enealogy 
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a. eee 
It appears that my Mom, her Nieces, and Nephew inherited quite a bit of common DNA on View my complete 
the X. Niece 1 shares DNA along the entire X with my Mom. This is because she inherited profile 
nearly her entire X chromosome from her maternal grandfather. Since her mother was my 
Mom's sister, this could occur. Sisters inherit identical paternal X chromosomes, which is why fe 
Feedjit 


Niece 1 shares DNA on the entire X. 


Another conclusion we can draw is that the Nieces (sisters) share European DNA from their 
maternal Grandfather at the start of their maternal X. This is because this portion of my 
Mom's maternal X is Native American, and her paternal X at this position is European. It also 
supports the fact Niece 1 inherited almost her entire X from her grandfather. 


The final results to come in were the match 


results. | found some close matches. | Your Extended DNA Family 
have been able to get the segment Guess what? If you have a large piece of 
information for most of her close matches. identical DNA in common with someone, 


then you're related. You have EB DNA 
relatives in 23andMe. Explore their info 
to learn more about your own ancestry. 


Hoping the segment information may 
eventually prove helpful in breaking down 
some brick walls. I'm so glad | tested my 
Mom with 23andMe. She definitely lives 


on, along with all of our departed relatives, Close 2nd&3rd 4th Distant 
; Family Cousins Cousins Cousins 
as can be seen in our common DNA. 


4 35 831 44 


Sunday, August 2, 2015 


Using Public Matches From 23andMe To 
Map Segments 


After receiving my 23andMe results | noticed some of my matches were listed as public. | 
assumed this meant | could see our matching segments without asking? | was wondering 
where their information was located? | didn't see it in Family Inheritance Advanced. After 
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my Countries of Ancestry = 


information became available, a . 
couple weeks after | received my 4 mar lf iN 
results, | noticed you could download - idle = 

a spreadsheet with your matches’ eEEEEeee 


segment information. This information 

seems to be from public matches? 

Some of those listed on the 

spreadsheet are listed by first and last name. Others are anonymous. Those listed with 
names, and those who are anonymous, all have some information about their family's 
countries of origin. So the info can be useful even if there are no names attached. You can 
get an idea of ethnic origins of the segments. | found that | could use the chromosome start 
and end points at Kitty's DNA Mapper, and Genome Mate, if | added 5 zeros; plus removed 
the decimal point. | just added the information to my Family Tree DNA CSV spreadsheet. 
Then uploaded the CSV spreadsheet to Kitty's DNA Mapper 


E F ' 
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This info is especially helpful if they list a place of origin other than the United States, or any 
other country with a large immigrant population. Finding Irish and Nicaraguan matches has 
been helpful. | was able to make a segment map using Nicaraguan matches' 

segment data, from Family Tree DNA and 23andMe. Now I'm able to see where I've inherited 
DNA from my maternal grandmother. 


It's a very handy feature when you've found a common surname also. | found a Browning 


match who hadn't got in contact with me, on the list. Nice you can access this information 
even if someone won't agree to genome sharing. 
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Nicaraguan Segment Map 


Saturday, July 18, 2015 


Looking At Ethnicity And Inheritance On 
The X Chromosome 


The chromosome view at 23andMe's Ancestry Composition is very interesting. It's especially 
interesting if you have an ethnically mixed background. It's difficult to separate the various 
European ethnic groups. If you're 100% European it isn't as useful. If you're wondering 
whether you have Jewish, Native American, African, Asian, etc. ancestry it is very helpful. 


In my case my Grandmother was from Nicaragua, a place with a great deal of ethnic mixing. 
Most Nicaraguans are either more than half European, Native American, or African. | believe 
my Grandmother was a little more than half European. She was probably around a quarter 
Native American, based on my Mom's DNA results at AncestryDNA. I've been finding the X 
data at 23andMe to be informative regarding the ethnic mix on our maternal grandmother's 
side. I'm also beginning to understand the way the X recombines, or doesn't. Sounds like the 
X is more resistant to recombining than the other chromosomes. So it's possible that an 
unrecombined X could be passed on, as may be the case with a male cousin, and myself. | 
looked at the X sharing chromosome inheritance charts. | assumed that | could have 
inherited X DNA from most of the close lines. Looking at my X DNA|I see that | didn't inherit 
DNA on the X from all close ancestors who could have contributed to my X. Instead | 
received a majority of the DNA on my X from my maternal Great-Grandmother and Great- 
Grandfather, based on the Native American, very little if any from anyone else. At least I'm 
unaware of my Maternal Grandfather having any Native American blood? | plan on testing my 
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Mom to get a better idea of exactly who contributed the most to 


my X. If my chromosome is completely Native American and . on CORY 
Southern European | may have gotten an entire X @ French 8 Genmat 
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My X chromosomes. Orange is Native American, Purple African, Blue European. 


However, looking at maternal cousins results the Southern European may be Northern 
European? In that case | probably did inherit some X DNA from my Maternal Grandfather. 
My brother and sister cousins also share segments on in my European region on the X. 
However one of my female cousin's shared regions is identified as Northern European while 
the same segment is Southern European according to her brother and a sister's results. The 
cousins with the Native American and Southern European results look more like my own, 
overall. You can see from the last X chart that brother and younger sister share half identical 
DNA across nearly the entire X chromosome (as shown by the green bar). 


Orange is Native American, Purple African, Blue European. Brother and younger and sister 


His results and the younger sisters results are starkly different than their oldest sister whose 
maternal and paternal X is practically completely Northern European. Unless some of her 
Northern European is actually Southern? It's 3 to 1 that our shared European DNA is 
Southern European. 


x & 
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| noticed when | compared the female co 
American lined up very well, when comps Differences when comparing two sisters 
When | compared the two sisters I was s! You can see by green bar they share DNA across the X 
chromosome, but didn't share the same ethnicity predictions. | forgot that females received — 
identical X chromosomes from their father. Fathers pass on their one X chromosome, 


unchanged, to their daughters. It appears they match across the chromosome; but, in reality 
its combined DNA from different lines. An expert on the subject of the X chromosome 
inheritance, Dr. Kathy Johnson, advised using either GEDmatch or 23andMe's Family Traits 
chromosome browser to see the half identical and fully identical regions (see ISOGG Wiki for 
examples of half identical and fully identical segments shared by relatives on the X). The fully 
identical regions mean DNA is shared on both the Maternal and Paternal X. The sisters only 
share half identical regions with their bother because males have only one X and can't be 
fully identical with sisters. The first fully identical region is in a place where they don't match 
their brother (see blue chromosome below). The two sisters and brother share DNA where 
the sisters have their second fully identical segment. The half identical region for the two 
sisters, not shared by their brother comes from their father. We know this because this is a 
half identical region for the two sisters, which the brother doesn't share (remember the 
brother and younger sister do match there. So the older sister inherited more X DNA from her 
maternal grandfather who was Scots-lrish and German. The younger sister and brother 
inherited more X from their maternal grandmother who was Nicaraguan). Looking at half 
identical and fully identical regions is a great way to find out where siblings DNA is inherited 
from, since this is not shown in the advanced inheritance chromosome browser at 23andMe. 


a 


Here is a chart Dr. Kathy Johnson made for 
YF 


US. 


This is from Family Traits Browser at 23andMe 
Showing full identical dark Blue and half identical light blue 
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Cronsover posinans 27 117 143 


Chart shows my 2 female and one male cousins ethnicity results 
From Family Traits and the Ancestry Composition chromosome views 23andMe 


| have a few more distant cousins who match me on the X. One of them is also Nicaraguan 
and confirms that that region of the X is Nicaraguan. | have a couple matches on my father's 
side also. One is a 3rd cousin. Since fathers don't pass down their X to their sons we know 
this DNA doesn't come from our shared French Canadian line. 
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22 
xX [at i—F 


Right click on segment to see details pfdosen 


The X is very useful when you have a question involving the X lines of inheritance. My X DNA 
has confirmed what the other tests seem suggest regarding Nicaraguan marriage patterns. It 
looks like males with European direct Y lines often married either Native American or African 
females. Seems like it was more acceptable, and probably because of the smaller female 
European population, males often married outside their own ethnic group. European females 
didn't marry out of their own ethnic population as frequently as males. The European males 
were probably financially better, off making them more attractive marriage partners. 


I'm attempting to test my Mom with 23andMe. She is pene mela seis 
very advanced in age, and in failing health. Not sure if ea A AM Eoin 


her test will pass? Keeping my fingers crossed that the aaa a 


test will pass. It would be great to phase my results with 


hers. | could then get a better picture regarding the 


ethnicity on my maternal X. Curious to see if I've 

inherited any DNA from my maternal Grandfather or is it all from my Maternal Grandmother? 
| also see a small bit of Native American on the chromosome which represents my father. 
Looking at the X lines on my father's side | am unaware of any family tradition regarding 
Native American in those lines? Another question | would like to find an answer for? | mailed 
my Mom's kit in yesterday. I'm following its course through the mail using USPS tracking. 


Pedigree Chart 


Labels: e 


Sunday, July 5, 2015 
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How Do AncestryDNA cM Numbers 
Compare? 


With the mirrors to the other world at AncestryDNA finally cracking open a little some 
comparison between their results and those from Family Tree DNA, 23andMe, and 
GEDmatch can be made (if you've been watching the BBC series Strange and Norrell you'll 
understand that reference). 


| only counted segments 5 cMs and over when comparing. 


Starting the comparison with a double 5th cousin who has tested with all 3 companies: 

This cousin has results at the 3 major companies plus GEDmatch. In this case AncestryDNA 
seems to have removed the 9 cM segment on Chromosome 6. This same segment was 
removed from two other relatives of this match, also. From totals around 24 cMs with 
GEDmatch and the other two companies we go down to a total of 13.404 at AncestryDNA. 


0 DISTANT 99,778 13497 &8-jun-15 FALSE FALSE 


0 DISTANT F771 13.436 4-ful-15 TRUE FALSE 
0 DISTANT 99.771 13.437 12.Jun-15. TRUE FALSE 
O DISTANT. 99.767 13.399 4Jub15) TRUE TRUE 
0 DISTANT_ 99.767 13.404 21-Jun-15 TRUE TRUE 
0 DISTANT_ 99.766 13.393 L-Jul-15 FALSE FALSE 
0 DISTANT_ 599,756 13.31 4-ful-15 TRUE FALSE 
0 DISTANT 99,753 13.233 ste TRUE FALSE 


AncestryDNA total shared 13.399 cM Total 


:CHROMOSOME START LOCATIO END LOCATION CENTIMORGANS 


2 205789791 217970838 13.71 
6 102304711 110901810 9.7 
23.41 


Family Tree DNA 23.41 cM Total 


Chr Start Location End Location Centimorgans (cM) SNPs 
2 205,796,456 218,003,651 15.4 2,833 


6 102,109,049 111,399,325 9.8 2,082 


GEDmatch cM Total 25.2 


Start point End point Genetic distance # SNPs 
206000000 2718000000 144M 2464 
102000000 110000000 9.9cM 1636 


23andMe cM Total 24.3 


Moving on to this match who has tested with the 3 major companies: 

In this case AncestryDNA cut the cM total from 25 to 26 cM's to 6.748. This would mean, if 
Ancestry is right, this may not be a true cousin match. | haven't established a relationship in 
this, case so far. So they may be right in this case? 
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O DISTANT. 93.915 6.757 4-Jul-15 
O DISTANT. 93.904 6. 753. ##sss#eeHHHHHH 
O DISTANT 93.894 _—6.749 25-Jun-15 
O DISTANT. 93.89 6.748 29-Jun-15) 
O DISTANT. 93.887 6.747 5-Jun-15 
O DISTANT. 93.883 6.746 29-Jun-15 
ODISTANT. 93.875 6.743 1-Jul-15 
ODISTANT. 93.874 6.743 10-Jun-15 


oO mictra air at ars rman AD ft... 426 


AncestryDNA Total 6.748 


FCHROMOSOME START LOCATION END LOCATION CENTIMORGAN MATCHING SNPS 
e 9 4436307 18997561 25.27 5700 


Family Tree DNA Total 25.27 


Chromosome Start point End point Genetic distance # SNPs 
9 4000000 18000000 26.2 cM 4606 


JVUVUY 


23andMe Total 26.2 


Moving on to a 4th Cousin: 

The particular match is a known, confirmed, 4th cousin. AncestryDNA predicts he is a 5th to 
8th cousin. AncestryDNA totals are much smaller with only 6.748 total, while 23andMe says 
we share 32 cMs. | tend to believe the higher number. 


0 DISTANT 93.916 6.757 4-Jun-15 FALSE FALSE 
ODISTANT 93,915 6.757 4-Jui-15 FALSE FALSE 
OCISTANT 93.908 6.753 sone = TRUE FALSE 
0 DISTANT 33.894 6.749 25-Jun-15 FALSE FALSE 
0 DISTANT 93.89, 6.748.29-jun-15 TRUE TRUE 
ODISTANT 93.887 6.747 SJunti FALSE FALSE 
0 DISTANT 93.883 6.746 29-Jun-15. FALSE FALSE 
0 DISTANT_ 93.875 6,743 I-Jubi5 FALSE FALSE 
OCISTANT. 93.874 6.743 10-Jun-15 TRUE FALSE 
0 DISTANT 93.863 6.739 27-Jun-15 TRUE FALSE 


AncestryDNA 4th cousin match total 6.748 cMs 


Start point End point Genetic distance # SNPs 
132000000 136000000 91M 967 
54000000 62000000 23,16M 2327 


23andMe 4th cousin match total 32 cM's 


I've compared a couple more matches, which basically follow along these same lines. | 
haven't found any cM totals predicted to be closer than 8 cM's, when comparing with 
AncestryDNA. Some comparisons are 20 cMs different. I've made notes for all of the 
matches I've been able to identify at AncestryDNA. Looking at the totals for some of these 
matches I'm surprised at how low the cM totals are. | believe if we compared elsewhere the 
totals would be higher. | don't know about how the phasing and filtering is working for anyone 
else? It's not working well for me. | believe the best approach to matching is to provide 
testers with unphased, unfiltered matches who share a 7 cM segment or more, and with at 
least 700 SNPs. | don't feel the current matching system is helpful enough in eliminating bad 
matches, because there are many matches sharing cM totals under 7 (many sharing only 5 
cMs total). AncestryDNA's system also tends to remove some good matches. Losing good 
matches, and having close cousins downgraded, in order to eliminate a few bad matches 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2018-04-30T 15:31:00-07:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 10/22 


1/18/24, 11:03 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


isn't worth the trade off. 


Monday, June 29, 2015 


Keys To 23andMe Success 


You can see the additional info the 23++ extension adds 


My relative matches came in last Thursday at 23andMe. That was a week after the initial 
Neanderthal, haplogroup, and ethnicity results. So far I'm enjoying my experience. | love the 
chromosome browser with its ability to check to see if my matches actually match each other. 
You can also compare with non matches if you invite them and they accept your invitation. At 
23andMe you can't compare in the chromosome browser unless the other person accepts 
your invitation. So far I've had a good acceptance rate, considering | just started sending 
invitations a couple of days ago. | sent out at least a couple hundred invitations so far and 
around 25 people have accepted genome sharing. 


| immediately found some matches I'm definitely related to. Three of my first cousins matched 
me of course. One of them shared a higher percentage of DNA than the average for a irst 
cousin. She shared 18%. She was predicted to be my aunt instead of cousin because of that. 
| found a 3rd cousin right away also. | already knew her, so it wasn't a surprise. 23andMe 
predicted her to be a 2nd cousin because she also shares more DNA with me than the 
average 3rd cousin. She shares 171 cM and 6 segments. | discovered 4 cousins just looking 
at posted trees. 


Moving on from the easy cousin finds | began trying to 
triangulate using the chromosome browser to compare _—~ 
those who accepted my invitations so far. | did find 

triangulation between my cousins, and I, and a woman i = 
who also has Tennessee ancestry. | discovered she also 

matched an Andrew Forgey and Anna Roller descendant. 

We have not found the common ancestral line yet. | don't 

think her tree is out that far? 


Keys to success at 23andMe 


Forgey Roller? On Chr 20 
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1. Other close relatives need to test with them. I've pune 7am Cea cna 


found it's so helpful that my 1rst cousins have 
tested with them. It's helping me to determine 


itithil 


which side of the family matches match on. | don't 2 = 
think | would have much success without close 


hihi 


relatives testing. 


2. The 23++ Chrome browser extension_is helping - = 


me so much. It's a must have for me. 23andMe SS 

matches would be difficult for me to evaluate 

without the extension. The extension provides you with cM totals. I'm used to 
evaluating matches based on cM's rather than percentages, plus most everyone 
outside of 23andMe uses cM's as a measurement. This extension also highlights 
matches you've invited marking those who have accepted with a green box, and those 
who have not with a tan box (see top of page). 

3. Downloading and comparing matches. Since you can only compare 5 matches ata 
time at 23andMe it's good to download matches to excel compare there; or better yet 
compare with all of your matches from every company at Genome Mate, or create a 
segment map using Kitty's segment mapper. 


The note system they have at 23andMe isn't as easy to use as at Family Tree DNA and 
AncestryDNA. | would like to see a better note keeping tool, which highlights where the notes 
are. 


23andMe, like Family Tree DNA, doesn't have anything like Circles. The only way to find 
matches in common is to share genomes. The difference between the Circles and using a 
chromosome browser is you can actually prove a relationship with matches by comparing 
segments. Circles provide hints to possible relationships only, and these hints need to be 
verified. 


I'm thrilled to be building up a catalog of segments using 23andMe. | appreciate the fact they 
provide that tool. 


Sunday, June 21, 2015 


Happy Father's Day! And 23andMe 
Admixture Results 


Roberta Estes featured her Y DNA line in her Father's Day tribute post "Father’s Day — 
Tracking the Y DNA Line." These men represent my Y DNA lines. 


j-M172 


Y-DNA Haplogroup 
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j 


My Father Robert John Kapple born in Chicago 


My father Robert John Kapple and his father Rudolph Christian Kapple represent the 
YDNA haplo group J-M172. This reflects an Eastern European origin. Rudolph Kapple was 
born in Southern Burgenland, Austria. 


Paternal Great Grandfather Rudolph Christian Kapple born in Burgenland, Austria 


I-L126 


Y-DNA Haplogroup 
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My Maternal Grandfather Charles Lynn Forgey born in Jackson County, Indiana 


My Grandfather and his male ancestors were Y I-126 Haplo. This line has Scottish roots. 


Great-Grandfather William Wray Forgey born in Jackson County, Indiana 


Great-Great Grandfather Hugh Forgey probably born in Scott County, Virginia 


23andMe Ethnicity results- 


| received my preliminary 23andMe results this week. | found out I'm 3.1% Neanderthal. I've 
been reviewing my ethnicity results. | found that 23andMe slipped up on the Eastern 
European estimate. They only estimated me to be 1.70% Eastern European, which | believe 
is too low. My Aunt on my father's side is 29% Eastern European according to her myOrigins 
results. My Grandfather Kapple was born in Eastern Europe. Both AncestryDNA and 
myOrigins estimated I'm around 7% Eastern European. | believe even that estimate is low. 
Perhaps the 11% Broadly European may represent Eastern Europe? | was happy to see 
some French and German admix included in 23andMe's estimates. | believe their estimate 
should probably be higher also. | believe they also underestimated the Middle Eastern admix. 
My original Family Finder ethnicity results stated | was 10% Middle Eastern. They cut that 
estimate in half now. When my Broadly Southern European is added to my Iberian result it 
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comes out to nearly 14%, similar to AncestryDNA. This would represent my Grandmother 
Graciela Del Castillo's family. It's fairly close to the 12% AncestryDNA predicted. The 3% from 
myOrigins is definitely too low. MyOrigins agrees with 23andMe giving me an overall 91% 
European. MyOrigins and 23andMe also agree that my British Isles admix is around 29%, 
which | believe is closer to correct than AncestryDNA. 
AncestryDNA's ethnicity results are very good. They do, however, give a wide range of 
possibilities for each result. MyOrigins gets some regions correct, but misses large chunks of 
my admix. 23andMe throws a good percentage of my DNA into "broad European" categories. 
They won't breakdown the regions to the degree AncestryDNA does. 
I'm currently waiting for my match results at 23andMe. I'm hoping some 2nd Cousins show 
up. | have no 2nd Cousins at Family Tree DNA or AncestryDNA. That cousin level could 
prove useful in order to separate the segments of DNA share with more distant cousins. 


ee oe 


a inca 
irish British 29.50% 


a a 


ee 27.90% 
‘Broadly Eur n 11% 
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BH 907% Euppean 
@ Northem European 
BB Sntish & tnsh 
W French & Germar 
a scandinavian 


Annette Kapple 


Broadly Nochem Europear 
a Southem European 
@ tbenan 
@ Beka 
Broad Southem European 
i Eavien European 


Broadly European 


ra 67% East Asan & Native Amencan 


@ Native Amencar 
ae 


Binady East Aman 


5roadly East Asan & Native Amencan 
a 13% Sub-Saharan Afican 
B Vrest Aftcar 


@ Ceatw & South Afecar 


Broadty Sub-Saharan Afncan 


Arvntic Kanpie’s Ancestry Composibon results were uncisted on June 20. 2015 | 0.3% Middic Eastem & Noch Afncan 


@ Nocth Atican 


5roady Mekiie Eastern & Noch Atncan 
@ <0.1% South Asian 
09% nasskgned 


100% Anmetie Kapple 


Saturday, June 13, 2015 


SCGS Jamboree 2015 and Global Family 
Reunion 


Just Genealogy in Second Life (an Official site for Global Family Reunion) had presentations in support of Global 
Family Reunion, and raised money for Alzheimer's 


| listened to the Livestream from SCGS's Jamboree, and the Global Family Reunion last 
weekend. Both events provided interesting information and entertainment. The Global Family 
reunion was outstanding. Very entertaining. Some great comedy between presentations. 
They got a jab in at Ancestry. One comedian said it seems like every ancestor, for example, 
is a whaling captain according to Ancestry's commercials. But someone had to steal the 
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horses too? 


Prof. Gates announced he is helping to create a curriculum using DNA testing for middle 
school students. 


You can watch recorded videos from Global Family Reunion here: Free Videos 
http://livestream.com/GlobalFamilyReunion 


Video from Jamboree Livestream Free: http://livestream.com/wabllive1 


Audio Jamboree Pay $11 per session: 
http://www.myconferenceresource.com/products/44-02-scgs-dna-jamboree- 
conference-2015.aspx 


Some of the sessions | listened to and my thoughts about them. 


Ross Curtis, PhD Ancestry DNA- The Latest Innovations in DNA Technology and 
Science and What They Mean for You 

This session contained some interesting info. A study was done by Ancestry comparing the 
DNA of cousins to see how often small segments were shared. According to the presenter 
when you compare the DNA of 3 first cousins they will all share a small 5 cM segment 85% of 
the time. With 5 first cousins small segments were shared 40% of the time. When 

they compared 10 first cousins they didn't find that any of these shared the same 

small segment (must have been a different group?). In the case of the 3rd cousin level small 
5 cM segments are shared about 15% of the time (the other scientists in the study couldn't 
believe it was really as high as 15% of the time. This is the mentality we are dealing with at 
Ancestry). With 4th cousins it's practically zero percent who share the small segments. 


This scientist said you can't use segments of DNA to find a common ancestor? Actually that 
is what they are doing. They are using trees, plus shared DNA to form the Circles. He also 
said specific segments cannot bring people together? So what are the Ancestral Discoveries 
about? 


If | were there | would have asked more hard hitting questions than the audience did. Some 
of the softball questions regarded things like profile photos not displaying properly? The only 
possible hope of getting something out of Ancestry Circles would be if they added more 
features so we can analyze the quality of the matches. He didn't sound confident about 
providing any more information. | would at least like to know the size of the segments | share 
with someone, plus how many segments we share, at the very least. 


If we test every relative we meet we can strengthen the Circle matches (plus empty our 
pockets). Not interested. He also stated that when they create Circles each person is given a 
score based on the likelihood they share the Circle ancestor. They look at the information 
shared in common on the trees. They also look at how complete the trees are. If a person 
doesn't have a very complete tree, containing enough identifying information they won't likely 
have many, or any, Circles. One reason for this is that Ancestry has discovered something 
many of us have, we can share more than one family line with a match. When Ancestry's 
analysis finds more than one possible relationship to members of a Circle they can't place 
you in a Circle; no way to know which Ancestors you got the DNA from. If your tree is mostly 
empty they can't evaluate whether you could be related another way, so this could keep you 
out of Circles too. This is all complicated, and leaves many people out of the Circles. | would 
say the Circles | have are correct for me. The Ancestry Discoveries are all cousins, or in- 
laws. 


Listening to the Ancestry spokes holes is pretty aggravating. Of course the presenter, who 
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developed the Circles, has 73 Circles (he did say the fact he developed them has something 
to do with that). Some of his Circles are weak, so he is not certain if he is really related the 
way some of the Circles imply. The best way to confirm that is with traditional research, 
instead of testing more relatives. 


The way this Ancestry scientist was talking they don't believe anyone who tests 

with Ancestry is capable of understanding the science of genetics. At one point he said | hope 
| didn't lose you? Maybe I'm pretty stupid to have tested with them? He may be right. 

Thank god the photo issue is being worked on (he's a scientist so that's no his job, as he told 
the audience member). He also didn't know whether maintaining a subscription was required 
to Keep access to the DNA results (odd he didn't want to talk about the particulars of that). 
I've tested with 23andMe recently and hope to get better results over there. 


Kathy Johnston, MDC 

Adventures Around the World with X, Y, and Mitochondrial DNA 

This was an interesting presentation. I'm interested attempting to figure out family migrations 
using DNA also. She demonstrated that the X chromosome can be useful. 


Thomas W. Jones, PhD, CG, CGL, FASG, FUGA, FNGS 

Debunking Misleading Records 

Really made me think about the quality of my sources. We really have to consider whether 
documents we are basing conclusions are the best sources with the most accurate possible 
information. Also we need to consider whether a document may have been tampered with? 
Of course clerks were prone to mistakes, like all of us, so even official records contain wrong 
information. Informants providing information on documents often provide some wrong 
details.. All of this means you can't rely on any one document alone. 


Thomas W. Jones, PhD, CG, CGL, FASG, FUGA, FNGS 

Can A Complex Research Problem be Solved Solely Online? 

Fascinating case study was presented to demonstrate what can be done online. Cana 
complex problem be solved solely online? "Yes but..." 


Blaine T. Bettinger, PhD, JD and Paul Woodbury 

Genetic Genealogy and the Next Generation 

Interesting presentation. They presented research regarding testing trends. Trends reflect 
immigration patterns. Interesting they found nearly half of the young people who test for 
ethnicity find they are more interested in another aspect of their results. 


Lisa Louise Cooke 

Update: Google! Everything New that You Need to Know for Genealogy 

This was an interesting presentation. | learned Google Earth Pro is now Free. It has extra 
features which you can use to create tours of ancestral areas. Someone asked a question 
about operators used to narrow a search with Google search. They asked if phrases such as 
OR must be capitalized. The answer was yes. When | tried capitalizing using AND with 
search | got some different results than when | just used the +. | found a Nicaraguan library 
with a digital collection which should be helpful. 


Dr. Michael D. Lacopo 

Methods For Identifying the German Origins of American Immigrants 

Interesting presentation packed with information on how to find the Church and Civil 
boundaries of areas our German ancestors lived in. You can't find the records unless you 
know the jurisdictions. He also talked about reading the records, which look pretty difficult to 
decipher. But, like he explained, you get used to the handwriting style of the clerk and certain 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2018-04-30T 15:31 :00-07:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 18/22 


1/18/24, 11:03 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 
phrasing for birth, death , marriage, name, are repeated so you'll know exactly what is being 
referred to. | found, with the Austro Hungarian records, once | got used to the structure of the 
Church book entries | could understand what was being conveyed, even though | didn't know 
the language. 


Friday, May 22, 2015 


In Search Of...."Viking DNA" 


The pariahs of ancient Britain are now the beloved ancestors of modern descendants. Who 
would have predicted that during the invasions? 


Personally | wouldn't have my DNA tested to find so called "Viking DNA". When someone's 
DNA is tested it isn't like tiny Vikings are found swimming in their DNA and pronounced 
Viking . Some haplogroups and subclades are more common among the Scandinavians. 
Vikings did invade Britain mixing their DNA with the earlier migrants. It would appear that 
many I1 Haplogroup members in Britain likely did have this Haplogroup passed down to them 
through Vikings invasions. Another source of I1 would have been from the 
Anglo/Saxons,Jutes and Frisians, and of course later migrations. Historical research, 
archeology, and DNA can shed light on these different origins. 


The Viking DNA question came up in our Forgey DNA project. So far most of our 
Forgey/Forgy & Forgie testers have matched each other in our Y DNA project; and they are 
grouped together in the I2b haplogroup. Some R1b's surfaced and were found to be the 
result of line breaks due to the surname coming down a female line, instead of a male line. 
We have two testers, however, who don't match our other Forgey group members and don't 
match each other. They were expected to match each other, at the very least, because they 
are 5th cousins on paper. Looking at the paper trail for these two people we can't find the 
explanation for the break? According to a biography for one of their Forgy ancestors, Robert 
Forgy, was an Irish immigrant to America in the 18th Century. This corresponds with the rest 
of our other Forgey/Forgys, who arrived in America around the same time and were Scots- 
Irish. My theory is the name Forgey/Forgy & Forgie is a variant of Ferguson as stated ina 
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book written about Irish surnames, which was based on a government report on Irish 
surnames. Not all Fergusons are related, and throughout time there have been breaks in 
surname lines which could explain these two 5th cousins not matching the rest of us. So my 
questions are when did the break occur between these cousins, and does one of their lines 
go back to Ireland and the surname Ferguson? Did both of their lines have a break after this 
Robert Forgy arrived in America? 


One of the lines is our beloved "Viking haplo" 11 M253, or the haplogroup often attributed to 
the Vikings by testing companies. Looking at their match list about half a dozen of this 11 
Forgy's 42 matches, at 37 markers, are Scandinavian. This as opposed to our I2b 
haplogroup which is predominantly made up of Scottish and Scots-Irish matches with a 
couple Spanish matches, but no Scandinavians. I've been analyzing this persons |1 results 
over and over trying to figure out if this person's ancestors could indeed have been Scots- 
Irish, as stated in the 19th Century biography? Another possible explanation is a break 
occurred in this Forgy family in the Great Plains area where the family later migrated to in the 
19th Century from Pennsylvania? I've been wavering back and forth on that question. 


The Scandinavians are high up on this persons match list. In fact their closest match is 

a Norwegian man, who apparently still lives in Norway. This had led me to believe the break 
occurred on the Great Plains in the US. The myOrigins ethnicity prediction for this Forgy 
doesn't show any Scandinavian admixture. It shows 100% British Isles. The ethnicity 
predictions at Family Tree DNA are notoriously off, so the lack of Scandinavian admix may 
not mean much. Looking at this persons Family Finder results we find one match with a 
couple Scandinavian lines. This match shares a 32 cM segment. This person also has British 
Isles ancestry so it's hard to say where the 32 cM segment comes from? 


Here is an example of this Forgy's top matches from haplogroup | M253: 


« ma 
a et ; Peter H4kansson SNAR &. 1820 and d. 1865 LM253 12/2013 
¥Y-DNAI]T FF 


a8 HR Y-DNAST OFF bMZ33 VASA? 


, rt Viteal : vA d { M253 4 
= i 
eee Pel Svensson bt744 d 1795-02-40 M253 5/7/2014 


DNA 


<a ae Lars Olnésson, 1689 fat M253 13/872013 


This Forgy's 42 matches mostly consist of Scandinavian and British matches and one 
Slovakian match. This is a very unusual match makeup as compared to all of the other 
Scottish and Scots-lrish match results that have been shared with me. 


Here is the information from the Ancestral Origins list Family Tree DNA provides (comparing 
at 37 markers): 
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GENETIC DISTANCE -1 


Country Match Total Country Total Percentage Comments 
Sweder VW? 7 


Country Match Total Country Total Percentage Comments 
Engtared 4583 ee 
Firternd 5 2570 1% 


Scotia t 12447 ore 


Sweder < Vile v.1> 


Country Match Total Courttry Total Percentage Comments 


England 7 24553 


This can be contrasted with the results of another 11 Haplogroup member who has confirmed 
Scottish ancestry going back to the Middle Ages (comparison at 67 markers) No 
Scandinavians: 


GENETIC DISTANCE -3 


Country Match Total Country Total Percentage Comments 
United Kingdom t 4226 <0.1% 
Country Match Total Country Total Percentage Comments 
Ireland 8322 4 

! and 6886 if = 
United Kingdor 4226 ¥ 
Country Match Total Country Total Percentage Comments 
Northern Ireland 1 691 0.1% 
Scotland 6 6886 0.1% 
Country Match Total Country Total Percentage Comments 
England 1 1 4 
Ireland 

thern ireland 691 ¢ 

land 65865 * 


Since there are UK matches | can't dismiss the possibility that this Forgy's ancestors were 
Scots-Irish, as stated in Robert Forgy's biography. This could be his Haplogroup? The other 
descendant of Robert Forgy has numerous matches, because he is in the R1b Haplogroup. 
One of his surname matches suggests the possibility of a break in his line, and his surname 
coming down through a female line. So far the R1b Forgy hasn't taken the autosomal test, 
which could establish whether there was a break in both of these lines or just one? If they 
match on the autosomal it would suggest that the R1b tester's surname came down a female 
line. 


| believe we may be able to compare 2 fourth cousins from these separate branches of 
Robert Forgy's descendant lines? Hopefully that will answer some of our questions? 
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| am not sure if we are looking at ancient Scandinavian roots on the I1 Forgy's match list or 
something much closer? Do the results suggest Viking origins? I'm not expert enough to 
answer that question. Hopefully these mysteries can be answered at some point. 
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Cs More annettekapple@gmail.com Dashboard Sign Out 


AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 


direction. | also research Irish records. 
Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 
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The PT Barnum Affect: Y And mtDNA 
Testing? 
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. Mark Thomas' doesn't agree with such maps 


| listened to a presentation by the Population Geneticist Mark Thomas this past weekend. 
The presentation was from the "Who Do You Think You Are?" the live event, "Ancestry 
Testing Using DNA: the pros and cons." Prof. Thomas did bring up some great points 

about some of the unscrupulous practices being employed to sell test kits. | think it's great to 
educate the public regarding what can and can't confidently be established using DNA 
testing. 


| believe that fairly accurate information about the origins of Haplogroups is being presented 
by companies like Family Tree DNA. | think these predictions will just get better in the years 
to come. The Professor stated he felt the full sequence autosomal DNA test would provide 
more accurate information about the origins of our ancestors. He doesn't feel like the mtDNA 
or Y DNA results provide accurate information about the origins of populations. He seems to 
question the whole idea of Haplogroups? There is controversy in the academic community 
regarding what can and can't be proven regarding dating population migrations and the 
origins of Haplogroups. 


This presentation was aimed at a UK audience and | don't know what the marketing for the 
testing is like there? Or the reasons the average person would decide to test? | don't think 
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the descriptions below regarding the reasons for testing would apply to most of us in the US. Followers (113) Next 
Many people are interested in establishing a relationship to a famous person, everywhere. Be =; 

I'm skeptical about the other motives listed below. | feel like all of the reasons are stereotypes 

and hurt the reputation of genetic genealogists. What should be stated, instead of using 2 


insulting stereotypes, is that it's this scientists opinion that ancient origins in a particular area 


can't be proven using Y and mtDNA. aR 6. 
ed 


Prof. Thomas Mark's reasons why people "indulge" in interpretive phylogeography: 
1. the desire to say somebody is the descendant of some ancient king, princess, EE re 
warrior or famous person 
2. the desire to mould a population's history or individual's ancestry back to some 
nationalist agenda 
3. the desire to make spectacular claims about population history / human P| Ey ea 


evolution (Follow |] 


4. The Forer effect/ Barnum effect Explains the popularity of horoscopes etc 


Favorite Links 
My own interest in DNA testing using the Y and mtDNA tests has generally been for reasons 


sanctioned by the Prof. Mark Thomas, comparing markers with cousins. I'm also interested Burgenland Bunch 


establishing the origins of the surnames Forgey and Kapple. | know our Forgey family was Learn Genetic 
Scots-Irish, which has been established using DNA and traditional genealogy research. A Genealogy 
journal states the family was in Ulster during a particular uprising, and it was stated in the 
same journal the ancestor knew the words to a ballad about the uprising. There are factions Blog Archive 
in the family which believe Forgey is a French name brought to Scotland by the Normans. My 
opinion is it's a variant of Ferguson and isn't a Norman name. In this case I'm looking to Y V 2024 (1) 
DNA to prove the family was in Scotland before the Normans. In the case of my Kapple Vv January (1) 
/Koppel surname everyone felt it was an Ashkenazi name, the family looks Ashkenazi Examining 
and knew some Yiddish. So far the autosomal testing isn't showing any of that admixture? Middle 
Our Y testing is showing a J2b haplogroup. Our family was Catholic for 200 years and hide if 
existing records can't help us to go back any further. In these cases I'm looking to prove, or 
disprove family stories, with the help of Y and mtDNA. | believe this should be possible. > 2023 (15) 
Many adoptees in the US have no information about their family's ethnic origins. Using Y and m 2022 (21) 
mtDNA testing can be very helpful for them. The descendants of former slaves would like to > 2021 (17) 
reclaim their stolen heritage. 

> 2020 (18) 
There are valid reasons for pursuing the origins of haplogroups when it comes to genetic Pm 2019 (16) 
genealogy. Academic stereotyping, and condescension, hurts the reputation of those who are > 2018 (22) 
pursuing the subject based on valid intellectual curiosity. 

> 2017 (31) 
Prof. Mark Thomas stated, why would it be important to establish the origins of one or two Pm 2016 (24) 
lines when everyone in Europe is related not so long ago? Everyone in Europe is Viking etc., > 2015 (30) 
etc. I'm not interested in establishing the origins of every line. I'm interested in my maternal 
and paternal family surnames. It sounds like many in Europe are looking for the villages or m 2014 (53) 
migration patterns of their families, and linking rare surnames to particular areas. Reading m 2013 (59) 
many papers about the subject of locating origins using Y and mtDNA realize we have a > 2012 (76) 
ways to go when it comes to establishing these connections with a high degree of 
confidence. Pm 2011 (94) 
| think the academic community would rather not see genealogists affiliate themselves About Me 


with population genetics. | believe some members of that community are out of touch when it 
comes to the goals of the average genealogist. There is much handwringing in that ~ 
community about dark ulterior motives when it comes to testing for ethnicity. 
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eel 
There is a valid criticism of the lack of scientific backing for claims made by testing View my complete 
companies. | agree, and would like to see more papers on the subject containing evidence profile 
for claims made by all of these companies. I'm not against critical review, but I'm against 
stereotyping and blanket comments about the motives for testing. Calling DNA testin oa 
yping g g g Feedjit 


Astrology gets a lot of attention in the press, and is a good strategy for getting attention, but it 
has been used to discredit the valid uses of DNA for genealogy, whether that is what Prof. 
Mark Thomas intended this or not, this terminology has been used to discredit the entire 
genetic genealogy community. | would just like to see a more respectful debate. It would be 
great to see critics of the ancestry testing companies, and company representatives on stage 
at a conference debating all of this. 


Tuesday, May 5, 2015 


Where Is Our Native American DNA? Plus 
Consider The Source 
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We had some good news a couple weeks ago when = 
someone from a line that matched our Owens family on SMU 
the Y test perfectly, at 25 markers, also matched my 
family on the autosomal test. The fact they matched both 
at AncestryDNA and Family Tree DNA is a good sign. 
Anyone who survives the AncestryDNA process plus 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2018-01-06T 11:47:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 3/30 


1/18/24, 11:02 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 
shares common ancestors is likely a true match. When this test came back, from 
AncestryDNA, GEDmatch wasn't able to process new accounts so we couldn't compare 
immediately. Another test for a confirmed distant cousin of this match had come in a little 
before this. This person wasn't able to create a new account at GEDmatch either. Lucky I had 
created extra accounts at GEDmatch that | never used. When | finally remembered the 
passwords for these accounts | was able to give them the accounts to use. | found out my 
family shared a 14.3 cM segment with one of them, but didn't share any DNA segments with 
the other. This is to be expected because our connection is 7 generations back. It's incredible 
that even one of them matched us. 


According to many sources, including contemporary sources, John Owens had an Indian 
wife. It's not known for certain which of his children had a Native American mother, or 
whether all of his children were part Native American? Around a dozen descendants of John 
Owens have tested, and so far no one has any Native American admixture according to all 
three testing companies. Trace amounts of Native Admixture can be seen using the 
GEDmatch admixture utilities. My Aunt shows the highest amounts at GEDmatch of around 
2%. Most descendants come out with 1%, or less, admixture using the most sensitive and 
optimistic projects at GEDmatch. I'm not sure if all this is just noise, and none of John's 
children, who carried his surname, are children of his Native wife? 


| know that DNA from distant ancestors is lost as the generations pass. | wonder about the 
lack of Native American DNA in those families with traditions of Native American ancestry? It 
could be that many families just passed down a family tradition not based in fact? It could be 
that the Native ancestor lived so long ago that no trace of their DNA is visible with the current 
autosomal tests? | also wonder if the testing companies tell people that no Native American 
is showing up because that ancestor lived so long ago is just to satisfy customers unhappy 
with the lack of the sought after Native American results? 


"An Extream bad collection of Broken Innkeepers, Horse Jockeys, and Indian Traders" 


Brigadier General John Forbes described the character of his provincial troops with the terms 
above (he probably would wonder why | would be interested in establishing my relationship 
to these people?). 


Genealogical research in Western Pennsylvania during the Colonial era is difficult because 
so few records were kept. There are no early marriage records. County marriage records 
weren't recorded until well into the 19th century. Dower releases weren't required in early 
Pennsylvania either making finding wives names even more difficult. 


It's also difficult to find men listed in early deed books in Pennsylvania. Many men took out 
warrants to survey land, but later abandoned the land without actually finishing the granting 
process. 


Considering the above it is a challenge to find anything about people living in the frontier area 
of Pennsylvania during the Colonial and early American era. Military letter writers and 
personal journals have been the best sources | have found for my family during this time 
period. 


Unfortunately I've had to rely on the typed transcripts from the Pennsylvania Archive book 
collections. This source is wonderful to a point. | have found a least one first name wrongly 
transcribed. | found the error in a list of names where the first name of the man above was 
mistakenly copied twice. Typed transcripts aren't my favorite sources but have to suffice until 
the originals become available, if they ever do? 
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Another problem I've had to contend with is how do evaluate the WHRAIGhnEGH 


credibility of these letter and journal writers? I'm not always sure if 
what they are relating is from first hand knowledge? 


I've been trying to confirm the assumption that David Owens the 
soldier in Pennsylvania and New York, was John Owens’, the 
Western Pennsylvania based Ohio Country Indian Trader's, son. 


According to a single source from one contemporary writer, Sir _ 
William Johnson, David Owens was the son of an Indian trader who Unfit, 
traded with the Delawares and the Shawnees. The only Owens we 

have found who is known to have traded with them was my ancestor John Owens. We only 
have this circumstantial evidence suggesting John and David were father and son. 


| did some research on Sir William Johnson in order to determine whether it could be 

our David Owens he was speaking of, and whether he would have access to this kind of 
information. He came to this country from Ireland in 1738. He settled in the Mohawk Valley of 
New York. He was involved in the fur trade and was well acquainted with George 

Croghan (John Owens sometimes boss) who also owned land in the Mohawk Valley (I'm not 
sure if John Owens also spent time in the Mohawk Valley of New York?). George Croghan 
became Sir William Johnson's Deputy Superintendent of Indian Affairs. In 1756 Sir William 
Johnson was made "Sole Agent and Superintendent of Indians and their Affairs", and was 
also responsible for helping to raise troops to fight in Indian territory. In the 1764 letter he 
wrote, describing David's father, he also stated David had been garrisoned at his house. This 
didn't seem to fit with David son of John Owens because his father was a trader with a 
trading post in Western Pennsylvania. Johnson also stated that David was in Capt. 
McClean's company. | found out that a Capt. Allen McLean's company was part of General 
Forbes expedition which traveled through Pennsylvania on its way to take Fort Duquesne 
from the French. Locals were used in Forbes campaign. This could be how David hooked up 
with this company. McLean's company later moved on to campaigns around New York. 


After completing this research | think it is possible that Sir William Johnson's letter may 
contain credible information. He could have received his information about David's father 
from David himself or from George Croghan? On the other hand he could have assumed he 
was the son of John Owens based on the common last name? It would be great to have 
more support for this relationship. Hopefully more will surface in the future. 


| don't think that a Colonial official would have a reason to make a false statement regarding 
David Owens' father. A soldier named Robert Kirkwood wrote of a David Owens in his 
memoir. His memoir was highly embellished with exaggerated stories. | take much of this 
type of work with a grain of salt. He stated a David Owens he was held captive with was born 
in Pennsylvania. Kirkwood and David are together in Pennsylvania after their supposed 
escape from Indian captivity in the 1750s. Kirkwood later ends up fighting in New York at 
Ticonderoga, and may have been encouraged by David Owens to desert in 1761, when 
David himself deserted. Again | can see how David may have gotten to New York and 
garrisoned at Sir William Johnson's house. 


It is hard to judge the veracity of people providing us with information recently. It's so much 
harder to judge the veracity of the writers who wrote about the Owens family a couple 
hundred years ago (this is where DNA testing can help). | tend to believe those accounts 
which were written by Military and Colonial Officials and contemporary journalists; but, 
memoirs being removed in time from events and prone to exaggeration are less trustworthy. 
I'm hoping to see more original manuscripts published online. The manuscript collections are 
invaluable sources for Pennsylvanian research. I've made quite a bit of progress using these 
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collections and hope to unearth even more. 


Thursday, April 2, 2015 
New AncestryDNA Circles: You Need A BIG 


tree! 


New Ancestor Discoveries @ 


These are people who are not already in your family tree (Close to Perfect) 


We found you new ancestors—just by looking at your DNA. 


Our latest scientific innovations make it possible to discover ancestors you never knew you had-just 
through your DNA. It's an entirely new path to finding your family story. 


Leam more 


No you just found some new in-laws for us 


For everyone who thought DNA would eliminate the need === 
for old fashioned family tree research the new Circles @ 
rolled out today at AncestryDNA would seem to dash that 


hope. DNA provides hints, but as someone reminded me 

recently digging through records at courthouses etc. is © 
the only way to confirm a relationship. Today Ancestry A 4 2 oe 
finally rolled out DNA only Circle matches. Before only 

those with a tree plus segments matches were included 


in the Circles. 

| was initially excited when checking my Mom's DNA Ag] wii cTaser i) 
Circles because she had a new couple with Campbell in = —— 
their descendants’ trees. Doing more research | hee 
discovered the verified ancestral match was most likely oS 
on our Wray line. The new Circles require checking the james J. Tucker 


(JMR Thomas Sheppard 
Joseph G Sheppard 

ey Nancy Ann Sessions _ 
Ey Nancy Dicy Sheppard | 


yo 


trees of each person in the Circle to establish the 
connection. When | did that | noticed that a descendant 
in the Wray line married into the new couple line. | found 
this fact in two trees provided by Circle matches. The lie 
others did not have large enough trees. We are not blood 


©) Sarah Ann Saul ) 


relatives of this couple as far as | know at this time. It's 
possible we are related to the descendants of the line 
through both Campbell and Wray? However that still 
would mean we aren't descended from the couple 


presented to us in the Circles. My Mom is an Extremely 

High confidence match with some of the descendants of 

this heretofore unknown couple. It appears everyone in the Circle is descended from 
ancestors who migrated to Texas. None of my ancestors settled in Texas, our connection 
would have to be earlier, before the 1820's. 
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This tool is supposedly designed to help those who haven't put together any family tree, or 
have a very small tree. | don't see this helping them very much. They will need to build out a 
tree to establish a connection. If they concentrate on some of these couples they may 
become frustrated because some are just in-laws. 


| have no new Circles with the change. Both my Mom and | belong in other Circles based on 
DNA and our Family Trees because a cousin has those Circles, and we actually match 
several people in the cousin's Circles. My cousins who had no Circles now have a few. I'm 
not sure if they are blood relatives of theirs or just in-laws? 


The new addition to the Circles is called "Ancestor Discoveries." Should be called relative 
discoveries, since none of our new couple matches are actually ancestors, as far as | know? 
Three of my Mom's discoveries are in-laws, and one would be a many times great-aunt. 
Ancestry discoveries are also provided to those with private trees. 

| don't see a confidence level for the DNA only matches? 

Now that I've broken down part of my Owens brickwall | do Know that DNA was leading me to 
the correct branch of my Owens line. Our family was perfectly matching the correct branch 
on the Y test. The autosomal tests confirmed we have no breaks in our Owens line for we 
female descendants. 


I'll check the Campbell lines shared by my Mom's matches. Not sure if that will go anywhere? 


No easy way out with DNA. You still need a BIG tree! 


Friday, March 27, 2015 


Breaking My Owens Brickwall Down After 11 


15-15-16-1 41149-22154 97 
15-15-16-17 | 44) 1119-22) 15) 45 42/9 | 15 
15-15-1647 | 14 11 19-22' 15 15 12.9 (15 
| 45-15-16-17 | 41 /19-22) 15 2 
15-15-16-17 | 11 14 /19-22) 15 42,12, 9 45 


15-15-16-17 
15-15-16-17 al at | oes 
15-15-16-17 1119-22) 15 


That seemingly intractable brickwall on my Owens line finally came down this week. Many 
thanks have to go to the Cornerstone Genealogy Society in Greene County, PA. The 
researcher there, Thelma Yeager, provided me with more information than | requested. She 
followed up on the clues she found as she was doing the research for me and sent additional 
documents. | really appreciate her expert researching skills! 


My research goal has been to determine which of two James Owens of Bracken County, KY 
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was the son of John Owens II and Susannah of Washington County, PA (a.k.a Monongalia 
County, VA). One of these men was only referred to as James Owens or James Owens Sr.; 
and the other was referred to as James D. Owens and James Owens Jr., at various times. 
More on that later. 


| have finally identified the ancestral lines for all the Owens DNA participants. We have two 
who believe they descend from David Owens son of John Owens I, and one who claims to 
be descended from George Owens, another son of John I. We have two from the Tyler 
County WV Owens line, who believe they descend from John II's son John Ill. There seems 
to be a branch marker for the supposed descendants of David Owens. That would be would 
be the 10 in the chart above. We appear to have a branch marker for the supposed 
descendants of David which is the purple 10 in the chart above. George's descendant also 
mismatches the others on a single marker. John of Tyler West Virginia also has a unique 
mismatch. Since his cousin only tested 25 markers we're not sure if this was a mutation 
unique to John of Tyler's family? My line matches John of Tyler the best so far, with no 
mismatches at 25 markers. | would like to upgrade and see if our line continues to match 
perfectly at 37 markers. 


| had also requested a couple deeds from Clark County, Indiana for James Owens and Sally 
Broshears, which | received before the documents from Greene County, PA. The deeds 
confirmed what another Owens family researcher had found regarding the fact that James 
and Sally were said to be from Bracken County, KY, and the fact they sold their land in Clark 
County, now Indiana in 1803. Actually James purchased that property previous to their 
marriage in 1802. | also received a deed 

confirming he did witness a deed in 1800, proving he 
was there at that time. All of this points to James Owens 
married to Sally Broshears being a descendant of David 
Owens instead of John Owens and Susannah as was arr ketene 
believed. This James witnessed a deed for his likely cove 
brother John Owens in Clark County in 1800, and was 
married a day after his likely brother David in the same 
church, White Oak Presbyterian in Bracken County, KY. James and David lived in different 
states for many years, but reunited in about 1824 when they both lived in Washington 
County, IN. 


The Clark County area is closely associated with Capt. George Owens and David Owens 
who were some of the earliest settlers of that area. 


I'm not very patient so while | was waiting for my request for copies of the Deeds Index, and 
the 1806 Court Case, from the "Cornerstone Genealogy Society" | kept researching and 
exchanging information at our "We're Descendants of John Owens the Indian Trader" group 
at Facebook. A group member was looking at old posts and noticed a pdf was posted 

which mentioned a deed for the heirs of John Owens. | took a look and saw the book number 
and page number. | believe that was on a Sunday night. | couldn't phone to ask about getting 
a copy so | Googled the County Clerk's office for Greene County, and found out you can 
obtain deed copies online for a fee. This site is impossible to use without specific information, 
but is usable if you have the book number and page. | was thrilled when | saw a transcript of 
the indenture which actually wasn't technically a deed. It was a transfer of interest in the 
estate of John Owens and a power of attorney for Francis Wells. It did involve the 

property inherited by John Owens III, on Tenmile Creek, PA. Unfortunately it didn't answer 
the question regarding which James Owens was John II's son. It just said James Owens, no 
other identifying info. | could not access the second page which would have been 571? This 
page didn't contain a continuation of the heirs indenture as it should have. | needed to locate 
that page (| later found out page 571 is 570a in their system). | had no idea at that point what 
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great information this page contained. 


On Tuesday the awaited for envelope from the "Cornerstone Genealogy Society" arrived. Not 
only did it contain an index of Owens deeds it also contained the actual deeds. Plus 
additional documents regarding the estate of John Owens. There was so much it took me 
time to sort through it all. | just happened to quickly glance through the pages and 
discovered pages 1 and 2 of the document | found at the County Clerk's website were 
included. During this quick look | failed to notice an important bit of information. | 

was exchanging some of this information with the Facebook Owens group when | finally 
noticed page two included a reference to the signature of James Owens. He signed it James 
D. Owens, which caused me to gasp and nearly faint. After 11 years | finally had 
documentary evidence that James D. Owens was the son of John Owens and Susannah, 
and not James Owens husband of Sally Borshears, as was thought by some other 
researchers. | don't have the original clerks copy of the indenture but hope to get that. I've 
written to Greene County for a copy. | just have a transcript. Hopefully book 2 page 5771 is still 
available for copying? 


An 1806 Court Case involving John and Susannah's estate was not found. It's possible they 
intended to sue in 1806 but something prevented it from happening at that time; or it was 
filed in a unknown location? 


| have to say | didn't expect James to sign with the middle initial D. | should have because he 
signed his mother-in-law's marriage bond with a middle initial. 


apparently how they separated two James cousins in the 


, i la 
Lucky James Owens Jr. started referring to himself as eee eigen aie be de: 
a Cartan. a | o eee = LA) Regt im 
H li, Pow. aGove Chip ato > Lhe 
James D. Owens around 1810. Maybe he felt Junior was poke ce : hE BE, : 
too juvenile for him? Also, he wasn't a Junior, that was ae yy Ty 
5 / ich GEE SPS a 


local records. It's odd that this technique was not often 

used for others of the same name. Although at about the 

same time George, son of David, began to be referred to as George C. Owens. Maybe a new 
clerk suggested the addition of middle initials? I'm wondering if the D refers to James' 
mother's surname? 


| certainly lucked out because James ss piabicaet wipaaae Wiay nae Namen eae Ae Maman ME TEIE ke 
used the D when he signed the heirs ig a Nan ct ceorge ovens * (OH 
release. | believe a mistake | made . aga ne 
with this line was concentrating so ; eee ial 

Yerah Grayson (8x41,) 


much of my research in Bracken 
County, Kentucky where he lived 
during his adult life. | didn't expect to 
find the information | was looking for in 
1811 Greene County, PA. The take away is branch out as much as possible. You never know 
where you'll find the solution to your problem. Could be in an expected place. 


Bigned, sealed executed and 
delivered in prevonce cf 


| still need to sort through the information | received and analyze it. | plan on continuing my 
research on the line. Still many unknowns. When did John | die, what were his wives exact 
names, and when did they die? Still need to prove some of his children and grandchildren's 
lines. 


When | began researching this family in 2004 | found James Owens husband of Sally 
Borshears named as John and Susannah's son, exclusively. No trees suggesting James D. 
Owens of the same place was their son. When | noticed James D. and Fanny had a son 
named David V. | thought it was possible he might be their son instead. | believed this 
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because they had a son named David V.. | believed Vincent might be this sons middle 
name. John Il and Susannah had a son named David and a son Vincent. After a cousin 
matched a descendant in John I's line it supported my hypothesis that my James could also 
have been their son. Without the DNA match | probably wouldn't have invested as much time 
in researching this family. The DNA is confirming our relationship plus it provided me the 
incentive to continue. We have more people in this line testing and hopefully we will find 
branch tags to separate the families. We are also doing autosomal testing to find out if some 
of John Owens I's children were part Native American, and to see if any of the distant cousins 
still share DNA. So far no one in John Owens |'s line is showing Native American admixture 
in any appreciable amount. 


One Wall gone several more to go. 


A little tough to read but proof that James D. Owens was the husband of Fanny (Francis Watkins. ). 


Deed for James Owens and Sally Broshears from Clark County, IN 


Monday, March 16, 2015 


Y We Need Proven Y Trees 
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"Once upon a time in a land far away lived a beautiful Indian Princess who married an Indian 
Trader..." A great story to have in your family history. An Owens family does have a similar 
story in their family, and it is true to a degree. An Indian Trader, John Owens, may have 
married a daughter of a Native American Chief. This story has been widely told in Western 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia. The appeal of this story, as you would guess, has led to 
many false connections being established with this family. 


An Owens Y DNA project was started a number of years ago. The goal of the participants 
from our Owens line has been to prove our connection to John Owens | the Indian Trader. 
What | found out over the weekend is that a person claiming direct descent from the Indian 
Trader, who tested with the project, has a weak claim to a line of direct descent. | didn't know 
who the person claiming direct descent was until a few weeks ago. For years I've been 
pondering that. | didn't feel confident comparing with this person because | didn't know what 
line they descended from. | would love to see lines of descent, i.e,. trees attached to results 
at the Owens project. Without seeing a tree we can't be sure whether the line of descent is 
correct. 


Someone in our Owens group found some great information about the Owens family of 
Booth's Creek, now West Virginia. According to the person who tested with the Owens Y 
project his family's claim to direct descent came from John I, or II?, owning land on Booth's 
Creek, where contemporary sources say he was killed by Indians somewhere between 1778 
and 1783. This person's family lived not far from the Booth's Creek area so a relationship 
was assumed. 


This premise that either of the John Owenses owned land on Booth's Creek, West Virginia 
seemed to crumble over the weekend. | was finally able to find some information coming 
from an Owens deed for Booth Creek. | was led to a site with Harrison County Court record 
abstracts through information provided by an Owens group member. This information 
regarded a John Owens of Harrison County (where Booth's Creek is located) and land 
located in Frederick County, Virginia. According to court minutes, for Harrison County, a John 
Owens was the rightful heir to land located in Frederick County. This was confirmed by a 
Janet Owens. All of this was new to me. This appeared to be an Owens family which wasn't 
closely related to our own. When | did a google search on some of this info a WikiTree 
surfaced with some research notes attached, with sources. | found a deed abstract attached 
to the tree. This abstract answered many questions | asked in my last blog post i.e. who 
owned the land on Booth's Creek, and who the second John Owens was. He was John 
Owens married to a Mary. So now we have a John Owens married to Mary, and a John 
Owens married to Sarah, living in the area at around the same time. John married to Sarah 
seems to show up in West Virginia after 1801. | have not found him being taxed there before 
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that year. Beginning in 1801 John married to Mary begins selling their land off, they leave the 
area around 1805. 


The family tree posted at Wiki Tree for this Jonn Owens family on Booth's Creek states there 
was a John Owens father and son living on Booth's Creek next to James Owens, brother of 
the elder John. This would match what | was seeing in the records for the area. We find a 
John Owens Sr. and Jr. signing a petition for the establishment of a new county in 1778, and 
we also find a 1782 land warrant for a John Owens Junior claiming land as an heir to John 
Owens deceased. This was thought to be our John Owens III. Since John Owens III was only 
around 12 years old at the time | felt this was unlikely. | did think it possible that someone 
applied for him. It doesn't look like that. It looks like Jonn Owens of Booth's Creek 

was transacting his own business, and receiving title to his land claims from 1784 onward 
according to land records for Booth's Creek. 


Right now, which can change, we have John Owens of Booth's Creek as likely the son of 
John Owens and Ann Horn. Both John and Ann owned property in Frederick, Virginia which 
appears to have been inherited by the family in Harrison County. Where this line is beginning 
to take a wrong turn is that they are also claiming a relationship to the Indian Trader. There is 
absolutely no evidence they are related to the Indian Trader. According Wiki Tree James 
Owens was also involved in the Indian Trade but there is no evidence of this. The two Johns 
and James of Booth's Creek appear to be farmers. It seems both John Owens II of Tenmile 
Creek and John Sr. of Booth's Creek died at around the same time and their deaths are 
associated with violence. John II of Tenmile Creek was said to have been shot by Indians a 
mile from Waynesburg, PA, and John Owens Sr. of Booth's Creek, VA was said to have been 
hatched to death by Indians. This has added to the confusion about the identity of the men. 


Taking a close look at the Tyler County John Owens family in Census records | can see 
where it is very possible that John Owens Ill is the same man. He would be the right age to 
be John Owens Ill. He is associated with the Ankrom family known to be acquainted with 
John | and II. There could have been a migration of Waynesburg PA residents to Wirt, Tyler 
county? What I'm not seeing is a naming pattern matching the PA Owens family. I've also 
seen a Joseph Owens born 1755 in Marion County as forebearer of this family. Another 
research states that a James Richard Owens killed in Clarksburg is the founder of this line. 
Everyone copied the Booth's Creek association which | can't find any documentation for. 


| was subscribing to some of these theories based on | Ankit tole yé Ya} | | -4.- | 
John I or Il owning land on Booth's Creek. It doesn't ban 4 cee e Ae me 
appear either of them owned this land. | had been 5, 5 8 ae Na a Ae Sal | 


thinking one of these men owned that land, or it was 
: John Owens 1830 Census 

another unrelated man of the same name. It looks like an Tyler County, VA 

unrelated family at this time. WORK, needs to be done 

on this line to establish John Owens of Tyler County's exact relationship to the family of John 

|. Hopefully the relationship stated at the Y DNA group can be proven, and all will be well 

again? Even better than before because we'll have actual proof of this person's line of 


descent, and the DNA project will have increased credibility. 
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Friday, March 13, 2015 


Resolving Conflicting Evidence Owens Line 


I'm trying to resolve conflicting evidence without land records; which are essential to clearing 
them up. 


| guess my primary problem with the Owens lines in West Virginia and Pennsylvania is the 
fact common male first names are used and there is no way to differentiate between these 
men. Hopefully, the Owens filed deeds so we can identify the locations where each man 
lived. That combined with the names of their wives would resolve many problems. It may be 
tricky to find the deeds? They may have been filed long after the fact, and county lines have 
changed so many times over the years. 


Right now we have random Owens males appearing on tax lists and purchasing land from 
government agencies. These land records don't name wives so it's impossible connect them 
with a particular family. 


From the scant information, we have now, we know Owens males, and Judith Owens, lived in 
South West Pennsylvania and what is now West Virginia. If we are to believe the accounts of 
John Owens II's death he died on Booth's Creek, Virginia. This land is about 30 miles from 
his land on the South Fork of Tenmile Creek, PA. That seems a little odd? In his will John 
Owens II gives "the land | now labor on" to John Owens III. He doesn't say where the land he 
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now labors on was located? We've inferred it's the Booth's Creek land. We see a John 
Owens Jr. is presented with a land warrant in 1782. He would have been maybe 12 
yrs. old at most? According to John II his son was supposed to inherit the land when he 
turned 21 years old. He was not yet 21 in 1790. 


Another bit of evidence which throws a monkey wrench into the theory John II owned land on 
Booth's Creek is that a John Owens Sr. and John Owens Jr. sign a petition for the formation 
of a new county from the existing Monongalia county. They signed this petition in 1777. We 
had thought the Owens widow in Bedford County, PA was Judith wife of John I. That tax list 
was for the year 1773. Maybe that wasn't her? If so he could have signed the 1777 petition 
and owned the land on Booth's Creek. In that case the John Jr. and Sr. are Johns | and Il. If 
not who are the John Sr. and Jr. listed on the 1777 petition for Monongalia? Could be John 
son of James and John Il on the Petition? Or another John Sr. and Jr. altogether? 


There is a suggestion that John | may have lived passed 
1773 in John Il's estate records. A debt owed by both 
John | and II to George Church is paid off by the estate in 
1782. 


188 rg ep ons 


: ; Debt of John Owens Sr. and Jr. 
So did John Owens II own land on Booth's Creek? In his 


estate records we find references to a Lower Planation. , Ray gy box Dts ope 


Is that the one in West Virginia? Some say "Maths" ee Df ae Spge < 
oe ana! a Cae Vinay eh ile pad (fe 

(another wife of John I) died in Harrison County. Virginia? | Be Ay "“ fad eats oP 
ore cen WACK Lp po UR : 
So did John Owens | actually own land on Booth's Creek oe Fog ge ot 
and not John II? | think that James Owens who also lived a aaei ae dee a 
' . ' rn ha dviser Lentelin Te Lip : eo | 
on Booth's Creek might be John I's son? Was it actually ese aia 2 = 


pe Bhs fac! Harfe ii 


John | or John II who was killed on Booth's Creek and 
owned land there? William Powers 1833 Revolutionary 
War Pension file implies John was killed in 1781. Other accounts have the killing of John 
Owens as 1778 or 1783? John Owen II did in fact die in the spring of 1781. There are no 
details given about his death in Estate records. 


Another question is which John Owens is found in the West Virginia records for Harrison and 
Monongalia Counties in the late 18th and early 19th century? Could be John son of James or 
John III son of John II? Which John is in Mapletown, Pennsylvania in 1798? 


The problem that I'm basically seeing it there is only one John Owens on tax lists in West 
Virginia. He appears to be older than the son of John Owens II, because he appears on a Tax 
list in Monongalia County, Virginia in 1790 when John II would have been under 21. In 1801 
we see a John Owens with 2 tithables in his household, meaning 2 males over 21, in the 
1801 Tax list for Harrison County, VA. In 1789 a John Owens signs a marriage bond in 
Harrison County, Virginia. Too old to be John Owens II's son. 


We also have evidence supporting the fact John 


---£ 
Owens III may have settled in Virginia. There is a “3 
relationship between the Ankrom family and John “4 
Owens II. John Ancrom is mentioned in his estate ars 
records. He owed him a debt. The Ankrom family John Owens 1790 Taxlist Monongalia County 


married into the West Virginia John Owens family. Below 1801 Tax List John Owens 
John Owens and wife Sarah appear to have a young 

family, with children born between 1796 and 1816, in the latter half of the 18th and early 19th 
Century. This would fit the age range of John Owens II. Also it was common for settlers 
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of Tenmile Creek, PA to also own land in West Virginia. 


What we can say for certain is that the West Virginia 
John Owens family did match, on the Y DNA test, the 
descendants of John Owens | Indian Trader. 


Relationships are still up in the air until land records are 
consulted. We will only continue to go in circles without looking at the land records. 


Tuesday, March 10, 2015 


AncestryDNA Useless? The Thrill of the Y & 
Breaking More Pieces Off A Brickwall 


New Look and Newly expanded databases at HeritageQuest 


AncestryDNA has created a product which is time consuming and provides no useful tools to 
compare results with matches. It's aggravatingly difficulty to get useful data from their 
product. It came home to me again yesterday because a first cousin's results came in and | 
couldn't see any data related to our match, or see anyone we shared in common. I've always 
had control over previous family kits so that was new to me. | just so happened to read a post 
from someone else who matched a relative, yesterday, and they experienced the same 
feeling; they couldn't see anything but the fact they matched. Without the ability to compare 
outside Ancestry there would be no reason to test with them. | can't imagine what it was like 
before testers were able download their raw data? It must have been very aggravating. | hear 
Family Tree DNA has become so swamped with testers they are way behind processing 
results. | know its annoying having to wait a long time for results. It's worth it, however, 
because they provide tools necessary for evaluating your matches. 


Still pounding way at the Owens brickwall. | was thrilled when one of the Y testers allowed 
me to see their results. The Owens family is R1b which is the most common Y Haplogroup in 
Europe. Occasionally the common nature of this Haplogroup means the results of a 37 
marker test aren't useful for determining a relationship because there are just too many 
matches. In that case the test would have to keep being upgraded until the number of 
matches is whittled down to the point where a relationship can be confirmed. | thought my 
Uncle had rare DNA markers because he only had 22 matches at 37 markers. This Owens 
tester has only 8 matches at 37 markers. At 12 markers he had 1000 matches. Incredible 
how increasing the markers decreased the matches by so many. At 67 markers he had only 1 
match 4 steps away. The Y test is definitely my favorite. 
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My Autosomal tests are also fun to work with even if they are more tricky to interpret. The 
value of the collaboration coming from our Owens match family is incredible! | received a 
deed spreadsheet for several Indiana counties which has been so helpful! This led to a major 
breakthrough on the Owens line. My goal at this point is to place my James D. Owens, b. 
between 1775 and 1785, with his parents. There were two James Owens living in Bracken 
County, KY at the same time and they are likely cousins. One man is the son of John Owens 
Il and wife Susannah based on Orphans' Court records. The other is likely the son of a David 
or George, brothers of John II. John II remained in the Pennsylvania/Virginia area until his 
death. David and George had been based in the Illinois territorial area from the 1780's, one 
being a Militia Captain the other a Shawnee language interpreter. Their families were early 
settlers of Clarksville, which is now part of Indiana. After Captain George Owens was burned 
at the stake in 1789 his wife Charity and children, George and Thomas, fled to 
Bracken/Mason County, KY. After John II's wife died in 1790 his children migrated from 
Pennsylvania to Bracken/Mason County, KY where they met up with both Uncle George and 
Uncle David's families. Some first cousin marriages occurred in Bracken County, KY. 
between these cousins. 


Getting back to the deed record index provided by our DNA 
match, Owens collaborator, he located an 1803 deed in 
Clarksville for a James Owens and a Sarah of Bracken 
County, KY. This would seem to support my theory that 
James married to Sarah Broshears could be the son of 
David Owens Sr.. When David Owens Jr. provided the 
names of Capt. George Owens' children he only named 
George and Thomas, and no James; so | lean away from 
one the Jameses being his son. | haven't found any primary 


source documentation naming David's children? His 
children are inferred from circumstantial evidence, plus 
there seemed to be family knowledge of relationships going several generations back. A John 
A. H. Owens born 1842 in Clarksville stated his great-grandfather was David Owens Sr.. In 
the David Owens Jr. affidavit he doesn't state his father is David, but that can be safely 
inferred as he was the only other Owens in the area at the time. Since we don't have a list of 
David's children | would place one of our Bracken County, KY Jameses as his possible son. | 
base this on the new information provided by the Indiana deeds plus the previous information 
which suggested a close relationship between James Owens and David Owens Jr., based 
on the marriage of the men one day apart in the same church, and the fact they lived in the 
same location in 1830. 


As usual there appears to be more than one James settling in Clarksville during the first half 
of the 19th Century. One was married to Sarah the other to Mary. The early deeds for 
Clarksville are apparently in very bad condition. When | called today to ask about getting 
copies | was told they don't charge for copies because the deeds are so hard to read. This 
has led to difficulty deciphering the names. There may be a John and Jane witnessing some 
early deeds? Or is it John and James? That is the question. Could be John and 

Jane husband and wife or brother and sister? Or could be brothers? I'm ordering a copy of 
the deeds to see if | can make out the names? If there is a John and Jane that could throw a 
monkey wrench into my theory because this would suggest a possible additional John 
Owens in the area, besides the one married to a Sarah. If we have two Johns one may be 
the son of John II? That would mean some of John II's children joined their cousins not only 
in Bracken County, KY but also in Clarksville. | theorized that John II's son, John III, 
remained in the Pennsylvania /Virginia area because he inherited land from his father. Of 
course | can't be certain of that because there were two John Owenses in the original 
ancestral area who were probably first cousins. One of these John's remained in the original 
ancestral area and the other was no longer around for the 1810 Census. If John II's son 
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migrated to Clarksville then James married to Sarah is likely the son of John II. More deed 
research will clear this up. 


This 1803 deed does appear to suggest the second James Owens appearing on taxlists 
beginning in 1804 came from Clarksville. He appears on the 1803 deed selling his land which 
he had purchased in July 1802 before his marriage to Sarah. I'm not sure where Sarah 
Broshears and James met? They both had cousins in Clarksville and Bracken County, KY. 


HeritageQuest now looks like a clone of Ancestry.com; their 


current owner. On March 4th the new ——— 


look was unveiled. The expanded i a ciety mile Hae ete” ou 
collections are wonderful. One of the = Weems tlle Tok 2 | La Wieomie 
books | found led to a record source | a (ten eto T 
hadn't seen before. This leads back to | ee ee ee ae | 
the strange search results at Ancestry. 1798 Taxlist Greene County, PA 


You would think Ancestry's search 

would bring up results from all of their collections but it doesn't? After all this time searching 
for Owens in early Pennsylvania records the 1798 taxlist for Pennsylvania never came up? 
When | discovered the existence of this taxlist | searched for a copy online and found 
Ancestry had it. | found a John and David living in the ancestral area of Greene County, PA. 
They seem to match what | would expect of John II's children; they owned land and rented 
some of the properties out. Since there were other Owens families around it's hard to be sure 
without a description of the property location. As | stated above deeds are key to identifying 
who remained in the ancestral area and who migrated? 


So one of my current goals is to nail down exactly who the early Owens settlers of Clarksville 
were? Were they only the children of Capt. George Owens and David Owens? Or did some 
of John II's children head to Clarksville when they came of age to join their Uncle David 
Owens and cousins? Success with this line of research would either eliminate James married 
to Sarah as a children of John Il and Susannah or confirm that he is their son. 


Tuesday, March 3, 2015 


Removing A DNA Kit From Purgatory Plus 
Throwing Everything At A Brickwall 


Image size reduction: 1/54 


Image size reduction: 1/44 


Chr Start Location End Location Centimorgans (cM) SNPs 
4 88708953 108415049 15.5 3559 


Owens Segment match 
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One of my DNA kits got stuck in that new purgatory at AncestryDNA. For non Catholics that's 
a place between heaven and hell. Any new DNA customers who purchased and activated a 
kit in a new account (after October 1, 2014) can't see any part of their matches' trees or any 
of their surname information unless they have a paid account. My cousin's account was stuck 
in this situation because | made a new account for him and activated the kit there. 
AncestryDNA is useless without the trees and surname information; unless, you want to 
contact every match on your match list and ask for their surname information. | was told if | 
made myself administrator of his account my status as a paying customer with an old DNA 
account may jog his into displaying the needed information. It didn't work. What did work was 
inviting him to view MY results. After | did that all of the information previously restricted was 
now visible. That seems to be a way of removing a kit from that useless purgatory. 


A couple weeks ago an Owens distant cousin, who tested at Ancestry, agreed to compare 
segment information at GEDmatch. Very generous of them because so many matches at 
Ancestry either don't want to compare there or don't know how. This person shares a 15.5 
cM segment with a 3rd cousin on the Owens side (they actually don't match anymore at 
Ancestry which is a whole other story). This experience demonstrates the many benefits of 
DNA testing because my 3rd cousin's match has done so much research on our shared line, 
or | should say a relative of his has. The fact that he matched, and we compared, started a 
collaboration leading to more discoveries. Most people at Ancestry, and elsewhere on the 
internet, copy information posted by other people. They don't use primary source 
documentation to assemble their tree. This has led to the ugly situation we see when we look 
at Ancestry family trees. Our Owens distant cousin has used primary sources acquired 
through original document research, and onsite research to assemble his tree. He's 
discovered information | didn't have until now. | discovered this same person, who matched 
my 3rd cousin at Ancestry, also matched our family on the Y DNA test at FTDNA. 


My Owens research journey began with the 1900 Census, when | was looking for 

my grandmother Dorothy Mason Kapple's father Fred. | thought I'd find him in Chicago, 
Illinois where my grandmother was born. Instead | found him with his family in Mattoon, 
Illinois. | had never heard of that place before in my life (I live in Southern California). Once | 
found my Great-Grandfather Fred Mason's parents | was able to find a posted tree stating 
that my Great- Great-Grandfather Peter Mason's wife was Mary E. Owens. Some of her 
siblings were living with the family in 1880. Using their names | was able to trace Mary's 
family back to William F. Owens, who I found with his daughters on the 1870 Census. Going 
back even further, using the census and marriage information, | was able trace the family 
back to Clermont, Ohio. | gained more information about the Owens family from another tree 
| found posted for Mary E. Owens mother's family (the Hicks family of Clermont, Ohio). This 
researcher stated that William F. Owens' mother was Francis Owens of Bracken County, 
Kentucky, which is just across the Ohio river from Clermont, Ohio. A clue that this was 
probably his mother is the fact that one of his daughters was named Francis, spelled the 
same way. This was my introduction to the world of naming patterns. 


My Great-Great-Great Grandparents William F. Owens and Nancy Hicks were married 

in Clermont Ohio in 1849. This meant | needed to use something besides the census to trace 
William's family any farther back. | did look at the censuses before 1850 (which only list 
heads of household) to see how many Owens' families lived in Bracken county. There were 
several. Francis Owens was widowed in the 1820's, and because of that was named on 
every census from 1830 until her death. Through the census | did confirm there was a female 
Francis Owens who lived in Bracken County, KY at the right time, and of the right age to be 
William's mother. Knowing all this | searched for a will or probate naming the deceased father 
and husband. | found a probate record for a James D. Owens naming Francis as his wife. He 
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died in 1824 which was only a few years after William's birth. He didn't leave a will naming 
his children, and the probate records didn't name them either. | found census records 
previous to his death and he did have boys, in his household, in the age range of William F. 
Plus William's eldest son was named James. Also a William Owens was listed as son of 
James on one tax list when William F. was an adult still living with his likely mother Francis. 
According to census records for William F. he was born in Kentucky. 


| couldn't find a marriage record for a James to a Francis in Bracken County, KY. Only after 
the Kentucky marriage records were digitized did a permission slip surface for Francis 
Watkins and James D. Owens in Bracken County, KY. We can infer from this slip that Francis 
was not yet 18 when she married James D. Owens in 1805. | received a copy of family bible 
pages which confirmed this fact (the bible had no additional Owens info). She was 15 at the 
time of her marriage. | ordered tax list microfilms for Bracken County, KY at my local 

LDS, FHC. Other than a few gaps in the early records they were quite complete. James D. 
Owens' first confirmed listing on the tax lists was in 1804, confirming that he was over 21 in 
that year. So in 1805 he didn't need a permission slip to marry (only males under 21 needed 
such a permission). 


Using the Tax lists and census information | tried to establish a connection between my 
Owens family and the others in the same county, and surrounding counties. In 1850 some of 
Francis Owens' children were still living with her. | again turned to naming patterns to try to 
link up with local families. The children still living with her were David V. and Hannah. | found 
a David Owens on 1797 and 1801 tax lists for Bracken County, KY, but no Williams on early 
tax lists. | looked for a tree for a David Owens of Bracken County, KY and found one which 
stated he was from Washington County, PA. This led me to a book called "The Ten Mile 
Country". This book gave an in depth biography for this Owens family. They descended from 
an Indian Trader named John Owens, we call John |. The author also stated several 
members of John Owens II (son of |) and wife Susannah's family migrated to Bracken 
County, Kentucky after their deaths. James' likely daughter Hannah lived into the early 
1900's, and stated her father was born in Pennsylvania, according to the census. 


Armed with the names of John and Susannah's children | was able to go back to the tax lists 
and census information and attempt to sort out the Owens families in Bracken County. 

The children's names listed in the Washington County, PA probate records were David, John, 
George, Vincent, James, and Mary. Another daughter, Sarah Gragston, was said to have 
shared in the estate, but | have not located that document myself? Looking at the names | 
wondered whether James D. Owen's son David V. was David Vincent? The V may also have 
represented Francis' maiden name. | later discovered that her maiden name was Watkins, 
so | can rule that out. 


The tax information seemed to confirm what was found in "The Ten 
Mile Country" book. There were indeed males by the names of David, 
George, and James on late 18th, and early 19th century tax lists, and 
the 1810 census for Bracken County, KY. David being the first to 
show up in 1797 disappears, and reappears in 1801. In 1799 we see 
a James and George for the first time. By 1804 we have 2 Jameses, 
2 Georges, and 2 Thomases. | had no idea how the Thomases fit in? 
As time passed more unrelated Owens families show up in Bracken 
County, KY. Most had completely different naming patterns. 


. Goren Beouge f 
: Dees. fiona , 


With two James Owenses living in Bracken County, KY around the mene Texilist 


same time | needed to determine which one descended from John 
Owens and Susannah? | was able to determine they were both roughly the same age. To set 
them apart the county record keepers sometimes referred to one of the men as Senior and 
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the other Junior. Using a land record, collected by a distant cousin, | was able to establish my 
James was referred to as Junior. Fanny was named on this deed. If the two Jameses were 
listed with their wives | could distinguish them, aside from the Jr. and Sr.. Later record 
keepers began using a the middle initial D., for my ancestor, to distinguish them apart. 
Another way | can tell them apart on the land records is when the creek and river names are 
used. James D. Owens Jr.. lived on the Ohio river, and James Owens Sr. lived on Turtle 
Creek. 


Looking for trees for these men | quickly discovered someone had claimed James Owens Sr. 
married to Sally Broshears was John and Susannah's son. | could find no actual 
documentation for this. | could definitely see a likelihood this could be correct. The fact 

that James D. seems to turn up in 1804, based on the tax lists, would suggest he is from a 
different family. What led me to believe this is James Sr. marries in Bracken County, KY in 
1803. Ergo he must be the James listed with brothers David and George in 1801. Plus David 
and James Sr. marry a day apart in May 1803. James Sr. and Sally Broshears initially 
appeared to be 1st cousins. Many researchers listed her mother, Hannah, as John Owens I's 
daughter. Later | found out there was a power of attorney, filed by Hannah (Owens) 
Broshears' husband Thomas, giving a James Owens the right to sue the estate of the late 
John Owens II of Washington County, PA on behalf of his wife. This would suggest Hannah is 
a daughter of James Owens Il, since only his children were entitled to anything from his 
estate. John and Susannah's daughter Mary, who was listed as minor in 1790, joined this 
1806 suit. This changed my opinion about who the son of James and Susannah might be. He 
could actually be my James D.? 


If Sarah (Broshears) Owens was the biological daughter of Hannah, James would be her 
Uncle. | needed to establish whether Sarah was Hannah's biological daughter. Sarah is a bit 
older than Hannah's other children so she may be from another marriage of Thomas 
Broshears. Unfortunately Pennsylvania didn't keep early marriage records and no record of 
any marriage for Hannah and Thomas exists, nor a marriage between Thomas and anyone 
else. It's difficult to establish Hannah's birth year but she appears to have been born in the 
1760,s, based on available censuses dating to the year 1820. It appears her daughter, or 
stepdaughter, was born around the mid 1780's based on census data to 1830. It also 
appears that Hannah was married before 1790 since she wasn't listed as a minor child in 
1790. Hannah's last child was born in 1807; narrowing her age range a little more. So Sarah 
could be her daughter, but | can find no conclusive evidence to prove this. 


This all leads to the question if Sarah Broshears was a step-niece, to James Sr., would such 
a marriage have been legal in 1803? In some cases, at certain points in time, such marriages 
were illegal even if there was no blood relationship. This is called an affinal relationship. | 
could find no law against such a marriage in Kentucky at this time. 


Looking at records in which Thomas Broshears names his son-in-law, James Owens Sr., he 
states he is his son-in-law. The power of attorney, for the suit against the John Owens II 
estate, doesn't state this James Owens was his son-in-law. We know my James D. Owens 
was acquainted with the Broshears family because Thomas purchased something from 
James D.'s estate sale. In 1805 Thomas and Hannah enter into an indenture with James 
Owens Jr. which provides even more support for a relationship between them. The power of 
attorney Mary provides states James is a "trusty friend”. My first impression when | saw this 
was he couldn't be her brother. | discovered that "trusty friend" could be a brother. This term 
just means | appoint this person as my representative. 


After completing much of the research above, many years later, in 2012 | discovered a 
distant cousin of mine matched several descendants of John Owens I, the Indian Trader. This 
doesn't mean I'm guaranteed to be directly descended from him, but does confirm our family 
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is related. Since the surname Owens is so common Y DNA testing is necessary to separate 
unrelated families. 


Coming back to our recent Ancestry DNA match looking 
at this family's research | noticed they placed David 


Na pan. Gf Vpn umes 
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Owens, who married the day before James (ere 


Owens Sr. and Sarah Broshears, as the son of David, ome 
grandson of John |. | had him placed as son of John 


Po Bee that Chery, 
ee Ai ce 


Charity signs son's permission 
Owens II and Susannah.. The former makes sense 


because we have a David Owens, of Indiana, giving 

testimony in the 1840's regarding another of John Owens I's sons Capt. George Owens. In 
his testimony David Jr. stated that he was the son of David, and Capt. George was his half 
Uncle. David had migrated with his wife Polly Miranda to Indiana from Bracken County, KY. 


Capt. George Owens had first settled in the Jeffersonville/Clarksville area in 1780, asa 
Captain of the Militia guarding the area. His brother David joins him in the Spring of 1782. | 
learned that Capt. George had sons named George and Thomas who were the additional 
men, by those names, found in marriage records, and tax lists in Bracken County, KY. This 
has been confirmed using marriage records and David's testimony. David stated 

Capt. George's wife was named Charity, in his testimony. We find a Charity Owens on 

a Mason, Kentucky tax list in 1792, plus mentioned in Mason County, KY marriage records. 
In neighboring Bracken County, KY we find her giving her son Thomas permission to marry in 
1801. This provides identification for one of the Thomases found in early Bracken county, KY 
records. Capt. George Owens was burned at the stake in 1789 and the family relocated to 
the Bracken County, KY area. A Davy Owens appears on a tax list for Mason County, KY in 
1790. This may be Capt. George's brother David? He may have joined Charity Owens in 
Bracken County, KY, but aged out of the tax lists or received some sort of exemption? 


We also find James II's daughter Sarah marrying Richard Gragston in 1791 Mason County, 
KY. This seems to confirm her as John II and Susannah's daughter, because an Isaac Gray 
was the surety for the marriage bond. A David Gray was appointed guardian for her brother 
John in Orphans court records. 


Now we have several branches of John Owens I's family in the Mason and Bracken County, 
KY area at the same time. Both John III and his brother David Owens, sons of John Il, 
inherited land from their father in Pennsylvania and Virginia, so likely never migrated 
anywhere. The remaining children of John Il and Susannah, inheriting no land, migrated to 
Kentucky. 


Can we tell who belongs to which branch of the family, and when they arrived in the area 
based on tax lists? As can be seen with early tax records in Bracken County, KY men seem 
to slip on and off the lists from year to year. They may be exempt due to military service, age, 
and financial circumstances. Men who look young can claim to be under 21, and avoid taxes 
for several years. With regards to the Owens family we know they tended to bounce around 
because of military service. The tax records are helpful, but these men could appear and 
disappear from the lists and still be in the area. We can't draw too many conclusions based 
on the lists. We can be reasonably certain that men on the lists are over 21, however, 
because no one wants to pay taxes unless they are required to. | found a Forgey relation on 
a delinquent tax list. So if you can't find them on a tax list they may be on a delinquent tax 
list. 


After James Owens Sr.'s mother-in-law, Hannah (Owens) Broshears, dies he and wife Sarah 
(Broshears) Owens join David and Polly (Miranda) Owens in Washington County, IN, in the 
mid 1820's. Does this suggest this is his brother? Or is this his cousin? The fact that James 
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Sr. could be an Uncle or Step-Uncle of Sarah, and he is very close to David, son of David, 
suggests to me that James Sr. may actually also be a son of the same David? 


More research will be needed to confirm my James D. Owens was the son of John II and 
Susannah beyond a doubt. | need to see the 1806 court case in Pennsylvania. A case no one 
has located yet. Court and land records need to be consulted in Pennsylvania in hopes of 
accurately identifying which James is the son of John Il and Susannah Owens. We will 
continue looking at DNA results in hopes of further supporting my family's relationship to 
John Owens | the Indian trader. 


If you don't have time to read the long story above here is a short synopsis | made using 
Treelines: https://www.treelines.com/story/12083-the-owens-family-always-on-the-move/ 
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George Owens son of Capt. George Owens still alive in 1850 


Tuesday, February 17, 2015 


RootsTech 2015 
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RootsMapper uses your Family Search Tree to map Ancestral locations. 


| enjoyed watching the live feed from RootsTech 2015, as usual, this year. | appreciate 
Family Search making this available to us for free. The keynote speeches this year didn't 
appeal to me as much as in previous years. | would like to hear more about tech or genetic 
genealogy during the keynote presentations. | enjoyed Donny Osmond's presentation. | know 
he, and his family, have been actively involved in researching their family history. I'm sorry an 
episode of a Welsh show called "Coming Home" is no longer available at Youtube. Donny 
Osmond was featured in a show episode where his family history in Wales was presented to 
him. They unrolled a long family history pedigree chart for him at one point; he seemed 
genuinely moved. | enjoyed his upbeat, energetic presentation at RootsTech. 


The "Innovator Summit Challenge Event" was interesting. The second place winner was my 
favorite. It allows searches on handwritten pages even in foreign languages. This would allow 
searching without indexing, it's called "ArgusSearch”". | personally have zero interest in the 
event winner "Story Worth". | might use the 3rd place winner sometime? It's called 
"GenMarketplace". You post a problem and researchers bid to solve it. 


Any technology that helps me Systematize and Analyze my research is 
what | want to know more about. The streamed sessions, at RootsTech, 
which appealed to me the most were: 


1. 30 Pieces of Tech | Can't Live Without Favorite website shared in this presentation 
ArchiveGrid which allows you to search archives for family information. 

2. Building a Genealogy Research Toolbox The best link from this presentation was 
Wolfram Alpha helps calculate relationships and provides other kinds of data 
computation. Good for nicknames. 

3. Getting Started in Genetic Genealogy Great for those starting out in Genetic 
Genealogy, | enjoyed it also. 

4. What's New at FamilySearch | thought this was an interesting presentation. | will 
continue to attach information to their tree but I'm hoping it's not a complete waste of 
time? Their are so many duplicates that need fixing I'm hoping my attached info 
doesn't get thrown out when merging occurs. The ability to search all of the trees for 
photos and other special content is nice. The best links to come out of the presentation 
were: "RootsMapper" my favorite toy from this year's RootsTech. "Find-A-Record" is 
another partner of Family Search with an app. for finding possible documentation for 
your family tree. It also spots problems on your Family Search tree. The problems 
found are so massive it would be a full time job for months to fix them (it's about as 
massive as tearing my house down and rebuilding in my case). 


You can watch some of the previously streamed sessions here. 
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My dream app. would be a page like the old iGoogle which would display messages from all 
sites, with messaging, including Ancestry.com. It would also display all of my DNA matches 
as they come in, and allow me to click to view their surnames. | would also like to see blogs 
like GeneaWebinars display their content directly on the same page. A list of new record 
content from all of the research sites would be great to see on the same page too. Genetic 
Genealogy is the future and RootsTech needs to focus on this area even more. We need 
help understanding how to use our results and integrate them with our traditional research. 
We need more apps. for genetic genealogy and | hope future innovators address our needs. 


| personally need an app. that cuts my internet connection after a certain number of hours, or 
at a certain time in the evening. Time to cut myself off and do come grocery shopping. Bye 
for now. 


Thursday, February 12, 2015 


The McDonald's Of DNA Does It Again! 


You can stop researching your family tree AncestryDNA has made it unnecessary. Just take 
their DNA test and they'll find your ancestors for you. They may not be the correct ancestors, 
but you can't have everything. Where did | learn of this latest innovation? You can read more 
about the announcement here. 


"Building on DNA Circles, in 2015 we will launch a new experience that will use the latest 
genetic technology to discover new ancestors without the customer having to search records 
or build a family tree. This new feature will transform how family history research is done by 
providing valuable hints to help experienced genealogist looking to break through brick walls, 
as well as open family history to a whole new segment of the population. Through this new 
experience, AncestryDNA customers will be able to discover new ancestors as far back as 
the 1700's by connecting into existing DNA Circles." 


Sounds like a dream come true for those uninterested in doing research? It is just a dream. 
You can't avoid the research process. AncestryDNA cannot manufacture a tree for you using 


DNA alone. There are some wonderful trees attached to DNA results which can produce 
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accurate Circles. In other cases, for instance, many people have the wrong ancestral 
information copied from old published genealogies. Those trees will contribute to inaccurate 
Circles. I'm not saying the Circles are a bad idea. | think they are a good idea if used 
properly; as hints only. Although they will never replace segment information for confirming 
matches. 


If you don't read the latest Ancestry press release carefully you may miss the fact that 
Ancestry is only providing hints. In their first sentence, describing the Circles, they state 

a customer can discover ancestors without doing research or building a tree. If you read 
further it says they are providing hints. This contradicts their first statement and suggests 
research is required. A few people were misled yesterday believing Ancestry could now 
correct all the bad trees on their site. That would be great, but is impossible at this point in 
time. 


The DNA testing companies are going to accentuate the positive when trying to sell their 
product. That's understandable. They shouldn't be grossly misleading however. The founder 
of Family Tree DNA has been openly critical over claims about what some say autosomal 
DNA can do. He has integrity. | would like to see AncestryDNA continue to grow their 
database in a way demonstrating they have some integrity. Many people walk away, after 
spending $110, dissatisfied with the results they receive. This happens when people don't 
understand what they are buying. This happens most often at AncestryDNA because they 
over state the accuracy of their product. 


| have to say | get a kick out of the ridiculous statements that seem to pour out of 
Ancestry.com. If they made reasonable statements about their product | would miss the 
comic relief. | wouldn't fall off my chair laughing anymore. On the other hand, | hate to see 
people spend money expecting to get one thing; but, instead walk away with something they 
aren't happy with. 


Sunday, February 8, 2015 


AncestryDNA Sells 100,000 Kits In 
December 2014 And Comparing Cousins 
Results 


Ancestry.com reported their 4th quarter earnings, and year end earning results, on February 
3rd ( you can listen to the full report here). | guess the AncestryDNA boycott hasn't caught on 
yet because they sold 100,000 kits in December of 2014 alone; that's double what they sold 
in the same month last year which was around 50,000 kits. Most of these kits, | suspect, 
were purchased by the Millennial generation who are interested in the Ethnicity results. This 
seems to be reflected in the Ancestry subscription numbers which are declining instead of 
growing. Ancestry lost 25,000 subscribers in 2014. I'm not sure whether adding a 
subscription requirement to see your matches’ surnames will increase subscriptions? The 
young people testing for ethnicity don't seem interested in looking at match information. | had 
planned on subscribing to the trees using the "Ancestral Insights" subscription. That was 
before they instituted the new subscription requirement for new accounts. | don't like to be 
coerced into buying a subscription so I'm thinking that purchase over now. 


Revenues are up for Ancestry.com in the 4th quarter. Losses are down compared to a year 
ago. There were some great sales last year apparently due to slowing sales. With such 
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incredibly high kit sales recently | don't expect to see another sale, at least until they process 


all the kits purchased in late 2014. AncestryDNA is driving revenue growth at Ancestry. 
AncestryDNA will be expanding into Germany and Mexico this year. 


Sounds like more novelty features will be added to the AncestryDNA product. Maybe a 
Neanderthal prediction? As | understand it these new features will not include the sharing 

of segment information. An interesting blog post was published this week about the DNA 
Circles and their weakness as a tool for determining how you are related to matches. The 
post Anatomy of a DNA Circle explains the problems faced when drawing conclusions based 
on Circles. When | contact matches at AncestryDNA, sadly, most don't understand the 
benefits of triangulation with DNA matches. AncestryDNA misleads their testers into believing 
they don't need to do anything except attach a tree. 


Like so many genetic genealogists I've been trying to figure out possible cousin relationships 
based on the amount of shared DNA. My Mom was born in Granada, Nicaragua to Charles 
Lynn Forgey, a US Marine based in Nicaragua, and his Nicaraguan wife Graciela Del 
Castillo. My mother was 4 years old when she came to the US. | have very little information 
about my Nicaraguan family. Luckily the civil registration records for Managua, Nicaragua are 
online. Unfortunately the records for Granada, Nicaragua aren't, and that's where most of my 
ancestors lived. I've been examining my Mom's Nicaraguan matches at AncestryDNA and 
Family Tree DNA. | had been contacted, a couple weeks ago, by a distant cousin whose Aunt 
matched my Mom at AncestryDNA. She is a "Very High" confidence match for my Mom, and 
my family was acquainted with her great-grandfather Francisco who lived not far away from 
my family here in Southern California. AncestryDNA predicts they are 3rd to 6th cousins. Her 
2nd cousin, on her only Nicaraguan line, also matches my Mom at FTDNA. Her 2nd 

cousin doesn't match my Mom as closely however. He is a 5th cousin remote sharing an 11 
cM segment. Looking at both of these predictions, plus the fact our families were acquainted 
with each other, I'm guessing 4th cousin? Don't know if | will ever be able to confirm that? If 
the Granada records still exist, and go back far enough, | may be able to discover our exact 
relationship.. 


I've been analyzing my cousin Darryl's results. These comparisons, again, highlight the fact 
it's nearly impossible to predict relationships past the 2nd cousin degree of relationship. The 
first chromosome chart compares him with his Aunt Loretta. He shares 1704 cM's total with 
her. The longest segment is 162 cMs. My mother and her niece share 1769 cMs. Longest 
segment is 156 cMs. Generally those who share this degree of relationship share between 
1500-2000 cMs. (got most of the cM averages from this ISOGG page here) 
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Aunt Loretta and Nephew Darryl 


A comparison of Darryl and I. We are first cousins. We share 1074 cMs. Our longest segment 
is 156 cMs. | share 1041.81, total cMs, with another first cousin. And the longest segment is 


75 cMs. First cousins generally share 548-1139 cMs. 
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First Cousins Darryl and Annette 


Moving on to a third Cousin to Darryl. He shares only 27 cM's with our third cousin; the 
longest is 16 cMs. Vastly smaller share than his Aunt Loretta and I. | share a total of 149 cMs 
with our third cousin. The largest segment is 69 cMs. Aunt Loretta share 182 cMs with the 
largest segment being 88 cMs. Third cousins generally share 16-111 cMs, | believe my Aunt 
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would be a 2nd cousin 1x removed from this cousin. Second cousins once removed 
generally share 19-197 cMs. 


ar «ith ERI - 8-0 7.2015 - 16:15 PM CST 


Comparing between 2nd cousin 1x removed and 3rd cousins 


Darryl's 3rd cousin 1x removed shares 35 cMs and the largest segment is 14.9. | share 91.5 
cMs and the longest segment is 32 cMs. Our Aunt Loretta shares 65 cMs the largest 
segment being 37.9. | share more DNA than my Aunt and cousin with this match. The 
average 3rd cousin 1x removed shares 0-99 cMs. 


Shares with Darrell Owens - Feb 7, 2015 - 15:36 PM CST 
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3rd cousins 1x removed and 3rd cousin 


Darryl shares DNA in the same place on chromosome 1 as a 5th cousin on our Melvin line. 
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We have great triangulation with this Melvin match. Again Darryl's segment is smaller at 7 
cMs but is in the same location. The rest of us share about 15 cM segments in the same 
place. 


Our segment Shares with Ijggggy@flitmme - Feb 7, 2015 - 17:49 PM CST 
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4th and 5th cousins to Melvin match 


Apparently Darryl's father, Thomas Kapple, inherited some segments from his father that my 
father, Robert Kapple, did not get. We don't know which line or lines of our Burgenland family 
this DNA was inherited from? This match shares the surnames Jost, Kurta, and Koppel. 
Since my Aunt inherited half of her DNA from her father | would have thought she would have 
inherited the longer segment. Instead her nephew Darryl shares the large 32.5 cM segment, 
and Aunt Loretta shares an 11.8 cM segment in the same place. 


Jand.csv - Feb 8, 2015 - 16:17 PM CST 
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Sunday, February 1, 2015 


AncestryDNA Non Subscription Accounts 
Downgraded Plus People Behind The 
Segments 


AncestryDNA Requires Subscription Search This 
Blog 


cS My Blog List 


Geneabloggers 
Blogiversary 
Spotlight: Empty 
Branches on the 
Family Tree 

2 days ago 


Arlene Eakle's 
Tennessee Blog 


| wrote last week that AncestryDNA now requires a $49 annual subscription to review The DAR, The 
matches for non subscribers. It's been very difficult to get specific details about this new WPA, and your 
requirement. After basically insisting on getting answers, | with the help of others, was Heit 


finally able to get more details. October 1, 2014 is when this change took affect. If you 

purchased a kit before this date your account is considered an "old account", and you can 

still see partial trees, surnames and maps. Future kits activated in old accounts also have Followers 
access to the old features. The "new accounts" (those who purchased kits after October 1, 

2014) now require a subscription to view any part of a match's trees, or surnames. In the past 

AncestryDNA representatives said the DNA portion of the Ancestry site would be maintained 

as a standalone product which would not require a subscription? (See an explanation of the 

changes below, and a video about what was available to non subscribers before and what 

non subscribers see now when they click on matches, see above.) 
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Ancestry © Hi Annette, sorry for any confusion or frustration regarding the fi 


D | access of DNA matches public trees. DNA kits purchased after October 01, ? 
2014 would require a subscription to see their matches trees. If you purchased E-} 2 
your test a year ago your test and your ability to see your matches trees will i) 
not be affected by this change. If you cancel your subscription you will still 


have access to your matches trees since your DNA test was purchased before “f> 
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Like - Reply - January 26 at 3:07pm 


% View previous replies 1 of 4 
<| Ancestry © Correct, as a benefit to the early adopters of the 
: AncestryDNA test we will continue to offer the same access for all 
your tests on your account, even the future ones. If you have any S i 
other questions about your account or DNA tests on your account, for : 
your privacy, we'd ask that you send us a private message here on 
Facebook. M J K 
Unlike - 91 - January 26 at 3:34pm 
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Another problem | have with AncestryDNA's decision, to require a subscription, is that you 
can build and access your own tree at Ancestry without maintaining a subscription. They 
allow you to add value to Ancestry's site with your research, pictures and documents but 


Favorite Links 


won't allow you to use your tree to make connections if you are a non subscriber. The DNA Burgenland Bunch 
tests aren't free and generally cost $110. | don't see why new non subscribers can't see what Leseceneic. 
the old non subscribers can see? If anon subscriber attaches a tree to their results their Genealogy 


matches can use it if they are subscribers, but the non subscriber can't. Unfair. I've removed 
my trees from my own results. 


Blog Archive 
Ancestry has had a rough start in this first month of the New Year. Their Chief Product V 2024 (1) 
Officer is leaving at the end of this month. They are now offering their DNA product for sale in Vv January (1) 
the UK. Apparently the price is higher there than in the US, which isn't going down well with Examining 
some people. Some records recently added to the Ancestry.com site didn't have any source Middle 
information. When someone asked for a source citation they were told they couldn't provide Names for 
one for contractual reasons. They did later offer a partial citation. I've been doing more alee 
research at the Ancestry site than usual the last few days. I've noticed the same problems 
others have reported; the search at Ancestry doesn't always find everything searched for. I've P 2023 (15) 
gotten some results that took me to the wrong page. | don't always get the same results with m 2022 (21) 
the same search? When the settings are set to show like matches this feature also fails to > 2021 (17) 
find some like matches that should be included. I've been using MyHeritage this week and 
find their search is the best available. I'm finding things using their search that are not coming m 2020 (18) 
up with any other search. The problem with MyHeritage is that you have to pay see the m 2019 (16) 
results of your search and the results are generally located on free sites. 

Pm 2018 (22) 

Pm 2017 (31) 
On the positive side Ancestry's President and Chief Executive Officer, Tim Sullivan stated, > 2016 (24) 
at the "Personalized Medicine World Conference 2015", they now have 700,000 people in 
their database. They are now beginning to move in a direction which may eventually lead Peete on) 
them to provide health results to testers in the future. Anew app was talked about at the > 2014 (53) 
conference which allows users keep a record of their health history. He stated that DNA was > 2013 (59) 
the "core to company mission." The importance of the DNA product at Ancestry, | believe, will 
lead them to release segment information at some point. | think once new testers become Pm 2012 (76) 
more familiar with what the segment information can do for them they'll start demanding this m 2011 (94) 
information. 
There are many interesting stories behind our DNA matches. Many DNA testers test to solve About Me 


a family mystery. Their stories are often fascinating. | love mystery novels, so | love hearing 
about how people use DNA and genealogy to solve long standing family mysteries. The 
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Genealogy Roadshow highlights and helps solve family mysteries which makes this show so a alas 
fascinating. A distant cousin contacted me this week and his story reminded of some of the View my complete 
stories featured on the Roadshow. A relative of his matched my Mom at a "Very High" match profile 


confidence level at AncestryDNA. This cousin's Great-grandmother met a Nicaraguan cousin 
of mine in the 1920's. He owned and operated a dance studio in Nevada. She had a 
whirlwind romance with him and they eloped. This was a short lived marriage probably owing 
to huge cultural differences. One party being Latin and the other Anglo, one Mormon and the 
other Catholic, which would have been huge differences in the 1920's. This distant cousin 
seems to have been a ladies man having affairs with women in many states. He didn't 
provide his true identity to his Reno wife. This family has had to do some research to find out 
his true name and learn more about their family. More research is needed to find out exactly 


Feedjit 


what happened to him, and his true family's identity. This would make a great story for The 
Genealogy Roadshow. 


| have spent a lot of time writing about AncestryDNA, mainly because of all of the changes 
they've made. Some people think DNA testing is a team support. As Leo Leporte often says 
people who own smart phones think they belong to a team. "I'm team Android, I'm team 
IPhone." DNA testing isn't a team support either. All of the companies provide nearly the 
same quality results with a few exceptions (some provide better tools for reviewing 
matches). | would recommend testing with all the companies if you can afford it. | might have 
a fit of pique with these companies from time to time, but they all provide matches that help 
with my genealogy. | don't think there will be much more to say about AncestryDNA for a 
while at least. I'm curious about their performance in the 4th quarter. We'll find out on the 3rd 
when they release the 4th quarter financial report. Otherwise it's time to move on and 
evaluate some new matches. 


Activate AncestryDNA kits 
from old accounts. They are 
grandfathered in so you don't 
have to pay the $49 fee 
annually to see Trees 


for your matches if you don't 
subscribe. 
(old meaning before Oct?) 


Friday, January 23, 2015 


Bait-And-Switch At AncestryDNA 
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= 


~, a 


» GAG ME WITH A SPOON 


Correction: the requirement for a subscription only 


applies to new tests after last fall's changes. You will get 


the screen shown on the right if you recently tested and Discover how you're connected. 
try to access trees. You will be required to pay at least @ mor a 


$49 a year to see any portion of a tree. 


| was absolutely blown away yesterday when my cousin's DNA results came back and we 
couldn't even view partial trees for his matches. | set up a free account for him. In the past 
you could view the first 7 generations of a match's pedigree without subscribing. You could 
even see more if you clicked on the names. Now you can't see anything without subscribing. 
I think this is highly unethical. When | bought my kit | understood that | would be able to see 
at least a partial tree without paying a dollar more. This test has suddenly become the most 
expensive test offered by any company. Without the trees the test is useless, other than 
getting the highly controversial ethnic results, there would be no reason to use their test. If 
you maintain the minimum subscription of $49 to see the trees the test would end up costing 
you more than $500 over 10 years. | would rather use that money traveling to ancestral 
locations. The test results, which are often changed for the worse, the glitches, and no 
segment information in the AncestryDNA database mean this test is absolutely not worth that 
amount of money. 


After learning about this bait-and-switch move by AncestryDNA I've decided | will eventually 
make my tree private. If Ancestry decides to make viewing partial trees free again | will 
unlock my tree. Anumber of people have linked to my tree so | will have to invite them to my 
private tree. 


So now when you buy an AncestryDNA kit for someone as a gift they will be required to 
maintain some kind of subscription to continue to see the trees. A gift that keeps on taking? 


In my last blog | shared the fact that a 3rd cousin 1x removed disappeared from my Mom's 
match list. It seems she purchased a test for another relative, and that relative now matches 
my Mom at the Extremely High Confidence level. Their result came in yesterday. This person 
appears to be a 2nd cousin 1x removed to my Mom. | will contact this match and see if she 
would be willing to compare at GEDmatch. | have a feeling they both share large segments. 
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@ Shared Ancestor Hint 


isis Minerva Browni Ae William Jennings Browning 
Grandmother Grand uncle 
| - | 
Charles Lynn Forgey FF Lute Roscoe Brownin 
Father o 


+st Cousin (1x removed) 
| 


i Edna Fay Forgey 
| Serf 


Saturday, January 17, 2015 


Which DNA Company Has The Best 
Matching System? 


people range confidence 

24 people 4th - 6th cousins 95% No longer matches 
83 people 4th - 6th cousins 95% No longer matches 
No family tree 4th - 6th cousins 95% No longer matches 
798 people 4th - 6th cousins 95% No longer matches 
23847 people 4th - 6th cousins 95% No longer matches 
No family tree 4th - 6th cousins 95% No longer matches 
2433 people 4th - 6th cousins 95% No longer matches 
3625 people 4th - 6th cousins 95% No longer matches 


| am now finally able to evaluate the new matching system, at AncestryDNA, which uses the 
Timber filter to eliminate supposedly IBS segments. | was quite shocked to find a 3rd cousin 
1x removed, who was a 95% confidence level match, now missing from my Mom's match list. 
This match is in a Circle with us and definitely isn't considered a match anymore. A cousin 
lost a total of 8 matches who were previously 95% confidence level matches, which no longer 
match at all. 


Now that I have this comparison information | can evaluate the 3 companies | have 
experience with i.e: Family Tree DNA, AncestryDNA, and 23andMe. 


1. 23andMe's system appears to be the best. Their matching procedure isn't as rigid as 
the others, which may result in false matches, but | believe they have a good 
confidence rating system which should provide enough guidance when it comes to 
establishing the likelihood that you are actually related. 


2. Family Tree DNA uses IBS small segments to determine matches. This sort of rating 
system can cause good matches to be lost. 

3. | rate AncestryDNA well below the others when it comes to matching. They phase 
results and now use a Timber filter to determine IBS segments. AncestryDNA 
processes as many as 30,000 kits a month. | believe the extra processing they do with 
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the kits affects the accuracy of their match results. They claim their processes have a 
low error rate. | personally think the error rate is higher than they claim. Their computer 
system is full of glitches which may also affect the match results? Both my Mom and | 
lost 3 previously 95% confidence matches ( one was a 3rd cousin 1x removed). A third 
cousin of mine lost 8 matches in the previously 95% confidence level. After phasing 
these matches looked strong, the Timber filter eliminated them completely. Timber also 
pushed a few 95% confidence matches into the Extremely High confidence level. A 
couple of these matches have extensive trees going back 8 generations. | can't find a 
common ancestor or even common places with them? 


| have to say | was sold on phasing after listening to AncestryDNA representatives talk about 
it. | believe it works well on a small scale, with more quality control than is possible when 
working with a high volume of kits. 


| think it would be best if all of the companies would use the same match criteria as 
23andMe, which is at least one segment which is 7 cMs and 700 SNPs. 23andMe sets a cap 
on the number of matches to avoid the problem AncestryDNA had with massive numbers of 
matches. | think the cap is a better idea than trying to filter out IBS segments and in the 
process losing good matches. 


Ancestry.com is more of an entertainment site rather than a serious genealogy site. A great 
blog post explaining the pitfalls of this approach was published this week "Ignorance is Bliss 
at AncestryDNA". | would still test with them; it's just important to realize their match 
procedure and confidence levels are flawed. | probably lost half a dozen matches | felt were 
likely true matches at AncestryDNA when the Timber filter was used. That's not a good thing, 
but | can live with that because the trees are so helpful. 


Sunday, January 11, 2015 


DNA News of the Week: 23andMe Digs Out 
Of Hole & No Chromosome Browser at 
AncestryDNA 


Review Your Answers 
Your Score a -_ “ = 
ie | You ie. Your ciass (29) 
| | Question 1 ~ CORRECT v2 x3 
Question 2 ~ CORRECT vw 22 %7 
Question 3 CORRECT v15 % 14 
Cones Question 4 Ww CORRECT vw 13 X16 
Incorrect: 0 Z | _ © | = 
Skipped: 0 Question 5 ~~ CORRECT ~w24x5 
Course Average: 69 


My first Exam for a Udemy Genetics course 


News out of the "Association of Professional Genealogists’ Professional Management " 
conference in Salt Lake City, from a blog post by the "The Legal Genealogist", AncestryDNA 
will not have a chromosome browser and that's final ( unless there is a management change 
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at some point). | would never pay $99 for the test without the chromosome browser. | believe 
it's worth $49. Ancestry's DNA business is the only thing driving new subscriptions at this 
point. | feel like this will help to keep Ancestry afloat for a while. Long term I think sales will 
slow down. Ancestry's database subscriptions are too expensive to maintain for years on 
end. You only save money if you subscribe to them for a limited time. If Ancestry had images 
of Deeds | would definitely maintain a subscription longer. | will have to cancel my monthly 
subscription soon. | just have too many other financial obligations to continue. I'm going a 
spending diet for a while. 


23andMe announced a deal with big pharma to examine the role of genetics in the 
Parkinson's disease process. It's a $10 million deal. | have no problem with 23andMe's use of 
customer information for research purposes. | believe everyone testing with them is aware 
that their primary goal is to collect DNA and use it to help customers understand health risk 
factors they may have, and compile customers’ health survey information to find common 
genetic characteristics of people with certain diseases. 


Listening to a Youtube video presentation by 23andMe founder Anne Wojcicki did bring up 
some good points. She was asked shouldn't the testers be paid for their contribution instead 
of the other way around? | don't know about offering free tests. | think that would be highly 
unlikely. | think $30 would be a fair price for the kind of information 23andMe offers, plus the 
fact they are profiting form the results. I'm considering testing with them but feel $99 is too 
much considering the results are still subject to debate. | was shocked when | read, in the 
"Time" article, that the number of testers dropped by half after the FDA suspended the health 
portion of the test. | think a drop in price would help to rebuild their database. Testing with 
23andMe for genealogy purposes has been helpful for some people. My particular family 
doesn't seem to be well represented in their database judging by my cousin's results. 


ISOGG updated their identical by descent information. | think the phasing that AncestryDNA 
does is helpful in weeding out IBS segments, as stated by ISOGG, even though it's not 
perfect. However I'm skeptical of their approach when it comes to filtering pile up matches. 
Reading "How Phasing Works and Determining IBD Versus IBS Matches" blog post at 

the "DNAeXplained — Genetic Genealogy" blog it sounds like what defines a "pile up" is 
variable. As few as 25 people sharing DNA in the same place may be considered a "pile up". 
So someone sharing 24 matches in the same place on a segment wouldn't be a "pile up"? 
I'm wondering exactly what the arbitrary cut offs really are? It seems ridiculous. 


I'm taking a Udemy Intro to Genetic Genealogy course. It's very interesting so far. Got 100% 
on my first examine. | love the ancient theory of preformationism. The idea that there are little 
preformed bodies in sperm is so funny. 


We got a new match at Family Tree DNA this week. This 
is a predicted 2nd to 4th cousin for my Mom. | found a 
dozen people triangulating on segments shared with this 
match, which | believe may be related to our Browning 
line. If | verify this it would cut my list of unidentified 
matches at Family Tree DNA by around 12. | know that at 


3 
4 
$ 
6 
7 
8 
9 


least one match shares the same Browning line with my i $j 

Mom and |. Several members of the same family tested ees 

with Family Tree DNA, and they share the same ae 

Browning match with us. | was thinking they shared this a 

same family line hundreds of years ago. Now I'm thinking 

it may have been more recently as the 2nd to 4th cousin prediction would suggest. | noticed 
their Combs line lived in Lawrence County, IN and Monroe County, IN where some of our 
Browning relatives settled. 
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My cousin's AncestryDNA kit is being processed now. Hopefully we'll see results in a couple 
weeks? 


AncestryDNA 


Darry! Kapple 


“Test in Process: Lab processing began on 01/08/2015 


YASTARTATREE $SETTINGS 


Saturday, January 3, 2015 


2014 Year in Genetic Genealogy: Looking 
Backward And Looking Forward 


1 Annette Kapple 
Ethnic Makeup 

European 

+ 

Middle Eastern 

+ 
New World 

+l 

African’ 


+! 


Family Tree DNA myOrigins was introduced this year 


Happy New Year 2015! 


We began the year 2014 with a push to grow our Forgey/Forgy & Forgie Y DNA project. We 
did grow it by several additional members. We added two additional men to the main 
grouping, and three are now outside the most common Y haplo group. We need to solve two 
of these NPE's. Hoping an autosomal test will show a female line of descent for one of these 
lines? 


My Mom and | tested with AncestryDNA this year. | tested in March and my Mom in July. I've 
found a couple dozen matches through Ancestry. | had a few taken away recently with their 
new pile up elimination filter. It's going to take a few years before we know how accurate 
Ancestry's methods really are. 


My Aunt Loretta tested with Family Tree DNA. Their new myOrigins ethnicity estimate was 
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very far off for her. The estimates for my Mom and | are closer to correct. 


My DNA Personal Highlights 2014: 


1. My Aunt matched an Owens descendant through the George Owens line. 


2. Confirmed a 3rd cousin once removed in my Owens' line. No breaks in our Owens line 
to William F. Owens b. abt. 1820 & Nancy Hicks. 

3. We triangulated with a Melvin match. Feel confident about our blood relationship to 
that line now. That takes the confirmed Hicks/Melvin line back to John Melvin b. abt. 
1776. 


4. | match a couple of Scrouf descendants and Darrell matches one. If this is a true DNA 
match it would take us back to John Owens b. abt. 1730. 


5. We confirmed Archibald Forgey is related to everyone else in the common Haplo 
Forgey/Forgy & Forgie grouping at Family Tree DNA. | also confirmed that my own 
family had a rare mutation on a slow moving marker that the Archibald line doesn't 
share. 

6. | found out our Thurman line is descended through a Richard Thurman and Sarah. The 
Y haplo for this line is the Viking Haplo I-M253. 

7. We still have a Forgey/Roller AncestryDNA match who is a 1st cousin once removed to 
Archibald Forgey's descendant Christy. Nan, her brother , and Aunt are also matches 
on the same line. 


8. Another important remaining match at AncestryDNA is with a Descendant of John 
Forgey son of Andrew Forgey and Margaret Reynolds. This is a very strong match for 
my Mom. This would confirm the Forgey line back to Andrew Forgey b. 1732 and 
Margaret Reynolds b. 1741. It's difficult to evaluate the validity to this match at 
AncestryDNA without seeing the shared segment. 

9. We have a different Samuel Forgy b. 1726 match now (lost a previous one). This 
seems to point to a relationship at around 7 or 8 generations. 


10. We've had several Moses Wray descendants match at both AncestryDNA and Family 
Tree DNA. | feel this line is confirmed back to Moses Wray b. abt. 1725 and Elizabeth 
Morris. We've had some Morris matches also, one additional generation back. 

11. | was able to identify a close match that was a mystery for a couple of years. She 
descends from Mary Magdalene Roller. 


12. We may have matches with a couple of Francis Browning b. 1672 descendants? | 
believe only my Mom matches these descendants? Her reach is much farther back 
than mine. 


Looking forward to some new AncestryDNA results in the New Year. My 1st cousin on my 
father's side, Darryl, is testing and a 6th cousin, Forgey line, is testing right now. My 

cousin Judy is also considering testing and would be able to compare with our Aunt, Darryl 
and |. | would like to see a Huvane line cousin test. So far that line is not represented at 
Family Tree DNA or Ancestry. | would also like to see an Owens male in my line test to at 
least 37 markers on the Y test. Right now we only have one in my line testing at 25 markers. | 
will also look into having another Forgey male tested. I'm hoping someone who stated he 
was previously interested, is still interested? 


What | will be keeping my eye on, from this point, is ethnicity estimates and brickwall related 
matches. Campbell, Owens, Forgey, Browning and Urmey are the names I'm focusing my 
DNA research on. I'm hoping the AncestryDNA Circles are fixed and expanded to make them 
more useful. 


On anon genetic genealogy note, it was nice to find the marriage date and place for my 
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Kapple grandparents. They had divorced and the date, oa =e 7 a 
and place, of their marriage had been forgotten. Found 


Event Type: Marriage Registration 
Event Date: 18 Aug 1928 


some new family picture posted to trees at Ancestry.com. Fee baie is ee ee 
Gender: Male 

Hope to find more pics posted this year. Marriage License Date: 18 Aug 1928 
Marriage Place: , Lake, Indiana 
Spouse's Name: Dorothy Mason 

[ . Spouse's Gender Female 

Our collective Year In Genetic Genealogy and iesisisisne cae 
Page: n 

the Year to Come: ee 


GS Film Number: 002416125, Digital Folder Number: 007578273, | 


New episodes of "Who Do You Think You Are?" are due 

out early this year (beginning February 24). According to 

Ancestry.com the ratings for the last season of this show were down from the previous 
season. Ancestry also said the CNN special about their anchors' family history stories was 
very successful. Ancestry also felt the last season of PBS's "Finding Your Roots" was a good 
investment for them. Expect to see more Ancestry commercials on FOX in the New Year. The 
FOX audience is a key demographic for them. I'm wondering if the DNA test sales will slow at 
some point? If they lower the price | believe their sales will continue growing. At the current 
$100 price I've found most average people aren't interested in testing. When they've had 
their $49 sales they've had blowout months. AncestryDNA is expanding their testing service 
outside the US this year, which will bolster sales this year. 


We had some wonderful learning opportunities online this year. Spencer Wells gave a 
fascinating keynote speech early last year at "Roots Tech". Jamboree featured some great 
DNA presentations. One of the best was "The Future of Genetic Genealogy" presented by 
the founder of Family Tree DNA Bennett Greenspan (full sequencing and IDing rare SNPs is 
the future). The International Genetic Genealogy conference (l4GG) also offered 
presentations online and was, and is, another great opportunity learning. These 
presentations are still available for purchase. Family Tree DNA and Ancestry also offered 
several webinars, and livestreams, regarding DNA and interpreting their products. 23andme 
offered a couple of live hangouts which were also very interesting. Several conferences in 
the British Isles also featured DNA presentations which are still available for viewing at 
Youtube. | found these presentations excellent. 


I've learned so much from the Facebook group International Society of Genetic Genealogy 
(ISOGG) this year. This group is such a good place to keep up with current news about 
genetic genealogy. You can also ask questions. Sometimes flash DNA sales are announced 
here. You have to be quick to cash in on some of these sales, as we found out, because they 
can end as quickly as they are announced. 


I'll be listening to "Roots Tech" presentations available online in February. | think it's a 
mistake to have former First Lady Laura Bush and her daughter, Jenna, speak. This should 
be anon political event. Introducing politics will just cause hostility. What happened to the 
tech part of "Roots Tech" anyway? The speakers should have some involvement with the 
Tech community, or at least genealogy. 


23andMe and MyHeritage will be collaborating in the new year. If 23andMe gets the green 
light to resume presenting medical results their database will grow faster again. 


AncestryDNA seems to be moving in the direction of reconstructing ancestral genomes, 
hence the new Circles centered around specific ancestors. This could be a difficult 
undertaking because of serious errors in some of the Ancestry trees. Many people just copy 
information from other trees. Everyone in a circle may have information from the same wrong 
tree. Everyone in a Circle may be related, but not in the way they expected? They may have 
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misidentified their common ancestor. The results of Ancestry's first attempt at this kind of 
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ancestral genome reconstruction were released late this year. 


2014 has been an incredible watershed year in genetic genealogy. We'll see if it can be 


topped in future years? 


Obedience MC PIKE Jacob ROLLER Eve Zirkle Nathan BROWNING 
2nd Great-Grandmother 3rd Great Grandfather 3rd Great-Grandmother 2nd Great-Grendtather 
(1788-1852) (8782-1861) (1762-1858) (1788-1837) 

Circle members 16 Circle members: 34 Circle members 34 Circle members-16 


eo : : 
Anna ROLLER Mary Magdalene Andrew FORGEY Jesse CALLAHAN 
2nd GreatGrandmother ROUSH 2nd Grest-Grendisther 2nd Great-Granofather 
(1707-1841) 4th Great Grandmother (1794-4879) (1795-1888) 
1) 
a . (1742-1815) , - : ae 
Circe members:17 


Obedience HOLLOWAY 
3rd Great-Grandmother 
(1747-1806) 
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Francis Browning Rachel Marriott 
1667-1723 1670 - 1775 


Joseph, Callaway Catherine Browni... 
1680 - 1738 1694 - 1732 


Family Tree DNA introduced a new tree interface this year 
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Sunday, December 14, 2014 


AncestryDNA Circles Rolling Right Off The 
Page & Other Oddities 


winexem and dine em. 


et em tell me what.to do. 


Ancestry and the little genealogists? 


I've been working on those novel AncestryDNA Circles, which are currently deep in beta. 
Why am | doing this when they aren't currently very interesting? Probably because I'm 
avoiding doing hated Christmas chores?? Ha, Ha, Ho! Ho! 


When | examined my Cousin Nan's Circles | noticed she had at least one that my Mom 
should be in. Upon further examination we should have 3 more than we have (that we even 
know about?). We've each had 9 Circles since the Circles started. In an effort to forget 
Christmas chores | plunged into the Circles. | tried changing the information to match the 
Circles we should be in. This hasn't resulted in creating any new circles yet? | heard that the 
Circles cycle every few hours. So | would think | should see any new Circles showing up 
within a day or so? 


| contacted Ancestry via Facebook messaging yesterday. They attempted to fix my Circles 
problem. Apparently they were not able to add any Circles. What they managed to do is 
replace one Circle ancestor with another. It appears our Circles are stuck on 9 (| thought we 
had 7 but it's 9). Something is wrong which isn't allowing us to gain anymore Circles? This is 
what | saw last night when they tried to remedy the problem. You can see (below) one 
ancestor is replaced with "feature not available". This ancestor was later replaced by another 
ancestor. 


Looking at the member trees for one Circle we're looking to join | noticed that one person 
doesn't even have the ancestor the Circle is based on in their tree. This person hasn't logged 
in since June? | take it he couldn't have changed the tree since the Circles were created? 


After even brief examination it's clear the Circles are deeply mired in Beta. We hope they can 
fix these problems because previous search function problems remain. | got another 
message from Ancestry recommending | call them about the problems with our Circles. | 
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learned to call them well before or after lunch. Backup phone Reps. apparently answer 
around lunch? | believe so because | called about a DNA test kit one time and the person 
seemed confused. They were like DNA test? Then they remembered, "Oh yay". 


So now | have a new Circle but I'm still missing 3 Circles we should be in? If we can get them 
all at once | would be satisfied. The Christmas chores are looking better now. 


<Djancestry Se Ee Urorace ETS 
| Home | Family Trees ~ | Search ~ [ona = | Collaborate ~ | Learning Center ~ | Publish shop + Git) Hreanooert STS | 


AncestryDNA 
Kenneth Edmondson ” 
Test in Process: Activated on 12/08/2014 nab Proapenes Done ) 


Annette Kapple | Select nother ent: » 
This test is shown to matches as annette_kapple 


© © Linked to Annette D. KAPPLE #SETTINGS 


A Feature unavailable 
Anna ROLLER Andrew FORGEY Jesse CALLAHAN 
3rd Great-Grandmother 3rd Great-Grandfather 3rd Great-Grandfather 
(1797-1841) (1794-1879) (1795-1866) 
Circle members:T Circie members:7 Circle members:7 


Wednesday, December 10, 2014 


DNA: Grading Autosomal Testing 
Companies 


What I've been doing so far with my test results is supporting my paper trail trees with DNA 
evidence. | haven't broken down any brickwalls yet, but I'm finding some evidence which may 
do that in the future. 


Having worked with the Autosomal DNA tests since 2012 I've formed some opinions about 


the different companies I've had experience using. 
Here are my grades based on my experience: 
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: a Cousin relationship | Tools for confirming a ‘ ‘ Customer Service ability : : 
Ti 
Companies Ethnicity predictons pralikicns Relationship: Family Tree interface eens eine Satisfaction Overall 


Family Tree DNA D D At D+ B 
AncestryDNA B+ Bt F At F 
Bt A Gt 


Not enough data Not enough Data c 


Click to enlarge 


Since the point of testing for me is to confirm relationships my overall scores reflect the tools 
provided by the companies to do this. Some explanation of my scores: 


Family Tree DNA: B Overall. Because they have good tools. If they used phasing they would 
get an A- overall. They need to improve their family tree interface and ethnicity predictions. 
AncestryDNA: C Overall. They would get an A if they had tools for confirmation of 
relationships. The trees here can be so horrible which creates a problem. Some are great, 
but others just make me crazy. They do have a new tool called Circles which is mainly a 
novelty. They provide good matches; which, unfortunately need confirming elsewhere. 
23andMe: C Overall. This grade reflects the low query response rate, and the low level of 
family knowledge of the database matches. 


| looked at this review of AncestryDNA yesterday and it inspired me to grade the companies: 
My AncesitryDNA Review: A Cautionary Tale. Interesting post. 

The International Society of Genetic Genealogy has a great page comparing the DNA testing 
companies. 


Sunday, December 7, 2014 


Are The New Moderate Matches Good? 


| had to correct this post again. Timber is a filter that AncestryDNA uses and could be a 
reason for the segment size differences? Breaking up of compound segments through 
phasing is another possible reason You can view an explanation of Timber here. 


Some people feel the Timber system is flawed? | would like to Know more about it. 


Because of the possibility of a phasing error | wouldn't completely disregard moderate 
matches. Some of these share large segments of DNA not reflected in the phased results. 
There is a phasing error rate of 1 for every 100 heterozygous sites in a sample. 


Since GEDmatch is now working again | decided to do some research on my AncestryDNA 
matches. | was curious about those Moderate about 6cM and under matches. | did some 
searching on my Moderate match usernames to see if | could find any to compare with. A few 
had uploaded to GEDmatch and | quickly discovered the cM ranges they gave for Moderate 
matches were way off. | found that one of these matches shared a 15 cM segment and 
another an 18 cM segment, while yet another shared an 8 cM segment. Why put out these 
estimates at all? Why not explain these are Timber filtered and phased so the results can't be 
compared elsewhere? 


The illustrations below demonstrate the differences between the Timber filtered and 
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phased results from AncestryDNA and the unphased, unfiltered GEDmatch and Family Tree 
DNA results. 


The Extremely High match | found is obviously extremely good. Good call here. 


iS Location [End Location] Centimorenne (| SNPs 
48101288 | 53117358 | = 10.1 ‘| 1331 


Approximate amount of sharing: More than 30 centiMorgans 
Likelihood you and your match share a single recent common ancestor (within 5 or 6 generations): 
Virtually 100% 
Description: You and your match share enough DNA to prove that youre both descendants of a common 
ancestor (cr couple}—and the connection is recent enough to be conclusive. 


Now we move to a Very High Comparison. We share a couple segments so I'd agree. 


Likelihood you and your match share a single recent common ancestor (within 5 or 6 generations): 
99% 


Description: You and your match share enough DNA that we are almost certain you're both descendants 
of a recent common-ancestor {or couple). 
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Just plain High. Ok we just have on segment so I'Il go with that. It's near the range. 


Approximate amount of sharing: 12-20 centiMorgans 
Likelihood you and your match share a single recent common ancestor (within 5 or 6 generations): 
95% 


Description: You and your match share enough DNA that it is likely you're both descendants of the same 
_ difficult to identify. 


te] Siar oaton [End Location] Cenimoremns MD] SNPs 


Total of segments > 7 cCM=24.1cM 
Estimated number of generations to MRCA = 4.6 


Now we move to Good matches which are sometimes better than High? I noticed that 
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these Good matches also match me at Family Tree DNA and the segment sizes are 
basically the same there, and they declare these matches to be 2nd to 4th Cousins 
instead of distant. 


Approximate amount of sharing: 6-12 centiMorgans 
Likelihood you and your match share a single recent common ancestor (within 5 or 6 generations): 
More than 50% 


Description: You and your match share some DNA, probably from a recent common ancestor or couple, 
but the DNA may be from distant ancestors that are difficult to identify. 


Sort By: Match Date Name: staci Ancestral Surnames: | Appty | 
Match | Relationship Known Shared 
Date Range Relationship cM 
10/9/2013 2nd Cousin - 4th Cousin pt = 48.00 
ts Taken: FMS + Compare in Chromosome Browser Longest Block: 29.00 Y¥: N/A | 
Download Matches: fl | 


Image size reduction: 1/22 


31827425 | 58286370 | 30.7. ~— (| 65117 


Chr 15 


Image size reduction: 1/21 


Chr 16 


Image size reduction: 1/22 


Good Confidence match 


fs | asizsso7 [uwmasis | 253 ‘(2579 


Chr 9 


Innage size reduction: 1/31 


Chr 10 


Image size reduction: 1/37 


Good Confidence match 


Good confidence match 
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Moderate matches are all over the place cM wise. Likely range from 5 cM's to 20 cM's. 


| Approximate amount of sharing: 6 centiMorgans or less 
Likelihood you and your match share a single recent common ancestor (within 5 or 6 generations}: 
20-50% 
Description: You and your match might share DNA because of a recent common ancestor or couple. 
share DNA from very distant ancestors, or you may not be related. 


Chr] Sart cation End Location] Centinorgns ND [SNP 


| 6 | 157906506 | 167659759 | 183 | 330 


Moderate Confidence 
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15 cM segment Moderate Match 


Wednesday, December 3, 2014 


How DNA Segment Data Has Helped Me 
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Big time triangulation 


When | first took the Family Tree DNA, Family Finder autosomal DNA test, | had no idea how 
| could use the segment information to prove my matches. It seemed very complicated. | 
quickly found out the mechanics of it weren't that complicated at all, and it's necessary to 
prove relationships with cousins. 


The first cousin | confirmed through DNA was a 5th cousin | had been collaborating with for 
several years. We could be fairly certain our segments came from our paper trail lines 
because we don't appear to have any other relationship according to our trees. When my 
Mom tested and shared the same segments we knew for certain they were IBD through my 
maternal line. We also could be sure we were not related through my mother's maternal side 
which is Nicaraguan, and my cousin has no Nicaraguan ancestry. 


When examining the segment information for my 5th cousin we notice she shares more than 
one segment. | have found if someone shares more than one segment, including one over 10 
cM's, and the others about 5 cM's or over, a relationship within the past 6 generations 
generally can be found. Also my 5th cousin has had her brother and aunt tested adding 
confidence to the IBD segments. We can see her brother shares a 5 cM segment which is 
IBD because 4 of us share on the same segment, and the others segments are in the 

high confidence, IBD size, range. All of us sharing these particular segments are descended 
from double first cousins. So we cannot say from which ancestral couple we received these 
segments? If we can find other cousins who match on these segments and they are not in 
our double first cousin line we could then say we got these segments from a particular 
ancestral couple. 


w i) = 
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I've been able to identify how other cousin matches are related in a similar way by fishing for 
them in my matches. | was only aware of one cousin in the Family Tree Data base when | 
started. By looking at the trees of my matches at Family Tree DNA I was able to find possible 
connections. When | spotted a shared ancestor | would use the "in common with" feature 
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provided by FTDNA to see others who share DNA on the same segments. | would then check 
to see if we had triangulation by using the chromosome browser tool. By comparing these 
matches 5 at a time | can spot individuals who share DNA on the same segment. If this 
person, sharing on an identified segment, had no tree posted | would email them to let them 
know we may share a common ancestral line based on segment sharing. I've been able to 
identify additional cousins sharing on the same segments that way. 


| also check for ICW matches when | get a new match and the cousin relationship is closer 
than remote cousin. 


Attempting to identify every possible match helps to firm up the segment data, and cross off 
some matches from the list. This could help brickwall related matches to surface by reducing 
the number of matches. 


Through the process | described | was able spot 15 

people sharing DNA in the same place on Chromsome = 
18. All of the shares are in the presumed IBD cM range. = ° 
This could be a pile up area, butone personalso  ——i“‘itstéiSSS 
matches with me on another chromosome, suggesting a 
closer ancestral connection rather than a pile up. Most of 
these matches don't have trees so it's impossible to 
draw a conclusion on who the common ancestors are? 

It appears that the 2nd to 4th cousin match sharing a 33 cM, and 18 cM, segment might be 
related through the Wray family? The Wrays migrated to Allen County, Kansas in the 1850's. 
This particular match also had family in Allen County, Kansas. The surname Ray appears in 
another common match's tree. The places listed on a few other ICW matches trees also point 
to Wray/Morris being our shared line. | can't say all 15 people are from this line without more 
proof. | was reading Roberta Estes’ blog the other day and was reminded about the Matrix 
which is another tool at Family Tree DNA. With this tool | was able to learn that all of the 
matches on segment 18 also match my 2nd to 4th cousin, with the Allen County, KS roots. 
This is encouraging me to pursue this further. 


i’ 


Hq 


Matrix showing nearly 
everyone matching 


| have not been able to give my Irish and Nicaraguan 
segments family names. The only family surnames | know 
of in Nicaragua are Del Castillo and Garcia. In Ireland the 


only family surnames | know of are Mullen and 
Huvane/Huane. | have one Del Castillo match. | haven't 
found any cousin matches based on the other names. | 


2 ~ 


a 2 eS 


always keep an eye out for these names. Triangulation of matches 

from the same area in Ireland 
The Nicaraguan matches don't usually have exact locations 
in Nicaragua. | know my family is from Granada, Nicaragua, so | keep an eye out for those 
matches. My Grandmother Graciela Del Castillo-Forgey had a number of Nicaraguan friends. 
| am familiar with their surnames, and I'm finding those names in our matches, names such 
as Lacayo and Chamorro. According to my Grandmother first cousins often married in 
Nicaragua so it may be difficult to separate out these DNA segments due to so much 
intermarriage. This may also be true on my Irish side, because the population was small in 
our ancestral locations. My family came from the Townland of Pollaturick in Galway, Ireland, 
and the Townland of Kilvine in Mayo, Ireland. | find it rewarding when my matches ancestors 
come from the same small area of Ireland as my family. | have a triangulation with several 
matches from the same small area of Ireland. Since most genealogical relevant records for 
Ireland have been destroyed | don't expect we'll ever find the names of the ancestors who 
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passed these segments down to us. It's great to have the ancestral locations confirmed 
through DNA anyway. 


Chr] Start Location] End Location | Centimorgans (€M) 


95,257,192 5.0 


SNPs 


7 | 89,883,036 1,297| 


Itty bitty Owens segment. An unnamed company would call this a moderate match?? 


When it comes to brickwall lines and segments | haven't been able to use the segment data, 
yet, to absolutely prove a relationship. We need more segment matches to add weight to our 
paper trail inferences. Right now | only have segment data for single segment in a particularly 
challenging brickwall line. | have brickwall related matches at fill-in-the-blank -------- 
Company. They don't provide segment data. So | have no segment data on for these 
matches, | won't be able to triangulate or confirm these matches. The segment | have is only 
5 cM's, which | can't be confident is IBD. It would be great to find more and larger segments, 
and triangulation on the brickwall lines. 


How segment data has helped me: 


1. They've provided actual proof that I'm related to a cousin. Without having the segment 
information there is no proof you are related to anyone. If a company provides you with 
a list of match names it's meaningless. We need to cite the DNA evidence like we cite 
documentation on our tree. We need to cite numbers and chromosomes. Not having 
this information is like only looking at an index to records without seeing the actual 
records. You don't have possession of the evidence without segment data. 

2. I've been able to infer, then prove, a relationship with several matches based on 
matching on the same segments. Some of these people didn't have trees. When | 
emailed them they would often confirm the relationship through a particular line. 

3. The segment information allows me to evaluate which matches are the most promising 
for further study; such as those sharing more than one segment. 


Problems with segment comparison 


1. Segment comparison in an endogamous population is not useful at this time. It only 
works well in mixed populations where there are more differences in the DNA 

2. Many of us with Early American ancestry find a web of relationships among our 
matches which is hard to untangle. If you test enough family members this can often 
be over come. 


3. Segments under 5 cM tend to be IBS and should not be used to draw 
conclusions. Some people are unaware of what the differences in segment size mean, 
and draw conclusions using IBS segments. 


I've been able to work the DNA results by dividing them into piles based on ancestral 
locations. My family has such a varied ethnic heritage, making this possible. | can 

also divide matches by my maternal and paternal sides, because my Mom tested. My Mom's 
line can be divided in half because her mother was Nicaraguan, and her father was Northern 
European American. If | find a Nicaraguan match | can be confident it's from my Del 
Castillo/Garcia line. When | name segments | assign them to a couple based on the earliest 
shared ancestral couple on our trees. 


The segment information has been the most useful, to date, in supporting my paper trails. 


Sometimes my paper trail is confirmed through shared ancestral names, other times it's 
shared places. 
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| have to say seeing the shared segments is rewarding. | mean actually seeing the shared 
segments with my own eyes. | think it's more exciting than seeing a list of match names. 


Some blog posts about segments from authorities on the subject: 


1. "The Folly of Using Small Segments as Proof in Genealogical Research" Part One. By 
CeCe Moore 


2. "Small Matching Segments — Friend or Foe?" By Blaine Bettinger 


3. "Chromosome Browser War" By Roberta Estes 


ee 
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Friday, November 28, 2014 


Dear Myrtle Video Leads To Revisiting Of 
My Own Ethnicity Results 


Looking at the AncestryDNA ethnicity results again after watching Dear Myrt's video | see that 
the Scandinavian population does overlap into Germany. Great Britain extends into France 
and Germany also. This would make more sense when it comes to interpreting my own 
admixtures. The ranges are so broad they really can't miss. 


Looking at my Aunt's DNA ethnicity results from Family Tree DNA there are missing portions. 
My Grandfather Rudolph Kapple, my Aunt's father, was born in Hungary. His family lived in 
the Austro-Hungarian empire for centuries. Since my Aunt got half of her DNA from him half 
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of the pie chart should reflect his ancestry, but 20 percent is missing? The 29% would be 
correct. I'm giving the 1% Asia Minor to him also. He didn't have any British ancestry that | 
could find. The other half of the pie chart representing my Grandmother Dorothy 
Mason should show some Central European ancestry, since my grandmother was a quarter 
French, and the rest would be British Isles which is accurately reflected. 


s Britishisies mEastern Europe's Asia Minor 


Kapple Grandparents Family Tree DNA 


The suggested ethnic breakdown for my Forgey grandparents looks quite accurate at 
AncestryDNA. My Mom's pie chart should divide in half to represent her parents, and it nearly 
does.. I'm giving the Middle East result to my Grandmother Graciela Del Castillo believing 
that would more likely come from her line. The Native American has been identified as 
Mayan, and would be from her line too. She was born in Nicaragua. Her mtDNA is African so 
that would be her admix also. My Grandfather Charles Forgey was born in Indiana and his 
ancestry on paper is Scots-lIrish and German. Half of my mother's results are representative 
of Northern European ancestry which would have come from my grandfather's line. | decided 
to label this pie chart according the admixtures of my grandmother, and just called the rest 
Northern European representing my grandfather. 


mw African «= MiddleEast a ltaly/Greece e«lberian m= NatieAmerican§ » Northem Europe 


Forgey Grandparents AncestryDNA 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2017-08-01T 14:28:00-07:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 23/36 


1/18/24, 10:57 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


These admixture estimates have come a long way since | first tested. They are getting much 
closer to correct. Although the margin for error they give themselves leaves room for 
interpretation in many different directions. 


Wednesday, November 26, 2014 


"Finding Your Roots" Season Finale & What 
is AncestryDNA V.2 Worth? 


es Western-and Central european » British Isles 
= Eastern Europe Southern Europe 
aw Easter Middle East =» West Africa 


Chart Produced from Family Tree DNA results and Excel 


The "Finding Your Roots" Season finale was one of their best shows of all time. | love seeing 
other peoples' admixture charts, and this episode focused on them more than usual. As 
promised DNA played a central role in this episode. Diversity was the theme of episode 10. 
DNA was used to show how interrelated we actually are. 


Looking at the DNA charts presented for Jessica Alba you can definitely see the settlers of 
Mexico, like Central America in general, did mix with the Native population and African 
slaves. Central America is where my 2% African came from. The earliest settlers of the 
Spanish colonies in the New World were mostly male. They would often take local women or 
African slaves as concubines. The Caribbean had a longer history of slavery than Central 
America and a higher slave population; therefore, the African admixture is generally higher in 
those parts of former New Spain, than Mexico or Central America. So we see traces of 
African in Jessica's results, and her father's DNA, which are small compared to the 
Caribbean. Also it's common for Iberian descendants to have some Jewish admixture. 


It's interesting that I listened to the Epilogue of Malcolm Gladwell's "Outliers" yesterday. A 
portion of the episode tied in with Malcolm's family's experience in Jamaica. Malcolm's 
mother was racially mixed. Instead of that being a barrier for her family it was actually 

an asset. When white slave owners took African slaves as wives their children actually 
moved up the social ladder and the children were no longer slaves. They weren't ostracized 
like the children of white slave owners in this country. This fact benefited his family for 
generations to come. 
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The opposite experience can be seen when looking at the Mulatto ancestry of Prof. Gates' 
and his relations in Virginia. CeCe Moore, the show's genetic research specialist, uncovered 
through DNA, a fascinating ancestral story. Looking for white ancestry in his tree she found a 
white slave owner who freed his female slave then did the unthinkable, he took her as his 
wife. This was so unheard of and the local population was so dumbfounded by this, they 
couldn't decided how to categorize him? To them he was no longer part of the white 
community. They assumed he must be mulatto? His race was in flux on Census records 
during his lifetime. This slave owner's unusual position in society put his family in danger. 
They were forced to create their own settlement of Mulatto's in an isolated area. It's great to 
see that relatives still live in the same area. Descendants of this community come together 
for family reunions. The reunion shown in this episode was very moving. 


Another surprising revelation during the show was that Gov. Deval Patrick's (first African 
American Governor of Massachusetts) direct line Y and mtDNA ancestors were white. Their 
haplogroups were European. He discovered what we all have, that we are no longer 
predominately from a single ethnic group in this country. This transformation began early on 
in American history. We are becoming more and more ethnically mixed. We are truly 
Americans. We hope this leads to better relations between different factions in this country? 


My man Anderson Cooper had a brief appearance in this episode. He was happy to see 
some Chilean Indian blood in his admixture results. 


It was great to finally see CeCe Moore, a professional genetic genealogist, appear on the 
show. Her contribution to the show was great. She was so composed on camera she should 
get her own genetic genealogy show. 


During the final moments of the show Prof. Gates said goodbye "until next time" which we 
hope will be soon! 


Just a few more words about AncestryDNA V.2. | was pretty happy with the results initially . 
Going through them a little more I'm finding cousins I've compared with, at GEDmatch and 
FTDNA, who shared more than 10 cM segments missing. Fewer matches isn't panning out to 
be better matches. | saw someone else post that the Extremely High confidence matches 
aren't as close cousins as the definition would suggest. There seems to be problems with 
their rating system and algorithms? We've lost some good strong matches, and they left in 
some terrible 6 cM and under matches? | guess that's what you'd expect from the company 
that declared everyone in the world is part Scandinavian and defended this finding when they 
were criticized. 


Another factor diminishing the usefulness of the AncestryDNA V.2 product is the fact you can 
no longer download your matches. For a limited time you can download the V.1 matches, but 
you can't download your current match information. You could do this previously with the 
Ancestry Chrome DNA extension, which no longer is functional. CeCe Moore demonstrated 
how important it is to be able to easily sort through data about your matches’ ancestors. She 
was able to find a pattern of shared ancestry which aided in finding the fascinating ancestor 
and story that was eventually uncovered for Prof. Gates. It would be great to be able to 
download names and locations so this kind of pattern can be uncovered. | don't expect 
AncestryDNA to ever do anything like this. AncestryDNA focuses on the superficial. They 
want to over simplify the process, to make it look like you only have to take the test to get all 
the answers without anymore effort on your part than posting a tree. Getting a true picture of 
your ancestry with DNA requires some effort, and can't be mass produced in factory 
assembly line style. People often don't read the instructions on how to interpret the results 
and assume the cousin relationships are exact. They don't feel the need to check the exact 
relationship. The entire product at Ancestry.com is a mix of excellent information 
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and ridiculous speculation. Very odd! 


Portions of Ancestry.com's site should be labelled "for entertainment purposes only". If they 
had some serious DNA tools it would scare people into thinking that more than just testing is 
required of them. Some thinking may actually be required, god forbid? 


Factoring in the diminished value of the AncestryDNA V.2 product | would say $49 is what it's 
worth to me in its present state. | don't feel like its worth $99 at this point. 


Family Tree DNA has some great tools for the serious researcher, which make it worth the 
price. Unfortunately it has a much smaller database to compare with. We hope many more 
AncestryDNA testers take advantage of their raw data transfer offer, so we can confirm 
Ancestry's sketchy results. By the way, Family Tree DNA is having a Holiday sale right now. 


| was in pie chart heaven while watching "Finding Your Roots" last night. | decided | need to 
make some of my own based on my results from AncestryDNA and Family Tree DNA. | 
realize that these results aren't cast in stone, but | enjoy looking at them anyway. | used 
Excel and the Kids' Zone graph maker that Randy Seaver had recommended for a "Saturday 
Night Fun" project. 


Happy Thanksgiving everyone! 


Annette Kapple 
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Saturday, November 22, 2014 


Does AncestryDNA Respect The Genetic 
Genealogy Community? 
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Respect 


For as long as Ancestry had been in the Autosomal DNA business the genetic genealogy 
community has been requesting the addition of a chromosome browser. Why should 
Ancestry cater to this community? What has this community done for them? Here is _ partial 
list: 


1. They are the best unpaid spokespeople the company has. They explain how the 
product works and how best to use it with presentations at conferences, on videos 
posted online, and in blogs. 

2. They increase sales of the product through the same presentations. 

3. The Facebook International Society for Genetic Genealogists group has 5,975 
members (and growing). Whenever Ancestry has any kind of announcement or sale 
the news is posted here, and everywhere by genetic genealogists. 

4. Serious genetic genealogists buy multiple kits. Using the ISOGG Facebook site as an 
example if, say, 3,000 of these members buy an average of 5 kits that's 15,000 kits 
sold. 

5. | know that those who head the genetic genealogy community have increased sales for 
AncestryDNA by much more than 15,000 kits. 

6. The word of mouth at sites like Facebook is probably one of the best advertising tools 
Ancestry has. The genealogy community in general at Facebook is very large. The 
genetic genealogy community members have non community members as friends, and 
they read our posts about testing at AncestryDNA and become interested themselves. | 
would think | have probably been responsible for around 12 (maybe even more?) 
people testing with Ancestry, and I'm not as influential as the others. 

7. The genetic genealogy community also contributes some of the best researched, and 
most extensive trees that Ancestry has. 


Why do we need a chromosome browser: 


1. Amajority of the members of the genetic genealogy community use a chromosome 
browser to compare their segments. 

2. Comparing shared segments helps us to identify which family lines we are related on. 

3. The size and number of segments is an important factor when it comes to determining 
how strong a match is. 


4. Remember we had twice or three times more matches just a week ago. Many of us 
wasted a great deal of time on low quality matches that are now gone. Let us see the 
quality of our matches with our own eyes so we don't waste valuable time. 


5. Working with a chromosome browser is educational and expands our minds. It's great 
to show this feature to children, and grandchildren, to get them interested in science. 
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My Circles are fairly static so far. Some people have no circles. Don't think they will 
generate long term interest. 

6. Sustaining interest is another good reason to introduce testers to segment comparison. 
Collecting segments gives people a reason to come back to the site. Static circles 
won't. New matches will mean more segments to compare. These new matches may 
not fit into a Circle. 

7. The best argument is "Trust but verify" your results. You can only do this with a 
chromosome browser. 


Genetic genealogy can be compared to stamp collecting or keeping a baseball scorecard 
while watching a game. Baseball enthusiasts record all of the game statistics, hits, runs etc. 
This is part of the fun for them. Genetic genealogy enthusiasts collect DNA segment 
information. This is also part of the fun of the process. Like stamp collectors we like to see 
the segments. Not seeing them is like a stamp collector buying stamps while the seller 
actually keeps them. You own them but can't see them? It's like the seller keeps telling you 
how nice the stamps you own are but you can't see them. AncestryDNA has our segment 
information locked away leaving us in the dark. 


The new tools are a step in the right direction, but not good enough. 


The argument against providing a chromosome browser has often been privacy. So why not 
do what 23andMe did and require those comparing to consent to do so? 


AncestryDNA would get more positive word of mouth at social media sites if they provided a 
chromosome browser. | see a great deal of negative posts about AncestryDNA's refusal to 
provide a chromosome browser. Imagine the boost to sales if the posts were more positive! 


Please demonstrate your appreciation to the Genetic Genealogy community for all they've 
done for AncestryDNA and add a chromosome browser. 


Thursday, November 20, 2014 


Hitting The Earth: AncestryDNA Reality 
Check 


Reality struck me yesterday when | learned approximately how much DNA I share with some 
of my AncestryDNA matches 


There were many thousands of weak matches. Most are gone. Some extremely low 
confidence matches remain and they are now called moderate? With the old version 
moderate actually meant your match was strong. These old moderate matches are 

now generally called good to high. The moderate designation is now given to those sharing 6 
cM's or less??? My designation would be Extremely Low for the moderate matches. As 
Ancestry states you may not be related at all to these matches. 


Looking at some of my starred matches I've discovered that most are in the Good category, 
sharing approximately 6-12 cMs. I've actually compared with one of these matches and we 


shared a 14.7 cM segment. Another one of these matches in the Good category shares an 8 
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cM segment according to FTDNA. 


I've been wondering how strong my important Owens line match is. | asked this match to 
compare at GEDmatch. They haven't yet. Now I see we are a Good match so I'll keep 
pursuing this match (this is a distant 7th cousin so I'm satisfied with 6 -12 cMs). Others that 
have dropped down to moderate I'll check against my Mom's matches to see if they have a 
better confidence level a generation back. 


Our Browning matches look very strong ( High and Extremely high) and should help to 
extend our tree further back. It would be great if we could compare in GEDmatch? 


Really the best thing coming from the changes for me is seeing exactly how strong a match 
is. That's the meat and potatoes of all this. 


Now that | have a better idea of how many cM's we share | can decide where to focus my 
attention. When they give the cM approximations, however, they aren't clear about what the 
total represents? It seems to represent the largest segment or segments? 


My conclusion is based on the fact that when you include smaller segments the totals are 

much higher. | know this from looking at the same matches at Family Tree DNA. | share 41 
cM's with a cousin at FTDNA but the probable range at Ancestry is much lower around 12 

cM's -20. So, at least, they aren't totaling in tiny segments. 


According to AncestryDNA the extremely high matches are 


at nearly 100% confidence level that you share a common 
ancestor in the past 5 to 6 generations. | figure this is the best vere: 
place to start trying to establish connections. Going back over oe 
these matches I'm still only able to confirm a link with 3 out of — 
8 extremely high matches. | can't establish matches for 5 of = 
these for various reasons. Mainly because my matches don't — = 
have trees going back farenough, = = =  (pecqmgm vam —= 
—* 


| am seeing 2 Campbells in the extremely high group which is 
my brickwall line. I'll be working on trying to find a connection 
with this line. Both of these Campbell lines are from 


Extremely High Confidence 
matches 


Tennessee. 

| understand that the AncestryDNA system for determining matches is more complicated than 
comparing segment size. For my own piece of mind | like using triangulation because the 
phasing process is not fool proof. | feel sorry for people like some of those at today's 
Ancestry.com live broadcast who are relying completely on Ancestry to name their ancestors 
for them without questioning the process at all. An AncestryDNA "scientist?" is writing a blog 


post to tell us why we don't need a chromosome browser. Can't wait to see what the BS 
arguments are against it. 


Wednesday, November 19, 2014 


"Finding Your Roots" Ep. 9 & AncestryDNA 
Giveth and Taketh Away (So Far So Good) 
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2j2 


Nathan BROWNING Obedience MC PIKE Jacob ROLLER Eve Zirkle 


3rd Great-Grandfather 3rd Great-Grandmother 4th Great-Grandfather 4th Great-Grandmother 
(1785-1837) (1788-1852) (1762-1881) { 1762-1858) 
Girele members:16 Circle members-16 Circle members:32 ‘Gincle members:32 


Johannes Roller 


Sth Great-Grandfather 
(1797-1841) {1725-18 16) (1764-1879) {17@5-1866) 
Circle members7 Circle members 47 Circle members 7 Girdle members:7 
Obedience HOLLOWAY 
4th Great-Grendmother 
(1747-1806) 
My AncestryDNA circles 


"Finding Your Roots" Ep.9 created a challenge for the shows research staff. This show 
focused on Greek ancestry and featured the guests George Stephanopoulos, Tina Fey, and 
David Sedaris. With very little to go on in Greece due to invasions, which resulted in records 
being destroyed. It took some serious digging to unearth anything. Record loses are 
something we've all had to deal with. Ireland is a real bear when it comes to family history 
research so | understand the problem. Like Ireland smatterings of older records survive for 
Greece, so some of the guests lines were extended back into the late 1700's. Greece has 
such an illustrious history it's sad that lines can't be extended back to ancient Greece. Some 
interesting details were found linking some of the guests to the fight for Greek independence 
from the Ottoman Empire. Tina Fey had no idea she had some British ancestry. which also 
linked her to early Philadelphia, and the American Revolution. Her British American Ancestor 
came to the attention of Benjamin Franklin just like a member of my Owens family (not for 
murder like my line). | really love George and Tina so | found the episode interesting. 


AncestryDNA Initial Verdict (You win some you lose some) 

AncestryDNA was as good as their word and released the latest version of their DNA product 
today. | knew this was coming, probably today, because a live broadcast was planned for 
tomorrow. Last night | was working on the site and | got a message that new changes were 
rolling out. So far | love the changes and I'm hard to please. My Dad would always ask "what 
do you want egg in your beer?". | did lose some matches | would have liked to see stay 
around, but | gained some very good new matches. 


My total matches are down to 1,456 from around 10,000. | have 30 pages of matches. Before 
the change | had more matches than my Mom. Now she has around 100 more matches than 
I do. 


| immediately checked to see if my critical matches were still there. All but one were still 
there. 


The circles are a great new feature. Both my Mom and | share the same 9 circles. There are 
no circles representing my Dad's side. If you share matches with a number of people on the 


same ancestor a circle group is created showing those who are a DNA match, and some who 
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are not but have DNA tested. It's great to see who else has tested, but hasn't isn't a match. 


Will the circles be unbroken? 
The only problem with circles would be __[casrsence'score betas 


Approximate amount of sharing: More than 30 centiMorgans 


name variations which may not show u p Likelihood you and your match share a single recent common ancestor (within 5 or 6 generations) 
Extremely High Virtually 100% 
linked with an ancestor, and slight date ME 
. i Approximate amount of sharing: 20-30 centiMorgans 
d iffe rences or place d l sag reeme nts caer eg you and your match share a single recent common ancestor (within 5 or 6 generations): 
ery 
which may throw this feature off. apanarylielapan horas mama oo tai atrag ign Sate a 


Approximate amount of sharing: 12-20 centiMorgans 
Likelihood you and your match share a single recent common ancestor (within 5 or 6 generations): 
95% 


High 
. Description: You and your match share enough DNA that it is likely you're both descendants of the same 
| have not included some suspected cermin froze: Bl Shasa¥ a teal hance hn emooe wicontaly| we Gils Ao ox 
difficult to identify 
ancestors in my tree. | think | will have to Approximate amount of sharing: 12 centMergans 
Likelihood you and your match share a single recent common ancestor (within 5 or 6 generations): 
. Good More than 50% 
add some of my unproven ancestry just Snr i yon ch stn aa RA ply se Sc em ca 
but the DNA may be from distant ancestors that are difficult to identify. 
to see if | can establish a DNA link. Approximate amount of sharing: 6 centiMorgans or less 
Likelihood you and your match share a single recent common ancestor (within 5 or 6 generations): 
Madeate 20-50% 
Description: You and your match might share DNA because of a recent common ancestor or couple, 
share DNA from very distant ancestors, or you may not be related 


Another circle downside is you have to 


. . . Cousin Confidence levels 
be a paid subscriber to see your circles. 


Another great feature is the improved ancestral cousin estimates. My cousin Nan was a 
moderate match, and is now called high. They are breaking down the estimates to a much 
finer degree. We can now see how much DNA we likely share. If you read the new 
confidence levels you can see they give you a much clearer idea of how good the match is. 
The new algorithms eliminated the low confidence matches so the lowest confidence is now 
called moderate. 


| received a message from a match | messaged 2 months ago. It appears the new features 
are attracting testers back to the site. 


I'm happy with the changes so far. | think my 1,456 matches will be more manageable to deal 
with. | lost some matches and gained some new better ones. Overall a good thing. Good job 
Ancestry! 


Wednesday, November 12, 2014 


"Finding Your Roots" Ep. 8 & The Autosomal 
DNA Tangle: Is AncestryDNA Right? 
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| really enjoyed episode 8 of "Finding Your Roots" focusing on British ancestry. | love to watch 
anything involving the British Empire. | mostly watch British TV programs when | watch TV. 
I've read more British novels than American. | have not found any proven English ancestry 
and would love to find some. | do have Scottish and Irish ancestry. 


Sally Field's ancestry was the most fascinating. Some of her ancestors were loyalists, and 
one of her several times great-grandfather's was executed for treason during the American 
Revolution. His wife took the opportunity to relocate to Canada where she could receive free 
land for her family's loyalty. Sally Fields also has Mayflower ancestry that she was unaware 
of. One of her ancestors was a leader of the Plymouth Colony for many years, and presided 
over the first Thanksgiving. Sting's ancestors' lives revolved around the shipyards in England. 
He also had mariners in his family. The sea played such an important role in British 

history. Britain being an island meant they relied on sea trade to bring in commodities not 
available on the island. One of Stings ancestors was drowned, along with the rest of the 
crew, when their ship sank. Shipping was also important when it came to the lucrative Indian 
trade. Deepak Chopra's family benefited from the British colonization in some regards, but 
also suffered from some of the repercussions because of it. Deepak's father became a 
renowned Physician with the assistance of the British Governor of India. He was able to 
attend Medical school in Scotland which was a center for cutting edge medical training. 
When the British pulled out the unrest and relocations which resulted did negatively affect his 
family. As his Grandmother said the British came into India and reduced the native population 
to servitude which caused the native population to lose the advanced knowledge they 

had previously attained. It would take generations to regain that knowledge. 


Sally Field seemed to have traces of Native American ancestry in her DNA? Very likely to be 
true considering how long her ancestors have been in America 


Rethinking the use of Autosomal DNA. | knew there were minor differences in segment size 
when looking at them in the company sites as compared with GEDmatch. | thought they were 
mostly slightly off, which is generally the case, but as I've now learned from a co- 
administrator of GEDmatch there can be significant differences (according to Family Tree 
DNA the differences are insignificant?). Entire segment deletions can occur. So this leads to 
the problem of who's numbers do you use when calculating relationships? If 10 cM 

segments and over are 99% IBD, and under that a significant number are IBS, then what if 
GEDmatch pronounces a segment to be over 10 cM's but Family Tree DNA has it 
significantly under 10 cM's? AncestryDNA has a point when they caution people about third 
party comparisons. The companies use complex calculations rather than just cursory 
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segment comparisons. They have better resources than the 3rd party citizen scientists’ sites. 
| would still like to see a chromosome browser at AncestryDNA. If they had a chromosome 
browser at their own site they could oversee it, which would insure the segments are in line 
with their own findings, instead of risking misinterpretation at a 3rd party site. 


AncestryDNA leans heavily on the often inaccurate trees, posted by testers, to suggest 
relationships. These tree connections can be wrong. Right now I'm dealing with a problem 
related to an AncestryDNA suggested relationship to a low confidence DNA match. This low 
confidence match is somewhat of a contradictory finding. A cousin of this Forgety match had 
taken the Y DNA test and did not match our Forgey testers. We assumed the close spelling 
of the name and proximity of the Forgetys and Forgeys on the map led to the mistaken idea 
they were related. This low confidence match of a Forgety to my Mom, who is a Forgey, 

is leading to speculation that there is a relationship after all. Since we cannot see how much 
DNA we share I'm not certain how valid this match is? Plus | noticed they have a Campbell 
line in Tennessee, and our Forgey line has a Campbell line said to have come from 
Tennessee. 


So the problem making connections with the trees is few of us have trees going back 7 to 10 
generations on every line. Sarah Campbell is actually only 4 generations from me, and 3 
generations from my Mom. We don't know anything at all about her parents or ancestors. 
The only thing | have to go on is that Sarah Campbell/Wray lived in Indiana, while married, 
and died in 1847 at a young age. Her only child to live long enough to give an opinion on her 
place of birth was Polly T. Wray/Hall. She lived until 1920 and always claimed her mother 
was born in Tennessee. She was only 6 yrs. old when her Mom, Sarah, died. This leaves me 
with some uncertainty as to whether she would have any first hand source knowledge about 
where her mother was born? 


We are in for a very interesting several weeks at AncestryDNA. No new matches will be 
posted until the reprocessing of over 500,000 tests is complete. In a couple of weeks from 
now we should be seeing the new results with the "false" matches eliminated. This could 
either turn out to be great or could be a complete disaster? We'll see. Read more here. 


I'm getting ready to plunge into a Time magazine special publication called "How DNA 
Shapes Your Life". | just got it today. 


Tuesday, November 11, 2014 


Happy Veterans Day 2014 To All Veterans! 
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LLE KAPPEL (WIDOW) 
T WITH ST. 
iLL 


ather's Birth 
rtificate 1933 


It seems like | always make progress on my Family's 
Veteran ancestors around Veterans' day. Maybe it's 
because the genealogy sites promote their military 
collections around this time of year. My grandfather was 
a Veteran of WWI. He has come to mind especially this 
year because it's the Centenary of WWI this year. 


This time another event spurred further research into our Military history. | was so peeved 
that my great uncle William Kappel was misidentified by the Margraten Netherlands 
American Cemetery site that | was forced to gather more information about him to prove he 
was indeed my great uncle. As | stated in the past my Kapple grandparents divorced and my 
grandmother brought all of her children to California in the late 1940's. Her ex husband, my 
grandfather, remained in Illinois and remarried a couple times. My father didn't talk about his 
father or his father's family very much, unless | asked. He never mentioned his uncle William 
was killed in WWII. My dad was always interested in WWII history. My mom and | were 
forced to sit through many documentaries about WWII. He probably knew his uncle was 
killed and just never wanted to talk about it. 


My genealogy obsession began in the late 1990's when I started searching for more 
information about the Kapple line. Early on | found out my grandparents changed the 
spelling of their name from Kappel to Kapple. | was so surprised when | found out my 
grandfather Rudolph was from a family of 11 (now | hear possibly 12). | then gathered up all 
the information | could find online about his siblings. | found most of his brothers in the Social 
Security death index. It was then that I found out William Kappel had died in 1945. | was 
pretty certain that entry was his because the date of birth was exact. 


| asked my aunt June if William may have been killed in WWII? She said yes he was and his 
widow and her grandmother were locked in a battle over benefits after his death. Before the 
war William had been living with his mother in the family home along with his wife and son 
(just like my own grandparents lived in the Kappel household for a few years). William 
worked as a steel inspector at a steel mill in Chicago before the war, along with his brother- 
in-law. Mary had relied on her youngest son a great deal after the death of her husband in 
1937; which was why she felt she was entitled to benefits when he was killed at the end of 
the war. The detail my aunt June provided left little doubt that the William Kappel who died in 
1945 was my great uncle. A few years after | identified him | found out he was buried in the 
Netherlands American Cemetery. That puzzled me because aunt June said he was killed in 
the South Pacific? At this point | did more research and discovered the soldier buried at that 
cemetery was from Chicago, Illinois and was Catholic like my great uncle's family. | could find 
no other William Kappel's sharing his birthdate who were killed in the war. | felt confident the 
man buried in that cemetery was my great uncle. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2017-08-01T 14:28:00-07:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 34/36 


1/18/24, 10:57 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


I've always wanted more information. A few years ago a Facebook friend found a battalion 
history which gave a narrative of the circumstances of William's death. He was killed at the 
end of the war when he was pursuing a sniper. Another Facebook friend, and distant cousin 
on my Forgey line, visited the Cemetery this past summer and took some great photos and a 
rubbing of William's cross. All of this added information has been so rewarding! 


My quest to prove William Kappel was my Uncle beyond oi 
a reasonable doubt led me to consider writing for his 
Social Security application which would contain his 
parents' names. Since a few years ago privacy laws 
were tightened requiring proof of the applicants death, 
and his parents deaths, it has become more difficult to 
unlock that information. | was assembling the needed 
information when | stumbled on some evidence which met my own standard of proof. It was 
the application for a grave monument. William's widow's name was given as Belle Kappel 
which was also the name of his wife on the 1940 Census when they were living with my 
great-grandmother Mary. My father's birth certificate contained the same address in 1933. 
This is good enough evidence for me. I'm satisfied. The cemetery site has changed William's 
parents from Gabriel Kappel and Rose Kappel to my great-grandparents Frank and Mary 
Kappel. The wrong family was added to William's page from an Ancestry.com tree. The mix 
up was a good thing because it got me searching again, if | had not taken up the search 
again | never would have found the wonderful original documents posted at Ancestry. 


Why my great uncle appears on a National Jewish American Board record is a mystery? He 
was likely part ethnically Ashkenazi, but the family was Catholic for at least 200 years. My 
grandmother Kapple said the name Kappel was generally perceived as Jewish. The surname 
may have led to the mistaken belief that he was Jewish? 


The entire research journey with William Kappel has been very rewarding. | appreciate his 
service and I'm honored he is my Great Uncle. 


| would like to hear from William's son Ronald Kappel born around 1937 in Chicago. That 
would really be the icing on the cake! 


Happy Veterans' Day to all Veterans! 
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AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Saturday, November 8, 2014 


GEDmatch Says 14.7 cM's FTDNA Says 
8.68? Who's Right? 


Our Owens match contacted me yesterday. | found out that | was comparing with the exact 
same kit at GEDmatch as the one at FTDNA. So there was a 6 cM difference in the segment 
my Aunt shared with this match on chromosome 19. It could have something to do with the 


fact this kit was a transfer from AncestryDNA to Family Finder at FTDNA? Search This 
Blog 
| have no idea why the results look so different at GEDmatch? | don't know if FTDNA is more 


accurate or GEDmatch? | just know the results don't match. If GEDmatch is less accurate 

than the testing companies than it may not be a good place to compare AncestryDNA 

results? It may be better to transfer your results to FTDNA and compare there. Although it My Blog List 
may be that errors occur when raw data is uploaded to FTDNA? However | have compared 


with other transferred kits and don't see any unusual results? 
Geneabloggers 


Blogiversary 
Like | said before there are always slight differences in the cM numbers at GEDmatch. If Spotlight: Empty 
anyone else has seen a cM difference of 5 or more on a segment please post a comment. Branches on the 
\ : : Family Tree 
I'm curious about how often this happens? od 
ays ago 
Beene ene aase en neees Aaane state as eee eeeeneces ensue ieee eee eee aa Keu Rieke enasene tenet emeeeeruabeeeeet eae ANT 
Posted by Annette at 8:53PM Nocomments: [ha Arlene Eakle's 
8:23.PM Tociiassen Blog 
The DAR, The 
WPA, and your 
. Genealogy 
Friday, November 75 2014 3 years ago 
GEDmatch Segment Size May Be Different Followers 
From That Reported by Your Testing 
Company 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2016-11-25T 15:41 :00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 1/33 


1/18/24, 10:55 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


Followers (113) Next 


| 6 | 102926652 | 111096355] 89 | 1812| 


rs | 163680080 | asreuree2 | 92 1336] 2 
S 


Largest segment = 17.1 cM :.= 
Total of segments > 7 CM = 35.2 cM aR 6. 
Estimated number of generations to MRCA = 4.3 So | 


| found along awaited match on our 


Chromosome Start point End point Genetic distance # SNPs 
Owens line at Family Tree DNA 6 BRO: TES 9.3.M 1477 S 
6 163000000 167000000 9.0 cM 1147 P 
yesterday. This person evidently 13 40000000 63000000 20.7 <M 4492 
transferred her results to Family Tree 


her email address and went to GEDmatch to see if she appeared in my Aunts results. | found 

her listed with two kits. | compared her two kits. Both kits showed identical results with my 

Aunt. Compared against my Aunt at GEDmatch | noticed their longest shared segment was 

14.7. Her longest segment with my Aunt at Family Tree DNA was reported as 8.68? Favorite Links 


DNA immediately after this service 
was announced in October. | copied P| Ey ea 


: . : : ; Burgenland Bunch 
A basically 6 cM difference. I've emailed this match to be sure we're comparing applesto 8 ——————_sT--------- === === === 


apples. If there really is a 6 cM difference for the result on 19 (see their charts below) then Learn Genetic 


3 Genealogy 
there is a big problem somewhere? 
Comparing results from Family Tree DNA, 23andMe, and GEDmatch there is a consistent 1 Blog Archive 
cM difference at GEDmatch with the occasional 3 cM difference. | checked to see if 23andMe ¥ 2024 (1) 


was any closer to GEDmatch, but they also differ by 1 to 3 cMs (see above). | don't know 


how well 23andMe results compare with Family Tree DNA outside GEDmatch? ¥ January (1) 


Examining 
: ; . a Middle 
If we're using cM's to determine our relationship to a match and to triangulate it's important to Rishaas for 
have consistent numbers. Hope we can eventually compare with equivalent, agreed upon, Clues 
standards. Right now | don't know whether | should accept the 14.7 result as correct or the 
8.68 result? Or are we looking at different kits? Hoping to get answer soon? m 2023 (15) 
Pm 2022 (21) 
> 2021 (17) 
> 53850? 5 3 
> 2020 (18) 
Ps | s920s260 | sssso7 | 36 > 2019 (16) 
25880597 | 27591332 575 
9 | 2sen0so7_| 27591332. | > 2018 (22) 
> 2017 (31) 
T newant nanmenante — 14 7 ALT 
> 2016 (24) 
Se Pm 2015 (30) 
Chromosome ) Start Location End Location ) centiMorgans (cM) | # of Matching SNPs 
1 97459480 98738209 1.63 700 me 2014 (53) 
2 96668807 100106402 4.13 60 
| | 2 > 2013 (59) 
2 184918855 189621993 1.56 700 
3 39403245 42167330 2.13 600 > 2012 (76) 
5 136074419 139513747 1.86 600 
Pm 2011 (94) 
9 2601 8352 27374204 2.37 500 
41 64599563 68173670 425 800 
15 | 40899345 44285733 2.12 | 600 Ab out M e 
19 15591034 16652443 2.02 500 
19 58553070 62255312 8.68 4251 
Xx 129036644 433915684 435 500 
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NEE ncn ee 2 
Posted by Annette at 3:36PM Nocomments: [sl View my complete 
profile 
Wednesday, November 5, 2014 
Feedjit 


DNA News: "Finding Your Roots" Episode 7 
and Tying Loose Ends 


Chart pinpointing DNA matches 


Episode 7 of "Finding Your Roots" featured guests with Jewish roots. It was a very moving 
episode because of the stories of the persecution of the Jewish population in the 19th and 
20th centuries. Ancestors of the guests were forced to leave their homes because of 

the poverty and persecution they suffered in Eastern Europe. The Nazi officials were 
psychopaths which was clearly demonstrated by the fact that a massacre they carried out, in 
which some of Tony Kushner's ancestors were murdered, was called a Wedding and those 
murdered guests. I'm not a fan of Alan Dershowitz at all. It's to his credit that his firm aids the 
underprivileged; but, the fact he represented a heinous murderer, OJ Simpson, is 
unforgivable. Alan's family was quite gifted at working the system and were able to rescue 
some relatives from the Nazi's. Carol King's story demonstrated the difficulty of tracing 
Jewish ancestors in Eastern Europe because, as explained, few records survive. She was 
extremely lucky that some records for her family were found which took one of her lines back 
to the 1790's. So never give up even though you've been told it's unlikely the records 
survived. Also Carol's family had a complete change of surnames which adds to the 
challenge of tracing the family. 


A statement made by Prof. Gates about it being more convenient to convert to Christianity 
made me think about my own family. | believe my family converted to Catholicism because 
of persecution. | also believe they became very committed Catholics. One of my Great 
Grandparents’ children was named Francis Xavier which demonstrates a deep affinity with 
the church. 
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| missed the fact Episode 7 didn't feature DNA results. | just finished listening to a webinar 
about "Finding Your Roots" and understand that episode 10 will focus much more on DNA 
testing, which should be interesting. Another interesting fact is 3 to 4 hours of interviews with 
guests are shot for each episode. According to Prof. Gates all of the guests are overjoyed by 
the family information they get from the show. Like most people the guests have a personal 
knowledge of their family history going back only a generation or two. 


The changes to AncestryDNA are coming soon according to their blog. Another AncestryDNA 
blog post referring to the issue of IBS matches stated that cousin matching using their 
current technique produced too many false matches for Hispanics and Jews. This is probably 
why | have so many Mexican matches when my family came from Nicaragua. Similar over 
estimations were found with other ethnic groups. According to the AncestryDNA blog we will 
be notified regarding downloading our current match information so we can keep the notes 
etc. on our current matches. 


I've been slowly listening to the i4GG conference videos. | watched the "Getting the Most 
from AncestryDNA" presentation the other day. Using a fan chart to see where your matches 
are on your tree was a great idea | got from this presentation. It clearly shows that most of 
my matches are out at 5 generations and beyond. This is because we have fewer close 
cousins. 


Another highlight of the "Getting the Most from AncestryDNA" presentation was the portion 
about admixture. The presenter showed her admixture results side by side with her sisters. 
Of course these results seemed to match up as expected (an employee of Ancestry wouldn't 
show any that didn't).It was so funny when someone asked from the audience what if a child 
had more Irish admixture than both her parents? Of course this got a laugh from the 
knowledgeable audience. This wasn't easily answered. It was only explained that admixture 
was still being worked on. 


| have really enjoyed Hoosier Daddy's blog posts. His November 3 post really hit home. His 
experiences communicating with matches are so relatable. I've often noticed the same thing 
he discovered, that many of my matches on certain couples are actually close relatives 

to one another, who may have tested together. I've had relatives tested and so have many 
other people, so multiple matches with one ancestral couple actually come from a single 
descendant line. 


Hoosier Daddy's post also made me wonder if telling matches you are looking for adoptee 
information is a good idea in your first communication? I'm thinking some people may be 


fearful of becoming involved with a possibly touchy situation? 


I'm impatiently waiting to see what happens with the AncestryDNA changes and also waiting 
for another sale on their kits. 
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Wednesday, October 29, 2014 


DNA News: Episode 6 of "Finding Your 
Roots" & 7cM and 700 SNP Threshold 


* Annette Kapple 


Predicted relationship: 3rd Cousins 
Possible range: 3rd - 4th cousins ( Wh 
gums §3=— Confidence: 98% 


[3 Add note 


Episode 6 of "Finding Your Roots" was another interesting episode. The theme was enslaved 
ancestors. A highlight of the episode was the slave receipt for one of Nas' ancestors. I've 
never seen one of those before. Valerie Jarrett turned out the be 49% European, which 
wasn't surprising. She was surprised that Native American ancestry showed up in her DNA 
ethnicity results. She came out to be 5 % Native American. Her slave owner ancestors were 
wealthy, willing and able to cultivate her ancestor's intellect and provide materially for him. 
One of her ancestors attended MIT. It was uncommon for the mulatto children of slave 
owners to be treated like their legitimate children. It was very nice to see how the former 
slave couples legalized their informal slave marriages after they were freed. This episode 
gave substance to people who were often just nameless property while enslaved. 


Two whole people , so far, at AncestryDNA agreed to compare results with me at GEDmatch. 
These matches pointed, again, to the problem of the too strict criteria for matches at Family 


Tree DNA. | had around half a dozen people to compare these matches with. When looking 
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at the total cM's, even turning down the shared cM's to 1, 


Minimum threshold size to be included in total = 700 SNPs 

. Mismatch-bunching Limit = 350 SNPs 

some of these matches would not pass the strict Minimum segment cM to be included in total = 1.0 ¢M 
matching requirements at Family Tree DNA, even though 


they do share DNA segments over 10 cMs and have a Se 


proven paper trail relationship to my family. The 14.1 cM 12 | wessaress | waco.) ek | ae 


Largest segment = 14.1 cM 
Total of segments > 1 CM= 183 cM 


segment illustrated here is an example. | found other 
good matches that don't add up to 20 total cM's either. | 
think the 7 cM and 700 SNP threshold at GEDmatch 
should be a model for the testing companies to follow. They can rank the matches according 
to their own system, but please give us all of our matches that fall in the 7 cM and 700 SNP 


Comparison took 0.10754 seconds. 


range. Family Tree DNA is great for identifying parents and close cousins, but as a 
genealogist I'm interested in more distant relatives. 


| watched this great video which featured a presenter from AncestryDNA. It's filled with 
interesting information about their DNA testing program. The number of kits being processed 
every month is staggering! They process 30,000 to 50,000 kits per month. 


I'm not completely emotionally prepared for the coming changes to our match lists at 
Ancestry. When | saw the new DNA symbol on the Ancestry matches' pages | jumped. | 
wondered if that meant we would see the changes Ancestry has been promising sooner 
rather than later? I'm hoping we don't see another Family Tree DNA scenario with limited 
matches. I'm hoping it's more like 23andMe, which has a reasonable threshold similar to 
GEDmatch. 


I've been continuing to create chromosome charts with segments from our matches. I'm 
collecting Forgey surname related segments. | used a suggestion from Kitty's blog to name 
the segments after ancestral couples. Here are the people the Forgeys came from. 


1 Raced 5 
———s ——Ee 
2 — 
3 —_ 
4 — — 
5 me 
6 = 
7 = - ae -_ 
Samuel Crawford & Nancy Forgey and Thomas Coldwell aud Sally 
8 ed Forgey 
9 ——T ij Samuel Crmvford & Nancy Forgey and John Rogers and Margaret 
Forgey 
10= = Samuel Crawford & Nancy Forgey and James Forgey and Rebecca 
ons Clemmons 
ll — (§ Samuel Crawford md Nancy Forgey 
LR ——— —_ Wi Nason Owens & Mary Francis Forzey 
= Andrew Forgey & Anna Roller and Nelson Owens & Mary Francis 
13 ——=> Owens 
Andrew Forgey & Anna Roller md Nelson Owens & Mary Francis 
14 ” Forgey 
5 Andrew Forgey & Anna Roller and John Forgey and Nancy 
15 -_ Amnstrong 
16 = Archibald Forgey & Elemor Rolle and Hugh Crawford & Rebecca 
-  s Forgey 
17 Archibald Forgey & Eleanor Roller and Thomas Coldwell and Sally 
Forzey 
25 
18 —— John Rogers & Margaret Forzey and Hugh Forzey & Rebecca 
19 McPheeters 
| Samuel Crawford & Nancy Forgey and Willaim Forgey & Rebecca 
20 Thomburg 
James Forgzey & Angelina Grove and Nelson Owens & Mary Francis 
21 Forgey 
2? = Andrew Forgey & Eleanor Roller Nelson Owens & Mary Francis 
at Forgey 
x ST George Forgey & Ibby England and John A. Forgey & Louisa 
$ Anderson 


Bb See Pee i ecient mnt etre Seems My Poses 
Forzey 


Wednesday, October 22, 2014 
https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2016-11-25T 15:41 :00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 6/33 


1/18/24, 10:55 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


DNA News: Two Outstanding Genealogy 
Shows And Evaluating Matches 


Last night | binged watched two excellent family history shows. CNN's "Roots Our Journey 
Home" and PBS' "Finding Your Roots". Didn't go to bed until 1 am (again). 


"Finding Your Roots" episode 5 was one of the best of the this season. Celebrity chefs were 
featured in this all male episode "The Melting Pot". My Mom loved the show "Simply Ming" so 
he is very familiar to me. Great to see the role his family played in Chinese history. His 
enormous family tree was great to see rolled out. Wonderful that a stele with his ancestor's 
names was the only one which survived the cultural revolution in his particular ancestral 
location. He is very fortunate. Tom Colicchio's immigrant ancestors were much like mine. My 
Great-Grandmother traveled back and forth from America to her Village in Austro/Hungary. 
Her husband was working first in Allentown, PA then Chicago, Ill. She often made the trip with 
several small children accompanying her. Aaron Sanchez’ family's roots are in Sonora 
Mexico, not far from border with the US. The family was a target of hostility during the 
Mexican Revolution which forced the family to flee with their large herd of cattle to the US. 
Aaron's DNA results were very interesting to me since | have some Central American 
heritage. His mix of European, Native American and African were typical for Central and 
South America too. 


The "Roots our Journey Home" show on CNN borrowed heavily from "Finding Your Roots". 
The Anderson Cooper segment repeated many facts first presented when he was a guest on 
"Finding Your Roots". It was interesting to see Anderson visiting family graves. | thought this 
show was a nice mix of emotionally connecting with ancestors and tongue in check 
segments. They also used DNA results to fill in the blanks. 


It was announced this week that 23andMe would be partnering with For 
My Heritage. If they integrate the trees with the DNA results like they 
do at AncestryDNA it could make 23andMe a more useful resource. 
The biggest problem at 23andMe is the lack cooperation of those 
who have tested with them. More than half my cousin's matches 
won't even share their own names let alone any ancestral surnames. 


Last week a test result came back for our Owens line. Sadly 
Ancestry doesn't release segment information. Fortunately a 
descendant of John Melvin and Mary Redden (my fifth great- 
grandparents) agreed to compare with us at GEDmatch. We 
compared with his grandmother and him. We shared varying 
amounts of DNA from as small as 4.6 cM's up to 50 cM's total. We can now call a segment 
five of us share on chromosome 1 a Melvin family segment . We are all around the fourth 


S 


eRekRREeRE 


3rd to Distant 
Prien 


23andMe Zombies 


cousin range relationship to his grandmother. After doing a few comparisons of Ancestry 
results at GEDmatch I'm finding their prediction process occasionally works, but some valid 
cousin matches aren't showing up as close matches? Also some of the high confidence 
matches aren't as good as they look when you compare at GEDmatch. 


The Family Tree DNA process for determining matches isn't any better. The scientists at 
Family Tree DNA aren't as well versed with autosomal DNA as they are with Y and mtDNA. 
As one of them stated at an ISOGG presentation, paraphrasing, what | tell you now may turn 
out to be wrong in hindsight. From a past presentation by the founder of Family Tree DNA his 
scientists don't believe autosomal DNA is useful beyond 4 generations. That demonstrates a 
lack of knowledge of the subject. Most of our matches are at 4 generations and beyond. 
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Their use of total shared cMs as a criteria for determining matches causes many good 
matches to be discarded. Looking at my proven matches at Ancestry a few haven't shared 
the 20 total cMs required by FTDNA. | can't find any common ancestors with most of my 
Family Tree DNA matches. If they eliminated the 20 cM requirement and instead gave us all 
our matches sharing 7 cM segments or higher it would help us find more cousins. 


ens/Mason - 
1 —_ Melvin + 
ee - = 
2 ———————————— re — 
— SS 
3 SSS 
i 
= 
5 —— = 
= 
6 ee 
~ [I Sophia and Loretta 
7  Danell and Loretta 
Sophia and Annette 
8 - “3 Darrell and Annette 
Sophia and Darel! 
9 - Darrell Owens and Melvin Descendant 
= Annette and Melvin Descendant 
10 WB Lovett: snd Melvin Descendant 
a — > Sophia and Melvin Descendant 
ll 
12 - 
13 
14 
15 - 
16 
17 ‘s 
18 
19 
20 
—_ 


John Melvin and Mary Redden were my 5th Great-Grandparents 
I've assigned chromosome 1 to them 


Saturday, October 18, 2014 


DNA News: Episode 4 of "Finding Your 
Roots" & Overwhelmed With New 
Information 


Upload your Ancestry DNA or 23andMe (V3) raw data. 


How do | access my raw data files with Ancestry.com or 23andMe? 


Episode 4 of "Finding Your Roots" was another interesting episode with fun DNA results. The 
episode theme was Civil Rights and Freedom. Ben Affleck's mother was a Freedom Rider in 
the 1960's. It was so funny to hear the former President of the NAACP, Ben Jealous, is 
mostly white only 18% African. On the flip side Khandi Alexander had more African than she 
expected, she seemed to change her identification from black to African. The most moving 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2016-11-25T 15:41:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 8/33 


1/18/24, 10:55 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 
story in this episode was how one of Ben Jealous’ ancestors purchased his freedom, and that 
of his wife and children. He was able to do this because he was a trained shoemaker, an 
unusual occupation for a slave. 


It was great to see an explanation of how DNA testing works in this episode. Instead of 
showing the stock film blood vials they showed the accurate testing process and explained 
that saliva was used. I'm sure more people would pursue a saliva test rather than a blood 
test. | hope this encourages more people to test. 


Looking at Ben Jealous | could predict he had a high percentage of European. Another guest 
on a previous show was quite dark complected and turned out to have more European than 
he expected. This brings me to my current projects. Predictions based on appearances can 
turn out to be correct or incorrect. The genealogical proof standard requires inferences 
drawn from appearances to be checked out by doing a reasonably exhaustive search. I'm 
turning more and more to DNA to support my inferences. 


In mid 2001 | began focusing my genealogy research on the Mason family line. | found some 
information about the family posted on message boards, which were the popular social 
networking media at the time. | received some great leads from a 3rd cousin, Sophia 
Preston. She posted some information about our common Mason line. She referred me 

to another Mason researcher with additional information. With their help | discovered the 
locations of our Masson family in Quebec, Canada. It was easy to trace the family back 
hundreds of years due to the fact that transcriptions of the extensive record collections in 
Quebec were available online at this point. 


After quickly putting together a huge family tree for the Mason line | moved to my ancestor 
Peter Mason's American wife's family. His wife was Mary Owens. That's what | started with in 
2001. | had a great lead on her parents when | found two of her sister's living with the 

Mason family in 1880 in Mattoon, Il. It was easy to find them living with their father in 1870 in 
Mattoon, II. His name was William F. Owens. | later found a Nancy Owens wife of William 

F. buried in a local cemetery. She would have been in the right age range to be the mother of 
my Mary Mason, and her siblings. Their mother was not in his household in 1870, she was 
probably the Nancy | found in the cemetery who died in 1865? 


According to the children of William F. he was born in Kentucky, and their mother was born in 
Ohio. | looked for a marriage for a William F. Owens to a Nancy. | found such a marriage in 
Clermont, Ohio. A William F. Owens married a Nancy Hicks in Clermont, and they matched 
the Census description regarding where they were born. | found them in 1850 with two sons , 
James H. and John W. living in Clermont, Ohio. From there | looked for them in 1860. At that 
point in time the online Census information was sparse and the search function didn't always 
show matches with similar names. It took many months before | found them listed with the 
name spelled Owen and initials used instead of full names. | found Mary and all her siblings 
including James H. and John W. from the 1850 Census. These eldest siblings had 
disappeared from the area in Mattoon, Illinois early on. 


By March 2002 | was able to find proof that Mary's mother's maiden name was Hicks. It came 
from a marriage record for her sister which listed her mother as Nancy Hicks, and her father 
was listed as William F.. Her own marriage record from a decade before did not contain her 
parents' names. 


It wasn't until fairly recently that | found out what became of William F. and Nancy's eldest 
sons. | found some information about them at Find-a-grave and made contact with 
descendants through this site (you can read my 2012 post here. | later exchanged info with 
Pam and Justin.) | also found more information posted in Ancestry trees. Pam and 
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Justin provided me with loads of additional information. | also discovered that one of the male 


Owens in my line Y DNA tested which helped confirm some of my inferences about this 
Owens ancestral line. 


| was fairly confident | had traced this line correctly. | was a little apprehensive because | 
didn't have very much info about my Great-Grandfather Mason. | had heard he was 

French Canadian and used this knowledge to find his family in the Census. | believed | found 
him with the correct family. | had not known that he was originally from Mattoon, Ill. | was only 
aware of the family living in Chicago. | asked an Aunt and she said she believed | was on the 
correct track, and he was from Mattoon. 


All of my apprehensiveness disappeared when the third cousin | had located on the message 
board years earlier tested at 23andme. We compared at GEDmatch and there was 
absolutely no doubt we were from the same Mason family from Mattoon. We shared more 
DNA than most third cousins. So the Mason line was confirmed with DNA. 


| purchased an AncestryDNA kit on sale in August. | Sense en meee 
decided to give it to an Owens/ Hicks line cousin to ae ee ee VT TENET TT 
confirm this relationship and hopefully find additional AML ULLAL IERIE LM, 


cousins in these lines. The results came in on last = 


Wednesday, exactly 3 weeks after it was received. We nel URLL LM 


were predicted to be 3rd cousins by Ancestry (great 


news!). We are actually 3rd cousins once removed, good — 
prediction. Unfortunately Ancestry's raw data download OEE Ee TTT TT 
feature was down until yesterday. It was so hard to wait Darrell Owens 3rd cousin 1x and me 
for this to be fixed. | was on pins and needles the whole 

time. It was incredible to see how much DNA we shared in common. We had some 30 cM 
segments. There was a chance we wouldn't share any DNA at all. Our Cousin Sophia shared 
a 9cm segment on a different chromosome, a lot less than either my Aunt or myself. That's 


the fickle nature of DNA inheritance. 


Another great match came in on the same day. My 5th 


cousin Nan Harvey's Aunt's results also came in on 
Wednesday. She turned out to be a much stronger match 
with my Mom and | than Nan. So now we have some 
good sized segments for triangulation. She was 
predicted to be a 4th to 6th cousin to both my Mom and |, 
which is the correct range. My cousin Susan is actually 
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Nan's aunt's strongest match. eS == 
With our growing segment collection I'm hoping to Susan and Nan's Aunt 


reconstruct some of these lines. 


There are so many changes occurring in the genealogy industry. Family Tree DNA released 
news about many new features which will be offered to customers at their group 
administrator conference. They rolled out one of those changes this week offering those who 
upload raw data from AncestryDNA or 23andme (only v.3) the opportunity to try their service 
for free. They can see their highest ranked 20 matches for free. The price to see all of your 
matches is $39, which doesn't include the myOrigins feature. They also announced a social 
networking platform will be added to the site. Sharing photos and documents etc. should 
make the site more interesting to use. The ability for the public to search Family Tree DNA 
trees for their surnames should boost interest in testing. | would love to see the number of 
testers grow. 
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GEDmatch is undergoing some changes too. You will be able to access more tools if you 
donate $10. Using family kits to create ancestors’ kit sounds interesting. 


| mentioned finding an Owens cousin at Ancestry.com. The value of the trees and information 
attached to them can't be over estimated. Most of my breakthroughs at Ancestry have been 
through documents attached to trees. A Wray line cousin contacted me to let me know she 
uploaded some pictures and manuscripts she found at their Kansas family home. I've never 
been to Kansas and would never have seen all of this had it not been for the networking 
opportunity provided by Ancestry.com. The old forums and mailing lists were helpful but didn't 
allow you to share documents and photos. It's been great with sites like Ancestry and 
Facebook that we can share information and coordinate DNA testing and find cousins to test. 


I've had so much information coming at me so fast | need to stop researching for a while and 
start adding my new facts to my tree and my new segment information to Genome Mate . 


(222% red Auaustus MASON ra earens 
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Tuesday, October 14, 2014 


AncestryDNA Phasing FFFFF..ail! 
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Tnnage size reduction: 1/10 
Largest segment = 22.4 cM 
Total of segments > 3 cM = 374 cM 


Send message 
- Member since 2002, last logged in today 


Ea Predicted relationship: Distant Cousins 
Possible range: 5th - 8th cousins ( What does this mean? ) 
E Confidence: Very Low 


[2 Add note 


I listened to the explanation of the AncestryDNA phasing process via a video from i4GG. It 
seemed like a good idea. Now I'm thinking it's not really a good idea; especially when there is 
no way to see the segments you share with matches. | don't want phasing unless | can see 
the segments! 


| found several new Ancestry matches at GEDmatch. | was shocked to find that one very low 
confidence match shared a 22.4 cM segment with me. | later checked to see if he matched 
my Mom and he shared the same 22.4 cM segment with her. This was a phasing fail 
because obviously | received this segment from my Mom. This was judged to be a "very" low 
confidence match for both of us. | can't find a common ancestor at this point. It may be that 
this person matches us many generations ago. It could be what CeCe Moore called a "sticky 
segment" which remains intact for hundreds of years? | want to see matches like these 
ranked higher? When AncestryDNA prunes our matches I'm hoping they don't eliminate 
matches with shared segments 10 cMs or larger? 


We need to know more about the segments we share with matches. There is no way to get 
around 10,000 matches to compare at GEDmatch. If everyone at AncestryDNA uploaded to 
GEDmatch the servers would probably crash and burn, so that's not an option. 


PS My Cousin Susan also shares the same 22.4 cM segment with the very same 
match (thanks Nan!) 


Thursday, October 9, 2014 


DNA News: "Finding Your Roots Ep.3"Light 
Bulb Moment Plus Improvements at FTDNA 
and Ancestry? 
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The much improved tree at FTIDNA 


Episode 3 of "Finding Your Roots" featured guests known for story telling. The episode 
focused mainly on Civil War ancestry, which was very fascinating. | love Anderson Cooper so 
| found his segments very interesting. | had thought his Dad also came from a wealthy family, 
and was surprised his roots were Southern and humble. Interesting that one of his ancestors 
was killed by a slave. I'll have to keep his ancestor Robert Fletcher Campbell in mind as | 
trace my Campell line. I'm stuck on Sarah Campbell who was born around 1810 somewhere 
in the South? It would be fantastic to be related to Anderson Cooper. Great to see there is a 
relationship between Ken Burns and Abraham Lincoln. Glad that Ken Burn's Y DNA could be 
linked to Robert Burns, which he had been wanting to know. The most moving parts of the 
episode dealt with loss of Anderson Cooper's father and brother, and Ken Burns loss of his 
mother. 


Anna Deavere Smith's ancestors were also interesting. One of her ancestors was involved in 
the burial of Civil War troops at Gettysburg. Her mtDNA was used to trace her maternal line 
to a tribe in Africa. A light bulb went off in my brain, and | thought maybe | can use mtDNA on 
my Kappel/Kurta line and possibly my Owens line to glean more insight into the ethnic origins 
of these families. This all hinges on someone carrying the mtDNA for those lines agreeing to 
test. There is a good possibility | might be able to persuade a 2nd cousin or 1st cousin 1x 
removed to test. However, it may take some time because they don't know me and | don't 
know them. The Y and mtDNA tests are the most straight forward tests when it comes to 
interpreting the results. It's nice to get a simple answer sometimes, especially after wrestling 
with the admixture results from autosomal DNA. 


Immediately after the show ended I| began searching for information about Grandfather 
Rudolph Kapple's sisters. | knew one sister's married name was Salamon, and so | began 
Googling her full name, Bertha Salamon. | couldn't believe | immediately struck gold! | found 
her obituary which gave her sister Rose's married name, which | didn't have. Bertha's 
Obituary named her own children giving me candidates for mtDNA testing. She had 4 living 
named children in 2002, which included 2 daughters, and 15 grandchildren. Rose's full name, 
Rose Varnak, led me to her obituary in which 4 children were named and of those 2 were 
living. It was stated she had 15 grandchildren and 45 great-grand children. | did look for 
death information for them in the early 2000's and couldn't find anything. | know why | 
couldn't find anything then, they were still alive. | didn't expect them to live into their 90's 
since their brother Rudolph died in his 60's, and their parents died well before that age too. 
All of this is so great! I'm hoping this leads to some kind of meaningful contact with their 
descendants. | would love to see more pictures of my Grandfather Rudolph. I've never seen 
any photo of his parents or siblings, and would love to see those too. If | had known the 
sibling were still alive when | started out researching | would have tried to make contact 
immediately. | feel like | missed a great opportunity to get more information, and also just 
connect with some of my Great Aunts. | was only aware of my Great-Grandparents having 
11 children? One obit said there were 12. Now I'm wondering if this is true, and if so what 
happened to that child? 
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Another line which may benefit from mtDNA testing is the John Owens Indian Trader line. We 
know John Owens Sr. traded with Indians during the mid 1700's in Pennsylvania. We know, 
from a contemporary newspaper account, that he had an Indian wife. He had at least two 
wives. We don't know which wife our family descends from or even whether both wives were 
Indians ? If we could identify at least one of his wives with mtDNA we might be able to 
confirm whether at least some of John Owens children were half Native American. It isn't 
known whether he fathered any children with his Indian wife. We know he had at least a 
couple of daughters, and if a straight maternal line of inheritance can be found we may find 
the smoking gun information. 


After locating the names of children and grandchildren of my great-aunts | searched on these 
names at Family Tree DNA. I located a tree with one of the names on it and was happy to 
see a new detailed view which saves time. You don't have to click to get details about an 
individual now. The names are now in larger print, so when you zoom in you can still read 
them. I'm still not crazy about the new tree layout (still too scattered), but it's easier to use 
with the larger names and details. | also found that one of my our Brenneman matches at 
AncestryDNA just showed up on my Mom's FTDNA match list. 


AncestryDNA customers are in suspense right now over 
the impending changes that will radically change this 


AncestryDNA 
product. Most of the details are still secret. One thing | 


which is known is the number of matches will be 


| == — = 


drastically reduced. This was also discussed at i4gg. 
Ancestry had been identifying ancient segments of DNA 
shared by thousands of people, but supposedly not helpful because they are out the 
genealogical timeframe. Everyone is aware of the fact that the very low confidence matches 
are the most abundant, and impossible to sort through because of their number. I'm hoping 
this is a good change and they don't weed out good matches? Lucky | have downloaded the 
information for a majority of my matches. The unlucky thing is I'm waiting for more Owens 
DNA results at Ancestry and I'm wondering how these results might be affected? I'm hoping 
the changes don't go into effect until we get those results. The test kit was received on 
September 24, and I'm also wondering if the results will be held up by the changes? 


| seem to have a pile up of segment matches on chromosome 19 at FTDNA. Reviewing 
these matches again, I've noticed none of them match me on my Mom's side? I'm wondering 
if these matches relate to me through either the French Canadian population or Ashkenazi 
populations? 


No chromosome browser is apparently still the mantra at AncestryDNA. | don't now where the 
Geneticists at Ancestry got their degrees? They don't seem to understand the mechanics of 


segment matching for ancestry. 


You can read more about the coming changes at Ancestry at Roberta Estes' blog post "DNA 


" 
Day At Ancestry. 
re) » Shon Cunningham ? 19 19 34 82 — 
OFTDNA » Charlie M Smaltz (Kohl) ¥ 19 20 35 89 —_ 
OFTDNA ‘» David Arthur Gibbs ? 19 20 35 809 —_ 
OFTDNA ™ Grace Holt ? 19 20 35 89 — 
@FTDNA ®» Kim W R Baldwin ? 1906200 35 8. — 
OFTDNA Robyn Huttemamn—* 19 «20 «35 «(8.9 —— 
OFTDNA ‘Walter M Williamson ? 19 20 35 89 —_ 
OQFTDNA ‘™ Frank Joseph Jason: id 19 20 34 82 — 
OFTDNA ™ Mariao b2 19 20 34 «82 _ 
OFTDNA Albert Knight Leach £ 19 20 34 7.8 —_ 
OFTDNA ‘» Coreen 2 19 20 34 7.8 —_ 
OFTDNA ‘» Debra Ann Markey EJ 19 20 34 78 — 
OFTDNA i Francis Heck ? 19 20 34 7.8 —_ 
OFTDNA m Gary ? 19 20 34 78 — 
OFTDNA Harry Richard Clark r 19 20 34 7.8 — 
OFTDNA ™m Karin Maria Grebert ¢ 19 20 34 7.8 _ 
OFTDNA » Kathy Arlene Schneider Fe. 19 20 34 7.8 — 
OFTDNA » Kenneth =f 19 20 34 7.8 — 
@FTDNA ‘» MARCOS CORRELA SILVA ? 19 20 34 7.8 — 
OFTDNA m Margaret Gibson b 19 20 34 7.8 — 
QFTDNA ‘™ Michael David Colton ? 19 «20 «34 «(7.8 — 
OQFTDNA ‘» Sloan Spence Mason ? 19 20 394 78 — 
OFTDNA Dorothy Edith Spearman * 19 20 34 7.8 — 
©FTDNA Paul Edwin Peachey 2 19 20 34 7.8 — 
OFTDNA Benjamin Permenter z 19 20 35 83 —— 
OFTDNA » David Joseph Turner ? 19 20 35 83 — 
OFTDNA ™ Harold Hugh Rohrer ? 19 20 35 8&3 — 
@FTDNA ‘» Robert 2 19 20 34 7.2 _ 
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Some Segment pile up from FTDNA 


Monday, October 6, 2014 


DNA: Geneticists vs. Anthropologists 


From Blood to DNA, From "Tribe" to "Race... 


American's are competitive Android users vs. iPhone users for instance. In the academic 
community surrounding the human population field of study it's Geneticists vs. Social 
Scientists. These studies should be interdisciplinary, but the personalities of these 
researchers tend to clash. Does cultural identity make you a member of an ethnic group or is 
it genetics? It's a very interesting question. | had been identifying with Jewish community 
based on the perceived origin of my surname. Genetic testing isn't supporting that 
connection. Actually | might be Sephardic Jewish, but that's difficult to prove through DNA. 


| listened to this UC Berkley lecture "From Blood to DNA, From "Tribe" to "Race": Science, 
Whiteness & Property."A very interesting discussion. The differences in approaching the 
subject of ethnic group membership are apparent in this lecture. I'm in the Social Sciences 
camp because that was my undergraduate major. Social Scientists feel cultural identity is 
as important as Genetic inheritance. | believe Social Scientists feel like this view point isn't 
shared by the Geneticists. Spencer Wells came under some criticism because Prof. Tallbear 
felt some of his remarks were culturally insensitive. She also questioned the scientific 
methods employed by the Genographic project? "Skip Gates" came under even more 
criticism in this lecture than Spencer Wells. The lecturers felt the results of the consumer 
DNA tests were questionable. 


Prof. Tallbear stated that in the past land had been the commodity that was sought after by 
the European Americans, now it's Native American DNA. She questioned whether modern 
Native American DNA would be useful? It's impossible to find unmixed North American Native 
American populations. 


Another aspect of DNA that was discussed is how some Tribes are using it to determine 


Tribal membership. In the past they used the blood rule of 1/4 Native American to admit 
someone into a tribe. This was solely based on tracing the family tree. With casino money in 
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play the casino tribes want to limit membership. Casino tribes tend to use DNA tests for 
membership because this keeps the tribal membership numbers low, and payments to 
current members high. | thought Prof. Tallbear said the Casino tribes were using parentage 
DNA testing and ethnicity testing, not sure if they use the ethnicity tests? The non Casino 
tribes sometimes use parentage testing, but don't always require it. 


The 1 drop rule and 1/4 rule were strange categorizations. Why would 1/4 Native American 
legally make you native American; yet one drop of African blood make you African? Racism 
and the need to limit the number of Native Americans created these categories. 


The Lecturers also brought up a court case involving African Americans who were 
Naturalized as Cherokee but weren't genetically Native American. This has brought up the 
question of whether Cherokee membership should be based on Naturalization or genetics? 


As they stated in the video they are Social Scientists and not Geneticists, so some of their 
statements about what can be discovered using DNA were wrong. Full sequencing 
individuals with large amounts of Native American ancestry would be helpful. They're right 
about DNA testing helping those with mainly European ancestry; and Tribes worry about the 
US Federal Government using the results to determine Tribal recognition. The Natives 
American have little to gain and potentially could lose land and benefits, but their results 
would help identify Native America admixture. Will those Europeans ever stop pestering the 
Native Americans because they need something from them? I'm feeling a little selfish now. 


NATIVE 
AMERICAN 
DNA 


Ss 


Tribal Belonging and the 
False Promise of Genetic Science 


I'm definitely going to add Kim Tallbear's book to my reading list 


Wednesday, October 1, 2014 


DNA News: "Finding Your Roots" Review 
And Very Low Confidence Comparisons 


| enjoyed the 2nd episode of the new season of "Finding Your Roots" on PBS. The last show 
focused on finding out more about absent fathers’ lines. This show focused on sports heros. | 
could relate to Derek Jeter in the fact that | didn't know the origins of my Kapple surname 
until | did some research in the 1990's, which started my genealogy obsession. When you 
have an unusual surname people always ask where the name is from? It was great that it 
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was possible to determine the origins of the name Jeter. That's a great gift for the Jeter 
family. 


The only reservations | had about last nights episode was the language used when 
presenting DNA results. When Rebecca Lobo was told exactly which line her Ashkenazi 
admixture came from, | thought Dr. Gates was over stepping a little. It does seem, most 
likely, she got the admixture from the stated line (an Austrian line). Documentary 

evidence leads to that belief too, but you never know for sure unless you test more family 
members. Working with my DNA admixture results | was fooled a few times when trying to 
make an educated guess about where an admixture came from. It wasn't clear to me that | 
was wrong until | had more relatives tested. Ashkenazi is one of the admixtures which is easy 
to identify. The percentages are tricky though. She is predicted to be 10% Ashkenazi, so Dr. 
Gates surmised from that percentage that this came down from a particular great- 
grandparent based on rough inheritance percentages. Since inheritance is random, the only 
percentages we know for certain are that we inherit 50% of our DNA from each parent, after 
that generation there can be more variation in inheritance. For instance last week we learned 
that someone's father was substantially Ashkenazi according to available documents. This 
person's DNA results came out to be 12% percent Ashkenazi. So if we based our prediction 
of where this DNA came from we would guess farther back in time than parent based on 
estimates using average inheritance. Admixture percentages can fool you, and you can get 
admixture from more than one line. There is no way to say with 100% confidence which 
ancestor you got a particular admixture from, unless you test many relatives. When | watched 
this show before | got involved in autosomal testing and | heard, for instance, Dr. Gates say 
that a tradition of Native American ancestry was wrong based on DNA testing | believed that 
to be true. Since then I've learned that we don't inherit DNA from all of our ancestors; so it's 
possible a family tradition of Native American ancestry may be true even if you don't see it in 
your DNA results. So it's still possible Billy Jean King has some Native American roots? 


Dr. Gates did use the word "suggests" when talking about results sometimes. The word 
"suggests" is often the best word to use when talking about results. 


I'm convinced that Derek Jeter is descended from the family that owned his family. Y tests 
are more reliable than autosomal (autosomal testing is most reliable for close relatives). He is 
also most likely descended from the slave owner as stated. However, it's not 100% positive. | 
believe Dr. Gates did say that this connection was most likely the case, but didn't say 100% 
certain like he did with Rebecca Lobo. You can't look at DNA and say it came from a 
particular person or line with 100% certainty. With Y DNA you can only say you are definitely 
related or definitely not related using the test. It would be tricky to do a TV show and explain 
the intricacies of DNA testing. The general public probably isn't interested in learning about 
predictions either. They want to hear about definite conclusions. They might come away 
disappointed if they took a test after watching some of these episodes? Otherwise, | love the 
show and listen to the DNA test results with great interest. 


Another point of interest is the DNA tests the guests took were blood tests. | wonder which 
company they used? 


| was so happy to hear from someone in the Brenneman family line at Facebook. He and 
some of his family members had their DNA tested. He, his sister and father were low 
confidence matches at AncestryDNA. We compared at GEDmatch and | found out he shares 
a 7 cM segment with my Mom. His sister and father shared an 8.9 cM segment in the same 
place. | would say low confidence is a good prediction based on the amount of DNA we 
share. I'm always interested in comparing at GEDmatch with AncestryDNA matches because 
the phasing process that produces the confidence levels doesn't always work. I'm very 
interested in the Brenneman line. I've found trees connecting my family to this one, but | can't 
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find documentary evidence? Hoping DNA will help? 


fis] 29550796 [e72T0986 


I'm hoping these segment on Chromosome 16 are from Brenneman line? 


fis] sesensa | aesosore | 691556 


84550796 [| ssesso7s [ 89 [1564 


Sunday, September 28, 2014 


I Think I Understand the AncestryDNA 
Methodology Now?? i4GG 


rs1059702(T;T) 
rs17183814(A;A) 
rs2069827 (T;T) 
rs221497(T;T) 
rs2277339(G;G) 
rs362719(A;A) 
rs4360236(T;T) 
rs705381(C;C) 
rs12416605(C;T) 
rs1543922(C;T) 
rs3827760 (C;T) 
rs4696480 (A;T) 
rs557881(C;T) 
rs216321(T;T) 
rs4969168 (A;A) 


a_—_fOennin.rit 
Some of my own SNPs 
One letter comes from Mom and one from Dad in a random order 


| watched the i4GG video "AncestryDNA matching: large-scale findings and technology 
breakthroughs". I've been curious and confused about the methodology used by 
AncestryDNA. From the start their autosomal testing process has been a mysterious 
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and secretive process, which has given rise to suspicions. They wouldn't release raw data to 
customers in the beginning. Many people felt they were hiding the fact that most matches 
were spurious. The fact they still don't have anything like a chromosome browser still leaves 
us wondering about the validity of the results? On the other hand the fact they phase their 
results should lead to better, more confident matches than the other companies. The phasing 
process hadn't been completely clear to me until | listened to Dr. Julie Granka's 

presentation. She explained the process in greater detail. | believe understand it now? 


This is my understanding of the phasing process (I never excelled in science or math in 
school). If anyone has a better understanding please let me know: 


Dr. Julie Granka emphasized the large size of the 
AncestryDNA data collection, generated from 

over 500,000 customers, which is leading to more 
accurate results. The phasing process attempts to 


separate your results into groups representing your 
parents. On a position of an SNP you'll get one marker 
(ACGT) from your mother and one from your father. If for instance you are an AG on 

a position and your mother AG at the same position of an SNP, but your father was AT at that 
same position we can infer the G is from your father and the A from your mother. So your 
genotype, the marker combinations, come from both parents. The phasing process is 
designed to separate your single genotype into haplotypes you got from your mother and 
father. The phasing process relies on the comparison of your genotype with those of people 
with known haplotypes (haplotypes are just strings of markers (SNPs) shared by groups of 
people, ACGT's, the building blocks of DNA). Your haplotypes are then inferred from the 
results of these comparisons. This process is complicated by the fact positions contain 
markers for which they don't know which of the two markers we got from which parent, so 
they cannot be read in a continuous line. There is some sort of formula for reading these 
scrambled marker pairs, and separating them into haplotypes for Mom and Dad. The 
process can misinterpret a block of DNA as a haplotype when actually it's a mix of different 
markers inherited from both parents, ACGTs, that happen to look like a known haplotype. It's 
also possible that one of your haplotypes has not been seen before. When a mismatch 
occurs it throws the rest of the phasing off. So it's important to limit mismatching. Their old 
phasing process took 7 to 10 hours for 1000 tests, and resulted in 3 errors per 100 
heterozygous sites, the new process takes 5 minutes and results in only 1 error. So the 
process continues to be refined. Still around half of our thousands of matches are IBS, so it's 
not perfect. 


The haplotypes are very important in the AncestryDNA matching process. In order to be a 
high confidence match your match has to share a certain amount of DNA plus belong to the 
same haplotype on that particular segment. 


Sometimes these haplotypes proliferated because they were advantageous. Dr. Granka used 
the example of lactose intolerance. Ancient populations were all lactose intolerant. When 
animals were domesticated and their milk began being used the genetic mutation which 
allowed milk to be drunk was an advantage. This gave that person and their descendants an 
advantage which allowed them to get more nourishment and reproduce at a higher rate. So 
we all share some of these blocks because they provided a genetic advantage. 


The fact that many people share the same DNA blocks presented AncestryDNA with a 
problem. Do all of these people share a common ancestor in the genealogical time frame? 
They determined blocks shared by huge numbers of people were IBS and should not be 
used for matching. This led to a smaller number of matches? | still have 11,000. 
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Some other very interesting points: 


1. In a group of 200 people there is a 97% chance of finding a pair of 4th cousins 


2. If you can't find evidence of an ancestor in your DNA (and they are several generations 
removed from you) it could be you just didn't inherit any perceptible DNA from them. 


3. "Absence of evidence isn't evidence of absence." 


4. We have 120,000 7th cousins, which increase your odds of finding a match at that 
distance 


5. There are 30 million 4th cousin matches at AncestryDNA out of around 500,000 in the 
database 


6. The average person has 5 3rd cousin matches at AncestryDNA (| don't have any. My 
Mom has 7) 


7. The average person has 147 4th cousin matches at AncestryDNA 


8. At 20 generations we share DNA with around 1200 of our 1 million ancestors 


Thursday, September 25, 2014 


"Understanding Autosomal Biogeographical 
Ancestry Results" 14GG 


| could be doing a number of things as | wait for a Nurse visit ( for mom). | could have 
cleaned the house or microwaved |Phone. Instead | decided to listen to Doug McDonald's 
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14GG conference presentation titled "Understanding Autosomal Biogeographical Ancestry 
Results". 


This was an excellent presentation. | followed his suggestion and analyzed and compared 
the chromosome painting charts, from GEDmatch, using my Mom, Aunt, and my own kits. My 
Aunt represents my deceased father's line. Comparing all of our results | have a better 
understanding of our results. Family Tree DNA showed substantial Eastern European roots 
for my Aunt. Looking at one of the charts | can clearly see she has more Eastern European 
than | do, that's probably why | didn't have any Eastern European at Family Tree DNA. What 
the tests confirmed is that we are mainly European. We can infer just a little more beyond 
that point. The companies still have a ways to go in order to provide us with more than 
vague predictions. 

Notes from Presentation: 


. 50,000 to 300,000 markers are tested (should be to 700,000?) 
. They're all right (tests) in the big picture 
. Use 3rd party tools for analysis GEDMatch 


. You may not inherit an exact 1/4 DNA from your Grandparents due to recombination 


oa fF WwW NY = 


. At 6 to 10 generations back most of our ancestors lived in areas where their ancestors 
and relatives lived 


6. There is a 20% chance that you would, for instance, inherit DNA from a Native 
American ancestor who lived 12 generations ago. 


7. At 6 generation the probability is 100% that you have inherited some DNA from that 
Native American ancestor, but it can be hard to identify 


8. The tests go back at least 2000 years in time 
9. Too much overlapping of populations in Europe makes identification difficult 
10. Populations less than 500 years old are too mixed to provide useful data 


11. We should consider known probabilities; i.e., we should pick and choose which test 
results we accept based on what we already know about our ancestors 


12. Certain groups are easier to differentiate like Ashkenazi 

13. All companies use Monte Carlo method for best population fit 

14. Important to use demixed populations 

15. Use chromosome painting at GEDmatch to better understand and analyze your results 
16. 23andme and AncestryDNA are the best when it come to ethnic breakdown 
17. Should be 50/50 cut, in the painting, for most accurate results 

18. Only trust conservative at 23andme 

19. Look at where your strong matches come from 

20. Not enough data for Native Americans 

21. Don't trust the 3 big companies for African data they use the wrong chip 
22. Don't trust African Ancestors unless you are around 90% African 

23. Affymetrix chip is only reliable chip for Africa 


24. AncestryDNA provided him with the best ethnic fit. He feels they have the 
best methodology 


25. His results skew French but his ancestors were from Scotland, which points to ancient 
continental ancestry 


26. Chromosome painting at 23andme very good 


27. "Fully sequence lots more people in lots more groups." "400 people each in 250 
groups." Look for rare mutations shared by less than 2% overall, but common to a 
group 

28. Results should be analyzed by humans 
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Wednesday, September 24, 2014 


DNA News: "Finding Your Roots" Premiere 
And X Chromosome Match Browning 


| enjoyed the first episode of the new season of "Finding Your Roots" on PBS. Stephen King's 
experience was very much like my own. Some of his ancestors migrated to Indiana from 
Tennessee; just like my ancestors. Like him, | had no idea | had southern roots until some 
cousins shared their research with me. That information was never passed down in our 
family. | also found Gloria Reuben's story very interesting. Her father's ancestry was Jewish. 
Apparently many Jews fled Spain during the inquisition and migrated to Jamaica, where 
Gloria's ancestors also settled. | was very interested in her admixture results, curious to see 
how much Ashkenazi would show up? | replayed her segment and could see what | believe 
is 12% Ashkenazi. | suppose European Jews have substantial European admixture, and not 
as much Middle Eastern as | expected? Also | expected to see a higher percentage of 
Ashkenazi in her results? | was surprised that more Ashkenazi didn't show up in my own 
results? 


/Erancis BROWNING b: ABT 1668 
/ b: 1705 d: 9 APR 1788 
| \Rachel MARRIOT b: ABT 1672 
/Benjamin BROWNING b: ABT 1734 d: 17 NOV 1785 
| \Elizabeth b: ABT 1704 
/Roger BROWNING b: DEC 1751 d: ABT 1828 
T b: ABT 1732 
/Nathan BROWNING b: 31 JUL 1785 d: 17 SEP 1837 
| \Rebecca b: ABT 1748 
i rm i b: 14 DEC 1822 d: 4 DEC 1901 
| /William MCPIKE b: 1750 d: 1794 
\Obedience MCPIKE b: 1 JAN 1788 d: 2 NOV 1852 
\Obedience HOLLOWAY b: 6 FEB 1746/47 d: 27 APR 1806 


Browning family Tree mostly circumstantial evidence 
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| was so surprised to find a new Browning match at 
Family Tree DNA. This match shared a large 
segment on the X chromosome with Mom, but zero 
on the X with me. My Mom shared an 18.9 cm 
segment with this Browning match, and a 5 cm 
segment. The 18.9 segment is the largest X 
chromosome share I've found in our matches. My 
Mom shared substantially more DNA with this match 
than | did. My relationship prediction, with this 
match, was 5th cousin remote. The prediction for my 
Mom was 2nd to 4th cousin. This match is a 3rd 
cousin 1x removed to me Mom. This same person 
also matches us at AncestryDNA, and is predicted to 
be a 4th cousin there. We also have another 
Browning match at Family Tree DNA. This person is 
a more distant cousin, and didn't match our 

closer cousin. 


AK'S Genealogy Research 
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Edna Kapple 2nd to 4th cousin 
Browning match 


| noticed a glitch in the surname search at Family Tree DNA. Our new match has Browning in 
their tree, but this match doesn't show up when you search on that name? 


My goal on our Browning line is to confirm a 
circumstantial lineage. It's believed that Roger 
Browning of Greene County, Tennessee is the same 
Roger Browning mentioned in Benjamin Browning's 
estate records. Benjamin died in Maryland. | haven't 
found any source material verifying the fact Roger of 
Tennessee migrated from Maryland? Unless a 
document surfaces we will need to support this 
inference with DNA testing. 


My Mom and I have a remote cousin match with a 
descendant of Francis Browning and Rachel Marriott 
who were supposed to Grandparents of Benjamin 
Browning. My Mom shares a 16 cm segment with this 
match. This would be a 7th cousin to my Mom. At 
AncestryDNA we have a moderate match with a 
descendant of Benjamin's parents Edward Browning 
and Elizabeth. 


List of Browning matches 


oem Ne wo he ew 


Mi ee Se ie Soe MS) Se 


= 


Annette Kapple Distant Remote 
5th Cousin Match Browning 


1. Match through Roger Browning and his Daughter Malinda. AncestryDNA very low 


confidence for me and moderate for my Mom. 


2. The match | talked about above is through Richard W. Browning and Obedience 
McPike, and son William Jennings Browning. AncestryDNA. Predicted 4th to 6th 
cousin to my Mom, and 5th cousin remote to me. Actually 3rd cousin 1x removed to my 


Mom. Family Tree DNA. 


3. Match through Roger Browning and Mary, and their son Amzi. Down through Amzi's 


daughter Emma. At AncestryDNA. 


4. We have a match through Richard Washington Browning, my great-great grandfather 
and his son William Jennings Browning at AncestryDNA. Predicted 4th cousin, but 
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actually 2nd cousin twice removed to my Mom. 

5. A possible match down the Francis Browning and Rachel Marriott line through son 
John. This tree is quite mixed up. This is a predicted 4th- 6th cousin match to my 
Mom, which would actually be 7th at AncestryDNA. 

6. We have another match through Richard Washington Browning, my great-great 
grandfather and his son William Jennings Browning at AncestryDNA. Predicted 4th- 
6th cousin, but actually 3rd cousin twice removed to my Mom. 


7. Match through Edward Browning and Elizabeth moderate match. AncestryDNA. 

8. Match through Francis Browning and son John. Ancestry DNA. Low confidence to 
Mom. 

9. Match through Francis Browning and daughter Catherine. Ancestry DNA. Low 
confidence to Mom. 


10. Another match through Nathan Browning and Obedience McPike and son William. 
Ancestry DNA. Very low confidence to Mom. Actually 3rd cousin 2x removed. 


11. Another match through Francis Browning and Rachel Marriott through Catherine. 
Ancestry match. Very low confidence to Mom. 

12. Yet another match through Francis Browning and Rachel Marriott through Catherine. 
Ancestry match. Very low confidence to Mom. 

13. Amatch through Francis and Rachel and son John. AncestryDNA. Very low confidence 
to Mom. 

14. Another match Edward Browning and Elizabeth through son Nathan. 
AncestryDNA. Very low confidence to Mom. 


15. Match through Nathan Browning and Obedience McPike and their daughter Mary 
(Polly). AncestryDNA match very low confidence. Actual relationship 3rd cousin 2x 
removed to Mom. 


16. Another match through Nathan Browning and Obedience McPike through daughter 
Elizabeth. AncestryDNA very low confidence match. Actually relationship 3rd cousin 2x 
remove to Mom. 


17. Another match through Roger Browning and his daughter Melinda's line. AncestryDNA. 
Very low confidence to Mom. 

18. Amatch through Francis Browning and Rachel Marriott through their daughter 
Catherine. At Family Tree DNA 4th cousin remote to Mom. Would actually be 7th 
cousin. 


If anyone reading this matches us on the Browning line at AncestryDNA please let me know if 
you'd like to compare at Gedmatch? If | could get our Browning matches to compare at 
Gedmatch, and we can compare notes, maybe we can confirm our circumstantial lineage. I'm 
finding that some of the Brownings, among my matches, settled in Culpepper County, 
Virginia. I'll have to see what | can find in their records. 


Something else that struck me is how cousin removals affect the amount of shared DNA. My 
Mom has many cousins in the 3rd and 4th cousin range who are removed from her by 1 to 3 
generations. Most of these cousins are very low confidence matches, although some are 
more confident. I'll have to examine a chart showing the amount of DNA generally shared by 
these cousins. | wish | could see how much DNA we share, and where it is on the 
chromosomes at AncestryDNA. 
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Wednesday, September 10, 2014 


DNA News: The Awkward New Tree At 
Family Tree DNA 


a | 


= 
ase 


The new Family Tree DNA pedigree chart was unveiled yesterday. | attended the introductory 


Fam view OO ea 


webinar. Looking at the tree via the webinar | couldn't tell how difficult the tree was to 
navigate. After the webinar | tried it out immediately and had difficulty navigating my large 
tree. | had to do a great deal of screen dragging to see everyone. | tried making the tree 
smaller which helped, but when | got to the best view the names were too small. Also when | 
resized the tree | would sometimes lose my place completely. | didn't like the old tree much 
better. In the past | used the Gedcom DNA site to download gedcoms and | would view them 
in my family tree software, which provided me with the best pedigree chart for review. 
Apparently this feature has been disabled at the Gedcom website. 


| hate the bottom up layout of the Family Tree pedigree charts. 


The top down old layout was a little better, but | prefer the left to 
right layout. & bY 


Francis Browning Rachel Marriott 
1667 - 1723 1670-1775 
—____, 


There are some positive features. | was able to search a 


match's tree for a surname, which helped me find it without 


having to drag the screen. | Knew a match had the name g C) LY 
Browning in their family tree, but the name was farther back in 
Joseph, coleney Sse Een 


the tree than could be viewed with the old setup. The new tree 
displays more generations. A definite positive. 


You can drag and drop matches on to your tree from a list on the left of the screen. I've 
attached my Mom and Aunt as matches on my tree. | was going to build out the tree and 
attach more matches, but | could not because all of my dozen or so positive matches are out 
past the Family View generations, which can be displayed. 


What | do miss regarding the old tree is a more compact screen view, and the ability to shine 
the mouse over a name to see more information without clicking on the name. 


It would be great if Family Tree DNA could partner with one of the genealogy software 
companies to create an outstanding, user friendly tree. The best DNA related tree layout is at 
AncestryDNA. | would, however, like to see details when | shine my mouse over a name . 
The layout at 23andme is OK, but doesn't display enough generations on one screen. So my 
ideal tree would be the left to right layout, with the maxim number of generations on one 
screen, and the ability to see more detail when you shine your mouse over a name. | also 
prefer scrolling to dragging the screen. 
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23andme Tree 


Tuesday, August 12, 2014 


AK'S Genealogy Research 


AncestryDNA Tree 


DNA News: MyOrigins Grade 


My Aunt's DNA test results came back August 7, which was a month after they received the 
kit back. She had 22 pages of matches. Around 220 matches. | haven't found any useful 
matches on the Owens line yet. She also shared DNA with the same Owens descendant at 
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GEDmatch as me, but on a different chromosome. I'm hoping the Family Finder match 
database increases in size so we can find more relevant matches? You can't beat tools like 
the chromosome browser at Family Finder. I've been trying to get AncestryDNA matches to 
compare with me at GEDmatch. So far only one out of a dozen requests I've sent has been 
answered. 


| was very interested how my Aunt's ethnic origin percentages would turn out. Based on my 
knowledge of our family origins | would give MyOrigins a B-. Her ethnic breakdown was 70% 
British Isles, 29 % Eastern European, and 1% Middle Eastern. My Aunt does have 
substantial British Isles ancestry but it definitely wouldn't be more than 50%, and certainly not 
the 70% she got from MyOrigins. Her mother's ancestry was around one quarter French 
Canadian, one quarter British/Scots Irish mix, and 50% Irish. . My Aunt should have gotten a 
little European Coastal plain like | did. My Aunt's father was born in Hungary (now 
Burgenland, Austria). It's highly unlikely that any of her father’s ancestors came from the 
British Isles. I've never heard of a migration pattern in that direction. I've researched the 
Kapple family back to the 1700's and every line was from Austria or Hungary. The 29% 
Eastern European my Aunt got is at least closer than my result which were only around 8%. 
This still leaves 20% of her father's side out, considering she had to inherit 50% from her 
father. The 1% Middle Eastern supposedly goes back to Asia Minor. This result is plausible 
since my Kapple cousin's Y DNA haplo is J2b2. However MyOrigins gave me 2% Middle 
Eastern, African Asiatic, which would be from the line | share with my Aunt. 


Stest Admixture Proportions 


Diaspora Jewish is also missing from our results. It's 
more than likely that we do have some of this ancestry. 
AncestryDNA did pick up a trace. When | ran the J test at 
GEDmatch my Aunt had a result of around 2% 
Ashkenazi. 


My Grandmother Kapple believed we had some Native 
American ancestry. MyOrigins didn't show any? 
However, trace amounts of 1% to 1 1/2 % were found at 
Gedmatch. | tend to think GED match is correct. | believe 
our Native American comes through John Owens, the 
Indian Trader's wife. 


MyOrigins is much more accurate than the old Family 

Finder ethnic predictions. However, the results are far from completely accurate, and tend to 
be inconsistent when comparing with family members, even taking into account the fact not 
all family members share the same DNA. 


Tuesday, August 5, 2014 


DNA News: Pushing The AncestryDNA Scan 
Across The Finish 
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AncestryDNA 


Annette Kapple Settings | 


. This test is shown to DNA matches as: annette_kapple 
#{ Linked to Annette D. KAPPLE 


Ethnicity Estimate Matches. 


Regions Great Britain, Ireland. §@ Shared ancestor hints 
Italy/Greece, Native American fe Starred matches 


4 High confidence matches 


and 10 more 


A few months ago | installed the Google Chrome browser extension AncestryDNA Helper. | 
was never able to finish either the detail scan or the summary scan. | did get through a little 
over half on both, and did find even that limited amount of information to be helpful. When my 
mother's results came in last week | decided to try again. | don't know why but | was able to 
finish the summary scan for both of our kits on my first try. | moved on to the detail scan 
which also appeared to be working now. It was only scanning 4 to 7 matches a minute so the 
progress was slow. After letting it run all night it still hadn't completed. | left the house for a 
few hours that day, and when | came back, unfortunately, the scan had stopped. The screen 
message said feature not available? So | tried again and the scan started from the beginning 
instead of resuming where | left off. The next day it stopped, again, before completing. This 
time | kept refreshing the screen until it restarted. Unfortunately that night Ancestry took the 
site down for a few hours for maintenance. | wasn't sure if | would have to start from the 
beginning? After the down time ended | tried again, and luckily this time it started from where 
it left off, and | was able to fully scan both kits. 


The size of the files created was large. 


cugegiDeborah Goodman ss Forgey = End Forgey, FR 
90834 
My file was 44mb and my Mom's was :: 
38mb. | sorted the files by surname. 2 cr ‘ 
This is such a time saver. | was now aos: Fi ee 1 1809 
Hen Haney = a 1878 
able to see all of the same surnames 3 Fomor fest roses 1890 
: 90847 1 Forgey len Forgey 1812 
grouped together, and | could easily —+ So Emily ne Fogey 37 1887 
i Famer tenes Ae 1801 1880 
. . . G6e51 [ ‘OF lames ‘or 1 
look for variant spellings. Now | didn't 20852 Fovgey Andrew Fargey 1732 1209 
' ' = raey Grogs ©. Faey 1058 it 
have to click twice to see my matches sabss a oa te 
0857 ui mmett Forgey 1 1 
shared surname ancestors. | could ee Fataey Ca Se es 


see the exact lineage of my matches 
quickly. 


| know Ancestry would prefer everyone access the DNA results strictly from their site. They 
don't have an incentive to make the process of reviewing the matches quick. The more time 
people spend at their site the better for them. Clearly the point of DNA testing for Ancestry is 
to encourage people to subscribe and continue to do so. If this drives the price down | can't 
criticize them too much. For my particular family lines Ancestry is producing the best 
matches, and the most matches. The other companies have really slowed down now and 
aren't producing many significant matches. Ancestry is the only game in town for me now. 


When | do another scan! know now to keep refreshing the screen until it continues. Glad to 
have finally gotten all of this information downloaded. Productive week. Thank you very much 
Jeff Snavely! 
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Friday, August 1, 2014 


DNA News of the Week: Ancestry Test 
Results 


(2 27 people 0 


= 11091 people @ 8 
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| like the icons added showing common matches between my Mom and | 


My Mom's AncestryDNA test results came in on Monday July 28; exactly 3 weeks after | 
mailed the kit in. | wasn't confident she would pass the test on the first try. It took half an hour 
to collect the sample from her, and | wasn't sure if there was enough saliva. | guess all was 
good because she passed. 


It's taken a few days for the surname and place search to be fully functional. My mom and | 
share 2658 common matches out of around 7000 matches a piece. 


| called Ancestry when | couldn't get the search to work the day after the results came in. 
They came to the same conclusion | did that the search takes time to make all of the 
connections. | was told that better sharing tools would be coming out soon. 


I'm very happy with the results. Her ethnic breakdown looks America 1% 
plausible. Her range for Spanish/Iberian was between 0-24%. | —_— = 

Europe 79% 
believe it is around 24%. The only thing left out were her German m creat eran ao 


§ Italy/Greece 12% 


DNA roots. When | looked at the heat map Great Britain does 
overlap on to the continent. 


@ Ireland 10% 


My primary objectives in testing her with Ancestry were met. | had —Ss ~ 
some things | wanted to clarify by testing her. | had noticed one of — 
the Owens descendant match's was possibly related to me through pares tt ai 


Pacific Islander 1 


my father and mother's side. | assumed that this person shared DNA - 

on my father's side. As it turns out they match on my Mom's side. So 

this person being a low confidence match probably shares only Callahan line DNA and not 
Owens. | have already confirmed my Callahan line with DNA testing. | need more DNA 
support on my Owens line. | had one more Owens match which held up after testing my 
Mom. She didn't match this particular person; supporting paternal origins for this match. 
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Another line | wanted more DNA support for was Urmey/Brower. | had a Brower match on the 
correct paper trail line. My Mom was also a moderate match with the same person. She also 
had Urmey matches which provides additional support. | have always been troubled by the 
fact that my Eve Urmey was not named in her father's will. This could have been a recording 
error? 


| am always looking any DNA matches supporting our Forgey circumstantial case. My mother 
got some Forgey matches | didn't have. My Mom also had a Duer match which might 
connect with Margaret Reynolds-Forgey? Her mother was said to be Ellen Duer. Right now 
I'm looking for firm matches on the Fisher and Reynolds lines. We already know that all the 
Tennessee Forgeys are related, so matching strictly on that line doesn't mean as much. If | 
could collect Forgey segments it would more useful. 


I'm still waiting for my Aunt's DNA test results. Her sample was received a week before | 
mailed my Mom's to AncestryDNA. She is testing with FamilyTree DNA. | regret not having 
her tested with AncestryDNA now. I'm hesitant to ask family members to do a saliva test. Also 
the saliva tests sometimes have to be repeated. AncestryDNA has a better database to 
compare with. | wish they had a swab test. In the future, as long as GEDmatch is around, | 
think I'll use Ancestry instead of Family Tree for autosomal tests. 


Tuesday, July 8, 2014 


DNA News of the Week: Solving Problems 
With Segments 
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| had not been able to finish watching the last half hour of the Jamboree Webinar | purchased 
until last week. For some reason (maybe the fact | use Wifi?) | kept losing the video signal 
half an hour into it, and could never advance passed that. | purchased the session 
"TECHNIQUES FOR USE OF AUTOSOMAL DNA TESTS TO BREAK THROUGH 
GENEALOGICAL BRICK WALLS" (link to syllabus1, syllabus 2). 


The techniques used by Dr. Janzen focus on establishing a good foundation for drawing 
conclusions using shared segments. Having your parents tested allows you to do phasing 
which is extremely useful. Even if you only have one parent test it's very useful. The more 
close cousins you test or compare with, such as 1st through 3rd, puts you in a better position 
when it comes to making connections with more distant cousins. The segments shared at 
these cousin levels tend to be large, and more conclusive than the much smaller segments 
shared by distant cousins. You can extend the length of your ancestral segments if your 
matches shared segment extends beyond yours. When you find others sharing smaller 
segments at 4th cousin and beyond you can then more confidently label those segments. 
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Unfortunately, 23andme and Family Tree DNA are on different builds, with 23andme on the 
37 build and Family Tree DNA is on the 36 build. This just means more positions have been 
added to the chromosomes by 23andme, making them longer. This can lead to problems 
when comparing between companies. Family Tree DNA may eventually move to the 37 build 
or advance to a 38 build. 


Dr. Janzen emphasized the need to take great care before assuming you received a segment 
from a particular ancestor. You need to look for all possible connections going back as far as 
possible. His example was the surname Broshears (which coincidentally has a connection 
with my family). This name isn't very common so he assumed that was his connection with 
one of his matches. Doing more research he discovered it was not their shared ancestral 
line. Instead it was Alexander. 


As an aside, interestingly this week I received an email 
from a representative of an adoptee. He concluded the 
same thing | did. This person is related to me through my 
Irish line due to the fact several others with the same 
roots match me on that segment. He also collected 


Our Mullens lived 15 miles from one 
of my matches Mullens 


gedcoms from the other matches and found out that we 
all shared ancestors with the surname Mullen. Three of 
us do. Mullen being very common, the population of 
Ireland not being very mobile, and a paper trail going back only around 150 years makes, 
confirming our connection is through Mullen nearly impossible. We are hoping advances in 
segment identification will solve this problem. He also concluded we were likely 3rd cousins 
based on the amount of DNA we share in common. This can be misleading due to the fact 
the Irish population is fairly endogamous. 


Dr Janzen also spoke briefly about endogamous ee he 
populations. Isolated populations, such as those living on 
islands, tend to marry blood relatives. This leads to even 


Figures from 23andMe's Relative Finder: 


distant relatives sharing large amounts of DNA. 
Autosomal DNA testing as it currently stands is not very 
helpful for those with ancestors in these populations. 


« 4th and more distant cousins: 07-5 


Use with caution (from ISSOGG site) 


The French Canadian population is like that, since 

everyone is descended from a small population of founders. The founding population of the 
US was much larger and tended to be always on the move (and receiving new infusions of 
DNA from immigrants). My ancestors, anyway, were constantly on a westward move until we 
hit the Pacific Ocean. So far, along my US line, I've only found one match sharing with me 
through more than one line. 


Someone asked a question at the end directed toward the medical side of testing since Dr. 
Janzen is a medical doctor. They wanted to know how useful 23andme type testing is. He 
said it can provide useful information, but isn't really that informative at this time. As he said a 
majority of illness is due to factors not related to DNA. Lifestyle is the number one contributor 
to disease and illness. 


Dr. Janzen's session points up the need for easy access to segment information. Without it 
we can't confidently draw conclusions. He stated we need to put pressure on the testing 
companies to release this information. 

(Another aside, | just finished listening to Dr. Janzen speak again about the use of segments. 
He said he feels testing 2nd cousins offers more bang for your buck). 
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| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Monday, June 30, 2014 


DNA News of the Week: New AncestryDNA 
tools? That Work? 


Search This 
Blog 


My Blog List 


Geneabloggers 
Blogiversary 
Spotlight: Empty 
Branches on the 
Family Tree 
2 days ago 

Watch live streaming video from ancestry at livestream.com iW 

Arlene Eakle's 
Tennessee Blog 


The DAR, The 
This weekend | listened to The Barefoot Genealogist's Livestream video titled "DNA Bio WPA, and your 
Connections". | had heard information, coming out of NGS, that new tools were in the works Genealogy 
at AncestryDNA. The Barefoot Genealogist spoke about that, briefly, in this presention. She pleads 
said they would be coming out sometime this year. I'm hoping that they give us a tool which 
allows us to see where we share DNA with out matches? 
Followers 


I'm also hoping one of the old tools will get fixed or replaced. The surname and place search 
doesn't always catch every match with the surname or place you are searching for. If you 
would like to find every instance of a particular name you will have to look at every match. 
That is far too time consuming for most people. | thought the search problems were fixed 
until it surfaced again recently; | had a new Forgey match that didn't show up in the search. 
After this | decided to go through my match list and search for 

names one match at a time again (the leaf hints do work however) 
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| do recommend the Ancestry 
Livestream video | posted above. 
Some very good advice is provided. 


Right now, with the present tools, 


finding and evaluating matches is Matches that come up when searched 

extremely time consuming. Proper by surname Forgey, the one below doesn't, and should 
evaluation requires uploading raw 

data to GEDmatch. Most of my — P| Ey ea 
matches will not agree to compare | + ati ee eee min? EES = 

there; which presents a problem. | Z — ono 


Without seeing the segments we 
share it's difficult to confirm who our Favorite Links 
shared ancestor is. It would be a 


‘ : ; : Burgenland Bunch 
nice gesture for Ancestry.com to make a generous donation to GEDmatch since their ine eee 


customers rely on this site so heavily. Learn Genetic 
Genealogy 

Here is my most recent list of connections | found at AncestryDNA. I've found many, and do 

recommend testing with them. At this point, as | stated before, it can be time consuming Blog Archive 

digging out all relevent matches. Hopefully the new tools will be aimed towards providing 

information to help compare DNA segments with matches, and we get a surname and place 

search that finds what we are searching for every time. 
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profile 
Tuesday, June 24, 2014 


Feedjit 
DNA News of the Week: Taking Steps 
Forward and Backward 


How DNA will change the face of Irish genealo... 


A few weeks ago | said that | thought | may had found an Ancestry.com match relating to my 
Thurman family line. It was a very low confidence match and this person traced their 
Thurman line back to a Baze Thurman. | looked this line up at the Thurman DNA project and 
found they were in the R1b haplo group. The Y test results for my Thurman line came in this 
week. His haplo group wasn't R1b (thank goodness). My Thurman line is in the 11 Haplo 
group. So now it appears we are actually related to a Richard Thurman and Sarah of Prince 
Edward County, VA. We are still not certain whether my John Thurman was their son or 
nephew? 


Going back to my false assumption that a very low confidence Thurman match may have 
related to my own line brings up an issue I've been wondering about. Does Ancestry use your 
tree information along with DNA results when assigning your matches? | would think they 
should not. What made me a little suspicious about this possibility is the fact | have a number 
of matches with ancestors who have similar last names as mine. One of my lines is Kapple. | 
have Capel, Capple, and Chappel matches. The spelling of my surname changed from 
Koppel to Kapple. | looked at the matches with the similar names, and found they would most 
likely have no relationship to my own surname. This could all be a coincidence because | 
have 5000 matches? Don't really know? 


Our Forgey/Forgy & Forgie surname project is inching forward with a new result this week. 
We got a result for a Samuel Forgey and Sarah descendant. This line was specifically 
through their son Jonathon Forgy of Laurens County, SC, and his son Asa. He matched the 
main group. This line now has a branch tag which is 10 on DYS391. Nice to get a result 
which matches their paper trail. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2016-02-02T 12:36:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 3/35 


1/18/24, 10:53 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


| also got a 95 percent confidence 


match with a confirmed descendant of Paternal Ancestor Name Country —_|Haplogroup 

Andrew Forgey and Anna Roller. ee al bs 
14 24 15 10/15-15 11/13/ 11/14 12 30/16 
Really great news. | would love to Bd RS ad 
i 14/24/15) 11 15-16| 11 | 13/ 11| 14) 12) 30/ 16 

compare with them at Gedmatch. Samual Forgey, 1726-1770 ireland Hi223.—~=«« 44/24/15 AO 15-46 11/13 11/14/42) 30 
|Samuel Foray 1726 - 1770 |France +1126 44/24/45 | 40/15-16/ 11 /13/ 11| 14/12) 30/16 
Andrew Forgey, 1732-1809 Unknown Origin 126 44/24/45 11 1545) 11/13 11/14) 42/30/16 
Andrew Forgey d. 1820 ‘Unknown Origin +1126 14) 24/45/11 15-16/ 11/13) 41/44 42 30) 16 
Andrew Forgey 1732 - 1809 ireland e126 | 44/24/45) 11 15-16/ 41 | 13/ 11/44) 12/ 30) 16 
We also got more great news on the ‘Andrew Forgey, 1732-1809 |Unknown Origin 4223 | 14/24/45 41 15-16/ 11 13/11 14 12/30/16 
| Samuel Forgy 1726 - 1770 |Northem ireland! +126 14/24/4511 | 15-16 11/13 11/ 14/12, 30/ 16 


Forgey front with a descendant of 
Andrew Forgy of Maury County, TN 
matching a descendant of Andrew Forgey and Margaret 


Reynolds. More confirmation that those lines are related. 
This will also help us map the Forgey segment position 
on Chromosome 2. | believe this also suggests that 
Andrew of Maury County, TN may be a son Alexander 


Forgey, brother of Andrew Forgey. 


| heard from a match whose mother was born in Nicaragua this week. Some of her ancestors 
also came from Granada Nicaragua. 


| listened to another session from Jamboree DNA day this week; "How DNA will change the 
face of Irish Genealogy". The most interesting take aways regarded the ancient Irish 
genealogies and The People of the British Isles project. DNA might help us link up with 
others who have confirmed lines of descent which trace back to these ancient genealogies. 
Regarding the People of the British Isles project and their autosomal DNA data collection, 
they have been able to use this data to divide Britain into 29 genetically unique populations. 
These areas were isolated due to geography. In a year to 18 months everyone may be able 
to compare their results with these sets of results. 


| will soon have an Autosomal DNA result to stand in for my Father. My Aunt agreed to test. | 
took the opportunity to buy a test during Family Tree DNA's Fathers’ Day sale. | can't wait to 
get the results. 


Wednesday, June 11, 2014 
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DNA News of the Week: SCGS Jamboree 
2014 


Another news worthy DNA week has passed. Big announcement that Ancestry.com is now 
out of the mtDNA and Y DNA business. A distant Forgey cousin tested his Y DNA with 
Ancestry.com. Nothing really came of it that | know of ? It was never a popular company for 
that kind of testing. The set up for the projects wasn't as helpful as Family Tree DNA which 
has many great tools. AncestryDNA would be much more respected in the genetic genealogy 
community if they showed their costumers the positions of segment matches. 


The streaming at Jamboree got off to a bumpy start this year. DNA Day streaming buffered 
constantly because of a slow Internet connection at the hotel. Many of us still had buffering 
problems on Friday. This may have had something to do with an AT&T service problem. By 
Saturday all of the streaming problems were resolved. 


One of the best tips | got from this year's Jamboree was from Cyndi Ingle's presentation 
regarding One Tab. This Google Chrome Extension saves memory and stops tab clutter. | 
tend to have large numbers of tabs open at once, which can get very confusing. 


Some of the Live Stream sessions | viewed, and what | picked up from them: 


1. "DNA and the Genealogical Proof Standard" which was presented by Blaine Bettinger. 
As he stated DNA is an important part of proving a lineage to the level of the GPS. As 
he said going back 200 years there is an 8 percent chance of a non paternal event. 
The farther back you trace your family the more chances there are for a break in the 
line. He also brought up the fact that DNA can't prove everything; the tests have 
limitations. It is just one aspect of the proof standard. Testing is cheaper than it was; 
but, can still become very expensive if you want to test every family line, as he also 
mentioned. Choose tests and testers wisely. He also mentioned what a hassle it can 
be to convince someone to test, and get them to actually return the kit. | know 
someone who still hasn't returned a kit after 3 years. 


2. The Internet: A Genealogist's Printing Press presented by Cyndi Ingle. This was 
presented differently than | expected. | was expecting information on publishing a book 
with an online publisher. Instead the presentation dealt with query forums, blogs and 
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other places where we post information or interact with fellow researchers. | thought 
this was an excellent presentation. My communications, over the years, have become 
more slap dash due the fast pace of Internet communication.| do need to take a little 
more time with my communications. Cyndi also brought up blog naming. My blog name 
isn't very catchy or informative. | could have put more thought into. 


. Rights and Responsibilities presented by Judy Russell was very interesting. The video 


of her presentation along with the others will be available until July 5th. 

Your Irish Ancestry Online | collected some new site links from this presentation by Dr. 
Maurice Gleeson. | thought the site for the Trinity College 1641 and 1671 landowners’ 
search was particularly interesting. 

Dr. Maurice Gleeson: Ireland and the Slave Trade Was another interesting Irish related 
presentation. The connection between Barbados and Ireland is fascinating. | believe a 
distant Forgie relation served as an indentured servant there. | had no idea that Irish 
women and children were sent there as slaves. It's not known yet whether they were 
enslaved for life. 

Resources of the DAR: Beyond Revolutionary War Soldiers presented by D. Joshua 
Taylor was another interesting presentation | viewed. Interesting to see the website's 
new look. 

The Future of Genetic Genealogy presented by Bennett Greenspan founder and owner 
of Family Tree DNA. Many interesting points were brought up in this great presentation 


The Big Y Project will produce closer terminal SNPs for all of us (meaning closer 
in time. Hopefully to within a couple hundred years) 

Convergence was also discussed. Convergence occurs when mutations separate 
you from your correct line and make it look like you are related to a different line; 
which doesn't share your surname. Having a matching terminal SNP eliminates 
the possibility of connecting with the wrong line. 

| learned that our Kapple/Kapple J2 Haplo split from J1 10,000 years ago. 

Y DNA and MtDNA is a science; but Autosomal DNA is an art and a science. 

It isn't known for sure how much of what Autosomal DNA purports to tell us is 
actually just hype? Some of the claims may not be true? (we need Geneticists not 
affiliated with the testing companies to take a look at consumer testing and 
evaluate the accuracy of the whole process.) 

The problem faced when Autosomal testing inbred populations was also brought 
up. Current testing filters frequently misidentify the level of relationship. 

Larger Autosomal DNA chips would make the process more accurate. The cost of 
the chip at this point is too high. 

Full sequencing may become affordable in 5-10 years 


| appreciate these livestreams because I'm a caregiver, and can't leave home for very long. 
I've been attending by livestream for several years now. Hopefully | can attended in person 
next year! 
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Thursday, June 5, 2014 


DNA Day at Jamboree 2014 
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| attended the Lab Tour session this morning via 
live stream. | tried to attended the Advanced 
Autosomal session at 5:00, but | had lots of 
problems with the feed. 


The Lab Tour session was very interesting and 
included a demonstration on how DNA is 
extracted using a strawberry. The presenter then 
explained a little about the different tests 
available. Volunteers carrying colored circles 
were enlisted to demonstrate how mtDNA results 
are produced. Autosomal DNA lab analysis was 
explained in the same way, but this time the 
volunteers carried large cards with colored dots 
representing SNPs. Apparently the cards weren't 
correctly printed, so there was a lab failure as an 
audience member put it. 


| didn't Know that the Y DNA and mtDNA samples weren't analyzed using a chip? Only the 
autosomal testing is done with a chip. That's probably why the autosomal tests come back so 


quickly. 


All of us are wishing for more accurate ethnicity results; but, as the presenter explained we 
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are a long way from that goal at this time. As she stated all the DNA companies use different 
reference populations; which is the reason all the companies produce different results. For 
instance Family Tree DNA uses these data sets GeneByGene DNA customer 

database, Human Genome Diversity Project, International HapMap Project, Estonian 
Biocentre data. 23andme uses the Human Genome Diversity Project, International HapMap 
Project, and 1000 Genome Project. Ancestry uses the Human Genome Diversity Project and 
the Sorenson database. All of the companies use their own customer sample collections. So 
we don't get consistent results. 


To explain why it's so difficult to accurately predict ethnic origins the S OFS 
presenter used a US Map game. She asked which states are associated with ’ 
football? Many states are. So we can't pinpoint one. If we have some ee 
additional information like a Football state and the Fighting Irish we can a 
confidently pinpoint the state. Not being an expert on the subject | interpret 

this as meaning we need to find certain combinations of SNPs in order to establish a link to 
a particular place. | also suppose we don't have all of these combinations mapped out yet. 
We need larger sets of data from every ethnic population in the world in order to find the 
unique SNP combinations shared by these groups. That may be a wrong interpretation? It's 
the way | understood it (I shouldn't have napped in biology class). We are still in the infancy 
of ethnic prediction. The data is still being collected, and the analysis process is still being 
refined. From this explanation it seems like eventually we will get the accurate results we are 
looking for. 


The presenter also shared a story about when she didn't follow lab procedures and 
temporarily blinded herself. That was in the early days of analysis when goggles were 
required so your eyes wouldn't be damaged by ultra violet light. The process is safer now. 
DNA and the Genealogical proof standard will be live streamed at 2:30 pacific time 
tomorrow. It's a free session. 


Wednesday, June 4, 2014 


DNA News Update: Genome Mate's Segment 
Mapper 
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Kitty's segment map 


Genome Mate now allows you to download a CSV file to Kitty's DNA mapper site. You can 
also use the mapper provided at the Genome Mate site itself. This is an important tool to 
keep track of your shared segments. Autosomal DNA, for genealogy, is all about the finding 
shared segments. Matching segments establishs a genetic relationship between you and 
your matches. Triangulation is an important part of genetic genealogy because it allows you 
to find matches who share segments in common with you and your matches. Sharing DNA 
on a small random segments with another person doesn't prove you are related to them. To 
confirm a relationship you need to find a shared ancestor. The best proof is having a shared 
ancestor with your match, and more than two people from the same line matching on the 
same segment, or segments. CeCe Moore gave more clarification regarding her statement 
about sharing multiple segments, and its implication that you share a common ancestor more 
recently. She said the segments should be larger ones; 7 cMs and over. Although there isn't 
any hard and fast rule regarding how much DNA anyone past 3rd cousin should share in 
order for the match segments to be IBD. 


The segments maps at Genome Mate and Kitty's Mapper are both great. You can download 
a CSV file from Genome Mate with your selected segments. This is great. Otherwise you 
would have to select the matches 5 at a time from Family Tree DNA's chromosome browser, 
or slowly copy them off a spreadsheet. Both more time consuming. Before you upload the file 
you can open it and change the segment names if you would like (you actually do need to 
open the file anyway to rename the segment headings Start and End). 


All of Genome Mate's tools are very helpful. It's an indispensable program for Genetic 
Genealogy. 


Side Chr Start_Point End Point Generation MRCA 


P 6 77000000 107000000 7 Lewis Zirkle 

M 1 8000000 18000000 7 Susannah Poteet 

M 41, 23000000 38000000 7 Susannah Poteet 

M 1, 228000000 239000000 5 Jesse CALLAHAN 

P 2 32000000 46000000 2 Dorothy Winifred MASON 
P 2 86000000 107000000 2 Dorothy Winifred MASON 
P 2 134000000 145000000 2 Rudolph Christian Kapple 
M 2 205000000 217000000 6 Hugh Forgey 

P 3 144000000 160000000 2 Dorothy Winifred MASON 
P 4 122000000 139000000 2 Dorothy Winifred MASON 
P 4 169000000 180000000 2 Dorothy Winifred MASON 
P 6 102000000 110000000 6 Hugh Forgey 

P 8 31000000 72000000 3 Helen Mullen 

P 11, 45000000 67000000 2 Rudolph Christian Kapple 
P 13. 85000000 98000000 6 Jacob Roller m. Eve Zirkle 
P 14, 50000000 62000000 2 Dorothy Winifred MASON 
P 18 60000000 68000000 5 Anderson WRAY 

P 16 0 6000000 2 Dorothy Winifred MASON 
P 16, 52000000 62000000 6 Jacob Roller 

M 5 22000000 36000000 5 Jesse CALLAHAN 

M 4 170000000 180000000 7 Lewis Zirkle 
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CSV file 


Sunday, June 1, 2014 


DNA News of the Week: Very Low 
Confidence Matches? Plus Genome Mate 
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My Mom's Segment Chart. | found | can add segments using Paint shapes 


Last week | said that | had found a very low confidence match at AncestryDNA who shared a 
20 cM segment, and the others | looked at, in that confidence range, shared 10 cM 
segments. This week | was contacted by a very low confidence match who shared only one 6 
cM segment. That doesn't sound like a very promising match? As it turned out she also 
matched my mother at FTDNA, and shared much more DNA with her. She shared a 28 cM 
segment with her. | looked at her Ancestry.com tree and found a Rhea on it. | then did more 
research to see whether her Rhea might be related to our Wrays? | did find that her Rhea 
ancestor was indeed related to our Wrays. | also found another Rhea matching on the same 
segment. So very low confidence matches sharing small amounts of DNA can be related. It 
just takes verification through a stronger match with another proven relative. 


fs [anoam [resssare[ 61 [ara 


Lucky | was able to compare with my latest AncestryDNA match before the site went down 
for a few weeks. Here is their statement about the site status: 

“GEDmatch temporarily down. As most of you know, website reliability has been an 
ongoing problem. In an effort to improve reliability, we are starting the process of 
changing the location of our servers. It is anticipated that this transition may take at 
least a couple of weeks. Thank you for your patience and support during this process. 
As we know more about an anticipated restoration date, we will post that information 
here. Please do not send emails asking when the site will be back online." 
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I'm hoping | don't need to do another comparison until the site is back up again; if | do then 
it's going to be a long wait. 


Another DNA project | have been working on this week is at Genome Mate. | happened to 
see this announcement from the software developer: 


"Expanded the Segment List to show a chromosome map and added an export button to format 
data for use in Kitty's mapper. Click on Segments on the main page." 


So | went ahead and highlighted all my match segments properly by selecting the ancestor 
our lines match through, and also selecting the Paternal or Maternal radio buttons. | did all of 
this for both my Mom and myself. After completing this | found | was not able to download a 
CSV file to use for Kitty's mapper? So | went back to Facebook to look for more information 
and found this: 


"Segments need to be marked as permanent before they can be exported. | often will mark a segment but not 


make it permanent until | have it triangulated." 


So | went back and couldn't find a button to mark the segments as permanent. | went back to 
Facebook again and found more instructions. You need to right click on the segments in the 
segment map, which takes you to a dialog box with the save button. So | finally got it 
downloaded and went over to the Kitty's mapper site. | then discovered it wouldn't work 
because the formatting wasn't correct and the full segment numbers weren't included. So if | 
want to use the Genome Mate's CSV file with Kitty's mapper | need to add the information. | 
decided that would be too time consuming. | might as well just download to information from 
FTDNA 5 matches at a time them combine it all in one CSV file. | may do this when | get a 
chance. 


| did manage to accomplish a great deal DNA wise this week. Now | have another Wray 
cousin. After some triangulation | also managed to find more likely Wray matches. | have 
segment maps at Genome Mate. | also have another Irish match at FTDNA. This match has 
ancestors from Tuam, Galway, Ireland. Two other matches share the same segment; a third 
shares a segment with one of them. One of these matches is adopted so this new match 
should provide her with more ancestral origin information. My Mullen family came from the 
Tuam area of Galway, so this is probably a IBD match. 


I'm looking forward to the streaming sessions from Jamboree which begin on Thursday. The 
first day is DNA day, and there is a $30 per session charge for viewing. The next 3 days are 
free. 
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My segment chart. 


Saturday, May 24, 2014 


DNA News of the Week: Are those Cousin 
Predictions Accurate? 


Family History and DNA - Genetic Genealogy 


en Family History and DNA: Streamed Video All-Day 


'sday June 5, 2014 from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM PDT 
dd to Calendar Pass 


Join us forlive-streamed webcasts of five sessions from the Family History and DNA Conference, 
ere co-sponsored by ISOGG and SCGS. individual sessions cost $30 each. Purchase the All-Day Pass 
ig ail Cringe oeent offive sessions at the discounted price of $130 and receive the complete DNA conference syllabus 
of 20 presentations at no additional cost. 


feet * Required information 


aHinkel 
sored by ISOGG and Southem California Personal Information 


ealogy Jamboree * First Name: 
574.8393 i 


| registered for this. 


23andme had its first G+ hangout this week, see the video here. It was an overview of the 
types of tests they perform on your sample and how to navigate their site. | now have a better 
understanding of how to navigate their website. | manage my cousin's account. The Q & Aat 
the end raised some interesting questions. CeCe Moore is a genetic genealogist and is very 
knowledgeable on the subject; most of the hangout was devoted to her site overview. Her 
answers during the Q & A were very enlightening. The answer to the question about segment 
size and cM totals, for use in deciding which matches deserve further examination, sparked 
my interest. | have thousands of matches to review. That list needs pruning if | want to work 
through the list in my remaining lifetime. | tested with FTDNA in the summer of 2012. Before | 
read all of the instructions on interpreting results | took the predictions literally. After 
identifying ancestors out past the 5 generation cut off | actually read the instructions, and 
found out that remote 5th cousins can be related to you somewhere around 500 years ago. 
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According to the answer CeCe gave regarding how to pick out your most promising matches 
she recommended looking for matches who share multiple segments. She also said that 
large single segments can be very old ; she called them sticky segments. | have a number of 
matches who share single large segments and we can't find any connection. | assume these 
are sticky segments from hundreds of years ago. | went into my results and looked for 
someone who shared multiple segments. | found one with 6 shared segments. | took CeCe's 
advice on tailoring an email, and sent that person a query. | noticed that match had 
Tennessee ancestors so | brought that up in the email. I'll see if | get an answer? 


I'm new to AncestryDNA and their match confidence predictions. Their predictions are also 
sometimes quite far off the actual relationship. They try to limit the number of IBS segments 
by phasing results. This process attempts to identify which segments come from your mother, 
and which from your father. Long compound segments may actually be made up of smaller 
segments from your mother and father. Phasing is supposed to identify these segments and 
break them down to their true size. This phasing process doesn't aways produce accurate 
predictions. | believe they should do the phasing; but, also let us see where the segments are 
just in case the phasing didn't produce an accurate result. | found a very low confidence 
match who | shared 28cMs with. | believe she may relate on my mother's line? She may not 
be as low confidence as it appeared after phasing. I've noticed that very low confidence 
matches can share long segments of DNA, or small segments down to around 10 cMs. 
Phasing isn't perfect, so some good matches can be rated very low. 


[che 


Start + Location] Centimorgans (¢M)] SNPs 
[1s 


2,524,900 | 10,276,781 | 245 [2.022 


dl 
Estimated number of generations to MRCA = 4.6 


28 cMs very low confidence match AncestryDNA 


Another issue brought up at the 23andme G+ hangout was the low response rate of 
23andme matches. Less than half will respond to queries. That is a difficult problem to 
resolve. | was thinking maybe they need to exclude people who don't share any information 
from viewing the trees? If you don't share any information at all maybe you shouldn't be able 
to see other peoples’ information? Or maybe they could offer an incentive to customers? If 
you share your surname or family tree you get to use some cool feature? Maybe some sort of 
chart function or Gedmatch type utility? | am not going to test with 23andme until more 
information is given about matches. 


I'm looking forward to the Southern California Genealogy Jamboree live stream this year; 


which takes place June 5. Glad to see a full day is being devoted to DNA. | got my all day 
viewing pass for the DNA live stream from Jamboree you can register here . 
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Sunday, May 18, 2014 
DNA News of the Week: Can DNA lie to You? 


AncestryDNA Chrome Helper 


ell, my DNA has never lied to me. I've had people lie to me, but my DNA has been honest 

ith me. Looking at my health related DNA results it show an increased risk for Thyroid 
disease, and | did get Graves disease 10 years ago. A news report shared by Elise Friedman 
at Facebook regarding Family Tree DNA brought up this particular question. The reporter 
said DNA doesn''t lie. True, it doesn't but the results are open to interpretation. The report did 
provide some information I'm always excited to hear about. Bennett Greenspan was briefly 
interviewed and stated that 1.1 million people have tested through Family Tree DNA and the 
Genographic project. He also stated they are processing 200 to 300 tests a day. Really great 
news for those of us who have tested with them. You can listen to the report here. 


An interesting blog post regarding the phasing of atDNA results was posted this week. 
Phasing may help to reduce the Identical by State matches. Read more here at DNA 
Genealogy. 


| had a very exciting week DNA wise. Larry Forgey's DNA results finally came in after two 
months of waiting. His results provided very important data for our group at Family Tree DNA. 
He didn't share the rare mutation my Uncle had. No one else in our group, or our close 
matches at the Ferguson group have this mutation. It's on a slow mutating marker. If Larry 
did share this mutation it could have caused a reconsideration of the circumstantial case 
we've put together for the family. Larry mismatched the modal by one marker. The mutation 
was on a fast mutating marker. Roger Forgey remains the only person matching the modal 
exactly. We now need someone to test in the William Forgey of PA line, and we need more 
testers to help resolve the NPE's in the John Forgy PA line. 
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Haplogroup 
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One of the best tips | got regarding working with the AncestryDNA results is the AncestryDNA 
Helper. It a chrome extension which gives you more tools to work with to analyse your 
results. You can download your matches along with their ancestral info. You can also use the 
search functions which the extension adds to your pages to search using user name. You 
can also search your notes. The surname search, however, doesn't work as well. The 
Ancestry search actually works well now. 


| was able to see, visually, the difference between the number of matches at Ancestry and 
Family Tree DNA when | made these charts. Ancestry has a much larger pool of testers to 
match with. Here are the notes | made when reviewing my results. 
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Family Tree DNA 


| have found more connections at Ancestry. | do have some good matches at Family Tree 
DNA also, just not as many. 


| had two great matches this week. My first confirmed DNA match from Burgenland, Austria 
showed up this week. It was at Family Tree DNA so | was able to triangulate, and found two 
more possible Burgenland related matches. | also got my first Del Castillo match (my 
grandmother Forgey's maiden name). | had an Arguello match before. This Del Castillo 
match is Del Castillo Arguello. They are also related to the Chamorro family. Violetta 
Chamorro was President to Nicaragua. My Del Castillo family was also part of the ruling 
class in Nicaragua. 
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Hopefully we'll have more testers soon, and more results to look forward to! 


Tuesday, May 13, 2014 


DNA News of the Week: What is really 
Provable? 
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The names in red represent lines I've had DNA matches on. I've had a Forgey matches out past my paper trail. 
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An important statement recently regarding DNA standards and ethics, which was recently 
drafted, was brought up at last week's NGS conference. You can read more about it here at 
The Legal Genealogist's blog. It raises questions about how test results should be used and 
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interpreted. | was aware of the possibility of NPE's back in 2011 when | started DNA testing 
relatives. | didn't have to deal with any of these events until recently. The possibility of 
uncovering long forgotten family secrets is a bomb shell issue, and not my favorite part of the 
process. So we are all trying to navigate this booby trapped maze. Advice on handling our 
results is appreciated. 


Another very interesting bit of information coming out of the NGS conference regards 
ancestral predictions at AncestryDNA. AncestryDNA had been using megabase matches to 
predict relationship degree. Fall 2013 they switched to using centimorgans. Anyone testing 
earlier than that still has results based on megabases. Another hint coming out of the 
conference was that Ancestry does intend to offer more tools to better analyse your results. 
Doesn't sound like a chromosome browser? We'll have to wait and see how useful they are? 
You can read more about what was gleaned regarding AncestryDNA at NGS from CeCe 
Moore's "You Genetic Genealogist" blog. 

It was confirmed in the past week that Family Tree DNA did give a couple of customers the 
wrong DNA results due to samples becoming switched. | think the error rate is generally low, 
from what | hear. It is probably best to confirm your results with a second company if your 
results don't make sense. 


Since myOrigins came out last week I've done more reading about the admixture results the 
DNA companies provide. As everyone agrees the sample populations are still too small to 
base any definite conclusions. Also as the Genographic project puts it if you are very mixed 
ethnically, the results can become very complicated. 


Avery interesting blog post about the new myOrigins utility was posted at the DNAeXplained- 
Genetic Genealogy blog. | borrowed Roberta Estes' idea, and chart, to see if | could infer my 
father's likely results. | came out with a 30% difference, meaning | didn't inherit this DNA from 
my mother. It was an interesting exercise, the differences became very apparent when | 
charted them. All of this is really speculation at this point. We'll see how much more 
unambiguous the results can become? 


Region Me Mom Dad Inferred Minimum 
European Coastal Plain 50 41 9 
European Northlands 0 70 

Trans Ural Peneplain 8 5 3 
European Coastal Islands 29 15 14 
Anatolia and Caucus 0 6 

North Mediterranean 3 10 

Circumpolar 0 

Undetermined* 0 

Egypt/Jordan 4 4 
Morocco Algeria 2 

African sub 2 2 

Native American 3 8 


| borrowed Roberta Estes' chart to compare our results. Undetermined was 30. 


So what can we definitely prove with DNA without question? 


1. With Y DNA we can prove a definite relationship between two men. We can only 
estimate when that relationship occurred. 


2. With mtDNA we can also prove two people are related, and estimate when. 
3. atDNA can prove relationships in the past few generations, and we can speculate on 


possible relationships beyond that. This test requires a family tree going back at least 5 
generations and preferably 11. 
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4. As far as admixture results we can only predict European, African, Asian and Native 
American ancesiry with a high degree of accuracy. We can't reliably predict any more 
precisely than those broad areas. 

5. Y DNA is more reliable in giving us more precise ancestral locations. SNP's provide us 
with the possibility of finding a very specific ancestral locations. 

6. Solid DNA matches can prove our paper trail. DNA without a paper trail proves nothing, 
and a paper trail without DNA confirmation doesn't prove a blood relationship. 


My DNA goals: 


1. After attempting to reconstruct possible results for my father I've decided | need to find 
a stand in for him. | will try to get one of his 4 sisters to test. 


2. We need more Forgey/Forgy & Forgie men to take the Y DNA test. We need at least 
one confirmed haplo for each line. We can also use more atDNA testers 


3. | would love to find more Owens DNA matches. So far | do have one moderate match 
at AncestryDNA. We may need to recruit more Owens relations for DNA testing. 


4. | don't have any matches on Urmey, Brower, or Hicks. Since AncestryDNA's surname 
search doesn't work reliably (meaning it doesn't bring up every instance of the name 
you are searching for) | need to page through all my matches looking for these names 

5. |am also attempting to breakdown my Sarah Campbell brickwall. | found a couple of 
moderate DNA matches at AncestryDNA which may lead to a breakthrough. 


So what have | proven to date using DNA? | now know that my Forgey family was Scottish. 
We used SNP DNA testing to prove this. We also know that the most common Haplogroup 
for the Forgeys is I-L126. We know Andrew Forgey of Maury County, Tennessee, Andrew 
Forgey of Hawkins County, TN and Samuel Forgey of North Carolina are definitely related. 
These men were also related to a Forgie family of Co. Down , Ireland. The surname did 
derive from Ferguson and our group has close matches with the surname Ferguson. My 
Forgey family, along with the others have had no NPE's since around 1600. I've confirmed 
my blood relationship to a number of my lines (See pedigree charts). I've discovered Native 
American, and African ancestry. 


Still waiting on a YDNA result at FTDNA. This test is taking much longer than usual. I'm 
hoping they don't have to rerun it? | was thrilled to learn | may be able to breakdown a 


brickwall on my Thurman line when a descendant in my line takes a Y 37 marker test. Hoping 
his test comes back sooner than our last test! 


Tuesday, May 6, 2014 


DNA Extra: Ancestors Falling through the 
Cracks 
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My Grandfather Rudolph and children 


The Inzenhof Koppel Family had an interesting look. 
Some family tended to a dark complexion, others were very fair. 


Well | seem to have found my Iberian ancestors at myOrigins. The heat maps now include 
Spain. It still puzzled me why my Mom only has 10% Mediterranean? The description of 
population reference groups at the Genographic project cleared my confusion up. The 
average Iberian only has 48% Mediterranean. Their DNA is so similar to Northern European 
you can't tell it apart. They also have some small amounts of Southwest Asian. 


IBERIAN (SPAIN & PORTUGAL) 


MEDITERRANEAN ASIAN EUROPEAN 


IBERIAN 48 3 | n 


This reference population is based on samples collected from people native to Spain and 
Portugal. The 48% Mediterranean and 13% Southwest Asian percentages reflect the strong 
influence of agriculturalists from the Fertile Crescent in the Middle East, who arrived here 
more than 8,000 years ago. The 37% Northern European component likely comes from the 
pre-agricuttural population of Europe—the earliest settlers. who arrived more than 35,000 
years ago during the Upper Paleolithic period. Today, this component predominates in 
northern European populations. while the Mediterranean component is more common in 
southern Europe. 


This may also apply to my Kapple or Koppel ancestors? Koppel is an Ashkenazi surname. 
The family lived on the border between Austria and Hungary. Everyone believed they were 
Ashkenazi based on the surname and the Semitic look of some of our family members. This 
is not showing up in my DNA. Ancestry did find less than 1% of Ashkenazi DNA. | have 4% 
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Middle Eastern DNA which may related to the Kapple side of my family? It's not showing up 
in my Mom's results. Her Middle Eastern isn't from North East Africa like mine. | do have 8% 
Eastern European, but I'm sure which side this is from? | know few people in the Koppel 
village area have taken any kind of DNA test. A few have taken a Y test. My Kapple cousin 
Darryl's Y DNA is J2B. I'm thinking the problem using DNA to find our Koppel ethnic heritage 
relates to not enough data. The chart Doug McDonald gave me a few years ago showed 
areas marked not enough data which may relate to the Koppel DNA? 


Monday, May 5, 2014 


DNA News of the Week: MyOrigins vs 
AncestryDNA 
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myOrigins 


Finally we got a look at the new myOrigins ethnicity charts, which replaces Population Finder 
at Family Tree DNA. Sorting through all this brings to mind talk show guests who purport to 
communicate with dead relatives. They ask audience members, for instance, do you know 
someone with an R in their name. Is ita male? Is his name Robert or Roger? Not too 
impressive. The DNA companies do tell us instead of asking about our ancestors origins. At 
the same time giving themselves plenty of wiggle room by not completely committing to 
anything specifically. You might be told some your ancestors were from Italy. The fine print 
says give or take a few thousand miles. Basically your ancestors were from Europe 
somewhere, but who knows exactly where? That's difficult to exactly pinpoint with DNA. 
Broad regions can be predicted reliably however. 


Actually the old Population Finder Ox nn 
ais Population Percentage Margin of Error 
results came close to committing to a onaitan Ase 40.28% 


Columbian, Maya 10.64% +0.62% 
Mozabite 18.28% +0,.25% 


specific area. My mother was said to 
be 18% Mozabite with an error rate of 
less than 1%. Her new results have 
completely backed away from that. 
She now has 10% Mediterranean and 8% Middle Eastern. Only 2% is now in the Morocco/ 
Algeria area. My Middle Eastern is only 4% now, and it was 13% with a high level of 
confidence. So the old Population Finder was quite inaccurate. We should have been given 
margins of error close to 50%. 

Turning to our head to head competition between AncesitryDNA and myOrigins; we find we 
need to translate the regional descriptions in order to compare. Western Europe seems to be 
covered by European Coastal Plain. 


Round 1. European Coastal Plain at myOrigins and Western Europe at AncestryDNA. This is 
where we see the most stark contrast. Ancestry only gave me less than 1% for this area. My 
Origins gives me 50% for this region. Both could make some sense. | do have a substantial 
number of French Canadian and German matches, which could point to my inheriting more 
DNA than would be expected considering how far removed | am from these ancestors. 
Ancestry does say | could have plus 3% since they do present a margin of error. If you 
calculate shares of inheritance based on generations | could have around 3% of German and 
combined French? | could have inherited more than that, but | would not think it would be 
50%. | would have to give that round to Ancestry. 


Round 2. Our next round considers British Isles ancestry. Ancestry breaks that down 
between Britain and Ireland. Combine these two result | get 60% British Isles. MyOrigins 
gives me 29%. | would say 29% would be closer if you break my heritage down by 
generation. That round goes to MyOrigins. Ancestry gave themselves lots of wiggle room on 
this one with high margins of error however. 


In Round 3 we compare Eastern European results. Here we have a tie with both results 
around the same percentage. AncestryDNA gives me 6% with a high margin of error, 
and myOrigins gives me 8%. 


Round 4 Scandinavian. | am not aware of any Scandinavian in my family. I've heard that 
Ancestry gives unusually frequent results, and high percentages for Scandinavian. | will give 
them the benefit of the doubt and assume this relates to the Vikings in Scotland. This round 
goes to AncestryDNA. 


Round 5 Finland/ Northwest Russia. May relate to Hungarian? This round goes to 
AncestryDNA. No comparable myOrigins result. 
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Round 6 European Jewish. | would give to AncestryDNA because | believe there should be a 
trace of European Jewish which myOrigins does not show. | would like to see myOrigins 
show more trace regions. 


Round 7 Pacific Islander Melanesia. Don't know what to make of that? It's only 1% but is 
completely puzzling to me? myOrigins didn't show an equivalent. I'll just scratch this round. 


Round 8 Middle East is another tie round with both results very close. AncestryDNA gives 
me 5% and myOrigins gives me 4%. The edge does go slightly to myOrigins because they 
gave me a more specific area. Half point extra myOrigins. 


Round 9 Native American is also very close. AncestryDNA gives me 6% and myOrigins gives 
me 3%. I'll give this round to AncestryDNA because FTDNA pulled their old estimate of 5.2% 
Native American and their specific result of Central American Native American. The old 
estimate had a low margin of error and | don't know why they are backing down on that? 


Round 10 Africa. This result leads me to believe that the myOrigins populations are 
becoming more accurate. | had no African with their previous Population Finder. My mtDNA 
turned out to be African, so it's confirmed we do have some African. Both AncestryDNA and 
myOrigins give the exact same result of 2%. Half a point to AncestryDNA for a specific 
location Senagal. It's a tie round otherwise. 


Round 11 Mediterranean. Ancestry gives me 7% and myOrigins 3%. | tend to go with the 
higher results because my cousin's Y DNA of J2b pointed us in that direction. | would give 
this round to AncestryDNA. 


Round 12 Iberian. This isn't an area well covered by the new myOrigins. Ancestry gives me 
5%, which | believe should be higher since one of my Grandmother's, Graciela Del Castillo, 
would have had a high percentage of this regional DNA. This round goes to AncestryDNA. 


Final results Ancestry gets 7 1/2 points and myOrigins gets 1 1/2 
Plus 3 tied Rounds. 


myOrigins is brand new and I'm sure changes will be made at some point which may 
reconcile some of my results. 


Below are some charts | made. The first compares my percentages between AncestryDNA 


and myOrigins. The second would be a chart | made showing my known ancestral 
breakdowns. 
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Comparison Between myOrigins and AncestryDNA 


Annette Kapple's Heritage Chart 
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My knowledge of my Ancestry 


Tuesday, April 29, 2014 


My DNA News of the Week: SNPs and 
AncestryDNA Search 
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Many SNPs available for sale in the R Haplo 


Last Friday, April 25, Family Tree DNA began to offer again for sale individual SNPs. They 
also expanded the number of SNPs available for purchase by including newly identified 
SNPs which have been discovered in partnership with the Genographic Project. These SNP 
markers are useful in identifying ancient migrations of the human population. 
Several of our testers in our Forgey/Forgy & Forgie Project have done deep 
clade testing to determine the origins our family. Our surname sounds 
vaguely French, and the spelling looks a little French. According to Lucille 


Wallace, the author of an extensive family history, the surname was most 
likely derived from the surname Ferguson and was Scots-lrish. It was still 40/8/10) 9 | 0 1921/48 11/1 
possible that the family had been Norman. A distant cousin Roger Forgey 
took an SNP test recommended by the Ferguson group administrator, which 
turned out to be positive for the SNP L126/S165+. This suggests our family 
has been in Brittan for thousands of years. This particular SNP also points = = 2 = 122223 6 10 1 
to the family being in Scotland for 1500 to 5000 years. So our family wasn't 
Norman. Testing a single SNP was an inexpensive way to answer our 


DYS425 Null for 


M284 
question about family origins. Even after the release of the expanded SNP 


tree at Family Tree DNA that SNP is still a terminal one with no options for 

further testing at this time. Our question has been answered to my satisfaction at this time 
anyway. | think SNP testing is worthwhile only if you can test an SNP that is unique enough 
to be useful. | suspect many are too broad ranging to be useful. 


| was inspired by all this SNP talk to Google our SNP again and see what the latest research 
has uncovered about it. Sounds like the definition of this SNP is the same as in 2011. | did 
however find an interesting Forum post about the determination of the broader Haplo M284. 
Dr. Kenneth Norveldt explained that a null value on marker DYS425 was a hallmark of this 
Haplo. Only one person in our group tested 67 markers and the DYS 425 marker. | did find 
the null value which confirms this haplo. Nice to see that confirmation. 


My AncestryDNA search isn't working correctly again. | searched Forgey and two of my 
matches aren't showing up. | searched another surname | had problems with before and it's 
not displaying correctly either. | suspect more accounts may have the same problem; but, 
some of these customers probably aren't aware that some of their surnames aren't showing 
up. Bugs in these massive databases seem to be common and difficult to repair. Here is an 
example of my current issue: 
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These are the results | got when the surname search worked correctly 


Deborah Goodman #5750 people @ | Review Match | 
@ Possibie range: 4th - 6th cousins 

MEE Conidlence: 95% 

Last logged in Apr 28, pas 


Note: ‘Distant cousin' matches (5th cousins or greater) have a lower degree of certainty compared to Srd and 4th cousins. Eventhough 
there is a 50% (or less) chance that you are related. these matches are stil good leads. 


& Adams_Gene ‘2 1023 people @ | Review March | 
25 
These are the results I'm currently getting. Two matches are missing and they still are in my 


match list. 
| was hoping we would have the new Population Finder at Family Tree DNA by now. They 


may not release it until a conference in late May? Our Y DNA project is still awaiting another 
result in batch 563 which may come in this week? 


Tuesday, April 22, 2014 


DNA News of the Week: Why Surname 
Project Admins. Drink 
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AncestryDNA my experience 


DNA surname project administrator sounds like a pleasant little hobby/project. It would be 


easy if everyone with the same surname actually matched when expected. Meaning 
everyone descended from the same ancestors actually matched. The first half dozen men 
who tested in our Forgey/Forgy & Forgie DNA project all did match one another. Even those 
not known to have descended from the same ancestors matched. Our luck ran out a few 
weeks ago when someone did not match anyone in the group and actually descended from a 
maternal line. | thought the odds would be against this happening again with our next test 
results. Unfortunately, it happened again. Our batch number finally came up, our kits were in 
the 562 weekly batch at FTDNA. Results were posted around 8:00 pm Friday night on Good 
Friday/ Black Friday. | was completely floored when one of our testers didn't match anyone 
else. We expected him to match either our line or the line of their supposed distant cousin. 
Their distant cousin didn't match anyone in our group either, they had tested outside our 
group a few years ago. This cousin tested as I1, better known as the Viking Haplo group. The 
rest of our group belongs to the 12, Scottish clade. Our last Forgy result Friday turned out to 
be R1. This is the most common haplo group in Europe. His STR signature is also very 
common with 761 perfect matches. So we had no match at all between the I1 and R1 cousin. 


Friday we also got a result for our PP a Ear re | 
Forgety tester. It was thought this M |_| | Began, 
family had changed its name from vary _ 


Forgey to Forgety due to a family ; 
F : The Correct Forgety family 

dispute. This turned out not to be the 

case with our tester testing positive for 

the Haplo R1. That is turning into a happy ending with this family now linking themselves to 
there correct line of Forgety or Forgaty. This tester didn't have a common STR signature; he 


only got 28 matches with 12 markers tested. 


We have one more result coming in soon. This tester is in batch 563, so should not be far 
behind the others. This was a 37 marker test so it may take longer.Our previous tests actually 
took 6-7 weeks. The kits sat unprocessed for several weeks before being check in. 


It would be great to have one confirmed Haplo group for every individual Forgey/ Forgy & 
Forgie line. Our phase 2 of testing hasn't not brought us any closer to this goal due to the 
NPE's (non paternal events). | think one of the two testers on the Robert Forgy and Elizabeth 
Beatty line must carry Robert's haplo based on the odds? | might be wrong and both families 
may have a break in the paternal line? With these two family representatives not matching 
we need a third descendant from a different child than these two to test. I'm hoping such a 
person turns up eventually. We need to do some reverse genealogy to find one. 
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Last Tuesday | got my Ancestry.com 
results back. They came in just short 
of 3 weeks from the time Ancestry 


M223 [2b1a is the Forgey/ Forgy 
most common haplo group 
boronthenvtte shen ack to at least the 


1500's 
received them. This kit didn't sit at 


M253 These Robert Forgy R-M269 
pe 7 : descendants didn't 
Ancestry waiting to be checked in so SY match each other ae 
. ; . a _orthe rest of the group 
this test came back in half the time When did the sisal 
; . John Forgy 1809 occur? obert Forgy Jr. born 1807 
FTDNA took. | am finding the layout of 
the Ancestry DNA site to be 
Robert Forgy born Ireland 1760's? 


outstanding with many great features. Married Elizabeth Beatty b. abt. 1770 married When? in Mifflin, [Pennsylvania 
After the NPE's in our Y project I've - 

been looking to my autosomal DNA 

results to verify my paper trails. | have had about 12 or so matches at FTDNA which have 
helped verify our family stories and paper trail. I'm finding even more cousins at Ancestry. 
The trees posted by my matches have been very helpful. Some people say you can't rely on 
these mostly unsourced trees. Well if you match the person and find a common ancestor on 
their tree | would say their tree is right. | have such unusual ancestry that it's easy for me to 
determine where | connect with most of my matches. One of my Grandmothers was 
Nicaraguan, and one of my Grandfathers was from Burgenland, Austria, a Great 
Grandmother was from County Galway Ireland, and a Great-Great Grandfather was from 
Quebec, Canada. One of my Grandfather's, on my maternal side, had purely early American 
lines. The only early American line on my father's side belonged to his Great-Grandmother. If 
a person's ancestors all come from the same general area it's much more difficult to 
determine how you connect with matches. 


Hopefully, next week the new FTDNA Population Finder will have been unveiled. Possibly by 
this time next week we should have our next DNAY result. | will be completely discouraged if 
this person doesn't match anyone. | may then give up Genealogy and take up bird watching? 


Sunday, April 13, 2014 


DNA News EXTRA 


Forgey YDNA testing 


List of Forgey lines who have not DNA tested 
John Forgy of Pennsylvania © 
Alexander Forgey Tennessee/Indiana 9 
William Forgey Pennsylvania © 
Alexander Forgey Ohio 

John Forgy Ohio @ 

Gilbert Forgie Canada 2 

William Forgie Virginia © 

William Forgey Mississippi 2 

James Forgey Tennessee ©) 

Hugh Forgey Kentucky © 


List of Forgey lines that have tested 
John Forgey Tennessee @ 

Robert Bruce Forgey Missouri @ 

Andrew Forgey Indiana/ lowa 4 
Jonathon Forgey South Carolina @ 
James Forgey Kentucky 4 

William Forgie Co. Down, Ireland/ lowa 
William Forgy lowa @ 

James Forgety Tennessee 4 

Archibald Forgey Virginia 4 


Here is where we stand with our DNA testing 
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The world of genetic genealogy is really the booming segment of genealogy now. The ethnic 
results presented in detail by 23andme and Ancestry.com with visually appealing charts can 
be understood by everyone. Many people not interested in genealogy before have ordered 
these autosomal tests. Many will go no further, but some will become involved in more in 
depth research. So it is great news that Family Tree DNA will be offering a similar ethnic 
breakdown now by improving their Population Finder. This should increase interest among 
non genealogists in testing with them. | can't wait to see this improved Family Finder tool 
myself! 


I've been wondering since | became involved with DNA testing and gotten some unexpected 
results how accurate the results given by all these genealogy related companies really were? 
Human error is always a possibility. | had never heard of someone getting a completely 
wrong result before. I've heard of very slightly off results. This week someone came forward 
with news of getting a completely different haplo group from Family Tree DNA which didn't 
match the results they got from 23andme. A number of people have tested with both Family 
Tree DNA and 23andme so they have verified their Y and mtDNA Haplos. | don't think a 
majority of people test with more than one company. So we really don't know exactly what 
the error rate is? It's a good idea to test with more than one company to verify your haplo if 
yours turns out to be an unexpected result, which can't be explained using other 

sources. One member of our Forgey/Forgy & Forgie group tested his Y DNA with 
Ancestry.com. His results matched what we got from Family Tree DNA. My mtDNA result 
matched my cousins at 23andme. 


A little over a week ago we received our first DNA result back from the 2nd Phase of 

our Forgey/Forgy & Forgie Y DNA testing. We got the results back exactly 21 days after the 
lab received his kit, on a Tuesday. Unfortunately, the results were useless because this 
person's surname came through a female line. | didn't explain how this test worked in enough 
detail to the tester, and they didn't know that fact would affect the results. In the future before 
| buy a test for someone | need to verify their descent from a strictly male line. 


I'm hoping our next results come in this week which will be 21 days after they were received 
by the lab. The next two kits are in batch 562, and we have another one in 563. All of the 
results are going to be useful, but the first 2 have us on pins and needles. We have a Robert 
Forgy descendant who didn't match half dozen other testers. The options here are old NPE 
(non paternal event) and no blood relationship to us, or another Ferguson line took the name 
Forgy, but aren't blood relations to our Ferguson line, or the name Forgy came through a 
maternal line? This result is of great interest for those reasons. The other exciting result will 
be for the Forgety family. Are they blood relatives of our Forgey family as a family story 
suggests, or are they really descendants of an unrelated Forgaty family in Virginia? Hopefully 
we will be put out of our misery soon? 


| have an Ancestry.com test in progress right now. I've been trying to gage when it might 
come back. From other testers I've gleaned results come back at about 30 days after they 
receive the kit. So they generally come in before the expected date of 6 to 8 weeks, if they 
don't there is a problem. | find this is also true with Family Tree DNA with test results coming 
in 3 to 4 weeks after the lab gets the kits. My experience also has been, with Family Tree 
DNA, that they batch the kits on a Wednesday and the lab generally gets the kits a day 
before they are batched. It can take them weeks to batch a kit after they receive it in the mail. 
We'll see how long it takes for our results to come back? We will be in suspense until we see 
the new Family Finder Ethnic breakdowns and get our long waited DNA results! 
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Autsomal DNA Forgey/Forgy & Forgie 


James Forgey Sr. Hawkins County, Tennessee (Family Finder FTDNA) 

Andrew Forgey Jr. Hawkins County. Tennessee (Ancestry.com and Family Finder FTDNA) 4 
Nancy Forgey Crawford Hawkins County, Tennessee (Family Finder FTDNA) 4 

John Forgey McMinn County, Tennessee (Ancestry.com) 4 

Andrew Forgey Maury County, Tennessee (Ancestry.com, Family Finder FTDNA and 23andme) 4 
Archibald Forgey Virginia (Ancestry.com, Family Finder FTDNA and 23andme) 4 

Andrew Forgey Indiana/lowa (Ancestry.com and Family Finder FTDNA and 23andme) w 
James Forgy Kentucky (Ancestry.com) 4 

Alexander Forgey Ohio (Ancestry.com and Family Finder FTDNA) 4 

William Forgey Pennsylvania (Family Finder FTDNA) 

Gilbert Forgie Canada (Ancestry.com) M 

Robert Forgey Pennsylvania (Family Finder FTONA) 4 


The Autosomal test coverage for our surnames is nearly complete 


Saturday, March 29, 2014 


Awaiting DNA Results/Getting ready 


@ Awaiting Lab Results 


AWAITING TESTS 


Tests Lab Procedure Batch Expected Notes 
Y-DNAI2 Y-DNA1-12 Markers 562 5/8/2014 


We had a moderate quake where | live here in Whittier, California last night (and many small 
ones since that one). | was thinking | hope the earth doesn't swallow me up before we get 
our latest round of DNA test results back. We have been given expected completion dates of 
early May for two kits, and late April for one. | expect to get the results before then, but it's 
hard to predict since | know FTDNA has its hands full with the new Big Y tests kits. 


I've just tested with Ancestry.com and expect my results 
about the same time as the others. | have other distant 
cousins in the process of testing or planning to test. It's 


very difficult to keep track of so many results. My mom 
and | tested with FTDNA and some cousins tested with 


23andme. Gedmatch had been a wonderful tool for Top bars on page show 
comparing with cousins who tested at Ancestry.com and Patemaliang Maveina Segments 
23andme. A new tool I've been using is Genome Mate, a 

program that groups matches by chromosome and allows you to visually see the length of 
the shared segments. There are many nice features in this program which allow you to 
analyze your matches, and keep notes for them. When you upload a gedcom file along with 
your browser CVS file from FTDNA the program compares your family surnames with those 
of your FTDNA matches. I'm currently adding more collateral family surnames to my family 
tree in order to compare as many names as possible with my matches. You can also mark 
each match according to which side of the family they are from. You can then see charts with 
maternal and paternal shared segments for each chromosome. The Genome Mate program 
also allows 23andme data uploads. 


Something else I'm doing is combining family group sheets with test results so | can more 
easily remember where my matches fit in the scheme of things. 


The earth is still moving non stop here in Whittier. We hope the next shake up is only from 
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our DNA test results? 
Children 


| eaten Lo QRS we 


2. John ROLLER b: 10 JUL 1793 
3. Elenor ROLLER b: 3 AUG 1795 in New Market, Shenandoah Co., VA 
4. _ Ama ROLLER b: 12 FEB 1797 in Lee County, Virginia 


8 b: 1810 in Lee County, VA 
9. Q Bias ROLLER b: 12 DEC 1812 in Scott Co,, VA 
10. Lucinda ROLLER b: 1815 
11. George W. ROLLER b: 1818 im Scott Co, VA 


Sunday, March 16, 2014 


Two Hugh Forgeys? 


Hugh Forgey Pension Document states date of birth, and place, and his locations in America 


| didn't realize we had two contemporary Hugh Forgeys wandering around Kentucky. An 
Alexander Forgey researcher, Paula Solar, shared some of her info with our Forgey/Forgy 
Facebook group. An obit for Alexander Forgey stated he was raised by his Uncle Hugh 
Forgey after his father died, which confirms this is not the same Hugh | had in mind. | was 
thinking his Uncle, or Grandfather, was Hugh Forgey of Bourbon County, KY. It can't be the 
same man because the Hugh Forgey I've always been familiar with lived and died in Bourbon 
County, KY where he left a will. This other Hugh died in Lawrence County, Ohio 10 years 
later. I've decided, armed with this new information, | need to reevaluate the evidence. | need 
to go back to Pennsylvania and Kentucky and reevaluate the Hugh Forgey records and 
decide which Hugh is being referred to, and where were these men living and when? 


We do know the Bourbon County, KY Hugh was a Revolutionary War Veteran. We find 
detailed personal information for him in his pension. He stated in this pension application 
document that he was born in 1754 in Co. Antrim, Ireland. He also stated that he landed at 
the Port of New Castle, Delaware in 1774; from there he migrated to Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
where another Samuel Forgey had been living since the 1850's or 1860s. After the War we 
find this Hugh in Greenbrier, West Virginia. In 1787 he married Mary Dyer in Greenbrier. This 
would be a late first marriage for a male born in 1754. | have a feeling he was married before, 
and may have had at least a couple of children already? In 1794 we find him at his long time 
home in Bourbon County, KY. We know he is there by then because of his marriage in that 
year to Sally Everman. His wife Mary apparently died in childbirth. 


Moving on to the other Hugh Forgey, we first find him on an 1800 Tax list for Montgomery, 
Kentucky along with his brother James. We know his brother's name was James because 
this fact is stated in his will. James Forgey married Peggy Rogers in Winchester, Clark 
County, Kentucky in 1797. Winchester is 18 miles from Bourbon County, Kentucky. It's 
assumed that Hugh Forgey was also in this same area in 1797. Hugh later migrated to 
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Forgey listed as a War of 1812 
Veteran serving in an Ohio battalion. 


Hugh Forgey's 1848 Lawrence County. OH will 


So we have both Hughs living between 17 and 20 some miles away 
from each other in the early 19th Century. It's difficult to say 
whether they both settled in that part of Kentucky because they 
were relatives or it's just coincidence? If they are related could 
Hugh have been their father? Hugh had a young family with Sally 
Everman and they had sons named James and Hugh. Could Hugh 
have much older children with the same names? There was no law 
against that. That's a possibility. Another possibility would have 
been that Hugh was their uncle. We saw a previous instance an 
uncle raising Nephews. We have a John Forgey in Mason County, 
KY in 1800. Could he be another brother of theirs? He seemed to 
be either a recent immigrant based on a naturalization document or he was John Forgy of 


Cumberland County, PA's son? 


We also have an Alexander Forgey in Washington County, Virgina who has no identified 
children. James and Alexander could be his sons? Alexander Forgey was born around 1740, 
while James and Hugh were born between 1770 and 1780. 


About 200,000 immigrants came to America from Ireland before the Revolutionary War. For a 
few decades after the war another 100,000 Scots-lrish migrated from Ireland. Another 
possibility is Hugh and his brother James were part of the wave of immigration after the war, 
and had no close relationship to any of the earlier families? It doesn't look like that is the 
case. We don't find them living in Pennsylvania or landing at a port there. It was typical for 
immigrants to stop over for a brief time in Pennsylvania after arrival. 


| looked again at the 1790 Census for Pennsylvania and considered who the Hugh Forgey of 
York County might have been. | forgot that this Hugh was probably not a Forgey at all, but 
instead was a Fergus. He appears on most tax lists for York as Hugh Fergus. We actually 
have a small number of Forgey immigrant families, probably less than a dozen. With just a 
handful of immigrants it shouldn't be that enormous of a job to place them in proper family 
units? Land records may help to link some of these families? DNA is also an important tool 
because so few records survive. I'm hoping it will be useful in our case. So far all of the 
Forgey males who have tested are tightly related sharing a common ancestor sometime in 
the past 300 years. I'm hoping that our next round of testing will uncover more diversity so we 
can separate families into family into groups. 
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New Castle, Delaware the port where Hugh Forgey landed in 1774 
and popular port for Scots-Irish immigrants 


Friday, February 21, 2014 


DNA Project How To 


Y DNA Colorized Chart 


The most important first step in a DNA project is to set your goals. Randomly test individuals 
carrying the same surname, for instance, will not produce the targeted results needed if you 
are trying to answer particular questions about your ancestors. 

The goals in our Forgey/ Forgy & Forgie DNA project are as follows: 


1. To identify all of the family branches using branch tags (branch specific marker 
mutations) or new unrelated lines through the discovery of families from different Haplo 
groups 

2. To extend our pedigrees by connecting branches 


3. To find a possible ancestral locations in the Old World 


To move towards those ends it's necessary to locate as yet untested family branches, and 
find a male carrying the name to test for that branch. Since testing is expensive it's important 
to stay focused on our goals. 

| found the colorized group Y DNA charts to be the most useful when analyzing results. The 
color coding of the mutations tells you how far away from the modal (or common result) that 
person's marker was, minus is blue; plus is pink. In order to see the color coding you have to 
set up subgroups on the subgroup page, then place each person in a subgroup. | also found 
the marker title coloring to be useful. Red background markers are fast moving markers, and 
change often. 

Our project is now in the process of testing 3 men to find out whether they are related to the 
other testers, and they are all from different branches. All of the first phase testers were 
related. 

| made the video above so | can remember everything | learned over the last few years. If 
anyone has any corrections or useful tips please share them. 
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Monday, February 10, 2014 


My Rootstech 2014 Highlights 


Something Spencer Wells and | have in common. He said visiting this exhibit influenced his career choice. | was 
inspired to study Art History in college after visiting this exhibit. This is my actual ticket. 


| attended the 2014 Rootstech conference virtually by watching the streaming video. This 
year's streamed sessions and keynotes were thought provoking. | appreciated the intellectual 
sophistication of Spencer Wells keynote speech. Lisa Louise Cooke's iPad presentation 
introduced me to all the possibilities for using one to aid in my genealogy research. The 
Stephanie Nielson keynote, the final keynote speech of the conference, was very inspiring 
and a real tear jerker. | recommend watching it if you haven't 

I'll share some of the notes | took during the sessions. | recorded many of the key points in 
Spencer Wells' speech. Introduced as the "Indiana Jones" of DNA, he is the founder of the 
Genographic DNA Project. He said when he put his idea forward regarding offering DNA 
tests to the public his colleague didn't think it would take off. The first day 10,000 test kits 
were sold, which immediately proved his colleague wrong with his prediction that maybe he 
would sell only few hundred or thousand kits over many years. After one year 100,000 kits 
were sold. About a decade later 1 million kits had been sold by DNA companies. In the one 
year period between 2013 and 2014 nearly 1 million more people have taken a DNA test. 
DNA testing has now become viral. He also explained that all humans share 99.9 percent of 
the same DNA. This is because mutations in DNA are very rare. We all descend from 
common ancestors in Africa 200,000 years ago. Migration began 60,000 years ago. Africans 
have accumulated the most mutations which points to Africa as the place of origin of 
mankind. As he said copy errors in DNA are rare but do happen at rate of about 100 per 
generation which represents a smalls fraction of our DNA. These collected errors allow us to 
identify our DNA cousins who share the same sequences. Spencer Wells wants us to spread 
the word about our experience with DNA to encourage others to test. | agree, the more 
testers we have the more we'll learn. 
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| also enjoyed the streaming session "Introduction to DNA for Genealogists". The overview of 
all the tests offered and companies offering them was interesting. | have not tested with 
Ancestry.com, and was | interested in the presenter's results. Ancestry groups matches 
according to their confidence level. At low confidence level the presenter has around 4000 
matches. As he stated the high number of matches are overwhelming to deal with. The 
solution to this problem would be if everyone who tested posted a tree so it wouldn't be 
necessary to contact thousands of people to request their information. It really surprised me 
that with all his matches only about 4 people actually posted trees. This is a problem with all 
the testing companies. Few people post family trees. He talked about the changing nature of 
DNA test results, and how your current results may change as the science advances. He felt 
that the study of SNPs will lead to better matching in the future. 
Here are some to the other tips and highlights: 


1. During the "FamilySearch Family Tree: What's New and What's Next"presentation it 
was announced that there would be hints attached to names on your tree, like the 
Ancestry.com shaky leaves. Photo uploading will be made easier too. 

2. Puzzilla is an app you can use with your Familysearch tree to see your terminal tree 
branches. | looked at my tree with this app and discovered that wrong additions were 
made to some of my lines. 

3. | didn't know that you could dictate with your iPad instead of typing. Lisa Louise Cooke 
with her "Become an iPad Power User" sold me on an iPad which will likely be my 
next computer. 

4. During Joshua Taylor's session "Information Overload: Managing Online Searches 
and Their Results” | was persuaded to try to use the search Yippy engine. It 
categorizes your searches which can be handy. He also said that when looking for a 
specific kind of document think about all the possible people or agencies that might 
have it and search accordingly. 

5. "5 Ways to Do Genealogy in Your Sleep"session introduced me to some new 
strategies such as setting up an alert on Ebay for a family bible. One of my names is 
rare, Forgey, so | can just set up an alert for anything coming up on that name. 

6. The "Getting the Most Out of Ancestry.com" presenter Christa Cowan had some 
great advice regarding searching that site. She said if your search results don't 
produce a possible match at the top of the match page continue to narrow your search. 
| will also start using the general location box in my searches. 


As Christa Cowan's young nephew's observation in a cemetery confirms, we have more 
dead relatives than living ones, and we need all the help with can get to keep them all 
straight and discover more. Here is a link to videos of the streamed session : 


https://rootstech.org/about/videos/?id=3 172896442001 


Puzzilla Tree 
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AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 


direction. | also research Irish records. 
Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Saturday, February 8, 2014 


atDNA: What Do Cousin Matches Look Like 


The RootsTech 2014 presentation on DNA was very interesting, and | plan on watching it 
again when the video becomes available. | do think one point that should have been brought 
up wasn't. The presenter made it sound like all atDNA matches are related within the last 5 
generations. This is also the genetic distance which the testing companies use as the cut off 
point when suggesting relationships. They don't suggest relationships past 5 generations. If 
you read the full explanation of possible relationships twenty generations is a possibility when 
looking at distant matches. 

| decided to take a look at our atDNA matches that I've confirmed a shared ancestors with to 
see the patterns of inheritance for each generation. 

Most of these charts compare my mother and myself to various confirmed surname matches. 
We'll start by comparing myself with my first cousin: 

First Cousin Match 

The Blue lines represent the DNA we match them on for each chromosome 
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Annette 


| don't have any second cousin matches View my complete 


Third Cousin Matches profile 
These 3rd cousin matches vary by quite a bit. | share a great deal of DNA in common with 
my 3rd cousin, but my mother shares less DNA with her 3rd cousin matches. It could be her Feedjit 


matches are 3rd cousin once removed? 
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GEDmatch.Com Autosomal Comparison 
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Fourth Cousin matches 

On the left are my mother's fourth cousin matches, on the right are mine. My mother's large 
block share (the blue) may be a 4th cousin, while the orange match is definitely 4th cousin 
once removed. 


~~ 
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Fifth Cousin Matches 
Here we see that a fifth cousin can still share good size blocks of DNA. This first is a 


comparison between my fifth cousin and |; the second is a comparison between my cousin, 


and our shared fifth cousin. 
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Seventh Cousin matches 
Here we see at the 7th cousin range we can still inherit blocks of a~DNA. My mother has 
matches here with single IBD blocks ranging 7.93 to 16.15 cm. 
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Tenth Cousin Match 

This 10th cousin is one of my matches on my father's side. She still shares quite a bit of DNA 
with me at this distance. She has a long pedigree chart I've compared with and | can't find 
any other surnames that we have in common. 
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Add caption 


The conclusion | draw from this is that generally if you share large amounts of DNA with 
someone you are closely related. First cousins are very obvious matches. | don't have 
second cousin matches so | can't say how large the shares would be? By third cousin we see 
a greater variations in the amount of DNA shared. It's definitely difficult to differentiate cousin 
relationships after first cousin. It's still possible to share sizable blocks of DNA up to 10 
generations. | have many matches who have large posted trees at Family Tree DNA and we 
can't find common ancestors leading me to believe that a majority of my matches are beyond 
the 5 generation cut off. 


Tuesday, January 28, 2014 


Dividing People: The Forgey Slaves Hawkins 
County, TN 
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James Forgey will "their children may be divided" 


Last Thursday | went the NGSQ study group which was in the virtual world of Second Life. 
We discussed an article we read about tracing the family of a former slaves. It got us talking 
about slavery and our families connections with it. We said we had curiosity about what 
happened to the slaves owned by family members after they were freed. Until the mid 1990's 
| had no idea any of my ancestors could have owned slaves. | had only known them to have 
lived in the Midwest, and didn't know they had first settled in the south. | remember picking 
up a book about Tennessee genealogy at our local library and seeing abstracts of family wills 
mentioning slaves and was blown away. 

I've definitely ran across the Forgey former slaves while researching the family in Tennessee 
since several took the name Forgey after they were freed and did remain in the same area. 
I've been taking a closer look at these families this week. | had suspected that James Forgey 
of Hawkins County, TN might have fathered children with some of his slaves because several 
were described as Mulatto. | did find some evidence that this might be the case a few days 
ago. 

This is some of the information I've found regarding slavery in my own branch of the Forgey 
family (James Forgey was the brother of my ancestor. Andrew Forgey was my direct 
ancestor). 

The only mentions of the Forgey slaves I've run across are found in the family wills, and total 
numbers are found in tax lists. 


Above is the first reference to slaves in my branch of the Forgey family. It's the 1809 Taxlist 
for Hawkins County, TN. We see here rows representing acres of land owned, horses owned 
and slaves owned. Hugh Forgey and Andrew Forgey Jr. owned no slaves, but Andrew 
Forgey Sr. owned 1 slave and James Forgey owned 2. 

Later in 1809 we find the name of Andrew Forgey's slave in his will. His name was Bacchus. 


We do find that Andrew Forgey Sr.'s wishes were followed and Bacchus remained in Andrew 
Forgey Jr.'s family until his death in 1831. Andrew Forgey Jr. wills him to his wife. 
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| have not found Bacchus on the 1870 Census he may have left the area or most likely was 
dead by then. 

James Forgey Sr. owned 2 slaves in 1809. By his death in 1831 the number had grown. Only 
a few were identified by name. 

A3 year old was named in James Forgey's 1831 will. Her named was Sarah. She was willed 
to Matilda Forgey daughter of James. James also names an Alsy and Robert describing them 
as young in 1831. | have not been able to locate these people after freedom. 


We can follow some of the Forgey slaves from enslavement to freedom. 

We'll start with Joseph and wife Margaret (Peggy) 

We first see this couple here in Andrew Forgey Sr.'s 1809 will 

The callousness of the James Forgey family can be seen when you read these snippets. 
They had no qualms about separating children from their parents. 


Here we have James Forgey's wife Margaret also dividing up Joseph and Margaret's family 
in her 1856 will Hawkins County, TN. 
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It looks like Joseph Forgey didn't live to see freedom but his wife Peggy did. We find her 
living in Hawkins County, TN; listed on the 1870 and 1880 Census for Hawkins County, TN. 


We see that Peggy Forgey is listed as a mulatto. Her father's birthplace is given as Ireland. 
We know her master James Forgey was born in Ireland so it is very possible he is Peggy's 
father. 


Next we can follow Thomas Forgey from slavery to freedom. James Forgey Sr. names Tom in 
his 1831 will. 


Rachel Forgey died before her mother Margaret Forgey. Rachel willed Tom to her mother 
Margaret. In 1856 Margaret mentions Tom in her will. 
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In 1870 and 1880 we find Thomas and wife Fary living in freedom with his family in Hawkins 
County, TN. He seems to have made a successful transition and was working as a 
blacksmith. 


We see more Forgey slaves not named in the family wills in the Census. In 1850 James R. 
Forgey Jr. owns 21 slaves most being children. We do not have most of their names. Here 
are a few more | found in the Hawkins County, TN Census. 


Lz. GF 


Lou Forgey 1880 Census Hawkins County, TN 


| believe one of these families relocated to Knox County, TN at one point and can be found 
there in the 1940 Census. After 1900 | no longer find Black Forgeys living in Hawkins County, 
TN. 


Inhumanity is not confined to a single race or group of people. I've been reading a book 
about the Scots-Irish. | agree with the author that hard living conditions in lowland Scotland 
hardened the people which would later settle the south. They did not feel the pain of others. | 
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believe James Forgey in particular was the sort of ruthless business person that really did not 
feel the pain of others. The business men involved in the slave trade in England, Spain, the 
Netherlands didn't have a conscience, but they didn't live with the slaves. The way that some 
families in the south lived with other human beings and didn't have the decency to free them 
is hard to fathom? 


Here is partial list of Forgeys born into slavery 


. Joseph Forgey (Mulatto) 

. Peggy Forgey (Mulatto) Born about 1815 she claims her father was born in Ireland in 1880 
. Malvina Forgey-Harlan (Mulatto) born about 1839 

. Mary Forgey (Mulatto) born about 1854 

. Lou Forgey (Mulatto) born about 1845 

. App. Forgey (Black) born about 1863 

. Thomas Forgey (Black) Birth Year (Estimated): 1829-1830 

. Fary F Forgey (Black) Birth Year (Estimated): 1831-1832 

. Alice Forgey (Black) Birth Year (Estimated): 1852-1853 

. Martha Forgey (Black) Birth Year (Estimated): 1853-1854 

. Jinetta Forgey (Black) Birth Year (Estimated): 1855-1856 

. Dorcas Forgey (Black) Birth Year (Estimated): 1857-1858 

. Margarett Forgey (Black) Birth Year (Estimated): 1857-1858 
. Joseph Forgey (Black) Birth Year (Estimated): 1858-1859 

. Alsy Forgey (Black) Before 1834 

16. Robert Forgey (Black) Before 1834 

17. Sarah 1828 
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Friday, January 24, 2014 


Too Many Sales of One Plot of Land? 
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Forgey sales deeds Knox County, Tennessee from the County Index book 


I've been examing the new databases at Ancestry, the ones resulting from their partnership 
with Familysearch, for anything new which might solve my brickwalls. I'm waiting for more 
Virginia databases in hopes of finding out more about Alexander Forgey and his family. | 
have nothing at all on Alexander's family, so far, other than documentation of a short 
marriage which evidently produced no children? So far | know Alexander was in Cumberland 
County, PA in the early 1770's, and migrated to Washington County, PA in the latter part of 
that decade. 

| have not been able to locate any records for Alexander Forgey after 1807. | have not been 
able to locate a will or probate for him. I've looked at deeds to 1800, wills, and taxlists to 1804 
for Washington County, VA. 
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| do believe Alexander Forgey of Knox County, TN might be a son of this older Alexander, of 
Washington County, VA, due to the fact Alexander, the younger of Knox County, TN was said 
to have been born in Virginia. Losing track of the older Alexander | wondered if he joined his 
possible son, and nieces and nephews, in Knox County TN? 

I've been puzzled by the many land sales of Alexander Forgey, apparently selling the same 
piece of land on Flat Creek in Knox County, TN. Are we dealing with 2 different Alexander 
Forgeys selling different plots of 250 acres land or the same plot of land? I'm not seeing any 
clues that there were 2 different men in Knox County,TN such as references to a Junior and 
Senior. | never saw 2 Alexanders on the three Knox County, TN taxlists I've searched. The 
older Alexander would have aged out of the taxlists by 1804 | believe? 

In 1802 an Alexander Forgey purchased 250 acres on Flat Creek from James Forgey. The 
younger Alexander Forgey would have been 23 and unmarried; which, would be a little 
unusual in my experience. That would have been a young age, for a single man to have had 
enough money to buy land. Could the elder Alexander have made the original purchase from 
James? If we had a Census records for 1800 or 1810 this might be cleared up? 
Unfortunately no Census records for eastern Tennessee survive before 1830. 

Here are the Alexander Forgey land tranacations as recorded in the deed index for Knox 
County, TN (these deeds were not filmed by the Family History Library in Salt Lake City. 
Hence, it took me a while to locate and get copies of them) 

We can see James Forgey's orginial land grant as the first transaction. This land was later 
split in half and sold to Alexander Forgey and Andrew Forgey (Andrew's relationship to 
Alexander is unknown). 

Flat Creek Knox County, Tennessee 


Forgey Land Purchases 


Richard Freer to James Forkey 
Warrant for 640 acres (actual grant was for 500 acres on Flat Creek) 
Date of transacton: 10 July 1788 


James Forgey 

Land Grant #305 for 500 acres on Flat Creek 
Book C Volume 1 page 49 

Date of Deed: 27 Nov 1792 


James Forgey to Alexander Forgey 
250 acres on Flat Creek 

Book L Volume 1 page 4 

Date of Deed: 2 Dec 1802 


James Forgey to Andrew Forgey 
250 acres on Flat Creek 

Book L Volume | page 16 

Date of Deed: 2 Dec 1802 


John Smyth to Alexander Forgey 
250 acres Flat Creek 
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Book M Volume 1 
Date of Deed: 1 Oct 1807 


Samuel Cox to Alexander Forgey 
Tract 

Book N Volume 1 page 286 

Date of Quit Claim: 9 Aug 1809 


Here are all the sales of property by Alexander Forgey as recorded in the county deed books. 
All of the land transactions consist of 250 acres on Flat Creek in Knox County, TN. We only 
see one apparent buy back of 250 acres on Flat Creek. Alexander Forgey sold 250 acres to 
John Smyth in 1803 and buys it back from John Smith in 1807. An Alexander Forgey sells 
land to John Thompson in 1812. | don't see a deed for a repurchase from John Thompson 
which | expected because Alexander Forgey sells 250 on Flat Creek again in 1815 to Abner 
Parr. We know the 250 acres on Flat Creek sold to Abner Parr was from the James Forgey 
land grant because it's stated on the deed. We don't really know whether the 1803, 1807 or 
1812 land transactions involved the original land grant? There is an 1809 Quit Claim deed 
from Samuel Cox. It doesn't appear to involve the 250 acres of land on Flat Creek? It 
references a tract of land. 


Flat Creek Knox County, Tennessee 
Forgey Land Sales 


Alexander Forgey to John Smith 
250 acres Flat Creek 

Book L Volume | page 21 

Date of Deed: 4 Jan 1803 


Alexander Forgey to John Thompson 
250 acres Flat Creek 

Book O Volume | page 315 

Date of Deed: 12 May 1812 


Alexander Forgey to Abner Parr 

50 acres Grant #305 (James Forgey's grant) 
Book P Volume 1 page 402 

Quit Claim 

Date of Deed: 21 Nov 1815 


Alexander Forgey to Abner Parr 
250 Flat Creek 

Book P Volume 1 page 403 
Date of Deed: 4 Feb 1815 


In conclusion it isn't clear exactly which Alexander Forgey was involved in 
all these transactions? We only see one purchase of 250 acres of land on 
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Flat Creek (the second purchase looks like a buy back?). Alexander 
Forgey, the younger, was said to have lived on his father-in-law John 
Sawyer's property at some point. He may have received land from his 
father-in-law and never filed a purchase deed. | have not looked at every 
deed and a reading of everyone of these may provide more information as 
to how many Alexander Forgeys lived in Knox County, TN in the early 19th 
Century. 


po 
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Forgey purchase deeds Knox County, TN. Click to enlarge 
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How long does it take to make a family tree? 
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A first cousin of mine needed help researching his maternal family tree. He wanted to know 
whether his grandfather was Native American because he was born on the Pala Mission 
Indian reservation in San Diego County, CA. 

| began researching his tree with only the names of his grandparents, Robert Ridge and 
Mildred, and place Southern California. No maiden name for Mildred. 

So how long did it take to put together the outline of his family tree? 

| began at 3:04 pm on Saturday January 11, 2014. 

3:04 pm My first stop was the 1940 US Census records since these are the most recent and 
complete records that would include his grandparents. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2015-08-02T 18:30:00-07:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 16/30 


1/18/24, 10:52 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


'xa|om R|_ies 
RG 39 bi ae 
ie en 


ae ras or. a aA Tg ae 2 =TTr | a an cates cd s= J 


—_ 


es oe ea te fant Pa Sts 
fewer ther Siasil de 


3:06 pm | noticed he was born in California. knew abstracts of birth records for California 
were online. | checked to see if | could find his birth record but instead found birth records for 
his children. At 3:06 | had my cousin's grandmother's maiden name. 


Name: Rosalie June Ridge 
Birth Date: 19 Mar 1939 
Gender: Female ? 
Mother's Maiden Kohrs 


‘Birth County: Orange 


3:11 pm | had located his grandparents on the 1930 Census. Now | had birthplaces for 
Robert Ridge's parents which should help me identify his parents in 1920. 
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3:26 pm It took me a little while to locate Robert with his family on an earlier Census. Once | 
did locate him in 1910 | also found him with his parents Gertude B. and Mang Ridge. | had 
never heard of the name Mang before. | wondered if it was Native American? | knew that with 
an unusual first name it would be simple to identify Mang Ridge on earlier records. 
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3.48 pm Found the Mang with his father after | took a little break for a snack. | now had his 
full name Mangrum Ridge and his parents, Robert and Nancy's, names and birthplaces. At 
this point it looked like they were not Native American. They lived on the Pala Mission Indian 
reservation in 1880, but were not descended from tribal members. 
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3:54 pm | decided to check Ancestry.com trees thinking it would be easy to find a Mangrum Ridge if someone 
had made a tree for the family. | immediately found several trees for him. All of the Census data matched the 
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Mangrum on these trees. These trees included attached records and old photos of Mangrum and Gertude's 
family from the early 20th Century. | found more of his ancestors on these trees too. 


? 


e 

Mangrum 

Ridge and 
Blanche Lowe 


| know these tree can contain erroneous information so | needed to read through their attached records. The 
trees looked accurate after analyzing the information contained in the records. | did wonder about one of his 
ancestors said to have been killed in the Civil War. When | looked at the attached record it said he was a 
private in a colored regiment. | don't think this ancestor was African America so | believe this is a wrong 
connection? 

| decided to try to see if | could push his line back farther than the mid 19th Century. | hit the same brickwalls 
previous researchers did. | was not able to locate the Kohrs family in 1920. | also could not locate the Ridge 
family in 1860 or before. 

5:59 pm. | found my cousin's possible Kohrs great grandparents. This is the closest match | could find in 1910 
Colorado. Unfortunately Mildred wasn't born until May 1910, and April was the Census month. It sounds like 
Mildred's parents names were not included in her 1978 Oregon death certificate? Her social security 
application would be another source for their names. 

| continued to research the family until | went to bed at 11 pm without any more success. 

| did manage to locate the Ridge family on the 1870 Census for El Monte, California and | found Robert Ridge 
and Nancy Rice's marriage record. 

Without the trees | found at Ancestry.com it would have taken much longer for me to put all this information 
together. I've put my tree together over many years. It will take this family more time and effort to surmount the 
19th brickwalls. It really takes years to assemble and document a family tree. 
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Friday, January 10, 2014 


Binders vs. Books 
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Here are the books I've printed seen near an oxygen tank. See the same tank and binders below to get a better 
idea of compactness the books. 


I've been scanning the documents I've collect over the years and filed away in binders. | had 
them arranged by surnames, and placed the documents in page protectors. The page 
protectors made the binders very heavy. It's good exercise lugging these around. Since Lulu 
books are so inexpensive to publish | decided to print my important documents and 
information into 8 1/2 by 11 paperback books. So far | have 4 books published, and they are 
pretty comprehensive covering all of the important documents, stories, and data about my 
ancestors up to the current time. 

I'm not going to throw the binders 
away. They still contain some material 
not in the books and they contain 
some original copies, and original 
documents. | am enjoying these 
books. | thumb through them from 
time to time, and love seeing both the 
documents and family photos without 


having to lug out heavy binders. 


Wednesday, January 1, 2014 


Genealogy Resolutions and Year in Review 
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The End of the Alexander Forgey paper trail is 1807, picking up from here in 2014 


Happy New Year 2014! 


It's been such a fruitful year genealogy wise; it's hard to recall every single new find, there 
were so many. 


1. My mother took the Family Finder 
autosomal test through MtDNA in 
August. This has led to finding more 
distant cousins. The best outcome of 
this is that she looks like a DNA match 
to a distant Forgey cousin, further 
cementing our relationship to the 
McMinn, Tennessee Forgeys. 

2. My cousin Darryl Kapple took the Y 
DNA test and we now have a Haplo 
group of J2b. So we know our family 
had been in the Mediterranean area at 
some point. 


3. | took the MtDNA full sequence test 
and found out | belong to the African 
Haplo L2a1F. 


4. Some of my Forgey first cousins took the 23andme DNA test. 


5. Athird cousin, Sophia Preston, tested with 23andme and we discovered we share the 
maximum DNA that a third cousin is likely to share. 


6. The Virginia Memory Chancery court project led to more indepth information about the 
Lewis Zirkle family, plus great stories! The same database contained a court case 
naming Benjamin Wray's children and grandchildren, which is conclusive proof we 
descend from him. 

7. Another big breakthrough came from Ohio court records. Eve Urmey is named as a 
sister of John Urmey in his Ohio will. This John is son of Jacob Urmey and Susannah 
Brower. This is satisfactory proof, for me, that Eve is their daughter. 


8. After adding Brower to the tree | was able to find some great information about this 
family and their origins in Germany. I've also collected up Urmey and Brower wills this 
year. 

9. It looks like Edward Browning's wife was Elizabeth Drane. 


10. This past week I've added another name to the Kapple tree, the name Rottenstummer. 
| did this with the help of a Kleinmurbisch, Austria cousin. Rottenstummer seems to 
have originated in the village of Kleinmurbisch. 
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My to do list for 2014 


1. | think my number one priority this year is going to be trying to find out more about the 
mysterious Alexander Forgey of Washington County, Virginia. We don't know who his 
children are, and we don't know where or when he died? We lose all track of him in 
1807. 

2. While researching the Brower family | saw Brenneman given as Susannah Brower's 
mother Eve's maiden name. | can't confirm this. | would like some documentation for 
this? 

3. I've been doing some Browning family research this year. | would like to find more 
documentation linking the Tennessee Brownings with Maryland. Also need to find 
documentation that Elizabeth Drane was Edward's wife. 


4. | still don't have any photos of Frank Kappel and Mary Kurta, my great-grand parents, 
so | will be continuing to search for those. 


5. Another carry over from previous years is finding the death information for Patrick 
Mullen and Mary Huvane who died in Ireland. 

6. The partnership of Ancestry.com and Familysearch will produced more records to 
search, and | plan on using them as soon as they are available. When | don't know? 


7. Another resolution from years past is learning more about my Nicaraguan ancestors. | 
did look into getting more information about them, but was disappointed to find out that 
the vital records office for Granada, Nicaragua doesn't respond to mailed in requests. 
You must request records in person. So finding out more on this line may mean a trip 
to Granada, Nicaragua? 


8. I'll continue searching War of 1812 records as they come available. 


9. I've upgraded my cousin Darryl Kapple's Y DNA test, and should get the results in a 
few weeks. We'll see if there as any matches at 37 markers? 


In conclusion I've made some great headway, and confirmed the parentage of Eve Urmey 
and Elias Wray, this year. We've confirmed our paper trails using DNA. We've also added 
some great stories, so we have more than statistical information. I've compiled much of what 
we have so far into several books I've printed, through Lulu, this year. This included printing 
this blog into a book. If next year is as fruitful | will be very grateful! 
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Welcome Catharina Rottenstummer to our tree! 
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Monday, December 30, 2013 


Coming up to speed with MtDNA 


L2atf 


mtDNA Haplogroup 


| received my Full Sequence MtDNA results in December. Of course | had no matches at this 
level, because so few people have tested at this level. | saw a figure of about 18,000 testers 
at the full sequence level (this number is probably outdated by one year or so). | would need 
a large number of Nicaraguans testing to find a close match at his level. 

I've done a lot of research on the L2a1, and specifically the F subclade. L Haplo is African 
and about 55,000 years old. | found out that subclade F is anywhere from 2,000 to 10,000 
years old. As you can imagine this subclade could travel far and wide throughout Africa over 
thousands of years. It is widespread in Northern and Central Africa, and made in roads into 
the Middle East. It is found in Saudi Arabia, and seems to have been spread into Europe by 
the Jews. 

We do now have Nicaraguans testing 
with Family Tree DNA, and | hope to 
have a close match at some point. Example 1 

My results mismatched the L2a1f 

subclade by two mutations, and | have a number of extra mutations. It looks like this will lead 


Teve Meweew 
teteng Vero A) tam 


to another subclade, which may eventually lead to a more specific location of origin for my 
ancestors. 

I've been attending the new series of 
webinars presented by Family Tree HVR1 DIFFERENCES FROM RSRS 
DNA. The MtDNA session was so 
enlightening! | really had no idea how 
to read the results page. Example 2 C16294T Ci6311T G16390A C16519T 


shows the mutations, or differences, | 


Ai6129G T16187C C16192T G16230A4 


Example 2 
have in my DNA from the Reference 


model used. These mutations occur among individuals and are disseminated throughout a 
population through the generations. In earlier eras, when migration was less frequent, these 
mutations would be limited to individuals living in a small region. Example 2 shows a letter 
before and after the number. The first letter represents the reference model, and the second 
represents our own difference from this reference. For example the first position here is 
A16129G, and we see the first letter is A and the last G . Position 16129 is A in the reference, 
and is G in my own sequence. These differences are used to place everyone into a Haplo 
group and subclades. A and G often shift positions, along with C and T. 

| found another site besides Mitosearch and Sorenson to upload my full sequence results 
and compare; namely the MtDNA Community.org. | found one match there. Not an exact 
match so we probably share an ancestors hundreds or thousands of years ago. 

My best hope for a breakthrough with MtDNA would be a perfect match. | also hope we had a 
mutation in my line fairly recently, because that would mean we share an ancestor in the 
genealogical time frame. 
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Tuesday, December 3, 2013 


The short life of Isis Forgey 


My Aunt Isis lived to be about 5 months old, but her short has always fascinated me. She 
was born while my Grandfather Charles Lynn Forgey served in the US Marines. My 
Grandfather married my Grandmother Graciela Del Castillo in Nicaragua on 10 January 
1919. Since Isis died in Nicaragua it's been difficult getting any information about her death. 
I've tried for a decade writing to various record offices in Nicaragua in an effort to get any 
additional bits of information about my ancestors there. | generally got no response at all. | 
did get one response from a Catholic Priest stating he could not find any information. 
Thankfully the vital records for Managua, Nicaragua were filmed by the Family History Library 
in Salt Lake City, Utah. These records have been digitized and uploaded to Familysearch and 
are fully searchable (| am hoping they eventually film the records in Granada). 

I've asked my mother and her siblings about their sister Isis, but they didn't know very much 
about her other than she died very young in Nicaragua. My mother was under the impression 
Isis had broken her neck? She may have come to this conclusion after looking at a photo of 
Isis taken after her death. Her rigid position after her death may have made it look like her 
neck was broken? The family seemed to avoid talking about Isis, probably not wanting to 
bring back the memory of a painful event. No one knew her date of birth or death. 

I've located 3 records mentioning Isis Forgey (she was named after her Grandmother Isis 
Browning Forgey). | now have her birth record, a 1920 US Census record, and a Death 
Record. 

What | learned from these documents is: 


1. Isis was born on 26 January 1920 in Managua, Nicaragua 
2. Isis died on 3 May 1920 in Managua 


3. Isis died of a Gastro intestinal infection, and not a broken neck 
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Isis Forgey's birth record says her father Charles L. Forgey was in the Military 
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Isis Forgey's death record 
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By April 1921 my Grandmother was back in her home city of Granada where my mother was 
born. My grandfather was out of the country in Honduras working in a goldmine at the time, 
he was discharged from the Marines in June 1920. My mother was born in the home of 
Horatio Arguello Bolanos. | found a newspaper clipping about him below. He may have been 
a cousin of my Grandmother? 
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My mother Edna Forgey-Kapple's Birth Certificate 


Sunday, November 24, 2013 


Roadwork Books lead to more 
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Andrew Forgey Knox County, TN Roadwork book 1802 


| ordered a microfilm of the Roadwork books for Knox County, Tennessee from the Family 
History Library. | went to the FHC at the first opportunity when | got the call it came in. | was 
looking for any mentions of the Forgey, Fisher, and Reynolds families which might provide 
more information about the family. | had hoped that Archibald Forgey might have done some 
roadwork creating a connection for him with Knox County, TN. The first item on the microfilm 
was disappointing with no mentions of any family. The second and third items on the film 
were for the late 19th Century, which would be well past the time my family lived there. 

| finally had a stroke of luck with older books again reappearing towards the middle of the 
film. After scanning through about 20 pages | finally hit a Forgey entry. This was for Andrew 
Forgey, a few pages past this | found my ancestor Hugh Forgey. These entries were for the 
years 1802 to 1804. | never ran across Archibald. It's estimated that he was born in 1790. 
The family left the Knox County area in 1806. Doing more research on the ages of men who 
were recruited for roadwork | found the age range of those who were required to perform the 
work. "Under a legislative act of 1804, counties were authorized to build roads and to require 
every able-bodied man between the ages of 18 and 50 to work on the roads or to hire a 
substitute to work in his place." So it is likely Archibald was too young to have been involved 
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in roadwork. 
The two Andrew Forgey entries raised the question again 
about who this Andrew is? We believe he is Andrew 
Forgey who married Eleanor Randall and later relocated 
to Maury County, TN. We know this Andrew was 
associated with Alexander Forgey who married Elizabeth 
Sawyers (daughter of John Sawyers). We know 
Alexander and Andrew split a 500 acre land grant which 
was sold to them by James Forgey. The roadwork book 
regards the appointment of Andrew Forgey to be Deed witnessed by Elen and 
overseer of the Road in front of John Sawyers property. cree red a 
This is another in a series of documents linking Andrew 
of with the Sawyers family. Andrew also witnessed the Will of Hannah Sawyers’ wife of 
James Sawyers, sister-in-law of John. We later find Andrew Forgey of Maury County, TN 
serving as an administrator of Betsy Sawyers estate in1818, and we find him purchasing 
most of her estate. This is what led us to believe there was a connection between this 
Andrew, of Maury County, and the one found earlier in Knox County. I later found a deed 
witnessed by Andrew and an Elen in Knox County. This would again points to Andrew living 
in Knox County previously since his wife was sometimes called Elen. 
If we could connect Betsy Sawyers with the Sawyers : 
family in Knox County that would prove with little doubt =P Se Dae cone nat seas 
Andrew of Maury County is related to the family in Knox Fae serena pee 
County. Unfortunately, I can't find a connection. I've “Sateen, 
found a William Sawyers on a tax list for that area, par cele Sad lanes = Losi 
around Maury County, in 1812. This may be Betsy's Ses > 
husband? I believe Betsy is a relation of Andrew, 
perhaps a sister or sister-in-law? I've been researching 
the names of all the Sawyers in Knox County early on. So far I am just finding Colonel John 
Sawyers Family, and his sister-in-law Hannah and her family. Several males in these families 
married Elizabeths; but, not this Betsy in Maury County? John Sawyers had a son named 
William and there are conflicting dates of death given for him ranging from dying at birth to 
1867. He is named in his father's 1828 will so we assume he is alive then. This could be 
Betsy's husband? They may have separated? William married Elizabeth Cassady in 1827. He 
was born in 1791 which would make an 1827 marriage a late one. William served in the 
Military during the War of 1812, and could have been in that frontier area in 1812. Sawyers 
deeds in Maury County,TN may be the only way to establish who Betsy was? 
Here are the names of James Sawyers family: 


Hannah Sawyers will Knox County, TN 


Chikiren of James Sawyers ['V and Hannah Buchannan Hays are: 
2 i Rebeckah Sawyers was born 1775 in Augusta, Virginia, USA, and died 23 JAN 1808 in Red River, Texas, USA 
3 it Manths Savevers was born 1781 in Augusta, Virginia, USA 
4 i Rachel Sawyers was born 1777 in Augusta, Virginia, USA, and died 1843 mn Blount. Tennessee, USA 
5 wv. George Washington Sawyers was born 1774 in Rockbridge, Virginia. USA. and died 10 OCT 1854 in Hamilton, Tennessee, USA 
+6 v Nancy Ann Sawyers was born 07 AUG 1771 in Augusta, Virgina, USA, and died 17 FEB 1853 in Praiie Grove, Washington, Arkansas, USA 
7 vi David Sawyers was bom 1772 in Rockbridge, Virginia, USA, and died 17 APR 1820 in Lincoln, Tennessee, USA 
8 va Thomas F Sawyers was born 1780 im Augnsta, Virginia, USA, and died 26 MAR 1863 in Galha, Ohio, USA 


This is John Sawyers family: 
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Children of John SAWYERS and Rebecca CRAWFORD are: 

i, Mary SAWYERS was bom 6 MAR 1778 in Sullivan, Tn... and died 22 AUG 1805 in Knox County, TN.. 

ii, Rachel SAWYERS was born 26 OCT 1779 in Sullvan, Tn., and died 18 SEP 1805 in Knox County, TN. 

iti. James Alexander SAWYERS was bom 15 DEC 1781] in Sullivan, Tn... and died 24 AUG 1805 in Knox County, TN. 
iv. Elizabeth SAWYERS was bor 4 MAY 1784 in Blountville, Sullivan Co. TN., and died 1864 in Howard Co., Indiana. 
vy. John SAWYERS was born 9 APR 1786 in Knox County, TN., and died 1 OCT 1851 in Knox County, TN.. 

vi. Nancy SAWYERS was born 16 SEP 1788 in Knox County, TN, and died UNKNOWN in unknown. 

vii Wiliam SAWYERS was bom 18 MAY 1791 in Knox County, TN., and died 1 JUL 1867 in Knox County, TN.. 
vii, Rebecca Meek SAWYERS was bom 7 MAY 1793 in Knox County, TN., and died 9 APR 1870 in Knox County, TN. 
10 x. Ethan Allen SAWYERS was born 3 APR 1795 in Knox County, TN_, and died 1818 in Knox County. TN.. 

11 x Josiah SAWYERS was born 16 JUN 1797 in Knox County, TN., and died 18 AUG 1845 in Knox County, TN.. 


ae 
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Betsy Sawyers' administrator Andrew Forgey is named here in this Maury County, TN document 
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Hugh Forgey serves on roadwork crew in 1804 Knox County, TN 


Monday, November 11, 2013 


Comparing DNA results with First Cousin 
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My ethnic breakdown autosomal DNA 
91.1% European 
5.8% East Asian & Native American 


1.4% Sub-Saharan African 


0.0% Middie Eastern & North African 


0.0% South Asian 


0.0% Oceanian 


Ses ess 8) 


1.7% Unassigned 


My First Cousin's Ethnic breakdown 


My first cousin Susan DNA tested with 23andme and her results just came in. Susan shares 
my maternal line. When | saw the results | immediately noticed that she did not have any 
Middle Eastern? Her mother being my mother's sister | thought this was strange. My mother's 
results included 18 percent Middle Eastern. My results showed 13 percent Middle Eastern. 
My mother and | tested with Family Tree DNA. My mother's Middle Eastern was said to be 
Mozabite. | also thought it was odd that no Spanish showed up in Susan's results? Odd 
considering her grandmother Forgey was from Nicaragua? 

Some of this inconsistent information probably has to do with the different testing procedures 
at the two companies. Also, ethnicity predictions are subject to debate. It's possible to 
determine the continent of origin of our ancestors using DNA testing, but pinpointing the 
exact country of origin is generally not possible. Isolated populations are probably much 
easier to make a connection with. Since Susan would have inherited half of her autosomal 
DNA from her mother it's possible that she didn't inherit the Middle Eastern associated 
markers? It's also possible that Aunt Dorothy didn't inherit as many Middle Eastern markers. 
My cousin and | share approximately the same amount of Native American DNA, so this 
result seems quite accurate. Family Tree DNA doesn't show trace amounts of DNA such as 
the 1.4 percent Sub Saharan African Susan got from the 23andme test. | did find those traces 
when | used the Gedmatch admixtures and Doug McDonald also found a small amount. After 
taking the MtDNA test | discovered my maternal MtDNA Haplo group was Sub Saharan 
African. My cousins MtDNA is also Sub Saharan L2a, so we have confirmed that is correct. 
She actually got a more specific Haplo group of L2a1. | had heard that haplo L2a1c was 
Northern African but after doing more research it seems to be more widespread. So our Sub 
Saharan African is either from a slave from central Africa or a North African? | had assumed 
that this result was connected with the Mozabite but it could be unrelated. Since Mt{DNA 
mutates very slowly and can remain unchanged for thousands of years it can be tricky to 
make assumptions based on it. Half of those who matched me on the HRV1 portion of the 
MtDNA test have African roots, and are descendants of former slaves, and the other half had 
Semitic roots. When | uploaded my HRV1 and HRV2 results to the Sorenson DNA site | 
found an exact match from Mali. This would tend to point to our L2a being from an African 
slave. It's probably impossible to say for certain though. Sometimes these tests raise more 
questions than they answer. 
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Sorenson MtDNA match 


Sunday, October 27, 2013 


Are we Jewish or not? 


It seemed like | may have had a solution to my question after learning the Kapple/Kappel 
Koppel's male line DNA Haplo type was J2. Since many Jewish males have that haplo type, 
and our surname is associated with Ashkenazi Jews, | felt like the question was answered. | 
received an email from the Burgenland Bunch DNA study a few days ago with some analysis 
of the group results to date. The J2's in my families village area tend to be related 

to Aromunilllyrian, which would mean they are from the Balkans or Greece. | will eventually upgrade my 
cousin Darryl's test kit to narrow down the sub group. My cousin's ultimate SNP is likely going to be 
around M241 which could be Balkan? It also may be semitic if it's L25? More testing may clarify. 

It's interesting that most of my cousin's matches are 
Spanish. This may change after testing more 


Ethnic affiliation 
Near Eastern / Roman | 
INyrian/Albanian 

Egyotian / Roman 
Near Eastern / Roman 


markers. | sorted out my Family Finder matches 


separating my mother's side from my father's. | was 
very surprised to find | had a match on my father's 


Semitic / Roman 
Neolithic farmer __ 
Neolithic/Etruscan 
German (Frank) 


side and they had hispanic roots. My father has no 


hispanic roots that | am aware of? 


German (Scandinavian) 


Slavic (Croatian 


It is interesting that Northern Burgenlanders are more 
German (Saxon) 


Germanic than those of the south, where my family is German or Celtic 


from. It does look like my Burgenland family is a mix of et Ba 


2425, 2.1% | Near Eastern / Roman 
ethnicities. | have some Hungarian matches on my J2-Mi244 4.3% _| Aromun/illyrian | 
Ge N-L1034 is 1.15% | Ugric (Magyar) 
father's side. << t 
Considering my mother's Middle Eastern results were just 1 24 | 25.5% | Slavic or Magyar 
1 

Mozabite and mine included Palestinian; it's possible that M269, 25 | 26.6% | German or italo-Celtic | 

ra F Ti-M70 i 1.1% | Near Eastern / Roman 
the Palestinian is from my father? I'll upgrade the test All Ton" | dooon + 


when | have a chance and see if it can provide anymore 


insight? 
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AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Saturday, October 19, 2013 


Irish Relatives Drunk in Public? 


_ 


Search This 
Blog 


Failing to pay the Poor Rate could land you in court as with Thomas and Stephen Huane. | believe they 


abandoned their property in Ireland. My Blog List 


It seems my Irish relatives in Mayo, Ireland weren't teetotalers. | used my Find My Past free 


trial to look at their court records collection. | was not able to determine whether my Mullen Geneabloggers 
ancestors appeared in court due to the fact the Galway court records are not set up like the ae ay 
Mayo records. Not enough detail on the Galway side to establish the identity of someone with Branches on the 
a common name. Family Tree 
The surname Huane is so uncommon and limited to a small area in Ireland, so it was easy to 2daysage 
spot our family court records. The Huanes appeared in court a number of times; generally w sipiderieeeaesnerene 
after having a few too many. Some of our Irish female ancestors were known to have a hair Arlene Eakle's 
trigger temper (I would say that we generally tell the truth and people think it is hell, as Tennessee Blog 
Truman once said). We can see all of the rumors about the family verified in the records. The DAR, The 

; : ; one 2 : WPA, and your 
Happily no one was ever seriously hurt in some of these skirmishes; Praise be to God! Genealogy 

3 years ago 
Followers 


Sounds like this may have been mutual combat, and charges were dropped 
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Favorite Links 


Burgenland Bunch 


Learn Genetic 


Genealogy 
Blog Archive 
Vv 2024 (1) 
Vv January (1) 
Examining 
Most of the Huane court appearances had to do with the following circumstances; "Defendant were found drunk on the public Middle 
road contrary to law." Names for 
Clues 
This court case helped me to identify the location of my 
ancestors property. Griffith's Valuation of Ireland gave me > 2023 (15) 
an approximate location for Thomas Huane's property. ; 
Thomas Huane's cow strayed onto a neighbors property, + 1 ate!) 
and he sued because of this. The neighbor's property A > 2021 (17) 
was in another townland, which leads me to believe a % > 2020 (18) 
Thomas Huane's land was located on the Townland 
boundary line with Bunduff. These records are Pm 2019 (16) 
interesting, and add to our knowledge of the lives family m 2018 (22) 
bers. 
members > 2017 (31) 
Pm 2016 (24) 
Pm 2015 (30) 
Pm 2014 (53) 
Pm 2013 (59) 
> 2012 (76) 
Pm 2011 (94) 
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accel: | 


View my complete 


Thursday, October 10, 2013 


Backtracking and DNA Analysis 


Chart Type: © Stacked Bar @ Pie 


Me a ee a Mm ese ar it 


My Pie Chart 


My Mother's DNA test results finally came in yesterday. It has caused me to rethink my 
previous conclusions. | had assumed since my father's surname was likely Jewish that all of 
my middle eastern came through his side of the family. My Mother, however, has even more 
Middle Eastern than | do. 
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Chat Type © Stacked Bar © Pie 


Europe (Western European) Native American Middle East ne African) 
Wm Oh, 0 38 Mm oes ee MM Ga 28% 2 2) 


My Mother Edna Forgey -Kapple's ethnic breakdown 


My mother's Middle Eastern result of 18% leads me to believe that it is possible | may have 
inherited only 5% of my Middle Eastern from my father. As we can see with my Native 
American result the percentages go down by about half with each generation. | had heard 
that happens but now | see my mother's about 11% and my 5%. 

According to my mother's population result she is 18% Mozabite. According to my result my 
Middle Eastern is Bedouin, Mozabite, Palestinian 

My mother has 232 total matches. | have 219 matches. We share 93 common matches. So 
far I've found a Nicaraguan 3rd to 5th cousin match in my mother's match list. I've also found 
a Zirkle/Roush relative who is a match. to her but not me. | am happy that my mother shared 
even more DNA with a descendant of John Forgey of Tennessee which supports our 
inference that we are related. Stop and start places are not exact so it's a little hard to 
establish there actual location. 


fia[naneeses[nssraoe] —_40___[ 15 


fa [17928056 150815 


Che 12 
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My mother Edna Kapple and Marion Kerr 


fa | tore 
fafusimofisaiai| a7 [oar] 


My comparison with Marion 


Comparing my confirmed 5th cousin Nan with my mother | get different numbers at FTDNA 
than | do at gedmatch. According to FTDNA their largest shared segment is 12.73(which is 
exactly what Nan and | share). According to Gedmatch it's 16 on Chromo 2 and 15 for me? 
Who's right? 


eae Ente ee 
BE 


hevape cone redecsens. 1/55 
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Nan and | 


Ci] Stat Location Ceatimorgnns CM) 
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Nan Harvey and Edna Forgey-Kapple 


| am making a list of the matches which fall on my father's side. FTDNA provides in common 
with match list, and a not in common with list. | downloaded the excel spreadsheet for these 
lists. | will note which matches are my mother's and which could be my father's, for all the 
lists then merge them. 


Here is a comparison of Dodecad 13b charts between my mother and I: 


Population 
Gedrosia 8.10% Dagecad Ki2b 
Siberian 2.03% Feqao23 


Northwest_Aftican 0.25% 
Southeast Asian 133% 
Atlantic Med 32.40% 
North European F844% 


becrosis 


Siberian 
Southeast_Asian 
Atlantic_Mec 


Hor th_Eurosean 


South Asian 1 06% 
East African 0.30% ; sightsrew 
| Southweet_Ascian 

s rest 2 2.99% ' ‘a 
Southwest_Asian ° HM Caucasus 
East_Asian 0.39% GENE Sub_Saharan 
Caucasus 10.64% 
Sub_ Saharan 2.07% 

Annette Kapple 
Population 
Gedrosia 7.55% Dodecad Kies 
Siberian 3.15% FIOS7S3 


Northwest_Affican 1.97% 


a Gedrosiz 
it) Siberian 


Nartheest African 


Southeast Asian 2 A0% 
Atlantic Med 32.13% 
North European 33.08% 


Southeast Asian 


South_Asian 1.07% Rtiantic_Mod 

AH pat North European 
East African | : q a, = Southchal am 
Southwest_Asian 2.19% : | Southwest Asian 
Tast_Asian 2.61% MM East_Asian 
Caucasus 9.55% GY Caucasus 
Sub Saharan 2.94% MEM Sub. Sansran 


Edna Kapple 


Wednesday, October 2, 2013 
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Family Tree Maker vs RootsMagic Software 


Right off the bat | have to say | would not recommend purchasing Family Tree Maker 2014, 
which just came out a few weeks ago, until it's fixed. It's going to take some time for them to 
work out several problems with the new version. 

| decided to purchase the 2014 version of Family Tree Maker because of the ability it gives 
you to sync your online tree with your personal software on your computer. | had spent many 
hours attaching and uploading information to that tree since 2010. | wanted to have a 
personal copy of it. You can download a gedcom of your tree, but that doesn't include media. 
| had been using Rootsmagic since 2010 as my personal genealogy software. Before 
Rootsmagic | used PAF which is similar but has fewer features. 

Since | have some experience now using both softwares | decided to compare some of the 
features | use most often here: 

First of all starting the program there is a difference in the time it takes for them to load. 
Rootsmagic generally loads immediately. Family Tree Maker never loads quickly. It can take 
between 1 to 3 minutes to load, and other times won't load at all? Family Tree Maker is also 
prone to freezing up while you are using it. 

Looking at the primary screen Family Tree Maker lays out a great deal of data on one page, 
which can be useful when it comes to analyzing your data. 


You can see that the primary page for Rootsmagic is much less busy. You can click on the 
tabs across the top to see family groups etc.. | prefer the less busy screen of Rootsmagic. 
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One thing | would change about RootsMagic is the dialog box that comes up when you want 
to import a file or Photos. | use date and name search to look for files on my computer. It is 
time consuming trying to locate a file without that feature in the dialog box. 
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The preferred Family Tree Maker searchable dialog box 


Another place where Family Tree Maker shines is with their media viewer. You can flip 
through your images and look at them in the media viewer. You can only view one image ata 
time with Rootsmagic. You can scroll through thumbnails of your images at Rootsmagic. 
When you want to see them at a larger size you have to click on each one individually. The 
resolution of the image isn't as sharp at Rootsmagic either. 


You can see the difference when you compare this image from Rootsmagic with the FTM viewer below 
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Family Tree Maker media viewer 


My primary reason for using genealogy software is to keep a record of my research so | can 
refer back to it, which | often do, during my research process. Another way | enjoy using the 
software is generating books and charts to share with family. | like the Rootmagic book 
generating feature better than Family Tree Maker. The FTM book generating process is more 
clumsy and time consuming. Rootsmagic takes all of the facts you've imputed for each 
individual ancestor and creates a narrative summary of with these facts. You can produce a 
narrative report which includes all your ancestors, very quickly, and includes notes. Family 
Tree Maker Smart Stories produces a better narrative with the facts in your database. It 
sounds less computer generated; plus, you can type info to the report. The only problem is 
you have to create a smart story for each ancestor then combine the stories using the publish 
book feature. Since | would like to include a couple hundred narratives this might be time 
consuming. 


Ancestors of Charles Lynn FORGEY —— 2 October 2013 
First Generation 


L_ Charles Lynn FORGEY was bom on 17 Dec 1898 in Brownstown, Jackson, Indiana. He lived Age: 1 Marital Status: 
RR SingleRelation to Head of House: Sonim Brownstown, Jackson, Indiana, USA m 1900. He lived Age- 
ilMantal Status: SingieR elation to Head of House: Son in Brownstown, Jackson. Indiana, USA in 1910. 
Charles ved in Califorma in Jun 1916. He served in the military Age: 19 on 3 Jun 1916. He ivedin 
at” Nicaragua mm Jan 1917. Charles lived Age: 23 Mantal Status: MarrieiRelation to Head of House: Private m 
 Lepation Managua, Nicoragua, Military and Naval Forces, USA in 1920. [NEED TO DEFINE 
SENTENCE Civil} He ved Age: 34Marstal Status: MarnedR elation to Head of House: Head in Glendale. 
Los Angeles, California im 1930. He lived in Glendale, Los Angeles, Califomia in 1935. Charles lived 
Age: 43Marital Status: Marrie®R elation to Head of House: Head in El Monte, Los Angeles, Califormia, 
United States on | Apr 1940. He died Age 79 on 28 Sep 1976 at the age of 77 in La Puente, Los Angedes, Califorrea. He lived 
in USA Charies lived in Ewing. Indiana 


This is the narrative generated by Rootsmagic 
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a Charles Lynn FORGEY was born on 17 Dec 1898 in Brownstown, Jackson, 
» 4lndiana as the fourth child of William Wray FORGEY and Isis Minerva 
‘; BROWNING. He had five siblings, namely: Inez, Cecil Clair, Edna Rose, 
4. “ae Claude Applewhite, and Mona Marie. He died on 28 Sep 1976 in La Puente, 
sLos Angeles, California (Age: 79). When he was 20, he married Graciela DEL 
7 CASTILLO, daughter of Nicasio DEL CASTILLO and Elena GARICA, on 10 
Jan 1919 inM anagua, Nicaragua. 


Charles Lynn FORGEY lived in Ewing, Indiana. He livedin USA. He lived in Brownstown, 
Jackson, Indiana, USA in 1900 (Age: 1Mantal Status: Single; Relationto Head of House: 
Son). He lived in Brownst own, Jackson, Indiana, USA in 1910 (Age: 11M arital Status: Single: 
Relationto Head of House: Son). He livedin California in Jun 1916. He sevedin the military 
on 05 Jun 1916 (Age: 19). He lived in Nicaragua inJan 1917. He lived in Nicaragua in 1920 
(Age: 23M antal Status: Married Relation to Head of House: Private) Civil: 08 Jan 1921 (Age: 
24) He lived in Glendale, Los Angeles, California in 1930 (Age: 34Mantal Status: Married 
Relationto Head of House: Head). He lived in Glendale, Los Angeles, California in 1935. He 
lived inE! Monte, Los Angeles, California, United States on 01 Apr 1940 (Age: 43Marital 
Status: Married; Relation to Head of House: Head). 


Smart Story Family Tree Maker 


Rootsmagic produces a very attractive scrapbook. | have not found this feature at Family 
Tree Maker. 
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Page produced with Rootsmagic scrapbook. 


In closing, | now have two genealogy software programs on my computer (plus still have paf). 
I think I'll be using features from both to create a book. | might use the comprehensive 
narrative report from Rootsmagic, and the Smart Story from Family Tree Maker for ancestors 
| want more indepth stories for. | would also use some of the Scrapbook pages from 
Rootsmagic. Since Rootsmagic opens faster | would probably refer to it more during 
research. | will be using the syncing feature at Family Tree maker if they can get it working 
properly. The FamilySearch tree access at Rootsmagic is also a useful feature. You can 
compare your tree with FamilySearch's tree and add any information you don't already have. 
Having several genealogy programs is nice, | can use the best features of all of them. 


Friday, September 27, 2013 
Happy Dance DNA, Irish Style! 
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Bryzgie!l (Wesolowo. Dabrowa Bialostocka, 
Poland), Charian (Osmolowszczyzna, 
Dabrowa Bialostocka, Poland), Cloonan 
(Clongawney, Co Offaly, Ireland), Hosty 
(Shanballyvoght, Kilvine, Co. Mayo, 
Ireland), Kirrane (Kilvine, Co. Mayo, 
Ireland), Kryszczynski (Chrzanowo Cyprki, 
Przytuly, Lomza, Poland), Mierzejewski 
(Stawiski, Lomza, Poland), Shea 
(Clonfaniough, Co Offaly, Ireland), 


On August 21 and 22 Family Tree DNA posted new matches. | was very surprised to find a 
match with someone who has ancestors in the same Townland area in Ireland as my 
Huane/Huvane family. According to my match's posted information he is a descendant of 
Kirrane and Hosty ancestors. | recall these names from my searches of the local records. 


Shanballybocht or Shanballyvought is 
cs 
neat Fallakeeran, Co. Maye where my : a jonsgoe wis or re 
family was from. | also noticed a Se | = : att a ee 
i eee] SS Gig] igi ida] tdi 
Kirrane family lived near my Mullen ' tf we a ges teilied 
fe : a | booed ares | bass ieee 
family in nearby Pollaturick Co. s fies. | te: ie dk EES aes 
Galway. The Kirranes lived near the reactors. = 
Mullen's from the time of Griffith's Valuation for Pollaturick Co. Galway 


Griffith's Valuation of Ireland (mid 19th 
century) to the 20th Century. 


| have had a number of Irish related matches at Family ee Joana 


Tree DNA. One of my other recent matches was for Shanahan (europe), ‘shanshan (retand) 
shanahan (new zealand), shanahan (north 
Seamus Doherty. Likely someone still in Ireland? | also amenca), shanshan (south 


amnernca), shanatuin (Austraia), 
matched several people with Irish roots living in places 


like Australia and New Zealand. | have no connections to This match lives in Australia. Match 


Below lives in Ireland 
those places and assume our common ancestors are 


from Ireland? 


| also had a few matches from Ulster Ireland. | have both Birch (iewland. Galway), +; ‘Boland 


Irish Catholic and Ulster Protestant roots in Ireland. It's (wetand), Bowe (Ireland), Davis (Iretanxd), 
Kavanagh (ireland), Kelley, telly, Lalor 

great to see matches from the Co. Down and Armagh (Laois, ireland), Lynch (Tipperary, Ireland), 
Quinn (ireland), Tuoher (Ireland), Webber 

areas. (inetand), Wingfield (Iretand), Murptry (Lats. 
ireland), 


| knew for certain | had this Irish Heritage but when you 

actually see DNA matches from there it really makes you 

feel more connected to Ireland. With so many record losses in Ireland it's nearly impossible 
to know how I'm related to my Irish matches but good to see | do have Irish DNA anyway. 
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This is the Baptism record for my Great Grandmother Helen (Ellen) Mullen/Mason; only a few pages from the late 19th 
survive 


Tuesday, September 17, 2013 


Getting Ahead of Ourselves 


Browning Timeline 


When | say "getting ahead of ourselves", | mean really stretching inferential genealogy to its 
limits. I've been working on my Great-grandmother Isis Browning-Forgey's line. As | wrote 
before the first family line | found way back when FamilySearch went online was a Browning 
family tree. This pedigree file tree went back to the 1600's. It didn't contain any sources. | am 
now attempting to source it. 

So far all we have linking the family line in Tennessee to Maryland is naming patterns. The 
Brownings in Maryland used the names Roger, Nathan, and Benjamin which are also used 
by our Tennessee family. Our Roger Browning would be in the age range to be the son of 
Benjamin Browning who died in Montgomery, Maryland. This Benjamin's land was inherited 
by Roger, the eldest son, through primogeniture. Roger sells that land in 1787 and 
disappears from local records. Does he migrate to Tennessee at this point? Maybe? 
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| decided to continue researching the line in Maryland even though it's not established for 
certain our Brownings are related. | hoped something in Maryland would point to the family 
migrating to Tennessee. Nothing so far. | have found some interesting facts about the 
Maryland Brownings. Jeremiah Browning (may be Roger's brother?) served on the 
Continental Line in the Revolutionary War. He was badly injured during his service. He did 
lived to old age despite of his injuries. He died in 1839 in Bracken County, Kentucky. His 
brother Zephaniah was killed in the Revolutionary War. 
| have disproven that Drusilla Burton was the wife of ba. alercihaineaey Severe ciaa 
Edward Sr. Looking at land records Edward's wife is 19in eiy a arene 
: : uch et leeste: das ia 
named Elizabeth. Drusilla may have been Edward Jr.'s ila Niaeuana aed 
wife? She would have been too young to have been the Edward 
mother of Edward Sr.'s children. 
What I've accomplished so far: 


1. I've thoroughly searched land records for Maryland at the Archives site. 
2. | search Maryland records at Familysearch 

3. Maryland records at Ancestry.com 

4. DAR Patriot index 


A lawsuit alleging one of Edward Browning's wills was destroyed was brought by a possible 
daughter of Edward. | am hoping this lawsuit may contain the proof | need to link my line to 
this Maryland line. Relying on naming patterns alone may be stretching inferential genealogy 
too far beyond reason. Tennessee and Maryland are a bit far away for my comfort when it 
comes to using naming patterns alone to prove relationship. 
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Children named on Edward Bain s will 


Saturday, September 7, 2013 


DNA Separating the Wheat from the Chaff 


3 Cousin 69 cM 


4% Cousin 17.07 cM 


5" Cousin 12 cM 


11° Cousin 14cM (how did this happen?) 


Alway an exception to the DNA rules an 11th cousin shares a large block? 
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My ancestors being mostly farmers would appreciate the 

wheat from chaff analogy. Working with my Family Finder oes TOT cys 
results is quite complicated when it comes to the analysis 
of the results and what all the numbers mean. The long Sone ennteen eee 

list of matches most of us get leads to many hours 

pondering about our possible relationship? A couple were very apparent due to the fact the 


Estimated gamber of generations to MRCA = 3.4 


person had posted family names and a gedcom. A gedcom is necessary when it comes to 
determining where our common ancestor is. Some of my best matches haven't shared any 
names or a gedcom? That's pretty is frustrating. | find that | can sometimes find their family 
tree posted elsewhere by using their email address in a Google search. 

This week was a great week from a genealogy DNA standpoint (heat wise it waUrmey. We 
were estimated to be 3rd cousins by Family Tree DNA, but we are actually 4th. We checked 
the chromosome browser and we both share a segment of DNA in the same place as 
another match we both share. Using the "in common with" feature, and the chromosome 
browser helped me figure out a couple connections this week. | also found another Poteet 
connection this way. 

s bad in So Cal). On August 26th and 29th Family Tree : 

DNA did some large uploads of new matches. | had a ransom flee Cee DEEP SEAS 
dozen or so new matches. | sent out emails to my closest ones Bose haved with Sanna 
new matches, and | heard from one. We were able to Probably French Canadian 

find our common ancestors who were Jesse Callahan 

and Eve 

My 3rd cousin Sophia uploaded her 23andme test results to gedmatch so we could compare. 
We were both blown away by the amount of DNA we shared! We shared a total of 149 cMs, 
and a longest block of 69 cMs with 17,000 snps . | did some more reading about analysis of 
autosomal results. What I've come away with after spending many hours in reading and 
analysis the last few weeks is: 


1. The most important thing to look at is the length of the longest shared block. The 
longer the segment the closer the common ancestor. We really see this demonstrated 
with the 69cM block Sophia and | shared. The next longest block | share with someone 
is 25 cMs. Family Tree DNA ranks matches according to the size of the longest block 
as the default (my 4th cousin, Callahan match, shared a longest block of 17.06 cMs 
with 3248 snps, and 44 total cMs. My 5th Cousin Nan shares a longest block of 12cM 
with 2800 snps, and a total of 39 cMs). 

2. If your most recent ancestor was shared in the genealogical time frame you will 
generally share 10 cMs and 1000 snps on a block of shared DNA. 


3. Use "in common with" and the chromosome browser to link possible shared ancestors 


4. You can share smaller blocks and they can be IBD, but you need a long paper trail to 
prove your relationship 


So exactly one year later I've worked out the common ancestor for about 12 matches. | 
currently have 190 odd matches with no clue to our shared ancestor? I'm making a spread 
sheet to sort things out better. | look at gedcoms for my matches no matter how distant our 
possible relationshp is estimated to be (as Family Tree DNA says these matches can be as 
many as 20 generations back). It's easier to make connections with the highest ranked 
matches, so | focus on them. Although, | should probably think about distant matches since 
my brickwall lines are back in the 18th Century. 
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Friday, August 30, 2013 


The Bizarre Life of John Urmey 


Eli J. Forsythe, for the trustees. 

Lowe and Boothe, for John Q, Urmey. 

Haynes and Howard, for tho heir st law. 

Henry Stanbery, for Wooden and wife. 

By Court, Rawxey, J, Four separate claims are made in this 
caso to the fund brought into court by the executors of Urmey: 
it is claimed hy the trustees of Jefferson and Madison town- 
ships, for the poor of those townships, under the provisions of 
the will; the widow claims it aa next of kin; the brothers and 
sisters of Urmey aa bis heirs at law, he having left no legitimate 
child; and lastly, John Q. Urmey, his illegitimate son, The 
claim of the trustees is based upon the residuary clause in the 
will of Urmey, which is in these worda: ‘‘ The remainder of my 
estate I do hereby give and devise to the poorand needy, father- 


Chancery Case Montgomery County, Ohio the Executors of John Urmey 


John Urmey the brother of my ancestor Pe ae AYE IS OOPS CIPS IN 
Eve helped me breakdown a brickwall. aa ee 
His wife and illegitimate son contested 
his will. When this happened the case 
generally went to Chancery Court where the names of all living heirs, and their relationship to 
the deceased is documented. I've found even more documents relating to the John Urmey 
case which I've found very entertaining. 

The Urmey family is quite interesting. They appear to have been religious refugees, 


pi seghinvetee hoe 


John's esteemed friend Elizabeth (he did like the ladies) 1846 


Anabaptist Mennonites, who first were forced to flee Switzerland due to persecution and later 
migrated to America. You wouldn't expect that a grandchild in this line would lead a less than 
admirable life. | don't know what the circumstances he faced were, so perhaps | shouldn't be 
too harsh. 

John Urmey had no legitimate children, but did have one illegitimate son named John Q. 
Urmey. John Q. was born in 1827. John Sr. was 62 when he died in 1846. Sounds like he 
married his "esteemed friend", Elizabeth Hipple, as he calls her in his will just before his 
death, but after he made his will. Since he mentioned her father she must have been quite a 
bit younger than him. 
John's illegitimate Son | agama 
enters into a lawsuit | pa S Toff teri and . ae Socenethgfie of He Ananly Keral Aoct 
along with Elizabeth 

Hipple who now expects 

to receive a greater portion of his estate. The overseers of the Poor in Montgomery County, 
Ohio also sued for their share. Actually any remaining money after the heirs got their shares 
was to go to the support of the poor and "fatherless" of Montgomery County, Ohio. That was 
a nice bequest so he must not have been all that bad. After many year of litigation nothing 
was left for the poor and fatherless. Much of the money was eaten up by court and lawyers 
fees. 

His behavior however doesn't seem to be in line with the Mennonite teachings of the time. It 
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sounds like John lived off and on with the mother of John Q. for many years and never 
married her. He divorced his first wife Catherine Passinger in 1828. Probably because she 
found out about his affair with Sarah Kinsey. 


‘Leis alleed) ale ete tad ap rare, wat Loony ttt; Teas See. hte Hed tail bakeh? had 


cae tact wll a4 ; eR 
HET a al a be ten fbn od Pre 
Chea Uy chee us eT ree td 


John Q. Urmey called infamed an illegitimate 1848 


He 


Wednesday, August 28, 2013 


One Brickwall Leads to Another 


| did finally solve one brickwall regarding the parents and siblings of my ancestor Eve Urmey. 
Anumber of years ago | ordered a partial War of 1812 Pension file, for her husband Jesse 
Callahan, which consisted of the Pension application and a land warrant. This provided some 
important information such as Eve's maiden name. The name was spelled Urma. The closest 
match to that name in Indiana that | could find was Urmey, which was also the maiden name 
of a sister-in-law of her husband Jesse Callahan. | searched for any information | could find 
in the records for southern Indiana; where they lived. There was only one family unit in the 
area at that time with that name, that of Jacob Urmey and his wife Susannah Brower, and 
their children. According to Jacob's will he didn't have a daughter named Eve. | assumed at 
that point she might have been a niece of Jacob, or her maiden name was Urma after all? 
When the War of 1812 project at Fold3 reached the letter C | immediately looked up Jesse 
Callahan's file, which was quite large due to the fact Eve had to provide affidavits proving her 
marriage. This file was a gold mine of information. These affidavits pointed to Jacob and 
Susannah once again being the most likely parents of Eve. Their daughter Catherine Urmey- 
Miller attended Eve's wedding. The Urmey's son Jacob was described as Eve's brother. This 
was pretty convincing proof to me that she belonged in that family. This proof was strong, but 
not conclusive because | wasn't certain if there was only one Jacob in the area at the time. 
This week | found a court record which leaves no doubt that Eve was the daughter of Jacob 
Urmey and Susannah Brower. Eve was named as a sister of John Urmey in a court case 
regarding his estate. All of the other children of Jacob and Susannah were named, and are 
the exact names found on Jacob's, his father's, will. Here is what it says: 

"After making will, John URMEY married Elizabeth HIPPLE named in will a 

dower set off. She is now widow of Levi Wooden. John Q. URMEY had no 

other children other than illigimate son, John Q. URMEY. He left four 

brothers; Abraham URMEY of Mont. Co. Ohio, Christian URMEY of Tipp Co. 

Indiana, Jacob URMEY, residence unknown, and Jonathon URMEY, died before 

testate, also four sisters, Catharine, wife of Jacob MILLER, Eve, wife of 
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Mr. CALLAHAN, Esther, wife of Mr. CALLAHAN of Washington Co. Indiana, and 
Susannah, wife of Robert Scott, both dec'd and residence unk. Exe. 
court who gave balance of estate and court awarded it to widow as legal 


H " 
ae f Ame 
heir. Dayton, Montgomery County, Ohio. - 15 December Ls “sy Yugp Loo oh Plime Cees lle 4, how Lt! “Uieesy 
1848 Mecthe or ae tee, are (Bedeia -lhtige's a hat a Lh Be 
m0 Wet aa 
Dayton Court Record: Samuel LANDIS & Jacob VANIMAN, Will of his Father Jacob Urmey 


Exectutors of John 
URMEY, dec'd, vs. Levi Wooden & wife and John Q. URMEY, et al 15 Dec. 


1848. 


| don't know why Eve was left out of Jacob's will? | am now confident that she was his 
daughter. It also looks like she is the Daughter of Susannah Brower. After finding the above | 
felt confident enough to begin tracing her parents Jacob and Susannah's families. Looking at 
posted information for clues | was able to identify the parents of both Jacob and Susannah. 
Susannah was named in a court record in Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania. In 1792 the 
heirs of Christian Brower were named in a settlement and Susannah Urmy is described as 
his daughter. Christian's will was filed in 1771 and he gives his residence as Chester, 
Pennsylvania. A land record regarding the heirs of Christian Brower names Jacob Urmey. 
Looking around Chester | found one Urmey family, and was able to place Jacob in that family. 
Christan Brower had come from Germany and settled in Pennsylvania in 1726. The Brower 
family was Mennonite. | have not researched the Urmey family enough yet, and don't know if 
they were also Mennonites? 

Awife named Eve was mentioned in Christian Brower's will. Searching posted trees some 
identified her as Eve Bowman Brenneman. This made sense because Christian named step 
children with the surname Bowman in his will. | found the likely source for this assumption in 
a periodical called "Mennonite Family History". Here is the exact entry: 


Page 103 

Christian married Eve a & ee %. Ber 1803 in Prenktin 
of John Bowmen, Sr.. Maen an and place of birth . before see, brotner et” 
Geath are not known. tne hed two children trom her” boa 
previous marriage: Jote Bowman, Jr,, and Mary Bowman, t, Chewtian 

Civiatian died abowt ITT In Chester County, tbe m, Salome of Franklin Co,, Ve. 
will ls dated June 3, ITT1, in which he left atl to moved to Montgomery, Oho, about 1800, 
Ms wife EveJt) "I, Chetetian Brower, (Brauer) of %. Peter , 

Ms Chester County, Pa June 3, ml 10, Enoeh, 1765-Feb, 13, 1840 
Beboved » Eve, plantation on which George Weimer @, Paronica Bichenberg, 1769-18636, of Pranktin 
now dwells..tucsciold goods, Continue to ive on my Co_ Va.. dan. of Peter Fichenberry 
Title Mennonite family history. 
Publisher [Elverson, PA : Mennonite Family History, c1982- 


A family history book for the Brenneman family is online at Heritage Quest. | found a couple 
of Eve Brenneman's who married Bowman men, but neither were married to my Christian? 
This leads me to wonder whether someone found an Eve Brenneman married to a 

Bowman in the Mennonite records and assumed that this was a matching piece to the 
puzzle? | also assumed the book could have been wrong. After looking at a map of eastern 
Pennsylvania | came to the conclusion it would have been unlikely that my Christian would 
have married a Brenneman living 50 some miles away. The closest Brenneman family to him 
was 12 miles away but | couldn't find an Eve in those families? The best way to approach this 
problem now is to do more research in the local Mennonite records. | have not been able to 
locate a will fora Bowman male with a wife Eve. 

The fact that my ancestor was named Eve seems to support Eve as being her grandmother. 
It's possible that Christian too was married before? Even if we do find out what Eve's maiden 
name was we may not be able confirm who her children were? So this is my new brickwall. 
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Tuesday, August 20, 2013 


Wrong Wray! 


| had to make a 180 degree turn from yesterday. The reason for this is a Virginia deed book | 
found at Google books yesterday. | found out from the deeds that Moses Ray Jr. of Amherst 
and Albemarle did not match my Moses. This Moses continued to live in those areas well 
past the time when my Moses was known to be living in Bedford then Franklin County. This 
Moses had a wife named Mary Ann and my Moses' wife's name was Elizabeth. Doing a 
Google search using this new information | found out this Moses and Mary Ann migrated to 
Georgia. So most of the trees for this line posted at the Surname DNA project, and other tree 
sites have the wrong lineage. 

So what is the correct lineage? It would seem that a Benjamin Ray who lived in a Cabin on 
Magotty Creek as early as 1747 is the likely father of Moses and Joseph. They also 
appeared with him on tax lists around this time. It's a bit of a mystery why only Joseph 
appears on tax lists for the area after 1750? It could be that Benjamin Ray was exempt due 
to age, and they didn't bother to list him? It's probable that Moses Ray was living in the 
James River area during the 1750's because his son Benjamin was born there? It seems 
there was some sort of deed which mentioned Moses' with a wife Elizabeth related to land 
around James River. This may refer to my family? 

Since Magotty Creek was located near a Moravian trail the entry about Benjamin "Reh" in 

a Moravian 1753 Diary was likely a reference to our Benjamin on Magotty Creek? This entry 
stated he lived off Warrick Road. The Missionary said that the Rays lived in a very Muddy low 
place near the creek. This Missionary also said the Rays were a friendly couple who gave his 
traveling party milk. So it would seem that Benjamin lived until 1753. No one has found a will 
for him. 

Awill for Joseph Ray was filed in 1767 in Bedford. The will was written in 1766 and 
mentioned several young children leading me to believe this is a Brother of Moses. 

| noticed someone has been trying to make a connection between William Ray who came to 
America as an indentured servant, or was transported, about 1671 and settled in an area not 
far from Benjamin Ray. Maybe? 
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Page 210 
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Davis, Bailey Fulton Title The deeds of Amherst County, Virginia, 1761-1807 and Albemarle County, Virginia, 
1748-1763 / by Bailey Fulton Davis Pub. Info. Easley, S.C. : Southern Historical Press, c1979 


Monday, August 19, 2013 


Help from Facebook Cousin 


CHsaeaey Court Case naming all of the heirs of Benjamin Wray 


I've connected with many cousins at Facebook. My cousin Christy 
noticed my Thurman family surname and referred me to an 
administrator of the Thurman DNA Project at Family Tree DNA. As 
it turns out | have a mystery John Thurman line they never heard of 
before. | introduced them to my John Thurman who died in 1821 in 
Franklin County, VA. They introduced me to two different Thurman 
lines in the same area. One goes back to Joseph Thurman, the 
immigrant, born February 11, 1697 in Westminster, London, 
England and died 1774 or 1775 in Prince William, Virginia. The 
other line goes back to a Richard Thurman born 1680 and died 
1710 in Hanover County, Virginia. So | came to the conclusion | am Newspaper listing 
probably related to one of these lines or neither? Still need to Sete tee ne 
establish where my John Thurman fits? 

| was put in touch with a descendant of Joseph Thurman who has an outstanding, well 
documented, tree for this family at Ancestry.com. As it turns out he is also a Wray family 
descendant. He also descends from Revolutionary War veteran Benjamin Wray. This got me 
back into researching this line again. | shared what | had collected for the Wray family with 
him. | searched Virginia Memory again. Found several family Deeds. | made an incredible 
find in the Chancery Court records which provided me with irrefutable proof that my ancestor 
Anderson Wray was the son of Elias Wray and Elias Wray was the son of Benjamin Wray. All 
of the heirs of Benjamin Wray were named in an 1849 Chancery Court case. 

Now that my line is proven beyond a doubt to Benjamin Wray | felt confident enough to move 
forward; or backward, as we are want to do in genealogy. | have a copy of the 1802 Will of 
Moses Wray of Franklin County, VA, and Benjamin Wray is listed as his son. | am confident 
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this Moses is Benjamin's father. A wife Elizabeth is mentioned in the will, but | am not certain 
whether she is Benjamin's mother since it was common for women to die young? 

Doing a lot of searching at my usual places Ancestry, Rootsweb, Familysearch, Archive, 
USgenweb,and the most useful Virginia Memory | found a great deal of speculation about the 
family, and some concrete facts. 

What can be established: 


1. Benjamin Wray son of Moses was born in a place called James River Virginia about 
1757 according to his Revolutionary War Pension File. 


2. According to a map of early Franklin County, Virginia settlers Moses Wray had a land 
grant dated 1762 on Magotty Creek next to a Joseph Wray who settled there in 1747. 


3. A Moses Ray appeared on a 1745 Taxlist list with 5 slaves, and on later tax lists for 
Albemarle County, VA owning up to 12 slaves. 


4. A 1748 Tithe list for Lunenburg County, VA includes a Joseph, Benjamin, and Moses 
Wray. At this point in time the Magotty Creek area was in Lunenburg County, Va. | 
believe this Moses is the one who died in 1802, my ancestory. 

5. A Benjamin Wray was living on Magotty Creek in 1753 when a Moravian traveller, 
using the established Moravian Trail, came upon a Benjamin Reh and his wife living 
there. They were said to be 90 or 100 years old which is likely an exaggeration. He 
must have been too old to be taxed by 1749 because he doesn't appear on that tax 
list? 

6. A Moses Ray filed a will in 1768 in Amherst County, Va. Amherst was in Lunenburg 
County, VA in 1747, so this is likely the same man on the 1747 Tax List. 


7. AMoses Ray purchased several tracts of land on and around the James River in the 
1740's and 1750's. He willed property on Bear Creek in Rich Cove to Moses Wray Jr.. 


One researcher believes that Benjamin Wray living on Magotty Creek was Moses Wray's 
father. A vast majority of the Wray researchers believe Moses Wray Sr., whose will was filed 
in 1768 Amherst, is Moses Wray's father since this man did mention a Moses Junior in his 
will. | tend to side with them. Although more research is needed to rule out Benjamin, and 
Joseph as his father. It sounds like a wife Elizabeth was mentioned on one Moses Wray 
deed, so this again points to our Moses inheriting land from his father and later selling it. 
Well connecting with new distant cousins and collaborating always seems to lead to new 
information. It also spurs me to get more of my paperwork collection digitized. 
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Benjamin Rey Revainely War Pension statement 
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Franklin County, VA Early Settler Map 
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Sunday, August 11, 2013 


Connection Fail: When an inferential link 
doesn't pan out 


Search This 
Blog 


My Blog List 


Geneabloggers 
Blogiversary 
Spotlight: Empty 
Branches on the 


Family Tree 
Sarah Campbell's daughter Elizabeth Wray 2 days ago 

NN] 

Arlene Eakle's 
Reviewing my DNA test results based on some advice from my cousin Nan | collected up all Tennessee Blog 
my matches with a 10cM and 1000 SNPs segment matches. | attempted to find an ancestral egal oe 
link. | found someone who lived in an area where many of my cousins families settled. | Ganesan 
contacted that match by email, and exchanged familly surnames, but we never were able to 3 years ago 


establish a link. It must be coincidence that the Forgey cousins settle in the same area? 
Looking at another close match predicted to be 4 generations by Family Tree DNA! found a 
match; but, instead of at 4 generations it was 11 generations. | found another match also Followers 
predicted to be 4 generations which is more likely 7 generations. | decided | would need to 
make a push to solve some of my Brickwalls and get these tree lines at least one more 
generation back in order to find out where the matches might connect. Although | don't 
believe | can ever get back as far as 11 generations on every line. | think 6-7 generations 
may be as far as | can take some lines? 

The close match | exchanged emails with this week has ancestors who were Tennessee 
pioneers. | decided to work on a brickwall which might lead from Indiana to Tennessee. My 
ancestor Sarah Campbell's family was thought to have came from Tennessee. Her daughter 
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Polly Thurman Hall stated on several US Censuses that her mother was born in Tennessee. Followers (113) Next 
Unfortunately my ancestor Sarah Campbell died before 1850. Very little information was Be K zi 
recorded about her. Her common name, Campbell, also makes research difficult. 


The first mention we have of her in | 2 
Certificate of MBacciags RS 


any records is for her marriage to (-aard(fy that folate Miabeinge, or Haidar wad’ Wit, 


| (Ceadeoweon CO dace wad Pato Cann Pate. . a> 
Anderson Wray in Jackson County, | aie = [ ee tir tum for yp Sx ne, : 
Indiana in 1832. This is the only place Witter Rttiem Steate Thane ae 


I've found her name recorded. We 


then find her unnamed with her 


husband listed only as a female in his household on the 1840 Census. By the 1850 Census EE re 
we find Anderson Wray remarried with a new 19 year old wife Elizabeth Jackson. Anderson 
Wray married Elizabeth Jackson in August of 1849 so we know Sarah was dead by then. 
FP VL Same Bra 45 z. = ie : SALLE. —<besganrcn LZ: é 
Shida alah — mE | Asa thn Ly, 
OS a a 2 * a 
| lad Lekfe nh | , le gs 
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— fb eterintben Ee KA. —_ =| 
ee, Se i vir 
Anderson Wray Household 1850 Favorite Links 
For years | inferred that Sarah Campbell was likely the daughter of William Campbell and Burgenland Bunch 
Mary Gilless of Lawrence County, Indiana based on the fact Anderson Wray's family initially laaniGeneic 
settled in Lawrence County, Indiana, and that was the only family | found there at the same Genealogy 


time. Well this inferences has fallen apart since | found out William Campbell and Mary 
Gilless did indeed have a daughter named Sarah but she married a George Dougherty the 


same year my Sarah married Anderson Wray. So my years of research on this family is all for Blog Archive 
naught. Vv 2024 (1) 
Another possible connection | had considered was Balaam Campbell as Sarah's brother Vv January (1) 
which is now looking more likely. Sarah and Balaam both married in Jackson County, IN. Examining 
According to several trees I've seen posted on the internet Balaam is the son of John Middle 
Campbell and Sarah Brooks of Clark County, IN. The Campbells of Clark County, IN are Names for 
promising possibilities. One of Sarah Campbell's daughter's was Charlotte Temple Wray and alee 
there was a Charlotte Temple living in Jeffersonville, Clark County, IN who would have been 
a contemporary if Sarah Campbell. Pm 2023 (15) 
There is also a Campbell family living At rat foocos |$g9\080| 49 (zpe| 24 ge \ata| 28¢| reuse] 77 Pm 2022 (21) 
in Jennings County, IN. According to Pe mene : : . | P > 2021 (17) 
someone Sarah's full name was ee 
Sarah Cloud O'Briant Campbell. Her m 2020 (18) 
daughter Polly Wray-Hall had a son named Bryant. The Jennings' Campbells lived near a m 2019 (16) 
Rolla Bryant. May be a link? 
So the primary clues | have to work with now are: meals) 
Pe 2017 (31) 
1. Daughter named Charlotte Temple Wray may be named after relative? 
2. Balaam Campbell living in Jackson County, IN may be brother? Bene 
3. John Campbell and Sarah Brooks may be her parents plus | matched several Brooks m 2015 (30) 
families on my Autosomal DNA. > 2014 (53) 
My fear is Sarah's father may have died when she was young and her mother may have Pm 2013 (59) 
remarried? Pm 2012 (76) 
i eee eee Pm 2011 (94) 
Posted by Annette at 4:35PM No comments: Dak] 
About Me 


Tuesday, August 6, 2013 
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. a eels 
Gedmatch Demonstration Free DNA ——— 
: View my complete 
Comparison profile 


Gedmatch is a great way to compare your DNA results with likely cousins. However, there 
are no hard and fast rules when comes to DNA, which can be tricky when it comes to 
establishing relationships. We are all descended from two individuals who lived in Africa 
thousands of years ago as the scientist Spencer Wells has proven. Also, more recently, the 
population of Europe was much smaller up until modern times. As a for instance, if those 
with European ancestry trace their Family Trees back far enough they will notice they are 
related to the same people more than once. This is true of other parts of the world too. So 


Feedjit 


sometimes when we see we share small bits of DNA segments with someone else we could 
be related hundreds of years ago, or, even thousands of years ago. 

Another problem when trying to make connections with cousins is not all the DNA our 
parents inherited is passed down to us. Our siblings may have inherited different segments 
than we have. Since we don't inherit all of our parents DNA we can lose all traces of our early 
ancestors DNA eventually. 


Here is a demonstration of how Gedmatch can confirm our paper trail ancestry. Here we are 
doing one on one kit comparisons looking for matching segments of DNA. 

Nan and | have a paper trail proving our relationship as 5th cousins. We compared our DNA 
at Gedmatch. Here are the results: 


Centmorame ( 


Tesage size redaction: L346 


Taape cine redaction: Lot 


page size redaction: L335 


Chr 5 


Teeage side tetvaction:: Lt 


Tenaga size redeaction: <7 


Nan and Annette compared 


Notice that Nan shares over 2,000 SNP's on each shared segment with me. This is a tip off 
that we are related to someone in the genealogical time frame. 

| have another cousin, Sharon, who is from the same Forgey family whose results matched 
Nan and |. We don't have a paper trail for her relationship to us. We know through Y- DNA 

testing that we are cousins. She might be a 7th cousin but we're not sure? This is how she 
matched both Nan and |: 
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Annette and Nan compared to Sharon 
You can see how we both share fewer SNP's on our shared segments as we lose this early 
generations ' DNA traces. 
Another cousin of hers, Melanie, also tested and neither Nan or | had a single matching 
segment with her. Sharon and Melanie have a paper trail confirming they are cousins. 
Here we have the 6th cousins Sharon and Melanie comparing: 


Sharon and Melanie Compared 


They share a very large DNA segment, and a whopping 4,000 SNP's which means there is 
no doubt they are related. 

If you are comparing your DNA to someone you have a suspicion you are related to, and 
maybe a paper trail, or share the same surnames with, or your families lived in the same 
area, you may want to turn down the 700 SNP result to 400 or 500. If you don't have anything 
pointing to a relationship you might want to leave the SNP's at 700. 

Here is an explanation of why Gedmatch sets it's results at the level they do: 


"To qualify as a 'match' in the genealogical time frame, results must have a largest 
Autosomal segment that has at least 700 SNPs and be at least 7 cM. 

It must have BOTH. Results with the largest segment less than 7 cM are highlighted 

in pink. To check the number of SNPs, click on the 'A' on the same line to view the one- 


to-one comparison detail." 


Friday, August 2, 2013 


My Sub Saharan African MtDNA 
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Moroccan box purchased in Morocco by my Uncle Cecil Forgey 


| finally got my MtDNA results back yesterday! | was so surprised that my Haplogroup was 
the Sub Saharan African L2a, instead of Native Central American. My grandmother Graciela 
Del Castillo's line is my straight maternal line. In a way | was expecting the unexpected 
because of all the ethnic mixing in Nicaragua. 

My first thought after getting the results was | might be descended from a Nicaraguan slave? 
This may be the case? However, after reviewing my results and reading more about L2a it 
sounds like it's also found in low levels in Spain, the native country of most of my Nicaraguan 
ancestors. How L2a got to Spain is a matter of some debate. We know Spain was involved in 
the slave trade so some of the L Haplo DNA arrived that way. Probably a majority of the L 
Haplo comes via nearby Morocco which is only 9 miles away at it's closest point to Spain. 
Another route for the Sub Saharan DNA is through the Arabic Moorish invasion of Spain in 


the 700's AD. 

| did have some Family Finder 

Autosomal results pointing to some L2a 
Moroccan roots. | had tested positive ream erecting 
for several rare Moroccan SNP African Haplo 


alleles, and Doug McDonald also 
found possible Moroccan in my autosomal DNA. | thought that Middle Eastern lineage was 
most likely from my father's Jewish line? | am now testing my mother to see if some of the 
Middle Eastern comes from her side? 

Gedmatch admixtures and Doug McDonald did predict | had some African ancestry. Both of 
these sources seem to peg it at about 2%. It's really hard to say when it came into to our 
family? If | upgrade my MtDNA test sometime it may confirm the Moroccan theory or disprove 
it? 

If you don't believe racism is still prevalent in the US just 


read some comments regarding African Haplogroups on 


some of the DNA forums. Some blond blued people 
have the Sub Saharan L2a Haplogroup. As one person Rare Morosean/SNP in my DNA 
wrote some non African European Americans "panic" 

when they see their result. Actually L2a does exist in Europe in small frequencies, and it's 
believed to have arrived in Europe thousands of years ago. 


So I've come away with the 


ish 0.5733 Spain 0.3053 Morocesn 0.0666 Maey2 00549 of 
H : ae 4 . Irish 0 6238 Tuscan0 2676 Mozabite 0.0552 Maya 0.0534 of 
Impression that L2a definitely IS Native irish 0 4428 French 0.4194 Moroccan 0.0842 Mayz 0.0536 o 


Sub Saharan African,but has spread 
to Northern Africa and to Southern 
Europe. 


Some of my Doug McDonald autosomal anaylsis 
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Thursday, August 1, 2013 


John Owens Sr. Bigamy, Children and 
Grandchildren? 


“David Owens was s Corporal in Capt™ M‘Clean's Comp’ and 
Jay once in Garrison at my house. He deserted several times, as I 
am informed, & went to live among the Delawares & Shuwanene, 
with whose Language he was acquainted, His Father having been 
loog a ‘Trader amongst them. 


1764 Report to the Pennsylvania Provincial Council states David is the Son of a long time Indian Trader 


| am back to researching my Owens family line. Back to banging my head against the wall 
trying to separate all the Johns, Georges, and Davids. | didn't do such a good job of 
recording and documenting my research last year. I'm going back over everything and will 
add source documentation as | have time. 

Where everything stands now is we know that our ancestor James D. Owens is related to 
John Owens Indian Trader with a 99% probability according to DNA testing. We just don't 
have the documentation telling us how? The probability that James D. Owens is a direct 
descendant of John Owens Indian Trader is also around 99%. 

Here are some things we can conclude from the present evidence: 


John Owens Sr. was married to an Indian Woman LE ceptd LOT 
according to the 1756 article in the Pennsylvania AOD Tin a 


Gazette, and the fact that she was daughter of the John Owen's Jr's "aged mother" 
Half King is supported by the fact he was given a 
great deal of credit as recorded in John's trading books. 


John Owens Sr. was likely married to Judith who is named in a 1781 Tax List 


John Owens Jr.'s aged mother was living with the family when he made his will 
April 1781 will | believe John Jr. was born in the late 1740's 


According to someone making a report to the Provincial Council in Pennsylvania 
in 1764 David Owens was the son of a long time Indian Trader, and we know from 
David's, son David Jr., that he was George's half brother 


Moving to James D. Owens we know he is described as James Owens Jr. in 


Bracken County, Ky records; which actually means he was a little younger than 
another James Owens who lived on Turtle Creek. 


= a 


OT wr ere ToT et 
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| tend to think James D. Owens is John Jr.'s son because he had a son Vincent 
and Daughter Hannah 


So was John Sr. married to an Indian woman some called Maths and Judith at the same 
time? He did live in many places, and could have had more than one wife at a time? The fact 
that George and David were half brother's would suggest this also. 


SORE IG Tee i . 
Pal te Oe gore = 
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Phir "“llenet- Mat the sitet dred traiont” 
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In 1840 David Owens Jr. describes his father David as George's half brother 


Here are some family groups based on the records we have: 
First Generation 
John Owens and Judith/Maths? 


1. Son John Owens Jr. b. abt. 1745 (I base this on the fact John Owen Jr. owned land 
near John Owens Sr. in the 1760's) 


2. Son David Owens b. abt. 1750 
3. Son George Owens b. abt. 1755? 


4. Daughter Susannah 


Second Generation: 
John Owens Jr. b. about 1745 and Susannah 


t 4 ~ 
pe “la leat 
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Pennsylvania Orphans Court record 


1. David (from will) 
2. John = (from will) 
3. Vincent 

4. George 

5. Mary 


6. James 
David Owens and unknown Jones? 

1. David Owens Jr. abt. 1770? based on 1840 letter 
George Owens and Charity Casteel 


1. George 


2. Thomas 


. 
7 . 
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4 
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Friday, July 26, 2013 
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Locating Our Families Old World Origins 
with DNA 


I've been buried deep in Haplogroup HISTORY UNEARTHED DAILY 

research since my cousin's DNA se Ha ee 
results came in last Friday. Eupedia 
has been the best resource for finding 
maps and explanations of the origins 
of Haplogroups. I've also been looking for test results posted by distant cousins of some of 
my other lines using the Family Tree DNA surname projects. | found a number of surname 
groups for family surnames at Family Tree DNA. | had forgotten how to see the results at 
first. | then remembered you have to use the menu in the bar near the top of the page. | also 
Googled to find more family surname projects. | managed to find a few outside Family Tree 
DNA. 

| was able to locate DNA Y results for several family lines including Melvin, Owens (which | 
already had), and Callahan. There were also groups for the Browning surname and Wray 


DNA FAQ 


Brownings of South West England- Background 


surname. 
All of the Haplos | located were for the 
most common Haplogroup R1b. My 
Callahan distant cousin had some 
deep clade results, meaning many 
SNPs were tested to narrow the 
families place of origin. His terminal 
SNP was L21. It's difficult to narrow 
R1b results without extensive SNP 
testing. If more SNPs are found then 
the area may be able to be narrowed further. It does look like this SNP L271 is highly 
concentrated in Ireland, and constitutes about 90% of the male population in parts of Ireland. 
Some call it a Celtic clade? 

We were lucky on our Forgey side because the 12 M284 L126 Haplo is far less common. I2 is 
found throughout Europe. The sub clade M284 is most common in the British Isles and 
probably originated there 3,000 years ago according the Eupedia. The terminal Haplo L126 is 
centered in Scotland and Ireland, and probably originated in Scotland according to some 
sources. 

Depending on the rarity of a Haplogroup and related SNP's it is possible to narrow down an 
old world ancestral location. 


ey tS 
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‘et 


R1B and L21 Maps 


Wednesday, July 24, 2013 
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DNA Testing Companies Database Sizes: 
How many people in their databases? 


600,881 


The Genographic project has a counter on their homepage 


I've have been curious about the total number of people who have tested with the major 
genealogy testing companies. It's difficult to find these numbers at most of the company 
sites. The numbers are important because they will affect the number of matches you'll get, 
and your predicted Haplogroup. Here are some of the numbers thrown out by the major 
testing companies: 


1. Family Tree DNA has sold 300,000 kits as of Saturday July 20, 2013 

2. As of May 2013 23 and Me sold about a 250,000 tests (their goal is 1 million by year's 
end) 

3. The National Genographic Project has 600,000 DNA samples as of June 2012 

4, DNA Tribes makes reference to comparing your results with 560,0000 people but 
doesn't say whether all these people purchased kits through their company? 


5. Haven't found any numbers for Ancestry.com 


After researching all of these DNA companies I've come to the conclusion that the 

The Genographic Project offers the best most accurate DNA testing, which tests Y, MT, and 
Autosomal DNA for $200. You get much more for less money testing here. You get your deep 
clade at no additional cost. Deep Clade testing helps narrow down your ancestral ethnicity. 
Since the Genographic Project is affiliated with Family Tree DNA you can transfer your 
results to Family Tree DNA for free. With the size of the database and their advanced testing 
the Genographic project is the most reliable test available. 

| wish all of the testing companies would provide the numbers of people who have taken 
each of the tests they offer, so we can get a better idea of the size of the comparison pool. 


Saturday, July 20, 2013 


Hurray! I confirmed I'm a member of a 
persecuted minority! 
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The passenger list for the SS Vaderland which sailed out of Antwerp to the Port of New York in 1909. 
My Grandfather Rudolph is 10 months old and is returning with his mother Maria and siblings from a trip to their 
Grandfather Kurta's house. 


For years some family members have been in denial over possible Jewish origins. | was told 
by my Grandmother Kapple not to worry, she looked it up and we weren't Jewish (but she 
also told me to get married and get rid of the "Jewish" surname). | guess there is good 
reason to worry about possible Jewish ancestry considering still present anti Semitism, and 
centuries of persecution. | really have wanted to know for certain whether our family had 
been Jewish at some point despite the burden of having connections to a persecuted 
minority. 

My first step in trying to find our Kapple family 
ethnic roots was taken after reading the book 

My Sixteen: A Self-Help Guide to Locating Your 
Sixteen Great-Great Grandparents, by Robert W. 
Marlin . After reading that | got a clear idea of how 
to proceed with my research. Using Naturalization 


records for my Great-Grandparents | found out the ———- 

name of the village they came from. Searching the My Aunts with my Grandfather Rudoph Kapple 
Internet | found the Burgenland Austria, 

Burgenland Bunch, genealogy website. My ancestors' village was in the groups area of 
specialization. Their website gave helpful tips on researching in that area. They pointed me 
to microfilm available through the LDS Family History Library. | ordered Catholic Church 
records and Jewish Records. | didn't find my family in the Jewish records like | expected. 
They did appear in Catholic Church records for 100 years. This really puzzled me. Many of 
the names | found in the Catholic Church records for Ronok Parish, where my family 
attended church, contained surnames associated Ashkenazi Jews. | figured that my family 
likely converted to Catholicism, and many of my collateral families likely did too. 

So | was stuck for a dozen without any proof regarding the true ethnic origin of my family. | 
got involved with a DNA project for my Forgey family a couple years ago at Family Tree DNA 
(by the way, congrats on selling their 300,000 test kit today!). | hesitated testing my Kapple 
side because | was afraid the results might be inconclusive. A few weeks ago | finally bit the 
bullet and asked my cousin Darryl Kapple to test and he happily agreed. We just got the 
results yesterday and it's obvious the family does have Jewish origins (at least tracing strait 
down the Kapple male line). My cousin tested as Haplo group J2 M178. This is a fairly 
common Haplo group among the Jewish population (although some non Jewish groups in 
the Mediterranean also carry it). This along with other clues would point to a 99.9% 
probability of Jewish ancestry. 

An as yet unanswered question is 
whether the family was Ashkenazi or 


Sephardic? My cousin had one match J-M172 

of Portuguese origin, another of Y-DNA Haplogroup 

Spainish origin, another of Italian 

origin, and the fourth was Swedish. Results Completed: 7/19/2013 Last Matched: 7/19/2013 


These were all perfect matches at 12 
markers. | will need to upgrade to find 
out if they remain close with more markers. 
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So at this point the 12% middle eastern in my Autosomal results looks like it's Jewish. I'm 
waiting for MtDNA results which will hopefully come back next week. 
All of this is a very appropriate way to mark what would have been my late father Robert 
Kapple's 80th birthday today, July 20, 2013. 


Thursday, July 11, 2013 


Hanging Out the Zirkle Dirty Laundry 


Witness List Zirkle Case 


Like many families the Zirkles had their share of dirty laundry which 
was aired in court in early 19th Century Shenandoah Valley, ‘ a 
Virginia. A full accounting of this court case can be found at Virginia | 
Memory. It is comprised of 57 pages, which include 4 wills made by 
Lewis Zirkle, and the testimony of friends and neighbors. Some 
members of the Zirkle family came away better off than others in 
his last will. Changes in his wishes at the end of his life were 
construed by some as resulting from coercion by those living with 


him in his household. 

My own ancestor Mary Eva Roller, Lewis Zirkle's daughter, seemed ;, 
to make out better in his first wills. She would get less than 50% of The Zirkle Family Home 
the money she would have received in his first wills in his final will. = 
You can see her declining fortunes here: 
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1. Exhibit A. Will dated May 21, 1806 Will Mary Eva Zirkle/Roller received 130 pounds 
current money 
2. Exhibit B. Undated Will the same Mary Eva receives 130 pounds current money 
3. Exhibit C. Will dated 1812 Mary Eva's fortunes are somewhat on the decline she now 
receives 110 pounds 
4. Exhibit D Will dated 10 July 1814 Mary Eva now receives only 24 pounds? 


Many of her other siblings saw a similar decline in their inheritance. This spurred them to file 
the court case to “break the will". Lewis and Daniel Zirkle were given the bulk of Lewis Zirkle 
Sr.'s property along with their mother. They lived with him before his death and may have 
exercised undue influence over him? 

To "break the Will" the family would need to prove that Lewis Zirkle Sr. was incompetent to 
execute a will when the 1814 will was written. Both sides called witnesses supporting their 
side of the story (see image at the top of the page). 

At the outset of the case the family didn't want to injure Lewis Zirkle's reputation (or their 
own) 

so the original complaint stated he was incompetent due to illness. Later it came out that he 
often drank Whiskey and was sometimes drunk. Here is some of the testimony: 


All of those testifying agreed that Lewis Zirkle was "fond of drink". But they also agreed he stayed away from transacting 
business when he was drinking. 


According to this Lewis Zirkle was in advanced old age when he died. He was debilitated in mind and body. 
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This man thought he witnessed a eeebies "fit" which would point to ill health. 


1/18/24, 10:50 AM 
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This testimony seems to speak to the issue of bullying. Son Daniel refuses to help his father Lewis, and calls him a childish 
fool 
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More testimony by a defense witness that the Mrs. Zirkle would tease her husband in a "romancing way". 
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Here is prosecution testimony demonstrating that Lewis Zirkle could be bullied by his wife. This person had to screen him 
from her. 
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According to this Mr. Zirkle was worried about his will being broken before his death. 
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This witness said he offered a donation of $50 to break the will because it was an "unjust will". 
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According to this testimony Mr. Zirkle was a kind father but his children did not altogether obey. 
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According to Mr. Zirkle's Reverend he seemed to be sensible right up to the time of his death 


According to this testimony Mrs. Zirkle ruled over Mr. Zirkle. 
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According to this witness Mr. Zirkle would give in to his family to avoid trouble. 


Some of the witnesses may have had conflicts of interest. At least one purchased land from Daniel Zirkle from 
the estate, and might have to return it if the will was broken. It's tough to know who to believe without Lewis 
Zirkle Sr.'s testimony? 


Wednesday, July 10, 2013 


Don't White Wash the Past 


Somewhat to Lewis Zirkle's credit he did free one of his slaves, George, and gave him some land in one of his 
wills 


| have found that relatives have wanted to distance some of our families from the institution 
of Slavery. | was quite surprised when | first found my Forgey family's name linked to Slavery. 
| found Forgey wills in Tennessee naming slaves as part of the family property. My family had 
been in the Midwest for so many generations that our family didn't have any memory of slave 
ownership in our family. 


My cousin Nan Harvey found more 
family related documents at Virginia 
Memory for our Zirkle family. This 


Palatinate German family settled in the 
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia in the 
18th Century. The documents Nan found 
relate to a court case to set aside the will of Lewis Zirkle (husband of Mary Magdalene 
Roush). Lewis had made 4 wills during his lifetime. Several references to slaves can be 
found in these documents. Only 3 slaves are named but he seems to allude to even more? 
It's interesting that Roush family historians stated Johann Roush, Mary Magdalene's father, 


Here Lewis leaves a Mulatto boy to his wife 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2015-01-11T22:50:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 15/19 


1/18/24, 10:50 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


was anti slavery. I've found no written evidence that he was against slavery, and felt that this 
was wishful thinking on the Family Historian's part. The fact that his daughter was a slave 
owner makes me tend to think her family wasn't actually against slavery. | had thought myself 
that German Lutherans might steer away from owning slaves so | was surprised to find they 
did in fact own slaves. Slave ownership was much more widespread than many would like to 
believe. Even those who didn't own them would sometimes lease them. 

Closing our eyes to slave ownership in our families is a shame. | think looking at this terrible 
episode in our family history can make us more sympathetic to plight of oppressed peoples, 
and should make us more humanitarian. | personally try to vote for those who support equal 
treatment for all. 


Here Lewis leaves his slave Margaret to his wife 


Alluding to Slaves not named 


Monday, July 1, 2013 


Old Search at Ancestry Better for Slow 
Internet Connections 


One reason why | liked Ancestry.com's old search is because you could get to a scrolling 
menu when you clicked the record catagory in the browse records side bar. Scrolling through 
the records is quicker than clicking through pages of lists. If you have a slow connection you 
don't have to wait for the pages to load. Sometimes | have a quick internet connection and 
sometimes it's slow ( very slow lol). 

It's not that big a deal but it was nice! It's still easier than microfilm lol. 
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Featured data collections 


U_S., World War | Draft Registration Cards, 
1917-1918 


U.S., World War II Draft Registration Cards, 
1942 


U.S. Civil War Soldiers. 1861-1865 
U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls. 1798-1958 


British Army WWI Service Records. 1914- 
1920 


With New Search you need to click View in Card Catalog, and you need to click through a number of pages to 
see all records 
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Wednesday, June 26, 2013 


A 2006 Letter from Ireland I Cherish! 


The anticipation that comes from waiting for DNA results can be overwhelming LOL. | am 
currently waiting for results from a Y DNA test and a MtDNA test. I'm also waiting for the 
Gedmatch site to catch up with their backlog so we can do more comparing of results. In the 
mean time | am doing more scanning. Below is a cherished letter from a resident of my 
Great-grandmother's townland, Pollaturick, in Ireland. | appreciate this person taking the 
time to write this and help me to confirm what | found in other records. The elderly are our 
greatest sources for information, as this letter affirms. The family of a distant cousin of mine 
had visited this relative, so they wrote her a letter for me asking about my family. This is in 
regards to my Mullen/Huvane family. Some of the Huvane's use the alternate spelling 
Huane, as used in this letter. 
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AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 


direction. | also research Irish records. 
Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Wednesday, June 12, 2013 


Concrete Proof of Relationship 


Jane Sharp/Rawlins statement on paper (Somewhere?) naming her relations got me to 
thinking about our documentation for the Forgey family. What documents do we have for the 
early Forgeys directly naming parents, children or other relations? 

The earliest mentions of the Forgeys in America would be on Tax Lists. The tax man (as 
today) seldom missed anyone. Land was cheap in early times so we find them in the deed 
records. Native American Warfare was a constant in early days so every male generally 
served in the Militia at some point so we find them in those records. Many of the 1790 
Census records have been lost and Eastern Tennessee doesn't have Census records until 
1830. 

The above records were 99 percent male. Females would be taxed if there were no males 
over 21 in the household, and they were head of the household. The same held true for the 
Census.They could appear in Dower releases on deeds so they were better represented 
here. They were not allowed in the Military so never mentioned there. 

The place where we find entire families listed are first and foremost wills and adminstrations. 
Second would be bible records. The third would be church records, and then County 
Histories. 


Here is some of what we have: 
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Andrew Forgey of Hawkins County, TN names his family members 
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About Me 


Here we have Robert Forgy of Mifflin and Mary Forgy of Washington County, PA. | assume they are mother/ or 
stepmother and son 
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The John Forgey Family of Clark County, Ohio. | am no longer certain this is Robert Forgy of Mifflin County, PA's 
brother? 


Mrs, Elenor Forgey, communicant. 
Family: , 

Hugh, married Sept. 25, 1824. 

Mary, communicant ; married, Sept. 29, 
1 


James, born Aug. 18, 1797; married, 
Jan. 24, 1819; died, Oct. 10, 1835. 


Church Record naming Andrew Forgey and Elenor Randall's Children 


Andrew Forgey's inventory contains his childrens names and wife's name 
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Alexander Forgey of Indiana Bible record 
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Monday, June 10, 2013 


Analysis of a Family Tree Gone Wrong 


A tear in Samuel Forgey's will is symbolic of the missing pieces we need to reconstruct in the family history in 
general 


Seems like when ever Nan has an autosomal DNA match we find a problem with the old 
version of the Family Tree. The old verison I'm talking about, mainly, is the one that appears 
in Lucille Wallace's Forgy, Forgey in America. The book written in the 1950's contains a few 
errors due to the fact so much of the information about these families was not as easily 
accessible as now. So much is being digitized and easily searchable now old trees are 
undergoing massive revisions. The authors of the old family histories didn't want to upset 
families with short lineages and tried to make connections, where no proof existed, with older 
longer lines. You can see them trying to fit people, without proof of parentage, into existing 
lines. This is sort of inferential genealogy without enough foundation for a conclusion. 

Nan had a low level Autosomal DNA match with a descendant of Elizabeth Forgy. When | 
took a look at her line | noticed some problems. Several trees posted online have Samuel 
Forgy and Sarah of Rowan County, North Carolina as her parents. A researcher named Bert 
Rawlins did extensive research on Jane Sharp/ Rawlins family (she was Elizabeth's 
daughter) and came to a different conclusion (this is a link to a PDF with some of Bert's 
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research http://www.rawlins.org/bert.rawlins/frost.research.2007.pdf. 
Our problem is who to believe? 


1. We have some believing that Samuel and Sarah of Rowan, North Carolina are 
Elizabeth Forgy/Sharp's parents. 


2. We have a statement on GenForum that Jane Sharp recorded the names of 
Elizabeth's parents in 1844 as John and Rachel Forgy 


3. At the same time in 1844 she recorded the names of two uncles John Forgy and Adam 
McPherson and two aunts, Jane McPherson and Rachel Forgy. 

4. The researcher Bert Rawlins came upon a GenForum post regarding a John Forgy 
and Rachel White. He recognized the fact that Jane's uncle Adam McPherson was 
married to a Jane White (a maybe sister of Rachel?) 


5. Elizabeth Forgy was married to Robert Sharp who appears with Adam McPherson in 
Washington County, PA in the late 1700's, and is found with him later in Bourbon 
County, Kentucky. This may link Elizabeth's family with the family of Hugh Forgey and 
Sally Evermen who were also residents of Bourbon County, KY 

6. We then see an Adam McPherson with a John Forgy in Clarke County, Ohio in the 
early 1800's. They both belong to the same Presbyterian Honey Creek Congregation in 
New Carlisle. 

7. On the flip side, in support of Samuel and Sarah as parents, a Sharp was named in 
Samuel Forgey's will 


8. Samuel and Sarah did have a daughter named Elizabeth as recorded in Samuel's will. 
9. Elizabeth named a daughter Melinda. Anamed used in Samuel Forgy's family 


10. After Samuel's death his family did migrate from North Carolina to Kentucky 


If John Forgy is Elizabeth's father we find several in Pennsylvania who could be candidates. 
There is a John Forgy on the 1773 Penny Tax list for Lancaster County, PA. We know that 
the White and McPherson familes came from there. Hugh Forgey of Bourbon County, KY 
also originally settled there. We have a John Forgey who was naturalized on Westmoreland 
County, PA in the late 1790's according to an Ancestry.com database. We also have a John 
who was a bondsman for Mary Forgey in 1800 Mason County, KY. We have another John 
Forgey who seemed to be a long time resident of Westmoreland County, PA. He first appears 
there in the early 1780's on Tax Lists and Militia lists (not sure whether this was the same 
man who was naturalized?). The John in Mason County may be the same as either the long 
time resident of Westmoreland or the one who was Naturalized in the late 1790's or a 
different person all together? Mary Forgy (probably widow of John Forgy of Mifflin County, 
PA) died in the early 1800's in Washington County, PA. | assumed that she may have went 
there with one of her children, and assumed it could have been a John? 

The marriage bond for Mary Forgey was for a marriage to John Everman. This would point to 
a connection with Hugh Forgey who was married to Sally Everman. Hugh did have a 
daughter Elizabeth. Could she have been named after his sister Elizabeth Forgy/Sharp? 

We really need a copy of the 1844 document with the names of Jane Sharp/Rawlins 
relations. 
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Elizabeth named as a daughter of Samuel 
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Could this Elizabeth named as a daughter in Hugh's will be a namesake of Elizabeth Forgy/Sharp? 


Thursday, June 6, 2013 


Youtube Histories Provide Inspiration 


Being a caregiver for my Mom has restricted me to the house lately. I've spent my down time 
here at home watching history based YouTube videos which led me to do more genealogy 
research. Events and names mentioned sparked a new round of research. The History of 
Canada series gave me the most inspiration. The History of Scotland series also led me to 
some additional research. Episode 6 of The History of Scotland mentioned the Scottish 
Covenants signed by 60 percent of Scotland's population. | found a Scottish Convenant 
index at Ancestry.com. David and Jean Forgie, who were signers of the Covenant, could be 
relations of my Forgey family?. This episode was so interesting. | had no idea that the early 
Presbyterians were so radical. Government by law was a positive idea introduced in the 
Convenant. Otherwise the Presbyterian radicals were a jihadist style group advocating a holy 
war. 

The French Canadians were a much more docile group in 
general. Not advocating over throw of the King, or Catholic 
church they were not religious militants. According to what I've 
been reading about the early settlers they did not leave for 
religious or political reasons. Most of the early settlers were 
young men looking for adventure, and hoping to advance 
themselves economically. Others were looking to escape justice, 
and creditors. 


The name Boucher, mentioned in the History of Canada, struck me as a familiar name. 
Pierre Boucher was featured as a very influential person in early Quebec. His father was 
Gaspar Boucher. | got out my pedigree charts and found a Marin Boucher, he was thought to 
be a relative of Gaspar, and appears in a court case with him. Pierre Boucher started out his 
career in Huronia as a servant to the Jesuits who were Missionaries to the Native Americans 
living there. He later became an interpreter, and a Governor of Trois Rivieres after he 
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concluded a peace treaty with the lroqouis. He went to France 
in 1661 to represent Quebec, and request aid to fight the 
Native Americans. This was a very successful trip. Louis XIV 
provided the needed aid, and the crown took control of Quebec 
making it a French colony governed by French officials. 
Boucher was made a Noble by Louis XIV. Pierre Boucher also 
wrote a book on the Flora and Fauna of Canada. 

Another outcome of Pierre Boucher's trip to France was a 
commitment by the King to send eligible females to the Colony. 
He would pay for wards of the state to go to Canada to in order 


to marry, and increase the population in the Colony. These 

women were Called Filles du Roy. After watching this portion of the documentary | got out my 
French Canadian research folder and looked up my potential Filles du Roy. They all seem to 
come from St. Sulpice Parish in Paris. I'll have to do some research to see why? So far | 
have found 3 Filles du Roy in my family tree. They were Elisabeth Aubert, Catherine Clerice, 
and Anne Perrault. Elisabeth Aubert had her own dowry of 200 livre, and also received a 50 
livre dowry from the King. | may have more of these women in my family tree? I'll have to do 
more research. 

Catherine Clerice's husband, Jacques Lussier also came from Paris. His parish church was 
the beautiful Gothic St-Eustache. 


The research | began on Elisabeth 
Aubert's husband, Aubin Lambert, led 
me to an interesting discovery. | had 
known that many of the Canadian 
settlers came from the same region of 
France. | did not know that many 
came from one particular church parish Saint-Aubin de Touvourvre in the Perche region of 
France. The earliest baptism | could find record of on the web was the 1598 baptism of 
Marguerite Gagnon. Aubin Lambert was baptized there in 1632. Another ancestor Robert 
Giguire was baptized there in 1616. Nicolas Rivard may also be an ancestor? | have not 
been able to get a exact date as to when the Church was built. Someone had posted that it 
was built in the later half of the 15th Century? | plan on going to France some day and will 
definitely visit the Church which is 150 miles from Paris. 

Another fact that came to light while researching is that Robert Giguere's wife, Aimee 
Milville's father was from Switzerland. Pierre Milville was born in 1602 in Fribourg, 
Switzerland. So it sounds like he and Abraham Martin may not have been French (Martin 
was likely Scottish). 
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Facade of Saint-Aubin de Touvourvre 


Interior Saint-Aubin de Touvourvre 
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Plaque Commemorating those who migrated to Canada 
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Plaque in Church for ancestor Robert Giguere 


Baptismal font 


Plaque in Church to Honor the Gagnon Family 
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Thursday, May 30, 2013 


Burgenland Austria DNA Study 


Looking over the Burgenland, Austria DNA study is fascinating. This study began with the 
Burgenland Bunch Genealogy group which has a great website, and contains many articles 
about the area.. A wide variety of Haplo groups are found here. Burgenland is located in a 
crossroads area between Western and Eastern, Southern and Northern Europe. The area 
saw many invaders cross through, which led to the genetic diversity. 

The Kapple/Kappel/Koppel family is about to join this study. My cousin Darryl Kapple has 
agreed to testing. It will be exciting to see where we fit in this study. My prediction is either J 
or R1a? We'll see! 

Here is my understanding of the Haplo groups which have surfaced so far in the Burgenland. 


Semitic (Jewish) Haplo type 


Found in Hungary originated in the Balkans? 
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Semitic (Jewish) Haplo type | 


Onin 4% 


Arrived in Europe during Neolithic age 


Germanic? 


Eastern European Croatian? 
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Baltic or Northern Eurasian 


Semitic (Jewish) 


Eastern European Slavic 


Common in Europe 
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Saturday, February 23, 2013 


Nobody is helping with names! 


First names are quite helpful in tracing families in early America. | have noticed that the 
immigrant generations to America generally used traditional family names when it came to 
naming their children. After about 3 generations they no longer followed the traditional 
patterns of naming. It did vary according to ethnicity and the inclinations of individual families. 
| was a little skeptical that James Forgety might be the son of Bartholomew and Virginia 


because none of his children carried these names. When | looked at his likely siblings none Search This 

of them used their parents names either. | then remembered that around the turn of the Blog 

twentieth century none of my families used names previously used by the family either. They 
began using names popular at the time. Below are 4 generations in my family. The images 

ean be enlarged by elening on eM In the eal tt Century it was popular to name . My Blog List 
children after famous figures in military and political life. It was also popular to name children 

after the parents themselves, and their grandparents. By the end of the 19th Century none of 

the early names were carried on in my family. Geneabloggers 

My Forgey grandparents used popular names such a Edna, and they decided to name all the Blogiversary 


Spotlight: Empty 


boys names beginning with a C. So we have Cecil Clair, Charles Lynn (my grandfather), and ane magenta 
Claude Applewhite. Later my Aunt Diane Kapple decided to name all her children names Family Tree 
beginning with J. We have James, Judy. Jerry, and John. So these naming practices no 2 days ago 


longer aid in placing individuals in families. If | don't find similar names to previous 
generations | am no longer skeptical. 
Arlene Eakle's 
Tennessee Blog 
The DAR, The 
WPA, and your 
Genealogy 
3 years ago 


Followers 
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Here we see some traditional Scots-lrish first names used by an immigrant family. 
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Here we see Hugh and Catherine using the names of their parents i.e. Archibald and Andrew. 
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Here we see Andrew and Anna passing along several family names. Hugh the oldest is named after his 
grandfather. Jacob Roller Forgey is named after his grandfather whose surname was Roller and First name 


Jacob. George, Eleanor, Elias were siblings of Anna Roller/Forgey. 
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This is my great-grandfather an his family in 1910 Jackson County, Indian. None of these names come from 
previous generations. 


Thursday, February 21, 2013 


Inference to the best explanation 


4 


James Reynolds Forges 
Hamblen, TN 


James "Jim" Forgety 
jefferson, TN 
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US 1900 c sus Hawkins 


Es ern a 


US 1900 Census Hawkins, TN 


US 1900 Census Russell, VA 


In philosophical reasoning inference to the best explanation means that your conclusion may 
or may not be correct. At this point placing James Forgety with the Pulaski, VA family seems 

like the most logical placement. This may turn out to be true of false? | laid out other possible 
parents earlier. A DNA test would rule out the Forgey family if one of the Forgetys would take 
the time to test. A $39 12 marker Y DNA test would be enough. 

This is what we definitely know about James Forgety. 


1. He married in Hawkins County, TN on 18 March 1879. That is the earliest date we can 


find him there. 
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2. In 1880 he is in Bristol, Washington County, VA. His likely brother Samuel was also in 
Washington County, VA in 1880. His likely brother John was in Bristol, Washington 
County, VA in 1900. 
3. In 1900 he is back in Hawkins County, TN living not far from Ellen Forgarty likely sister. 


4. We know he was not James Reynolds Forgey as he was previously identified as being. 
The above grave markers attest to the fact that James Forgety died in 1921 in 
Jefferson County, TN and James Reynolds Forgey died in neighboring Hamblen 
County, TN in 1936. 


We still have the discrepancy regarding the fact that James Forgety always states his father 
was born in Tennessee. Another discrepancy is the fact that Ellen Fogarty of Hawkins 
County, TN is enumerated with a Sallie Fogarty in 1880 which | can't place. It's possible this 
is actually Virginia? It's also possible Batholomew Forgaty remarried, and married someone 
named Sallie between 1870-1880? Below are the 1880 Census snippets for Sallie and Ellen 
1880, Ellen 1900, Ellen 1910. Sallie disappears after 1880. 
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Saturday, February 16, 2013 


Evidentia Sifts Through Data 
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I've been trying to place Jame Forgety with his correct family. For years he was placed in the 
James Forgey and Rachel Miller family which turned out to be wrong. The Forgety family 
seemed to appear out of nowhere in 1880. Since they had to come from somewhere every 
piece of info on them had be analyzed for clues. 

| was just recently introduced to the Evidentia program through some of DearMyrtle's 
webinars on the subject. The program allows you to enter claims made by documents. Every 
document collected for an ancestor can contain numerous claims about that person from 
birth to parentage and many others. 

A wonderful feature of the programs allows you to float the claims box over each document 
so you can easily capture every claim on that document (see above). This process can bring 
out facts that you had not noticed. | hadn't noticed that James Forgety signed his marriage 
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spell his name so that is likely why so many 180 UG Cereus Washington County, VA 
different spellings were used. | decided to catalog ewer 
all the spellings | found of the surname. When | i ay 
did this | noticed that the name was unlikely ever <2 aye seneyy 
spelled Forgey. The spelling was most often = 
Forgaty or Forgety. This is also the spelling used 
for the Pulaski County, VA family. The Pulaski 
County family surname was sometimes spelled poonoresonamam je mEH/ ance a 
Forgarty, Fogarty, and one time Forgatine. So \eae 
phonetically it was generally For with optional ania i :l 
endings. | generated the report below from . eee ene 
Evidentia. Ines Fras bom 
ne ete 
See cusom Crom Cemtiin Det itn 
alll 
ain in full foree and virtue. 
thas of is 77 
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Now | am taking a closer look at the Pulaski County, VA 
family of Bartholomew and Virginia Forgaty. They did 
have a son James. His spouse's name and whereabouts 


Bartholomew Forgety 


after 1870 are unknown? 

The man we know to be our James Forgety states his 

occupation as farm laborer in 1880. The James Fogarty we find in the 1870 Pulaski County, 
VA Census with his parents Bartholomew and Virginia was also listed as a farm laborer. So 
we have a match there. 

| found Samuel Forgety possible brother of James living in Washington County, VA in 1880 
and Russell County, VA in 1900. | found possible brother John living in Washington County, 
VA 1900. Samuel's parents were generally stated as being born in Virginia. John stated that 
his mother was born in Virginia and father in Ireland. Their likely sister Ellen always stated 
both parents were born in Virginia. James' parents were generally stated as being from 
Tennessee. He does allude to Virginia origins a couple of times, and actually did live in 
Virginia in 1880. So why don't nearly all of Bartholomew Forgaty's descendants admit he was 
born in Ireland? Maybe he wasn't and the two Censuses he appears on are wrong? It's also 
likely there may have been some discrimination against Irish Catholics in this Southern area? 
| don't know anything about how the Irish were treated in Virginia and Tennessee at the turn 
of the twentieth century? 

Doing this kind of microscopic analysis of each docment has helped me to come to a 
preliminary conclusion which is that the most likely parents of James Forgety are 
Bartholomew Forgety and Virginia Bateman of Pulaski County, VA. 
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@ The 1910 US Census Havkin Co 7, Tennesace ‘*t 
asserts that nane speited (Oued Th assertion is 
NOt assoritated with other - This assertion 
has nor been revlewed. 


© The 2530 US Cenes erson County, tu'°? asserts 
that name *peiiea EOS 72> assertion ia not 
assoctated with ts. This essertion has 
not been reviewed. 

e@ The Jemes Forgety end Sarah Jene Menuel Marriage 
tertificate ‘++! that © is spelied two 
different way: on Gocument. 
James Forgety is assertion is 
NOt associate 9. Thin assertion 
has got been reviewed, 


© The James Forgety ané Leu Florence Walker Marriage 
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Wednesday, February 6, 2013 


Would the real parents of James Forgety 
please step forward 


A misidentification occurred when someone mixed up a James Forgety with the correct son 
of James R. Forgey Sr. and Rachel Miller, i.e. James R. Forgey Jr.. Both of these married 
women named Louise. James Forgety married Lulu Walker and James R. Forgey married 
Lulu Taylor. These, however, are two different men confirmed by the both marriage info and 
then names of their children. 

There is a family tradition in the Forgety family that there was a family feud which resulted in 
the name being changed from Forgey to Forgety. One of James Forgey's daughters maiden 
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name was misspelled Forgety on her 
marriage record. | am not finding a 
perfect fit for this James Forgety in the 
Forgey family. If they are indeed 
related to the Forgey family it could be 
the result of illegitamacy or maybe a 
feud resulted in the lack of recognition 
by the family of a son? DNA may 
prove or disprove the link to the 
Forgey family. 

I've seen James Forgety's named 
spelled as Forgarty, Fogarty, and the 
spelling that became the standard 
spelling Forgety. I've never seem it 
pbc Forgey. 
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The First Marriage of James rstety was to Sarah Manuel in 1879 NOT CORRECT SON OF JAMES FORGEY 
AND RACHEL MILLER 


1900 James R. Forgey CORRECT SON OF JAMES FORGEY AND RACHEL MILLER 
Our first candidate 
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1) Now that we've reviewed everything we know about James Forgety we need to find the best match for his 
parents. | believe John Forgey and Jane Weeks would be the best match if the family tradition about the name 
change is true. James stated both parents were born in Tennessee so this would be a good match. 
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John Forgey McMinn, Tennessee (James Forgety lived in Hawkins County, TN which was the original area of 
settlement for this Forgey family of McMinn, TN) 


Our second candidate 


2) Bart. and Virginia Fogerty of Pulaski, Virginia. | found an Ellen Forgarty on the 1900 
Census for Hawkins County, TN. She states she was born in Virginia in 1862. She also states 
she is single. It's possible that she married and divorced and changed her name back to her 
maiden name because | found a marriage for her also. It looks like | found her family (Bart. 
and Virginia) in Virginia and she did have a brother James. He was 14 in 1870. | have seen 
James year of birth as anywhere from 1847 to 1863? The problem with this is the fact that 
James Forgety most often said he was born in Tennessee other than the on the 1880 Census 
when Virginia was listed. He always stated his parents were born in Tennessee, never Ireland 
as Virginia and Bart said they were. said they were from. Also we don't have a similar naming 
pattern. 


Sean Ora aA nae 2 & 


Ellen Forgarty 1900 Census Hawkins County, TN 


groomsname: John T. Fitzgerald 
grooms birth date 
groon’s birthplace 
groom's age 
brde’sname: Ellen Fogerty 
bride's birth date 
bride's birthplace 
bride's age 
marriage date: 18 Sep 1881 
marriage place’ Sullivan. Tennessee 
groom's father's name 


groom's mothers name 


NPP AL 


Pa 


We see Ellen had a brother James who would have been about the correct age for our James Forgety (1870 Census 


Pulaski, Virginia) 


Our third Candidates 
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3) Another possible match would be James Fogarty and Susan. In 1880 James Forgety was 
living in Washington County, VA. This family also had connections to this area.Most of their 
children were born in Tennessee as James said he was. | have not found a Census for them 
in the time period when James would have been in their household. In 1880 James is listed 
as being born in Virginia. The problem here is they may have already had a son named 
James David which would have been a different person. At least his marriage record states 
his name was Jas. David which | am assuming is James? He is generally referred to as 
David in Census records.Another problem is James Forgey Sr. was born in Ireland which 
was never listed as James Forgets. father's birthplace. 


James Fogarty family 1900 Census Sullivan pata TN ae Hawkins eeeies aN 


Our Fourth Candidates 


4) Another possibility would be that the family is related through slavery. Meaning this family 
might have a Mulatto ancestor descended from James Forgey's line. The elder James 
Forgey did own slaves. It appears that his former slaves did adopt the name Forgey. It's 
interesting that a Mulatto named Lizzie Forgey also married into the Manuel family i.e. Lizzie 
Forgey to William Manuel. This marriage occurred around the same time as that of Sally 
Manuel to James Forgety. 
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Mulatto eee Famity 1880 Hawkins County, TN William Forgey and Lizzie Manuel 


Our fifth Candidates 


5) | found this family all the way in the western most part of Tennessee which would have 
been quite far away from Jame Forgety in far eastern Tennessee. | did think it was interesting 
that William Fogarty was born in Tennessee in 1798. There is a James Fogarty listed with 
him born about 1852 Tennessee. William and Frank were also names sons of our James 


Forgety. 
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William Fogarty was said to have been born in Tennessee in 1798 according to the 1870 Census 


Missing records in Tennessee and Virginia is making the proper identification difficult. | think DNA is the onl way 
to go? 


Thursday, January 31, 2013 


Backtracking and Correcting/ Married at 
First or at Last 
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Bundle marked “Deeds not fully proved,” County Court, 1710.—Carter, 
Peter Randolph, and Munford Benes, agreement, 
Bundle of old papers unmarked, County Court.—-Sarah, wife of Ezekiel 


Gilliam. Margaret, wife of Samuel Retiioon. Ann, wife of —— Barmet. 
Rebecca, wife of ero ge Ruth, wife of oat sere Mary, wife 
of —— McKni 1, wife of —— Mc 


Bundle of old pa unmarked, County Court.— oh n Alor and Mary, of 
Alethorp County, rgia. John ieeas and Barbara, of Wilkes County, 


QCanareia Manew Dace ( Dace\ and Cathasina af W/itlawe Coasnter Cancaia 


Digging deeper and verifying the info I've found I've 


oe Scotch-Irish Settlement 
encountered those pesky errors which if perpetuated . 


throw everyone off, and result in lost time an money. VIRGINIA 
EXTHACTED POM THT, ORKUNAL COURT Keon oF 
AUGUSTA COUNTY 
: . , 1743-1800 
1. The first error can be filed under don't believe 

everything you read. Mistakes can appear even in LYMAN CHALKLEY 
the best books. The above snippet states Rebecca lease ie eal 
was married to Joseph when she was actually Siete 
married to James Forgey son of Samuel Forgey. sos td bes nan i os baile 


Need to strike this Joseph from my records for 
Augusta, Virginia. 

2. The next error seems to come under the heading repetition. Sometimes when 
someone is transcribing a record they may repeat a name in the wrong place. | believe 
Forgey was repeated twice at some point by someone transcribing a document. We 
know James Forgey was married to Rebecca Clements. Her sister Margaret was said 
to have been married to Samuel Forgey. Now | am finding she was likely married to 
Samuel Davidson . So it looks like there was a repetition error and his name was 
misrecorded as Forgey. So Elizabeth Forgey born 1781 may have been the daughter 
of Samuel Forgey Jr. and Martha Campbell, instead of Samuel Forgey and Margaret 


Clements. 
So now | believe | am on the right track. | am leaning 1709, 
towards believing that it is more likely than not that the netsh retire als eee 
8. omeer de 
William, Joseph, and James | have tracing are Ate Cuttilos Rteccre, tobenen, 


April 20, rants Caspar Warner wad 
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descendants of Samuel and Sara Forgy. It's seems 
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Samuel Forgy and Sara Wilson were 
married in 1762 in Paxtang, PA. You 
may say how can this be when their 
son James Forgy was born in 1752? 
The will states Sara was James 
Forgey's mother not stepmother? Well 
some people in those days could be 


said to have married at first and other married at last. Meaning some were not officially 
legally married when some of their children were born. They may have lived in backwoods 
areas where it was not easy to get a marriage performed. Some may have worried about the 
legality of a backwoods marriages and may have gone through the ceremony again later 
also? They may not have had a church wedding the first time and had a second church 
marriage? In this case they may have married in Ireland had some question about the legality 
of their marriage for some unknown reason? It's also possible that Sara was James 
Stepmother and this fact wasn't stated? 
So we have the couple Samuel and 
Sara and no William listed as a child? 
As it turns out Sara was pregnant in 
1770 when the will was written and we 


don't know the name of the child? 
Could have been our William? 
Another unknown is the names of all of Samuel Forgey II children. We also don't have the 
names of Samuel the 3rd's children. With all these unknowns it's difficult to place William, 
Joseph, and James. | believe the origins of these men will be found when we find out more 
about all of the Samuels in Samuel and Sara's line and get the name of their unborn child 


Wednesday, January 30, 2013 


Mississippi Burning/Could Grandpa's name 
be wrong? 


I've been a lot of places on the Net since my last post about the Mississippi Forgeys. My job 
as one of the unofficial Forgey genealogists means | need to place all of the early familie with 
their correct lines. This sort of one name research in early American records can be very 
interesting and lead all sorts of places; and who knows may lead to breakthroughs in my own 
line. 

So here we are a couple days later. 

This is the path | took since my last post. 


1. | looked at BLM GLO record for Mississippi and Pasi aaaciun a rage canbe 

amily represented by thie well-known reacher 
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. . . . 7 country during the turbulent period of the Revo- 

Mississippi. Under the alternate spelling Forgay we lutionary war, anit then returning from the war 

. . Ss to take up the life ef a planter. James, son of 

find all 3 men, ie Joseph, James, and William the original isumigrant. was boen and reared in 

. Kentucky, and during carly life went to Missis- 

buying land on the same day at the same land sipp ae etry amo yang appr 

tive of ecmtocky and descended rem an obf 
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carpenter's trade ani took contracts for putting 

proximity. Joseph buys land a little north of there. -: pom naps pat pig agree 
4 ‘ nage Son ootinty k netilities hy 

At this point | am ready to declare William as father SARE i eee ee 
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of both Joseph and James as per these records History of the state of California 


and the 1800, 1820 Census. ore Pleoree rea 
record of the Sierras, 


2. My case for this seemed to fall apart (crash and 
burn) at this point.| then checked for Forgay family biographies at google books. | 
found one for James Forgay's son Nathaniel B. Forgay. According to this 1906 
biography Nathaniel Forgey's grandfather was Samuel Forgey who immigrated to the 
south from Scotland and fought in the Revolutionary War. It confirms what both the 
1850 and 1860 Census say about James Forgey being born in Kentucky. It also states 
that James wife was Elizabeth Brown. There are several contradictions in facts in the 
bio. Elizabeth's birth place is given as Georgia in 1850 and 1860, and is given as 
Kentucky here. There are other factual contradictions presented here too. So we 
wonder if Samuel was actually the father of James or his grandfather? Or was the 
name Samuel wrong all together? 


3. That was yesterday; today | have searched feverishly for a Samuel in early 19th 
Century Kentucky. It was stated in the Gardner Family history that there was a Samuel 
Forgey in 1810 Kentucky? | have not found one. There is only a Samuel Faris. 

4. | then made a broader search for Samuel checking early Mississippi Territorial records 
at Ancestry.com and nothing surfaces there either. 


5. My search for Samuel's has brought me to Samuel Forgey born 1735 who married a 
Margaret Clements. This family had settled in Augusta, Virginia in the 1700's. This 
family looks very promising because they seem to have used the Forgay spelling 
sometimes. They also had associations with Buncombe, North Carolina and Kentucky. 
They may have had a son Joseph who married Rebecca Clements or he may have 
been a brother of Samuel? 
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Joseph Forgay Augusta County, VA after 1759 (Children of Jacob Clements listed) 
Chronicles of the Scotch-Irish settlement in Virginia, extracted from the original court records of Augusta County, 
1745-1800 


So it looks like Samuel Forgey/ Forgay of Augusta, VA had a daughter Elizabeth born 1781? 
and a son named Joseph born quite a bit earlier? Or Jospeh was a brother of Samuel? 

Still a lot to do on this. | am just going where it leads me. It reminds me of when | learned 

to ride a bike. My father said "keep pedaling don't stop." If you stop you lose momentum and 
may fall off. 


5/1/1833 733 Washington OOSN - 007E NW 


§B) ROBINSON, HENRY 
FORGEY, WILLIAM 6/7/1821 29 Ss Washington OOSN - OO7E 
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[8] FoRGAY, JAMES 2/27/3841 
msi200.994 «= IB) Foray, 20SEPH 2/27/1841 
[B] FORGAY, JOSEPH 2/27/3841 
MSi120 924 | IB). FORGAY, WILLIAM 2/27/3841 


MSUi20 209 [Bl Forcay, WiILLiam 2/27/1541 
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MS367 233 IVES, THOMAS B, 11/10/1840 
[Bl] FORGAY, JOSEPH 
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Choctaw 
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Carrol 


Montgomery 


Montgomery 


Montgomery 


Montgomery 


Grenada 


William and Joseph's land is grouped together in the Corner of the township and James land is North pink box. 


Monday, January 28, 2013 


Mired in Mississippi 
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Still searching Mississippi for Forgeys and trying to figure out where William of Pike County 
fits? | have mapped out all Forgey families in Mississippi so | can identify any who do no 

belong to any particular line. In searching records and trying to place individuals I've located 
two more men who no one has been able to link to an existing line. These men were James 


and Joseph who appeared on the 1830 Census for Choctaw County Mississippi. 


James is said to have been married to 
Elizabeth Brown who was said to have 
been born in Georgia according to the 
1850 Census. James was said to 
have been born in Kentucky in 

1850. His son gave his birthplace as 
Mississippi. They line later spelled the 
name Forgay. 


It appears Joseph was likely a son of William of Pike 
County becasue he was married in nearby Lawrence 
County in 1818. He married a Winney Massey who 
probably was born in Georgia? It appears that William, of 
Pike, had two sons so both James and Joseph may have 
been his sons. The 1850 Census for James may have 
been in error? Someone posted that he may have been 
born in Georgia and his son said Mississippi? 

According to the 1800 Census William had one son. 

In 1820 it appears there was another 
son who was between 0-16 yrs. old. 
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completely different line, and from a different region of Ireland? Different regional dialects 
resulted in different spellings. James Forgay's descendants settled in Scott County, Arkansas 
and Plumas, California. According to the 1880 Census Nathaniel's father James was born in 
Mississippi (Sounds like he may have made out alright with his mining he now has servants). 


I've made some progress and hope that these Forgey/ Forgays are eventually placed in their 
proper line! 


Friday, January 25, 2013 


Finding Cousins at Facebook 


Herren Agnes Hoge Pieereeebtierys Has ewe oe Hetated wet Mesbent af Wiebe at 


cgatan Pp 
Rusty. A Sopith a SS ; 


If you've lost contact with members of your extended family a good way to reestablish contact 
is to find them at Facebook. It's a good way to get reacquainted and share family info. 
Finding family with common names can be tricky. Not everyone posts a picture of themselves 
as a profile picture either, making the process of finding them more tricky even. The best way 
to narrow down the correct person would be to know their associates and check their list of 
friends for known other family members and associates. To find names of family and other 
associates check US Search . This site lists family members living and deceased who have 
lived with the person at some point in time. It also lists roommates in the related with section. 
If you can not find the person you are looking for you may find someone they are related with 
according to US Search. You may be able to reestablish contact through that channel. 

Since the younger generation uses Facebook most it might be easiest to look for someone in 
the Teen to Twenty something generation. | did this just yesterday, and found it useful several 
times before. | have about 30 something cousins, and | can remember all their names (most 
of the time LOL). | have trouble, however, with remembering their childrens names (my head 
is filled with so many names, and the hundreds of ancestors I've found LOL). The US Search 
related with feature has helped me find their names on several occasions. | seldom fail to find 
that generation at Facebook. When you find them sometimes their parents are also their 
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friends, and you may even find their grandparents are their friends. 


Sunday, January 20, 2013 


A tangle of dna "William Forgey" 
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Abbeville, South Carolina 1800 


William Forgey came up as a distant Pitzer Uitte ivi HE by Tilbsvi= 
DNA match to a cousin (Nan Harvey). os vite ferrthn ftely Hist tie sone pearvisa 
; 5 He webs a Vib Blank are Ovbe beeen Ze Poa, Het 
This man is a mystery | hadn't run PTL bemgin, 3 ane me thot toe PE E tay - x “ee sufi pe) 
across before. He was born, et pe en | eos Wt. pale en AAG, j a oma | 
: ; ‘ Steg. & pimcltrle gre Aet te Aotsect v pga we 
according to one tree, in 1753 in aii, aaa: ea <e 
Jee af Aisrete ie ag Oey woes A Patel : uate white 
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They have him dying in 1796. Much of 
this seems to be wrong. If he was the 
same man who lived in Pike County, Mississippi in 1820 he didn't die in 1796. Someone has 
a letter stating that William Forgey relocated to Pike County, Mississippi from Abbeville, 
South Carolina in the early 1800's. 

Looking around the area | see several possible lines he may relate to. If he was in fact 
married in North Carolina he could be another son of Samuel Forgey. 

Another possibility is he was an immigrant to South Carolina and not born there at all as 
suggested in one of the Census records? There was a William Forgey in Gloucester, New 
Jersey in 1795? 

He may also be related to John a7 as NA 
Forgey who was a Justice of the # 
Peace in Elbert County, Georgia in 
the 1790's? | believe this John also 
went by the name Fergus and Forgus 
and had a brother named James, and 
may also have had a brother William? 
These men fought in the 
Revolutionary War in South Carolina. 


It's interesting that John's name was : 
spelled Forgey several times? | do Elbert, Abeville and Laurens (where Samuels descedants lived) 
now wonder if they are related to my 

family since they lived in Cumberland and Chester County, PA? Elbert, Georgia is not far 
from Abbeville, South Carolina. 

Here is what I've collected about James and John Fergus sometimes Forgey. According to 
this James has a brother who resided in South Carolina. He went to join his unnamed brother 
during the Revolutionary War. 
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He gives his parents as John and Martha of Chester County, PA ( James Forgey also lived in 
Chester County, PA). 
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Residences of John Fergus (Forgey). He later lived in Monroe County, Tennessee. 
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Sunday, March 17, 2013 


My Irish Townlands 


Search This 
Blog 


My Blog List 


Geneabloggers 


| looked up my family's Irish townlands at google maps. | only know about the two that the 
Blogiversary 


Mullens and Huvanes lived in for at least a couple hundred years if not much longer? Irish Spotlight: Empty 
townlands range in size from as little as an acre to thousands of acres. Branches on the 

| had not idea that they now have outlines of the Family Tree 
Townlands at google maps. The nearly octagonal eeaye age 

shape of Fallakeeran is very interesting to see. ov a 


| then switched to street view to take a tour of the 
area. | now would love to know which properties 


Arlene Eakle's 
Tennessee Blog 


belong to the Mullen and Huvane families. There are The DAR, The 
. a : ; WPA, and your 
still some older buildings in the area. | am hoping Genealogy 
some of the old homestead survives. | do have 3 years ago 
some contacts in the area. | better hurry up and ask 
because my best source of information in the area is 
Followers 


elderly. 

Pollaturick was the townland where my great- 
grandmother Ellen/Helen Mullen was born 26 
December 1880. 


Ellen/Helen Mullen/Mason she was born and 


Pollaturick now: raised in Pollaturick 
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Saturday, March 16, 2013 


FamilySearch Tree: Deleting a bad 
connection 


One year after my invitation to the New FamilySearch Tree I'm finally rockin'n rolling. | now 
see that you can make all the corrections you want. If you go into an ancestor's profile page 
and click on the hyperlinks for each fact you can change everything from the spelling of the 
name to individual facts. | also discovered a very important tool which allows you to delete 
incorrect relationships. | found a glaring mistake in that my ancestor William McPike's parents 
were given as Jesse McPike and Matilda Meadows. This was Matilda's second marriage so 
her name was Dayton when she married Jesse. They must have been drinking that day at 
FamilySearch because Jesse and Matilda were married in 1840 and their supposed son was 
died 46 years earlier in 1794. Jesse was actually William's grandson instead of Father. Oddly 
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it states that FamilySearch added these wrong parents? 


Here's how you delete an incorrect relationship: 


First click on the person's name and go to their profile 


145-1 ZB © | 
® Rebecca Unknown @ jesse McPike 
Deceased Deceased 
*® Matilda Meadows 
ng Deceased 
KE @ Add Hu 
= @ Add wil 
@ Williarn McPike 
-1794 @ 
@ Obedience Holloway 
1748-1 HOG 


| decided to correct from Jesse McPike's profile page. When you hover of their child's name 
you see the link to edit relationship appear. 


Family Members 


Spouses and Children 


Par 
Hide All | Add Spouse 


“@ jesse McPike 
Deceased 


—@ Matilda Meadows 
Deceased 


Married 


Edit Couple 


A Fe 
wy Children (1) 


@ William McPike 
-1794 Edit Relationship 


Add Child 


We click on edit relationship. This relationship needs to be trashed so we click on the trash 
can to delete the relationship. We have to provide a reason for the deletion. 


Delete Relationship Close @ 


® Jesse McPike 
® Wibam McPike + Deceased 
1794 


@ Matilda Meadows 
Deceased 


| 
Reason te Delebeg This Relanonship 


| 
William McPike died tn 1794 so his parents couldn't have been married on 13 July 
1840 in Lawrence Indiana. jesse McPike and Matilda Meadows were married in } 840 
on that day. That would be 45 years after William McPike died in Tennessee 


‘ sake 


After the process is complete this is the screen you get. 
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Saturday, March 9, 2013 


The Committee Tree at Family Search 


"A mule is a horse designed by a committee." The Family Search tree is a tree designed by a 
committee. It is a little awkward, like the mule too. One of my Facebook friends posted a link 
to the fancreate web page . It draws the information needed for creating the Fan Chart (see 
above) from your Family Search tree. When | created a chart from my Family Search shared 
tree (shared meaning it can be edited and changed by anyone) | found quite a few wrong 
family connections on the chart. 

On the upside someone added to one of my lines and this addition may actually be correct!! | 
will check the tree at Family Search more often for possible extensions of some of my lines. 
The new line | found seems plausible so | decided to “2 

leave it as it is on the chart. | had seen a number of trees 
state that Nathan Browning's mother was Rebecca 
Unknown. It appears her maiden name was McKaughan. 
Her mother's name was Boyd. It's interesting that | 
matched several people who had Boyds in their family 
tree at FT DNA. 

Some paperwork was generated by descendants of the 


family who were looking to inherit money from an 

ancestor who owned a glass factory in Belfast. An 1873 

statement by a family member, Joab Brooks, gave some interesting details about the early 
family. 

For some reason all of the corrections | made at Family Search never showed up on the 
charts | created. Some of my corrections would show up, but others remained uncorrected. | 
decided to just cross then out. One of these stubborn errors was the parentage of Andrew 
Forgey Sr.. His parents were given as Hugh Forgey and Sally Everman. Hugh Forgey was 
born about 1754 and his supposed son was born in 1732. Don't now how they became linked 
this way? 

Another error occurred when Jesse McPike was entered as father of William McPike when 
Jesse was actually his grandson. 

This 9 generation chart provides such a nice view of where my Family Search tree stands. | 
hear that many people aren't interested in charts, but | don't think you can know where you 
stand without them? | am finding the disinterest in this aspect of genealogy is leading to 
oddly formatted entries. You don't hear many people discussing how to properly enter 
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names. | am finding entries like John Sr. Browning, 
instead of John Browning Sr.. When a mother or wife's 
name is missing | find, for instance, Mrs. Samuel Hicks 
entered when | think the space should be left blank. 

| still have to verify some of the information I've found on 
the Family Search tree. These kinds of collaborative trees 
can be useful, as long as you verify the information using 


original documents. 


Posted by Annette at 8:20PM 2 comments: ah 


Monday, March 4, 2013 


FANing with Evidentia: Breakthrough 


FAN is an acronym for friends, acquaintances, and neighbors. I've recorded the names and 
number of years, those who provided affidavits, had been acquainted with Jesse Callahan 
and his wife Eve Urmey. | noticed Edward Kindred had been acquainted with Jesse Callahan 
for 69 yrs.. | realized, if correct, they had known each other in childhood back in Kentucky. 
We, the Callahan researchers, had assumed that the family came from Mercer County, KY. | 
looked up Edward's family and found out his family was from Jessamine County, KY which 
borders Mercer for a small stretch. | wonder if Edward Kindred may actually be a relation? An 
A. Brenneman was an administrator of Edward's father's estate which may have been Eve's 
grandmother's maiden name. The Kindred family may help my trace the Callahan's back 
farther? 


War of 1812 Evidentia Report 
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Still learning how to use Evidentia. | noticed that | should separate every assertion. | 
combined 2 in several claims. Each assertion should be evaluated separately for source 
quality. | accidently created several Eve Urmey's that had to be merged, so | believe that's 
why | have some duplicate entries? 

The reason for the generation of over 100 pages of material in this Widow's Pension is the 
fact that Jesse and Eve married at a time before marriage records were kept intact. Either 
there marriage record was lost or never created. Eve Urmey/Callahan said she married on 
Oct. 5, 1814, which was supported by Catherine Miller who may have been her sister? Other 
friends and neighbors were asked to submitted statements in which they stated they had 
known Jesse and Eve to be husband and wife. 


ce Research Summary Report 
Subject: Ere Urner 


Summary 
The Pricuqtse® ¢atabase inejudes 6 events and/or facts 
for Sve Ureey. These include: 


@ 1 sesertions, 0 reviewed, 


* Marsal 1 assertions, © reviewed, 
e Child 1 assertions, © reviewed 
oe Priemiship 1 assertioss, 0 reviewed. 
* Morrisge + assertions, 0 reviewed 
© Residence * assertions, 0 fevieved. 


A Bowery Comciusion te yet to be erested for thie 
fact/avent. 


The telated references ate enumerated below, 


© The Wor of jee" seeerte thet Cathecine Milles 
etiended Eve's maceiage to Jesee Callahan, Thie 
saseztion is mot sepociated with otter subjects. 
Thies sesertion bas nat been seviewed. 

Baraat 

A @awary Conchesion te yet te be crested tor this 

fact/avant. 

The teleted reCerences are enutereted below, 


© the war o¢ 1e1z Widow's Peesion'?? eeeerte thet 


This sewertion hae aol been reviewed, 
Ceria 
A Demmsry Conclesion ie yet te be crested for this 
tact/evant. 
The related reterences are enumerates below, 


© The Wer of 1012 Widowte Peeeton'?! epeerte that Mery 
Crouteher waa at the birth of Mary Callehen deaghter 
cf Jesew acc Eve.. This sesertion lw nyt apsoctated 
WLCh Other #ebjecte, Thle 4eeertion hee nal hee 
reviewed. 


Pricndsbiy 
A Sawmery Concleston le yet to be crested for thie 
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ae es ery Fm 
fart /ewent. 


The relates references ste etumsrates felon 


© The Hy: Or 7477 wiih Pwemen tl seers enet 
Sheer Findied wes sequelntad with tases Toe 6F 
year... This ensertinn 16 sot esenctateat Sith uther 
gubjecte. Tris eezertion hat pot Seen trerineed, 


Marriage 
A Tumeary Come laeton fe pet to be orested tor Thre 
fact/event 


‘The relates references ate exueerstes below, 


© The #or ot L4le!*! aaserts thet Cethesine Millet 
attended fve's merriage tO Texte Teliahen. Tris 
SSESrTioe® 14 ben seeurtatod wITh Hthet sunperts, 
THEe s4eertine tod Lak hee bevieset, 


© me sar of ints) asgerce thst Catherine mtiler 
attended Jazce Callahae and Ere Trmey"s wedding, 
this Ftinm ig Got ampoctsted with other 
suncects, Tala segerticn hee Bot Seen reviewed. 


© he Say of TNT Miter er Pereten) asserte that 
Rivard Findted sald Jeeee ant Tew married af Bie 
return from the Ger of 1912.. This assertion te set 
athulteted WIth Gthal eutjedts. TRle aeeertian hee 
Sak been forlewed, 


© he wernt 2872 spaces Mapcicn**? ageerta thet 
Seety 208 Margaret Rogie were seaghbore ut feeee end 
Qve cic she sever razarried. this a: 
eapeciatet with other sebject«, thas 
3AL S080 reviewed, 


@ The @ar ot 1412 ayaew's Roncice#! aseerts tnat 
Willitaz Ingle neignbor saic Dee never cemerclet 
efter the death of catee. Thin atsettinn ia aot 
aneecisted with othet subjects, Thie aseerticn her 
SAb Deer reviewed. 


© The Ber Ae 2472 medew ty Penerenlt! apnerts ther 
Giles Gieeal Lives near emt oftes vistred tre. 
Slated Tee Geta! FERET Tied... ThLe eeeeTTian be Her 
setoclated with other tatjects. This a¢earticn nae 
BAL Deen forieusd. 


@ The #17 wf 1812 @hrow*s Oeresent*? sszetts thee 
Savard Bizdreg sat cole shoact Jesse and Eve's 
martieage Sy het beothbar lecoct Tres... This eseartioce 
is pot ese0clated with other sshjects, this 
anearticn har gos been reviewed. 


© The Bar bt 1002 Witew'y fereten!!! eeperts thar 
CATNOT Ine Hillel Ottentet Desa Saliaben's ah Ree 
Creey*s waftting. Tas seeertiee 46 DOT sctoctetet 


a eee) ee 
with cther subjects. This nesertiqn See pot been 
ber lewent 


@ tee erat jaiy aces wencine! geserte thar 
Catherine Miller eetd that The Sarthege of tener een 
Ove tose place tn Setaher (814 fefors the mettle of 
Rew STI4eNs, THIS SHHOFTINN 14 HOT Sheet ated with 
othet eabjects, TALS assertion tas pet been 
tee bowed 


Bessdesce 


A Meemary Cecciueicn is yet to De creates for tots 
tactfewant. 


Tha (alates paterences are erymeteted Selow 


© The Bar uf (472 eras Peaster! easerts char 
Tlize O'Neal Lived near end often visited Eve, 
Stated Eve saver remgrriet.. This sasertion te not 
sesooiated with other sufjerta. This aesartion nas 
Bot een ceriawed, 


@ She Mat-nd Ile Widce*s feretes ® eecocta reat 
George acd Zitsa O'Weal lived within sight =f Jesee 
anc Tre snd mew them as inng a2 they costa 
Temenbar. This aseartion te not ansoctatec with 
Stier eub)ects. This atwertsoo tac pes Seen 
ter lewe. 


© «tee Maret Jal2 Bpcoe*s Aeceson!*l gagarte that 
Jesze O' Meal sige 20 war caiees am the tare acjciniag 
Teese ant Ewe.. This seeettion ta sot exeociatec 
with ather schjects. This azeartioc tas gag Seer 
revi ewet 


© The War of JRED Wicow's Benoces'*) sazeres. that 
Tetmelia Teett ess acquainted with Tease ant Ere for 
aver 42 years (1873! ard worked for thee of? ans 
shi. Teie assertion ie opt essurtatet wit= other 
asbpecta, This aseertion has gat heer reviewed. 


© The Her of (40 whew's Memeves!#! eeeerts that Jone 
N, Mertod mae aequeleted @10h Jeane ena Pee for 45 
te 22 yre. (ie 2079). thie aeenrtion ie not 
associated with otter scijerts, This seeartse: car 
aot Seen reviewer. 


© Fee Met UF S01L Wrdew's Bexzivn!*! eeagets thet 
Charles Thylw afd Renty were enighters of Teree ant 
Bee for 44 pee (hh DOPe. Tle eebertiow be wet 
aetrcieted with athet robjecte. This aesertien tes 
Bot Teen reviswed, 


© The BH) Of D4 wiewty Bemeioe!! eeperts thet cone 
AUTO weet Margeret art thee Jesee e068 Bee tine 
TAD, Thiet erenttion Le tet sesociated with ether 
See echs, TRik eeeerT ion fet SEL been fenleowd, 


(fewer th Seceey Seon! 
Tne war of 1822 wiace*s Ponting? aeaarta creat 


Pillip Wanner age 27 Enew Jesse and Eve an iong af 
he could remenber., This asserttom ta not sssoctated 
with other subjects. This assertion hes nan been 


Tertewod, 


The War af 1812 Widtow*s Pentine!! geserta that 
David and Mary Croutcher were 
ana Eve tor over 50 years lin 273) 
$s mot asecciated with other sabjects. This 
accertion has Eat been rariewed. 
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No marriage record could be located 


Sunday, March 3, 2013 


Using Evidentia to Comb thru War of 1812 
File 


Heney Engle and Eve Urmey Residence) 
Margaret ingle were . 
neiohnrs nf Fer aret had 
Wilharn Engle meighbor Eve Urey (Martiage) 
seid Eve never remarned | 
| after death of less 4 
} Hliza O'Neal lived moar | Eve Urrmey Residence) 
and often visited bee, 
Stated Eve news |! 
Bia O'Nes! was at the Jesse Callahan Qurief) 
butial of Jesse Caliahan 


Elo O' Nee! was at Eve Eve Urey Buried) 
Urmey's burial 


George sod Flos O'Neal it Uermey Readence) 
lived within sight of 
hea ated Fur a! 


Edward Kindred was jj Jesse Callahan (Faendship) 
acquainted with Jesse ’ 


; 
Cadtahan fee 69 veare OE 
CELE RR LE OY Rls aD 


t 
sbout loser and Eve's || Jesse Callahan (Marriage) 
marnage by her beother | 


Not sure what claim type to use for the affidavit people. | did add a category Friendship 


| may have solved a brickwall in my Urma/Urmey line using the War of 1812 Widow's 
Pension file of Eve Callahan nee Urma/Urmey. | had not been able to locate her parents 
based on other documents. Many trees online listed her as a child of Jacob Urmey and 
Susannah Brower. Eve was not mentioned in Jacob's will so | assumed she was not actually 
his daughter. Going through the pension | noticed that Jacob's daughter Catherine was 
present at the marriage of Jesse Callahan and Eve Urma/Urmey. A long time friend of the 
family Edward Kindred said he heard about the marriage from Eve's brother Jacob. It looks 
like there was only one Jacob in the area and he was the son of Jacob Urmey and Susannah 
Brower. So Eve may indeed be the daughter of Jacob and Susannah after all. 

I've collected up the names of everyone who submitted an affidavit on behalf of Eve. | used 
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Evidentia to record all of the pertinent 
facts I've found in the Pension file. | plan 
on doing more research in Washington 
County, IN records and 
hope to be able to confidently add 
Jacob and Susannah to my tree in the 


future. i comer 
It was so interesting to read what the A See 
neighbors and family members had to ant Inca 

say about Jesse and Eve. They lived = eommonise. 


in the Houston area of Jackson 
County, IN for more than half a 
century and made many friends. : Eve Unmey Ressdence) 
Eve told the attorney that she finally 
yielded Jesse's "persuasion" and 
married him. One neighbor stated she 
was present at the birth of Jesse and 
Eve's daughter Mary. 


Eve Urmey (Resdence} 


Eve Urmey (Resdence} 


A description of the reason Eve married Jesse 


Edward Kindred had a great deal of useful information 


Tatham Comet) Teabaoae cases 


This is what my tree would like like if | can prove Eve's parents 
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Mary Croucher was present at birth of Mary Callahan 


Thursday, February 28, 2013 


My WDYTYA Progress 


Series 9 (2012) 
1 Samantha Womack (15 AugUSt 


(5 Septers} ee 
12 Septeree! — 


6 Catia imne (10 October} 


5 John Bames (17 ¢ 


10 ohn Bishop (6 Decemt 


Senes one (2004) 


Series two (7006) 


Asogoan special 2007) 


wte 


Series four (2007) 


0 Seen free (2000) 


Soctes soe (7009) 


Sectors teven (2010) 


The black marks represent the shows I've seen. I've managed to see a number so far. 


A goal of mine is trying to watch as many of the WDYTYA UK episodes as | can. It's a 
challenge in the US since | can't watch them at the BBC site. | check Youtube frequently for 
any | still haven't seen. The quality of the UK shows is generally excellent. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2014-09-28T 11:20:00-07:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 


14/16 


1/18/24, 10:39 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 
Happy to hear that it looks like TLC picked up the US version of WDYTYA ! 


| think I've now caught up on The Generations Project episodes. 
When nothing else is going on I've been watching Yale University Courses at Youtube. 


Sunday, February 24, 2013 


Sadistic Sunday 


> Acchitbalé Fisher 


Catherine bisher 


| have spent many an hour pondering naming patterns in families (I think some of these 
families might get sadistic pleasure watching us beat our heads against the wall looking for 
naming patterns LOL). Figuring out who belongs with who can be challenging when you have 
many individuals carrying the same first and last names. For instance | counted about 3 men 
named Andrew Forgey living not far from one another in Tennessee at the same time. All 
descended from a common Scots-lrish family, and tended to name their children from a 
selection of a few common first names. After separating the individuals based on ages and 
land purchases, spouses etc. | was then able to differentiate between them. Like | said in my 
previous posts | came to rely on naming patterns to help confirm | was tracing the family back 
correctly. | had not dealt that much with families in the latter part of the 19th century because 
my family was well documented in that time period, and | never encountered a brickwall until 
the time period before 1850. Working on someone elses brickwall at that point in time caused 
me to shift my usual techniques as far as looking at naming patterns. 

It interesting to see my early Forgey male ancestors were named after their grandfathers so 
they alternated the names every generation between Hugh and Andrew. So for 4 generations 
my ancestors were Hugh, Andrew, Hugh, Andrew (see above). 

When | collaborate with another researcher on these early lines figuring out which James or 
Andrew Forgey they are referring to can be challenging. If someone approaches me with 
very little information other than a name it can take us a while to figure who this individual is. 
Many men carried these names and they were located in many different states. 

Unusual first names have been so helpful in researching my family. The use of Lockey, 
Villourous and Vandover in the Wray family have caused that family to stick out in the crowd. 
| was wondering if the name Vashti was a peculiar family name because | just ran across that 
name recently (when | see a peculiar name | wonder if they made it up LOL). | was watching 
an episode of last years Generations Project and that name was brought up. Apparently it is 
a biblical name. So it's not a name invented by a particular family. | believe another name, 
Pulcherry, was a named invented by one of my ancestral families but | am not sure? 
According to My Heritage John , James and Mary are the most common names on my 
family tree. Mary and it's variations were often used in my family because many lines were 
Catholic. | had many Marie, Marias in Quebec and Austria. We still have a lot of males 
named James in the family. To the right is a list of names used in my family and there 
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popularity in my family 


according to My Heritige . Common first names — Male Common first names 

The larger the print the Se 

more frequently it was Andrew Charles Francois Anna Anne Catherine Eleanor 

used. George Hugh Jacob Jacques Elzabeth Jeanne Margaret 
James jean John joseph Marguerite Mane Marie 


Michel Pierre Thomas 


M Nan che 
i ary CY Rachel 


Rebecce Satah 


I've always enjoyed studying and sometimes laughing at the first names I've run across doing 
my research. Names like Missy Moffat make research entertaining. 


EORGEY. James (ABT [226-21 FEB 1920) 

PORGEY. dames (ABT £818-UNKNOWN) 

FORGEY. bees (RET 1760 AND 1770-3803) 
EQRGEY. Jomes (1S58-UNKNOWN) 

PORGEY. dames (18 AUG 1797-10 OCT 1835) 
PORGEY, Jewes A (ABT 1858-UNKNOWN) 
EQRGEY. femce.A (1803-UNKNOWN) 

PORGEY. James A (-UNKNOWN) 
EORGEY James A (Private-) 

EQRGEY. hemes Allen (ABT 1816-15 NOV 1877) 
FORGEY. James Christopher (Private-) 
EQRGEY. hemes Cocnelins (22 MAR 1873.29 DEC 1945) 
EORGEY. James Bayt (29 APR 1895-DEC 1983) 
FORGEY. James F (ART 1840-UNKNOWN) 

EORGEY. Jones George (19 JUL 1925-AFT 2010) 
FORGEY Jeenes Greenfield (9 AUG 1848-UNKNOWN) 
FORGEY James H (ABT [$53-1919) 
EORGEY. Jones Harold (ABT 1910-UNKNOWN) 
FORGEY. Jeeues Homey (12 JAN 1810-14 DEC 1900) 
EORGEY. James Hugh (18 AUG 1864-15 JAN 1937) 
RORGEY bemes i (ABT 12847-UNKNOWN) 
FORGEY. Jieses M (1847-UNKNOWN) 

EQRGEY. dames. Clee: (Private -) 

FORGEY. Jampes Pong (Private-} 

FORGEY. Jaeees Randel (Private) 

DORGEY. JI James Revnaids (APR 1854-UNKNOWN) 
EORGEY. Uh Jame Peyulds (13 SEP 1886-30 JUN 1931) 
EQORGEY. James Revnalds (23.3AN 1809-6 DEC £853) 
EORGEY. James Staniey (Private-) 

FORGES. lees W (ABT MAY $660-LNKNOWN) 


Here are a few of the James Forgeys from Carla Rotmans' site 


Posted by Annette at 10:30 AM Nocomments: [| 
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Sunday, May 26, 2013 


Farming Reality Series and the Reality of 
Farming 


Search This 
Blog 


My Blog List 


G bl 
I've been house bound for the past two weeks caring for my bedridden mother. It's been a ee 


Blogiversary 
very hectic two weeks! When I've had a chance to sit down and relax I've been watching a Spotlight: Empty 
BBC historical farm life reenactment series. This series of shows at YouTube ranges from Branches on the 
Tudor England to WWII farming life. Ruth Goodwin, Historian, and Archeologists Alex beh 
Langlands and Peter Ginn are the team of reenactors who take us through all these periods. | was —es—sSsSsSsi‘( ‘i 
surprised by the interest of young females in these programs. As one of these girls put it Peter and Alex iy 
are hot looking farmers! Arlene Eakle's 

Tennessee Blog 

The DAR, The 

WPA, and your 

Genealogy 

3 years ago 

Followers 


After watching all of this farm life unfold, and learning about all the intricacies of bygone 
farming | got out all of my farming related material about my ancestors. One of the first wills 
mentioned that my ancestor John Thurmon had a horse by the name of Scrug. | was thrilled 
to find such a personal piece of information in his will. It really inspired me to find more wills 
and inventories. 
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James D. Owens inventory was one of my more extensive inventories; he died in the 1820's 
at a fairly young age, with a young family. Looking at his farm related articles and livestock it 
looks like he had a very thriving midsized farm. He owned a Bayshear plow ; | have found a 
picture of one like it. As I've gleaned from the series plowing in a straight line is an art. | 
always thought ploughing would be simple, but nothing is as easy as it looks. 


James' inventory of livestock included 6 cows, 2 steers, 3 hogs. 1 sow. and 18 baby pigs. His 
also owned one bay horse and had a stand of bees. Bee keeping was covered in one of the 
Farm Series episodes, which | thought was very interesting. 

My great-great grandfather Richard Browning left an interesting inventory in 1901 Jackson 
County, Indiana. His reflected the new farming inventions of the industrial revolution. He had 
two mowing machines, and a wheat fan. He also had 1 horse 9 years old, and 1 mare 14 
years old. He had 2 cows and 2 calves. One sow and 9 pigs, 4 shoats and 1 fat hog. He had 
3 heating stoves and 1 cooking stove. As Ruth Goodwin said the worst part of life in early 
farming days was the cold. It seems like the Browning family was well fortified against the 
cold. 

My ancestor Pierre Mason in Quebec shows up in the Farm Schedule for the 1861 Census 
for Canada. | had forgotten it's in French lol. | have managed to translate most of it. Pierre Masson 
owned 1 horse, 4 steers, 5 sheep, and 2 pigs. He grew oats,peas and potatoes. | have been wanting 
schedules like this for my American families. 

Every time I read through my genealogy material using a 
different perspective I glean even more about the life of 
my ancestors. I now have a greater appreciation for my 
many farming ancestors. I learned a great deal about 
early farming from these reenactments. Animal care 


seemed to be the most time consuming chore on the 

farm. The participants in these reenactments felt like 

caring for the animals was the most rewarding part of the project. Our farming ancestors had 
acquired so much knowledge through generations of farming, much of which is now lost. I 
had dismissed farming as something that anyone could easily learn. As the participants 
learned farming is an art and science which actually takes years, and generations to master. 


WZ, te Anrer Mou lation ye 
1 Oe k. Sta Varidatien? : . 
Ik Chryed ; $6 Ss A 


oe Ohare Hnfr ae 
Gre Pig tae Ee Is BSS > 
SILO Fo as CH os 
Ae Biack bot wh we : fe avi ——— 
weet GZ — an 


ane black Marr fon yrmsaell 


yee gos Pow vide Wade Brak ~ 
woe” De Gott wie See 
mrt od Vink A wt Pigs cae 
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1785 Inventory of John Owens 
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1861 Agricultural Census Pierre Masson 


Friday, May 10, 2013 


Taking on your Ancestors Lives 


Turn Back Time: The Family (Interwar) 


| just discovered the BBC show "Turn Back Time" at YouTube. British families go back in time 
and live like their ancestors did. They begin in the early 20th Century. Most of the participants 
didn't know anything about their great-grandparents lives. The families were grouped into 
social classes ie, working class, middle-class, and upper-class. The participants were all 
surprised about where their family backgrounds landed them. This got me thinking about 


which group | would be a part of. Looking at my family beginning in 1900 this is where they 
were in society: 


1. Frank Kappel and Maria Kurta Pee fi SARE fe ae NT i 
ev hips te EMAAe A¢ aa Ss Lhe. 
were shifting from place to wh wa. rp Vth L ier TAL Can sAco4s ¥) 
OF Oe! ath, 
place in the early twentieth Brcgdecn Gores m. | Hains 


century as many immigrant 
families did. Frank worked 


various general labor jobs in Pennsylvania before the family relocated to Chicago in 
1909, and he got work at Pullman. He worked as a punch press operator until his 
death in the 1930's. Maria also worked from time to time at Pullman sweeping up. 
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Maria had 11 children and didn't spend that much time working. She made several trips 
back to her home village in Hungary. So if | lived her life | would probably have spent 
many years taking care of infants, cooking and cleaning in small lower class multi- 
family housing in Chicago. 

2. Willliam Forgey and Isis Forgey lived on their own farm in Indiana. If | lived Isis life | 
would also have been kept busy raising a family and doing farm wife chores like 
canning. William and Isis did employ a neighbor girl as a servant at one point. Isis was 
also an active member of the Methodist Church. Her life may have been a little better 
than my Kappel great-grandmother. 


= 


3. Frank Mason and 5 


sey BT 
Helen Mullen. =a 


Rac lance ys . 
sae ee ee ee 

Frank Mason was a 

house painter in 

Chicago. Helen worked as a servant in the household of Courtney Kleman, a stock 
trader, and his wife Minnie in 1900. This was a common job for first generation Irish 
women. After her marriage in 1905 she settled down to raise a family. Her husband 
died young forcing Helen to return to work. She took in laundry and was described as a 
laundress in the 1920 Census. She later worked cleaning classrooms. She even 
continued her cleaning job after breaking her arm. So if | had lived Helen's life | would 
have made my way from Ireland to America alone and worked for Courtney Kleman in 
the early 20th Century, and continued in the same sort of work off and on through out 
my life. 


nn 


LIGTELOT | poe tes C8 AY 


4. Nicasio Del Castillo and Elena Reerrtbcas) APY tite’ | - 


Garcia. | would be living in 


Nicaragua if | lived Elena's life. 


Her husband Nicasio was a WA ae 
Vor 4 "ikey A 


at 


Lawyer as | have heard? | have 
not confirmed that yet. My 
grandmother said that her mother spent most of her time sewing and embroidering. 
The native Indian population was exploited for cheap labor. Anyone with any resources 
could employ Indians to cook, clean etc.. 


| don't think | would like to reenact the lives of any of my female ancestors. They did have 
some interesting experiences such as migrating to this country from Austro-Hungary and 
Ireland. Money isn't everything but it does smooth our way through life as | think Miss Marple 
said? 


An Atblete Outruns a Train. 


and twenty-five minutes. He made the trip in thirteen hours and thirty-five minutes, wit- | 
ning a bet of $500 from Courtney Kleman. The time recently made by the train from Trevor | 
to icago was cighteen hours. Buel, who had a consignment of stock on board com 


ney 
started on his run to the Chicago stock yards. He is 35 years old, an athlete and for a week 
was trained by Hart, the ne ro six-day pedestrian. . 


ease A aeraliedn aed base e ee eee el DWisel ein sheetod aff on = doe Bo 
My Great-grandmother's employer was Courtney Kleman. She live in his household as a servant in 1900. 
She was 19 yrs. old on the 1900 Census. 


Thursday, May 2, 2013 
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Service Records of Volunteers, 1784-1811 


CUTOt-t7T92.) 
2 1,8, 
AWE, Ot, Cite, Levies, 


Appotrs with the eat of “on 
Pay Roll 

of Cap. Fokn Cutheie's Ce repeRny, Maj. Fadi 

Clark's Mattalion, fev Bort Pit, Port tev 

Satia, 


r/ 


, 
When enterul the eorvine SF. iL 
When Jott the <rvioe df ww! 


view bi) 
Retnarks : 


| am finding the Service Records of Volunteers, 1784-1811 to be a very useful group of 
records. They are available on the Internet at both Fold3 and Ancestry.com . This group of 
records is especially useful for the Southern States where skirmishes with the Indians were 
common during this time period. The Chickamauga Wars were a series of skirmishes that 
took place between 1776 and 1794 in and around Tennessee. 


dew Tewiries MINAe, | ie 


TE The records in this record a a z 
4 iz Koee Cennty Regiment Tor, Ba. of . peat SiR ‘ 


group are mainly Militia Rolls. 


. 


Sez! s n Pog. ge Since all able bodied men Oy P mas Usa, 

aaa ps im were required to serve in the raged “Christian's” 

“ogi ot ia aia saris Militia it's a good census Regiment of Militia, | 

& < pave — meen substitute for the Southern Territory South of the Ohio. 

i dats Secs male population. The south -_ mone _ 
lost many of it's early census Log a nae 
records, especially ef AEE Ze LO \s =a 
Tennessee so any list of “ cel a 


residents is helpful. | found 
Amsy Browning in these records. Apparently the only place Amsy can be found in any 
records anywhere is in these Militia records. We would never know Amsy existed or lived in 
the Sullivan County, Tennessee area if not for these records. These records have also added 
to our knowledge of the life of Hugh Forgey. We now know he served in the Militia under his 
brother-in-law Captain John Beaird in Knox County, Tennessee. I've also notice a William 
Forgy was killed at Fort Pitt in Pennsylvania. | don't know the circumstances of his death, but 
the date of his death may not be known to his descendants and they might find this bit of 
information helpful. 
If you browse these records at Fold3 pret seronary tae Sagan 
(you'll find them under Revolutionary soe Wine 2 
War??) and you drill down to the unit ine 
name you will notice a record group aeudaeesuat aos homie 
called introduction. Often it doesn't tonya 
give any additional information other eanmities ail asi 
than pay roll numbers (participating in seen 
the Militia did provide a pay check at Tesrneny Seth OCS Aeopt 
least). Sometimes a little additional a 
information is given regarding the unit. 
It's sometimes interesting to see the 
reason why the Militia was called up at a particular time. According to one of Captain 
Looney's reports his unit was mustered because of an Indian Invasion. So we know that 
Andrew Forgey Jr. was called up to help repel this invasion in October of 1793. 
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I've found these records very interesting and I've learned more about the Militia units, and the 
Indian Wars in Tennessee. 
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Posted by Annette at 9:31. AM No comments: Das] 


Wednesday, April 24, 2013 


From Military Records to Primogeniture 


\t What Creuse ehegaredl -<-- wtsct P, . lh “a 
é 
At What tine ciseharewed 


Present or nhsent 2. Ru ei’ 


Remarks: wots oy. 
| left off my last blog post stating | needed 
to find the Military record for Amaziah 
Browning said to be a son of Roger 
Browning of Greene County, TN. After 
trying several different methods of 
searching Fold3.org and Ancestry.com for 


alternate spellings | finally located an entry Regime oat of Militia, 
for an Amsy Browning also spelled Territory South of the Ohio. 


Browner. According to someone's posting 


at an Internet genealogy site this record (1789.) = 
stated his mother was named Mary, and ! o i, thst ho) 7 bbe, Lia f 
that he died on 3 Dec 1793. There is CARD | wuM ans.’ 


nothing about his family or place of birthon = 5 arbz KA Z Z| = 
his military records. December 3, 1793 ae 
was the day he was discharged from the 
Militia in Knoxville, Tennessee. He was 


discharged and said to be sick on that day so he may have passed away? This Amsy 
Browning seems a little too old to be the son of Roger. He was said to be a Corporal which | 
take to mean he would have been older than 18 to 20 yrs. old? | am now thinking that he was 
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a brother of Roger instead of son? Also the name Mary is given as his mother by several 
researchers. | don't know where this is from? Mary Abbot was Benjamin's wife so this may 
point again to his being the son of Benjamin. 


aaa pe ope eer eee SENT? ww 


ei Arcone Met a ond a Cree fate deste Jahre te 


Narife PA o) lect Wav &- 


Roger ae becomes sole heir because he is Eldest 


Previous researchers seemed to have Case. ores ntiaia fin the fc iZEBd 9 any Pratt, and |! 
hn. brovbia Cltlee nm. Cole iB, Aas emPees SFR 


over looked the wording on the deed leat ten tray GED food? ar Lays a1 ty aeefiogy: el 
between Roger Browning and ar te ter-, flr ef Frere ter F | 

. = P - Poe eg eer éroce 
Jeremiah Browning. It states Roger sventiacts Leal betey toil. evens difpoli fir at hil ttn 

: , he 4 he. att tha hears tre. lle 
was the eldest son. This seems to gre” diy 
: dirk wat euug trttD weotlest Be lane Ce eran gee 

imply there were other sons. | believe Meme n thal hp altanthyy CRUG fal Ctrntes wt eieaed KowD 
there were at least two Jeremiah's Jeremiah Browning's Pension document 


living in Frederick Maryland around 

the same time. | believe they had an Uncle and Nephew relationship. From Jeremiah 
Browning II's Revolutionary War Pension document | gather he was a young man when he 
joined in about 1777. He would not have been born in the 1730's like Jeremiah | son of 
Edward Browning. In the Pension document Jeremiah II states his father didn't want him to 
leave the farm for the entire summer. Sounds like a young man still living at home. We also 
have a Jeremiah Browning dying in 1834. He is most likely a son of Benjamin Browning. 
Jeremiah also states his brother joined the military during the Revolutionary War. The only 
other Browning, Frederick Maryland, soldier seems to be Zephaniah Browning. So besides 
son Roger, Benjamin may have had sons named Amaziah, Zephaniah, and Jeremiah? This 
is the same story as in most early families first names are often used many times. It's difficult 
to separate all of these men without more records. 

| still need a definite link between Amsy Browning and Roger Browning with Maryland. Both 
lived in Tennessee by the 1790's with no references of where they came from. We can only 
infer from naming patterns that they came from Frederick, Maryland. 


*Thomas Freeman *Miles 
Wohn Sheekels, (orShukels) *Thoma: 
*John Ray *Charie 
*Shadrech Penn, (Peen) nolds 

*Zephaniah Browning *Josep! 
“George Fryback *John © 
*John Hanson Wheeler Jeremii 
*Samuel Wheeler Sanne! 


Revolutionary War Roster Frederick Maryland 


Monday, April 22, 2013 


Documenting the Browning family history 
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Ancestors of Nathan Browning 22 Aget 2053, 
First Generation 


t Nathan Browning’ war berm on 1 et 1785 om Sultan County, Tesco. He ced on 17 Sep (217 of the age of 52 in 
Lawrence County, Inctham 


Second Generation 


2. Roger Browuiag!* was born on Dew 1/51 in Penreylvaa He died in 1925 at tee age of 7 mm Temexee 
3. Rebecea Unkmewa! wre bern (date urkmeern) 


Preparet: 


When Familysearch.org first went online | couldn't wait to give it a try. Like Ellis Island it was 
swamped with users the first few weeks, and it was difficult to get to the search page. When | 
finally got a search in the Browning family was the first family | found information on. | was 
thrilled to find a long genealogy for the family. | was new to genealogy then and didn't realize 
this information was submitted by someone who had not documented their sources. Later | 
realized that | would need to find the source material for all of this. | finally have gotten 
around to documenting this line. For years | basically had this same information from 
Familysearch.org copied into my genealogy database. | did change Nathan's birthplace of 
Polk County, Virginia because there is no Polk County in Virginia. | changed it to Sullivan, 
Tennessee because a couple Nathan's children stated he was born in Tennessee, according 
to their Census Records.Roger had lived in Sullivan, Tennesse in the 1790's. 

For years | also went along with Rebecca as Nathan's mother. | recently found out that 
Rebecca's maiden name was McKaughan. | assumed she was my ancestor. As it turns out 
she may not be. | learned this when | researched Roger Brownings family in Maryland Land 
Records online here http:/Awww.mdlandrec.net/msa/stagser/s 1700/s1741/cfm/index.cfm 

| found the deed below stating Roger's wife was Elizabeth, around the time of Nathan's birth. 


— Saran Gee 
i & | + 


Jesse's parents born in Maryland? 


| am still assuming that the previous 
Browning researcher is correct 
regarding the fact that Roger 
Browning of Tennessee was originally 
from Frederick, Maryland. The deed | 
found in Frederick Maryland for a 
Roger Browning stated he was the 
son of Benjamin Browning. Roger 
Browning of Greene County, TN did 
have a son named Benjamin who was 
named in his will. He also had a son 
Nathan (my ancestor). Roger 
Browning of Maryland also had an uncle named Nathan. So we know both families used the 
names, Nathan and Benjamin. This and the fact that Nathan b.1785 son said his father was 


Browning Deed states Roger Browning 
was son and Heir of Benjamin 
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born in Maryland. Jesse Madison Browning's 1880 Census record states his parents were 
born in Maryland. His mother was actually born in Tennessee. 
Jesse's wife's father was born in Maryland so | wonder if this was just a repetition error? A 
few of Nathan's children lived until 1880 and beyond. Most stated he was born in Tennessee 
or Virginia in the US Census. 
| have not found anything other than naming patterns to link Roger Browning of Greene 
County, Tennessee with Frederick, Maryland. Roger's son Amaziah served in the military and 
his mother was named on a military document according to something someone posted on 
the internet.. Don't know if the document also stated where he was born? If Amaziah was 
born in Maryland that would be enough proof for me that Roger was indeed son of Benjamin 
Browning of Frederick County, Maryland. | need to find the military record for Amaziah 
Browning. | haven't been able to locate one yet. 


Wednesday, April 17, 2013 


Happy 12th Anniversary Ellis Island Site! 


SS Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse LLoyd line 


| remember when | first tried to access the Ellis Island website 12 years ago and it was so 
popular it took forever to even get to the search field. | spent days on there waiting and then 
final retrieving a few passenger lists related to my family. It was very exciting making all those 
discoveries. 

Recently | happened to find one that didn't surface on earlier searches. This particular 
passenger list was for my great-grandmother Maria Kappel and her daughter. They were 
making a return trip after visiting family in Inzenhof, Hungary. Maria made several trips back 
to her native village. Most of her trips were made from Antwrep, Belgium on the White State 
Line. The one | found recently was a trip from Bremen Germany and was a second class 
voyage. She traveled on a famous ship this time, the "Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse". This ship 
was one of the ships called the four fliers because of its speed. It had a very first class 
luxurious interior. She must have had a little extra money, or got a good deal on this trip. 

| still need to scan a 1910 passenger list which my Grandfather Rudolph Kappel appears on 
at age 1 year. 
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Franz Koppel my great-grandfather arriving at Ellis Island 1896 


a 


Sa A a! gad GR i ae 


My Great-Grandparent travelled on the same ship in 1898. They were not married yet and appear as Maria 
Kurta 


and Franz Koppel 
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Here are Maria and husband Franz Koppel returning from a visit to their native Inzenhof 
Hungary in 1901 


a List or Manifest of Alion Immigrants for the Bora 
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Maria Koppel and her daughter Maria returning after a 1905 visit to Inzenhof Hungary 
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Saturday, April 13, 2013 


Owens Death Certificate Update 


Parents 


George Owens 


taney Hicks (Ee 
| 
i> i 


| previously posted and analyzed some of the Owens siblings Death Certificates . | had 
forgotten that someone had a copy of another death certificate bringing the total number of 
certificates to 4. It is the death certificate for John W. Owens, he died 30 Apr. 1927 in 
Chicago Illinois.. This one matched up with that of Mary Owens/Mason giving the father's 
names as George Owens. Although the mother's name was correctly stated as Nancy Hicks; 
unlike, Mary's death certificate which states her name was Mary. 


Owens Children Mother'sName = Father'sName — Father'sName = Mother'sName = FathersName =—- Mother's Names 
Nancy Hicks William F.Owens Wm. Owens Mary E.Owens George Owens Mrs. Hicks 


Mason x x 


John W. Owens x x 


As | stated before George Owens was his own informant on the death certificate so his info 
was so far the only certificate with completely correct info. 
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Tuesday, April 2, 2013 


Three Death Certicates 3 different opinions? 


We have 3 death certificates for three Owens siblings. Mary and Frances Owens' informants 
give their father's name as Owens. William according to Frances’ imformant and George 
according to Mary's. He was born in Kentucky, according to Frances’ informant, and born in 
Ohio according to Mary's informant . Mary Owens/ Mason's informant, which was her 
daughter, gives her mother's name as Mary E. Owens born in Ohio. Frances Owens/ Wilke's 
informant, her husband, stated her mother's name was Miss. Hicks. George apparently 
provided the information himself as the informant is given as the decedent. He says his 
parents names were William F. Owens, born in Kentucky and Nancy Hicks, born in Ohio 
which of course is the correct answer. This is the first time I've seen the decedent given as 
the informant. 

It's interesting that George Owens and his nephew Fred Mason, my great-grandfather, 
contracted TB. They were both painters and paper hangers. The chemicals they used may 
have led to their contracting TB? 
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Tuesday, March 26, 2013 


Learning Evernote 
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Evernote Genealogy 


Rootstech finally spurred me into actually using Evernote. | downloaded it a while ago, but 
couldn't figure out how to use it for my genealogy. After listening to Caroline Pointer's 
Evernote Hangout | finally understood how to set up the Evernote in a useful way for me. 
Above is a video I made about how | am using Evernote. 


Here are the steps for creating Notebooks for you research: 


Step 1. Click file then new notebook 

Step 2. Name your notebook. Right now | am making surname notebooks for each surname. 
Step 3. Open the drive location with the folders you want to put in Evernote and view this 
side by side with Evernote. 

Step 4. Click file then new Note 

Step 5. Drag the folders to Evernote 

Step 6. Right click on the file in Evernote and tag it with a more specific description. 

Step 7. If you have a number of files with the same tag click on tag in left side window and 
drop the files there. 

Step 8. Sync to the Evernote server by clicking on sync. You can only see 
the files from online on any computer if you sync it. You also need to sync 
in order to start the clock which allows you to upload GOmb per month. 


@Sync 


Monthly Usage 

ccs IT 
0 15 ™B MB 45 M8 60 M8 
Space used: 31.4MB out of 50 MB (52%) 


8 days left in cycle 
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This is what the online page looks like 


Saturday, March 23, 2013 


My favorite Rootstech 2013 tips 


1. Archive Grid for searching for manuscripts 


2. Zendone sounds like a great way to keep track of 
your progress with your to do list. It's based on the 
"Get things done" productivity methodology. 


3. Duck Duck Go search engine is one to me. It 


presents slightly different results than google, with Duck Duck Go 


a nice easy to read layout. 


4. Use the phrase "cemetery near" to display all 


cemeteries in an area at google maps. | was very 


surprised to find hundreds of small family burying grounds in southern Virginia and 


northern Tennessee. 
5. GeoNames is a map site I've never used before. 


6. | need to use the source box at Family Search to add sources for tree. 


Looking forward to the Fan Chart at Family Search. Love 
those Fan Charts. 

The session Paper Piles to Digital Files was excellent . | 
am always looking for quick ways to organize. The 
presenter gave some wonderful tips. It inspired me to 
finally use Evernote. | bit the bullet and learned to use it. 
Is is a great place to organize and plan future research. 


Now that | understand it | like it. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2014-11-05T 17:20:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 


Little dots are all cemeteries or family 
burying grounds 


16/18 


1/18/24, 10:21 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


f 
7 NG f 
te ots seh 


laa st 


Thursday, March 21, 2013 


My first gleanings from RootsTech 2013 


RootsTech 2013 Conference began today. | thought the keynote speeches were wonderfull! 
It's true that we need to preserve the details of our families everyday lives. | put together 
many of the anecdotes and stories my mother told me about her family, and uploaded the 
finished product to Archive.org 

: http://archive.org/stream/CharlesAndGracielaForgeyBookliRevised61012/RevisedCopyChar 
lesAndGracielaForgey61012#page/n0/mode/2up 


When the Italian project at FamilySearch Indexing was mentioned it brought to mind that | 
might have some Italian blood through Central America? It seems the name Granzio might 
be Italian? | already know we have some German through a Central American line. 

I've read through some of Papers, 1856-1923. 


Pickers, Cornelius Miller. 


the posted online syllabus 
material already. | am 
attending the conference 
virtually and will only be 
able to see those 
sessions that are streamed. | found two great websites listed in one syllabus that | never 
used before. It was for the session Five Most Important 


Resources http://s3.amazonaws.com/rootstech/original/Five_Most_Important_Resources.pdf 
21359704536 Searching one of these, Archive Grid, | found that there are some Susan 
Forgey letters at Duke University which might provide great insight into the family from the 
Civil War to the early 20th Century. These letters are a part of Cornelius Miller Pickens' 
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Papers (see image above). 

| also saw an image of the above chart on another syllabus. | love charts and had to print one 
for myself. | found out that it came from the Progeny Site . | downloaded the free trial. It pulls 
the information from your FamilySearch Tree. This software does produce some nice charts 
and reports. 

So | have have picked up some tidbits already, and the conference has just started. 


Newer Posts Home Older Posts 


Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) 


Watermark theme. Powered by Blogger. 
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Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Sunday, March 17, 2013 


My Irish Townlands 


Search This 
Blog 


My Blog List 


Geneabloggers 


| looked up my family's Irish townlands at google maps. | only know about the two that the 
Blogiversary 


Mullens and Huvanes lived in for at least a couple hundred years if not much longer? Irish Spotlight: Empty 
townlands range in size from as little as an acre to thousands of acres. Branches on the 

| had not idea that they now have outlines of the Family Tree 
Townlands at google maps. The nearly octagonal eeaye age 

shape of Fallakeeran is very interesting to see. ov a 


| then switched to street view to take a tour of the 
area. | now would love to know which properties 


Arlene Eakle's 
Tennessee Blog 


belong to the Mullen and Huvane families. There are The DAR, The 
. a : ; WPA, and your 
still some older buildings in the area. | am hoping Genealogy 
some of the old homestead survives. | do have 3 years ago 
some contacts in the area. | better hurry up and ask 
because my best source of information in the area is 
Followers 


elderly. 

Pollaturick was the townland where my great- 
grandmother Ellen/Helen Mullen was born 26 
December 1880. 


Ellen/Helen Mullen/Mason she was born and 


Pollaturick now: raised in Pollaturick 
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View my complete 
profile 


Feedjit 


Fallakeeran Today 
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Saturday, March 16, 2013 


FamilySearch Tree: Deleting a bad 
connection 


One year after my invitation to the New FamilySearch Tree I'm finally rockin'n rolling. | now 
see that you can make all the corrections you want. If you go into an ancestor's profile page 
and click on the hyperlinks for each fact you can change everything from the spelling of the 
name to individual facts. | also discovered a very important tool which allows you to delete 
incorrect relationships. | found a glaring mistake in that my ancestor William McPike's parents 
were given as Jesse McPike and Matilda Meadows. This was Matilda's second marriage so 
her name was Dayton when she married Jesse. They must have been drinking that day at 
FamilySearch because Jesse and Matilda were married in 1840 and their supposed son was 
died 46 years earlier in 1794. Jesse was actually William's grandson instead of Father. Oddly 
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it states that FamilySearch added these wrong parents? 


Here's how you delete an incorrect relationship: 


First click on the person's name and go to their profile 


145-1 ZB © | 
® Rebecca Unknown @ jesse McPike 
Deceased Deceased 
*® Matilda Meadows 
ng Deceased 
KE @ Add Hu 
= @ Add wil 
@ Williarn McPike 
-1794 @ 
@ Obedience Holloway 
1748-1 HOG 


| decided to correct from Jesse McPike's profile page. When you hover of their child's name 
you see the link to edit relationship appear. 


Family Members 


Spouses and Children 


Par 
Hide All | Add Spouse 


“@ jesse McPike 
Deceased 


—@ Matilda Meadows 
Deceased 


Married 


Edit Couple 


A Fe 
wy Children (1) 


@ William McPike 
-1794 Edit Relationship 


Add Child 


We click on edit relationship. This relationship needs to be trashed so we click on the trash 
can to delete the relationship. We have to provide a reason for the deletion. 


Delete Relationship Close @ 


® Jesse McPike 
® Wibam McPike + Deceased 
1794 


@ Matilda Meadows 
Deceased 


| 
Reason te Delebeg This Relanonship 


| 
William McPike died tn 1794 so his parents couldn't have been married on 13 July 
1840 in Lawrence Indiana. jesse McPike and Matilda Meadows were married in } 840 
on that day. That would be 45 years after William McPike died in Tennessee 


‘ sake 


After the process is complete this is the screen you get. 
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Saturday, March 9, 2013 


The Committee Tree at Family Search 


"A mule is a horse designed by a committee." The Family Search tree is a tree designed by a 
committee. It is a little awkward, like the mule too. One of my Facebook friends posted a link 
to the fancreate web page . It draws the information needed for creating the Fan Chart (see 
above) from your Family Search tree. When | created a chart from my Family Search shared 
tree (shared meaning it can be edited and changed by anyone) | found quite a few wrong 
family connections on the chart. 

On the upside someone added to one of my lines and this addition may actually be correct!! | 
will check the tree at Family Search more often for possible extensions of some of my lines. 
The new line | found seems plausible so | decided to “2 

leave it as it is on the chart. | had seen a number of trees 
state that Nathan Browning's mother was Rebecca 
Unknown. It appears her maiden name was McKaughan. 
Her mother's name was Boyd. It's interesting that | 
matched several people who had Boyds in their family 
tree at FT DNA. 

Some paperwork was generated by descendants of the 


family who were looking to inherit money from an 

ancestor who owned a glass factory in Belfast. An 1873 

statement by a family member, Joab Brooks, gave some interesting details about the early 
family. 

For some reason all of the corrections | made at Family Search never showed up on the 
charts | created. Some of my corrections would show up, but others remained uncorrected. | 
decided to just cross then out. One of these stubborn errors was the parentage of Andrew 
Forgey Sr.. His parents were given as Hugh Forgey and Sally Everman. Hugh Forgey was 
born about 1754 and his supposed son was born in 1732. Don't now how they became linked 
this way? 

Another error occurred when Jesse McPike was entered as father of William McPike when 
Jesse was actually his grandson. 

This 9 generation chart provides such a nice view of where my Family Search tree stands. | 
hear that many people aren't interested in charts, but | don't think you can know where you 
stand without them? | am finding the disinterest in this aspect of genealogy is leading to 
oddly formatted entries. You don't hear many people discussing how to properly enter 
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names. | am finding entries like John Sr. Browning, 
instead of John Browning Sr.. When a mother or wife's 
name is missing | find, for instance, Mrs. Samuel Hicks 
entered when | think the space should be left blank. 

| still have to verify some of the information I've found on 
the Family Search tree. These kinds of collaborative trees 
can be useful, as long as you verify the information using 


original documents. 


Posted by Annette at 8:20PM 2 comments: ah 


Monday, March 4, 2013 


FANing with Evidentia: Breakthrough 


FAN is an acronym for friends, acquaintances, and neighbors. I've recorded the names and 
number of years, those who provided affidavits, had been acquainted with Jesse Callahan 
and his wife Eve Urmey. | noticed Edward Kindred had been acquainted with Jesse Callahan 
for 69 yrs.. | realized, if correct, they had known each other in childhood back in Kentucky. 
We, the Callahan researchers, had assumed that the family came from Mercer County, KY. | 
looked up Edward's family and found out his family was from Jessamine County, KY which 
borders Mercer for a small stretch. | wonder if Edward Kindred may actually be a relation? An 
A. Brenneman was an administrator of Edward's father's estate which may have been Eve's 
grandmother's maiden name. The Kindred family may help my trace the Callahan's back 
farther? 


War of 1812 Evidentia Report 
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Still learning how to use Evidentia. | noticed that | should separate every assertion. | 
combined 2 in several claims. Each assertion should be evaluated separately for source 
quality. | accidently created several Eve Urmey's that had to be merged, so | believe that's 
why | have some duplicate entries? 

The reason for the generation of over 100 pages of material in this Widow's Pension is the 
fact that Jesse and Eve married at a time before marriage records were kept intact. Either 
there marriage record was lost or never created. Eve Urmey/Callahan said she married on 
Oct. 5, 1814, which was supported by Catherine Miller who may have been her sister? Other 
friends and neighbors were asked to submitted statements in which they stated they had 
known Jesse and Eve to be husband and wife. 


ce Research Summary Report 
Subject: Ere Urner 


Summary 
The Pricuqtse® ¢atabase inejudes 6 events and/or facts 
for Sve Ureey. These include: 


@ 1 sesertions, 0 reviewed, 


* Marsal 1 assertions, © reviewed, 
e Child 1 assertions, © reviewed 
oe Priemiship 1 assertioss, 0 reviewed. 
* Morrisge + assertions, 0 reviewed 
© Residence * assertions, 0 fevieved. 


A Bowery Comciusion te yet to be erested for thie 
fact/avent. 


The telated references ate enumerated below, 


© The Wor of jee" seeerte thet Cathecine Milles 
etiended Eve's maceiage to Jesee Callahan, Thie 
saseztion is mot sepociated with otter subjects. 
Thies sesertion bas nat been seviewed. 

Baraat 

A @awary Conchesion te yet te be crested tor this 

fact/avant. 

The teleted reCerences are enutereted below, 


© the war o¢ 1e1z Widow's Peesion'?? eeeerte thet 


This sewertion hae aol been reviewed, 
Ceria 
A Demmsry Conclesion ie yet te be crested for this 
tact/evant. 
The related reterences are enumerates below, 


© The Wer of 1012 Widowte Peeeton'?! epeerte that Mery 
Crouteher waa at the birth of Mary Callehen deaghter 
cf Jesew acc Eve.. This sesertion lw nyt apsoctated 
WLCh Other #ebjecte, Thle 4eeertion hee nal hee 
reviewed. 


Pricndsbiy 
A Sawmery Concleston le yet to be crested for thie 
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ae es ery Fm 
fart /ewent. 


The relates references ste etumsrates felon 


© The Hy: Or 7477 wiih Pwemen tl seers enet 
Sheer Findied wes sequelntad with tases Toe 6F 
year... This ensertinn 16 sot esenctateat Sith uther 
gubjecte. Tris eezertion hat pot Seen trerineed, 


Marriage 
A Tumeary Come laeton fe pet to be orested tor Thre 
fact/event 


‘The relates references ate exueerstes below, 


© The #or ot L4le!*! aaserts thet Cethesine Millet 
attended fve's merriage tO Texte Teliahen. Tris 
SSESrTioe® 14 ben seeurtatod wITh Hthet sunperts, 
THEe s4eertine tod Lak hee bevieset, 


© me sar of ints) asgerce thst Catherine mtiler 
attended Jazce Callahae and Ere Trmey"s wedding, 
this Ftinm ig Got ampoctsted with other 
suncects, Tala segerticn hee Bot Seen reviewed. 


© he Say of TNT Miter er Pereten) asserte that 
Rivard Findted sald Jeeee ant Tew married af Bie 
return from the Ger of 1912.. This assertion te set 
athulteted WIth Gthal eutjedts. TRle aeeertian hee 
Sak been forlewed, 


© he wernt 2872 spaces Mapcicn**? ageerta thet 
Seety 208 Margaret Rogie were seaghbore ut feeee end 
Qve cic she sever razarried. this a: 
eapeciatet with other sebject«, thas 
3AL S080 reviewed, 


@ The @ar ot 1412 ayaew's Roncice#! aseerts tnat 
Willitaz Ingle neignbor saic Dee never cemerclet 
efter the death of catee. Thin atsettinn ia aot 
aneecisted with othet subjects, Thie aseerticn her 
SAb Deer reviewed. 


© The Ber Ae 2472 medew ty Penerenlt! apnerts ther 
Giles Gieeal Lives near emt oftes vistred tre. 
Slated Tee Geta! FERET Tied... ThLe eeeeTTian be Her 
setoclated with other tatjects. This a¢earticn nae 
BAL Deen forieusd. 


@ The #17 wf 1812 @hrow*s Oeresent*? sszetts thee 
Savard Bizdreg sat cole shoact Jesse and Eve's 
martieage Sy het beothbar lecoct Tres... This eseartioce 
is pot ese0clated with other sshjects, this 
anearticn har gos been reviewed. 


© The Bar bt 1002 Witew'y fereten!!! eeperts thar 
CATNOTIN® Hillel Ot tentet Dene Saliaben's ah Ree 
Creey’s wafttiag. Tas seeertiee 46 DOT sctocteted 


a eee) ee 
with cther subjects. This nesertiqn See pot been 
ber lewent 


@ tee erat jaiy aces wencine! geserte thar 
Catherine Miller eetd that The Sarthege of tener een 
Ove tose place tn Setaher (814 fefors the mettle of 
Rew STI4eNs, THIS SHHOFTINN 14 HOT Sheet ated with 
othet eabjects, TALS assertion tas pet been 
tee bowed 


Bessdesce 


A Meemary Cecciueicn is yet to De creates for tots 
tactfewant. 


Tha (alates paterences are erymeteted Selow 


© The Bar uf (472 eras Peaster! easerts char 
Tlize O'Neal Lived near end often visited Eve, 
Stated Eve saver remgrriet.. This sasertion te not 
sesooiated with other sufjerta. This aesartion nas 
Bot een ceriawed, 


@ She Mat-nd Ile Widce*s feretes ® eecocta reat 
George acd Zitsa O'Weal lived within sight =f Jesee 
anc Tre snd mew them as inng a2 they costa 
Temenbar. This aseartion te not ansoctatec with 
Stier eub)ects. This atwertsoo tac pes Seen 
ter lewe. 


© «tee Maret Jal2 Bpcoe*s Aeceson!*l gagarte that 
Jesze O' Meal sige 20 war caiees am the tare acjciniag 
Teese ant Ewe.. This seeettion ta sot exeociatec 
with ather schjects. This azeartioc tas gag Seer 
revi ewet 


© The War of JRED Wicow's Benoces'*) sazeres. that 
Tetmelia Teett ess acquainted with Tease ant Ere for 
aver 42 years (1873! ard worked for thee of? ans 
shi. Teie assertion ie opt essurtatet wit= other 
asbpecta, This aseertion has gat heer reviewed. 


© The Her of (40 whew's Memeves!#! eeeerts that Jone 
N, Mertod mae aequeleted @10h Jeane ena Pee for 45 
te 22 yre. (ie 2079). thie aeenrtion ie not 
associated with otter scijerts, This seeartse: car 
aot Seen reviewer. 


© Fee Met UF S01L Wrdew's Bexzivn!*! eeagets thet 
Charles Thylw afd Renty were enighters of Teree ant 
Bee for 44 pee (hh DOPe. Tle eebertiow be wet 
aetrcieted with athet robjecte. This aesertien tes 
Bot Teen reviswed, 


© The BH) Of D4 wiewty Bemeioe!! eeperts thet cone 
AUTO weet Margeret art thee Jesee e068 Bee tine 
TAD, Thiet erenttion Le tet sesociated with ether 
See echs, TRik eeeerT ion fet SEL been fenleowd, 


(fewer th Seceey Seon! 
Tne war of 1822 wiace*s Ponting? aeaarta creat 


Pillip Wanner age 27 Enew Jesse and Eve an iong af 
he could remenber., This asserttom ta not sssoctated 
with other subjects. This assertion hes nan been 


Tertewod, 


The War af 1812 Widtow*s Pentine!! geserta that 
David and Mary Croutcher were 
ana Eve tor over 50 years lin 273) 
$s mot asecciated with other sabjects. This 
accertion has Eat been rariewed. 
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No marriage record could be located 


Sunday, March 3, 2013 


Using Evidentia to Comb thru War of 1812 
File 


Heney Engle and Eve Urmey Residence) 
Margaret ingle were . 
neiohnrs nf Fer aret had 
Wilharn Engle meighbor Eve Urey (Martiage) 
seid Eve never remarned | 
| after death of less 4 
} Hliza O'Neal lived moar | Eve Urrmey Residence) 
and often visited bee, 
Stated Eve news |! 
Bia O'Nes! was at the Jesse Callahan Qurief) 
butial of Jesse Caliahan 


Elo O' Nee! was at Eve Eve Urey Buried) 
Urmey's burial 


George sod Flos O'Neal it Uermey Readence) 
lived within sight of 
hea ated Fur a! 


Edward Kindred was jj Jesse Callahan (Faendship) 
acquainted with Jesse ’ 


; 
Cadtahan fee 69 veare OE 
CELE RR LE OY Rls aD 


t 
sbout loser and Eve's || Jesse Callahan (Marriage) 
marnage by her beother | 


Not sure what claim type to use for the affidavit people. | did add a category Friendship 


| may have solved a brickwall in my Urma/Urmey line using the War of 1812 Widow's 
Pension file of Eve Callahan nee Urma/Urmey. | had not been able to locate her parents 
based on other documents. Many trees online listed her as a child of Jacob Urmey and 
Susannah Brower. Eve was not mentioned in Jacob's will so | assumed she was not actually 
his daughter. Going through the pension | noticed that Jacob's daughter Catherine was 
present at the marriage of Jesse Callahan and Eve Urma/Urmey. A long time friend of the 
family Edward Kindred said he heard about the marriage from Eve's brother Jacob. It looks 
like there was only one Jacob in the area and he was the son of Jacob Urmey and Susannah 
Brower. So Eve may indeed be the daughter of Jacob and Susannah after all. 

I've collected up the names of everyone who submitted an affidavit on behalf of Eve. | used 
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Evidentia to record all of the pertinent 
facts I've found in the Pension file. | plan 
on doing more research in Washington 
County, IN records and 
hope to be able to confidently add 
Jacob and Susannah to my tree in the 


future. i comer 
It was so interesting to read what the A See 
neighbors and family members had to ant Inca 

say about Jesse and Eve. They lived = eommonise. 


in the Houston area of Jackson 
County, IN for more than half a 
century and made many friends. : Eve Urmey Residence) 
Eve told the attorney that she finally 
yielded Jesse's "persuasion" and 
married him. One neighbor stated she 
was present at the birth of Jesse and 
Eve's daughter Mary. 


Eve Urmey (Resdence} 


Eve Urmey (Resdence} 


A description of the reason Eve married Jesse 


Edward Kindred had a great deal of useful information 


Tatham Comet) Tao cases 


This is what my tree would like like if | can prove Eve's parents 
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Mary Croucher was present at birth of Mary Callahan 


Thursday, February 28, 2013 


My WDYTYA Progress 


Series 9 (2012) 
1 Samantha Womack (15 AugUSt 


> Gregg Wi 
3 Patnck Stew i 
1 Annie Lennox (5 September ee 


hugh Denne (12 Septerp bes ess 


6 Cala imne (10 October} 


§ John Bames (17 


10 ohn Bishop (6 Decemt 


Series two (7006) 


Asogoan special 2007) 


wte 


Series four (2007) 


0 Seenes free (2000) 


Soctes soe (7009) 


Sectors teven (2010) 


The black marks represent the shows I've seen. I've managed to see a number so far. 


A goal of mine is trying to watch as many of the WDYTYA UK episodes as | can. It's a 
challenge in the US since | can't watch them at the BBC site. | check Youtube frequently for 
any | still haven't seen. The quality of the UK shows is generally excellent. 
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Happy to hear that it looks like TLC picked up the US version of WDYTYA ! 


| think I've now caught up on The Generations Project episodes. 
When nothing else is going on I've been watching Yale University Courses at Youtube. 


Sunday, February 24, 2013 


Sadistic Sunday 


> Acchitbalé Fisher 


Catherine bisher 


| have spent many an hour pondering naming patterns in families (I think some of these 
families might get sadistic pleasure watching us beat our heads against the wall looking for 
naming patterns LOL). Figuring out who belongs with who can be challenging when you have 
many individuals carrying the same first and last names. For instance | counted about 3 men 
named Andrew Forgey living not far from one another in Tennessee at the same time. All 
descended from a common Scots-lrish family, and tended to name their children from a 
selection of a few common first names. After separating the individuals based on ages and 
land purchases, spouses etc. | was then able to differentiate between them. Like | said in my 
previous posts | came to rely on naming patterns to help confirm | was tracing the family back 
correctly. | had not dealt that much with families in the latter part of the 19th century because 
my family was well documented in that time period, and | never encountered a brickwall until 
the time period before 1850. Working on someone elses brickwall at that point in time caused 
me to shift my usual techniques as far as looking at naming patterns. 

It interesting to see my early Forgey male ancestors were named after their grandfathers so 
they alternated the names every generation between Hugh and Andrew. So for 4 generations 
my ancestors were Hugh, Andrew, Hugh, Andrew (see above). 

When | collaborate with another researcher on these early lines figuring out which James or 
Andrew Forgey they are referring to can be challenging. If someone approaches me with 
very little information other than a name it can take us a while to figure who this individual is. 
Many men carried these names and they were located in many different states. 

Unusual first names have been so helpful in researching my family. The use of Lockey, 
Villourous and Vandover in the Wray family have caused that family to stick out in the crowd. 
| was wondering if the name Vashti was a peculiar family name because | just ran across that 
name recently (when | see a peculiar name | wonder if they made it up LOL). | was watching 
an episode of last years Generations Project and that name was brought up. Apparently it is 
a biblical name. So it's not a name invented by a particular family. | believe another name, 
Pulcherry, was a named invented by one of my ancestral families but | am not sure? 
According to My Heritage John , James and Mary are the most common names on my 
family tree. Mary and it's variations were often used in my family because many lines were 
Catholic. | had many Marie, Marias in Quebec and Austria. We still have a lot of males 
named James in the family. To the right is a list of names used in my family and there 
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popularity in my family 


according to My Heritige . Common first names - Male Common first names 

The larger the print the Se 

more frequently it was Andrew Charles Francois Anna Anne Catherine Eleanor 

used. George Hugh Jacob Jacques Eabeth Jeanne Margaret 
James jean John Joseph Marguerite Mans Marie 


Michel Plerre Thomas 


Vaan Mary Nancy Rachel 


Rebecce Satah 


I've always enjoyed studying and sometimes laughing at the first names I've run across doing 
my research. Names like Missy Moffat make research entertaining. 


EORGEY. James (ABT [226-21] FEB 1920) 

FORGE. tenes (ABT 1818-UNKNOWN) 

PORGEY. eee (BET 1760 AND 1770-3803} 

EQORGEY. James (1858- UNKNOWN) 

BORGEY. demos (18 AUG 1797-10 OCT 1835) 

PORGEY., laws. A (ABT 1858-UNKNOWN) 

EQRGEY tenes A (1803-UNKNOWN) 

BORGEY Jeers A (-UNKNOWN) 

EORGEY James A (Private-) 

EQRGEY tenes Alien (AST 1816-15 NOV 1877) 

FORGEY. Jeemes Chitstogthes (Priviate-) 

EQRGEY. hemes Cocnelins (22 MAR 1873.29 DEC 1945) 
ORGEY 2 Emi (29 APR 1895-DEC 1983) 

FORGEY. James F (ABT 1840-UNKNOWN) 

EORGEY. Jnmess George (19 JUL 1925-AFT 2010) 

FORGEY Jeenes Greenfield (9 AUG 1848-UNKNOWN) 

FORGEY James H (ABT [$53-1919) 

EORGEY. Jee: Harold (ABT 1910-UNKNOWN) 

FORGEY. Jeeues Homey (12 JAN 1810-14 DEC 1900) 

EORGEY. James Hugh (18 AUG 1864-15 JAN 1937) 

RORGEY hemes i (ABT L847-UNKNOWN) 

FORGEY. Jewes M (1837-UNKNOWN)} 

EQRGEY. dames, Cikers (Private -) 

FORGEY. Jarpes Pong (Private-} 

FORGEY. Jaeees Randel (Private) 

PORGEY. JIL James Bevnaids (APR 1854-UNKNOWN) 

EORGEY. Uh Jame Pevuells (13 SEP 1886-30 JUN 1931) 

EQORGEY. James Revnalds (23. 3AN 1809-6 DEC £853) 

EORGEY. James Staniey (Private-) 

FORGES. lees W (ABT MAY $660-LNKNOWN) 


Here are a few of the James Forgeys from Carla Rotmans' site 


Posted by Annette at 10:30 AM Nocomments: [| 


Newer Posts Home Older Posts 


Subscribe to: Posts (Atom) 


Watermark theme. Powered by Blogger. 
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[oo More @gmail.c Dashboard Sign Out 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Saturday, February 23, 2013 


Nobody is helping with names! 


First names are quite helpful in tracing families in early America. | have noticed that the 
immigrant generations to America generally used traditional family names when it came to 
naming their children. After about 3 generations they no longer followed the traditional 
patterns of naming. It did vary according to ethnicity and the inclinations of individual families. 
| was a little skeptical that James Forgety might be the son of Bartholomew and Virginia 


because none of his children carried these names. When | looked at his likely siblings none Search This 

of them used their parents names either. | then remembered that around the turn of the Blog 

twentieth century none of my families used names previously used by the family either. They 
began using names popular at the time. Below are 4 generations in my family. The images 

ean be enlarged by elening on eM In the eal tt Century it was popular to name . My Blog List 
children after famous figures in military and political life. It was also popular to name children 

after the parents themselves, and their grandparents. By the end of the 19th Century none of 

the early names were carried on in my family. Geneabloggers 

My Forgey grandparents used popular names such a Edna, and they decided to name all the Blogiversary 


Spotlight: Empty 


boys names beginning with a C. So we have Cecil Clair, Charles Lynn (my grandfather), and ane magenta 
Claude Applewhite. Later my Aunt Diane Kapple decided to name all her children names Family Tree 
beginning with J. We have James, Judy. Jerry, and John. So these naming practices no 2 days ago 


longer aid in placing individuals in families. If | don't find similar names to previous 
generations | am no longer skeptical. 
Arlene Eakle's 
Tennessee Blog 
The DAR, The 
WPA, and your 
Genealogy 
3 years ago 


Followers 
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Here we see some traditional Scots-lrish first names used by an immigrant family. 


‘Father Hage Forges! ® 
a et 1° lewlere”* 


ais i 
tet Tht wed YES) [Hive Cows Teer 


Aiden Forpe (t 13-18) 
= Macguct Payee (14). 255 
Mocks: Catherine Pinter™* 


+ 


} 


« Hi sa fee. Vag COA 
-— |) decsBatt Focger 


Elance Falta (235 1280 
M1 BD Row, Vege EA" 


iieeron ee Dat aloe Sqe 


Bt IRE [Havas Cours, Teneenane 
tet Ss0nvd UF 0 [rete 


rm 
RactelUsineen(1907- 
i ; 


Here we see Hugh and Catherine using the names of their parents i.e. Archibald and Andrew. 


te ET, CA 


Miron 2 ZL»: 
2 


oN ee eS 
Ces ane - Eaa® crap 


Here we see Andrew and Anna passing along several family names. Hugh the oldest is named after his 
grandfather. Jacob Roller Forgey is named after his grandfather whose surname was Roller and First name 


Jacob. George, Eleanor, Elias were siblings of Anna Roller/Forgey. 
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Sela | 
a oo. || Mea View my complete 
eg GO. Qicmeg bette profile 
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ay Me ef. 


This is my great-grandfather an his family in 1910 Jackson County, Indian. None of these names come from 
previous generations. 


Thursday, February 21, 2013 


Inference to the best explanation 


4 


James Reynolds Forges 
Hamblen, TN 


James "Jim" Forgety 
jefferson, TN 
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US 1900 c sus Hawkins 


Es ern a 


US 1900 Census Hawkins, TN 


US 1900 Census Russell, VA 


In philosophical reasoning inference to the best explanation means that your conclusion may 
or may not be correct. At this point placing James Forgety with the Pulaski, VA family seems 

like the most logical placement. This may turn out to be true of false? | laid out other possible 
parents earlier. A DNA test would rule out the Forgey family if one of the Forgetys would take 
the time to test. A $39 12 marker Y DNA test would be enough. 

This is what we definitely know about James Forgety. 


1. He married in Hawkins County, TN on 18 March 1879. That is the earliest date we can 


find him there. 
3/17 
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2. In 1880 he is in Bristol, Washington County, VA. His likely brother Samuel was also in 
Washington County, VA in 1880. His likely brother John was in Bristol, Washington 
County, VA in 1900. 
3. In 1900 he is back in Hawkins County, TN living not far from Ellen Forgarty likely sister. 


4. We know he was not James Reynolds Forgey as he was previously identified as being. 
The above grave markers attest to the fact that James Forgety died in 1921 in 
Jefferson County, TN and James Reynolds Forgey died in neighboring Hamblen 
County, TN in 1936. 


We still have the discrepancy regarding the fact that James Forgety always states his father 
was born in Tennessee. Another discrepancy is the fact that Ellen Fogarty of Hawkins 
County, TN is enumerated with a Sallie Fogarty in 1880 which | can't place. It's possible this 
is actually Virginia? It's also possible Batholomew Forgaty remarried, and married someone 
named Sallie between 1870-1880? Below are the 1880 Census snippets for Sallie and Ellen 
1880, Ellen 1900, Ellen 1910. Sallie disappears after 1880. 
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Saturday, February 16, 2013 


Evidentia Sifts Through Data 
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I've been trying to place Jame Forgety with his correct family. For years he was placed in the 
James Forgey and Rachel Miller family which turned out to be wrong. The Forgety family 
seemed to appear out of nowhere in 1880. Since they had to come from somewhere every 
piece of info on them had be analyzed for clues. 

| was just recently introduced to the Evidentia program through some of DearMyrtle's 
webinars on the subject. The program allows you to enter claims made by documents. Every 
document collected for an ancestor can contain numerous claims about that person from 
birth to parentage and many others. 

A wonderful feature of the programs allows you to float the claims box over each document 
so you can easily capture every claim on that document (see above). This process can bring 
out facts that you had not noticed. | hadn't noticed that James Forgety signed his marriage 
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spell his name so that is likely why so many 180 UG Cereus Washington County, VA 
different spellings were used. | decided to catalog ewer 
all the spellings | found of the surname. When | i ay 
did this | noticed that the name was unlikely ever <2 aye seneyy 
spelled Forgey. The spelling was most often = 
Forgaty or Forgety. This is also the spelling used 
for the Pulaski County, VA family. The Pulaski 
County family surname was sometimes spelled poonoresonamam je mEH/ ance a 
Forgarty, Fogarty, and one time Forgatine. So \eae 
phonetically it was generally For with optional ersiainpaite i tt 
endings. | generated the report below from . eee ene 
Evidentia. Ines Fras bom 
ne ete 
See cusom Crom Cemtiin Det itn 
alll 
ain in full foree and virtue. 
thas of is 77 
we ee Lx i a 
42 MZ Z PIPE Ls tna] 


Now | am taking a closer look at the Pulaski County, VA 
family of Bartholomew and Virginia Forgaty. They did 
have a son James. His spouse's name and whereabouts 


Bartholomew Forgety 


after 1870 are unknown? 

The man we know to be our James Forgety states his 

occupation as farm laborer in 1880. The James Fogarty we find in the 1870 Pulaski County, 
VA Census with his parents Bartholomew and Virginia was also listed as a farm laborer. So 
we have a match there. 

| found Samuel Forgety possible brother of James living in Washington County, VA in 1880 
and Russell County, VA in 1900. | found possible brother John living in Washington County, 
VA 1900. Samuel's parents were generally stated as being born in Virginia. John stated that 
his mother was born in Virginia and father in Ireland. Their likely sister Ellen always stated 
both parents were born in Virginia. James' parents were generally stated as being from 
Tennessee. He does allude to Virginia origins a couple of times, and actually did live in 
Virginia in 1880. So why don't nearly all of Bartholomew Forgaty's descendants admit he was 
born in Ireland? Maybe he wasn't and the two Censuses he appears on are wrong? It's also 
likely there may have been some discrimination against Irish Catholics in this Southern area? 
| don't know anything about how the Irish were treated in Virginia and Tennessee at the turn 
of the twentieth century? 

Doing this kind of microscopic analysis of each docment has helped me to come to a 
preliminary conclusion which is that the most likely parents of James Forgety are 
Bartholomew Forgety and Virginia Bateman of Pulaski County, VA. 
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@ The 29090 US Census Havkins ¢ y, INST) eamerts 
that the name its speties Hae This asseztion is 
nov associated with othe S. This assertion 
haz not been reviewed. 


© The L860 US Censuo Washingte ty, vat asserts 
that the named is spelied This assertion is 
Not associated with other cro. This assertion 


has not been reviewed. 


@ The 1910 US Census Havkin Co 7, Tennesace ‘*t 
asserts that nane speited (Oued Th assertion is 
NOt assoritated with other - This assertion 
has nor been revlewed. 


© The 2530 US Cenes erson County, tu'°? asserts 
that name *peiiea EOS 72> assertion ia not 
assoctated with ts. This essertion has 
not been reviewed. 

e@ The Jemes Forgety end Sarah Jene Menuel Marriage 
tertificate ‘++! that © is spelied two 
different way: on Gocument. 
James Forgety is assertion is 
NOt associate 9. Thin assertion 
has got been reviewed, 


© The James Forgety ané Leu Florence Walker Marriage 


Lice - Copy'™*! asserts that name spelled 
This assertion is not associated with other 
ers. This assertion has pot been reviewed. 


Wednesday, February 6, 2013 


Would the real parents of James Forgety 
please step forward 


A misidentification occurred when someone mixed up a James Forgety with the correct son 
of James R. Forgey Sr. and Rachel Miller, i.e. James R. Forgey Jr.. Both of these married 
women named Louise. James Forgety married Lulu Walker and James R. Forgey married 
Lulu Taylor. These, however, are two different men confirmed by the both marriage info and 
then names of their children. 

There is a family tradition in the Forgety family that there was a family feud which resulted in 
the name being changed from Forgey to Forgety. One of James Forgey's daughters maiden 
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name was misspelled Forgety on her 
marriage record. | am not finding a 
perfect fit for this James Forgety in the 
Forgey family. If they are indeed 
related to the Forgey family it could be 
the result of illegitamacy or maybe a 
feud resulted in the lack of recognition 
by the family of a son? DNA may 
prove or disprove the link to the 
Forgey family. 

I've seen James Forgety's named 
spelled as Forgarty, Fogarty, and the 
spelling that became the standard 
spelling Forgety. I've never seem it 
a Forgey. 
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The First Marriage of James rstety was to Sarah Manuel in 1879 NOT CORRECT SON OF JAMES FORGEY 
AND RACHEL MILLER 


1900 James R. Forgey CORRECT SON OF JAMES FORGEY AND RACHEL MILLER 
Our first candidate 
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1) Now that we've reviewed everything we know about James Forgety we need to find the best match for his 
parents. | believe John Forgey and Jane Weeks would be the best match if the family tradition about the name 
change is true. James stated both parents were born in Tennessee so this would be a good match. 
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John Forgey McMinn, Tennessee (James Forgety lived in Hawkins County, TN which was the original area of 
settlement for this Forgey family of McMinn, TN) 


Our second candidate 


2) Bart. and Virginia Fogerty of Pulaski, Virginia. | found an Ellen Forgarty on the 1900 
Census for Hawkins County, TN. She states she was born in Virginia in 1862. She also states 
she is single. It's possible that she married and divorced and changed her name back to her 
maiden name because | found a marriage for her also. It looks like | found her family (Bart. 
and Virginia) in Virginia and she did have a brother James. He was 14 in 1870. | have seen 
James year of birth as anywhere from 1847 to 1863? The problem with this is the fact that 
James Forgety most often said he was born in Tennessee other than the on the 1880 Census 
when Virginia was listed. He always stated his parents were born in Tennessee, never Ireland 
as Virginia and Bart said they were. said they were from. Also we don't have a similar naming 
pattern. 


Sean Ora aA nae 2 & 


Ellen Forgarty 1900 Census Hawkins County, TN 


groomsname: John T. Fitzgerald 
grooms birth date 
groon’s birthplace 
groom's age 
brde’sname: Ellen Fogerty 
bride's birth date 
bride's birthplace 
bride's age 
marriage date: 18 Sep 1881 
marriage place’ Sullivan. Tennessee 
groom's father's name 


groom's mothers name 


NPP AL 


Pa 


We see Ellen had a brother James who would have been about the correct age for our James Forgety (1870 Census 


Pulaski, Virginia) 


Our third Candidates 
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3) Another possible match would be James Fogarty and Susan. In 1880 James Forgety was 
living in Washington County, VA. This family also had connections to this area.Most of their 
children were born in Tennessee as James said he was. | have not found a Census for them 
in the time period when James would have been in their household. In 1880 James is listed 
as being born in Virginia. The problem here is they may have already had a son named 
James David which would have been a different person. At least his marriage record states 
his name was Jas. David which | am assuming is James? He is generally referred to as 
David in Census records.Another problem is James Forgey Sr. was born in Ireland which 
was never listed as James Porgety's. father's birthplace. 


James Fogarty family 1900 Census Sullivan pata TN ae Hawkins eeeies aN 


Our Fourth Candidates 


4) Another possibility would be that the family is related through slavery. Meaning this family 
might have a Mulatto ancestor descended from James Forgey's line. The elder James 
Forgey did own slaves. It appears that his former slaves did adopt the name Forgey. It's 
interesting that a Mulatto named Lizzie Forgey also married into the Manuel family i.e. Lizzie 
Forgey to William Manuel. This marriage occurred around the same time as that of Sally 
Manuel to James Forgety. 
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Mulatto es Famity 1880 Hawkins County, TN William Forgey and Lizzie Manuel 


Our fifth Candidates 


5) | found this family all the way in the western most part of Tennessee which would have 
been quite far away from Jame Forgety in far eastern Tennessee. | did think it was interesting 
that William Fogarty was born in Tennessee in 1798. There is a James Fogarty listed with 
him born about 1852 Tennessee. William and Frank were also names sons of our James 
Forgety. 
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William Fogarty was said to have been born in Tennessee in 1798 according to the 1870 Census 


Missing records in Tennessee and Virginia is making the proper identification difficult. | think DNA is the onl way 
to go? 


Thursday, January 31, 2013 


Backtracking and Correcting/ Married at 
First or at Last 


Page 480 » 


ee ee “ee ae See 


Bundle marked “Deeds not fully proved,” County Court, 1710.—Carter, 
Peter Randolph, and Munford Benes, agreement, 
Bundle of old papers unmarked, County Court.—-Sarah, wife of Ezekiel 


Gilliam. Margaret, wife of Samuel Retiioon. Ann, wife of —— Barmet. 
Rebecca, wife of ero ge Ruth, wife of oat sere Mary, wife 
of —— McKni 1, wife of —— Mc 


Bundle of old pa unmarked, County Court.— oh n Alor and Mary, of 
Alethorp County, rgia. John ieeas and Barbara, of Wilkes County, 


QCanareia Manew Dace ( Dace\ and Cathasina af W/itlawe Coasnter Cancaia 


Digging deeper and verifying the info I've found I've 


ae Scotch-Irish Settlement 
encountered those pesky errors which if perpetuated . 


throw everyone off, and result in lost time an money. VIRGINIA 
EXTHACTED PHOM THT, ORKAUNAL COURT KmOOHnS OF 
AUGUSTA COUNTY 
: . , 1743-1800 
1. The first error can be filed under don't believe 

everything you read. Mistakes can appear even in LYMAN CHALKLEY 
the best books. The above snippet states Rebecca alee eal 
was married to Joseph when she was actually Siete 
married to James Forgey son of Samuel Forgey. RIP ayes emt We a 


Need to strike this Joseph from my records for 
Augusta, Virginia. 

2. The next error seems to come under the heading repetition. Sometimes when 
someone is transcribing a record they may repeat a name in the wrong place. | believe 
Forgey was repeated twice at some point by someone transcribing a document. We 
know James Forgey was married to Rebecca Clements. Her sister Margaret was said 
to have been married to Samuel Forgey. Now | am finding she was likely married to 
Samuel Davidson . So it looks like there was a repetition error and his name was 
misrecorded as Forgey. So Elizabeth Forgey born 1781 may have been the daughter 
of Samuel Forgey Jr. and Martha Campbell, instead of Samuel Forgey and Margaret 


Clements. 
So now | believe | am on the right track. | am leaning 1709, 
towards believing that it is more likely than not that the netsh retire als eee 
8. omeer de 
William, Joseph, and James | have tracing are Ate Cuttilos Rteccre, tobenen, 


April 20, rants Caspar Warner wad 
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descendants of Samuel and Sara Forgy. It's seems 
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Samuel Forgy and Sara Wilson were 
married in 1762 in Paxtang, PA. You 
may say how can this be when their 
son James Forgy was born in 1752? 
The will states Sara was James 
Forgey's mother not stepmother? Well 
some people in those days could be 


said to have married at first and other married at last. Meaning some were not officially 
legally married when some of their children were born. They may have lived in backwoods 
areas where it was not easy to get a marriage performed. Some may have worried about the 
legality of a backwoods marriages and may have gone through the ceremony again later 
also? They may not have had a church wedding the first time and had a second church 
marriage? In this case they may have married in Ireland had some question about the legality 
of their marriage for some unknown reason? It's also possible that Sara was James 
Stepmother and this fact wasn't stated? 
So we have the couple Samuel and 
Sara and no William listed as a child? 
As it turns out Sara was pregnant in 
1770 when the will was written and we 


don't know the name of the child? 
Could have been our William? 
Another unknown is the names of all of Samuel Forgey II children. We also don't have the 
names of Samuel the 3rd's children. With all these unknowns it's difficult to place William, 
Joseph, and James. | believe the origins of these men will be found when we find out more 
about all of the Samuels in Samuel and Sara's line and get the name of their unborn child 


Wednesday, January 30, 2013 


Mississippi Burning/Could Grandpa's name 
be wrong? 


I've been a lot of places on the Net since my last post about the Mississippi Forgeys. My job 
as one of the unofficial Forgey genealogists means | need to place all of the early familie with 
their correct lines. This sort of one name research in early American records can be very 
interesting and lead all sorts of places; and who knows may lead to breakthroughs in my own 
line. 

So here we are a couple days later. 

This is the path | took since my last post. 


1. | looked at BLM GLO record for Mississippi and Pisa a rage canbe 

amily represented by thie well-known reacher 

H . Al of the Inelian val is of semthern extraction andl 

found this which has James Forgey and William satch soos ta en pena Seo 

. . . ing crosset the ox rom Sool 0 the 

both purchasing land in Lincoln County, Seca hae Ga te torsion 

. . . : 7 country during the turbulent period of the Revo- 

Mississippi. Under the alternate spelling Forgay we lutionary war, anit then returning from the war 

. . 7 to take up the life ef a planter. James, son of 

find all 3 men, ie Joseph, James, and William the original isumigrant. was boen and reared in 

. Kentucky, and during carly life went to Missis- 

buying land on the same day at the same land sipp ae etry amo yang appr 

tive of ecmtocky and descended rem an obf 

office. William and Joseph buy land in closest aanthere arity, Fax sous: tines be Sctiowed the 

carpenter's trade ani took contracts for putting 

proximity. Joseph buys land a little north of there. +: poe naps pet ig adr 
4 7 naan Son ootinty k netilities hy 

At this point | am ready to declare William as father SARE a eee ee 
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of both Joseph and James as per these records History of the state of California 


and the 1800, 1820 Census. ore Pleoree rea 
record of the Sierras, 


2. My case for this seemed to fall apart (crash and 
burn) at this point.| then checked for Forgay family biographies at google books. | 
found one for James Forgay's son Nathaniel B. Forgay. According to this 1906 
biography Nathaniel Forgey's grandfather was Samuel Forgey who immigrated to the 
south from Scotland and fought in the Revolutionary War. It confirms what both the 
1850 and 1860 Census say about James Forgey being born in Kentucky. It also states 
that James wife was Elizabeth Brown. There are several contradictions in facts in the 
bio. Elizabeth's birth place is given as Georgia in 1850 and 1860, and is given as 
Kentucky here. There are other factual contradictions presented here too. So we 
wonder if Samuel was actually the father of James or his grandfather? Or was the 
name Samuel wrong all together? 


3. That was yesterday; today | have searched feverishly for a Samuel in early 19th 
Century Kentucky. It was stated in the Gardner Family history that there was a Samuel 
Forgey in 1810 Kentucky? | have not found one. There is only a Samuel Faris. 

4. | then made a broader search for Samuel checking early Mississippi Territorial records 
at Ancestry.com and nothing surfaces there either. 


5. My search for Samuel's has brought me to Samuel Forgey born 1735 who married a 
Margaret Clements. This family had settled in Augusta, Virginia in the 1700's. This 
family looks very promising because they seem to have used the Forgay spelling 
sometimes. They also had associations with Buncombe, North Carolina and Kentucky. 
They may have had a son Joseph who married Rebecca Clements or he may have 
been a brother of Samuel? 


Page 480» 


of —— Me wife of —— 
Bundle of old papers u unmarked, County fy join Alor and Mary, of 
Alethorp County, Georgie. Joho } Haoosn. and Ba of Wilkes Comer, 
Canreis asst nthe 
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Rebecca, wile of Jose toe Ruth, wife ,! es Davidson. Mary, wie wife 


Joseph Forgay Augusta County, VA after 1759 (Children of Jacob Clements listed) 
Chronicles of the Scotch-Irish settlement in Virginia, extracted from the original court records of Augusta County, 
1745-1800 


So it looks like Samuel Forgey/ Forgay of Augusta, VA had a daughter Elizabeth born 1781? 
and a son named Joseph born quite a bit earlier? Or Jospeh was a brother of Samuel? 

Still a lot to do on this. | am just going where it leads me. It reminds me of when | learned 

to ride a bike. My father said "keep pedaling don't stop." If you stop you lose momentum and 
may fall off. 


5/1/1833 733 Washington OOSN - 007E NW 


§B) ROBINSON, HENRY 
FORGEY, WILLIAM 6/7/1821 29 Ss Washington OOSN - OO7E 
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[8] FoRGAY, JAMES 2/27/3841 
msi200.994 «= IB) Foray, 20SEPH 2/27/1841 
[B] FORGAY, JOSEPH 2/27/3841 
MSi120 924 | IB). FORGAY, WILLIAM 2/27/3841 


MSUi20 209 [Bl Forcay, WiILLiam 2/27/1541 
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MS367 233 IVES, THOMAS B, 11/10/1840 
[Bl] FORGAY, JOSEPH 


Choctave 


Choctaw 


Choctaw 


hoctaw 
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Carrol 


Montgomery 


Montgomery 


Montgomery 


Montgomery 


Grenada 


William and Joseph's land is grouped together in the Corner of the township and James land is North pink box. 


Monday, January 28, 2013 


Mired in Mississippi 
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Still searching Mississippi for Forgeys and trying to figure out where William of Pike County 
fits? | have mapped out all Forgey families in Mississippi so | can identify any who do no 

belong to any particular line. In searching records and trying to place individuals I've located 
two more men who no one has been able to link to an existing line. These men were James 


and Joseph who appeared on the 1830 Census for Choctaw County Mississippi. 


James is said to have been married to 
Elizabeth Brown who was said to have 
been born in Georgia according to the 
1850 Census. James was said to 
have been born in Kentucky in 

1850. His son gave his birthplace as 
Mississippi. They line later spelled the 
name Forgay. 


It appears Joseph was likely a son of William of Pike 
County becasue he was married in nearby Lawrence 
County in 1818. He married a Winney Massey who 
probably was born in Georgia? It appears that William, of 
Pike, had two sons so both James and Joseph may have 
been his sons. The 1850 Census for James may have 
been in error? Someone posted that he may have been 
born in Georgia and his son said Mississippi? 

According to the 1800 Census William had one son. 

In 1820 it appears there was another 
son who was between 0-16 yrs. old. 
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spelling Forgay. So he may be from a 


Nathaniel Forgay was a Miner in Plumas California 1860 
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completely different line, and from a different region of Ireland? Different regional dialects 
resulted in different spellings. James Forgay's descendants settled in Scott County, Arkansas 
and Plumas, California. According to the 1880 Census Nathaniel's father James was born in 
Mississippi (Sounds like he may have made out alright with his mining he now has servants). 


I've made some progress and hope that these Forgey/ Forgays are eventually placed in their 
proper line! 


Friday, January 25, 2013 


Finding Cousins at Facebook 


Herren Agnes Hoge Pieereeebtierys Has ewe oe Hetated wet Mesbent af Wiebe at 


cgatan Pp 
Rusty. A Sopith a SS ; 


If you've lost contact with members of your extended family a good way to reestablish contact 
is to find them at Facebook. It's a good way to get reacquainted and share family info. 
Finding family with common names can be tricky. Not everyone posts a picture of themselves 
as a profile picture either, making the process of finding them more tricky even. The best way 
to narrow down the correct person would be to know their associates and check their list of 
friends for known other family members and associates. To find names of family and other 
associates check US Search . This site lists family members living and deceased who have 
lived with the person at some point in time. It also lists roommates in the related with section. 
If you can not find the person you are looking for you may find someone they are related with 
according to US Search. You may be able to reestablish contact through that channel. 

Since the younger generation uses Facebook most it might be easiest to look for someone in 
the Teen to Twenty something generation. | did this just yesterday, and found it useful several 
times before. | have about 30 something cousins, and | can remember all their names (most 
of the time LOL). | have trouble, however, with remembering their childrens names (my head 
is filled with so many names, and the hundreds of ancestors I've found LOL). The US Search 
related with feature has helped me find their names on several occasions. | seldom fail to find 
that generation at Facebook. When you find them sometimes their parents are also their 
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friends, and you may even find their grandparents are their friends. 


Sunday, January 20, 2013 


A tangle of ee "William Forgey" 
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Abbeville, South Carolina 1800 


William Forgey came up as a distant Pitzer Uitte ivi HE by Tilbsvi= 
DNA match to a cousin (Nan Harvey). os vite ferrthn ftely Hist tie sone pearvisa 
P : He as x ce Bik en Ovbe SF Lb 2 Reel ER 
This man is a mystery | hadn't run fe Ms oe pee ee ve fey D Heb styp 
across before. He was born, et pe en Vise Wt. pale san Ge «, j a oma | 
: : ‘ Steg. & pimcltrle gre Aet te Aotsect v pga we 
according to one tree, in 1753 in aii, aaa: ea <e 
Jee af Aisrete ie ag Oey woes A Patel : uate white 
South Carolina and married Mary Lael eertbeee sher€ én Cale CoS, apmtira wa 


Re oT He ae) +» Mey Melek, ait, ee hE 


Gouge in 1778 in North Carolina. ial fiacnlast: gests Me potas ag oh ge F hot 


They have him dying in 1796. Much of 
this seems to be wrong. If he was the 
same man who lived in Pike County, Mississippi in 1820 he didn't die in 1796. Someone has 
a letter stating that William Forgey relocated to Pike County, Mississippi from Abbeville, 
South Carolina in the early 1800's. 

Looking around the area | see several possible lines he may relate to. If he was in fact 
married in North Carolina he could be another son of Samuel Forgey. 

Another possibility is he was an immigrant to South Carolina and not born there at all as 
suggested in one of the Census records? There was a William Forgey in Gloucester, New 
Jersey in 1795? 

He may also be related to John a7 as NA 
Forgey who was a Justice of the # 
Peace in Elbert County, Georgia in 
the 1790's? | believe this John also 
went by the name Fergus and Forgus 
and had a brother named James, and 
may also have had a brother William? 
These men fought in the 
Revolutionary War in South Carolina. 


It's interesting that John's name was ( 
spelled Forgey several times? | do Elbert, Abeville and Laurens (where Samuels descedants lived) 
now wonder if they are related to my 

family since they lived in Cumberland and Chester County, PA? Elbert, Georgia is not far 
from Abbeville, South Carolina. 

Here is what I've collected about James and John Fergus sometimes Forgey. According to 
this James has a brother who resided in South Carolina. He went to join his unnamed brother 
during the Revolutionary War. 
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He gives his parents as John and Martha of Chester County, PA ( James Forgey also lived in 
Chester County, PA). 
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Residences of John Fergus (Forgey). He later lived in Monroe County, Tennessee. 
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[oo More annettekapple@gmail.com Dashboard Sign Out 


AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Sunday, January 13, 2013 


My genealogy Goals Status 
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Genealogy 
3 years ago 
Followers 


2012 has been a very productive year with many breakthroughs! | continue to search for 
anything new on the internet regarding any line. | tend to go with the flow and grab any new 
tidbit that presents itself. 

| do also have focused goals.Here are some | plan | working on this years. 


1. | found additional info on Eva Urmey's family in the War of 1812 Pension files. | need 
more information to establish her parents for certain. 
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2. | found William Owens' mother Francis' maiden 
name (Watkins). This will hopefully lead me to 
extend her line? 


3. | will be continuing to research the Owens line 
also. 


4. | recently found out my great grandfather William 
Forgey spent 2 years out west. | would like to find 
out where in the west he was? 


5. | will try to make some progress on my Nicaraguan line. 
6. As more War of 1812 files are uploaded | will be searching more of those files. 


7. | hear deeds are soon to be posted at Familysearch.org. | will be searching those when 
available. 


How I've been doing with last years goals: 


1. | still have not found the purchase deed for Hugh Forgey's property in Flat Creek, Knox 
County, TN. He probably purchased the land in the 1780's or 1790's? Will attempt to find 
the deed. This goal has nor been met. I did make additional efforts to find the deed. No luck. 


2. | would like to collect more maps of the areas where my ancestors lived. | especially 
would like to get a better map of the Possum Creek area of Hawkins County and Flat 


Creek area of Knox County, TN. J 21ade great progress with dhis goal in 2012. I made plat maps for 
many properties and got a beer idea dhe locations. 


3. | will Keep googling my family names in hopes of someone posting transcriptions of 
letters or diaries. I've pretty much exhausted currently available on bive at the 


; ‘ 2012 was a great year in dis 
government level so private sources could be best in the TULUFE regard. Sie noaiy ta Mii, 


4. | plan on ordering a copy of the Deeds Index for Maury County, TN. I've looked some 


court records for that area but didn't find anything useful (someone reminded | can order 
; Wrore to Maury Counry bur they were nor able to locate any deeds for 
the film online. Jota Fongey. 


5. | need to keep checking the Newspaper project for Tennessee which still has not been 
completed. | am hoping the early Knoxville Gazette will be available online soon. This 


should be a great source for the early history of the area. Did nor find anything useful in 
Tennessee newspapers bur did find 
6. | need to fix some gedcom problems. sav working on some very helpful Indiana papers 


aus 
| plan on continuing to work on my family history book/report. Finished up my book. Was so 
py with how it murned out. 


8. | will move over to Clermont, Ohio and do some more research on Nancy Melvin-Hicks. | 


j i for the FHfave not 
would love to find an obituary for her. Tooking ayough newspapers for the area, Have no 


9 | still have not found the death years for Patrick Mullen and Mary Huvane in Ireland (my 
great great-grandparents). Carrying shis goal into the New Year 


10. | have a long genealogy book reading list | hope to get through this year. 1 4sve done 


11. More Forgey/Forgety DNA testers would be nice! oor 
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Post Pearl Harbor Instructions for 
Californians 


My mother was living in La Puente, California with her parents when the attack on Pearl 
Harbor occurred. She said that she was frightened and it was a very stressful time. 
| found these instructions published in a Torrance, California newspaper after Pearl Harbor. 


The December 10 false alarm resulted in anti-craft fire. 

On December 10, thousands of Los Angeles residents mistook a tremen- 
dous electrical storm for a Japanese attack. The next day, Fourth Army head- 
quarters claimed, “The main Japanese battle fleet is 164 miles off San 
Francisco. General alert of all units.” Those living near the beach in Santa 
Cruz, Carmel, and Pebble Beach were briefly evacuated, and the army pre- 
pared to blow up the 6,000-foot long Summit railroad tunnel through the 
Santa Cruz mountains, opening the way into San Francisco. The alert 
proved to be a false alarm, and the tunnel was spared. “Had che Japs only 
known,” said General Joseph Stilwell, I Corps Commander, “they could 
have landed anywhere on the coast, and after our hatful of ammunition was 
gone, they could have shot us like pigs in a pen.” The following day the army 
command ordered a blackout from San Diego to Boulder City and Las Vegas, 
Nevada. In Hawaii, where martial law had been proclaimed, soldiers in Hon- 
olulu found themselves delivering babies of women unable to reach hospitals 
because of the blackours. 
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Saturday, December 1, 2012 


Everyones dying....Don't Panic! 


hs and Sneezes 
Spread Diseases 


(Oy 


ud ‘34 
rf 


As Dangerous as n Gas She 


mS ~A7.1) OE & 


755 - 
gs ‘ . 78h 


ANI : 


Do Not Fear When Fighting a 
German or a Germ! 
Br Dn. M. COOK. 


The cool Sghter always wins and 40 

ie no need to become panic 
ken, Avoid fear and crowds. Ex- 

in the fresh air and practice the 
O’s: A Clean Mouth, a Clean 
Skin and Clean Bowels. To carry off 
the poisons that accamulate within the 


one Is made up of May-apple, leaves of 
aloe, root of jalsp, and is to be had 
at any drag store, and called “ Plearant 
Purgative Pellets.” 


This was the mantra in 1918 "Don't — 


Panic". Why? Because it might hurt FREETOWN. 
the war effort. The media tried to play Salt Creek Townstup, 
the flu epidemic down, but it was like ———— 
hiding an elephant in the living room. Prank Lane, of Terre Haute, visit- 
: ed friends here Sunday and Monday. 

There was so much sickness and There was no church or Sunday 
dying going on in Jackson County, school a here Sunday on ac- 
Indiana in the Fall of 1918 it's hard to count of the epidemic, 

ee | The public school cloved here last 
keep up with it all. Don't know if there Tuesday for . fod 
are any figures on the death totals in There i, ayy at pres- 
Jackson County, Indiana? ent that there seems to be nothing 


else to write about. 


Pale Horse Pale Rider is a great semi autobiographical novel about the epidemic in the US 
(see book below). 
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— DEATHS IN SAME FAMILY 
Two denths in the family of Sara 
uel Soott, one and a half miles 
north vf Freetown, occurred yeate:- 
day. Onc was a fifteen-year-old son 
and the other a daugliter, aged ten. 
They were beth Or) pou 
|monia, following and died 
within two hours ef each other. 
In addition to this affliction Mr. 
Scott had the misfortane of his 
‘| best horse breaking its ler Monday 
and it liad to be Kkitled. He is an 
honest and industrious man and the 
[citizens of Freetown and vicinity are 
sony 2 lo raise % subscription to 
y him another harse. 


BY TAIVESIVULY OF COCK INDUEDEE, ~< 

_ “In eS & person taken sick 
with feels sick rather sud- 
devly. weak, bas pains in the 
eyes, ears, head or back, und may be, 
sore ali over, Many patients feel 
Olaxy, some vomit. Most of the pa-) 
tients complain of feeling chilly, and’ 
with this comes a fever In which the| 
temperature rises to 100 to 104. In 
most cases the pulse remaing relattye- 
ly slow, : 


oS ou alt FOCVUIUSL WLie SERVUEnN Lime 

rae w requi 

i: capeete ol desman Se te By nis tang 
| mediately, and birth rts within 
36 hours 


after birth. ties and 
"\untertakers are u tly asked 
| promptly in th certificates. 


; its Jackson county with delayed birth 
, or death reports. It is humiliating to 

| the commissioner who wants to put 
''and keep our county at the front 
Lin prompely reporting. Old Jackson 
* | county the reputation of going 
| over the top in all war work asked 
| her. So let us not be negligent, care- 
) less or indifferent, but make Jackson 
: eounty the healthiest and most law 
abiding county in the state, 

Doctors, your united support ix 
_learnestly solicited. We thank you 
': for promptly reporting cases of in- 
‘) fluenza during this epidemic. 

; Yours For Health 
‘4 R. MeCORMICK, M. D. 
HEALTH OFFICER. 


3 | _—e.!|_—_—_—_—"-—_ 
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Thursday, November 29, 2012 


They Farmed... what else? 


Gladys, Agnes, James E., Ruth, Leander, & John Forgey - 1900 | 
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| have had difficulty telling the story of my Jackson County, Indiana ancestors. They didn't 
fight off indians, the Civil War wasn't fought there. It wasn't the site of any major historic 
events. I've seen signs like nothing happened here in such and such year, which could be a 
sign found in Jackson County. 

On a family level | know major life events occurred here. Such events were seldom recorded. 
Diaries, letters and so on are generally the places we find these events recorded. | have a 
transcript of one letter, that of Isis Browning-Forgey, with instructions she wanted carried out 
after her death. My family lived in a small town so these events also often made news and 
were recorded in the local Brownstown Banner Newspaper under such headings as 
"Freetown facts and fancies". Thankfully these newspapers have been digitized to the year 


1923. 
After reading the available papers | now have a much better ———— = 
unriais in ISS4, 
i i i Retween January 1, 1834, an Janvary | 
picture of my ancestors lives. The Forgeys in Jackson County 5 taok Sate We ket hee 
. . a Hovotes eprom! attention to undertak- 
were primarily descendants of Hugh Forgey and Elizabeth lng, (Nscicingl ‘adhsln wad’ ents tec 
a= tlie following persons, who departed 
Wray. A son of Hugh's brother, James Forgey, William was a TE ees, | 
blacksmith in Seymour. eu. & Gaslgn Tiegh cats 
: : r : Feb. 6. Mra Jumes Bosley, 
| am still trying to amalgamate everything I've found into a Veh 8. Sie Jet Kewby, 
Fol. 18. Mita Vitlige Ebljuck wood, 
unified story. My impression of the people of Jackson County is anette bert ae 
; ; . Fel. 17. Mary J. Loeatart’s ciltd. 
that of a practical, pragmatic people. They didn't have many Fob. 18 BE Whiteome' ebiid. 
Mar. §& Ben ‘ 
material possessions. They often lived below there means. They esi ese eon 
worked hard and enjoyed visiting family and friends during their as Die mean | 
: 2 : % Apr. 1. Nauey Cockerbom. 
free time. Hunting, Fishing and Sunday Baseball games (Red Apr. a. Calvin Baker's itd 
Apr. 5 oho Crumb. 
Forgey was a pitcher) were also pastimes they enjoyed. Aah oem aie. 
Contagious disease was a major cause of death in early times Aer By. Gearse Totem Gonna. 
: : sei 7 : a Apr. 2). Joseph Grifiin'’s child, 
up to the early twenties. Without antibiotics entire families were Stay 14. James Maly 
May 33. Moves N. Sewell’s child, 
wiped out by disease. There was a high child mortality rate as See one 
- ; June ll, T. Barkman's child. 
can be seen In the list of deaths for 1884. Gia 20, Mise Clara Marquart, 
Jaty 1. Mra, John Beott 
i i July 11. James Waymon's ohitd. 
The people of Jackson County, in general, were very receptive Sear ar: Soman th hone enta. 
7 2 oer As . Mary Ackley. 
to new technology. They installed electrical wiring and phones Aha 18, nce Robeetnsit child 
. Aug. 2. Mary Worts’ child, 
as soon as they could afford to. Complaints were lodged when Aug. 28 Mrs, Nancy Cummings, 


the phone company raised it's rates from 50 cents a year to $3 

per year an increase of 600 percent. Cline Forgey signed the 

complaint. The switchboard for the phone company was is Rinda Denny's house. The job of 
operator was a 24/7 job. An alarm would go off when there was a call at night. 

I seers tne any Forgeys nad Rill Ferny has arrived home fram 
strained family relationships? Maybe lowa, he stag danke — ret 
ee eer ae |e Bovs do not always know what is the 
the belief in strict discipline and the best for them. His fathor has aul will 


never ending farm chores caused rifts. do a god part by him, if he will seltle 
| noticed Hugh Forgey did not refer to eg Wado ype ve goon igen We 
Leander and William as beloved sons andes = whet 

in his will? He referred to others in 

such a way. The newspapers seem to support a less than close relationship between father 
and sons. It appears that Hugh traveled to Arkansas and Oregon without the family. William 
Forgey disappeared at one point without notifying his family. He also spent time in lowa as a 
teenager. It was implied that he was difficult to handle, and needed to apply himself more to 
his studies? 

It was interesting to find some health 
history too. It surprised me to find out 
that my great-grandfather was 
diagnosed with heart trouble in 1900. 
It's hard to say whether that was an 
accurate diagnosis. His son, my 
grandfather, also had heart trouble. 


on-oieeticim® | 


Will (Spud) Vorgey has been saffer- 
ing the past two weeks with a seyere 
attack of beart tronble. Dr. Cum- 
mings, of Brownstown, le giving bim 
treatment. ' 
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He had to have a pacemaker. My Great-Grandmother Isis and her daughter Edna had 

Diphtheria in 1900. It was said they had it again? 

There was talk about my great-grandfather William (Spud) Forgey opening a combination 

furniture and undertaking establishment. | don't think this ever happened? He was going to 

go into business with a brother-in-law. 

My grandfather shows up in the paper as De aes ype ment 

it aaa in 1923 ica sa actually : Bey Forgty, wiged nae boon hie wR 
est for the past nine years, is here 


visitipg relatives and friends. 


Charles Lynn Forgey). He was apparently 
hiding his identity so my grandmother 
wouldn't find him. | had no idea he had 


. . oe : . | can Sach Things Bel = 
returned to Indiana in 1923 to visit his family. He also went We have it from good authority that 


a uumber of minors, several of thew 


to Detroit to visit brother George (Claude). | don't know how still ju thir teeas, were intoxicated on 


Saturday evening. They are all sons 


the visit went but he returned to California and in 1925 his of respectable parents, who are proba- 

: ek : : dly in ignorance af the step their bors 

wife and daughter joined him. Sounds like he was | haise-talces te: the Aivention of rela sue 

“ : . filegradation.  Durir the past six 

separated from his wife, my Grandmother, and his Lcecithe sox-idne Waesk or tense boys 

2. and young taen imbibing ib that which 

daughter, my mother, from 1923 to 1925. There isn't any “pitett like a serpeat and stiogeth like 

F . : A A an adder’ than came to our cars in six 

mention of my grandfather's service in the Marines in the soars preceding. ‘That person who sells 

: lor gives intoxicants toa minor deserves 

Brownstown Banner. | think my Great-Grandfather was ‘to be rigorously dealt with, ‘The se- 

. , |verest penalty of the law fs too mild 
quite angry with my Grandfather. As | understand there and merciful a punishment for bim, 


were no pictures of my grandfather in the family house. 

Perhaps my grandfather fell in with a bad element. As early 

as 1884 there were complaints about drunken teenagers (see article right). 

My Great-Great Uncle Leander Forgey seemed to be the most stable of the early generation. 
He had a large family of 11 children. Being such a large family they encountered every 
conceivable problem which a family could face at that time. They had numerous illnesses 
such as TB and Spinal Meningitis. One of their daughters died at age 3. Ason died at age 28 
of TB. He, John Forgey, was deaf from the age of 9 and attended deaf school in Indianapolis. 
He learned the printing trade there. He later went west to pursue a career as a Cowboy and 
contracted TB. 

Many of the Forgeys ran small businesses in southern Indiana. William "Red" Forgey 
(Leander's son) was a very successful businessman. He ran a grocery and Barber Shop in 
Freetown for 62 years. His brother Clyde ran a Grocery store in Surprise. Their cousin (my 
Great-Uncle C. C. Forgey) owned a Cream Station. Some of his sons also owned the Forgey 
Food Liner from 1955 to 1967. 

Cline Forgey, another of Leander's sons, was a school teacher and sold real estate and 
insurance on the side. Sounds like his Aunt Sarah Ellen Forgey/George also studied to be a 
school teacher in the early 1870's. | don't know whether she ever taught school? 

| found out that my Great-Grandfather William Wray Forgey spent two years in the far west, 
but no other details were given. | would like to know exactly where he went? 

| am happy that The Banner waved 


atiress, Mrs. Forgey i4- atte mtelligent and fond 
gloriously over the Forgey "The of reedlug, ant while she lives the Manner will 
wave over the Cureey maneten, 


Forgey Mansion" LOL, | filled in many 
gaps in my knowledge of the family. 
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Monday, November 26, 2012 


Civil War Pension CD 


| received the Civil War Pension file on CD from the National Archives a little more than a 
week ago. In the past it took months to get the file after they received your order. It now can 
take as little as 3 weeks. | got mine about 2 1/2 later weeks after ordering. | was shocked to 
find out how much the price has increased since | last ordered a Pension file. It now costs 
$80 dollars for a copy of the full file. So | ordered 8 pages at a cost of $30. Ordering is much 
easier than in the past. The last Pension | ordered in early 2000 | had to make out a form and 
snail mail it to them. Online ordering now speeds up the process. 

Se Ty aE 
| was thrilled with the contents of the a 
file | received for James H. Owens. It Co. 
confirmed my relationship to him. It 
confirmed that he was the same man 
who appeared on the 1900 Census in 


Kansas. It resolved conflicting sai aia ae ae 
information. Both James and his wife eyes SFP ; 


Christina claimed to be widowed while place of birt 
both were still living. They evidently occupation. J A420 AS 
were falsifying some of their 

information for their own reasons. 
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So the missing James H. Owens has now officially be found! 
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Sunday, November 11, 2012 


Exasperated White People? 
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No, it's not what you think. This has nothing to do with the 2012 Elections. When | came upon 
this, "All the white people are exasperated", did bring to mind recent events. 

| found these manuscripts at Virginia Memory Governor's Letters . I've been transcribing 
them. They are difficult to read so may contain some errors. 

Our relation David Owens plays a key role in the negations with the Native Americans for the 
release of prisoners who were part of the white settlement south of the Ohio River. They 
were being held prisoner in what is now Indiana. 

Ft. Nelson 13" April 1784 (To James Sherlock) 

This letter will acknowledge the receipt of by Mr. Coleman + the Indian messengers. | now 
find them back accompanied by Mr. David Owens who speaks the Tongue, and will inform 
you of everything more particularly than | can write. | expect you home this spring with all the 
Prisoners. The Governor from my recommendation of you has not been forgetful of you. For 
god's sake do not do my discredit. Your own Fortune in this great mission depends on your 
perfect conduct. 

| sent a small talk to the Shawnee as well as the Wyandots: You are to interpret them, and if 
Mr. Owens can assist you. | am glad to find their disposition are for peace shall 
once more for ever hold the ___ chain of friendship together never to be broken. 

| would have dispatched your messengers immediately, but | wished to have our Chiefs of 
this country to hear what | had to say in answer to the speeches | received, as well as to do 
honor to the messengers of our Brothers the Shawanese + Wyandots. 

Your detention during this winter Jeffersonville be rather advantageous than detrimental; 
especially as | have hopes it paves the way for your bringing in the Prisoners without fail, and 
you have just reason not only to assist but be in a great measure assured of receiving to 
yourself a valuable consideration for any prisoners you bring in, from the Parents Guardians 
or friends of them respectively; exclusive of the views | have from Gov. in your favors. In 
short expect yourself on this occasion + there is next to a certainty of your being a man of 
consequence seen hereafter. 

Genl. Clark is one of the comdrs. Appointed to threat with the Shawanese + others arrived. 
When he does | shall be enabled to find the necessary invitation for our meeting Shawanese 
but at any rate as the Wabashe tribes are expected in. | shall depend on your return to 
interpret for me. Your return is expected as quickly as possible. 

| am highly displeased with Mr. Benjamin Pyatt for daring to tell such lies to our brothers. 

All the white people are exasperated at the news, but hope no regard will be paid to 
anything said by such a fool. Rest assured that agreeable to your present good conduct 

you have it in your power to do a great deal for yourself, in which you will always 

command the assistance and good office of __ Sir. 

You friend + Humble Serv. 
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Mr. David Owens 

You are hereby in consequence of your appointment as Indian Interpreter, to proceed in 
Company with the Shawanese messengers, taking in your care the Speeches | send to the 
Shawanese + Wyndots you are to deliver these speeches to Mr. James Sherlock and give 
him all the assistance in your power to render essential Service to your Country. You are to 
advise with Mr. Sherlock what is, or may be expedient for the public Good, having in View 
that you Return to this place as quick as may be done without injuring the public welfare, + 
that in case Mr. Sherlock should not be immediately ready to accompany you, that you use 
your Best endeavours to bring home under your Escort all the prisoners which may be ready 
for your taking in charge from Mr. Sherllock. 

Given under my hand at Fort Nelson (Falls of Ohio) 


This 13'" April 1784 
Signed Geo. Walls 
Maj. Comadr. 


Copy of a Talk to the Shawnese Sent them by David Owens + two Shawanese Runners the 
14 April 1784 

Brothers, 

Your messengers arrived in Saply? And we received them with Friendship as we would do 
our own flesh + Blood, which they can assure you of. We also received your good talk, and 
rejoice to find your Heart as good + inclined to Peace which is also our Desire as your 
Messengers will inform you. 

Brothers 

Will lose no time in finding your good talks to our great Chiefs and your Elder Brother the 
Governor of the Big Knife. In the mean time we will not believe any foolish Stories to your 
prejudice + Atho Some of our Blood has been lately spilled at limestone Creek on our Side of 
the Big River, yet we are willing to believe it was the Cherokees who did it without your 
Knowledge or consent, however we shall soon drive out the bad Spirit from among them 
which has caused them to be so long be so long blind to their own good. We are sorry their 
misbehavior puts us to the necessity of Chastising them and are glad to hear your intention 
of putting a Stop to their Bad conduct this Spring. 

Brothers, 

Altho we cannot meet you immediately to treat, yet the Path is now open and cleared from 
the Briars and thorns that might hurt your feet, so that any of you Peaceable men may come 
in friendship and see us and Shake hands + Smoke and talk with us at any time until matters 
are finally Settled to the Satisfaction of us all and when they? Chiefs to leave us they may 
depart in Peace and friendship. 

Brothers We are sorry for the Death of your great chief wry-neck, + consoles with you for his 
____ We wish he had lived to see us once more lay hold of the strong chain of friendship, 
never let go. 

Brothers 

We are glad to hear you desire no more Liquor to be sent into your Nation, as it always 
hinders both you and us in good intentions. If you may be a friend that we will do all in our 
Power to put a Stop to it; but Several of our Foolish People we hear have taken it among you 
without our knowledge or consent, which we are very Sorry for. We hope will be as good as 
your Promise in delivering up our flesh and blood this Spring which now taken prisoners in 
the time of War, as we long much to see them again. We are glad to hear you have given our 
messenger a good reception, + expect he will bring our flesh + Blood with him on his return. 


Done at Fort Nelson of Ohio April 13" 1784. 
Signed 
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Speech to the Wyandots sent by the same messengers at s. Time 

Brothers 

We have received your good speech by the Shawanese Messengers with four Strings of 
white + Six Strings of Black Wampum, which we accept as a Token of you friendship, + of the 
Sincerity of your Hearts. 

Brothers, 

| have Sent your talk to your Elder Brother the Govr. and the great chiefs of the big Knife + as 
soon as we receive an answer we will send to you and appoint a time and place of meeting in 
order finally to confirm the Peace we are both so desirous should take--------- among US, as 
well as to receive from your hand our flesh + blood which were taken prisoners in the time of 
War, which we make no doubt you will bring with you according to your promise. 

Brothers. | hope you will not listen to _ foolish Stories, but believe that we are Sincere in 
wishing to hold fast the chain of Friendship forever. In token of which | send three Strings of 
white wampum. 

Done at the Falls of Ohio April 12 1784 

Signed 

Geor. Walls 

Maj. Comdr. 


Saturday, November 10, 2012 


Mapping Owens Family 


| mapped out the state and county locations of the Owens family. The descendants of James 
Owens of Booths Creek in Virginia remained in the West Virginia area for many generations. 
| beleive he is likely related to our Owens family. We have not been able to establish the 
exact relationship. 

The descendants of John Owens Sr. and Jr. relocated to Kentucky and Indiana. 
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Posted by Annette at 2:56PM No comments: at 


Saturday, November 3, 2012 


More markers to separate them 


| have certainly found, and been given, a great deal of information which will help me 
separate all of the Johns, Georges etc.. 

This indenture naming James Owens Jr. is helpful because it identifies the James referred to 
as Junior as being married to Fanny. The other James married to Sally Broshears must be 
the James referred to as Senior? So now | know that my James D. Owens didn't own the 
property near the Broshears on Turtle. That was James Owens Sr.. 


From Karen Degroote 


A great source of information about the John Owens 2 and Susannah family are the 
probate/orphans court records. We get the names of all the children which helps to identify 
the family group when they relocate from Pennsylvania to Kentucky. The ages are helpful to 
although, unfortunately, ages aren't provided for individual children. We can come up witha 
general age range 

Since David made his own choice of guardians we know he is over 14 yrs. of age which was 
the age when you could select your own guardian. 

Same for John Owens 3: 
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This probate document gives date ranges for children without names: 
Age ranges presented in probate papers April 3, 1781: 
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1. One under 5 months. "He being under 5 months old." Do they mean boy? 
2. Twins 2 years 5 months 


3. One child 4 years 6 months 


So we have a couple of children born before 1776 and 4 between 1776 and 1781. 
Matching the children with the ages is the challenging part. Although the order in which the 
children are named in the probate may be a hint to the birth order? 


Wednesday, October 31, 2012 


Happy Halloween! 


Always curious about how my ancestors celebrated holidays | searched the Brownstown 
newspapers for Halloween news. Here is how they marked Halloween in Jackson County, 
Indiana in the late nineteenth to early twentieth century. The Spider web social was kind of a 
mystery. You had to unwind your partner? 
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Last Saturduy night was halloween, | 
Which, usually celebrated in questiona- | 
ble style by the linodlumites, Was char- 
acterized by remurkably good belinvior 
on the part of all this year. A few bev- 
les of souug ladies met at privale resi- 
denees avd sat up until midnight, whil- 
ing away the Lime in chestnut eatiox, 
BEKO nut erackiug and lortupe tel- 

tier. 

The Daily Demacrat of Monday says 
“a young man came up to Seymour on 
Saturday evening, gol drunk, aud in- 
formed Marshal Bulger that he was 
going ta paint the town red," and that 
“the Marshal promptly locked him up 
and nipped his scheme of vermilion 
decoration.” We'll bet a nickel he 
didw’t belong to Brownstown. 
Brownstown boys may get drank, bat) 
they don't uct the fool in that manner. 


—_ 


_—-— -——— 


Paint the Town Red for Halloween 1885? 


Tuceday morning as we walked up 
main street of Vallonia we realized that 
the night before was Halloween, for on 
either side you could see missing gates, 
old wagons and boxes piled up, but no 
— damage was done, to our know- 

e. 


Halloween 1898 


re owt 


some unbecomiug work bore laet Wed- 
nesdsy night. Some of the citizens 
think they bave tolerated this practice 
about long enough. 


Halloween 1906 


go wished that they had. 

A great many Halloween pranks 
were played. me of them were 
rather rongh. In this as welias in all 
oe wo shonhl remember the Golden 

e. 

Thero were about seventy-five present | 
at the “spider Web” social lust Wednes- 
day evening and it was great fun to) 
see the bors patiently unwinding the 
threads to find their partnera 

To day is the day of the great contest 
Shall the American eag's atill fap her! 
wings over a free republic or sbal] the, 
sun setona nation whose freedom is 
eullied and tarnished by greed of gold 
and couquest. ‘ 
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‘BROWNSTOWN PLANS = 
! HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL 


Big Parade And Prizes For Best Masked| 
Persons—Free Band Concert { 
On Program. 

For the first time Brownstown is 
| planning a “real time” on Hallow’een, 
something that both old and young | 
can enjoy, whieh will be somewhat on | 
the order of a Mardi gras celebration. 

The idea originated with C. T. Ben-| 
ton, who enlisted the assistance of the | 
business men and has planned s big 
time in Brownstown next Monday 
, night. 

One of the main features will be a 
|masked parade, in which old and 
young, town and country folk are in- 
vited to participate. The parade will 
form on Main street in front of the 
public square at 7 q’clock and the line 
of march will be from the court house 
to Ewing and back. Many of the mas- 


} 
| 


f 
% 
i 
A 
ii 


ui 
Liss ; 
ile 

Ie 


: 
E 
: 
: 


ices 

ic for the occasion und will head the 
arade, and will also play an opening 
lection for the Hobson meeting at 
the M.. B. church. 

Another feature that is advertised 
) elsewhere in this issue is a uer'- 
jade ball and wrestling match at the 
{new Brownstown Athletic hall. One 
of the wrestlers is from Indianapolis 
and the other from Toledo, Ohio. 

A special invitation iy extende-! to; 
the farmers in general to come in 
town that night and enjny the Ha!!ow- 
eon feativitien, whathar they take 
| part in the parade or not. | 
| The plan is to make it an occasion | 
{of merriment, all forme of innocent | 
|amusement will be Loar a 
any efforts of rude, boi 
— tactics will not be toler; 
at 


i 


err 


Halloween 1920's 


Friday, October 26, 2012 


Can't we separate all of the Johns, Georges, 
Davids? 
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Is it possible to match all of the Johns, Georges, Davids and a couple of James's to their 
correct parents? That is the game right now. 

We begin looking in Western Pennsylvania and neighboring West Virginia where our John 
Owens I, the Indian Trader, planted this family in the mid to late 18th Century. Early on we 
only have John Owens I.and his brothers David | and George | so it's not that challenging. 
We also have a James Owens on Booth's Creek in Virginia. He settles there in about 1770 
so he may also be a son of John Owens I. This date comes from a preemption land warrant 
later granted to his son John Owens. An Owen Owens also lived in the area don't know how 
he is related? 

We may have one John son of James living in the Virginia area in the late 1700's or we may 
have two? We have one we know to be the son of James, as named in a land record. There 
are two purchases of land under the name of John Owens in 1786. Might be two different 
men or the same John son of James? | have not been able to locate John Owens Jr. son of 
John Owens Sr. and Susanna. He may have settled in the West Virginia area? Some say he 
settled in Ohio? 

We also have a John 
Owens who died in 1829 
in Greene County, 
Pennsylvania which might 
be John Owens son of 
James and Susannah? | 


John Owens deceased 1829 Greene County, PA 


also found a John on the 
1810 Census for Ohio County, VA. Don't know if this is the same person? He was under 45 in 
1810. 


In Ohio County, VA we also find David. 
| assume it is David Owens son of 
John Owens lI. He first settles in that 
area about 1770. He transferred his 
warrant to David Jones in 1773 and 
remained on the property several 
years. | have also found a David 
Owens to the east of there on the 
1800 Census for Washington County, David wens Shes aunn, vitae 
PA. This may be David Owens I. He is 

over 45 years old. May have returned to area. 
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doing some research for this post. | went 1800 Census Washington County, PA 

back to Virginia Memory and found a 

couple of databases | had not used before. When | tried the Revolutionary War rejected 
claims database | found 31 documents for George Owings aka Owens. This answered so 
many questions, and provided more details of his death. Sadly he was slowly burned to 
death by Indians. 


These documents identified George Owens | children who were alive in 1840. They were 
identified as Thomas and George C. Owens. Their father was a Captain in the Army when 
they were born. He was stationed in what is now Southern Indiana. | believe George I's wife's 
name was Charity Casteel. 
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Georges Owen's half brother David | 
was sent from Pennsylvania to Fort 
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American language interpreter. As his os wadhne MO 
son David Il explained he met his eeaae Owens family as described by Nephew 


Uncle George in April 1782 which is 
supported by a letter mentioning his 
presence at Fort Nelson. It appears 
that George Owens I's sons left 
Indiana after their father's death and 
joined their relatives in the more 


peaceful Bracken County, KY area. 
George and Thomas appear on Sie eine Ss atte 
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Taxlists for Bracken County up until 
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1811 when they probably return to 

Indiana. So now we have George son 

of John II and Susanna plus George Casteel Owens son of George | and Charity Casteel. So 
we have the two Georges identified but still can't place the two Jameses on the taxlists? 


So George | and David | both lived in 1811 Taxlist Bracken County, KY 
what is now Southern Indiana in the 
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be George | and David |. Later there ey. eas. tis ap | PAGIbA y y 
were brothers, likely David's sons, (Revece, harm. bells {7p fae i a 
named John and David living in the John and David Owens Indiana 1820 


area. | think someone may have 

gotten the names mixed up? 

Now we may be able to deduce that Willis Callaway Owens who was a DNA with my line is 
likely the grandson of David Owens, since George and David's families are the only early 
Owens families in that area. His son John Owens is probably the man who married Sarah 
Jackson in 1787. And their son John in turn married a Callaway. Not positive but the most 
likely scenario. Still need to work on finding the proper families for the two Jameses. 
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Saturday, October 20, 2012 


When lines connect! Breaking down a 
brickwall! 


Get out the champagne the Owens Brickwall is coming down!!! It took two people working 
independantly then finally connecting our lines through the internet. Just like the meeting at 
Promontory Point we celebrated the extenstion of our lines! 

I've been working on this line since 2001. In 2003, | believe it was, | made the connection 
which took me from Mattoon, Coles, Illinois to Bracken County, Kentucky. Looking at the 
other Owens family in the Bracken, Ky area | determined that my James D. Owens was likely 
related to them. As I've stated before his children shared some of the same names as the 
other Owens families. Most of the Bracken County, KY families were descended from John 
Owens 18th Century Indian Trader in Pennsylvania. His life story is very interesting, and 
many researchers have posted info about the family on the Internet. | could not make the 
connection using traditional sources.I've exhausted most of the resources available at long 
distance. | don't have access to the old court records which may contain more info on the 
family. 

Last week | found a DNA website for the Owens family. | noticed that a group of men who 
tested descended from John Owens Indian Trader. Having just about exhausted all the 
records currently available | was thinking that DNA might be my best hope of establishing a 
more solid connection. | had looked for male Owens descendants before with no success. 
William F. Owens, my ggg-grandfather had 3 sons. | wondered if the oldest may have died in 
the Civil War? | gave up on looking for them. Someone posted a tombstone picture at Find-a- 
grave that | had requested last week also. | decided to use Find-a-grave to locate a possible 
descendant of William F. Owens. Checking the memorial for his Mother Nancy | found that 
someone carrying the name Owens left virtual flowers and provided additional info about the 
whereabouts of the family. | contacted her and received a goldmine of info on every member 
of William's family. | was going to ask whether she knew someone who would take the Y DNA 
test. | was so surprised when she said her husband had already tested and matched the 
descendants of the Indian Trader. | had noticed there was a newer entry at the Owens DNA 
site with no additional info. | had wondered if that person might be in my line? Yes, they were! 
So why couldn't | locate these men when this person did? It has to do with name changes. 
George Owens was identified as Joshua in the US Census. | was looking for a Joshua. The 
ancestral line of the husband of my contact went back to the eldest of William and Nancy's 
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children, James H. Owens. | was looking for a man by that name but his year of birth didn't 
match. As it turns out James Owens was in the Civil War. He was under age when he joined. 
He changed his name from James H. Owens to Jame H. Hicks. Hicks was his mother's 
maiden name. He also disappears from records any records until he marries in 1888 in 
Kansas. He permanently changed his year of birth from 1848 to 1845. | guess he worried that 
he wouldn't get veterans benefits if they found out he lied about his age. | would have not 
been able to make this connection between my James H. Owens of Illinois and the one in 
Kansas and Nebraska on my own. Only a person from that line could do that. So both of us 
working independently got our research to the point where such a connection could be made. 
In 1870 Josephine "Josie" Owens was ges - 
living in the household of my ancestor fas ON ae ee 
Mary E. Owens/Mason, her sister. | 
had used Josie's marriage record to 
identify their parents. So | knew her 
married name was Durham. The 
James Owens descendant's family were pn sy 
had found his Civil War related rE AS ES ON) OE OD 
records. He had been placed ina 
home for old soldiers and he identified 


his closest living relative as Josephine 

Durham. Along with the use of the name Hicks as an alias | now knew he was the long lost 
James H. Owens. This did not, however, establish a link with the family who lived in Kansas 
and Nebraska. An application for a pension in 1894 Nebraska pulled everything together. We 
now had a James H. Hicks alias Owens living in Nebraska in 1894 when their family was 
known to live there. The 1900 US Census Kansas gives his year of birth as 1845 and James 
H. Hicks alias Owens also stated he was born in 1845. 

We still have more work to do on this line, but we've come a long way. It only took 12 years 
to get here! 


A disability pension was issued to 
James Hicks aka Owens in 1894 in 
Nebraska. 


Saturday, October 6, 2012 


Pennsylvania Manuscripts on the Web 
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The Initual Period of Publcaneon: Colomal Records and Samuel Hazard’s 
Pennsylvania Archives 


@ Colonial Records, 16 vols , published 1838-1853 
e Contains minutes of various councils, [683-1790 
e First Series, 12 vols., published 1852-1855, plus an index in 1860 
e Contains documents as supplement of the Colonal Records, 1664-1790 
The Dr. Wilham Henry Egle Pernod 
e Second Series, 19 vols, publsted 1874-1890 
e Contains military and church records, boundary disputes 
© Third Series, 30 vols., published 1894-1699 
@ Contains military rolls, tax ists, warrantees 
The Dr. George Edward Reed Period 
@ Fourth Senes, 12 vols., published 1900-1902 
¢ Contains papers of the governors, 168}-'902 
The Dr Thomas Lynch Montgomery Period 
e Fifth Series, 8 vols., published 1906 
e Contains military rolls and ather military papers 
© Sixth Senes, 15 vols, published 1906-1907 


© Contains military rolls (Revolution to War of 1812), church records, election 
returns, imventones of estates canfiscated during the Revolution 


e Seventh Senes, 5 vols, published 1914 


Pennsylvania Archives and Colonial Records at Fold3 


| am finding a wealth of info online regarding Pennsylvania. | have been using the 
Pennsylvania Archives for years at Fold3. I've learned you can also access these records at 
archive.org or google books. Journals and personal papers of contemporaries of my 
ancestors have been very helpful too. Since some of my ancestors where indian traders in 


Pennsylvania accounts of the indian trade have been interesting and helpful. The book "Ohio 


Company Papers" is available at Heritage Quest online. | found a number of references to 
my ancestor John Owens Indian Trader in the Ohio Company Papers. If you can find a 
manuscript collection or a book containing transcripts or extracts from original manuscripts 
they can prove to be very helpful and may breakdown a brickwall. | need to locate these 


kinds of materials for Tennessee. 


Here are some links to the Pennsylvania manuscripts I've found helpful 


© The Writings of Benjamin Franklin; (July 1905) 
¢ Hanna's "Wilderness Trail" 

® "Journal of Nicholas Cresswell" 

® Kenneth Bailey's "Michael Cresap" 

® Parkman's "Pontiac" 


© "Benjamin Franklin's Papers" 


e "Sir William Johnson"s Papers” 


You will see a Proclamation in one of the Gazettes, m which there ts a Cessation of Hostilities agamst the Indians, and of Consequence 
the Troops will be discharged but the Six Shawanese Hostages have given Colonel Bonquet the Shp at Pittsburgh, which gives, | understand, 
some Uneasiness; the Reason of ther going off not known, at least not made pubbck; but I have heard that one of them had a Quarrel with 
one David Owen, a white Man, but a worthless Fellow, in which the Indsan was killed, and that that was the Occasion of the others going off: 


Fotitsoa of “Suffgring Traters of rset 
£9,188 


TU CHE £tsoG MoeT EXceLter waresry in comet, 


THE MiBHLAL of George Croghas, Silitew Trent, 
Thomes Mckee, Alexeuier Lewrey, Janeo Sactin, Janes 
Siaserves, Callenter ané Teett, Jobe Fraser, Paul 
Pearce, Joks Qwone, Meurtoe Tartar, Janos Silver, 
Theaes Eisten, Francis Cnepbell, Tamte Uenizg, and 
he tndtan Traders by Wilites Treat their atter- 

7 


MOAT MALY creeETH 


Thet your Measrialiacs for anny years terse? ca 
| Brest Trecfiee wish the sasernca Tribes of Indians 
totebitiag om the River Ohio esf the Ceaeks ant 
Rivers comminicating with the amex by erehengizg 
Brstish Meverectcries isig! tor Peltry: est Fura 
whiob were amzt to Greet Eritein,* 

Tint the Preosh Kisg's Forves est the Indieus is 
Allianes with Them tn the Tice of « profcusd Teese 
ia Burope between Rngltst nnd Frecoe scst tartaroess 


David Owens was brought to the attention of Benjamin Franklin several time unfortunately 
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Saturday, September 29, 2012 


Share A Memory 


Seeing a picture can jog your memory. This picture taken by the Temple swimming pool in 
Puente, California during the 1920's really brought back memories. The Temple Mansion was 
turned into a nursing home in the 1940's. My Grandfather Forgey worked there after WWII. 
My Grandmother Forgey was a resident of the modern nursing home built next to the 
Mansion in the 1960's. | used to walk the grounds of the nursing home with my father while 
my mother spent time with my grandmother. When | saw the picture above posted in my 
news feed at Facebook it really jolted me. | had never seen a picture of the pool from that 
era. | remember when | first noticed the old pool on one of my walks with my father. | was 
about 5 yrs. old and was fascinated by it. | couldn't believe it was a pool. | never saw one like 
it before. I've had dreams about swimming in that pool. Every time we visited my 
grandmother | had to look at the pool. My father said my Uncles swam in it. Don't know if 
that's true? (I also enjoyed looking at the old cemetery, also located on the grounds; which 
probably helped spark my interest in genealogy and love of cemeteries.) 

| believe the Puente Hills can be seen in the background. | grew up at the base of those hills. 
| feel lucky that | was able to see the pool and other landmarks in the area before they were 
demolished. The pace of change in Southern California really sped up during my childhood in 
the 1960's and 1970's. You could still find unspoiled open spaces and farms near where | 
lived in the late 1960's early 1970's. We had terrible smog back then too. The smog situation 
is better now, but | do miss some of the old landmarks and the farms which were still around 
back then. 
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CY More annettekapple@gmail.com Dashboard Sign Out 


AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 


direction. | also research Irish records. 
Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Sunday, September 23, 2012 


My Sources so far on Owens 


I've been busy getting up to speed on the Owens line this week. I've found some of the 
original material sited by other researchers. | still have more to find. | have not found any of 
the deeds | need online. The orphans court records are not online either. Another important 
document | need is the power of attorney which Thomas Broshears gave to James Owens 
regarding Hannah and John Owens estate. 


Sources for James D. Owens and Francis 


+ t¢*e05 recs 


1843 Taxlist Bracken County 


1. William is the son of James Owens comes 
from a taxlist which reads "William of 
James". 

2. William appears next to Francis his mother 
on taxlists. 


3. William is bondsman on Hannah's marriage 


bond. Hannah is found in on the Census in 
Francis's household. — 

4. James and Francis children include Hannah, John, Moa ias Ene $2 <ehz. 
and David V. Owens. These names appear in the Pag Porc 
John and Susannah Owens family of PA and VA. 


5. A Broshears purchases an item from the James D. Owens estate. 
6. Hannah states her father was born in Pa on the 1880. 


7. Several of the Children of John and z at 
Susannah settle in Bracken County David Owens, John Owens, brothers, 


Ky. John and David seem to have 
settled not far away in the Clarksville 
area of Indiana. They were there in 
1783. 


David and Brother John settled in Clarksville Indiana 
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Sources John Owens Jr. and Susannah 


from his 1781 Washington County, PA Will. 


. The names of his children are said to come from 
Orphans court records. David and John are the 


. The proof that Susannah was John's wife comes 


only two mentioned by name on will. Otherwise it 


just states brothers and sisters of John and David. 


Sources for John Owens Sr. 


Creek Virginia according to the will. 


her name is not given 


. John's aged mother is mentioned on the will but 


. Anumber of contemporary accounts give the 


cause of his death as the result of an indian 


attack 


. Their place of residence is Monongahela Ten mile 
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. John's brother David was said to be the son of an Indian trader according to several 


contemporary accounts. | have not seen John referred to as son of the Indian Trader. 


John's will documents. 


1. The first record for him I've found is as a witness to 
a treaty in 1752. 


2. He and his Indian wife also appear in a 1756 
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. John owned land in Bedford County according to will. 


. The fact Susannah remarried and her married name was McMullin is from her husband 


. Susannah's death date of 1790 comes from her Washington County, PA will. 
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Feedjit 


Saturday, September 15, 2012 


Shopping using 1825 Family Inventory 


Coffee Mill 
Trundle Bed 
Wondered if | could reproduce the Sd Wy 4 He 
household goods listed on James D. Bast pest pe deshiates 85 
Owens March 1825 Inventory? | was , filcmelies FURR Jerr” — 


e- ¢ ew Lee, —* 
en Chie Me A= 
al Sf Ata ee Socape sted Kom. 
— p Pia Phen xn — ——= . 
SA hare, LOR: HF Ct KB rac 


able to find most of the objects 
referred to. | had no idea what a 


Trammel was until looking that up. aa (i Bae = 
You would attach your dutch oven to fs 7 alagyie PRLS EM 

. <5 S Cutatte hb ot 
the trammel in your fireplace to cook. | an 0 Ohl 


had a vague idea of what a Trundle 

Bed was. The 1825 trundle bed was a 

small bed which could slide under a larger one; very handy in cramped living quarters. The 
Owens family lived on the Ohio River so they had both a boat and a scift or skiff. | guess 
someone in the family could read because they did have books. | wondered about the log 
chains. | noticed nearly everyone had those but | had no idea how they were used until now. 
Apparently they were wrapped around logs so you could move them? Some of the items | 
couldn't make out or identify. | think | would have been lost regarding some of the items, and 
would have to have some schooling on how to use them. 
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Butch Ovens old books 


5030680002 
Wesess 


Cupboard 


Half 2 boat Tes Pot 


Looking Glass Antique_fireplace_trammel 
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Chairs antique wash tub 


candle molds 


Candle Steck Lantern 


spinning-wheel kitchen table 


stone churn log chain usage 
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side saddle 


Scift of Skiff + oars 


Friday, September 14, 2012 


Shifting Gears 


It isn't easy to shift my gears and start focusing my research on a less familiar area. My 
autosomal Owens DNA match has renewed my interest in that family. My last Owens 
ancestor was Mary Owens who died in the early 20th Century. | have no contacts who still 
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carry the name 


Owens, or any 
other cousin 


«t 


descendants not % 
carrying the name 
who still living in 
the area. I've made 
many contacts on my Forgey side which have been 
extremely helpful. Some of these contacts still live in 
the family areas. | have learned so much about the 
layout of the land from these contacts which is helpful 


since I've never been to Indiana or Tennessee. I've 
never been to the Owens homelands either. | don't 
have any contacts in the area to help me with 


geography or family folklore. I've had to completely rely 
on records | could find online, or copies of documents 


Hannah Daughter of James D 
and Francis may be key through correspondence with local agencies, and of 


course FHC microfilms. 

The question | am trying to answer is who are James 
D. Owens parents? He was born between 1775 and 
1780 in Pennsylvania. Are they John and Hannah 


Owens of 10 Mile Creek PA? 

There were two James Owens in Bracken County, KY who were about the same age, and 
either could be the son of John and Hannah. 

The Legacy 5 C's for success in 
genealogy also spurred me to pursue 
more about this family. | am looking at 
everything I've collected and trying to 
find gaps that might be filled, and 
anything | may have missed. Barbara 
Renick emphasized the importance of 
mapping out where your family lived. 
Using the tax lists for the Owens 
families it looks like they all lived near 
the Ohio River in proximity to Turtle 
and Locust Creek. | overlayed maps 
of these two creeks. They are close to ay 
one another and not far from Augusta, Turtle Creek 
Kentucky and Felicity in Clermont 
Ohio. 

The 5 C's for success in genealogy webinar also emphasized the importance of extracting 
every clue you have. It's important to gather everything you've collected and analyse it, and 
put it to work to solve your problem. You really have to milk it for every clue. | have collected 
most of the traditional source documents. James D Owens died intestate and his wife was 
appointed administrator. | wasn't able glean James relationship to the other Owens families 
in the area using these documents. | also have tax lists for Bracken County which do not 
state relationships to the other Owens families either. 

As Barbara Renick stated proximity of other families can point to a relationship. She pointed 
out that finding someone listed next to your family on the Census meant they most likely lived 
near to you ancestors. | found that James Owens was listed 3 pages from the nearest Owens 
family which was that of George Owens. So they weren't next door but likely not too far away. 
With a common name like Owens it's hard to make these differentiations. 

| have not found the purchase deed for James D. Owens' property. It's possible that the deed 
was never recorded. | would like to find more deeds for the family. When his wife Francis 
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died in 1869 the land probably 
changed hands. | have not looked for 
later sale deeds for the property. That 
should be my next project. More 
research in court records and 
newspapers may also produce some 
addtional info? | have not found an 
Obituary for Francis or daughter 
Hannah. It's possible Hannah may 
have a more detailed obit since she 


Locust Creek where red pin is 


died in the early 20th Century? Following Hannah may produce more clues. According the 
the 1880 Census her father was born in Pennsylvania and her mother Maryland. 
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Francis Owens Bracken County, KY 1840 
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Francis Owens Bracken County, KY 1850 
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Francis Owens Bracken County, KY 1860 


. festa dome 


Hannah Hicks Daughter of James D. and Francis 1880 Census 


Wednesday, August 29, 2012 


Distant Versus Remote Cousins Family 
Finder 


My 4th remote cousin Kristin has been ® 

a great teacher. | had not noticed all os 
the different degrees of cousin 

relationship. For instance Nan Harvey 

and | are defined as distant cousins which confirms our relationship within the last 5 
generations. Our shared match Charles Monroe Davies is classified as remote. Remote 
means that you could be related as much as 20 generations back. | am a little puzzled by his 
being designed that way because he does share a sizable segment of DNA and 3,500 SNPs 
on this segment? It may be due to the low shared cM value of 28? | don't have all of the 
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criteria for determining these designations. 
| have two pages and 20 cousins 
designated as distant cousins the Tees = “ie 
remainder of the 113 are remote. So it 
sounds like | should focus on these 
twenty first. 
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Monday, August 27, 2012 


IBS and Autosomal DNA? 


Identical By Siate 


IBS stands for Identical By State, meaning the DNA matches by coincidence. When two individuals 
share numerous individual results without Deing related, those results are IBS 


Genealogy and Autosomal DNA may contribute to IBS (Irritable bowel syndrome) but 

this acronym has another meaning. Identical by state means your sharing a common DNA 
segment in your autosomal DNA is just a coincidence, and you are not actually related to the 
person. Too weed out some of these matches and find out whether you are actually related 
IBD (Identical by descent or you both inherit that segment from a common ancestor) we bring 
in another acronym SNP (single nucleotide polymorphisms) which are copying errors. If you 
share at least 500 SNPs, or over, on a segment of shared DNA than you are likely related or 
IBD. 

| went back to my Owens match to check whether we were IBD on the two matching segments. 
Yes we were. Both were over 500 SNPs 


[1 [2.53 eo [2.205208 


age 808 oNtxriog 137 


Chr 9 


Sauage. ee eedoction. 133 


At gedmatch | was able to find cousins who shared a common ancestor at 11 and 12 
generations back in Quebec. | noticed the segments | shared with them were IBD, but the 
segment sizes are generally in the 3cM range. | believe two where in the 5 cM range. This is just 
one example. 
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Our shared Ancestry which is back in the 1600's 


So my learning process continues. 
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Thursday, August 23, 2012 


Support for my Hypothesis from autosomal 
DNA match 


John Owens was possessed of several pieces of land when he was 
killed, and one of these pieces must have been in Kentucky, where his 
will was filed (in Bracken County), and to which place some of his 
children soon after removed. His will, which was administered by 
his wife and a neighbor, Sebastian Shroffe, is on file in Washington, 
County, Pennsylvania, Will Book No. 1, pp. 51, and was probated 
April 6, 1781. In it he names his sons, David and John, but Orphans' 
Court records reveal that guardians were appointed for minor children 
whose names are listed as: David Owens, John Owens, Jr., Vincent 
Owens, George Owens, Mary Owens and James Owens, A daughter, 
Sarah, had married Richard Gragston, and shared in the estate. It 
was John Owens’ son, David Owens, who served in James Archer's 
Company of Washington County Militia, Shortly after 1785, the 


The Tenmile Country and Its Pioneer Families: A Genealogical History 


| had hypothesized that my ancestor 
James D. Owens was related to the Research Goals 


Ad Tes Qoent | wm focirting an feo qass 


other Owens families living in the 


1. Prowng or da proving that Hugh Foegry ( 0 abt 1762) anc Cathenne Fisher of Tenneasee 
aga Re Tee Parents of Archmald Forme, Andtew Foegey, and Jats Forgey 
area. The Owens families of Bracken 2 Soe out wrech of wo slate James saab tracker County, KY weet named in the 
probate records nf John Qwens and Susannah Qwoens of Tem Mic Creek PA. 
County, Kentucky were from 
1 : r A thd goal | have mot Nad muct tre fo work or rs locuting tye Deal Records tur ny Geewt 
Pennsylvania. The above image is great-grandparests ane kvo3 in Gamay ireland They may have died in the 1900's of 193657 


from the book "The Tenmile Country 

and Its Pioneer Families: A 

Genealogical History". Sebastian Shroffe would have been the brother-in-law of my ancestor 
John Owens married to Susannah. He was married to John's sister Agnes Owens. | matched 
with a 6.4cM block with a descendant of Agnes Owens. Gedmatch gave me an estimate of 
7.2 generations between my match and our common ancestor, which would be about right. 
So one of the goals | posted when | started this blog has been met. | have strengthened my 
case that my James was the one named in John Owen's will. 

I need to try to unearth something more about these women now in order to possibly solve 
these brickwalls with the autosomal DNA. Have not been able to find the parents or maiden 
names in two cases of these women: 


e Sarah Campbell born 1812 in possibly Tennessee or North Carolina married 
Anderson Wray 15 Nov 1832 in Jackson County, Indiana 

e Eve Urma born about 1800 in Virginia or Pennsylvania married Jesse Callahan 5 
Oct 1814 in Washington County, IN. She may be related to the Urmey family in 
the same area? 

e Francis Unknown born abt. 1785 PA married James D. Owens of Bracken 
County, Kentucky don't know where or when they marriage took place? Some 
names which appeared with her in her husbands probate were Aquilla Houke, 
William Orr, John McMillen, Benjamin Laughlin (| may have a Houke match’?). 

e Rachel Unknown b. unknown married to Roger Browning b. 6 Dec 1751 of 
Greene County, Tennessee 


| shared a 25.5 cM block with a Williamson family who lived in Franklin County, Indiana. | am 
wondering if this match relates to one of these brickwalls? | wonder if several of my matches 
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at FT DNA relate to one of these lines? 
Here is my transcription of tax lists for Bracken County, KY. George Owens also named in 
John Owens will appears with James. 


1797 Taxlist for Bracken County, Kentucky 


David Owens (Indian Killer?) 


1799 Taxlist 


George Owens 
James Owens 


1802 Taxlist 


James Owens 
George Owens 
Thomas Owens 


1803 Taxlist 


George Owens 
Thomas Owens 
James Owens 


1804 Taxlist 


Two James Owens now appear one described as Senior the other Junior 
George Owens 

Thomas Owens 

1810 Taxlist 


My Ancestor is first recorded as James D. Owens paid tax on 
July 31 along with George and Thomas Owens 
The other James Owens paid on another day 


Wednesday, August 22, 2012 


Autosomal DNA What does cM stand for? 
Plus my current match total 


~~ = 
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wo o ~ o (Sa 
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If you share a block in the same location with several matches you likely share a common ancestor. This is 
true even if the blocks overlap each other. 
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The easiest way to understand the FT DNA autosomal results is to start with a definition of 
cM. It's a genetic measurement and it measures genetic distance. According to Wikipedia 
"A centimorgan (cM) is a unit that describes a recombination frequency of 1%. In this way we can 
measure the genetic distance between two loci, based upon their recombination frequency." When 
you are using the Chromosome browser at FT DNA the higher the cM number you select the 
larger the segments will be for comparison. 5 cM and over signifies a relationship, and over 
10 cM conclusive proof of a relationship. The shared cM numbers on your match pages 
present a different indicator. The higher the number of shared cM in the match section of your 
results signifies a higher likelihood of recombination for the shared block. The higher the 
likelihood of recombination the more likely your match is a close relative. Lower shared cM 
numbers mean that segment does not recombine as often so your match may be more 
distant in time. | found this page at FT DNA to be the best explanation of the whole 
autosomal DNA process hittp://www.familytreedna.com/faq/answers/default.aspx?faqid=17 


GENEALOGICAL MATCHES BASED ON DNA 


‘Date “Range elatonsip cll 


SAO2012, a 3rd Cousin 48.77 25:73 
- 4th Cou 


So the most important numbers to remember are: 


1. The longest block. The longer the block the more likely you are to be related. 

2. Shared cM. The higher this number the more likely your relationship is recent (closer 
cousin) a lower number could mean your match shares a more distant relationship 
with you (more distant cousin). 

3. The Chromo Browser setting number relates to the size of the shared block. The 
higher the number you set it to the larger segment will be for comparison to one or 
more matches. You may share many smaller segments of DNA with someone also, so 
you can set the browser to show segments as low as 1 cM. 


Compare List 


Chromo Browser to compare shared blocks. 


So far I've heard from 21 of my 113 matches. If my matches did not have an 
extensive gedcom file posted | sent them an email with all of my known ancestral 
names. The return rate of my emails is a little over half of those | sent out. I've 
only be able to establish a definite cousin relationship with one of the 
respondents. 


So far out of 113 matches | have been able to confirm that seven are cousins. 
Five are related on my French Canadian side and through my father's side. Only 
two are related to my mother's side. | see a few other possible connections, but 
for the vast majority can't find the common ancestor yet. I've confirmed many 
French Canadian cousins because so many early records survived in Quebec. | 
am having difficulty connecting with US cousins because my ancestors lived in the 
South where so many records were lost. 
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Tuesday, August 14, 2012 


Working those Autosomal Results 


| received my Autosomal DNA test result last Friday exactly 3 weeks after they received my 
test kit. 

So far the test has been very helpful 
and enlightening! The the most 


Anceme Kapole's Hantage Chan 


significant thing to come out of the 0.0625 eras 
testing was the confirmation that Nan geass 

Harvey and | are indeed cousins. We 
may also share another common 
cousin. The test confirmed my French 
Canadian roots with several confirmed 
French Canadian matches. It is also 
suggesting | might actually be related 
to the Poteet family which | had 
previously thought not so likely. | was 
quite surprised with the 5% Native This is my personal knowledge of my ethnicity 
American finding. It appears to be 


o21a7Ts 


Mayan. Some offshoots of the Mayan population settled in Nicaragua. My Nicaraguan 
Grandmother completely denied that there was any intermarriage between her family and 
the Native population. She probably would not have been aware of her full family history. 
Considering the family was probably in Central America for many generations | should have 
considered Native blood more than likely. Another odd surprise is | matched someone with 
the name Capel which is so close to Kapple. It looks like this is just a coincidence since that 
Capel was a native of the British Isles and my family is Austro-Hungarian. My ethnic 
background is more diverse than is represented in my DNA results. Western European 
actually encompasses much of Europe including Germany. There is a bias in the results 
towards Western Europe because most of those who have been tested are from there. 

I've uploaded my raw data files from FT DNA to Promethease and Gedmatch. | also got a 
BGA report from Doug McDonald which gives me a little more insight into my possible ethnic 
roots. 

You can get a health report from Promethease after submitting your raw data files. | tried to 
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get the free report but it didn't work so 
| paid the $2.00 to get the full report. 
The report did manage to hone in on 


x Whar ris* for ape-related macular degeneration(nide 


a 
Bils)c-3 


known health problems in my family. It 


thx 
} 2493 patents, rsS8s8(C.T) 
Ves had an increased mins ratinof 7 aiMl 1h 


stated | would be more likely to 

become addicted to Nicotine. My 

father was a heavy smoker. He couldn't even stop when he was dying of COPD. The report 
also stated | had an increased chance of getting lung cancer. My grandfather and an aunt 
died of lung cancer. | also had an increased chance of getting Kidney disease which another 
aunt died of. One aunt also had macular degeneration which also came up in the report. 

| have not had much success with Gedmatch so far. This site helps you find possible 
autosomal match cousins. | initially just uploaded my raw files and got only one match. When 
| later uploaded a gedcom file | got 503 matches. Most proved to be not significant. Could not 
find a common ancestor with most. | did find more French Canadian cousins. 

i alia ae 
and possible Jewish roots Sars een wrt Renee mole fe 
always fascinated me. 

The BGA report that 

Doug McDonald 

generates sounded like just the thing | was looking for as far as establishing my ethnic 
background. | had not noticed initially that there was a breakdown of my middle eastern roots 
at FT DNA. | found that after | got my report back from Doug. These two reports came out 
slightly differently. Doug's report seemed to point to a likelihood of Egyptian ancestry 
accounting for my Middle Eastern results. FT DNA pointed me toward Bedouin, Mozabite, 
and Palastinian with a 1% error margin. Doug also included these populations in his reports 
to me, but felt Egyptian was more likely. | had been leaning toward thinking that the Middle 
Eastern represented my Kapple family and was Jewish. This may not be the case? The more 
| read about detecting Jewish roots with autosomal testing the less certain | feel about what 
my results represent. Jewish heritage is difficult to quantify. The Jewish population is very 
mixed ethnically and is not represented by a single genetic marker or set or markers. It's a 
complicated mixture of the different areas the Jews lived in. As more people test my exact 
Middle Eastern Heritage may become more clear. 

| picked up some information about how these DNA percentages tend to correlate with your 
ancestors. According to The Genetic Genealogist great-grandparents contribute about 12% 
to your DNA. 

What | have learned is you need to use traditional genealogy and family knowledge to put 
these results into the correct context. | am very pleased with my results so far. The test has 
been well worth the cost for me. 


Here are examples of the reports | received from Doug McDonald: 
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Saturday, August 11, 2012 


1940 Census Conclusion 


My Points 
This Month: 40 What are points, and why are they tracked? 
Pomts peovide a way for you tp track your persona 
~ 4 aay 
Tus Quarter, 110) indexeg contnbuton to FamiySeann Read more anout 
This Year, 5.696 pons bere 
Since | Startec: 551% How are points calculated? 
Pomts corfespond tp recards you hawe indexed, adjusted 
P € Somme projects are mach more S h Thi 
Manes Suberatlend 
= cords receive al least one €arc 1S 
cry] proccts may ove Bl 
OInts per recoed og 


My Final Indexing Numbers 


Finally an index for Chicago was made available for the 1940 Census at Ancestry.com. My Blog List 
Found my father and his family immediately. It would have taken me forever going through 
the 9th ward page by page. They did indeed live in the 9th ward as | thought. They lived in 


the West Pullman area of Chicago. | did not expect to find them to be that far south. The hehehe 


Kappel family worked for Pullman Rail Car Company for many years. | looked up for a picture ee 
of the house the family lived in on Normal Avenue at Google Maps Street View. It appears Branches on the 
that this address is a vacant lot. Sadly | could not get a picture of their house. At least | have beh 
an idea of what the neighborhood was like. The house was valued $3500 which was $1500 i sss 
dollars more than the California property belonging to my Forgey grandparents. iy 
| also was able to locate my Grandfather Rudolph Kappel's brothers and their properties. | Arlene Eakle's 
am not sure whether the John Kappel | found is the correct man? | don't know what his wife's Tennessee Blog 

eee ; . The DAR, The 
name was? | need to do some more research to see if this is the right guy? The others likely WPA, and your 
are all correct. Steven was a cabinet maker for the railroad and Joseph was a woodworker at Genealogy 
a piano factory. Herman worked in a steel mill like his brother William. My grandfather 3 years ago 
evidently was unemployed and cleaning alleys for the city. 
The information I've found has been very interesting, and hopefully may lead me to cousins 

Followers 


who may have family photos? | now have a better idea of the birth order of my Kappel Aunts 
and Uncles too. 
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John Kappel's house 
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Steven Kappel's Apartment House 


Posted by at | bal 
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Monday, July 30, 2012 


Book Sale Bible Update 


—_—s oe I & Poet foun 
4 


Dimy tn Rvanstoe, on Wednewtay, 


Deteber Jie, Gowran, mfeat soo af ave wy ae HT” SS Say ty f ; 
Victor and Charlesphoue Kagetrum, 2 dntt hawk 7p 
aged four weeks, Bet. 420-12 SN wl KF ikt 
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Uinta Chieftan November 3, 1883, 
page 3 


Glad to have heard from a person 
related to this family. So glad to get 
to additional info on this family from 
them. After picking this bible up at a 
used book sale at Whittier Public 
Library's store I had wondered who 


Whittier Public library book sale 


the family was? There are no 

surnames listed in the bible. I was only able to find the surname after the US Census was 
posted on the Internet. 

Wyoming Territory sounded so isolated I wondered if this family had much support when 
their first child died only a few weeks after his birth? It was nice to see later children 
survived infancy. The Uinta Chieftan obituary did mention the support of friends. Evanston 
was not as isolated in 1883 as I was thought. His father Victor Engstrum was born in 
Sweden and was a Jeweler and involved in the cattle business. 

If you would like to know more about this family Find-A-Grave has more info. Godfrey's 
Tombstone and info http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=40221242 
Father Victor's Tombstone and info http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi? 
page=gr&GSIn=engstrum&GSfn=victor&GSiman=1 &GScid=225471&GRid=40221244& 


Below is the entire family record as recorded in the bible. 
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Presented by Mother to Victor in 1880 
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Thursday, July 26, 2012 


How Much Space Do I have left in the Free 
Cloud? 


LL == 


Sync complete 


Annette Kapple Pause 

annettekapple@hotmail.com Open Google Drive folder 

1.6 GB of 2 GB used Visit Google Drive on the web 
View iterns shared with me 


annetickapple gmail.com 
2.63GB (53%) of 5.00GB uted 


dy) Settings 
ut & Get more storage 
s Install Preferences... 
Help 
\y Upgrade About 
Fa] Sign out et seoge ar 
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After two days of syncing space in the free cloud it's 
filling fast. | would like to save space for the future so | 
am going to start slowing down syncing. | have been 
syncing the most import things first. Personal pictures 
are the most important and hard to replace so they are 
uploaded first. Hard to replace documents second, and 
so on. | have to figure out which videos to save first 
because they take up lots of space. My videos alone 
take up a little over 5 GB. 

| am using 73% of my Drop Box space and 53% of my 
Google Drive space without the videos. It looks like | 
can't save videos to Skydrive. So | will have to divide 
them between Drop Box and Google Drive. 

| am finding the syncing is going slowly and it's best to 


upload one file folder at a time. It would cost $9.99 a month for me to buy additional space at 


Drop Box, which | don't want to do. 


| started moving things to Drop Box a year ago. | should have been updating it as | got 
documents | wanted saved to the cloud. It becomes confusing if you wait and later forget 
which files you already uploaded. | started fresh with Google Drive which is now the most 
complete backup. Moving everything on your computer to the cloud can be time consuming 
but worth it when you think of the time it would take to replace everything or losing things 


which can't be replaced. 


| 7 Minutes and 30 Seconds remaining 


Copying 3,232 iter 


from USB DISK (F:) to Documents (C2\Users\\annet...\ Documents) 


About 7 Minutes and 3) Seconds remaining 
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Sync complete 

Pause 

Open Google Drive folder 
Visit Google Drive on the web 
View items shared with me 
annetickapple@gmail.com 
2.6368 (53%) of 5.00GB uted 


Get more storage 


Preferences... 
Help 
About 


Quit Google Drive 


(MO More details 


from Videos ...\Videos.lrbrary-ms) to Pictures (C:\Users...\Pictures) 


About 4 Minutes and 30 Seconds remaining 


More details 


Wednesday, July 25, 2012 


What to keep and what to toss? My cluttered 


Cloud 
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| tend to like to hold on to things. My father used be the tosser/organizer in our household. 
He would sometimes get carried away and toss important stuff. | on the other hand would 
keep too much stuff and the important stuff would get lost in it all. | am trying to find a happy 
medium between these two extreme styles. I've quickly filled up my free cloud storage at 
Google Drive and Drop Box (I am now going to open a Skydrive account at Microsoft for 
additional storage). | don't want to pay for cloud storage | would rather put that money 
towards other things. Over the years even a small cost adds up. 


I've been catching up on my backups to the cloud. Doing this I've noticed how bad my 
computer filing has been and how inconsistent | have been when it comes to putting things in 
the right folder. So | am cleaning up sweeping out and reorganizing as | go along. What | am 
discovering as | go along is: 


1. | should try to limit the number of folders | have because that it over complicating my 
filing. 

2. | should toss duplicates because | am backing up to several places anyway. 

3. | need to keep the collateral information separate | have some merged with my own 
line. 


4. When it comes to backing up first save what can't easily be replaced ie stuff that's not 
already stored in digital form on a reliable site like Ancestry.com or Family Search 
where | can access again. 


5. All my important documents linking generations need backing up no matter how easy | 
can replace them. 

6. Name my files appropriately so they will come up in my searches. | sometimes 
download and don't name something or give the file an obscure and can't find it again. 

7. | should backup any new document or photo | get immediately, otherwise, | will forget 
later whether it had been backed up or not. | don't have enough space to back up 
everything over and over. 


The advice given on "The Hoarders" show regarding keeping and tossing can also apply to 
my digital files. Can this info be easily accessed again? Is it irreplaceable? Do | really need to 
keep everything I've collected over the years? | am finding that some things can certainly go 
without compromising my research. The Free storage offered by most cloud services is 
actually more than enough to keep my important stuff. It's just going to take me some time 
sorting out the important stuff. | feel like one of the Hoarders not wanting to part with anything 
and wrestling with every file | have. | am starting to let go slowly. 

Thinning the volume out is going to help me focus and find what is most important. | won't get 
a headache every time | open my genealogy folder. 
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Posted by Annette at 12:07, PPM 3 comments: te 


Friday, July 20, 2012 


DNA Progress Report Update 


Checked Family Tree DNA and found out my kit was received today! | think this is interesting 
because today would have been my father's 79th Birthday. | mailed it from California on 
Monday. Hopefully being checked in on my father's birthday will be a good omen! 


Order Progress & History 


~ Family Finder 
» Ordered - 7/13/2012 
© Kit 
Received - 7/20/2012 
» Sent- 7/13/2012 
» Ordered - 7/12/2012 


View Complete Order History 


Beginning My Autosomal DNA Journey 
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Kappel Cousins 


| took advantage of the recent sale at Family Tree DNA to order an autosomal DNA test. This 
test generally does not track as far back generation wise as the Y and Mt DNA tests. It can, 
however, on occasion capture a distant relationship. The reason for this is Autosomal DNA is 
non sex linked DNA which is divided into smaller and smaller segments as it is passed down 
in the family. Everyone inherits half of their parents DNA. This half can be scrambled in any 
way. So siblings would inherit different segments. We all have small fragments passed down 
from previous generations. As DNA is passed from generation to generation many segments 
are lost. So traces of our earliest ancestors can no long be found in our DNA. This test is 
very accurate going back 3 generations, and occasionally there is a small fragment which 
can lead us back to 5 generations and little beyond. 
| received my test kit in the mail a few 

days after ordering it. | was so excited = 
about it that | tested the very day | got —eed (ee 
it. | was a little surprised that the t i : : roa! 
scrapper was so abrasive on my anne 
check that it caused irritation and ete 


bleeding. You have to suffer for your —— semana) | Se 
family history sometimes. It was very aman Se 
easy all in all. | did have some | ae 
difficulty ejecting the scrapper into the =: a comings 
vial. It took a few pushes to finally get eee a Ca 


it in. Everything else was easy ==i\-— ne 
because an addressed envelope is ima 
provided with the kit. Forgey Cousins 

Now it's just a waiting game. | went 

into the site and provided them with all the info | know about my ancestors in the form of a 
gedcom file. They also wanted to know the name of my earliest male ancestor on my father's 
side and the earliest female on my mother's side. They are Andreas Koppel b. 1780 and 
Elena Gracia who | have no additional info on. 

The fact | don't have any stats for my Great-Grandmother Elena points up the problem with 
several lines. Loss of records and the inability to gain access to records in Nicaragua has 
created a brickwall nearly impossible to breakdown. | also have a difficult brickwall for my 
Great-Grandmother Helen Mullen-Mason in Ireland due to record losses. DNA may be the 
only way to scale these brickwalls. 

Another problem on my father's Kappel side is loss of contact with most of his uncles, aunts 
and cousins. This has left a serious gap in my knowledge of that family which has been a 
complete mystery to me since childhood. | had heard many stories about my mother's family, 
but few about the Kappel family in Chicago. | had wondered whether the family was Jewish? 
| had heard this talked about at my childhood at family gatherings. We were Catholic so the 
Jewish side was mysterious to me and | wanted to know more about them. There seemed to 
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be a complete backing away from this side of the family due to possible Jewish origins. The 
sad history of the Jewish people causes many to turn their backs on Jewish heritage in their 
family. It's too painful for some to deal with. | didn't want to turn my back on this possibility. | 
wanted to know how the Holocaust may have affected our family in Austria? | was not able to 
get any answers until recently. | am hoping my DNA test will lead me to a greater 
understanding of the origins of this side of my family. | have no pictures of my Kappel Great- 
Grandparents and would like to make contact with a cousin who might have some? Above is 
a chart showing my current knowledge regarding cousins in this line. As you can see there 
were 11 children and | only have data for a few. Contrast that with my Forgey family where 
my knowledge is complete. Even more striking is the nearly complete lack of any knowledge 
for my grandmother's family owing to the near impossibility of getting anything from 
Nicaragua, and my young when my grandmother died. 
So this DNA test has the potential to expand my family history in many ways. My ethnic 
breakdown will be as interesting as finding new cousins. 


Samuel Del Castillo 


Concepcion Del Castillo > 
Gracela Del Castillo : 


Wednesday, July 18, 2012 


Euros For Ireland & "The 1766 Religious 
Census" 
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The 1766 Religious Census is an important source for Irish research. It actually covered a 
very small segment of the population, but because of heavy record loses in Ireland is 
important to consult. It looks like my ancestors were part of the lucky few recorded on it. 
Only a transcription is available at ancestry.com. The original is housed at the National 
Archives in Dublin. Many of the original pages are missing. | lucked out again in the fact that 
Creggan Parish lists survive. 

| decided it would be best to have a 


tees 
copy of the original. It is always ‘See oaneee 
important to use the best source © Cheques. benkdratts or money orders should be made payatie to th 
which would be the original. When | * Orders from abroad must be paid i euro and payment should accompany 


tracked down the location of the 

original at the National Library | sent 

an email to them requesting instructions on how to order a copy and the cost. The cost was 
reasonable $3.30 or 2.60 Euros. | forgot to ask about what form of payment would be 
acceptable to them. Since it takes a while to receive an email reply | used some credits at 
Google Voice to call them. Had a little trouble getting the call to go through. | found out you 
have to leave out the city code in the number. | was told a bank draft in the form of Euros or 
an international postal money order would be acceptable. | was also directed back to their 
website where there were similar instructions ( | could not find this page when | looked the 
first time). 

These instructions seemed reasonable and doable. | immediately consulted the US Postal 
service website to find out how to go about getting an international money order. | soon found 
out that these money orders could only be cashed in a few mainly third world countries. | 
Ireland was not on the list of countries which accepted these. So | then turned to my bank 
asking if | could get a Euro Bank draft. The Chase customer service person was very 
confused by my request. After waiting on hold a few minutes | was told that a cashiers check 
would be the same thing. No actually it would not. The Archives wanted payment in Euros 
and the cashiers check would be made out in Dollars. | contacted and visited several local 
banks asking about how | might be able to get Euros to Ireland at a reasonable price. | had 
been told about electronic transfers which were expensive, over $40. | was not willing to pay 
over $10 to get a record which cost $3.00 or 2.60 Euros. No one had any idea how to do that. 
One person did think that a regular money order could be easily cashed in Ireland, and 
should not present a problem for them. 

This was not as easy as | hoped it would be. | did want to comply with their instructions and 
get some Euros over to them. | thought maybe | could just send the Euros in cash which | 
could buy at the bank. | didn't realize that anything under 5 euros would only be available in 
coins not paper money. | could have sent 5 Euros but they may feel obligated to return my 
change, or just not accept it at all and return it to my. The fact that the cost was so small was 
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actually presenting problems at this point. 
| did finally discover that Well Fargo had an international division. | found out that it would 
cost $30 to get a Euro draft from them and | would have to open an account with them. | 
would loved to leave Chase bank, which | hate, but $30 was out of the question. 
| decided to go the the recommendation just to send a regular money order. If they accepted 
it that would be great, if not there was nothing else | could do. 
Happily they accepted the payment and | received a large envelope from them yesterday. | 
got much more than | expected. | was just requesting one page, but got 7 legal size pages for 
all of Creggan Parish. 
What immediately jumped out at me is 
the fact | had the County wrong. Most 2 
of those listed were in Armagh. | ; ab of fe Chuscde 
thought my family was in Armagh. The - 
Forgey and Reynolds families both 
were located in Louth. They were 


a3 on Den on of Sorat oF 
mt F avs pA hh Lanne eee Ups (2 é 
among only 33 Protestants residing in = om 4 
Co. Louth. The other nearly 1000 
people were residents of Armagh. 
They have these 33 people 
misidentified as living in Armagh at Ancestry.com. 

Sadly the exact townland they lived in is not recorded. They lived in an area described as 
Five Towns. No one is certain which towns were being referred to? They could be any of the 
10 townlands in Creggan Parish Co. Louth. 

| also don't see any other Forgeys or Reynolds amongst the nearly 1000 people on these 
lists. So we have a James and Andrew Forgy and Hugh Reynolds. | might deduce that the 
Forgy family came from Co. Down where the name was more common, and only fairly 
recently to 1766 migrated to that area. 

Reynolds family researchers found marriage documents for their family in Dundalk Co. Louth. 
These families likely lived near Dundalk. Lease records may provided more info on these 


families. 
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Monday, July 16, 2012 


Good Excuses for Not Indexing the 1940 


If you need a reason not to index the 1940 Census anymore here are some deemed 
acceptable: 


Actually | have been diligently Indexing but my Cat or Dog keeps hitting keys on 
the computer and deleting all that | have done. 


My internet has been down. 
My computer isn't working. 
My cat or dog sleeps on the keyboard and | can't use it. 


| can't find my keyboard because of the stacks of genealogy paperwork on my 
desk. 


My family hogs the only computer we have. 
My family wasn't in this country in 1940. 


This project is full of idiots who can't read even the best handwriting and | don't 
hang out with idiots. 
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¢ The arbitrators are unfair and | am on strike. 

e Low scores on my indexing has hurt my self esteem | am seeking therapy. 

e This whole project has gone on longer than | expected and my attention span is 
short. 

e The handwriting is too difficult to read. 

e | have actually been working at a paying job to feed and shelter my family (I can't 
miss Phineas and Ferb during my off hours either)! 

e | don't do anything for FREE. 

e I've found my family so I'm OUT. 

¢ Doing my own genealogy research is more fun. 

e This Indexing thing isn't working out for me (sorry can't be more specific). 

e This Indexing stuff looks and feels like real work! | am allergic to real work and 
break out in hives. 


e Just plain BURNED OUT!! I've indexed over 50,000 records and | am ready to 
snap! (this is the most acceptable excuse) 


Saturday, July 14, 2012 


Early Transcribers Preserved Records Later 
Lost 


The Irish religious Census and Quebec Tanguay records are 
examples of how early transcription preserved the contents 
of records later lost. Anyone with ancestors in Quebec or 
Ireland should be grateful to these 19th century genealogists 
who transcribed records in these areas. 

Father Cyprien Tanguay was a Priest and Genealogist. He 
was born in 1819 and died 1902. He was appointed to the 
Dominian Statistics Department because of his interest in 
the records kept there. He spent many hours consulting 
these records and compiled "Dictionnaire généalogique des 


familles canadiennes francaises depuis les origines de la 
colonie jusqu'a nos jours" a set books containing detailed 
family trees for every early settler. | am lucky he transcribed 
the records for St-Augustin Quebec because many of the 
pages are now missing from the church records. Sometime between the late 19th and 


recently someone removed whole sections from the church registers. When Ancestry.com 
offered free access to Canadian records a couple of weeks ago | took that opportunity to 
collect some family records. That is when | found out the St-Augustin book was butchered. 
Most of my family pages were missing. When | laid out everything | had as far as connecting 
generations in the Martin family | recognized how indebted we should be to Fr. Tanguay. His 
transcription is the only way we can bridge the gap between records. I've posted all of my 
relationship proof records here https://sites.google.com/site/forgeyfamilies/mason-to-martin- 
1624 You can see where the missing records are and Fr. Tanguay records fill the gap. 
Another person | am indebted to is Tenison Groves. He copied many records which were 
later destroyed in the Four Courts Building fire during the Irish Civil in 1921. He was a 
professional genealogists whose reports now form a very important record source in Ireland. 
He transcribed the 1766 Religious Census of Ireland (see right) We believe that Andrew 
Forgey and Hugh Reynolds are our ancestors? Few original pages still survive making this 
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an important document collection. It's 
one of the few surviving sources of 
family info during that time period; and 
the only source for some areas. 


We are also indebted to an unknown 
family member who was doing Mason 
Family research in the early to mid 
twentieth century. | believe it's a she? 
The distant cousin who provided me 
with the copy of the handwritten family 
history didn't know who actually wrote 
it or when? A small example of the 
writing is right. Who ever wrote this 
did a wonderful job. Everything I've 
looked up is correct. This is very 


unusual because most of the family 
histories passed on to me have 
contained major errors. Ida Mason 
daughter, of Peter and Mary Mason, may have made this out but we can't be sure? We would 
have had a very difficult time locating the family in Quebec if this information had not been 
recorded. The person who put this together had first hand knowledge of the family location in 
Quebec. 

The really Herculean efforts of these pre-computer age genealogists have provided us with 
valuable records, and family traditions which otherwise would have been lost. 


Thursday, July 12, 2012 


MyGenShare.com Beta Test Experience 


Bureau of Missing Persons Query by 
Harrel U Forgey in September 1967 


F91 (1) FORGEY, Harrel U, Box 123, Freetown, nd. 47225 Need nto 
about James FORGEY who came from Feland mh 1779, other than whal 
has been compiled by Wre Lucile F WALLACE, 44 Buena Vata 
Greecvite, S.C 


About the above Query 

The abeve query appeared in The Bureau of Missing Ancestors sector 
also referred to 4s “Deectory of Genealogets” which appeared m eact 
ssue of The Genealogesi Heiper The queanes pertamed to the exchange of famty mtoemstion 
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I've really enjoyed the privilege of 
being allowed to use MyGenshare site P eee 
during beta testing . I've just scratched A Genealagist's Retresner Course, 2nd ed 
the surface in the past few days. | aL ecaeneetaid secede 
have spent many hours looking over a Furthhaic Unddertebiinds (ceapeaenapeaican 
wealth of genealogy information 
shared here. This is certainly a very your Ancestors 
important site for beginners. It will es i x 
provide them with a great reference Managing A Genestowcal Progect 
library and how-to articles. I've been Preble oer 
researching many years, and I've aoa 
pretty much read every genealogy 
book available at the many libraries in 
my area. | still consider myself at an intermediate level, and continue to pursue further 
education. | have picked up many great tips this week at MyGenShare. It's been a very 
fruitful experience. The books and many referenced articles contain helpful advice on every 
aspect of research. They also contain inspirational articles. The genealogy humor book 
series "Collecting Dead Relatives” and "Further Undertakings of a Dead Relatives Collector" 
are at the site. I've read those books so many times and never get tired of them. There is 
also a genealogy search engine, and link directory which is very extensive. 


Some of the notes | made while using the site: 


1. Found a query placed by a Forgey cousin of mine in the 1960's in Everton's Genealogy 
Helper. 

2. Discovered that Scots-Irish was seen as a derogatory term. Ulster Scot was the term 
preferred by Scots who settled in Northern Ireland. 


3. When my Ulster Scot ancestors came to America the ship likely only had an 
approximate date of departure, so they would sometimes spend an extended time 
living and working in the port town. Liverpool was sometimes a departure port for the 
Ulster Scots. 


4. Ulster Scots often came over in groups led by a local preacher (you can also 
sometimes determine a place of origin if you know the date of emigration based on 
emigration patterns). 

5. Local histories are also a great source for Ireland. 

6. A majority of the felons transported to Virginia were non violent criminals. The 
transportation of criminals to the American South during the Colonial period gave the 
area a bad reputation. These people often served their sentences as slave labor on 
tobacco plantations. 

7. | found an article about someone with a similar background who had European 
ancestors who settled in Nicaragua. | believe some of my ancestors were Germans 
who settled in Nicaragua. | found the research as difficult as the person sharing their 
story in this article. Did get some good tips. | will try to get a baptismal certificate for my 
grandmother, if it has survived all the disasters? 

8. | also was reminded that deeds can be filed well after a person in the deed's death. 
Someone found one filed 110 years later. 


9. In order to own a piece of property you had to be over 18 years old. 


10. Alease record my be the only way to find out more about the Forgey's in Ireland. 
These records can contain a significant amount of genealogy. More people leased land 
than owned land. 


11. Landlords’ personal records are a great source for Irish research. 
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12. Talk to members of the local historical society where my ancestors lived. They are the 
most knowledgeable about local families. 


13. Between 1922 and about 1940 a woman could lose her citizenship for marrying an 
alien. 


Friday, July 6, 2012 


Free Microsoft Expression Software a Great 
Family History Tool! 


Expression Fncoder 4 


OOMMLOAD HELE EDETON 


| found a new toy! It's Microsoft's Expression Software. You can record your computer screen 
with it which allows you to make videos you can post on Youtube. You can make instructional 
videos showing your screen only, or combine it with other tools such as drawing and Movie 
Maker to make a creative Family History video. Expression Encoder offers a free version 
which only captures your screen in 10 minute increments. You can work around this and 
make longer videos by combining 10 minute segments in Microsoft Movie Maker. 

Here is a tutorial on how to use Expressions: http://youtu.be/gYhSo7U_CCg 

This wonderful video at Vimeo is a great example of what you can create: 
http://vimeo.com/30868456 


| made this video combining a Google My Map with Movie Maker 
. http://youtu.be/glp|JD6ujhA 


quebec2 


Made this second one using Open Office drawing where | inserted the picture of the map and 
and picture of a little boat. | then added pictures at Movie Maker. | got the music from 
Youtube enhancements audio. | figure it's best to use their own selection. which is copyright 
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safe. http://youtu.be/k1NrjhcG6nE 


The Martin Family Original Settlers of Quebec 2 


Saturday, June 30, 2012 
Metes and Bounds Troubles 


Drawing Metes and bounds deeds with Open Office 


| finally have most of my metes and bounds deeds platted. | wondered whether the free Deed 
Platter actually gave a correct representation of my ancestors properties? Some turned out 
looking quite odd. Many did not close correctly, and some lines ran too long. In these cases | 
wondered whether they were measuring all the way to the central marker? Another possibility 
is they weren't taking into account the degree angles and just adding up the pole numbers? 

| decided to use Open Office drawing to verify the plats | made from the free site. | found 
trying to reproduce these plats in drawing a little tricky. It takes a little manipulation to get the 
numbers exact. The degrees can only be estimated to the nearest degree, since only 
increments of 5 can be selected. This isn't really a big deal since the differences are 
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fractionally small. | was able to 
reproduce them, and they looked the 
same. | entered one of Jacob Roller's F mee, 
deeds at the Deed Platter site last ye: \, 
night. It actually closed perfectly! This ee \ 
also verifies that the site Ya : \ 
does accurate renderings of the ac 


Nee a” 


deeds. If a deed does not render ina 

plausible way then the deed likely has \ 
errors. \ 
| made a video for 

Youtube demonstrating some of what 

I've learned. | plan on ordering more ——— 
deeds to get a better idea of where Scale: 1 pixel = 168" (200 inches) 

Hugh Forgey lived. Plat your deeds " lw. genealogytools.net 


Jacob Rollers proper 


Anderson’. now Danie! 


Bloomer's ober 


Clinch River 


—— 
0 1/2 i mile 
Scale: 1 pixel = 16°68" (200 inches) 


Plat your deeds “ waw.genealogutools.net 


Tuesday, June 26, 2012 


Plotting to find your Ancestors 
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Hugh Forgey North of 
begins this 4. Cumberland Pa 
survey ——_ 
i 
| 
j 
! 
} 
} 
| 
| 
1 15. 
i ta—44 
——_] 
1/21 mite 
Seale: L pixel = 8374" (1000 inches 
Plat you deeds ” uun.genealogutools net 


Plotting or platting your ancestor's land isn't as easy as it may seem. | had previously used 
Google Earth to locate my ancestors land grants in the Midwest. This does not work with the 
older metes and bounds surveys. The deed surveys | have for my early ancestors all contain 
measurements in poles. | found a free online tool to draw these plat maps for me. The site 
has some basic instructions. | did not realize that some of the coordinate numbers on the 
surveys were degrees and not poles. | eventually realized some the numbers referred to 
degrees when some of the deeds did start stating this fact. Here is an example: 


. > Y ee A ae [Se 5 
ele Prt Mie— hel” And Coe 


The example above demonstrates that degrees were sometimes not included as a part of 
the land description. You can infer degrees when see the coordinates phrased like the 
example above. They seem to always state it when they are referring to poles. So a direction 
with a number, another direction, and number of poles would mean we are dealing with poles 
and degrees. So the above would refer to a line running southeast at a forty degree angle 
100 poles. You could draw this with a protractor or you could draw it with a drawing program 
which will calculate the angle for you. The easiest way is to use a program designed to do all 
this for you, when you enter the coordinates. 


| looked all over the internet for answers to questions regarding metes and bounds deeds. | 
did find some great instructions at About.com. Unfortunately, it didn't answer every question 
such as that above. | looked at some videos at Youtube, and FamilySearch Wiki. | would like 
see a course at FamilySearch Learning demonstrating every step in the process of platting. | 
couldn't even find many platted deeds and descriptions posted anywhere. A video showing 
someone platting a deed on paper would be great too. 


My primary purpose in platting these deeds was to find the approximate location of Hugh 
Forgey's property in Knox County, TN. | have a deed for his property and a couple of 
neighboring properties. One is a deed for a large 4000 acre tract which Hugh shares a line 
with. After platting this deed | now think Hugh's property could be a little south of Emory Road 
near Little Flat Creek. | was thinking it was North of Emory. | need to examine this deeds 
further to be certain of this. I've found this project to be very rewarding. Seeing the online of 
ancestors’ land brings you closer to them. It's interesting to reconstruct the area your 
ancestors lived in using neighboring surveys. The descriptions can be very vivid regarding 
the landscape too. You really get a better feel and appreciate for their surroundings when you 


do a project such as this. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2013-08-19T 15:32:00-07:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 


22/28 


1/18/24, 10:15 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 
Options for platting: 


1. Hand draw it with a protractor and compass 
2. Use a computer drawing software program 
3. Use the free tool on the internet at Deed Plat 


4. Buy a more powerful program such as Deed Mapper 


You'll find more 


oe 9W7e 
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Scale: 1 pixel = 16°8" (200 Inches) 


Tuesday, June 19, 2012 


Two brickwalls exploded today! 


Jane: Be Connsasy alia! Ealacie Possess Tp sinsdtn, stand asp kay 
eminem MT orby ay fac, Fig bap, Saresionl  f ny Gee Ting 
“ tee Moye, Meds Ss . r 
a, SO ; CYA a Goearer! Ke bt ae 
Daa TO any eet eer igen. . faiod Morn, A at nie Ba ae Gl 
“eS ty ine . . ~ 
Fonz Wake see Looeins Chow tmgae tat Shit PRL pear Ld tea fe, bet 
o 4 “> 
© Lobt canhatsral Brice og Aap Arn Atectmal GP nge Mapa 
“a 
Gxt atl (New & shy a AE Least aes seattle 4g! Migealns 
a \ : , 7 4 — 
& tke s dng Me Matt. Lat % > then Coa APF) 


The Virginia Memory project and Nan's careful reading of these many page difficult to read 
documents is responsible! Thanks Nan! 

| searched plaintiff and defendant names in the search boxes and forgot to do a general 
name search yesterday, and walked away thinking there was nothing else here. 

This document confirms the inferred brother relationship between Andrew Forgey and 
Archibald Forgey. | also confirms that Ann (Anna) was the daughter of Jacob Roller. We had 
inferred that because one of Anna's sons was named Jacob Roller Forgey. | was never able 
to find a baptismal record to confirm this. Earlier | had posted that | was searching for 
Lutheran Church records in Rockingham and Shenandoah Counties Virginia. Now | can 
continue to trace the Jacob Roller and Eva Zirkle line with confidence. 

This document also contains a great story about my Andrew and Anna family. According to 
document Andrew and Anna Forgey migrated to Indiana which is correct. This narrative then 
takes a wrong turn and describes them as migrating beyond the Rocky Mountains where 
they are murdered by hostile Indians? | am afraid not. The true story is they settled in 
Indiana. When Anna dies a decade after migrating to the area. Andrew then migrates to the 
Davenport, lowa area where he remarries and dies of a stroke in old age. Andrew lived a 
very quiet life of farming. The Rollers should have been able to reach Hugh Forgey by letter 
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because he continued to live in Indiana? 
This is now definitely one of my most cherished documents! 
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Monday, June 18, 2012 


Alex Forgey Found? A twenty year court 
battle 


| wrote in my last post that Alexander Forgey went missing several times in his life. | 
wondered whether anything else would surface for this elusive man. Wonder no more 
because a great find has been made! Nan continues to follow the roll-out of new records at 
Virginia Memory. She found a case referring to Alexander Forgey as defendant in a recently 
added Augusta County, VA Chancery Court collection. This digitized record contains an 8 
page summary of his case. It likely stems from the sale of Alexander Forgey's wife's dowry 
back to her father Samuel Meek. | guess there was continued haggling over who owned 
what? In this case Alexander states he was coerced into turning over property which had 
actually belonged to him. All this led to a twenty year quarrel over property in dispute. 
Thankfully, this twenty year feud led to the creation of records for this elusive man. What 
we've now gleaned is that Alexander Forgey lived at least until the early 1800's. | had lost 
track of him after 1796. Court records confirm he was in court in 1803, and probably was also 
in court in 1807. Alexander had sold his property in January 1796. He no longer appears on 
tax lists after that date. | don't know if he actually continued to live there and was exempt 
from paying taxes at that point? He may also have migrated to Tennessee where he had 
family. The 1810 Census for Tennessee is missing; so he could have lived there and not 
been recorded on any records. Hawkins County suffered serious early record losses, which 
could be why nothing has surfaced there for him? Another possibility is that the Knox County, 
Tennessee property purchased by Alexender Forgey was actually purchased by the Senior 
Alexander? 

There are concrete facts in the documents from which inferences can be drawn. Here is a 
summary: 


1. It seems like a forgone conclusion, after reading through this, that Alexander Forgey 
lived into at least the early 19th century. 


2. Jacob Anderson is said to have provided security for Alexander. Don't know if he is a 
relation? 

3. Alexander Forgey was awarded a judgement against Samuel Meek for $66.67 (a lot of 
money then). 

4. Samuel Forgey planned to appeal the judgement against him to the Staunton District 
Court in Augusta County, VA. 


It looks like the court papers being digitized for Augusta County Chancery Court Staunton 
District are loose case files. | don't think they are digitizing the order books? So | am thinking 
that anyone interested in Alexander Forgey and his line might want to order the court order 
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microfilms available for borrowing through the LDS Family History Centers. There are order 
books for both Augusta District and Staunton District. Here is a very interesting blog post 
regarding these records 
http://www. virginiamemory.com/blogs/out_of_the_box/2012/06/18/augusta-co-chancery- 
reveals-pioneer-stories-of-western-virginia/ 

If Alexander Forgey did not live to collect his judgement his heirs may have collected. So the 
court orders may contain the names of his heirs? 


Saturday, June 16, 2012 


WANTED!!! A. Forgey between 1775 & 1779 
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Alexander Forgey is one of the most elusive people I've researched. | have no idea where he 
was between the time he disappeared from Cumberland County, PA in 1774 and 1779 when 
he seemed to have settled in Washington County, VA. Also, | lose trace of him after 17967 If 
we could find his locations in these time periods we might be able to find a brickwall breaking 
record? We are trying to verify that the above children are his. 
| believe he would have been married at least a couple of times based on his age. He 
seemed to have a short duration marriage in 1786 which is the only marriage I've found for 
him. Any earlier marriage would seem to have taken place possibly in Ireland or 1760's South 
Carolina or Pennsylvania? With very few records to go on it is difficult establish whether 
Alexander Forgey had children or not. 

I've searched all the records available through the Family History Library for the areas | know 
he lived in. | feel like any breakthrough will come in a different location unknown to us at this 
time? | would recommend that anyone with possible connections to this line try to locate 
Alexander's locations in the time periods he is missing. 
It will be a major earthshaking breakthrough to find any additional info on him! 
Here is a timeline and what we've found already. 
e Lucille Wallace felt that an Alexander Forgie/Forgy who arrived in Charleston 

South Carolina in 1768 was the same Alexander as above. If true we might infer 

that Alexander was born sometime before 1746. Tax lists would point to him being 

at least 21 in 1772. 


e 13 February 1768 he receives a warrant for Land in Granville or Craven County 
Carolina for 100 acres 


¢ | don't find him again until 1772 when appears on a Taxlist with Andrew Forgey in 
Cumberland County PA 


¢ His last appearance in Cumberland County, PA was on a Tax list in 1774 


e We don't see him on any records again until 1781 when he appears on a tax list in 
Washington County, Virginia (we know Andrew Forgey was in Washington 
County, VA in 1779 when he is involved in a court case). 


e He purchases land in Washington County, VA in 11 October 1782 

e He marries Agnes Meek in 1786 

e 1787 there was a white male in his household between 17 and 21 years of age 
e His marriage to Agnes ends in 1788 

e He witnesses a deed in Washington County, VA in 1792 

e In 1794 there are 3 white males over 16 in the household according to taxlist 


e In January 1796 he sells his Washington County, VA property and | lose track of 
him completely 
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Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Tuesday, June 12, 2012 


Lessons From Jamboree 2012 


This past weekend's Genealogy Jamboree live stream 


Search This 
Blog 


proved very helpful to me! All of the sessions from the 
first, dealing with placing your ancestors in historical 
context; to the last, finding Diaries and Journals were 


very thought provoking. Being at home in front of the 
computer already | was able to put some of their 


ee — My Blog List 
suggestions into practice immediately. | went to google 
books and found some of the books that were EEE 
recommended plus additional related books. Geneabloggers 
The NARA Military records talk helped Blogiversary 


DAILY PRSONNE, Diamy 


perm ores — =: Spotlight: Empty 
ant irs ae : = : : Branches on the 


me locate the ship info for my twin 


Uncles who were in the Navy. Some ei) pre eats Family Tree 

of which I've posted here. s 2 days ago 

Curt Witcher addressed the problem ° a Se en 
v 


we sometimes run into when we don't 
Arlene Eakle's 


have focused goals. We then aimlessly search for nothing in particular, and spend fruitless Tennessee Blog 


hours searching the internet. | feel like participating in Second Life, and all the educational The DAR, The 
activities I've participated in the last couple years, has helped me to focus my research and WPA, and your 
actually find solutions to family mysteries. Blogging helps me focus too, and analyze what | Hehe 
find more accurately. 

Here is a link to the Syllabi for these sessions 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ra3yvqceqmb40ng/3l8nVnVdzu/Stream%20Video%20Syllabi.pd Followers 


f 


| picked up interesting tips from all the speakers. 


Here are some of the sites mentioned which | got my attention: 


1. Mentioned by Lisa Louise Cooke for creating photo collages www.ShapeCollage.com 
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2. My Genshare, not available yet, is going to be a very important Genealogy website 
with links, genealogy ebooks, periodicals, and maps 
http://mygenshare.com/mgs/coming_soon 


3. | don't recall hearing about this genealogy look-up service before. Genlighten sounds 
like a great resource for long distance research http://www.genlighten.com 


Posted by Annette at 8:31PM Nocomments: [ix] 


Sunday, June 10, 2012 


A Look at My Lulu Family History Book 


A first look through my Forgey Book 


| received my "Our Forgey Family History" in the mail from Lulu yesterday (it took 4 days 
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from the time they shipped it). | thought it came out AWESOME (video above isn't very clear, aaa 
but give an idea of how it turned out)! Never having published anything | worried about View my complete 
whether text might get cut off because | didn't lay it out correctly. Everything printed; even profile 
some of the text | had previously questioned was not in fact cut off. The charts appear uncut. 
The quality of the book is as good as any text book you might find in a college bookstore. 
The paper very white and silky smooth. All of the colors printed very well, and the text is a 
good font size. | should have printed chapter headings at the top. Otherwise, it's a more than 
satisfactory first experience with publishing! | hear the black and white copies, which are 
much cheaper, are also good quality. | will be ordering black and white to give to relatives. 
| do want to continue publishing even more stories, and research results. Looking through it 


Feedjit 


in printed form jogged my memory, and | now have a list of more subjects to research. 

No one would believe all the time and spent on this little 102 page book. Not only my time 
and money, but that of many others too. It represents many years of research. Like Joshua 
Taylor said in his session, yesterday at Jamboree, Family History is a life long pursuit. It's not 
something you do in a weekend. Someone contacted me once about putting together a 
family history as a Christmas present. He thought if he started in August he would have 
enough time to put one together one for Christmas that same year. When you are just 
beginning your research that is not enough time; unless, you are luckier than me! 


Saturday, June 2, 2012 


How Many People does it Take to Write a 
Family History? 


Our Forgey Family History 
Gy Annetie Kanpie 


Views thin Author's Spotighe 
Paperback 101 Pages This Aum has not been rated yet 
Price: $25.70 

Stipe in SS bomemese dows 


My Forgny Fanuly History 


Prewew 


It takes a village It literally does take a village to write a good family history book. | have 
seen very few good family history books. Even some of the good ones have factual errors. 
Professionals with the best resources at their finger tips can produce an error ridden product. 
A family history book, American Tapestry, recently put together for Michelle Obama contains 
some erroneous connections. I've tried my best to provide the most accurate info in my book. 
As more records are found | may find that | will have to revise my book at a later time. 

The problem which arises most often, writing these family histories, is when an author 
becomes overly ambitious and tries to include too many lines in one book. A book which 
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attempts to provide info about hundreds or thousands of people makes it virtually impossible 
for a single average writer to do all the necessary research to verify every piece of info, and 
generally is just a compilation of family trees found on the internet. The one exception would 
be the genealogist who has personally documented every detail on every person over a 
number of years doing research. Most of those who write these books rely on others to 
provide vital statistics on each person. Lucille Wallace is an example. When she wrote her 
Forgey family history in the 1950's she wrote to Forgey families asking them to provide the 
info they had on their own line. She did do some research on each line, but it was very 
limited. The book was good by Family History book standards. It did contain many wrong 
connections, because the research wasn't thorough enough. The author's own line was the 
most accurate, as usually the case. 

| have written a more limited family history for a single immigrant family (instead of everyone 
with the surname) and their descendants to about the 5th generation. In doing this | have 
included about 600 names. | have basically done the same thing as Lucille Wallace, and 
used info provided by others on most collateral lines. | just don't have the time to track down 
info on 600 people. Unlike Lucille | have been able to use records posted online to verify 
what | can (I have verified nearly every relationship to the point where | am highly confident, 
but some exact dates could be wrong?). What | can't verify online | have had to rely on others 
to provide. | have done extensive research on my own line which should hold up to scrutiny 
by other researchers. Most of the info | have not been able to personally verify has been 
provided by skilled researchers- unlike Lucille Wallace who relied heavily on the family 
traditions of those she wrote to. Some of those who provided her with info transmitted stories 
which were passed down verbally from generation to generation, which is helpful but needs 
verification using documents. 

The technical formatting of my family history has been a challenging learning experience. | 
am going with Lulu to self publish my book. | noticed | haven't made my page margins equal 
on the left and right hand sides in portions of my manuscript. I'll have to see how this looks. 
As | understand the left and right page margin should be set to 0.8 to give enough space for 
binding. I've ordered a copy to see if my layout is alright. I'll be reviewing this copy for picture 
print quality too. | might have to adjust to clarity of some of pictures? 

My advice to those interested in writing a family history is only take on as much as you can 
handle so you can produce the highest quality book. If you want to produce a 

more comprehensive family history it does take the active participation of several people 
helping with research and proof reading. A family history is full of facts which need checking. | 
have been reading a wonderful family history which would have been perfect with more focus 
on fact checking. This person did not know when the Civil War started, which led them to 
incorrectly date a family letter. | have noticed some family had been left out of this 300 page 
book. | think scope of the book was just too wide ranging which made editing extremely 
difficult. 

| think it is extremely important to record yourself reading your manuscript to get a feel for 
how it reads. Use spell check several times and read it over as many times as possible for 
grammar errors. Order a black and white copy of your book to check to see if the layout is 
correct and use that copy to edit further. A black and white copy is only $5 to $10. | have 
noticed several people have ordered $100 in copies, or even more, of their book only to 
discover it wasn't laid out correctly or they didn't catch all of their typos. You do need to order 
a proof copy before making the book available to others (Lulu occasionally offers one free to 
authors) . | will post images of my book when | get it in a few days. 


Friday, May 25, 2012 
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Designing Your Own Genealogy Charts 


Really working hard trying to put my 
family history book together. | tried to 
make a pedigree chart using my 


Grandparents & Great Grandparents 


faves Lucene Del Custibe 


Go 
8 
P Graremte Nica 
ob 
e 


gedcom file and saved it as a PDF. amie ™ 
When | tried to upload it at Lulu the file ; 

wasn't accepted. | then turned to aime Brtkor eh 
designing my own chart. Since my : - ; ee 


focus in the book is the Forgey line 
designing my own chart really is the c 

best solution anyway. | decided to am Jee Lg — i 
make a basic hierarchical chart 

beginning with my grandparents in two 

rectangular boxes, with my great-grandparents boxes going down the page. Not sure about 
how colors and fancy formatting would translate as far as publishing at Lulu, so | decided to 
just go very basic. Hopefully, Lulu will accept this PDF. Lulu does not accept PDF's without 
embedded fonts. 

Looking at several videos at the Microsoft Charts page | see you can really create some 
interesting personalized charts. With time and creativity you can produce a work of art. | like 
the idea of making unconventional charts that will display well in a book format, or on an 8x11 
piece of paper. 

You can see my entire chart here https://docs.google.com/open?id=OBwF6- 
JJ2FtA1Vm52QUZuY3U5T2s 

In other news | received an email from someone descended from the Forgy family of 
Pennsylvania and Ohio. He took the FT DNA Family Finder test. This family did not match my 
line as far as the Y test goes. This may have been due to a non paternity event in one branch 
of that family. | am curious as to whether this person's Family Finder results may show a 
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relationship to our family? Since this is an autosomal test it may not pick up a relationship 
that far back in time? 


Wednesday, May 16, 2012 


Searching for John and Nancy Forgey in 
Maury County, T'N 


Sch Dever, Ciractes 
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The search continues for John and Nancy Forgey documents in Maury County, Tennessee. | 
thought | might find them in deeds records. | sent a request to Maury County Archives and 
asked for a search of their indexes for the Forgey/Forgy surname. They did not find them 
listed in the deeds. | might search myself eventually because it's always possible the name 
was badly misspelled. | should also check the deeds records for Giles County, TN. Numerous 
entries were found for the Andrew and Eleanor Forgey's children. 

So far I've only seen John Forgey listed with Andrew Forgey on Taxlists for Giles and Maury 
County, TN the 1820 Census for Maury County. We know that John Forgey was in the 
Giles/Maury County in 1810 when he was appointed Militia Captain. He also appears to have 
been involved in a lawsuit in 1813: 

"Giles County TN 1813-11-16 


On motion of Isaac SAMS by John WHITE his atty. and it appearing to the satisfaction of this court that the 
said Isaac SAMS has paid as security for John FORGEY, the sum of $11.23 on an execution which issued in 
pursuance of a judgment rendered at the last term of this court in favour of William BALL against said 
FORGEY & AMS, it is considered by the court that plft. recover against said deft. the aforesaid sum. (Judg. & 
Clks. fees paid) GI Cty. Ct. Min. 
John is not mentioned in any records for Maury County after 1820. Although, | believe this 
1822 Maury County Deed book entry probably refers to John Forgey, because | have not 
found a John Forney living in the area at the time: 

July 1822 - Shane B. La tuaaeietd,. Fuessent Nelson, John Forney. 


October 1822 - 3 E. Turner, Soloron P. Maxwell. 
danusry 1823 --Sdward W. Dele 


Maury County Will abstract 


| have not found Nancy Forgey mentioned in any records in that area. 


This is the deeds Index for James Forgey the Maury County archives Clerk sent me: 
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James Forgey — Direct Index - Seller 


Book & Px. Acres ete Buyer 

1-J-451 jot William K, Hill 
1-P-60 22 G. C. Greenfield 
1-R-181 tot William K. Hunter 
1-17-54 36 -146/160 A.M. Buckner 
1-T-55 lot A. H. Buckner 


James Forgey — Reverse Index — Buyer 


Book & Pg Acres etc Seller 

1-M-486 ot William A. Maxwell 
1-P- 58 22 Taswell S, Alderson 
1-Q-340 ot Willis HM. Boddie 
1-Q-343 Mormgage David Gillespie 
1-S-225 5 Thomas S. Spencer 


Read more » 


Friday, May 4, 2012 


Join the Marines see Nicaragua?? 


The Forgey Family in Nicaragua 


I've been collecting family pictures and scanning them for a Family History book. When | 
found a song at YouTube called Nicaragua | knew | needed to make a photo video (just click 
above to watch). 

My grandfather Charles Lynn Forgey was a US Marine. He joined the Marines in June 1916 
(he was actually under age at the time so he lied about his age). First stationed at Mare 
Island Alameda, California he shipped out to Nicaragua in 1917. 

My grandfather met and married my grandmother in Nicaragua. He remained in Nicaragua 
after his June 1920 discharge. He worked in the Chontales Honduras gold mines and for the 
Asotria Mahogany Comapny which was based in New York. Two children were born in 
Nicaragua. Isis Forgey (misspelled Hayses in her birth record) and my mother Edna Forgey. 
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Isis was the oldest and sadly died a few months after her 
birth in 1920. According to the death record she died at 
half past 2 am on May 13, 1920 of an acute 
Gastrointestinal Infection. My mother was stung by a 
scorpion as a toddler and had to learn to walk a second ee nee 
time after that. : 
The family left Nicaragua in 1925 aboard the mail 
steamer Venezuela. My mother recalls leaving 
Nicaragua. She rode on a mule or donkey to the ship. 
She remembers monkeys trowing twigs. She threw one 


Isis Forgey death record 


of her shoes overboard once they got on the ship. She 

also remembers the cabin steward was Chinese. Most of the passengers were American. 
They stopped at Mazatlan Mexico where passengers were taken off in baskets for site 
seeing. 

They landed in San Pedro California where the family lived a short time. 


Usy oF UNITED STATES croueNs 


a ey RAST 
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Tuesday, May 1, 2012 


A Software Generated Family History 


I've been comparing software generated Family templates for creating a Family History. | 
started out by using my own Rootsmagic program. | used the modified register report and 
added more photos for family members. It produced a nice layout, with lots of detail included 
in the family group layout. It also produced an index which is so helpful. 


Descandants of Andrew Foegey 
6 Mantes Deg oe bee ee Le 
(tiedin Forpos "00a been ia a 1588 


| also downloaded a free trial of The Family Historian software. | created another modified 
register here. It produced a slightly different layout. | believe that company is based in the UK 
where they have a different protocol for the arrangement of the data. Rootsmagic provided 
more details for individuals at the family group level whereas Family Historian only gave date 
ranges and no spouse info at this level. | could not manipulate the pictures in the Rootsmagic 
program but could with Family Historian. | was able to make the pictures small, medium and 
large. | could also move them. | later found out | could change the size of the pictures at 
Rootsmagic by going into setting then options and resizing them. | don't think you can move 
them in Rootsmagic? 
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| like the uncluttered, neater, layout Family Historian produced. It's easier for family members 
to read. Genealogists would probably prefer a more detail oriented layout like Rootsmagic. 


Interchangeable Ancestors? The Family 
Search Tree 


Annene Kappic yeTungs Help Sign (hut 


FAMILYSEARCH = gamily Tree Learn =~ FamilySearch Centers Indexing Blog 


Musical Ancestors? Death 

The game I've been playing at Nawhins, Yennessee, United Sa 
FamilySearch Tree . First an explanation 
of the situation at FamilySearch Tree. | 
am not sure whether this is now open for ee eee 
everyone to look at? If you have access it 
is the Tree which is displayed when you Anddcen Forgey 
sign into FamilySearch and click the link 
to your own tree. This is the shared hieth Name 
Family Tree created by FamilySearch ones 
which merges info that you may have pS OE ROTTS 

contributed with contributions from other 

researchers. FamilySearch is also 

attempting to combine duplicate entries. All this merging has led to the merging of separate 
individuals, with the same name, being merged into one person. So when you display your 
ancestor's individual profile you might see something like the profile to the right. What's the 
matter with that info? Well could someone born in in 1732 have been a resident of Calumet, 
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Pike, Missouri in 1850? Also Andrew Forgey died in 1809. So obviously two separate Andrew 
Forgey's are being referred to in this one profile. 

Another problem is disagreement among researchers regarding facts. If several separate 
facts are available for an ancestor all remain attached to the person. This can be useful. 
Research can then focus on resolving these discrepancies. 

The biggest problem is once we have solved these discrepancies the bad information 
remains posted. The visible information may be changed to that verified with documentation 
as correct, but all of the bad information remains and can be added back at anytime. 

Here is an example in my own family. 

There is a disagreement among 


Forgey Family researchers regarding : oe e 

the father of Andrew Forgey b. 1794. ici 

Some believe his name was James B nsideded Fanaa = 

Forgey. I've done extensive research a k nan wot B salt Forgey 

and believe his name was Hugh D chives a heroes Forder : 
Forgey. Some researchers will never * ca RON james Foray 2 
accept this. The parents | found for — 


Andrew Forgey when | looked at the 

New Family Search Tree were James 

Forgey and Margaret Caldwell. We have their bible, and they didn't have a son named 
Andrew Forgey listed. According to his date of birth he does not fit into the birth order of their 
children; unless, Margaret had twins born 6 months apart? | was able to add the parents | 
believe to be Andrew's parents at New Family Search (apparently you cannot add parents at 
the Family Search Tree). You can see in the example image that Andrew Forgey now has 
four possible parents. These can switched be at anytime; hence, musical ancestors. | guess 
if you get tired of one set you can switch. Seriously though, this creates a muddled family 
tree with contending relatives switching parents back and forth. Hopefully, an arbitration 
situation can be created in the future where only the ancestors proven by a preponderance of 
the evidence can be displayed. 


Sunday, April 29, 2012 


Converting Your Blog to PDF Free 


BlogBooker 


From Blog to Book 


HTT P://ANNET PEKAPPLE.BLOGSPOT.COM 


My blog contains information which isn't recorded anywhere else . I've used it as a log for my 
research and consult it often. I've backed it up downloading it from Blogger. This file can 
only be opened using blogger. | wanted to save it in a format not dependent on Blogger to 
open and view. I've looked into Blog Publishing Companies Blog 2 Print and Blurb. These 
companies charge from $20.00 and up to print your blog in book form. | plan on printing my 
Forgey Family History in the near future so | would rather not devote that money to printing 
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my blog. It sounds like my blog would 
cost about $70 to print in a soft cover Contents 
at Blurb. As | stated | basically just 
don't want to lose all this work. A mre 
digital copy in a usable Format was sinus 
my goal to create today. | could print it Sienieuninniiie: = 
later. | discovered | could save it as seenet ebseis O, 
PDF. | used two different techniques a Penal Cong 8 Mes 
to to do this. One technique was using a 
the BlogBooker website. The final 
results were fair. The formatting is . fess - sa 
different from the actually format iis ini amie bl ih ost 
found at the blog. Different fonts and —_a 
picture arrangement made everything 
a little confusing. It's not bad though 
and has a table of contents. 
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Create PDF from Print Screen 


as able to create a Blog PDF was by using the print screen on my computer (see an example 
bottom). From print | was able to save the Blog as a PDF. This produced a result closest to 
the original blog layout. There was one hiccup. Two posts contained pictures over the text. 
This probably had to do with my layout not being correct for those two posts. | was not able 
to display all my posts on one page at blogger. | made seven PDF's and combined them 
together using this free software PDFbinder. | could have appended the PDF's when | saved 
them too. You can compare the two PDF layout here: 


1. Created by BlogBooker 
http://archive.org/download/AksGenealogyBlogBook/t1 3vfm04-book. pdf 

2. Created by saving with Print Screen 
http://ia701206.us.archive.org/25/items/MyGenealogyResearch/AksGenealogyResearc 
hCompleteBlog. pdf 
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Mue My reGgec Chau Brsearth Gaels 


Vaereter Aged ot, eorve 
Hugh Forgey reference Deeds Knox County, 
™ 
Comet eee : y af é . = 


Thursday, April 26, 2012 


Hugh Forgey reference Deeds Knox County, 
TN 


I've been so busy with the 1940 === Oleg Me North Caesar A 86h 
Census | haven't had time to do an ne fe ti ay ny af ager ip weber fa “ait 


analysis of the deeds | received from 
Knox County Archives for Hugh 
Forgey. | had hoped one of these 
deeds would be a purchase deed for 
Hugh Forgey's 250 acres on Flat 
Creek. Unfortunately none were 
purchase deeds. In fact none of the 
deeds were transactions for Hugh. He 
was a witness or mentioned in these 
deeds. They are all helpful, 

however, because they name 
associates and neighbors. Since no 
census records exist for this time 
period (1790's) the deeds help to 
identify the Forgey neighbors. The 
deed to the right top contains a 
property description. Hugh Forgey's 
property is mentioned as bordering 
this very large tract. It's a 4000 acre 
tract so it doesn't narrow the area of 
the possible location of Hugh's land by 
that much. | need to map out these 
tracts to get a better picture of where 
the land may have been? That's my 
next project. The John Meek (to the 
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right) was witnessed by Hugh Forgey. | don't know whether this Meek is a relative of Agnes 
Meek who married Hugh's Uncle Alexander Forgey in Washington County, VA? | do think it is 
highly likely that Alexander Forgey and Andrew Forgey of Maury County, TN were son's of 
Alexander Forgey Sr. of Washington County, VA. | had been a little troubled about not find 
Andrew or Alexander listed in taxlists for Washington County, VA. Actually there are several 
possible reasons for this including living in someone else's household, possibly working on 
another farm or as an apprentice? There are unnamed young men living in Alexander's 
household, but they are not listed on every taxlist. 


Another deed to the right bottom was di flsennam@ Wht fies toovanene 40% 


tesey ceed ee Meredianct tor 


witnessed by Hugh Forgey and John 
Reynolds, Hugh's Uncle and neighbor 
on Little Flat Creek. They witnessed 
this deed for the prominent citizen of 
the area Nicolas Gibbs. ma adi dutsieait vi Marfannce 
| am happy | ordered these deeds. | _ eh Magnets Nigh Foupy 
think it's important to collect and 


analyze any scrap of paper involving 
the family in that area. 


Tuesday, April 10, 2012 


Finding My Family 1940 Plus Indexing the 
First 1000 are the Toughest 


COOK COUNTY ASSESSOR'S OFFICE 
| Property Search Results 


| Vrogerty betes Naser 24-22 116 (oe 0000 
Address L321 5 Fer Ave 
oie Cheapo 


Kapple/Kappel family home on Forest in Chicago, Illinois 


A week has passed since the harrowing 1940 US Census debut. The first day left us 
wondering if we would ever actually see any of the census images. A tsunami of people hit 
the servers on that first day bringing the Official Site down. It looked like we would not be 
able to index that first day. By about 5 pm pacific time | was able to get my first batch to 
index. Since then I'v pasted the 1000 name mark. | am sure my first few batches of 1940 
Census Index pages weren't the best. | am learning the indexing game as | go along; on the 
job. | heard someone complain at a recent 1940 Census Webinar that indexers are not 
following instructions. For the most part the instructions for each field on the Census are 
plainly explained in a box to the right of what you are indexing. When you are getting started, 
however, these numerous instructions can be overwhelming. It is necessary to keep referring 
to them until you have gained some skill. It takes time to learn how to interpret handwriting 
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etc. plus remember all of the instructions. After a week | predict those who stick with indexing 
will be on their way to near perfection when it comes to indexing. The arbitrators will have to 
bear with the newbies for a while. 

As far as the handwriting goes interpretation has been much like what | am familiar with 
regarding my research in original records. You have to keep looking at the words and names 
you know to untangle the ones you don't know. | have also used Google Search to find the 
correct place names and Family Search to find hard to decipher family names. | often find the 
same families on the 1930 US Census. If you like solving these handwriting puzzles you will 
love indexing. It is rewarding when you finally correctly identify some of the scribbles. 

So far | have worked on indexes for Delaware, Colorado, Kansas, California, Illinois, Oregon 
and Virginia. The readability of these pages ranges from nearly completely illegible and 
sometimes very blurred images, to excellent quality, very legible handwriting. Most images 
are 90 some percent readable with a few indecipherable entries. | have noticed many 
misspellings of places and names. The Census takers often used phonetic spellings. | would 
have thought by 1940 the names would have been spelled correctly. 

| think a problem for young indexers is going to be the outdated first names. Post baby 
boomers likely don't have much contact with this older generation. | remember a young 
saleperson at Macy's had never heard of the name Marjorie before. My mother's best friend 
was Marjorie and she was surprised that this young woman never heard of it before. Names 
like Marjorie, Mildred, Doris etc. coupled with outdated handwriting styles, might be a little 
tricky for the younger generation. 

As | said earlier the first 
day the Census was 
released was a day of 
frustration and confusion. 
After all the build up to 
this day | was inpatient to 
find my family. | did all the preliminary research at the Steve Morse One Step 1940 Site. | had 
my ED districts ready. | got up early which was unnecessary because the official site 


Mary Kappel and family 1940 US Census 


crashed. Ancestry.com was the first site to get viewable images up for a few states. Lucky 
California was one of those states which was available by midday. That night | found out 

the My Heritage Site had Illinois images posted so | began searching there about 10pm. So 
by the end of that day | found my Great-Grandmother Mary Kappel in Chicago, Illinois with 
some of her family, and my mother's family in Puente, California. Sadly the Forest address is 
not where my grandparents Rudolph and Dorothy Kapple lived in 1940. | have tried to search 
the area for them but Chicago is such a large city | quickly found it would be nearly 
impossible to find them that way. | may have to wait for the index. | do have a list of people to 
search for in the index when that is ready. 

| found the information for et = = > 
my family very interesting. res Se == 
| did not know my fica | ae = et ie 
grandfather Charles Es : 

Forgey still worked for the 

WPA in 1940. | knew that 
he had worked for the eee ee ee : 

WPA in Glendale when he Charles and Graciela Forgey family 1940 Census 

was supposed to make a 

list of all the City Trees in Glendale giving their species. In 1940 he seems to have been 
working on a School Construction site. | am thinking that may have been Hudson School or 
El Monte High School? | have some lighting fixtures and a few other items from Hudson 


School which was demolished in the 1980's. My mother remembers when her family was 
getting relief during the depression. The government gave jackets to poor families which my 
mother did not want to wear because then people knew you were on relief. Soon after this 
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my grandfather was able to get defense work. He worked at Douglas in Long Beach as a 
shipping and receiving clerk during WWII. 

A picture my family has of Denver Lemaster makes more 
sense now. When | looked at the entry before my 
grandparents | found the Lemaster family with their child 
Denver. Apparently this child later became a Major league 
baseball Pitcher; Denny Lemaster. 

My mother was selected to answer more questions in the 
1940 Census which actually didn't provide any info | didn't 
already know. 

| noticed that my Forgey Grandparents land was valued at 
$2000. 

It was wonderful that my Great Grandmother Mary Kappel 
still lived on Forest in Chicago in 1940. Her daughter and 
son-in-law and couple of her children and grandchildren also lived with her. Apparently her 


Major League Pitcher Denver Lemaster 


son-in-law and his family moved in when my grandparents moved out. It's great to get more 
family names. | will have to research the newly identified family members. As | said 
previously my Grandparents divorced and my Grandmother Dorothy Kapple brought her 
family to California. My grandfather Rudolph Kapple remained in Chicago. The family in 
Chicago was rarely referred to. | never knew that Rudolph had 10 siblings until | began 
researching. | am just now learning the names of more of his nieces and nephews. We have 
no pictures of the early Kappel family in Chicago. My father was young when his parents 
divorced. One of the fond memories my Father had regarding his father was a tour he was 
given of a steel mill by his father. | wondered about how my grandfather had access to a steel 
mill? Now | see that his brother William and his brother-in-law were working in the steel 
industry 1940. | will see if Rudolph also worked in the steel industry when | locate him. 


# t= HAY OR HORA Jane Pike 
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Sunday, April 1, 2012 


1940 US Census: Separating Communists 
from Patriotic Americans 
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HELP THE 
TEN-YEAR 
ROLL CALL 


Actually Communists and Patriotic Americans were allies during WWII. So 
Communists, leftists, rightists and everyone is encouraged to help index 
the 1940 Census beginning April 2nd (except Fascists)! 


What You Can Do Now 


1. Download and install the indexing software 
Watch an Overview | Get Started 


2. Learn how to index the 1940 US Census 
Watch a Video | Try the 1940 Census indexing simulation 


3. Let others know about the 1940 US Census Community Project 
Like the Facebook page | Follow @The1940Census on Twitter | Follow the page on 
Google+ | Tell friends about the1940census.com 


You can keep up with the latest updates by visiting the1940census.com often over the next 
few weeks. 

Thank You! 

The 1940 US Census Community Project Team" 


I've mapped out my strategy for tomorrow. 
| went to Steve Morse's On Step Website http://stevemorse.org/census/unified.html 
| found the following enumeration districts using addresses and a 1930 enumeration district: 


1. 103-602 for 11321 Forest Avenue Chicago Illinois for the Kappel/Kapple Family. Half 
the family living in that house spelled the name Kappel and the other half Kapple LOL. 
| am not sure whether any members of the family lived there in 1940? | have not been 
able to locate the address of the Rectory House the family later purchased and may 
have lived in 1940? | am going to try some more to locate the address. 

2. | found 3 districts for 4th Avenue Puente, California 19-166 A-D, 19-167, 19-168. This 
is for the Forgey family. They also may have still been in Glendale, California on 124 
Cypress enumeration district 19-210? 


| am fairly sure | can find the Forgeys tomorrow? Will probably need Rectory House Address 


for Kapple's ? Anyway | will be here http://1940census.archives.gov/ at around 6am pacific 
tomorrow 


Saturday, March 31, 2012 
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Lonely Civil War Soldier Needs Your letters 


Some people are letter writers and some not. Nancy Forgey/Moss was in the latter. | never 
enjoyed writing letters either. Typing a letter is much more enjoyable than handwriting one, 
however. 


Lick Creek April 1, 1862 

"Dear Wife 

| received your letter baring date April 1st and was glad to here from you. | have nothing of 
interest to write from the fact that | have wrote to you every other day since | came here 
whether you ever received my letters or not | can't say as you have not wrote whether you 
have received any one of them or not you must write oftener and write whether you ever 
received my letters or not you must take care of your self the Best you can. | was joking 
about writing every other day but I have wrote five or six letters to you beside peases that | 
have wrote in others since | came here. This leaves me well hoping it ma reach and find you 
enjoying all the pleasures of life you must answer this immediately. So no more But Remain 
your affectionate Husband. John R. Moss" 


Lick Creek April 1, 1862 

"Dear Father 

| was informed yesterday by West Eavens that you was at home which | was glad to here. 
But at the same time sorry to here that you was not well. | want you to do Nancyes writing for 
her and all so want you to write to me your self. Give me all the News as I have a bad chance 
of geting any here you must let me now where you left Harry so that | can write to him. tell 
Mother | would have come By when | started up here but | new it would hert her. 


Vicksburg, Miss March 9th 1863 

"Dear Wife, 

As | have an opportunity of writing to you and sending it by hand | conclude to drop you a few 
lines which will inform you that | am well. Trusting at the same time these lines may reach 
and find well. | have nothing new to write to you at present more than all the boys here safe 
and appear to be very satisfied. When we will get away from this place | can not say as I see 
no prospect at present tho | am in hopes we may get away soon. Take good care of yourself 
and rest assured that | will do everything in my power to render you happy so no more write 
soon and give me all the news." 


Friday, March 30, 2012 
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John R. Moss and Nancy Forgey Civil War 
Letter 


John R. Moss and Nancy Forgey 


Lick Creek Tennessee April 1, 1862 

"Dear Wife, 

As you will not write to me | have concluded that | will write to you a gain. hoping whenever 
this reaches you it may find you well for | would be very sorry to no that you was unwell or 
dissastisfied in any way whatever. | want you to content your self as best you can and not 
bee uneasy about me as | take the best care of my self That! can and live till | die | unless | 
get killed. | want you to write to me immediately if you have not all ready written and if you 
have write again. | want you to write at least once a week and | will do the same you nead 
not bee uneasy about me drinking as their is no whiskey up here that is fit to for a hog to 
drink. 

| am well and getting fit on Bull Beef and Biscuit. | thought | would give you a specimen of the 
house | intend building when | come home you must have it framed and a glass put over it 
and keep it untill | return. If you or any of the you family should get dangerously sick you 
must write to me no. | can get a furlow under them circumstances. | ? you must give me all 
the news and let me no how you are geting along farming. Be shore and not let the stock 
astray my wheat as | intend coming home at harvest if possible. Give my best respects to all 
inquiring friends. J. R. Moss " 
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Friday, March 16, 2012 
Happy St. Patrick's Sister Mary Kathleen! 


Happy St. Patrick's Day! My Great-Great 
Aunt Sister Mary Kathleen (Bridget Mullen) 
was a Roman Catholic Nun. Her life story 
is very inspiring. Born in the Townland of 
Pollaturick Co. Galway, Ireland in 1888 she 
migrated to Chicago Illinois around the turn 
of the twentieth century. Firmly committed 
to her calling as a Nun she she talked 

a resistant church official into allowing her 
to join inspite of apprehensions about her 
age. | guess they thought 23 was told old 
to join that order? She worked at various 
Catholic Boarding Schools during her long 
career with the Church. She lived to a very 
old age, dying at the age of 103!! She 
received a letter from the Pope when she 


turned 100. 

The first mention of the maiden name of my Great-Grandmother Ellen (Helen) Mullen- 
Mason's mother was in an unexpected place, her sister's eulogy. | had never heard of the 
name before and thought it didn't sound Irish. | thought maybe someone got the name 
wrong? | did some research and found it is indeed Irish. It's a variant of the surname Hoban 
common around Irish Town Co. Mayo, Ireland. Here is a link to my website with more info 
about the 

surname http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~huvane/huvaneO.html. 


Funeral Reflection 
Sister Mary Kathleen Mullen 
October 17, 1991 


"For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. now | know in part; then | shall 
understand fully, even as | have been fully understood." 

"For 103 years Sister Mary Kathleen Mullen searched the reflection in the mirror and added 
to the vast store of knowledge her years had accumulated. Today we celebrate because at 
last that dim reflection is fully revealed and her knowledge is complete. 

Mary Kathleen Mullen was born in County Galway, Ireland on February 1, 1888, just two 
months after Mary Frances Clarke died. The BVMs motherhouse was still St. Joseph's on the 
Prairie and Mt. Carmel was only a dream. 

The year Kathleen was born there were only 440 sisters in the Congregation. They did their 
reading and sewing by kerosene lamps, they pumped their water from the well, and they 
traveled by horse and buggy. 

Kathleen's parents Mary Huvane and Patrick Mullen baptized her Bridget, and Bridget's 
crossing from Ireland to the United States was very similar to that of Mary Frances Clarke's 
and the early founders. Bridget entered the BVMs on March 19, 1911 from St. Ita's Parish, 
Chicago and received the name Kathleen." 


PRAYERS FOR THE FAITHFUL 
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"For Kathleen's parents, Patrick and Mary Huvane; her brothers and sisters Ellen, Michael, 
Thomas and Winnifred; her nieces and nephews who preceded her in death, that they all be 
reunited." 


Thursday, March 15, 2012 


Happy Dance Day plus email Address Log 


2 James A. FORGEY was bom ABT 1203 in Hawkins County, Tomessee, and died BET 1860 AND 1870 m Indiana He was the son of 4. Heagh Forgoy amt 5, Catherine Fisher 


3. Rachel Unknown was bom ABT 1907 in Viginia 


Chicken of Rachel Unknown and James A. FORGEY are 
i Elem FORGEY was born 2 AUG 1825 im Scott County, Virgnia. She maurried Wileom NEWERIRA 24 DEC 1846 m Jennings County, Indiana 
i Sasah FORGEY was bom 5 NOV 1827 in Scott County, Verpinia She mamied Achiles V_ PADGETT 2 NOV 1843 in Jackson County, Indiana 
1 af John D FORGEY was born 29 OCT 1829 wm Soutt County, Vingnia He martiod Margaret THOMAS 7 AUG 1850 is Jennings Couty, indians 
iv Willam MFORGEY was been ABT 1531 as Jackson County, Indiana 
v. Emily Jane FORGEY wes bom ABT 1834 in Jackson County, Inchame She mamed James L DICKERT 15 FUL 1849 in Jennings County, Inckana. 
vi. Elica C_ FORGEY was born ABT 1839 in Jackson Coumty, Indiana. She married Major PORTER 2 OCT 1856 in Bartholomew County, Indians 
vii Mary A FORGEY was born ABT 1846 in Jackson Coonty, Lodtana 
Val. Margact A-FORGEY was bom ABT 1844 in Jacksoo County, lndizas 
is Phiteey M FORGEY was born ABT 1848 in Jenmngs Connty, lnckana 
x: M_Alce FORGEY was bom ABT 1850 im Jennings County, indians. She married Lene: T_ REAP 30 OCT 1869 in Bartholomew Cuanty, Indiana 


As you can see above | had Rachel 
listed as unknown. NO MORE. Nan 
Harvey has been working to 
breakdown a brickwall in her own 
Tyree line and discovered a court 
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record with Rachel's maiden name. She found this document (see image right). She found it 
here Chancery Court Records for Scott County, VA. | have looked at this collection several 
times but didn't run across this. It doesn't seem to be indexed for every name? | could not 
find it looking for Forgey? You have to be very cautious indeed when using indexes, Never 
assume someone isn't in a record collection just because they are not on the index! 


| went back and looked at the info | 
gathered on James A. Forgey and 
Rachel Tyree's family. | had not been 
able to find too much about them. | 
know they migrated to Jackson 
County, Indiana after the 1830 Census 
( from Scott County, VA). | also found a 
slander court Case filed in 1837 
between Jesse Hubbard and James A. 


Jame A. Forgey Slander Case 1837 Jackson County, Indiana 
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Forgey in Jackson County IN. | couldn't find any more details regarding the case in the 
microfilm | ordered. The Family also live in Bartholomew and Jennings County, IN. James 
Forgey's name was listed as Hugh J. A. Forgey on a Census and may have been his full 
name? The family did have a bible with some family dates in it. According to their family 
tradition two brothers came to America from Ireland and settled in Virginia; which sounds like 
Alexander and Andrew, who did live in Virginia briefly?. | couldn't find James or Rachel's 
place of burial either? Sadly, one of their descendants was put to death in the Electric Chair 
in Texas. 
| was contacted by one of their 
descendants a few years ago asking SONS ” 
for more info about the family. I've 
been trying to locate their email 
address. | have not been able to 
locate it so far. I've been having all my 
emails routed to Gmail from other 
email boxes. Some of my emails have 


been lost in the rerouting. I've printed 

out a stack of emails about two inches 

thick and filed them. Sadly that one is 

not one of them. | have paper everywhere so | may have printed it and missed filed it? | need 
a log outside my email boxes to keep addresses so they don't get lost if something goes 
wrong with my email box. | found this 

form http://www.cs.williams.edu/~bailey/genealogy/index_files/CorrespondenceRecordSheet. 
pdf . Sorry | can't contact this person with the good news. I'll do some filing this weekend and 
| may find a copy of the email? 


Saturday, March 10, 2012 


Was an Ancestor Presidente de Nicaragua? 


My Mother Edna Forgey/Kapple and Grandmother Graciela Del Castillo/ Forgey in Nicargua 


Ever since | found information on a short term President of Nicaragua | wondered if | was 
related? His name was Nicasio Del Castillo and he was President for an entire month 13 Aug 
1856 - 12 Sep 1856. My great-grandfather was also named Nicasio Del Castillo. 
According to Enrique Mejia, who had studied Nicaraguan History for his own family research, 
the del Castillo family had been one of the most important families during the colonial era. 

He also said a that a Juan Arguello Del Castillo was Vice President at one time. | had found 
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that a number of Del Castillo's served on the Nicaraguan 
Supreme Court. My mother thought that her grandfather 
may have been a lawyer? 


At this point | have not been able to trace my family very 
far back in Nicaragua. The only clues I have about my 
family there is from my Grandmother's death certificate. 
It gives the names of her parents as Nicascio Del Castillo 
and Elena Garcia. Unfortunately only the Civil records for 
Managua, Nicaragua have been filmed by the LDS 
Church and are now available online. I've written to the 
Church in Granada where my mother was baptized for 


additional family info but it sounds like my great- 

grandparents were not members of that Church. | was informed that the name Forgey was 
not a local name. No, actually my grandfather was a US Marine stationed in Nicaragua and 
Scots-Irish and German. My Forgey family really stands out in the records there! 

I've written to several addresses I've 
found for Civil Registration Records 
but never received any kind of 
response. My new strategy is to 
contact the Nicaraguan Consulate in 
Los Angeles; and I've also found 


contact info for the Family History Center in Granada, Nicaragua. | will continue to keep 
trying to get someone's attention. Hopefully the Granada records will be microfilmed 
eventually? | just discovered that Managua Church records are now online at Family Search. 
| will being doing research there for the next few days, probably more than that (it's not 
indexed). 


¢ The Best Source for Nicaraguan research are these Civil Registration 
Documents: https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/show#uri=http://www.f 
amilysearch.org/searchapi/search/collection/1601210 


¢ This is a great research outline for Nicaraguan 
genealogy: http://net.lib.byu.edu/fslab/researchoutlines/LatinAmerica/Nicaragua.p 
df 

e Municipal Archives of Granada 
Nicaragua: http://aer.mcu.es/sgae/servietAerCga_ServletManagerCGA? 
pantalla=O&pantallaCuerpo=3 

e Link to info for Nicaraguan 
Archives: http://aer.mcu.es/sgae/servietAerCga_ServietManagerCGA? 
pantalla=O&pantallaCuerpo=3 
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Saturday, March 3, 2012 


How would you interpret these DNA results? 


Kit Number Name Paternal Ancestor Narmme Haplogroep 


Ungrouped 

277608 Forgy Sarwet Porgy 1726-1770 int 4 24 15° 10 15-16-11 13 92: 14 12: 1 16.60 11 11 26 15 2 27 49-11-16-16 11 10-49-21 14 14 99 1839-37 12 10 
227020 «= ForgeyAndiew Forgeyd. 1820 = 201 $4.26 15°19: 18-18 11 13. 11 44 12 WO 16 BO 11 11 26 15 ZO 27 44-11-14-16 11 10 10-21 16 a # +2 3t- vee 
211477 ForgeyAndrow Forgey 1732 - 120912btet 14.24 18 1146-36 11 13 91,94 12 3 168-9 11 11 26 15 20 2? 94-11-14-76 11 1 19-21 14 W 3t-37 
2is207 ForgeyArview Forges, 1722-1809 t2nt 14.24 18. 1115-16 11 13 11 94 12 1 106 HD 11 19 26 15 2D 2? 19-11-14-10.11 10 19-21 14 i P18 31a? 
246050 Forgy Sarmel Forgy 1726-1770 i2ptat 14 24 15 1145-16 11 13 11 44 12 30 16 39 11 11:26 15 20 27 94-11-1447 11 10 19-27 15 20 18.31.37 12 10 


Click on this image to enlarge 


Let's take a look at the final results in our first round of our Forgey DNA testing. | highlighted 
some of the differences. | focused on differences which were shared. There was mutations in 
both of Samuel's descendants' lines which separates each of their lines, and are not shared 
by the others. 

This is my impression of the results if anyone else has a different take or is able to draw any 
other conclusions please let me know? 


1. The Maury County, TN Andrew Forgey (died 1820 see image above) line had a unique 
mutation on DYS-442 which is 13 and everyone else is 12. If someone in the 
Alexander Forgey line tested and shared the same DYS-442 mutation 13 that would be 
very helpful! 

2. My uncle's line which goes back to Andrew Forgey and Anna Roller had a unique 
mutation on DYS-438 which is 11 and everyone else is 10. 

3. DYS-576 is the most confusing. We've got 3 of the 5 with the result 20? Two got the 
result 19? So was the earliest common ancestor 19 or 20? You would think that both 
of Samuel's descendants would match but they don't. We've got one of Samuel's lines 
matching the Maury County Andrew. The other matching the Hawkins County Andrew. 

4. All of the Forgeys matched the William Forgie line of Co. Down to some degree. | am 
guessing that is where all of the common lines originated? We need someone from the 
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Hugh Forgey line of Co. Antrim to test. That line is confirmed to be from Co. Antrim. 
Would like to know if they are related? 


5. A Forgy line in Pennsylvania did not match. | am curious as to whether that was a non 
paternal event? We still don't know whether everyone carrying the name is related? 

6. The testing has proven that all of the Forgeys above share a common ancestor at 
some point. My Uncle Charles Forgey and Roger Forgey seem to be the most closely 
related with a mismatch of only one. 


Hopefully we can get more Forgeys to test. It seems like a few people have looked at my 
postings at the Forgey message boards regarding testing. If we can get more testers to 
compare with we might be able to determine when the mutations occurred which might tell us 
at what point we are all related? 


Wednesday, February 29, 2012 


Using the 1940 Census to Build an 
Interesting Family History 


All of the excitement around the April release of the 1940 Census has gotten me planning my 
and pre-researching to get a head start. What | am hoping the 1940 Census will do for me is 
add some additional color to my existing family history (actually | think there was a question 
about hair coloring on that census?). | hope to find out more about the living conditions of my 
family in 1940. | can use the addresses to do google street view searches to see whether 
their homes still stand today. | also hope to get additional names of children born to great- 
aunts and uncles after the 1930 Census for my Kapple/Kappel family. My Kapple 
grandparents divorced. My grandfather Rudolph remained in Chicago while my Granmother 
Dorothy Kapple relocatd with her children to Los Angeles, California. So the Kapples in 
California lost touch with their many Aunts, Uncles, and Cousins in Chicago. | have no 
pictures of the family in Chicago. | have only one faded picture of my Grandfather Rudolph. | 
would love to see more family pictures and hope that the 1940 might lead me to more living 
relatives. 

A much talked about relative of my Nicaraguan grandmother Graciela Del Castillo-Forgey is 
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also a target of my 1940 research. His 7 | ae [ee hina 
i ee on hi a -~* | 

name was Francisco Antonio Alvarado } 1 I a bel ait | 

Granzio. My grandmother nicknamed | reggete pes fsteat be tat 


him Padrino meaning Godfather. 
Another of his nicknames was 
Pancho. He was born in Granada, 
Nicaragua in 1876. I've heard so ts 
many stories about. I've not been able me i 
to confirm them untilafewdaysago.| = © : 
had been told he wasaDiplomatand = = Cen hap 
had met with FDR. | thought that was : 

wonderful, and wanted to find out 


more. I've been searching off and on using Google search for years. Nothing was coming up 
about him. He had a Los Angeles home so | tried finding him on existing Censuses. | did 
seem to find him in 1920 but he was not listed as a Diplomat, instead, he was in the 
import/export business. | could not find him in 1930. Thinking about 1940 Census brought 
him to mind again. | decided to use my new access to New FamilySearch Tree to search him 
out there. | found something interesting that looked like him and contained his additional last 
name, which | did not know before i.e. Granzio. | immediately started searching using that 
name and found more information about him! | had not searched Ancestry for him in a long 
time. When | searched there this time | got a flood of matches for him. 

The passenger lists at Ancestry are helping me to build a timeline for Francisco Alvarado. His 
occupation is given as Consul for Nicaragua in France in many of these records. They also 
confirm his residence in France as Nice, which | had been told. | even got his address 4 Rue 
La Martine. 

My family relayed many anecdotal 
stories about visiting "Padrino" at his Los 
Angeles home. He had a live in girl 
friend named Germaine who he met in 
Nice. She was always very well dressed 
as my mother has told me. She had a 
little lap dog which she was very fond of 
, and had a very fancy pillow for it which 
my mother remembers. My mother also 
remembered going to dinner at 


This is where Franciso Alvarado lived in Nice 


Padrino's house, and the fact he always 
served wine with dinner. She also 
remembered he enjoyed gardening. He attended one of the World's Fairs and brought back 
souvineers for the Forgey Children. He also brought back a Palm Tree from Nicaragua for my 
Grandparents Yard, which grew much taller than anyone expected!! He gave a trunk he 
traveled with to my family, which had stickers on it for all the locations he traveled to which 
included Asia. 

He loved my Grandmother's Arroz con Pollo and insisted she prepare it for him when he was 
in town. She kidded him about being bald. She would say he used his brain too much which 
caused his hair to fall out. 

| would love to learn more about "Padrino" his relationship to our family etc. ... | am hoping to 
add more to my collection of information about him with the 1940 Census. | am excited and 
hopeful he will be in it. | will eventually make a memorial page for him at Fold3. | consider 
him Mi Padrino tambien! 
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Sunday, February 26, 2012 


Separating the Wrong Records, New 
FamilySearch Tree 


Here are some of my thoughts after 4 days working with the New Familysearch Tree. The 


tree | found for my family contained several wrong ancestors. My immediate reaction was to 
try to remove these people. | should have looked at the how-to videos located in the Help 


Center section. Instead | began changing names, which is the wrong way to fix the problem. Search This 
You must unlink the person from the tree because this is a shared tree, and each person has Blog 
a fixed person ID and is linked to other trees. So you will anger a lot of people if you change 


a name. Luckily | discovered my error quickly and was easily able to change everything back 

and delete my changes. Since all changes remain linked to the individual you are able to 

easily change back to the previous info if you make the wrong change. If you submitted My Blog List 
wrong info you can delete it all together. 
The correct way to remove wrongly 


Combine! Records 
Be tee ; sdward Giedhit (1811-1688) id | Geneabloggers 
attached individuals from your tree is ci | sear shy Sap amr pipe y ey Blogiversary 


to go to the detail screen for the son of 
daughter of the wrong person. Then 


Spotlight: Empty 
Branches on the 


click on combined records link under Lil ie 

lays ago 
the person's info. At the combined eae = = tf caaweneccesctencencnnsenes 
records screen check mark each Screen for Separating Records Md 
record with the wrong parents for Arlene Eakle's 
separation. This is more advice from Familysearch; "If the combined record contains 3 or Lotte dari 
more individuals, separate all of the records for one individual. Then repeat the process for WPA eae your 
the next individual." There can be many wrong records so it's best to check mark view 100 Genealogy 
records at a time. Once you selected the records to remove then click separate then click 3 years ago 
confirm, which should remove the person. 
| am finding sometimes you cannot fix {gages ne Gn Ero ae | es Fae 

Followers 


records which might contain a wrong 
spouse, children etc.. It's likely 
because the originally submission 
made years ago was wrong. Only the person who made the submission can change it. | was 
under the impression that anyone could make changes? So at this time you can unlink 
records, but cannot change all relationships. This means that earlier wrong family 
connections can be uncombined and then may be recombined by someone thinking they are 


This James Forgey and Margaret mistaken match is found 
everywhere in my tree cannot fix this 


being helpful. If you click on the watch link you will be notified when any change is made to 
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an individual record. I've put in a many hours separating records and will keep checking for Followers (113) Next 


Yio ‘al 
changes. Be K 


| like the idea of working with others and discussing conclusions on a shared tree. We can 


make more progress this way as opposed to working alone. Eventually we will be able to add 2 
document images which will make this and even more powerful resource. 


Thursday, February 23, 2012 Ee re 


My intro to New Family Search Tree: From 
Sublime to Ridiculous PEST i | 


FAMILYSEARCH 


Favorite Links 


Family Pedigree with Details 


| emailed Ron Tanner asking to PT Ripe | Bist Burgenland Bunch 


become a part of the Beta Test for the Queen 0 sme jeeaehe Goanatie iets 


New Family Search Family Tree. | just g: = Genealogy 
received an invitation today. | had to 

7 Huph Porpey (1915-1582) 
wait around today for a water heater = , , ' : 
repair person so was able to get ~ TCE SS Ce Blog Archive 
started on my Tree right away. | was a —_ Ste arom Vv 2024 (1) 


little confused about how it all worked =~ |} ¥ January (1) 


but soon was rocking'n rolling. First | 


—- ; Examining 
had to sign into the New Family Middle 
Search which | was able to do with my Family Search Password. | then clicked the Me and Names for 
My Ancestors Tab. From there | needed to add myself and living relatives until | could get to Clues 
the point where | could link with an existing tree. You are given options regarding which 
individuals to link with. For instance | submitted two trees with my father's name. One of Pm 2023 (15) 
those trees was actually just my mother's line so | didn't provided much info about my father. m 2022 (21) 
| was given both of my submissions to choose from. 

Like | said, it took me a little while to get with the program. | guess | was thinking the Tree | Pr eee) 
was looking at was mine alone. No it isn't; it's a collaborative tree. | thought | was looking for em 2020 (18) 
my own tree submissions intact. No you won't find your own separate submissions laid out m 2019 (16) 
that way. Instead my tree has been merged and re-merged with everyone else's; in some 

cases creating a confused jumble. | found several cases of siblings listed as someones > ane (2) 
children etc.. It's really a tangled mess in some of my lines. | don't have the power yet to > 2017 (31) 
make the necessary changes. Since | am not LDS | can make only limited changes. | don't > 2016 (24) 
seem to be able to delete people such as wrongly attached children or spouses. It's a little 

frustrating to see all the errors and not be able to correct them. m 2015 (30) 
| am happy that | was able to make some corrections. One problem | am noticing is that one m 2014 (53) 
of my corrections has already be changed back. | have documentation proving my correction > 2013 (59) 
is correct. If my corrections are changed | will continue to re-correct them indefinitely until the 

other person gives up LOL. I've decided to check the tree daily and re-change any changes. | Pm 2012 (76) 
will also add my sources and some notes about why | believe my conclusions are correct. m 2011 (94) 
| can see some uninformed people have made some of the wrong connections, but | am not 

sure that accounts for every error? It's possible some things got jumbled up due to bugs in 

the new system? About Me 
| found the Family Tree set up to be intuitive; and easy to learn to use. It's set up very much 

like all other genealogy software. It's a stripped down version of these programs with only ww 
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basic functions for viewing individuals 
and families. Matching and merging is 
the MOST important feature which is 
fairly easy to use. Although | thought 
some of the wording was a little 
confusing. There is a screen showing 
all merges for an individual and who 

did the merging. The map feature is 
fun. It's interesting to see my 
grandfather's moves mapped out like 
that. At this point it doesn't look like 

you can add sources for events? You 
can add sources for an individual from 
a limited list of catagories. 

| would say that maybe 80 percent of the 
info I've seen looks good. | even found a 
lead | need to look into. According to 
someone Margaret Caldwell wife of 
James Forgey was born in Dromara Co. 
Down Ireland? I've just scratched the 
surface today. | will see if | can come up 
with anymore leads and maybe 


useful collaborations? | like the New Family Search Tree and will like it even more when | can 


make more changes. 
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Nicolas Gibbs's Log House 


This being Presidents’ Day | got to thinking about the much discussed Log Cabin birth. This 
humble birthplace was a campaign cliche which identified a candidate as an average 
American. This birthplace became a source of pride. My grandfather Charles Lynn Forgey 
was said to have been born in a Log House in Jackson County, Indiana in 1898. He could 
have used this to garner votes if he ever ran for office. 

Log structures were the most familiar ones for my early ancestors in American. In the 
Midwest and South logs were the most popular building material. The pioneer settlers of the 
midwest and Southern States, such as Tennessee, found plenty of trees which could be used 
for building. It surprised me that the Scots-Irish had no tradition of building with logs. 
However, they quickly adopted this type of construction which was so well suited to the area. 
Early churches, school houses. and courthouses were often log structures. The initial log 
cabins of the pioneers were generally just temporary. Once they got established they would 
build a log house which was built to be permanent and larger than a log cabin. A log house 
was also given a more finished look with planed logs, which may have been finished with 
siding. 

The Nicolas Gibbs homestead and log house was built in 
1793 in Knox County, Tennessee; near where my Forgey 
ancestors lived (see picture above). The Gibbs family 
was a wealthy prominent family. An archaeological dig 
took place at the site of their homestead. The two plate 
fragments to the right were unearthed during this dig. 
They are examples of Pearl Ware which was an early 


technique for making ceramics more affordable. A bluing 

was added to the glaze giving this pottery a white luster 

which looked like the more expensive porcelain. These examples probably date to the early 
19th century. When the house was renovated newspapers from 1850 were found covering 
the logs inside the house. It was common to cover the walls with newspaper and then put 
wallpaper over that. 

Nancy Forgey's family lived near the 
Gibb's family in Knox County, TN. Her 
husband Samuel Crawford built a two 
story log house on their Grassy Valley 
property, which stood and was used 
by the family into the twentieth 
century. 


The name Abraham Lincoln and the 
Log Cabin are synonymous. My 
Mason and Owens family lived in Crawford Log House Built 1792 


Coles County, Illinois which was 
where Abraham Lincoln helped build a Log Cabin for his father and stepmother, and he 
practiced Law in that area. He worked as a lawyer for the Illinois Central Railroad where my 
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ancestor Peter Mason also worked. My family living in the area did pass down stories 


regarding seeing Mr. Lincoln in the area. 
All of my early American ancestors got their start in these rustic humble homes. Sadly few 


examples of these houses still stand, and hopefully these will be preserved for future 


generations. 


Wednesday, February 15, 2012 


WikiTree Collaboration 
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Working again on Callahan line since | made contact with another researcher through 
WikiTree. | haven't worked on that line in a number of years. | remember my surprise 
regarding the fact that Mary and Polly Callahan were the same people in my early research. 
This was one of my first discoveries when | first started researching. | had no idea Polly was 
a nickname for Mary before. When | found out that Richard Browning's wife's name was Mary 
Callahan | immediately searched for her with her parents in 1850 ( my source was my Great- 
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Grandmother Isis Browning/Forgey's 
Death Certificate). | found a Callahan 
family right next to Richard and his 
first wife on the 1850 Census for 
Jackson County, Indiana. That 
Callahan family did have a daughter in 
her age range but her name was 
Polly? Lucky | was reading a 
Genealogy how-to book at the time 
and SURPRISE, | found out Polly was 
a nickname for Mary. So | figured this 
was likely the right family living next 
door to Richard. 


i pdice. haar (atts TI LE | 
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Going through my Yahoo Mail | found an email from someone on WikiTree asking me what | 
had on this family. | am so sorry | missed it earlier. | hate to be rude and not answer emails. 
The email is dated December 11, 2012. My Yahoo mail is filled to over flowing. I've changed 
my WikiTree email to my gmail account so this doesn't happen again. What this person 
specifically asked about was Jesse Callahan's father. We believe he is Dennis Callahan, but 
the case is just circumstantial. | feel good about this conclusion which several of us have 
come to. 

Callahan wasn't a common name in America in the 
1700's, especially in Indiana. Dennis was not commonly 
used either; both being associated with Irish Catholics 
who didn't migrate in great numbers until the potato 
famine. Jesse had a son named Dennis as recorded in 
the 1850 Census. In 1813 a Dennis Callahan appears on 
a Harrison County, Indiana Tax List. He disappears after 
that. There is also a Dennis Callahan on the 1810 
Census for Mercer County, Kentucky with sons. Dennis 
also appears on Tax Lists for Mercer County, KY from 
1797 to 1811. On the 1811 Census there are two Dennis 
Callahans one Senior and one Junior. One of these is likely the same person who shows up 
later in nearby Harrison County, Indiana because | don't see a Dennis in later records in 
Kentucky. 


e According to the Censuses Jesse Callahan was born in 1795 in Kentucky 


e According to his wife Eve's widow's pension they were married in 1814 by Abner 
Martin in Washington County, Indiana ( making them my earliest Indiana settlers) 


e Jesse was a veteran of the War of 1812 


My WikiTree contact has done extensive research on the Callahan family. A Callahan cousin 
of his took a Y 67 marker DNA. He came up with some facts which | missed. 
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1. He found a 1798 marriage 
record between Dennis 
Callahan and Margaret Bowler 
in Mercer County, KY 


2. He found a Polly Callahan born 
1792 buried in Mercer County, KY in 1865. She was a member of the Shaker 
Community and likely never married since the Shakers practice celibacy. The Shaker 
records were microfilmed by the LDS and may contain important info about her family? 

3. A third important discovery was made using DNA. His cousin took a 67 marker Y test 
which produced a match with another Callahan who took the 25 marker test and is a 
descendant of Dennis Callahan who was born 1790 and lived in Brown County, Ohio. 
They were a 23 out of 25 marker match. He had a son Jesse the same name as my 
ancestor. Sounds like it could be Dennis Callahan Junior? 


4. Another discovery he made were two Dennis Callahans who served in the War of 1812 


| do hope | am related to Polly Callahan the Shaker. | own some Shaker style chairs and love 
their hymn Simple Gifts. | remember reading Charles Dickens impression of them which was 
basically "Grim". They were inventive, industrious people with a simple style when it came to 
design. Probably didn't appeal to the Victorian tastes of most people during that era. | do 
hope that the Shaker records contain Callahan family info. | also plan on looking more at 
Dennis Callahan of Brown County, and the Dennises who served in the War of 1812. 


Friday, February 10, 2012 


Received Knox County, TN Deeds Indexes 


onld Fisher vurchsaed 200 ocren of Jand in 
kK Kids resently with 


et = Willism Ls ‘ 
9S sold but the yerr 


Nan's Trip Doc. 
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Technology is such a wonderful thing! 
| emailed the Knox County, TN 
archives asking for copies of deed 
index pages for Archibald Fisher and | 
received them yesterday. Technology 
sure helps when you live on the west 
coast and you are researching east 
coast ancestors. | received 5 pages 
for Archibald Fisher which included 
the General Index to Deeds and WPA 
Indexes. | had not known before that 
Archibald's land was located on 
White's Creek in Grassy Valley. This 
helps pinpoint the land location. | 
wondered about the sale of his land. | 
believed that he and his family 
migrated to Kentucky about 1797, which is not the case. It seems his son-in-law was a 
resident of Lincoln County, KY in May of 1797 when he sold his Knox County, TN property. 
Archibald Fisher purchased 10 acres in June of 1797 so he had not traveled with John Beaird 
but joined him later. | had read that Archibald sold his property in 1804. He died May 1, 1805 
in Randolph County, IL. | found out he sold his land through an agent 12 November 1804. | 
don't know if he had plans to return? Strange he didn't sell when he left. It was 210 acres on 
Whites Creek so | know it's the same land he purchased from John Adair in 1794 (actually he 
purchased 200 acres from John Adair and 10 acres from Thomas Cox on 10 June 1797). | 
am ordering a copy of the sale deed. 


North Carolina Grant Book 1794 to 1796 


It's a lucky stroke that Fisher and 
Forgey both begin with F. | was so 
happy to find Hugh Forgey on the 
same page as Archibald Fisher. | have 
been searching for a purchase deed 
or deeds for Hugh's 250 acres on Flat North Carolina Deeds book 1796-1796 


Creek. I've only been able to find sale 
deeds. This has stumped me for years. Why no purchase deeds? According to earlier 
researchers Hugh's land was part of James Forgey's 500 acre land grant. Andrew and 
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Alexander split the 500 acres so | know that isn't true. | am ordering copies of the pages for 
Hugh in the North Carolina Deed book and Grant book. One of my resolutions for the year is 


to find the purchase deed, or deeds, for Hugh Forgey's land. It would be nice to meet this 
goal early in the New Year! 


yee 
ae Pal ae 


Wednesday, February 8, 2012 


Ancestry Family Search Chrome Extension 


© trees. ancestrycom/tiee/2 1 868058/person/ 1144971324 ec & 
argey info Gti Gereslogy Geom Po... © G) HP - See What's Hot El Fecebock Annette. A] feoge Bi) beemiet Archive Sen, LD Srggeted Ste OD YouTube - annetice. 
seneslogy ~ + + @P Resources ~ Qprree ~ gy Subscrption ~ (QiPnnt ~ FpConnect ~ a - 84 

<> ancestry. om Key Hi annebe_<apple § SignQut Account @ | ti Messages | supecribe | er 


| Home PRCA ae Search + | Collaborate +  Leaming Center + OWA Publish Shop+ Git Hire An Fxport Ey" cays 194m 


gedcom for unged »= Rctumtefmiytme Tienages @ 


DP mes parser oes roe nd 


Ancestry Family Search Extension 


Name Brtinwee |e] James RUSCOE 
Event. Ay [e]ie Preas Stropatne Engtand [>] bon 1845 to 1894 
Rolationstip: = — Parosts [=] domes AUSCOE and Mary EVARSON 
James Ruscoe Chrsntering: 07 Apr 1270 - MARKET 5 
Gnafeod Biitite and Chestrrenge DRAYTON, SHROPSHIRE ENGLAND 
1538-1975 


Reestence: Shope Engatd 


fwer: James Ruscoe 


Hoter fdory 

James Ruscoc @eth 1844 — Prens, Streoctre 
Ergiand and Wales Census, 195) Comeue 1962 —Prews, Shropshire, England 
James Ruscoe Mette 1845 — Proms, Sivteoetere 


Dated Mediack Vinee atatth seme oot Feely Seah oy 


Google Chrome browser extensions were mentioned at RootsTech. As | understood it at least 
one of them was not available yet? | decided to check to see if | could find extensions for 
genealogy. | did find a couple, but only one seemed to be useful for me. | don't know whether 
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this one was mentioned at RootsTech? The one | added allows you to search the Family 
Search site from your Ancestry.com Tree. This is what the description says: 
"This extension takes the vital information from an Ancestry Family Tree person page and 
searches FamilySearch.org using those details. (An Ancestry subscription is required to view 
other people’s Ancestry Family Trees. )" 
You can narrow your search by event, parents, and spouse. It would be even more helpful if 
you could narrow further by date. Otherwise it works well and can be time saving. 
To get it just click the wrench in the top right corner go to tools, then extensions or this link 
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/iahjgikepkkgkinlhipagkkdgfbobphh. 
Once you have it installed go to your ancestry tree and select a person. A tree will then 
appear in the address bar near the star. Just click the tree to get your results. 
| also got the extension for the screen capture that | heard about at RootsTech. | am just 
learning how to use it. | generally use my Windows 7 snipping tool, but it doesn't let you copy 
anything that isn't displayed, i.e you can't scroll down. | generally use FS Capture to copy 
entire pages. | will see if Google Screen capture is better? 


Tuesday, February 7, 2012 


General Hospital (County USC) anda 
Breakthrough 


Visiting...With Huell Howser #1705 - COUNTY USC MEDICAL CENTER 


was so happy to have finally caught Huell Howser's California's Gold program about the 

ow closed County General USC Hospital. It was so interesting, and moving because some 
of my family members had been treated there. My mother was in there about the time it was 
first built (1933). An uncle was patient there in the 1950's with a ruptured appendix. My father 
always talked about how his brother was put in a bed in a hallway because the hospital was 
so full, and there were no rooms. My family was appreciative of getting care there during 
hard times, even though it could be a harrowing experience. It was certainly better than 
nothing. 


| wish the entire episode were posted on the internet; it was so interesting. The spookiest 
thing they showed was the room where families identified dead bodies. It was a cold room 
with curtains which would be opened for viewing. The body would be on a stretcher behind 
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glass which reminded me of the nursery for babies. They showed the old operating theater. 
They also showed the ward rooms which contained 4 to 6 Beds per room. One of the nurses 
said there was one shower for the 20 patients. One TV per room, and one bathroom per 
room. Sometimes only one nurse for 12 patients. It was interesting to see the therapy pool 
from the 1930's. They showed the prison ward. The hospital had no air conditioning in the 
early days and patients often had to be put on IV's during the summer because they got 
dehydrated. 
I've been looking for old pictures of the interior of the hospital and wards. | have not found 
many online http://digitallibrary.usc.edu/search/controller/simplesearch.htm? 
page=1&x=1328565589006, but did find this site with some pictures of the 1933 hospital; and 
the previous one. 
On the subject of County, Charity 


Hospital's, couple of my Chicago, p ares 

Illinois ancestors died at Cook ok eualits ta 

County Hospital in the early 1900's. s oy ed emg a } 

These ancestors were mostly hard fiat PRANK KA PPE L. | a i 
working immigrant factory workers, My Great-Grand Father Frank Kappel died in Cook County Hosp. 


who couldn't afford to go anywhere 
except a charity hospital. | thought General Hospital was large with 1,600 beds. Cook County 
had 4000 beds! 


Most of my rural ancestors never went to a hospital in early times through the early twentieth 
century. Even my urban ancestors rarely went to a hospital to give birth. It wasn't until the 
1930s that babies were more often delivered in hospitals. My father was born in Chicago 
Memorial Hospital in 1933. One exception was my Great-Grandmother Helen Mullen-Mason 
who gave birth to a baby at Hahnemann Hospital in Chicago, IL in 1906. When | ordered this 
birth certificate | was surprised by this. | talked to an Aunt, who was a nurse, and she thought 
there were likely some kind of complications with the birth that's why she was hospitalized. 
This sounded correct because the the baby girl born at 4 am apparently died. 


After receiving that birth certificate for Helen 
and Fred Mason's, baby about 12 year ago, | 
immediately tried to find anything about that 
hospital on the internet. | couldn't find anything 
about Hahnemann Hospital at the time. When | 
began searching for hospital info after Huell's 
show | remembered my brickwall regarding that 
hospital. | found the certificate today and started 
searching again, and | was so happy to find info 
about it! 

It was a Homeopathic University Hospital. They 
believed in minimal intervention, and minimal 
drug use for treatment. This may not have been 
a good approach since my Great 
Grandmother's baby died? So glad to find a 
picture of this interesting building! | will have to 
read more about this hospital. 


Hahnemann homeopathic hospital 


Glad again that | saw Huell's show! His show ended up in front of the new USC Hospital 
which looks really nice! | am glad they are not tearing down the old one. It is an important Los 
Angeles Landmark. Whenever | pass it | think about my family, and the General Hospital 
Soap Opera too. 
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Cook County Hospital 


Sunday, February 5, 2012 


What I learned from RootsTech 2012 


‘ve spent many hours the past few days listening to the streaming sessions at Rootstech . | 
did the same last year. I've learned many new interesting things this year. You would think 
after spending many hours reading about genealogy, attending webinars, etc., there would 
be nothing new to learn. There are so many facets to the field of genealogy that there are 
endless new things to learn! The field of genealogy and technology is always changing, and 


will always change, so it's important to keep up to date on the changes, and new records 
available online. As Lisa Louise Cooke said in her Genealogy Poscasts session continuing 
education using podcasts, blogs, etc., is essential. 


It's hard to pick a favorite session. They were all GREAT! Ron Tanner's session about the 
Family Search Tree was excellent, and really got me stoked up! At the end of it | felt like let's 
not stop with correcting Family Trees at Family Search. Let's get millions of people to 
correct EVERYTHING on the internet! A little too ambitious probably lol? So what about doing 
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the same thing with the trees at Ancestry and Rootsweb? | have been correcting some the 


mistakes on my own Gedcom which is a modest step forward when it comes to cleaning out 
the rotten genealogy Fridge. 


Something | was thinking | would like to see on the internet is a central location where family 
bible pages can be shared. Something like find-a-grave for bibles would be great! 


What I've learned 


e | learned what Metes and bounds mean, finally lol!! “Typically the system uses 
physical features of the local geography’ wikipedia. | learned about mapping 
software for this too. Now | can attempt to map out my ancestors land. 

¢ Dol trust the cloud? Session inspired me to actually start using drop box; which is 
now 19% full for my free account! 

e The One Note demonstration during the Idol competition encouraged me to take a 
look at that. 


e Web searching is tricky . Try many search sites. I've had problems in the past 
when I've gone back to find something and it did not come back up in the search. 
I've also used the same phrases for years and get different results sometimes. 
I've found things that have been on the net for years but just came up in the 
search recently? So it's important to repeat searches often. 

e Only 5% of web genealogy content is indexed. 

¢ First 5 results in search are the most often clicked on. 

e Large number of broken links a problem 

e New Gedcom, to include links to other source material. 


Using Google for genealogy 


Google 


images 


Search by image 
Sear ogee wit) an image instead ot taxt 


Paste image URL 7 Iptoad af image 


Search 


e Use tilde at end of words in 


search means find words like ~ Result t of 100 | 
« In image search upload a picture cseastaneihans 

and click camera in image search Good for: Features: 

to find pictures like it (see image | 2 0 

apaye): eons Help with devices & formats 


¢ You can click on black white color 
Downiosd EPUB POF - read eReader instructons 


images only or just faces. 
e Try google news again! It's not 
going away completely; new 
content is not being added now. 
e Can save free google books as pdf or other formats to read later. 
e Watch Google Genealogists videos for more tips. 
e You can save and annotate maps using Google maps. 
e There is a screen capture chrome extension. 
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Final Ancestry Panel Keynote 


e DNA 100 errors in 6 billion genes. 
e Computational genealogists work out interpretations of results. 
¢ DNA integrated into records in future. 


e Need to crack handwriting recognition to make these kinds of docs available for 
search. 


e 12 percent of people using mobile devices at ancestry.com site (I was thinking 
how expensive accessing the web is this way, at least for me) 


New Family Search Tree 


e You will be able to contribute to it and make corrections. 

e You will be able to add source images. 

e You will be able to remove old Gedcoms. Like Ron Tanner said you could not 
remove bad info in the past. | remember when | found errors in some of my earlier 
submissions | had to submit a new gedcom to correct it, and the bad info was also 
still there. Can't wait until | can remove my bad info! 

Maybe next year they could get Leo Leporte out there! Would love to hear him speak 
there! http://twit.tv/ 


Saturday, February 4, 2012 


WDYTYA Premiere Problems 


Awkward? That's the word that comes to mind when | think about this episode. Martin's 
ancestors were involved in some very interesting historical events, and | think it all could 
have been presented in a more interesting way with better transitions. We moved from 


1920's Ireland, to 1940's Spain, and then quickly back to the 1700's. All of this wasn't woven 


together very well. 
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| also had difficulty understanding which sides the in the Civil Wars his uncles fought on? | 
was a history major in college, and | am familiar with these Civil Wars so | did finally catch on 
( my great-grandparents lived in Ireland during the Civil War). 
Now that I've seen most of the British series episodes | have a framework to compare with. 
The original is the best model to follow; which the American show doesn't always do well. 
Their formula consists of rich, interesting historical detail presented in an understandable 
way. They use great location shots of ancestral locations. Research library and archive 
footage are nearly always shown, and are fun segments. It's fun to watch individuals do their 
own research, and make interesting discoveries on their own. This adds excitement to the 
shows, and makes genealogy look like an adventure. | thought last night's show fell flat as far 
as showing the excitement of the research chase. Martin did very little of the research on his 
own. 
Not enough cliff hangers, and just plain not enough substance to build a show around last 
night. They could have brought in more ancestors and more pictures. They could have visited 
family churches, and cemeteries. The church where his earliest ancestor was buried would 
have been interesting. More excitement, and just plain more of everything would have been 
better! 


Wednesday, February 1, 2012 


FT DNA BUSY? Or are they torturing us? 


lf we already have your sample, your testing is in progress. Due to the volume of orders we 
received in our extended promotion, our orders are running, Dut are taking a little longer to 
complete. We apologize for the delay, we are working diligently to get you the highest quality 
results. 


This is the message we received from FT DNA regarding why Craig Forgey's results were delayed 


Forget watering boarding When Craig returned his DNA test kit so promptly last November | thought we would 
get results by late December of early January. | was wrong, it's now February and passed the scheduled return 


date. As you can see in the message above the holiday sale was very successful; which is good because it gives 


us new samples to compare with. Although it doesn't make the wait for our results any easier. 
Another factor adding to this slow torture is the fact the results are now trickling in backward. Craig took the 67 


marker test. We received the results for markers 61 to 67 on January 26. Today we received the results for markers 


38 to 60. They have not posted any of the numbers for the completed tests? No matches either? | suppose they 
can't provide matches until the first markers are tested? We can't compare with the other Forgey/Forgys yet 
anyway, because the others have not tested passed the first 37 markers. 


Mame Lab Proceade re aU 8 
Craig S Forgery Y-ONA48. 40 Markers AVA 
Craig S Forgey Y ON¢S8-4/? Markers AVWADI2 


Craig S Forgey YONAGt-67 Markers 


We have generally received results for our earlier tests well before the projected return dates. This has been an 
unusual situation. 

It kind of reminds me of when Illinois was offering free death certificates a few years ago lol (actually it was in 
2002). They were deluged with requests, and quickly stopped the program. | remember calling to ask why it was 
taking so long to get one lol. | was told there was some kind of AWFUL genealogy fad going on, and they were 
swamped with requests. | eventually received two different copies for one ancestor free :). Since an inquest was 
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held there were two different copies. So it was worth the wait. 
Oh well, we're getting there. | think? 


Tuesday, January 31, 2012 


Publishing Your Family History or Making 
Your own Reference books 


I've put together a brief narrative and descendant report using my Genealogy Software 
program, and Microsoft Word. | then saved it as a PDF, which is the format needed to 
produce a book at most publishing websites. B/urb requires you use a specific PDF format, 
PDF/X-3. 

It can be tricky when it comes to laying out your book correctly. You have to be sure that your 
fonts are embedded in your PDF; and you should not use unusual fonts. You should use 
commonly supported fonts. You need to follow instructions for margins carefully; otherwise, 
you may find some of your text is missing. The Amazon publisher (Create Space) and Blurb 
give you a list of problems which it detects on your PDF. | got a message stating my image 
resolution was too low so the pictures may not come out clear. Lulu does not provide these 
suggestions. 

The best place to publish an ebook you want to share with your family for free is at Internet 
Archive which allows readers to read it using many different format options: www.archive.org 


You can make books to share with your family, or just as reference books for yourself. | think 
putting together documents, maps, pictures, progress reports etc., in a published book would 
be a great way to access them easily. Even if you just print your important source material 
and three hole punch it and put it in a report cover it would be a very helpful resource. I've 
used binders in the past, but they are bulky and heavy, a light weight report cover is more 
compact too. | have quite a few documents etc. in digital format, but find | get tired of looking 
at the computer screen too long. | like a printed format sometimes. It can be quicker to 
access a book. 

| plan on ordering a copy of my book at LuLu. This is definitely an amateur production. I've 
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never tried anything like this before. | haven't used any . 
professional advisers for the layout; so | am not sure how it will 
come out? We'll see what the results are? | do plan on adding 
an index to the book and making additions this summer, so it's a earn 
work in progress. This copy is my test — 
run: http://blog2print.sharedbook.com/blogworld/printmyblog/ind — 


ex.html Secon 
Here is my test copy at /nternet a = 
(3. 
Archive: http://www.archive.org/details/AndrewF orgeyMargaret EPUB (295.7 K) 
; : : Kingle 
ReynoldsAScotslrishFamilyInAmerica13112 Daisy 
Full Text (116.3 K) 
: — Olu (12M) 
Since | am using this blog as a research log | plan on publishing 
it using Blog to Print. All Files: HTTP 
q Help reading texts 


Some publishing websites 


¢ Free ebook publishing and storage www.archive.org 
e Create an ebook or Printed Books Iulu.com 
e Publish your own ebook hitp://www.feedbooks.com/share/ 


¢ Amazon Publishing for ebooks and Printed 
books hitps://www.createspace.com/ 


e My Canvas Ancestry http://ancestry.mycanvas.com 
¢ Create a an ebook from a webpage hitp://dotepub.com/ 
¢ Help laying out your book hitp://www.storiestotellbooks.com/ 


e Turn your blog into a 
book http://blog2print.sharedbook.com/blogworld/printmyblog/index.html 


Monday, January 30, 2012 


When fact and speculation become confused 


FINNY, Alexander (Rev.} From Aberdeen. Son of William F., merchant. 
To Brandon, Virginia, before 1755, Clergyman, {(5.H,) 1643 


FISHER, Archibald, died 1 May, 1805. Settled Augusta County, Virginia, 
before 1767, later to Tennessee and Randolph County, illinois, Issue: (1) 
John, died 1804, unmarried; (2) William (q.v.); (3) Eleanor (q.¥.k (4) 
Mary (q.v.) (5) Catherine (q.v.); (6) Nancy (q.¥.) (D.C., 26 Dec., 1963) 
Nancy {q,¥.) (D.C, 26 Dec,, 1963) 1644 


FISHER, Archibald, aged 35, from Sreadalhane, Perthshire. To New 
York on Lilly, ex Greenock, 14 Apr., 1775. Farmer, Wife and 5 children 
withhim. (T. 47/12) 1645 


FISHER, Catherine, born ca. 1760. Daughter of Archibald F, (q,¥.) Settled 
Augusta County, Virginia, before (767, M. Hugh Porgey. (D.C., 16 Dec,, 
1963) 1646 


FISHER, Donald. Probably from tslay, Grocer of Margaret F. (q.¥.) 
widow McNaughton, Yo Salem, Massachusetts before 1750. Moved to 
Pawlet, Vermont. (M.5S., i, 130) 1647 


FISHER, Donald, aged 26. From Breadaibane, Perthshire. To New York 


Often researchers have speculated 
Page 263 » 
about events which they did not have ° Mav, 1763 (A) 
di Fi . Israel Christian ws. William Corry.—Defendant near Stauntom, Account, 
irect evidence for. Sometimes these Same ve, William McClintock —Actount 
Apes ee ane: epee ene Pewee? of ns sy 
H va, ate — tet, Seasanna Shad “ . 
specualtions become more than that, advaseonrateix of Mathew Shien wears that ber Ine Mestad tte the 
and are later represented as fact by SSS as aa. ae es eae Ree 
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others. This often involves a misreading of notes left by previous researchers failing to notice 
qualifying statements, such as approximately or circa. I've been researching the Archibald 
Fisher family. As | search the internet | am finding the year 1767 as the year of their 
immigration to this county. This was copied from a book. Whoever copied it missed the fact 
that it actually says immigrated before 1767. It's easy to miss that, but important to read 
through these entries in books etc. to make sure there are no qualifications. | had to go back 
to the book to verify what it said. | was getting confused and thinking maybe they did 
immigrate in 1767. Looking at some of the other records for Augusta County, VA it seems that 
a lawsuit involving Archibald Fisher and his wife Susanna Shaddon was filed in 1766. So it 
seems Archibald may have been in Augusta County in 1766? 
We do not know where his children were born and most may have been born in the US 
(speculation)? | am also speculating that it is possible that Catherine Fisher may be a 
daughter of Archibald and Susanna? | base this on the fact that it's likely Catherine's 
husband, Hugh Forgey, was born in around 1766. We don't know how many times Archibald 
was married. According to a Randolph County History Archibald came from Scotland and first 
settled in South Carolina? 


Here is what we know for certain about Archibald Fisher. 


1. We know he married Susannah Shaddon sometime after November 1765 when 
she was appointed administratrix for her late husband ( it looks like Archibald 
and Susanna were married before 9 August 1766 when they filed a suit 
together?) 

2. We know he purchased land in Augusta County, VA on 5 March 1767 

3. Sells his land in Augusta County on 9 Dec 1777 


4. We know he was in Sullivan County, TN in 1777 when he signed Holston Men 
Petition. 


5. We know he received a patent for land in Sullivan County, TN (later part of 
Hawkins County) on 10 November 1784 


6. We know he sold his Hawkins County land on 27 May 1789 


7. We know he married Elizabeth Sharp on 11 December 1797 in Knox County, 
Tennessee 


8. He died 1 May 1805 in Ellis Grove, Randolph County, Illinois 
We also know the names of his children because they are named in his will. 


What we don't know is when he came to America? Did he settle in South Carolina first? 
Where was his property in Knox County, TN? When did he sell it? Most importantly, what was 
Catherine's mother's name? 


Thursday, January 26, 2012 


Can you spot the problems? 


The following family group was compiled by a researcher who used the Scottish Church 
records at Family Search. The last child, Mary Fisher, does not appear in these records, but 
the researcher assumed she belonged in this family anyway. 


Archibald Fisher b. 17 April 1734 in Glasgow, Lanark, Scotland. Father: Patrick Fisher b.1701 
married Isobel McDougal 
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Children of Archibald and Isabel 


. Janet Fisher b. 16 July 1742 in Alloa, Clackmannan, Scotland 

. John Fisher b. 19 September 1746 Alloa, Clackmannan, Scotland 

. Archibald Fisher b. 24 December 1749 Alloa, Clackmannan, Scotland 
. lsabel Fisher b. 5 July 1751 Alloa, Clackmannan, Scotland 

. Catharine Fisher b. 5 August 1754 Alloa, Clackmannan, Scotland 

. Janet Fisher b. 9 September 1757 Alloa, Clackmannan, Scotland 


N OO nO FB W DY = 


. Mary Fisher b. 18 January 1758 (from tombstone) Scotland 


The first contradictory fact that stands 

out is that Archibald Fisher was born in Baan ee ee 
1734 and his first child was born in ee 
1742. So he would have been 8 yrs. old 
when his first child was born? He cand Wah sd Bat 
probably married at 6 yrs. old. Not 


$4 tecuits for >Name Tisher, Bat 


ast Names 


Search ty Life Events 
Any 


likely! pal Simin ih and ii 
Asecond problem is Janet and Mary feayiens | 

were born 4 months apart. Not likely st ivi lit ed eb 
either! spoure a : 


There were also two Janets, so 
apparently, the first one died. 
Archibald Fisher came to America in is perncoy Abies ED 
1767; without his wife who probably al ‘ei 

died in Scotland? We have not located 

the name of his spouse on any records 

in this country. A Fisher researcher 

assumed that because Archibald had a daughter named Catherine she was the same one 
born to Archibald and Isabel in Scotland. There were several Archibald Fishers in Scotland at 
the time. To verify they found the correct one they should have looked at all the birth records 
for this couple. If they had they would have discovered these contradictory facts. The easiest 
way to find the other children born to this couple is by using the batch number along with a 
surname search. All of the records for the same Church were batched together (this same 
method is also helpful when searching any other record extractions in the IGI). 

The same researcher also states that Archibald's second wife was Nancy Agnes Firney ( 
seems close to Forgey?) I've seen this same info copied several times by different people. 
No one has any source for this. | have not found her in the IGI for Scotland either. It seems a 
little unusual that a person born that early would have a middle name? 

Someone else has an Ann McNaughton as his wife. This is another improbability. This 
particular family was still in Scotland in 1768, when a child appears in the Church records. 
I've seen about half a dozen different women recorded as Archibald wives. He may have 
actually been married about 3 times? 

These are the verified children of Archibald Fisher (none of which appear in the IGI Scottish 
Church Records) 


1. Catherine Fisher b.? 
2. Mary Fisher b.1757 
3. John Fisher b.1762 
4. William Fisher b.1766 
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5. Eleanor Fisher b.1765 
6. Nancy Fisher b.c.1767 


Monday, January 23, 2012 


The Mysterious John Beaird 


Kentucky Marriages, 1802-1850 


Beard, John 


Nan Harvey just found a Mahhiage Then oon an inventory of the estate of John Beaird, 


record for Eleanor/ Elinor Fisher and dated March 13th, 1809, Beaird must have been farming 


: extensively ; the inventory mentions seventeen horses, worth 
John Beaird. | suspected they had from $45 to $100 each, two yoke of oxen, wagons, plows, 


six sets of harness, ete., a“ mulatto negro” worth $350, and 
ws black boy worth $250, 

Prices puid at the sale: Corn, ten cents per buslicl, one 
barrel of pork, $10.00, one half dozen of pewter plates, $2.50, 
The negro boy " Berry” was sold to Joho Beaird, Jr., for 
$450, the other brought only $225. Mra. Elizabeth Worley 
paid $120 for & bsy mare; twenty scres of wheat in the 
field brought $65, and a pot tramme!l $4.25; cowa sold for 
nine, ten and twelve dollars, but a “mulley” brought $13.15, 
purchased by Monsieur Archumbenu; one yoke of oxen 


married in the late 1780's or early 
1790's in Tennessee. | was surprised 
to find out that they had married in 
1799 in Pulaski County, Ky. | had 
understood that at least one of their 
children, John Beaird Jr., was of age 
by 1809 when his father John Sr. 


died. sold for $60.00 and the other for $17.50, The sale 
My relationship to the Beaird family is amounted to $2,273.20. 


through my ancestor Catherine Fisher 

who was the sister of John's wife 

Eleanor. I've only found a couple of references to Catherine Fisher/Forgey in records. I've 
never been able to find anything giving her age. | found an estimated year of birth for her 
sister Eleanor of 1765. Another sister Mary Fisher/Steele was born 18 January 1758. 

John Beaird's family being more prominent he does appear in several local histories. | am 
hoping to find more info about my own family by following these collateral lines. 

The newest discovery of a marriage record for John and Eleanor does raise some questions. 
Was Eleanor John's first wife? | had suspected that John and Eleanor were neighbors of my 
ancestors' Hugh and Catherine in Knox County, Tennessee, but now it looks like they were 
not married when they lived in Tennessee. It does look like they may have had a common 
law marriage before the official marriage in 1799, because it is suspected that their daughter 
Harriet was born to them in Tennessee. 

| also found out that John Beaird sold his Flat Creek Knox County, TN property in 1797; when 
he was living in Lincoln County, KY. This was unexpected too. According to family tradition 
the family left Tennessee in 1801 for Randolph County, Illinois. The story also states the 
Fisher in-laws accompanied the Beairds in 1801? Did they really travel together or meet up 
later? Evidence does seem to point to a relationship between them in Tennessee. Maybe 
there was a common law marriage, and out of wedlock births? I've found references to John 
Beaird living in Wayne County Ky, Lincoln County, Ky, and Pulaski County, Ky. Apparently 
this is because the area he was living in was Lincoln County when his first settled there in 
1797. This same area became Pulaski County, Ky in 1798 , and in 1800 it became part of the 
newly formed Wayne County, KY. So lots of jurisdictional changes occurred in a short time. It 
does appear they left Kentucky for Illinois in 1801. | don't know whether the Fishers did the 
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same? 


| was also a little confused about where “ey r : : 
the Beairds and Fishers settled in Illinois. 
It appears the Fishers settled in Randolph 


County, and the Beairds in neighboring St. ee, Pielestic 
Clair, Illinois. John Reynolds described '< ‘ ge 
the place the Beairds settled as 4 mile te rr Z 
northeast of Kaskaskia, Illinois. The is 7 ‘<< ' 
Fishers lived in the Ellis Grove area a few 5 . 

miles away. Now | am getting a better . ms a X 

picture of where the families lived and i Kaskaskia = ¢ 
when. It might be helpful to do some re \ “Rs, Cheste 
research in these new jurisdictions, which Se pys a, te at $ 
might produce more Fisher family \. ff &S 
documents. 2 a 


Tuesday, January 17, 2012 


Breast Complaint a Misdiagnosis? 
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Now | am wondering whether "Breast Compliant" was a misdiagnosis? | am sure an accurate 
diagnosis would be hard to come by in early America and rural Tennessee especially. The 
James Forgey and Margaret Caldwell family may have been completely decimated by 
Tuberculosis which was commonly known as "Breast Compliant" in early America. Or could it 
have been breast cancer? Four Forgey sisters all are described as dying of "Breast 
Compliant". TB sometimes spreads to the ducts and nodes of the breasts causing lesions. 
Could breast cancer lesions be mistaken for TB lesions? | would think that could be a 
possibility. Did the women have a cough? No one gave the details of their symptoms so it's 
impossible to say. 

| wondered how common it would have been for that many members of one family to die of 
TB? My great-grandmother Isis Browning-Forgey died of TB and remained at home with her 
children until her death. None of her children caught TB from her. | found this about the 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2013-01-30T 11:17:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 21/30 


1/18/24, 10:11 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 
famous literary family the Brontes: "Anne and Emily Bronté and other members of 
the Bronté family of writers, poets and painters were struck by TB. Anne, their 
brother Branwell, and Emily all died of it within 2 years of each other.Charlotte Bronté's death 
in 1855 was stated at the time as having been due to TB, but there is some controversy over 
this today." It is possible the Forgeys contracted TB from one another. Their only brother 
James Reynolds Forgey died at age 44 of unknown causes. It appears that no one lived until 
the age of 50. 
A fifth daughter may have died of the same thing. Here are the dates for all the Forgey 
daughters (except Sally, | don't have any death info for her) 


. Margaret Forgey (1794-1817) died age 23 (don't know her cause of death?) 
. Mary Forgey (1796-1833) died age 37 of "Breast Complaint" 

. Ellen Forgey (1798-1837) died age 39 of "Breast Complaint" 

. Betsy Forgey (1805-1837) died age 32 of "Breast Complaint" 

. Rachel Forgey (1812-1837) died age 25 of "Breast Complaint" 

. Matilda Miller (1802-1839) died age 37 (don't have her cause of death?) 


ona FF WD = 


Looking at the years of death | see 3 in 1837, which would point to a contagious disease, like 
TB. All who died of "Breast Complaint" died in the 1830's. It's difficult to say if they were 
diagnosed correctly? They may have died of something hereditary, such as breast cancer; or, 
may have been TB after all? It's very troubling when you think about the short life expectancy 
of this family line. My own Forgey line tended to live into old age. 


Monday, January 16, 2012 


What was "Breast Complaint"? 
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Early medical terminology can be confusing. I've been looking for definitions of some of the 
diseases my early family had. Some of the names they used could be misleading. For years | 
was thinking breast complaint must be breast cancer. Four women in the same family died of 
this, i.e, Polly Forgey, Ellen Forgey, Betsy Forgey, and Rachel Forgey. | was thinking it 

was hereditary breast cancer. When | googled "died of Breast Complaint" | found several 
references to tuberculosis. | found a google book called, "Language of Mormon Pioneers." 
Here is their definition of breast complaint: 


Breast Complaint—n. Tuberculoss 


Hosea Stout's brother, Allen, neted in his journal, that the 
winter before he was baptized, 1837-48. he “wes afflicted with 
a breast complaint—fever sores and a breaking out on my body 
sof was anable te work at ali.” It is probable that Brother 
Allen’s breast complaint was not tuberculosis as he might have 
believed, He lived to be seventy-four 


According to the Crawford family letters (written in the mid-nineteenth century) a number of 
Forgey family members suffered from "ague". | had no idea what that referred to? | found out 
it most likely referred to malaria. It could also have been a fever with symptoms similar to 
malaria. | remember reading about how diseases | thought were tropical were present in 
early America. Malaria and Yellow Fever epidemics were common in early America. 
Apoplexy also perplexed me. Apoplexy would be referred to as a stroke today. 

Before clinical tests were developed the cause of death or disease could only be surmised 
from previous experience or autopsy, and may not have been accurate. Scholars still debate 
the causes of some early epidemics. 


Thursday, January 12, 2012 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2013-01-30T 11:17:00-08:00&max-results=80&reverse-paginate=true 23/30 


1/18/24, 10:11 AM AK'S Genealogy Research 


West Fork of Flat Creek Found? 


Field Stone marking Boston Grave's burial site on Little Flat Creek 


I've been continuing to trace the land of Hugh Forgey's neighbors in order to find the location 
of his Flat Creek property. It seems like Little Flat Creek was not identified as such until the 
mid nineteenth century; which leaves me with the question was the West Fork later identified 
as Little Flat Creek? Early deeds never seem to refer to it. I've found a number of 
transcriptions for Flat Creek deeds on the internet. Flat Creek, and the West Fork of Flat 
Creek were common names used on deeds for the area. 

| found a website with many of John Beaird's deeds transcribed on it 

: http://thebeardfamilyhistory.wikia.com/wiki/Timeline_of_the_Beard_Family:_Where_They_W 
ere, What_They_Were_Doing 

John Beaird (brother-in-law of Hugh) owned 400 acres at the Headwaters of the West Fork 
of Flat Creek. | figured if | could find his land | would then answer my question. | had 
searched for Boston Graves earlier (knowing he was a neighbor of Hugh). | had found out 
that John Beaird had sold land to Boston and his son. Boston was said to have lived on Little 
Flat Creek according to a descendant. | wasn't sure if that Little Flat Creek land was 
previously owned by John Beaird? | did find references to the sale of this property by John 
Beaird to Levi Hinds as follows: 


stupps. 

Sept. 17, 1796 Age 19-21. Father bought 183 acres on the West Fork of Big 
Creek from John Beaird. 

Feb 4, 1759 Age 22-24. Father sold Flat Creek land to Boston Graves. 

Apr. 7, i799 Age 22-34. DATE OF THE SURVEY OF THE LAND GRANTED TO JOHN 

OF 200 


Levi Hinds sold the Beaird property to Boston. This still didn't connect Little Flat Creek and 
the West Fork. | later found this about Boston's burial which does make the connection: 


Page 52 


John Graves, son of Boston, sold his son Henry 100 acres on Flat Creek De- 
cember 31, L844, Book N-2, p. 86. This 100 acres was the southwest part of the 
1863.5 acre tract that Boston bought from Levi Hinds Pobruary 4, 1799. The Graves 
Cemetory io on that tract. 


"This Indenture made this Thirty first day of December in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-four between John Graves, Sri?) 2 of 


ee ee ee ee —— Bree ee ee ~— ee ee 


| was able to establish the connection using all of these facts and going to Find-a-Grave and 
looking for Boston's burial place. Luckily he was listed there, and the address of the Graves 
Cemetery was given. | looked it up at google maps and found out it was located on Little Flat 
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Creek. | now have some evidence that the West Fork of Flat Creek and Little Flat Creek are 
the same. Along with previous statements by family researchers, everything is pointing to 
Hugh Forgey's property being located on Little Flat Creek. 
| found Hugh Forgey mentioned on other West Fork deeds. Some of the men sharing 
property lines were: William Beaird (John's brother?), Absalom Hankins, and a Reynolds no 
first name ( may be his cousin John?) Mynatt's and Gibbs also lived close. Hopefully, | will be 
able to find the exact location of the property eventually! 


ee nr ee were re 


+ 


% 


ot \ 


” a 


- 


Tuesday, January 10, 2012 


Where oh where is the West Fork of Flat 
Creek? 


ceo" Janes Reynolda’ 
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Where is the West Fork? Being a Larry Hagman fan | know where South Fork is. Now | just 
need to find out where the West Fork of Flat Creek is in Knox County, TN. This Flat Creek 
area is a mystery to many. Lucille Wallace the author of the 1950's version of the Forgey 
Family History was unclear about it's exact location. She seemed to place it in Hawkins 
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County, not realizing that area later became a part of Knox County, TN. This threw me and 
others off. When | began searching for Flat Creek | looked at maps for Hawkins County and 
couldn't find it. When | posted a query at a message board | was told it was in Knox County; | 
then located the general area. 

When | received photocopies of the deeds | noted that Hugh Forgey sold his Flat Creek 
property to Christian Shell. | found a Shell Lane and Cemetery on a map for the area; | 
assumed the land was in that area. The land was not literally on Flat Creek. | had read that 
sometimes the nearest creek was mentioned on these early deeds, and did not mean the 
property was located on the creek. 

Now that | am trying to put together a narrative family history | decided | wanted to include a 
map of the area where the family lived. | decided | should try to do some fact checking. | got 
the deeds out and read the location descriptions. Glad | did that because the deeds do say 
the family properties were located on Flat Creek. Here is what they say: 


e James Forgey's grant states the location "Beginning on the North side of the 
Holston River on a Branch of Flat Creek" 

e Alexander Forgey's deed states the land was "on the waters of Flat Creek" 

e Andrew Forgey's deeds state "on the waters of Flat Creek" 

e Hugh Forgey's deeds state his land was "on the west Fork of Flat Creek" 


Armed with these descriptions | am now trying to locate the exact location. My ancestor 
Hugh's property description is the most descriptive "West Fork." | have not been able to 
locate a map with that particular location. | did find a query posted by someone also looking 
for that location. | also found out Hugh's brother-in-law John Beaird lived on the West Fork of 
Flat Creek. | checked the taxlist | have for Hugh Forgey when he lived on Flat Creek. | google 
searched some of the names plus Flat Creek. When | searched Bostian Graves | found a 
website where | found this info "The writer has no knowledge as to the original grantees to 
tracts of land on the head waters of Little Flat Creek. Most of them had served in the 
Continental Armies of North Carolina or Virginia during the Revolutionary War. Daniel Graves 
and his father Boston (Sebastian ) Graves (Graff) were in the area May 23, 1797. it is 
believed they came to Tennessee from Montgomery County, Virginia. They had earlier lived 
in Orange County, North Carolina. Since this recorder (Scharmal Veronica Triesch Conley) is 
a descendant of both Daniel and Boston Graves much of this compilation will relate to them 
and their descendants. On May 23, 1797, Daniel Graves bought 200 acres of land from John 
Beard. The land was located in the head waters area of Little Flat Creek, first known as 
Gravesville and later Graveston. The land is recorded in Book C-1, pg. 131, Knox County, 
Tennessee. " 

| remembered that Lucille's book, and the earlier Forgey Family History did state James 
Forgey's land was on Little Flat Creek. | will have to order copies of the rest of the Flat Creek 
deeds to see whether any of the later ones offer a more detailed description of the location? 
None of the deeds I've seen say anything about Little Flat Creek. There was a Little Flat 
Creek and a Big Flat (a Forgey relation John Sawyer's lived on Big Flat Creek). Since | did 
find a couple of references to Little Flat Creek when | googled the names appearing on the 
Taxlists it is possible the Forgey properties were located on that creek? 

| will contact the Knox County archives regarding the West Fork of Flat Creek. In early times 
Little Flat Creek may have been known as the West Fork of Flat Creek? If so the Forgey 
properties may be located near present day Emory Road and the Little Flat Creek Baptist 
Church. It was thought Washington Pike Presbyterian Church was located on Forgey land, 
but Flat Creek is several miles from there; not likely. 


Sunday, January 8, 2012 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form/ Genealogy Source 


National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 


This Sem is used Sot Cocomenting muttiple property provps relating to one oc several histocic contex = 
Raguter of Historic Place: registration Fore (vationsl Register Bulletin 165) Connplete exh item 


spas use Comtinastion chests (NPS Form 10-900a). Use « typewrice, word procesece, of comp 


x New Subenieson Amended Submession 


A. Name of Multiple Property Listing 


Historic and Architectural Resources in Knoxville and Knox County, Tennessee 


B. Associated Historic Contexts 


(Name each Astocumsd Himoric Content. identdving theme. geographical area, and chronotorical period for sack) 
1 Early Settlement and the Frontier, 1785-1860 

2. Suburban Growth and Development in Knoxville, 1861-1940 

3. Ethnic Settlement and Migration, 1785-1940 


The National Register of Historic Places Registration Form | found this form to be a great 
resource for local history and family history. This Knox County, TN form is packed with 
information about the early history of Tennessee and Knox County 
http://pdfhost.focus.nps.gov/docs/NRHP/Text/64500608.pdf. It mentions many of the early 
residents too. | did find a factual error. The person who built the fort at Harbison Crossroads 
was actually James Reynolds not John. This application involved multiple sites and buildings 
and contains more info than an average form. Even a shorter form can contain some very 
interesting historical info about a building or location, and family. Below you can see an 
example of the kinds of details that were recorded. 


Campbell's Station in west Knox County began in 1787, when Colonel David Campbell and his brothers James 
and Alexander built a blockhouse on the west bank of Turkey Creek near the present Avery M. Russell House 
(NR 6/5/75). A tavern, tannery, wagon shop and cabinet factory were located there, on the road to Nashville, in 
the early 1800s. Samuel Graham Ramsey founded Pleasant Forest Church there. By 1810, Charles McClung 
and William Campbell had opened a general merchandise store. Alexander Campbell moved to the Riverdale 
Community in 1792, when he felt it was safe from Indian attack. His house is at 6722 Thorngrove Pike (Survey 
No.2496). His son, William, soon followed, and located in the Riverdale Community around 1815. William's 
house (Survey No, 2500) still stands. George Farragut lived a few miles away at Stoney Point, later known as 
Lowe's Ferry. Other settlers in the area were the Russells and the Lowes, who built a fort south of Campbell's 
Station on the Tennessee. 


Below is an example of the kinds of info you may find about an individual. 


Sawyer’s Fort was approximately ten miles east of Adair’s Station, near the present community of Corryton. In 
1785, Colonel John Sawyer acquired one thousand acres in the eastern part of the county. He built a two-story 
log house (since demolished) surrounded by a stockade on the bank of Big Flat Creek where Emory Road 
crosses the creek, two miles east of present day Corryton and sixteen miles from White's Fort. In 1795, Sawyer 
bought more land from Stockley Donelson to sell to other settlers. The Adair family lived here when they first 
moved into the area, moving when their log house (Adair's Station) was built. Colonel Sawyer fought in the 
Battle of King’s Mountain during the American Revolution. He was also a member of Washington Presbyterian 
Church, organized in 1802, His son William later acquired a portion of his father’s holdings and built a frame, 
Greek Revival-styled house (1832) located on Washington Pike. The Sawyers-McBee House (Survey No. 2625) 
still stands and continues to be occupied by descendants. 


| am now looking for more of these forms by searching google and including the name of a 
site or area. They are generally posted as PDF's. | think the information provided is very 
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interesting to include in a Family History, and some of the info may lead to more resources 
and help breakdown a brickwall. 


Monday, January 2, 2012 


To do list for New Year 


ast year was very productive genealogy wise. | joined Second Life last January which 

elped introduce me to the genealogy community on the internet. As a result | began 
attending Webinars. | started this blog last March after attending a Dear Myrtle blogging 
Webinar. | began listening to Genea Bloggers radio even before starting my blog. All of this 
activity led to a more focused approach to my research which has paid off. | plan on 
maintaining this approach this year. | am going to work on improving citations and locating 
sources. This is my target list for this year: 


1. | still have not found the purchase deed for Hugh Forgey's property in Flat Creek, Knox 
County, TN. He probably purchased the land in the 1780's or 1790's? Will attempt to 
find the deed. 

2. | would like to collect more maps of the areas where my ancestors lived. | especially 
would like to get a better map of the Possum Creek area of Hawkins County and Flat 
Creek area of Knox County, TN. 

3. | will Keep googling my family names in hopes of someone posting transcriptions of 
letters or diaries. I've pretty much exhausted currently available records at the 
government level so private sources could be best in the future. 

4. | plan on ordering a copy of the Deeds Index for Maury County, TN. I've looked some 
court records for that area but didn't find anything useful (someone reminded | can 
order the film online. 


5. | need to keep checking the Newspaper project for Tennessee which still has not been 
completed. | am hoping the early Knoxville Gazette will be available online soon. This 
should be a great source for the early history of the area. 


6. | need to fix some gedcom problems. 


7. | plan on continuing to work on my family history book/report. 
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8. | will move over to Clermont, Ohio and do some more research on Nancy Melvin- 
Hicks. | would love to find an obituary for her. 


9. | still have not found the death years for Patrick Mullen and Mary Huvane in Ireland 
(my great great-grandparents). 
10. | have a long genealogy book reading list | hope to get through this year. 
11. More Forgey/Forgety DNA testers would be nice! 


Sunday, January 1, 2012 


My Family and the Rose Parade 


y mother's family, the Forgeys, settled in Southern California in 1925. My Nicaraguan 


grandmother, Graciela Del Castillo-Forgey was able to integrate into American culture very 


. The Hispanic heritage of California was familiar to her too. She loved American 
holidays which she celebrated heartily. 


In the late twenties my Forgey Grandparents moved to Glendale, California close to the Rose 
Parade city of Pasadena. My grandmother became acquainted with a float designer for the 


City of Glendale. My grandmother loved attending the parade. During the Depression the 


Parade was great free entertainment. My grandmother's husband and children didn't always 
share her enthusiasm for the parade. Even way back then the traffic around the parade route 


was bad. My grandfather drove there once, but was very annoyed by the traffic and would 


not go again. You have to get there early or camp out to get a good view. It can be very cold 
and uncomfortable waiting for the parade. My mother didn't enjoy all of these inconveniences 


either, but often accompanied her mother like a dutiful daughter. My mother did enjoy the 
1939 parade when she saw Shirley Temple in person. Shirley Temple shares my mother's 
birthday. 


My Kapple family came to California after WII. My father Robert Kapple would send a copy of 


the Rose Parade program to his Great Aunt Sister Mary Kathleen (Bridget) Mullen who 


worked at a Catholic Girls boarding School in Chicago, Illinois. She would look at it with the 


students who enjoyed a great deal as | hear. 


| collected the souvenir programs as a teenager. My family would often take a ride on New 


Year's Eve along the parade route. We would only move at about a snails pace along 
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Colorado so | could purchase a program while waiting for the traffic to move. | enjoyed 
seeing the crowds camping out and celebrating. Our car would get pelted with 
dried marshmallows which sounded like hail hitting the car, and silly string. On the way home 
we sometimes caught a glimpse of the floats be moved to the parade site. 

We did attend the parade once. It was fun but pretty exhausting. We generally would just go 
to see the floats when they were parked. It used to be free. You would have to pay to park 
close. We always parked on someones front lawn across the street. That was a big money 
making opportunity for local residents; having people park on their property for $5 or $10. It 
usually took about an hour in traffic to get to the float viewing area. Heading home it would 
look like a tornado hit Colorado Blvd. with old couches (used by parade viewers) and trash 
everywhere. 

It was fun though and they are even more beautiful in person. 
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AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Saturday, December 31, 2011 


Nothing but Good News to end the Year 
with! 


Search This 
Blog 


My Blog List 


Geneabloggers 


Blogiversary 
¢ Spotlight: Empty 
Nancy (Melvin) Hicks Branches on the 
(1806-1903) Family Tree 
2 days ago 
iy 
It's been a really good year for genealogy :)! I've had several major breakthroughs. | Arlene Eakle's 
received the final DNA test results for my Uncle Charles Forgey. At 37 markers he Tennessee Blog 
mismatched Roger Forgey by only one marker. That is described by FT DNA as a "Tight egal _ 
Match". They say very few people achieve that close a match. My family and Roger share a eens 
common ancestor back in 1732 when our shared ancestor Andrew Forgey was born. | only 3 years ago 


had circumstantial evidence of this before. Now the DNA backs this up. Really very 

satisfying! | had no idea they would match that close considering two other testers confirmed 

to share a common ancestor in the 1720's mismatched by 4 markers at 37 markers. If that Followers 
had happened in our case it would have led to second thoughts about our relationship. 

The one mismatch with Roger was a mutation occurring in our line. It was not shared by our 

other testers either. The single mutation made a big difference as far as the number of 

matches my Uncle got versus Roger. My Uncle got sixteen matches and he got 30 matches. 

That one mutation cut the matches by half. 
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These are our results to date. 


| made a happy discovery in my ancestry messages. | don't check that message box very En ee 
often. | didn't notice a message had been there since September about a Joshua Hicks book. 
It's available at Lulu and Amazon hittp://www.lulu.com/product/ebook/descendants-of-joshua- 
hicks/17440597 . | purchased the digital copy a few day ago. It's really excellent. | was P| Ey ea 
thrilled to find a picture of a many times great grandmother Nancy Melvin-Hicks. | have been 


researching her family extensively, so seeing a picture was a wonderful treat! | believe she is 

the earliest ancestor | have a picture of. She was born in 1806. | do plan on doing more 

research on her in the New Year! : . 
Favorite Links 


alee ahaa aaa ia lll a a a aie Burgenland Bunch 


Posted by Annette at 8:35PM No comments: | Learn Genetic 
Genealogy 


Friday, December 30, 2011 


Blog Archive 
My Canvas a Boring, Expensive Family > 2024 (1) 
History Book? Paani) 
Pm 2022 (21) 
ANTHLETW! FORGIEY Femily Granp Shee em 2021 (17) 
| Margacet Reynolds "7 
b | So teancecte ton § | em 2020 (18) 
A RRA ar Pm 2019 (16) 
> 2018 (22) 
Pm 2017 (31) 
> 2016 (24) 
Pm 2015 (30) 
Pm 2014 (53) 
Pm 2013 (59) 
; si Pm 2012 (76) 
| have been trying out the My Canvas family history book creator at Ancestry.com. You can 
view my own project here View Annette's project. Vv 2011 (94) 
You can use any family tree you have uploaded to Ancestry to create your book. You can also Vv December (10) 
use any documents and photos you have stored there too. Using their book designer is a Nothing but 
little tricky. Creating a book is very time consuming. You can only add 4 generations initially. Good News 
You can then continue adding new pages with more generations. end te 
ear with! 
It definitely could be more user friendly. For instance you have the option to upload 3 or 4 
generations at a time. There should be an option for fewer, because you may end up with My Canvas a 
é ‘ . : Boring, 
many more pages than you actually want. You may end up with to many time lines especially. Expensive 
| think | would only want a time line for key people. | can't imagine wanting a time line for Family 
every individual. So you have to go in and delete the pages you don't want. Very time History 
Book? 


consuming. More options for adding pages, and deleting several at a time would be helpful. 
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Adding text is a pain too. This is designed to be more of a picture book than a real Family 
History. 

I've uploaded a few examples of the pages | created here. The family group sheet is above. 
The first two below are examples of individual time lines. Too bad you can't insert more 
events and years. You are stuck with their default events. There isn't a military confederate 
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background either. Don't know if confederates would want Lincoln on their time line? 
If you are creative and have time on your hands you can get a very nice final product. 
Otherwise the basic book is not worth the expense. 
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View my complete 
profile 
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Tuesday, December 27, 2011 


A Software Generated Family History 


I've been comparing software generated modified descendant registers for creating a Family 
History. You can generate a book using this report. Once you've produced your report you 
can upload it to Internet Archive and share it with family. 

| started out by using my own Rootsmagic program. | used the modified register report and 
added more photos for family members. It produced a nice layout, with lots of detail included 
in the family group layout. It also produced an index which is so helpful. 


Desoancants of Anuraw Forgery 
 Aiettes Deg ee bee & le Le 
ede F aepes 94s bone 


Rootsmagic Modified Descendant Register 


| also downloaded a free trial of The Family Historian software. | created another modified 
register here. It produced a slightly different layout. | believe that company is based in the UK 
where they have a different protocol for the arrangement of the data. Rootsmagic provided 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/2011/ 4/26 


1/18/24, 10:09 AM AK'S Genealogy Research: 2011 


more details for individuals at the family group level, whereas, Family Historian only gave 
date ranges, and no spouse info at this level. | could not manipulate the pictures in the 
Rootsmagic program, but could with Family Historian. | was able to make the pictures small, 
medium and large. | could also move them. | later found out | could change the size of the 
pictures at Rootsmagic by going into settings then options, and resizing them. | don't think 
you can move them in Rootsmagic? 


Lon Mert PORE 1 Promor’ DACLAMD, ww 90 12 Cow 
mariad Letvan DOR ENITAMER cy | Acquet (O84 ily cont on b May (ME eGo Rte 


Lonene TATDESTUMED, ee bees heres FETE ot RD Tie ceed She et Albers NOPD bad fe tetloweng etre 


108 Laewinter FOR C2CY. gem of Mech POOLEY el fewer VTLA ae heen oe Dhereentber UNI on De Me wer horror 


Family Historian. 


| like the uncluttered, neater, layout Family Historian produced. It's easier for family members 
to read. Here is the copy | contributed to Internet 

Archive: http://ia600800.us.archive.org/23/items/DescendantsOfAndrewForgeyAndMargaret 
Reynolds/DescendantsOfAndrewF orgeyFinal.pdf . Genealogists would probably prefer a 


more detail oriented layout like Rootsmagic. 
| also tried Ancestral Quest's Modified Register which produced this layout: 


Chortes Lyre fergey § eb 
Tees F ergey! £4 was been ae: IS Mtr 1691 & leedoen Crevty, Ise 
Cort Clr forger 
tans 
Edun Rene Forgey it wan bewe on 0 Ger (989 @ Uiewwubeen, ladwas Ceca 


' 
Clacds Applew bite Denges! 1) ean bere ond Ee 100 oe badooe Counr 
wieaaa 


Mesa Marte Terger tye t 
nbasa 


Ancestral Quest 


This report did not include spouses at the family group level. It's interesting that it did give 
info about sex. It's not as attractive as the other reports but readable. The default picture size 


is small. 
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Ancestral Quest like Rootsmagic generates an index. The index is even more detailed than 
Rootsmagic giving the ID number of each individual in addition to the page number and 


dates. 


Legacy seems to generate a report similar to Ancestral Quest. It does have a more attractive 
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Let sae lane. 
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Sl eataed , tena tie te 


Ancestral Quest Index 


layout with a larger default picture size. 


wee Clek? 


Mt 


2M 


It appears that the Legacy modified register doesn't have an index either. 
Here is a sample of the same sort of report produced by The Master Genealogist: 
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Descendants of Asa Clark Brown 


First Generation 


L. Ase Clark Brewn! © |, sce of Nuthen Heown eed Molly Clerk, wae bon 


om ED Det 1992 in Weerdsicck, Windham, Cermectaut® t=." | diab on & ae 
‘ 


Mar 18% in Miemeapolix, Hennepin, Minnexota, at ape 78 §, and ons Sorted 
it Mar 1866 ct Mineeageto, Hawvepa, Minosute’ Another name fie Asa 


aslo 


Ase married Blizetodh Resnetds, m ERIO-1R) 5 


Childnot Som Gus enarteage wore 


\ Deown was teen aten! (875) 


fi Hewereed Nathan BR. Drawn werk bors sheas 1817 ts _, Pore teatiial diol on * 


May 1897 ie Fairfield, Clay, Nebeaska, about ays S01 eel wae burial on 6 May 
1897 in Vairhold, ley, Nebeka. 
Nathen marred Anne ( 


Nothow mest montried Hanne: M Grew oe 15 Now URL in Paicfiedd, (ly 
Nebvoeka 


Legacy 
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Descendancy Narrative of Barbara Range (41) 


The Master Genealogist Descendant Narrative 


This report provides a substantial amount of info about individuals. It reads more like a word 
processor style document; the layout is basic no frills. 

I like the Rootsmagic and Family Historian layouts the best. | think the Rootsmagic version is 
excellent. The Family Historian layout is good to give to family members not that familiar with 
genealogy. They can quickly scan the info which is very simply layed out. Too much info, too 
cluttered may put off those not familiar with genealogy. 

| found out that | could add biographical info using comments. Without the biographical info 
these reports can be about as interesting as reading a phone book. | also found it may be 
necessary to remove some of the facts and events you may have in your database. These 
can result in very odd sentences. You may also get a sentence that reads "undefined 
sentence." That means you need to remove a bit of information connected to that person. It's 
best to use notes/comments to give info about Military Service etc. Sources may come out 
jumbled also. It's probably best not to activate sources for reports for those not familiar with 
genealogy. You can include some important sources in notes. 

It is good to print and read a narrative report like this. | found many mistakes on my gedcom. 
It's difficult to spot mistakes unless you create a narrative. 


Sunday, December 25, 2011 


Santa and my Grandfather had the same 
Handwriting 
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In 1936 my mother received this dictionary from Santa Claus :D with the inscription "From 


Santa Claus Dec. 25- 1936 


Hope everyone has a very Merry Christmas! 


Monday, December 19, 2011 


A Forgey Slept with Abraham Lincoln’'s.... 


e) 


é 


Cousin! Or so the story goes? It all hinges on a 15 year old WIDOW who married a 50 year 
old man, and an Indian Prince? | found this juicy family story at findagrave. This is what it 
says: "Mary Ann Hanks was the daughter of John & Elizabeth Hanks. She was born October 
05, 1827 in McMinn County, Tennessee. Family legends has it that Mary Ann was married for 
a brief time to and Indian prince by the name of Forgey? but that has never been confirmed 
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and they had no children. Mary Ann was then married to William T. McCallie of 


Chattanooga, Tennessee on September 18, 1842, This was a strange union because William 
T. 50 at the time and Mary Ann was only 15." | immediately performed a logic, credibility test 
on this interesting yarn. It didn't seem to pass the test :). | know the Forgeys of McMinn, TN 
were not Native American. John Forgey's, progenitor of this McMinn Clan, descendant Roger 
has been DNA tested and is of Scots-lrish heritage. His wife, Nancy Armstrong, was born in 
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Prince Edward County, VA and her family wasn't Native American either. | have not run 
across a fifteen year old widow in my family research either? A connection was also made 
between Mary Ann Hanks and Abraham Lincoln's mother Nancy Hanks. All of this smacked 
of someone trying to establish a connection to Abraham Lincoln's family, and hence all these 
unlikely facts. 

Well | may have given up the research there, if not for fellow genealogy researcher Karen De 
Groote. She was able to find more about the Hanks family which adds credibility to this 
incredible story. She found a reference to John Hanks Will, which did mention a daughter 
Mary. He also mentioned a wife Elizabeth in the will. Jonn Hanks does says he was born in 
North Carolina on the 1860 US Census. | was able to find the supposed to connection in this 
family and Abraham Lincoln in this tree at Rootsweb http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi- 
bin/igm.cgi?0op=REG&db=Idkingsley&id=1003134 

So my personal connection to the Hanks family would be that my ancestor Hugh Forgey 
would have been the Uncle of the Forgey male who married Mary Ann Hanks. Mary Ann 
would have been a several times great-grand daughter of William Hanks born 1654, and the 
several times great-granddaughter of Nancy Hanks-Lincoln. So the cousin relationship would 
not be very close between Abraham Lincoln and Mary Ann, being that they shared a common 
ancestor in 1654, in North Farnham, Richmond Co., VA. 

My connection is tenuous at best, lol, to the Hanks Family and Abraham Lincoln.. | will take 
any possible connection to Lincoln, however. | have not been able to find a marriage so far 
between a Mary Hanks and a Forgey so far. John Forgey and Nancy Armstrong do have 
some unidentified sons, per the 1820 and 1830 Census's. So can | add Abraham Lincoln to 
our family tree. NOT Yet lol. 


Friday, December 16, 2011 


More DNA results plus Serendipity 


Wt Merrmer Marne) Patersel Anooctce Name Haptogroep 


Both Roger and Darren have now tested positive for Isles Scottish Clade I2b1a1 M284 L126. 
M284 probably originated in the British Isles around 2000 years ago. The L126 SNP is most 
frequent in South West Scotland and probably originated there over one thousand years ago. 
These tests also confirm the Forgey/ Forgys were originally Ferguson. The name Ferguson 
in Gaelic, and not Norman, so | had always figured the family was not Norman. 

My uncles, Charles Linn Forgey's, 25 markers have also come back. | was thrilled yesterday 
to find out that he matched Roger with no mismatches. Exact match so far! 

Serendipity It was seven years ago this month ( December 23, 2004 to be exact) when 
Roger Forgey first contacted me by email. This is what he wrote: 

"Annette, Iam beginning the search to figure out my Forgey line and go back as far as I can. 
My name is Roger Forgey ..... There are several of our family members in Cleveland, 
Tennessee and Harrison Tennessee. These are about 70 south of Knoxville Tennessee. My 
father's name was John Milburn Forgey and grandfather's name was John Melborne Forgey 
and his father was Dave Forgey. I don't have a lot of information but am trying to start. I 
would appreciate all the advice you might give me... 
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I am so glad he decided to contact me :)! That was a stroke of good luck for me. I was not 
able to answer his question right away, and it actually took me several years to figure out 
which line he belonged to. I worked out which line he belonged to in 2010. I was going 
through Carla Rotmans's pedigrees online and noticed John Milburn Forgey, and the fact the 
family lived in McMinn, TN (apparently Lucille Wallace had them as descendants of James 
Forgey and Fidelia Alderson, which can be disproven using the 1850 Census.). So I began 
doing some research on the Forgeys of McMinn, TN. I found a Nancy Forgey, daughter of an 
Armstrong, in some online McMinn County, TN records. There were references to Hawkins 
County, TN. Apparently her father died there and she was from there. 

So bingo; we now had a connection to the Forgey family of Hawkins County, TN. From there 
I took a brief detour, and put the family in the wrong line. I found an Andrew Forgey listed 
on some of the 1829+ taxlists. I also found a John listed later. So I thought Andrew son of 
Margaret Reynolds migrated there with his son John. Later I discovered my error when I 
found out Andrew died in Hawkins County, TN and John was still in Hawkins County, TN in 
1840. So I eliminated that possibility. 


I went back to the drawing board. I 
could not figure out the connection 
immediately. I did remember 
something about Nancy Forgey I 
photo copied years before. I could 
never place her with a particular 
Forgey male, and all the marriage 
records had been lost for that time 
period. By 2010 I had been able to 
find the wives of all the Forgey males 
in eastern TN except John Forgey 
(uncle of the John I mentioned 
previously). So he became my focus. I believed John Forgey, or Forga as listed on the 1820 
Census for Maury County, TN, was the same man I was looking for. He did not appear on any 
Census's after 1820. Apparently he died after the 1820 Census. I did later find Nancy Forgey 
with her children living near Armstrong siblings in McMinn, TN. When I compared the 
number of children in John and Nancy's households they seemed to match very well. With 
that plus the fact that the name John was used in the family for generations I felt I was on 
the right track. I then remembered a letter that Hugh Crawford had written in the 1830's 
about John Forgey's son Andrew dying; this clinched the likelihood I had the right person. An 
Andrew Forgey was on taxlists in 1829+ in McMinn, TN and did not appear after 1834 when 
Hugh Crawford said he had died. I feel the circumstantial case is very good. Now we also 


From "Tennessee Cousins" Book 


have DNA on that line backing up our assumptions. 
By collaborating we have been able to further all our lines, and become acquainted with 
some new cousins. It's been a very rewarding in so many ways :)! 


Wednesday, December 14, 2011 


Timeline Helps Clarify Alexander and 
Andrew lines 
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What I've learned from the timeline Going over everything yet again | found still more facts 
| missed before. In the process of verifying dates | discovered my error regarding James 
Forgey's year of birth. | was thinking it was 1766, but it was 1764. This bolsters my belief that 
he was the one who purchased the land warrant in 1788, for the 500 acres on Flat Creek in 
Knox County, TN. | had some misgivings about such a young man making such a large 
purchase. Now that | know he was a couple years older I feel more confident. 

James Forgey's father Andrew Forgey also owned land on Flat Creek, Knox County, TN. His 
brother, Hugh, did also. His sister Margaret Roberts lived on Flat Creek too. James was an 
elder in the Presbyterian Church and may have donated land for Washington Pike Church. 
Another thing that came to light was the fact that Alexander Forgey sold his 250 acre share of 
the 500 acre grant one month after purchasing it. That was in January of 1803. In 1807 he 
bought it back. He then sold it once and for all in 1815 but continued to live in Knox County 
until the 1830's. 

If my transcription of the 1806 Tax list for Knox County, TN is correct then Alexander and 
Andrew Forgey were sharing a 321 acre tract on Flat Creek? They were both taxed for the 
same tract. 

It still looks like most of the Forgeys in East Tennessee, early on, were descendants of 
Andrew Forgey and Margaret Reynolds, with Andrew and Alexander set apart with an 
unknown relationship to the others. 

This should be a good cheat sheet because | could never remember exactly what happened 
when. 

Below you can see my Timeline. You can click on each one to enlarge. Andrew Forgey 
husband of Margaret Reynolds is 1. Andrew. Andrew Forgey of Maury County is 2. Andrew. 
1. Alexander is the older one of Washington County, VA. 2. Alexander is the one who settled 
in Tippecanoe, IN. 


1 Andrew Forgey b. ireland 

Jamea Forgey b. ireland 

1, Andrew Forney and t Alexander arnve m Ametica 

1, Andrew Forgey and + Alexander are in Cumbeortand County Pennsytarna 

2. Andrew Foegey born Ponnsytania 

1. Alexander Forgey and 1. Androw Foegoy leave Cumberland County, PA 

John Forgey b. don’t know where? 

1_Andraw Forgey is in Washington County, VA 

2. Alexander Forgey ts born in Virgina 

1. Andrew Forgey buys land in Hawkins County, TN 

1. Alexander Forgey Purchases and in Washington County, VA 

1. Alexander Forgey mames Agnes Meek in Washington County. VA 

1. Alexander Forgey's mamage ends 

James Forgey purchases land Warrant for 640 acres in Knox Courity, TN 

James Forpey receives a Land Grant for 500 acres an Flat Creek in Knox County, IN 

1, Alexander Fargey sells his property in Wasington County, VA 

?. Andrew Forgey and Eleanor Randalls daughter botn in Knox County. TN 

2. Alexander Forgey s#s on a Jury in Knox Caunty, TN in Match and sues Absalom Hankins in. April 
2. Androw Forgay and 2 Alexander Foegay spit James Forgey's 500 acre land grant 

2 Alexander Forgey sells his 250 acres to John Smith? May just be a mortgage? (purchased land only ane month bafore) 
2. Alexander Forgey Marries Elizabeth Sawyers 

2, Andrew and 2. Alexander sre both taxed on 321 acres? ft looks like they were sharing the same land? In 1803 sold his 250 share? 
2. Alexander Forgey received the title to his land back fom John Smyth 

2 Alexander Forgey first appointed Justice of the Peace 

2. Andrew Forgey and nis wife Elen winess a deed in Knox County, TN 

1. Andrew Fargey dies 

2 2. Andrew Forgey is arbitrator for Dower nghts of Margaret Cox widow of Sarnuel Knox County, TN 
2. Andrew Forgey vs. George Miser Knox County Court 

? Alexander Forgey first appointed Tax Assessor 

? Alexander Forgery vs. Josiah Nichol 

2 Androw Forgoy and 2 Alexander Forqoy ara in Knox County, TN Court peowng Hannah Sawyers will 


2. Andrew Forgey selis his 321 acres on Flat Creek Knox County, TN (July) 

John Forgey appointed Militia Captain in Novernber, Giles County, TN ( likety son of 1, Andrew Forgey) 
Andrew Forgey is sted on a mariage bond m Maury County, TN 

2 Andrew Forgey and John Forgey {son of 1. Andrew) appear on Giles County, TN tax list 

2 Andrew Forgey was appownted administrator of the estate of Betsy Sawyers in Maury County, TN 

2 Andrew Foegey buys 32 acres in Maury County, TN 

2 Alexander Forgey vs English Crawford Kaox County Court 

2. Alexander Forgey sells his 250 actes an Flat Creek ( deed states it was Janes Porgey’s land Grant) 
2. Andrew Forgey (Forga) is an the US Census for Maury County, TN he is said to be over 45. John Forgey under 45 also rs on that Census 
2 Andrew Foegey dies alter Consus is Taken 

2. Alexander Forgey is still in Knox County, TN and appears an the 1830 Census there. 

2 Alexander Forgey Tippecanoe, Inciana 

2. Alexander Forgey dies in indiana 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/2011/ 11/26 


1/18/24, 10:09 AM AK'S Genealogy Research: 2011 


Monday, December 12, 2011 


Was their father James, John or Alexander? 


> 


Jexander Forgey Andrew Forgey 


1. John Sawyers f i Nancy Forgey 

2) Nancy Efizabcth Forgey 2 Margaret Forgey 

3. Rachel Sewver Forgery +. Jmnes Forgey 

4. Rebecca Crawford Forges 4 Hugh forgey 

5 Margaret Enomaline Forges = Anckew Forgcy 

6 James Allen Forgey 6 John H. Feegey 

7 Macy Ana Forgey 7 Sacanel Scott Forgey 
8 William Alexander Forgery 

9 Andrew Jackson Forgey 

10. Josiah W ney 


gey 
1]. Thomas Crawford Forney 


12. Cyrus Forgey 


Children of Andrew and Alexander Forgey 


As | stated in my previous post we have not proven who Andrew and Alexander Forgey's 
father was? Both men show up out of the blue in Knox County, TN records in 1802; with 
Alexander making his first appearance in March of 1802 when he serves on a Jury. Andrew 
makes his first appearance in the records in December 1802 with his land purchase. Several 
of Andrew's children are thought to have been born in Knox County. One child as early as 
1795. So if that is true we know Andrew arrived there before we find him in any records. 
The ages of Alexander and Andrew are important to keep in mind when looking at the 
records | cite below. Alexander's year of birth is given as 1779 in a family bible. Andrew's 
year of birth can only be estimated. In 1820 he was said to be over 45, according to the 
census of that year. Taking in to consideration the fact his oldest child was born about 1795, 
this would put his year of birth somewhere between 1770 and 1774. 

I've reexamined the deeds regarding the 500 acre land grant. The authors of the Sawyers 
Harris family history found this land grant for James Forgey and assumed that since he was 
older he was the father of the younger men found in the local records. James later sells the 
land to Andrew and Alexander, in 1802. The way it's divided 50/50 sounds like a possibility of 
father deeding to sons. The problems that tend to lead a person in another direction is the 
statement James Forgey of Hawkins County grants to Andrew and Alexander of Knox 
County, TN. There is also no hint as to what the relationship the seller is to the buyers. 
Alexander pays $100 dollars for 250 acres which would be equivalent to about $1700 today. 
That would be quite a bit of money to pay your father for land which you would likely inherit 
after his death? | read Andrew's deed over again also. His is more puzzling, and does not 
give a dollar amount just says for "valuable consideration”. 

We have a father to son deed for Andrew of Hawkins County to his son Andrew Forgey Jr.. 
I've copied that one and Alexander's deed below to show the stark difference in tone. 
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They are a little difficult to read, but basically state Andrew received the land from his father 
for "love and parental affection." Whereas the deeds given to Alexander and Andrew do not 
contain that kind of wording? Another blow to the case for father deeding to sons. 


Who else is confirmed to be in the OMEN SN Nlon lag atest eel Vig 
area at the time, in the age range, to ‘ee eee ‘aaa [ae oe | Vat fn 
be their father? My feeling has been : ; ae ie eG 

that Alexander Forgey of Washington eater aed Mare | 
County, VA would be the best ew de ‘egy pe ee ‘| 2 Se | a: | 
candidate. Alexander said he was trot | Heir ae ee | r | - 
born in Virginia and his name being fo Lae Ee Lor Fee 
Alexander means he could have been 1794 Taxlist Washington County, Va, 3 men in household 


a Junior? This would make Alexander 

and Andrew first cousins of the other Forgeys in the area. Of course there are always 
discrepancies. We do not find either Alexander or Andrew on any of the tax lists for 
Washington County. VA? From the time Alexander, the older, purchases his property, until the 
time it was sold we only see young men in the household twice. Alexander sells his property 
and leaves the area in 1796. So Alexander would be too young to be included in the tax lists 
to 1796. But Andrew should appear if he lived in the area at that point, because | believe he 
would have been old enough? An explanation for this would be that Andrew Forgey left home 
and the area at a very young age? Can't locate a Will for Alexander Forgey, the older. 
Another fact which might point away from this possible connection is the fact Andrew did not 
have a son named Alexander. Although he may have a one and he died as a young child? 
Another possible candidate would be 
a John Forgey who died in the early 
1790's either in Hawkins County, or 
Knox County, TN. James Forgey filed 
a probate for him in Hawkins County 
in 1793. He also sued a Joseph Beard 
on behalf of the estate in Knox 
County, TN in 1793. The fact he 
brought suit against someone in Knox 
County leads me to believe John may 
have lived there at some point? So 
could John have been a son of 
Alexander Forgey, the older and father 
to Andrew and Alexander? We know he is not Andrew Forgey and Margaret Reynolds's son 
because they had a son who lived at least until the 1820s. We do not find a John Forgey with 
Andrew and Alexander in their early years in this country. So we are left to assume this could 
be a son of Alexander who came of age at a later date. We do not find him on the 1774 
Taxlist for Cumberland County, PA like we find Andrew and the older Alexander. So we 
assume he was too young in that year. We do not find John on taxlists for Washington 
County, VA either in the 1780's which we might expect. He could have been in Tennessee by 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/2011/ 


13/26 


1/18/24, 10:09 AM AK'S Genealogy Research: 2011 
that point? We do not find him purchasing land in Tennessee, or in any of the records until he 
is listed as deceased. Not having any further info regarding him it's hard to say whether he is 
their father or brother? He looks more like a possible brother however. 
Arguments can be made for and 
against all of these men as fathers for 
Andrew and Alexander. It could be 
that they came to this Country without 


their parents at all? More research 
needs to be done. Going over 
everything again | noticed that both Alexander and Hugh Forgey sued Absalom Hankins. 
Hugh was involved in a suit with him in Knox County in January of 1801, and Alexander sued 
him in April 1802. Anyone interested in these lines may want to get more info on Alexander's 
lawsuits in Knox County. | have not looked at all of the sales deeds for Alexander Forgey, 
they might be useful too? More research in Maury County may be helpful too. 


Andrew and wife Elen witnessed deed in Knox County, TN 1806 


Friday, December 9, 2011 


Alexander G. Forgey, Do We Have the Best 
Sources? 
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Alexander G, Fergey was born in 1779; he was a son of James Forgey. 


who enrly emigrated from Virginia. We find that he entered 500 acres of 
land upon Little Plat Creek, sixteen miles east of Knoxville, upon whieh he 
moved in 1792, We find that James Forgey had four sons, viz: 
Alexander, Hugh, James and Andrew Forgey. 
Nothing is known of the Ilugh or Andrew Forgey families, if they had 
any. It scems that the James Forgey family emigrated to Ohio, just when 
it is not known, 
Ns IM. LIF ine a 
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Is this proven I've written about Alexander G. Forgey in this blog before. | said | believed 
that he and Andrew Forgey of Maury County were likely brothers and could be sons of 
Alexander Forgey of Virginia. The Sawyers Harris Family history purports to document his 
family history. It was written in 1913 by Madison Monroe Harris and William Randolph Carter 
(I've embedded a copy below) . 

I've been going through the info in this book regarding his early history. According to the book 
he is the son of a James Forgey who entered 500 acres on Flat Creek, in Knox County, TN 
and lived on that land from 1792. It is odd that | have not been able to find a James Forgey in 
Knox County, TN court records if he lived there from this early date? This is very unusual 
since every male at some point served on a Jury. 

| immediately find more holes in this family history. As you can read above, James was said 
to have had four sons. Alexander, Hugh, Andrew and James. We know for a fact that 
Alexander and Andrew are closely associated. We find them witnessing documents, buying 
land next to each other on Flat Creek. There is never a James involved with any of them 
other than one described as living in Hawkins County, TN. There is never any evidence of a 
James Forgey living in Knox County, TN. The authors conclusion that Alexander had a 
brother James came from the fact that a James Forgy family had also settled in Northern 
Indiana, like Alexander G. later did. There was no basis in fact for this. As it turns out this 
James Forgey family did not come from Tennessee at all. It was just a coincidence they 
settled in the same area. Lucille Wallace also came to the conclusion that the James 
mentioned by the Sawyers Harris author, as the son of James brother to Alexander, was not. 
Another misidentification occurred regarding Hugh Forgey. Hugh Forgey was not Alexander 
G.'s brother at all. The Hugh Forgey living on Flat Creek was the son of Andrew Forgey and 
Margaret Reynolds. Hugh Crawford, grandson of Andrew and Margaret and born 1806 Knox 
County, TN, wrote in his Journal that his Uncle Hugh Forgey lived in Knox County, TN. 

At the face of it you would think the authors had a good sources for the family history. They 
tell us that James Forgey migrated early from Virginia to the Flat Creek area. Sounds like 
they knew what they were talking about? Actually since Alexander was said to have been 
born in Virginia this was likely the basis for that statement . It was just another assumption. 
In 1802 James Forgey sold two equal portions of his 500 acre grant to Alexander G. and 
Andrew. This deed does not say anything about relationships. The land was sold to these 
men not given away to them. The price could not be called hugely discounted either. These 
deeds damage the circumstantial case that James was likely their father. The deed portion | 
copied above states that James Forgey of Hawkins County, TN is selling to Alexander Forgey 
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of Knox County, TN. Well James Forgey of Hawkins County, TN brings to mind only one 
person that is James son of Andrew and Margaret. Not Alexander G.'s father at all. James 
was known to have purchased large land grants which he did not live on. He appears to have 
bought them for speculation. James being in Alexander G.'s age range seems to point to a 
cousin relationship. 
The only source for the James Forgey as Alexander's father appears to be the Sawyers 
Harris book which Lucille Wallace later quotes. | have seen nothing else. The only source 
mentioned in the Sawyers Harris Family History is the 500 acre land grant on Flat Creek. 
More than this is definitely needed. 
| can see where a circumstantial case might be built around the land grant, but this is not 
supported by the sales deeds. A family history is not a good source since they can 
be notoriously wrong when it comes to early generations. Building a good foundation for a 
family history requires several primary sources. One deed just isn't enough. We need some 
proof that there were two James Forgeys living in the Eastern Tennessee area at the same 
time, and nothing points to this so far. However we do know that James Forgey of Hawkins 
County, TN uncle Alexander Forgey sold his property in Washington County, VA in 1796 and 
disappears? So does Alexander Forgey relocate to Knox County with two sons? 
So has anyone proven who Alexander G.'s father is? No. Should we continue to search? Yes. 


“ 


Books Buy this book More about this book 


Wednesday, December 7, 2011 


Forgey Autograph Collection and A Forgey is 
DNA Testing with Ancestry.com 


New Test Location Brandon Forgey is testing with Ancestry.com.. His father is testing with 
Family Tree DNA. This is the Maury County, TN Forgey family. It should be interesting to 
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compare their results. None of the Forgeys have tested with Ancestry so far. We'll see what 
kind of matches they come up with. | believe the Maury County, TN Forgeys are closely 
related to Alexander Forgey of Tippecanoe, Indiana. 

| am always excited to find examples of the handwriting of our early family members. As you 
can see below everyone had a very distinctive signature. | can always spot Hugh's signature 
because of the way he forms his H, a very unusual style. | tried to copy his H and it took mea 
few tries. Everyone had their own distinctive tail loops on the g and y in Forgey, | am not 
used to writing a cursive F. The F is kind of a tricky and everyone forms it a little differently. 
When | analyze whether one of the _Forgeys actually signed something | check previous 
confirmed signatures paying attention to the loop tail and the form of the F. James Forgey's 
signature is always difficult to read, so his name may sometimes indexed wrong? 


| 


James Forgey son of Andrew Senior 


Hugh Forgey my several times great grandfather son of Andrew Forgey Senior 
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John Forgey of Hawkins and Shelby Counties, TN 
son of Andrew Jr. (nephew of John of McMinn) 


Monday, November 28, 2011 


My DNA Wish List for Santa! Plus link to 
Our Group 


Most wanted DNA Made my list for Santa and it's all about DNA ;)! Considering we didn't 
have a DNA project before August 2011 we have made great progress so far! Here is a link to 
our Group Forgey/Forgy/Forgie: http://www.familytreedna.com/public/ForgeyForgyForgie/ 
Just use the tabs across the top to see other pages. Click the Y DNA drop down menu to see 
the actual results so far. We should have more results by late December. 

We can always use more participants in our Forgey/Forgy & Forgie project. The larger the 
number of testers the more we can learn. DNA testing requires comparisons between 
matches, and patterns only come to light after groups of cousins pool results. 

Here is my most wanted Y DNA: 


. Forgety line 

. Gabriel Forgey line 

. Archibald Forgey line 

. Alexander Forgey line 

. Hugh Forgey Bourbon Kentucky line 


. William Forgey supposed French line 


N OO fF WN = 


. John Forgy Cumberland, PA line (someone already tested on this line but | am not sure 
about the results?) 


8. Canadian Forgies 


| have added in red those who have tested for each line in to the chart below (we are DNA 
testing to better determine the lines so some of these are guesses). Clinton Forgy has not 
returned his test yet and is testing in Samuel's line. We need to fill in the empty boxes, and 
we can use more testers in the Andrew line. Test prices start at $99 for 12 markers. We have 
a Forgey, Forgy, Forgie group at FT DNA http://www.familytreedna.com/ 
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Andrew FORGEY | Cumberland Abt. 1768 
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1774 


Westmoreland Co., PA 
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1755 Contract 
Prince Wikam Co,,VA 


1762 Tax list 
Cumberland Co., PA 
Marned 1762 
Lancaster, PA 

1765 Chester 
County, PA 


13 Feb 1768 
1772 Peters Township | Co. Armagh, ireland 
Cumberland Co., PA 


Co, Antrim, Ireland 
Became Citven 
Bet. 1798-1802 
Oath of Allegiance Ireland 
1786 


1786 Tax list 
Westmoreland Co,,PA 


on chart to get better image 


Research: 2011 


Dumfries, VA 
or Bedford, VA 
a 
Rowan County, NC | Sarah WILSON 
Bourbon Co,, KY Mary Deer, 

Sally EVERMAN 
| Rebecca THORNBURG 


Thursday, November 24, 2011 


Happy Thanksgiving! 


i a 


Charles and Graciela Forgey Family 1951 
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This is the Gravy Boat From the picture above, my mother believes it's from the early 1900s. 


Made by Ridgeway England 


Tuesday, November 22, 2011 


FT DNA Beta + Final DNA comparisons at 
37 markers 


New beta site and finals to date When | saw that Mike Forgy's 37 marker results came in | 
noticed major changes to the FT DNA site. Here is the explanation | found posted 

there: "Beginning today, 11/21/2011, Project Administrators will have exclusive access to our new myFTDNA 
2.0 BETA. Use the kit links within your project to access the new personal pages." It took me a few minutes 
to understand the new layout. | like it. There are some new ways to sort results such as by 
surname. | have to play with this after Thanksgiving to see what else you can do. | copied 
some of the new reports below. As you can see below the number of markers mismatched is 
now posted with the name on the far left hand side. 

| was very satisfied with the rest of Mike's results. Here is what we can infer so far with the 3 
tests complete: 


1. Forgey is a variant spelling of Ferguson. Mike had 11 Ferguson matches and Roger 
had 5 ( see last two images in this post for Ferguson ONLY matches. 
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2. There was a mutation in one of Mike's first 12 markers which was not shared by either 
Darren or Roger or any of the Fergusons which means this is a unique mutation in his 
line. 

3. Two mutations occurred in Darren's line which were not shared by either Roger or 
Mike. So they are unique to this line and can be used to set them apart. 

4. One marker tested in the last set for Mike did not match either Darren or Roger, but did 
match many Fergusons. So | wonder if Darren and Roger's line's both experienced a 
mutation at a later date? 

5. Larry Laughlin has been a close match to all three men and a perfect match for Mike. 
This may just be a coincidence or maybe a non paternity event? Some lines do have 
very few mutations so it's possible he is related before the adoption of fixed surnames? 

6. Many of the Forgey/Forgy matches tested positive for the Scottish Clade which | 
discussed before. So it looks like Roger and Darren will test positive when their results 
come back in late December (the new beta site shows deep clade results for matches). 


We should have more test results by late December. It is odd that Roger and Mike have two 
marker mismatches and Mike's supposed closer relative Darren mismatched by 4. Hopefully 
we can Clarify this with next set of results; which should be for my uncle. 


Mike Forgy 


Y¥-DNA Haplogroup Terminal SNP 
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Mike Forgey 3 marker mismatches Roger Forgey 3 marker 
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Mike Forgy 4 marker mismatches Roger Forgey ditto 
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Mike Forgy's Ferguson Matches 
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Saturday, November 12, 2011 


Comparing Marker Matches so Far 


Comparisons so far It sounds like the FT DNA lab was closed for Veterans’ Day yesterday; 
so the rest of Mike's test results have not been posted (I am really anxious to see them!!!). 
We expect the rest of his results next week. 

This is where we are so far. We have a completed test for Roger Forgey representing the 
Andrew Forgey and Margaret Reynolds line and we have two testers who share a most 
recent common in 1726 i.e. Samuel Forgey or Forgy. We have completed results for Darren. 
All three men are confirmed related through DNA testing so far. Roger and Darren share a 
genetic distance of 2. So they are confirmed to be related. It will be very interesting to see 
whether the two markers which separate both of them are shared by Mike Forgy? We will 
then have an idea of when those mutations occurred. After or before 1726? If they happened 
before then, Roger's line would have shared a common ancestor likely more than 100 year 
earlier. If the mutation occurred after 1726 they likely shared a common ancestor somewhere 
around the 1726 era. 

It appears that Roger's line experienced fewer mutations in their DNA than Darren's and 
Mike's lines? | surmise this from the number of matches Roger had with the members of the 
Ferguson group. Ferguson does seem to be the root name for Forgey. Darren matched some 
of the same Ferguson group members at a genetic distance of 5. This would mean he is only 
possibly related to them unless, someone in his line tests closer ( which would mean an extra 
mutation occurred recently). 

Mike Forgy already has a mutation not shared by the others with only 12 markers tested. 
This mutation occurred after 1726. | am expecting the Fergusons who matched Roger and 
Darren to resurface again when the rest of Mike's test results come in. 
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I've copied all of the match results so far below. Actually Wayne Forgie is also only one 
marker off Mike at 12 markers (| guess FT DNA only lists those member matches with nearly 
exact name spellings in this catagory i.e. genetic distance 1. Forgie didn't register as a close 
spelling?). 


Roger Forgey Darren Forgy Mike Forgy 


12 MARKER - EXACT MATCH 4 MATI 12 MARKER . EXACT MATCH 4 MATCH(§ 12 MARKER - EXACT MATCH 6 MATCH(ES) 


Me. Darren Edgar Forgy (37) Roger Forgey (¥37) Mr. Larry Laughlin (¥67) 
Mr Mark Middleton Melvin Mr, Mark Middleton Metan Mr Michael William Thorp 
Mr Wayne A Forgie Jr (¥37) Me. Wayne A, Forgie Jr. (¥37) John Edwin Belton (¥67) 
Michell Ray Martin (¥25) Mitchell Ray Martin (¥25) 


Leo Wilson Mitchell (¥37) 


Newton Douglas Walden (Y37) 
Mr Jan Raymond Duke 


12 MARKER - GENETIC DISTANCE - 1 4 MATCHES) 12 MARKER - GENETIC DISTANCE - 1 12 MARKER ~ GENETIC OLSTANCE - 1 2 MATCHIES) 
Michael ODell Fargy “* Michael ODed Foegy ** Mc. Garren Edgar Forgy (¥37} ' 
Roger Forgey (¥37) 


Wayne Forgie is also one marker off Mike Forgy. 


Roger Forgey Darren Forgy 
25 MARKER - GENETIC DISTANCE - 1 4 MATCH(ES) 
Mr. Darren Edgar Foray (Y37) Roger Forgey (Y37) 


Mr. Wayne A. Forgie Jr. (Y37) 
Gabriel Joseph Ferguson (¥37) 
Mr. Larry Laughlin (Y67) 
Stanley Mclirath (Y37) 

William Lewis Leigh Jr. {¥37) 
Frederick John Galbraith 
Michael O'Neal Elder (Y111) 


Roger Forgey Darren Forgy 
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25 MARKER - GENETIC DISTANCE - 2 19 MATCH(ES@ 25 MARKER - GENETIC DISTANCE - 2 9 MATCH{ES) 
Kenny Ferguson (¥37) Mr. Wayne A Forgie Jr. (¥37) 

Mr. Barry Ferguson (Y37) Gabriel Joseph Ferguson (¥37) 

Mr John David Ferguson (Y67) Mr. Larry Laugniin (Y67) 

Mr William P Laugniin (¥67) Daniet Allen Piper 


Mr. David Edward Laughiin 

John Richard Gelston (Y37) 

Dr. David Maicolm Stitt (¥67) 

Leo Wilson Mitchell (Y37) 

Jimme Robert Hemandez (¥37) 
Mitchell Ray Martin 

Mark Edward Gordon (Y37) 

Mr. Fred (ric) Duane Gordon (Y67) 


Stanley Melirath (Y37) 
William Lewis Leigh Jr. (¥37) 
Frederick Join Galbraith 

Leo Wilson Mitchell (¥37) 
Michael O.'Neal Elder (¥111) 


Charlie Wayne Stewart (Y67) 

George Rober Ferguson (Y67) 

George W. Stuart (Y67) 

Hugh L McArthur (¥ 111) (Family Finder) 
Jacob Lee Stewan Sr (¥111) 

James Oliver Stewart (Y67) 

Justin Lee Stewan (Y1117) 


Roger Forgey 
Darren Forgy had no matches here 


37 MARKER - GENETIC DISTANCE -3 10 MATCH(ES) 


Mr Wayne A Forgie Jr. : 
Gabriel Joseph Ferguson ' 
John Richard Gelston j 
William Lewis Leigh Jr 1 
George Robert Ferguson (Y67) ' 
Charlie Wayne Stewart (Y67) j 
George W. Stuart (Y67) 1 
Justin Lee Stewart (Y111) : 


Jacob Lee Stewart Sr. (¥111) | 


James Oliver Stewart (Y67) | 
Roger Forgey Darren Forgy 

37 MARKER - GENETIC DISTANCE - 4 11 MATCH{ESM 37 MARKER - GENETIC DISTANCE -4 4 MATCHES) 

Kenny Ferguson fdr. Larry Laughlin (Y67) 

Mr. Jotin David Ferguson (Y67) Michael O.\Neal Elder (Y111) 

Mr Patrick Hugh Scanion Mark Edward Gordon 

Scot Thomas Stuart Mr. Fred (ric) Duane Gordon (¥67) 

Mr. Michael Henry (87) 

Stanley Mclirath 


Dr David Malcolm Stitt (¥67) 

Hugh L McArthur (Y111) (Family Finder) 
Jimme Robert Hemandez 

Mark Edward Gordon 

Mr. Fred (ric) Duane Gordon (Y67) 
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( More annettekapple@gmail.com Dashboard Sign Out 


AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Friday, November 11, 2011 


William Kappel anti aircraft gun battalion 


Search This 
Blog 


My Blog List 


Geneabloggers 
Blogiversary 
Spotlight: Empty 
: Branches on the 
William Kappel's Grave Netherlands American Cemetery Family Tree 


2 days ago 
Remembering Veterans on Veterans Day 2011 We do honor the sacrifice of all veterans W 
today. | especially honor my Great Uncle William Kappel, who was a member of the 462 Anti soa 
Aircraft Gun Battalion. A few years ago | discovered that he was killed in Europe at the end of The DAR, The 
WWII. He was buried at the American Cemetery in the Netherlands. | have been unable to WPA, and your 
find out the circumstances of his death due a fire, and the loss of those records. When | panies! 

ears ago 

asked my aunt if she knew anything about his service she said she thought he served in the _ . 
South Pacific? | have verified that he was indeed buried in Europe, so | assume he was killed 
there. My father never really said nothing about his aunts and uncles; so | have only Followers 


discovered most of my info about them through my own research. 

The only thing | have been able to glean from my questioning of family and research is that 
William Kappel was one of the 11 children of my great-grand parents Frank Kappel and Mary 
Kurta. He was born in Cudahy, Milwaukee, Wisconsin on 20 Sep 1915. He did marry, and 
was married when he was killed. Don't know if they had any children? 

My father Robert Kapple was born in 1933. My aunt June said that one Christmas my father 
got a train set (my father did love trains, and came to California from Chicago, IL by train). 
She said that my Grandfather Rudolph and his Uncle William hogged the train set on 
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Christmas morning, and my father was upset because he couldn't play with it. In retrospect is Followers (113) Next 
nice to know that Uncle William had fun that Christmas with my Dad's train set :). Be mx 


2 
Pe. 
Za 
Posted by Annette at 10:06 AM Nocomments: [ix] P| Ey ea 


Tuesday, November 8, 2011 


Favorite Links 


What can DNA really prove? 
Burgenland Bunch 


Learn Genetic 
Genealogy 


Blog Archive 


Vv 2024 (1) 
Vv January (1) 


=, 
= = Examining 
Middle 
ferguson Karnes for 
Clues 
. 7 Pm 2023 (15) 
What can DNA really prove? I've been mulling that over since receiving test results for 
another Forgey family line. | had read articles about DNA testing before actually becoming m 2022 (21) 
involved myself in August. | had a vague idea of how it would work, and what it would tell me. > 2021 (17) 
After two months experience working with results | am getting a much more realistic view of 
; a a Pm 2020 (18) 
DNA testing for family history. 
So far we seem to have a match between Roger Forgey representing the Andrew Forgey, Pm 2019 (16) 
TN, line, and Darren Forgy representing the Samuel Forgey, NC, line. Another person > 2018 (22) 
representing the John Forgey line in PA had tested earlier and was not a match. We have at 
least four other family members who are somewhere in the process of testing, and three peer (21) 
others who have at least preliminary results (with 25 markers in for Darren Forgy he is one Pm 2016 (24) 
marker off from Roger Forgey = Genetic distance 1). > 2015 (30) 
What DNA has achieved for us so far: P 2014 (53) 
Pm 2013 (59) 
1. It's confirmed that at least two Forgey lines are related which was impossible to do 
using traditional genealogy research. They apparently share a common ancestor in Pm 2012 (76) 
Ulster Ireland. We know from our research that the common ancestor link occurred Pm 2011 (94) 
before 1720, which is impossible to document with records. 
2. It may have eliminated a relationship with the John Forgy line? Although it is possible 
About Me 


that anon paternity event occurred. It is good practice to have more than one person 
per line test in case of this kind of event. 
3. It has confirmed family tradition i.e. that the family was Scots-lrish. - 
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4. The link between the name Forgey and the name Ferguson has been verified. aaa 
5. We have found more distant relations (Gilbert Ferguson, Kenneth Ferguson, George View my complete 
Robert Ferguson, John David Ferguson and Wayne Forgie). profile 


6. Alink between our Forgeys and Co. Down Ireland is confirmed. Wayne Forgie's family 
is from Co. Down. Feedjit 


So what can be expected when we get all of the results back. 


e Comparison of complete sets of results will hopefully give us more data about 
relationships, and a time frame for the most recent shared ancestor 
e Amore precise Haplo group which will help confirm or refute a possible French 
origin or confirm the family had lived in Scotland for thousands of year 
e Answer the question regarding whether all the early Forgey/Forgys to settle in 
America were related or at least come close to answering that question 
In conclusion, what DNA can do is tell you is whether you are related to someone at some 
point in time. It can't tell you exactly when. If you match someone else on every marker 
except 3 or 4 markers, on a 37 marker test, then you can be reasonably sure the common 
ancestor lived hundreds of years ago. | was thinking yesterday what if all the Forgeys match 
perfectly and | can't differentiate the family lines? | remembered that is where all of the 
research I've collected, and others have shared with me comes in. With 11 years of research 
on my family line and the DNA test results to back up my assumptions | believe | will have a 
very well documented accurate family tree when all is said and done. 


Wednesday, November 2, 2011 


Just when I thought I had it figured...a new 
clade? 


The I- M284 subclade | mentioned the subclade I- M284 associated with the British Isles in a 
previous post. | did not know it was a subclade of M223. | thought these two were totally 
separate. Below is a chart showing the relationship between the subclades. Roger was 
placed in the M223 clade by FT DNA. According to the Ferguson DNA project Roger's 
matches are in the subclade M284? Since there is a 99 percent probability that Roger is 
related to Wayne Forgie and Gabriel Ferguson at some point in time he must also share the 
British Isles clade. It sounds like one of the matches may have upgraded to a deep clade 
test. This is the way Ft DNA explains the test: "Family Tree DNA now offers its Y-DNA customers 
Deep Clade tests to determine or confirm the exact subclade or branch of their haplogroup. " It's also 
possible that differences in 3 markers led to a more specific subclade assignment for one of the other 
matches? | will contact the Ferguson project and ask about the reason for the M284 subclade 
assignment? 

According to Wikipedia:" I-M284, has been found almost exclusively among the population of 
Great Britain, which has been taken to suggest that the clade may have a very long history in 
that island". The Scottish branch of 284 might be 1,500 years old. So Roger's line may have been in 
Scotland for more than 1,500 years; and possibly as many as 3,000 years ago. So Roger's family may 
have descended from the ancient Pict population of Scotland. 

The Forgeys do seem to match the description of others assigned to this subclade. The 
M284 subclade is strongly associated with western Scotland. "The Fergus(s)on in this group 
show a strong connection with Ayrshire and Dumfriesshire. Sir James Fergusson of Kilkerran 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2011-11-12T09:09:00-08:00&max-results=80 3/24 


1/18/24, 1:13 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 
wrote: "there is some evidence strongly suggesting that the south-western Fergussons, living 
in Ayrshire and Dumfriesshire, took their name from Fergus, Prince of Galloway, a much less 
shadowy personage, who was an important figure in the reigns of David | and Malcolm IV." 
By less shadowy he was refering to Fergus Mor and the attendant Dalriada genealogy." 


My goal now is to find the exact subclade for the Forgey. | really need to verify the Ferguson 
groups conclusion. 


1 M253, M307, P30 
Pa0, M450 


fj P19, M170 


P34, M250 
P212, U178 


2 P2156 


b | 214, P26, P217, P218 


Monday, October 31, 2011 


Happy Halloween! 


Friday, October 28, 2011 
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Put Yourself in the Picture 


Photo editing software. I've been playing 
with photo-editing software available for free online. 
Face in the Hole is fun. You can upload your own 
photo or use their template photos. | found some 
fun photos when | searched the site using the word 
"Victorian". | found the photo above which | used; 
and added my great-great grandfather Hugh Forgey 
and my picture to. | also uploaded a picture of my 
great grandmother Isis Browning-Forgey and her 
sister. | removed her sister's face and replaced it 
with my own. It's fun to play with this. You can snip 
keysettenge § Copy Of your creation and edit it with free Picasa 
photo-editing software. The Halloween effects at 
Picnik are also fun to play with. Being a typical 
genealogist | love cemeteries. The cemetery over lay at Picnik is a fun, spooky, effect to add 
to photos. You can get to Picnik through Picasa photo-editing. 
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Posted by Annette at 12:40PM Nocomments: [ix 


Thursday, October 20, 2011 


Tracking Down DNA Matches and Digging 
Deeper 


th Legh d 
op Reber Tergeece OF) Anegh, Cowan, tre 


Tracking Down Matches The newest match for Roger Forgey came in yesterday and was a 
25 marker match with Kenneth Ferguson who had a genetic distance of 2. It seems like 
there is a match every week now. This is due to the efforts of the The Ferguson DNA 

project which seems to be growing tremendously. We are lucky to have a large project 
relating to our surname. 

Above is a list of Roger Forgey's DNA 
matches. | decided to copy the image 
from FT DNA and add the places of 
origin for his matches. | got this info 
from emails sent to me by matches, 
and family histories posted at the Y 
Search DNA website.Several of the 
matches had no place of origin in the 
old country for their ancestors. A quick 


survey of the places does confirm our 
belief that the Forgeys were Scots 
Irish. All of the families, except a 
Hernandez match, appear to be Scottish or Scots Irish. Also the Scottish matches have 
Southwest Scotland origins. These people settled Ulster in large numbers. 

Digging Deeper The chart below is from the Ferguson DNA project which shows marker 
associations for I2b1 British Isles subclade. It seems that the Gabriel Joseph match and 
Wayne Forgie match share the markers most often found in those from Cavan and the 
Belfast area of Ulster. 


franch oYsis0 ssa yCu> Ui frcestra Maces 
Ps] < a] Darerenstoe Aynten 
Careeth, Betest 
Oot ite 


There is an I2b1 study at FT DNA. You can see all of the participants and their countries of 
origin here http://www.familytreedna.com/public/M223-Y-Clan/default.aspx?section=yresults . 
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The countries of origin for this Haplo group also confirm Scottish origins for Roger Forgey's 
line. Something which stands out is the prevalence of the I12b1 group in Germany. After doing 
some additional research | have come the conclusion that the early Forgeys might have 
migrated to Southwest Scotland from England. | believe the Forgeys were likely Anglo- 
Saxons or Norse. The Anglo-Saxons had invaded England in the 5th century A.D. Most 
experts agree that the 12b1 Haplo group mainly stem from two sources, Norse and Anglo 
Saxon invaders. About 200,000 Saxons invaded England. Southern Scotland was heavily 
populated by Anglo Saxons, French, and Flemish settlers. The Saxons took refuge in 
Scotland where they fled from the Norman invaders.With the I2b1 Haplo being more common 
in Saxony, Germany the most likely scenario is that the Forgeys were Anglo Saxons, with a 
more slight possibility that they were Norse. According to some the I2b1 haplo type originated 
in Saxony 9,000 years ago. 
As more research and DNA testing is completed we should be able to get a better idea of our 
Forgey family origins. 


Thursday, October 13, 2011 


Ancestry.com's DNA Group Layout 


Ear vine 


Comparing the FT DNA Group layout to Ancestry.com. 
Ancestry.com has a more user friendly 


layout. It's more ascetically interesting SS ee) tam te ee Oy 
Latest photos & videos 


to look at. The ability to add photos ee ee 


make this site more interesting and pi lo £ & | ae Pi 
accessible to non DNA geeks. It's a ed ~~ ve v2 > 

very basic site which makes it easier " oe ree © Sete 

to use than FT DNA. You can . 3 & 

compare results between members, —= wy 0 

add files, photos and videos. You don't 

have to have tested with ancestry.com 

to join a group. The cons are a smaller 

database of individuals to compare with; as opposed to a larger database at FT DNA. Of 
course Ancestry.com's mission is much broader than FT DNA. They are not solely in the DNA 
testing business. This is reflected in the group layout at ancestry.com which is much 

less scientifically oriented, and more personal. FT DNA, with it's scientific orientation, 
provides many tools for advanced analysis of DNA results. The charts and statistical info are 
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useful tools for in depth analysis. | think that FT DNA is best for large surname studies. The 
Ancestry.com group model is best for small family group studies. 
A downside to FT DNA is that many people use it as a quick easy way to discover their family 
history. Some members have not done any traditional genealogy research. This makes 
finding a common ancestor with matches difficult. | find myself researching match's family 
histories in order to find the common ancestor. This can be time consuming and frustrating. | 
don't have any experience with matches at Ancestry.com but assume they have done some 
research using the databases at Ancestry? | have heard of people having successes using 
both sites. The most important thing is completing some research before testing, and 
hopefully having a someone else to test against in the database. 


Thursday, October 6, 2011 


Are you curious about the group site layout 
at Family Tree DNA? 


ForgeyiF orgy « Member information & rca nes 


Sher Aadvenced F eter iiuxpert Ippeadstnet 


Ht Back) Ke Meg 


This is what the Member info page looks like 


Our surname DNA Project is growing :)! Not quite as large as the Benjamin Franklin study 
but growing :) (by the way there is a wonderful website for that 

project http://www.roperld.com/franklinbendna.htm). Here are some pages from the group 
website at Family Tree DNA. There are some great tools for comparison of DNA results. FT 
DNA also offers webinars and other educational opportunities which are displayed at the 
home page. Test kits can be purchased from the group site at a discount. 

The only drawback to FT DNA's project groups is the fact that you have to buy a test in order 
to join. Ancestry's DNA groups allow anyone to join whether or not you purchase a test 
through them. 
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Family DNA 


OME MEER PEROT S PROJECT ADA 


mT ACCOUNT Pesouncts FEEDAKH «= LOGOUT 


Fargey/Fargy -GAP 2.0 Hame Page 


GS Aberowrcing | ernty Thee DKA’ 6 [th Gematic Gevetogs Conference. Hhensdet naar 


Project Administrator News Reverse Nates 


27/2011 


IMPOR TANT: On October Se wo will be closing the rey 


tien to the 7th ieternetional t ecrnzved ated cubtated nity for the pulse welhase setBinga iage on & GAP 


Coctnreoce tee Group administrators, Wie hare ancy 2 is mrenilatihe | yoo ane thinker of 


fepetirieg, ploese dont laawe it 10 Be last meets. 


of20/2011 Ackted ¥-DN4 111 leettn tee Project Stetebe member reper 
Interested i areng more aboet GAP 7.0 and mesaging yout proect?? We tre sposcones a 
tree wedtnar. “Iireduction to & Banaging Yoor Family Tree DMA Project”. Space is ak 


(inte se minke sure neginte 


ance in eecote 6 epee at one of theen tive seecmone: 


Spy Gat Qoug Lb aderen wher Gaerbieg test wrtad 
nto ten 2.09 and of 


3 CAP works change ther een! otcrese Yon content settings 


Ofte® here to register tor Se 
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Member Reports Genets Repons Project Admimstratan 
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Here is an example of the discounts available through a group. Some tests are only available through projects 


such as the Y 12 marker test. 
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Project Joins 


' 
09-2011 10-2011 


Date 


An example of a chart. This is a chart showing project joins statistics. 


Tuesday, September 27, 2011 


The Adoption of Fixed Surnames & DNA 


Whats in a 
Name? 
Saas 


| was a little confused by the DNA matches for Roger Forgey. Most of the matches didn't 
share the same surname?? You would expect to find only same surname matches given the 
fact that the Y chromosome is only passed from fathers to sons. Well after doing some 
research at Family Tree DNA and elsewhere | found that these matches indicate a 
relationship before fixed surnames were adopted. 

Not being clear about when surnames were first adopted | did some research. It seems that 
before 1350 many common people did not have fixed inherited surnames. The aristocracy 
was the first group to adopt surnames. Taxation made more precise identification necessary 
and was a catalyst for the development of surnames . The growth of the military and civil 
bureaucracy led to the standardization of surnames. 

A few of the non Forgey surname matches were only two or three markers off at 37 markers. 
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This leads me to believe that the Forgeys adopted a 
fixed surname relatively late. The lowlands Scots, as the 
Forgeys were, tended to adopt fixed surnames later than 
those in Southern England. They may have adopted a 
fixed surname in the 1400 or 1500's or even later. The 
first appearance of the name Ferguson (the root name of 
Forgey in Scotland) seems to have been on a 1466 land 
record (the 15th century seems to be when Ferguson 


AK'S Genealogy Research 


37 MARKER » GEMETIC DISTANCE 2 2 MATCHEES) 
Mr Larry Laugnen (67) 

Michaet © Weal Eider (7111) 

37 MARKER - GENETIC DISTANCE -3 8 MATCHES) 
fonhn Foctard Gelstan 

Whitarm Lowts Loegh Jr 


George Robert Ferguson (Yi?) 


Share Wayne Stewart (167) 
George W. Stuart (Y67) 
Justin Loe Stewart (Y57) 
Jacoh Lee Stewart Sr (v111) 


tamnes Ofver Stowart (67 


37 MARKER . GENETIC DISTANCE . 4 10 BAATCIKES) 


was first adopted). This record transferred land from 


John Ferguson to his son. Ferguson appears to be r eens 
a patronymic name referring to men who were sons of a Scot Thomas Sasart 
Mr Michast Heres (YO?) 
Fergus. Previous to the adoption of the surname Stanley Motrath 
" " Or Dewd Maicoim Set (ve7) 
Ferguson they were referred to only as "sons of Fergus. Fcc gia art cla 
In the past people changed surnames for various mene Robert Hernandez 
Mart Eqwaic Gordon 
reasons,and early names were not always carried down Mir Fredric) Duane Gordon (¥57) 
in families. An example apprentices sometimes took their 
masters surnames. Many of the earliest surnames were 
not inherited by descendants and died out. 
I think previous family Agsin, the sam “Fi oa," is Ber TP Sa CPOE BE BY oe 
: in spelling, ia fc © following forms — 
esbalGiels miscaleulatod the date of calie, sn Teak Tiki. 
the adoption of our family name. Perey, ,« ae ae 
Pane te Greyabbey District [N. T. Ards Unicn), 
Some felt that the Forgies came from Foray, « Ballymoney Union. 
. wide 4 » Portruch and Warrenpeint Districts. 
Normandy with William the Conqueror Hergussen, , Lusk District 


Vv » Brosdway District [Wexford Uni 
in 1066, and the name dated from that wa ie a by aaa 


time period. This seems unlikely. Most 
of those who came with William the 
Conqueror had surnames which 
related to the place they came from in France, and were preceded by "de" meaning "of". | 
have not found any references to de Forgies in western Scotland. Most experts on the 
subject agree Forgey is a variant of the surname Ferguson. As a matter of fact a couple of 
Fergusons were close DNA matches. So | tend to agree that at least in our line the name 
derives from Ferguson. It is likely that there are other origins for this surname in other places. 
Our family origins seemed to be rooted in Scotland; which is supported by the DNA 

testing. There may also be a French origin of the name? The William Forgey line which 
settled in Allegheny County, PA in the late 18th Century claimed French ancestry. This 
illustrates the difficulty which arises when trying to trace someone based solely on their 
surname. Surnames change over time. Similar surnames may be used in several 
countries.So sharing a surname does not represent proof of a blood relationship. 


Varieties and synonymes of 
surnames and Christian names in Ireland 


“a 


OHN F. FORGEY.—This gentleman has passed 
thirty-one years of his fife in Montana and has 
been ome of the active, aggressive workers who 
have contributed materially to the march of defin- 
ite civilization and in founding the commonwealth. 
He was born im Allegheny City, Pa, on June 8, 
1853, the son of Samuel Forgey, who was born in 
the adjoining city of Pittsburg in 1818 He was 
a carpenter and builder and followed his trade 
for many years in Pennsylvania, removing to 
Nebraska when his som John was a child, and 
there turned his attention to farming, in connec- 
tion with work at his trade, until his advanced years 
prompted his retirement from active business. He 
is now living at Irvington, near Omaha, having 
attained the venerable age of more than four-score 
years, as has also his cherished and devoted wife, 
who has been a true companion and helpmeet for 
a full half century. Her maiden mame was Mary 
Hill, and she was born at Sharpsburg, Pa., in 
1819. He is of French lineage and she of good 
Pennsylvania Dutch stock. 
John F, Forgey attended the public schools of 
Florence, Neb., until he reached the age of six- 
teen, and be continued to assist in the operations 
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Progressive Men of the State of Montana Volume 2 


Wednesday, September 21, 2011 


Journey of Man: The Genetic Journey of the 
Forgeys/Forgy & Forgies 


fH oto ry, AM 


‘ \. Yr 
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The only Forgey marker we have so far is M223 (click to enlarge map) 


We now have the predicted Haplo Se oa aL ae 
type for Roger Forgey and Wayne S rn 
Forgie's lines. It's haplo group I2b1, 
M223. This is what wikipedia has to 
say about it: "Former I2b1 in the 
Y2010 tree. I2a2a (M223) has a peak 
in Germany and another in eastern 


Sweden, but also appears in Russia, i 
Greece, Italy and around the Black Pere] 
Sea.[21] Haplogroup I2a2a has been ww bbl abiaseteass, 
found in over 4% of the population 

only in Germany, 

the Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark, England (not including Wales or Cornwall), Scotland, 
and the southern tips of Sweden and Norway in Northwest Europe; the provinces 

of Normandy, Maine, Anjou, and Perche in northwestern France; the province of Provence in 
southeastern France; the regions of Tuscany,Umbria, and Latium in Italy; and Moldavia and 
the area around Russia's Ryazan Oblast and Republic of Mordovia in Eastern Europe. Of 
historical note, both haplogroups |1 and I2b appear at a low frequency in the historical 
regions of Bithynia and Galatia in Turkey, possibly descendants of the Varangians, who are 
historically recorded to have invaded those parts of Anatolia from the 9th to 11th centuries." 
The I2b sub group, called Isles, is found almost exclusively in the British Isles with a heavy 
concentration in Scotland. 

The marker 223 also is interesting. "The founder of this marker lived somewhere in the 
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northwestern regions of the European 
continent, perhaps even in what 
seems a very unlikely place: the bed 
of what is now the North Sea." This 
place is now referred to as 
Doggerland by scientists. As stated 

previously it's now located in the 
North Sea. Here is a description 
Doggerland would have covered an 
area about the size of England, a 
tundra landscape across which vast 
herds of reindeer and horses plodded, 
where salmon spawned in its prolific 
rivers. As the climate warmed, oak woodland colonized the valleys and hills. Red deer, roe 
deer and wild pig replaced the barren-ground reindeer. It remained an ideal hunting 
ground....+ http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~robert/TheFirstPeople.htm 
One of my all time favorite TV programs is the Journey of Man which | embedded below (to 
see all of the parts just click the the Youtube link). | think this show helps put the Forgey DNA 
results into context. 


Wednesday, September 14, 2011 


Y DNA12 Markers and 25 to GO! 


We received Roger Forgey's 12 marker test results last Friday (still waiting for the last 25 
markers). He was a perfect 12 of 12 match with someone currently using the Forgie variant 
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spelling of the name. At the 12 marker stage if you match with a person with the same 
surname or variant then you are considered to be related. This person originally tested as a 
part of the Genographic Project sponsored by the National Geographic Society. He is 
currently upgrading his 12 marker test and testing with Family Tree DNA. It's puzzling that 
there is no match with the Forgys (lowa, USA) who also first settled in Cumberland County, 
PA like my family. Since only one person tested it is possible that a non paternity event 
occurred and more testing needs to be done? A test is in the works right now for my Uncle 
Charles Forgey. 


Oddly there were also two other matches with men with different surnames. If these results 
hold up at 37 markers we will have to compare notes to see where we may be related? 


The Forgie match would mean that our family descends from the Forgey/ Forgies of Co. 
Down Ireland. The shared ancestor would have been many generations ago since my Forgey 
family came to this Country about 1767 and our match's family came much later about 1870. 

| had some suspicions that the family had descended from the Co. Down Forgey/Forgie line. 
It looked like a migration from Down to Armagh took place. It did not look like the Forgey 
family was in the Armagh area very long. | couldn't find any burial records, births, marriages 
or deaths there. It looks like the family resided there briefly in the 1760's just before 
emigrating. 


According to a report by Robert E. PEST I 


ae , 


Fargy » ti 


Matheson, Registrar General 1901, Foye \ Greyabtieg District [NT Ards Untan} 
the spelling Forgey was common in tones = Posttosk aed Wrveupoind Disteiate 

. : orgie, ‘i bunk ‘ BIN, te was 
Warren Point, Co. Down. We believe vee i ener Disteleh{ extent Sista} 


my ancestor Andrew Forgey is listed 

on the 1766 Religious Census for 

Ireland. He seems to be listed in Varieties and synonymes of 

Creggan Parish, Armagh along with surnames and Christian names in Ireland 

his father-in-law Hugh Reynolds. This 

area being only 12 miles from Warren Point Co. Down; so it seems like there may be some 
relationship? A James Forgy also listed on that Census did not emigrate to America. | do 
wonder if some of his descendants settled in Warren Point Co. Down? 


The ancestors of our match lived in Millisle, Parish Donaghadee, Co. Down. This area is on 
the Ards Peninsula. We really don't know how many Forgey/ Forgie families settled on the 
Ards Peninsula; but we might assume from the numbers of people with the surname in public 
records it wasn't many. The earliest Forgey/ Forgies were brought over from Scotland to Ards 
by Sir Hugh Montgomery, who was part of a private plantation scheme which aimed to plant 
the area with Protestant Scottish settlers. Gregory Livingstone found a Forgie on a 1606 Rent 
Roll, which would be the earliest appearance of the name in Irish records. Gregory also gave 
me this info " mentioned in the Montgomery manuscripts, they came in 1603, with Sir Hugh 
and helped build the harbour and town of Donaghadee, simply list of surnames of 
individuals.A James Forgie is mentioned as living in Ballyrolly 1616, a townland 1/2 mile from 
Millisle." We note here the same place names as mentioned by our match's family. Due to 
heavy record losses it's nearly impossible to trace a family back to the 1600's so we can only 
guess that our family may have descended from these early Forgeys. 
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The Forgeys and Slavery 
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| remember back when Helen Irene Forgey visited our family in the early 1990s and told our 
family about our origins. When she said the family was originally from Tennessee | was quite 
surprised. | wondered whether the family had anything to do with slavery? It looks like only 
one of my direct ancestors owned a slave, namely Andrew Forgey born in Ireland. His slave 
was listed on Andrew's Will and his name was Bacchus. He was Willed to sons Andrew and 
Hugh Forgey to share. 

Andrew's son James, and his line, were the largest slave holders in the Forgey family. 
Although they would have been considered small slave holders. The slaves consisted mainly 
of single family groups. The Census describes two former Forgey slaves as Mulatto, so | 
wonder if they might have Forgey blood? There was also a mulatto boy? 


Mary Forgey 1870 Census Mulatto 


ie. 
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Margaret Forgey Mulatto 1870 Census 


From James Forgey's 1831 Will "Item 10. | leave my yellow boy (yellow would 

be mulatto) Joseph and his wife Peggy to my beloved wife during her life, and at her 
decease for them and their issue to be equally divided amongst my daughters, and it is my 
request that James would keep them at a moderate price and for them not (to be) separated 
themselves, but their children may be divided between the girls." From his son James R. 
Forgey's 1853 Will: , "and also that each of my daughters have two servants girls to be 
selected by my wife. Given under my hand and seal the date above written." From his wife 
Raechal's will : "Manerva and Matilda Forgey and my own daughter Susan Forgey, have 
each one negro girl"..."James R. Forgey Jr. the sum of six thousand dollars in cash or 
negroes belonging to my Estate". 


An interesting description of slavery in Tennessee can be found in "Tennessee a Guide to the 
State". According to this account: "The lot of the Tennessee slave was perhaps less 
unfortunate than that of many of his brethren. Tennessee's slave code guaranteed the Negro 
shelter, food, clothing, and medical attention. It protected him when he ceased to be useful, 
gave him the right to contract for his freedom, and in 1835 granted him the right of trial by 
jury - a privilege accorded to slaves in only four other States." 


Don't know what happened to the former slaves who took the name Forgey? Don't know 
whether any descendants still carry the name Forgey? Joe Forgey's family seemed to be the 
only remaining African American family in the area in 1920 (Joseph and Margaret were 
names handed down in that family. James Forgey's slaves, husband and wife, were Joseph 
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Joe ee Family Mulatto 1920 US Census Knox County, TN 


and Margaret). 
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Andrew and the 2 Alexanders 


Elizabeth Sawyers , fourth William Alexander , son of 
child of Cel. John Sawyers. Elizabeth Genus Peet 


Mystery still not solved. I've tried all of the traditional records but still no definitive relationship 
between these men found? My assumption has been that Alexander Forgey of Washington 
County, Virginia is the father of both Alexander and Andrew of Knox County, Tennessee 
(Alexander Forgey later migrated to Tippecanoe, IN, and Andrew to Maury County, TN). 


Here are some reasons why | think 
Fulton, Thos. Stevenson, Thos. Baird, Proved, 18th November, 17823, by 


Alexander and Andrew are closely Baird and Stevenson, Executors qualify, 
Page * 18th jenwary. Hae a Sawyers’ _ “im middle of my 
age"—To dearly ant del annah Sawyers, wife; sa children, | 
related and may have been Senso is * 4 Seton Thotens, iow David, son Geo. Washington ; os date 
ter Ann, dxughter Rebeckah ( lave. said sl i ed Mrs. 
brothers. Both Alexander and Andrew Archer daring her life; to dauginer Marths, deaghter Rachel; to. father, 
> phiogs Sy aa on _ rw i atk te sister, sca Barong 
. . Mathes, Wm. Crawford, wile, Joo. Sawyers, David McNare. 
purchased land from James Forgey Teste: Sampson Sawyers, Ann Renick, Wan Crawford, Daniel MeNare, 
: Codicil, Sth September, 1788, Teste; Daniel and David McNare, Proved, 
(apparently a relative) on the same 18th November, 1183, by Sawyers, Renick, McNare. Widow Hannah, Wm. 


bag woe Danie) McNare qualify, 

‘ age STA —1lath November, 1783. John Ramsey's estate appraised 

day in 1801. They apparently each Joha Black, Wm. Gillespy, Wm. Finley” Thos, Taurk. weal 
Page 320. — 20th july, 1789. Jacob Van Lear's will—To wife, Margaret; 


: » Jacob, all lands; » John, £15; 10 a , Gartry Rohinson, 8° 
bought half of James's 500 acre land shillings > duughter, Isabel fe a8 shilings. "Execctors, Jacob Van 


grant. Alexander Forgey married 
Elizabeth Sawyers in Knox County, TN 


in 1805. Andrew and Alexander both witnessed a =cbliched and ackac 


“conch Sewyers as be 


Sawyer's family document. The document they in presence of us. 
ae 


witnessed is Hannah Sawyers Will dated 27 December Liczander Forgy 
1806. Apparently she was a sister-in-law of John iadrow Forgy 
ieacy Sawyors 


Sawyers, Elizabeth's father. Andrew also was 

an executor for another Sawyers. He was the 

administrator of Betsy Sawyers Will in 1818 Maury County, TN. 
Here is why | think Alexander Forgey might be the father of these two men. It is 
assumed that Alexander living in Washington County in the late 18th century is a brother of 
Andrew of Hawkins County, TN. He may be the same man who is listed with Andrew Forgey 
in Cumberland County, PA in the early 1770's . If so he would have been old enough to be 
Andrew and the younger Alexander Forgey's father. We know Alexander Forgey of 
Washington County,Va was an adult in 1783 when he appeared on a taxlist. Only those over 
21 were listed. We know Andrew Forgey was over 45 as listed on the 1820 Census Maury 
County, TN. So he was born before 1775. There is disagreement as to where he was born. A 
great grandson stated Ireland in a County Biography sketch. A son said Pennsylvania on the 
1880 Census. Another son stated he was born in Maryland on the 1880 Census. These 
birthplaces given on the Census's seem to echo their mother's birthplaces, and is likely not 
accurate. However Pennsylvania would make sense if this were Alexander's son because we 
know he lived there in the 1770's, at the time when Andrew was born. Unfortunately since 
Andrew died in the early 1820's we do not have a Census entry with his birthplace. 
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James c. Forgey, an 
industrious farmer and enterprising citizen of Mississippi 


Tennessee, where they spent the rest of their lives. Robert B. 


~- ermears e -* me = 


James G. Forgey great-grandson of Andrew Forgey states he was born in Ireland and so were his grandparents? 


County, 
Mo., was born in that county, August 9, 1858. His parents, Robert B. 


and Comfort (Eleazer) Forgey, were natives of Middle Tennessee. His 
paternal grandparents immigrated from [Ireland, and settied in 


Forgey 


John H. Forgey, Andrew's son, stated he was born in Pennsylania along with his mother 


Andrew's son Samuel Scott Forgey 1880 Census says he was born in Maryland, 


We do however have a Census birthplace entry for Alexander Forgey which states he was 
born in Virginia. There seems to be universal agreement regarding his birthplace. The family 
bible also states he was born 1779 in Virginia. All of the entries | have found for his children 
seem to agree. It is Known that the likely brother of Alexander Senoir, Andrew, was in Virginia 
in 1779 according to a court case in Washington County, VA. 
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Alexander Forgey 1850 
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Family Bible entry for Alexander Forgey 


So we have a definite link between the 
Junior Alexander and Virginia. If he 

wasn't born there he certainly had a =e eS 
memory of living there early in his 
childhood. There were other Forgeys 


living in Virginia in the 1700s. Robert aoe 

Forgey of Dumfries was the earliest. * , 
. ; . @ Kingsport 

This family generally used the Forgie mann Civ oe 


spelling. Daniel seemed to be the only 

surviving son of Robert. There was also a Joseph Forgay named in a Will in Augusta County, 
VA. The Sawyers family lived in Augusta County, VA. Don't know if there is any connection? 
Could not find any other references to Forgeys in Augusta County, only a single reference. 
Hugh Forgey who later settled in Kentucky was married in Greenbier, VA in 1786. With very 
few records for these areas before 1800 it is difficult to establish who the father of Alexander 
and Andrew was. Based on proximity and interactions between these men and the Hawkins 
County, Tennessee line, | still lean in that direction. 


deed and settlement with James Brent, 

Bundle marked “Deeds not fully proved," County Court, 1710.—Carter, 
Peter Randolph, and Munford 8 agreement, 

Bundle of old papers unmarked, County Court.—Sarah, wife of Ezekiel 
Gilliam. Margaret, wife of Samuel Davidson, Ann, wife of —— Barnet 
Rebecca, wife ote Forgay. Ruth, wife Neneh, Davidson. Mary, wife 
of —— "Mc 1, wife of —— 

Aatonp of old papers unmarked, County Pow aa 9 a ee and sy a : 

ethorp County, rgia. John Hannan and a Wilkes Count 
Seong Henry Poss (Pass) and Catharine, of Wilkes County, Georgia 


Reference to a Joseph Forgay in Augusta County, VA dont' know the year? 


Thursday, August 25, 2011 


Interpreting Taxlists 
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Virginia Tithables and Age 


GE Note: The following 1s my understanding of the age requirements for white males being tithable and, in some years, just 


g. This breakdown comes from Fauquier Families, 1759-1799, and seems to co 


recordable, in the State of Virg 


12. | have not checked th 


discrepancies. Females were listed only if they were the head of the household untis taxable property or taxable dependents. 


labels ort the fax lists igh sis are confu painst the Virginia S 


1759-1780 All white males 16 and over 

1761-178 Only heads of households 

1787 Alt 16 and over with those under 21 so noted 
1788-1799 Ad 16 and over, minors not noted 


| finally received my Washington County, VA Taxlist microfilm from Salt Lake City. | had some 
problems interpreting these lists. Some of the lists have column titles with detailed names. 
Other taxlists have columns without names. | copied the pages with Alexander Forgey's 
entries and should have noticed the absence of column heading on some of the lists. There 
may have been headings on previous pages? 

| found a nice explanation of these lists at a family website which | copied as an image (see 
above). | agree with this person that some of the info can be conflicting. It does appear that 
who's taxed and what's taxed could change from year to year. Also | have not been able to 
find a list of who might be exempt? | have not been able to find any websites with early 
Virginia tax statutes which would help me to understand the lists better. 

It was very disappointing not being able to find Andrew Forgey, husband of Eleanor Randall, 
in any of these lists. The 1787 taxlist seemed to point to the possibility that the male in 
Alexander's household was Andrew. Since the 1786 and previous lists contain the names of 
only males over 21 he would likely not have been old enough to be listed. The 1788 taxlist 
does note the number of males over 16; so there should be someone over 16 noted in 
Alexander's household but there is not. If indeed the 1787 list noted Andrew than possibly he 
left his father's household to work on another farm or was a member of the Militia. | am not 
sure who might have been exempt from taxation so he may have been exempt? Another 
possibility is the person noted was a slave belonging to Alexander's wife Anne named Jane? 
He was only married to Anne briefly around this time. Also so many taxlists with only one 
tithable per household leads me to believe there may have been some deception, and some 
households may not have devulged all tithables. 


Every year from 1788 to 1793 lists — re ’ 

only one tithable in Alexander's me best tis sy = le on | “Ap ly rapreee 
household. In 1794 three are noted, — i pC gENS | - - “t 
but one year later only one is noted ge ae > yh at Ap 

which is very perplexing? | came to wasn 3, oe a I | pi | fe a 
the conclusion that Alexander G. | Yael oe eee | “of 
Forgey was the son of the Alexander. bo, [ae have ra i L<Xor. > 

He was born in July of 1779 in Virginia 1794 Taxlist Alexander Forgey 


according to a family bible. So 

Alexander Forgey the younger would not have been 16 in 1793 and would not have been 
noted. Alexander also would not appear in the 1795 list either because he turned sixteen a 
few months after the April taxes were collected. | was not able to establish any connections 
between all these men using the taxlists. Alexander sold his property in 1795 and does not 
appear on the taxlists again. It is unknown what happened to him after the sale of his 
property. Hopefully something will surface to clear all this up. 


Friday, August 19, 2011 


How the Forgeys earned their Bread 
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Cecil Clair Forgey's Store in Freetown, IN 


The occupations of the Forgeys reflect the era they lived in. The earliest Forgeys to settle 
America were generally farmers; a typical occupation for that era. Early America was a nation 
of Farmers and cheap land attracted those engaged in this pursuit in the old world. Many 
Forgey families owned large tracts of land. Some of these purchases can be found at the 
BLM site. According to wikipedia in 1870 70-80 percent of the population was involved in 
agriculture. 

The Forgeys Scots-Irish heritage can be seen in the occupations of the Forgey immigrant 
generation. The Scots-Irish in Ireland were often associated with the textile trade. Robert 
Forgy of PA was a weaver by trade. William Forgy also an immigrant to PA was a Tailor. 
Whiskey making was another skill which the Scots Irish brought to America with them. 
Andrew Forgey was convicted of selling liquor without a license and above the rates in late 
18th Century Virginia. The Forgey's supplemented their farming income in fields such as 
Whiskey making, Blacksmithing and Tanning. Such jobs were often a sideline to farming. It 
looks like Archibald Forgey of Scott County, VA did blacksmith's work. My ancestor Hugh 
Forgey of Jackson County, IN worked as a Tanner. 


By the 1880's a shift was occurring 
which can be seen when studying 
Forgey Census records. There is a 
gradual shift from farming to other 
modern occupations. Some of the 
earliest alternative occupations can be 
found in the mining industry such as 
coal and metals mining. James 
Forgey was a quartz miner at the Saw 
-Tooth Mining company in Idaho. My 
ancestor Andrew Forgey's sons Clark 
and Elisha migrated to Colorado 
where mining was the primary source of employment. Clark worked as a Teamster and his 
mother cooked for the miners. 

New forms of transportation also led to new job types. Frank Forgey of Craighead Arkansas 
worked as a fireman on a Locomotive in 1900, and by 1920 he worked his way up to 
engineer. James Forgey of Hamblen Tennessee either owned or worked at an auto 
dealership in the 1930's. 
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New technology led to many new job catagories. The phonograph led to an increase in the 
number of music stores. Harland Forgey of Hamblen, Tennessee either owned or was 
employed by a music store in 1920. James Forgey of Hawkins County, TN line seems to 
have been the most prosperous. James had invested in land early on. He owned large tracts 
of land. His descendants inherited much of the land and parlayed the profits into other 
investments. Some of the profits were used for education. So this line of the Forgey family 
was able to take advantage of opportunities available to those with an education. According 
to the 1880 Census James R. Forgey was a Stock Trader. By 1900 he is listed as Bank 
President. 

The propensity towards litiagation in this country also 
resulted in a large legal bureaucracy. James Forgey of 
lowa became a lawyer but was later imprisoned for 
larceny. Several Forgey were Justices of the Peace; one 
of which was Archibald Forgey of Scott County, VA. 

The booming comumer culture of the early 20th Century 
led to an increase in the number of merchants. Many 


Forgey family members were employed as salesmen. A 
few also were entrepreneurs opening shops of their own. 
My great uncle Cecil Clair Forgey ran a small store in 
Freetown, Indiana. 


Wednesday, August 10, 2011 


The Rise of Peer Culture 
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Popular among his peers David Shields Forgey belonged to the Pan-hellenic Council, Sigma Alpha-Epsilon , The 
Eddies, Mcallie Club, Tennessee Club 


Searching for the descendants of James Forgey | found yearbooks from the early 20th 
century with entries for two of his descendants. Looking through these brought to mind my 
study of the rise of peer culture during this era. | think that subject is fascinating. The move 
from the Victorian era to the modern era can be seen when you look at early twentieth 
century yearbooks. 

Victorian society was very strict and rigid. The parents of Louise Taylor Forgey and David 
Forgey were brought up in a different world. A place where children were expected to remain 
silent and assist the family on the farm when needed. Extreme modesty in dress was 
stressed for women. These rigid standards caused the next generation to seek liberation. 
The middle classes, like David 

and Louise's family, and upper classes 
were the first to embrace the new 
modern ethos of this peer culture 
society. The parents of David and 
Louise may have embraced or at least 
were aware of the new child rearing 
techniques being advocated in books. 
Children at this time became centers 
of attention for families, whereas, 
before daily tasks for survival were the 
focus of family energy. Families were 
freed from time consuming daily tasks 
by new labor saving devices. Now the nurturing, emotional and intellectual growth of children 


could become the focus of families. Child development became a popular field of study, 
opposing theories were debated in the press. It was felt by some that mothers were 
becoming too indulgent and permissive. Although some of the new theorists felt 

rigid structure stifled the creative development of children. The progressive educational 
movement popular when David and Louise were children also stressed encouragement of 
creativity in children as opposed to rote learning. 

These products of the new child rearing techniques were given freedom from responsibility 
for a much longer time than earlier generations. Middle class teenagers did not have to help 
provide for the family anymore. A growing number of high schools and colleges in the early 
20th century allowed them to continue their education, and as a result they spent more time 
with peers than family. 

The more lax upbringing of these 
children is reflected in the later 
behavior of these individuals. Previous 


Senior Hodak Club 


dress codes became more and more 
lax along with moral standards. 
Teenagers and young adults wanting 
to assert their independence tried to 
set themselves apart from their 


parents generation by adopting fads 


Avex Beonery Paccime Entne Seat Pence Lie! Ma Mit ane 
and new dress styles. A culture of rose  str hy vor veg Pol ey eo 
: Tati Mare Rewwe — Lonre Fiecey eure Maccmeny Haru Ware 
conformity also sprang up. To be Maney Deitca ne Fimo Geo Minis Metsenren Aree Were 


Louise Forgey and brother David were club joiners. Louise is 


considered a part of the peer group 
pictured here as a member of the Kodak Club. 


you had to fit in and conform to their 
culture. Fitting in meant joining clubs 
in school. Athletics became a way to achieve status on campus. 
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Peer culture sometimes led to irresponsible behavior. As a counter to this YMCA and YWCA 
clubs were formed. 
The peer culture of teenagers and young adults did help prepare them for the modern 


business world where networking became important to success. (It's nice too be able to put 
my research into a famiy perspective.) 
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AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 


concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since 
ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Friday, August 5, 2011 


52 Weeks of Personal Genealogy & History - 
Grandparents’ House 


My Forgey grandparents purchased 
the family home and 2 acres of 
property in about 1939. It was located 
at 248 4th avenue in La Puente, 
California (by the way another 
unrelated Forgey family lived on 4th 
Street in the same town, which led to 
confusion with their mail lol). My 
grandfather Charles Forgey, as stated 
in the 1930 Census, worked as a 
carpenter after leaving the Marines. 
He built the first family home in La 
Cresenta, California. The family lost 
that house during the Depression. 
They rented homes in Glendale California until they saved enough to buy a home and some 
property. My grandfather used his carpentry skills to fix up the little old farmhouse they 
bought. He added two rooms on basically by himself; but hired an electrician for the wiring. 
By the time | was born in 1963 my grandparents had been living in that house about 24 
years; and the house was filled with mementos and memories. My grandfather was born and 
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raised on a farm in Indiana and had a green thumb. The family had a little truck style farm Followers (113) Next 
there on 4th avenue for many years. They also kept some small livestock such as chickens Be = 
and goats. | fondly recall the fruit trees my grandfather planted on the property. | remember ~~ 
visiting there in the Summer and eating tons of mulberries, plums and apricots. The fruit was 2 
delicious and much tastier than you can find in the supermarket. -_ 

| remember the old timey kitchen with it's red checked curtains and old concrete or granite aR 6. 
counter tops.The family always ate at the antique oak table in the kitchen. My sue: 
grandmother,Graciela, was a great cook and loved to cook; so spent many hours in that 
kitchen. She also loved people too, and invited many friends over for meals. 

| also recall the old bathroom with it's old fixtures. The one bathroom was fairly roomy for a EE re 
small house with a large claw foot tub. : 
My grandfather was a hunter and fisherman. He devoted a whole room to memorabilia 
connected with these pursuits. He hung animal heads on the walls and stuffed birds. | also 

remember his gun cabinet. | would sometimes take a nap in that room when | was a baby lol. P| Ey ea 


Something that really stands out in my mind when | think of the house is all of the family 

pictures my grandmother loved to display. | was told that my grandparents had a picture of 

their baby daughter Isis Forgey taken after she died. | was a little afraid of coming upon that 

picture. | don't think they ever displayed that one? Most of the pictures were of the many Favorite Links 
grandchildren. | loved seeing my own picture which was one of the largest on display. My 


: Burgenland Bunch 
father would always say whois that monkey onthe wall:), eee een eee 
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My Picture from my Grandparents house 


2019 (16) 
Another prominent picture in the house that fascinated me was a picture of my great- 
grandmother Isis Forgey which hung in the living room. | always admired it. Just a couple of 
weeks ago one of my cousins was cleaning out her garage and found the large framed 
picture. She asked if | wanted it which of course | did and | am thrilled to have it. 

The house remained in the family until about 1978. When the property was sold the house 
was torn down. At least | still have the pictures and fond memories. 
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Thursday, July 28, 2011 


DNA and the Percentages 


Probabities caleadated with the FIDNATP toot | 
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I've been looking at the database set up for the descendants of Benjamin Franklin. Of course 
they were able to construct a massive DNA project. Looking at this site has helped me 
understand what DNA can do for family historians. The chart (see above) with the predicted 
relationship percentages was especially helpful. Now | can see you can predict relationships 
24 or more generations back, and also look at more recent generations. | did notice that 
mutations did not happen frequently. 

It would be nice to have a known relative of James Forgey or Andrew Forgey tested. | have 
been trying again to find descendants. This is what | came up with. 

James Forgey born 1766 Ireland had one son James R. Forgey 

James R. Forgey had two sons who left male children Gabriel and James R. 

Gabriel Forgey's sons: 

James N. Forgey 

Gabriel Forgey he had two sons Versel Ray Forgey and Gabriel R. Forgey 

James N. had two sons who lived in Bristol, Tennessee Charles and James Forgey. Charles 
died in the 1990s | don't know if he left any children. 

James R. Forgey Sr.'s sons: 
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James R Forgey b. 1886 died 1931 Didn't leave any children? Could not find any listed on 
Census 
Frank Harland Forgey b. 1894 d. 1968 Only had two daughters Marion and Catherine 
David S. Forgey b. 1898 Was in WWII and stated at that time he had no children? 


Saturday, July 23, 2011 


The Complexities of DNA 


The envelope with the DNA Kit 


After a great deal of reading about the different DNA tests available | came to the conclusion 
that the Y test would be the most useful. | ordered the Y 37 marker test. The autosomal test 
is too general to be useful at this point. | decided to test someone in the line of the Forgey 
family | have established a circumstantial case for. | am hoping someone in my line will be 
tested soon. If this person decides not to then I will have my uncle tested. 

| am not sure exactly how many generations back | might be able to go with this test? It 
seems from what | read it establishes a family relationship 8 generations ago with a high 
degree of certainty. Hopefully there won't be too many mutations in the markers tested. Over 
the generations mutations occur occasionally . | am hoping for at least a 35 out of 37 match 
between my family and John Forgey's descendants. 

| am hoping two tests will breakdown my brickwall. | have been searching for other male 
descendants of Andrew Forgey and Margaret Reynolds in case | need more individuals for 
my DNA study. | found out there were few male descendants in their son James Forgey's 
line. He had only one son. Their son John Forgey had the largest number of male 
descendants. Most of his descendants still live around Chattanooga Tennessee. | don't know 
where the descendants of Andrew and Margaret's son Andrew settled? They lived in the 
Shelby County, Tennessee area in the late 1800's. | am not sure if there are any male 
descendants living now? They don't appear to be in that area now. 

| should have no problem finding males in the Andrew Forgey and Anna Roller line to test. 
There are a number of male descendants in that line. Afew years ago someone compiled a 
list of all Know descendants in that line. It was 42 pages and listed a number of males. This 
list wasn't even complete. 

| have been talking about a Forgey DNA study for years. Finally it seems like | am making 
progress in that direction. | have found two, Forgie and Forgy, results already posted on the 
internet to compare with as soon as | get the results. Hoping for a breakthrough soon! 
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Sunday, July 17, 2011 


Now for something a little different 


Annette Kapple’s Heritage Chart 
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| thank Liz Tapley the author of the blog My Tapley Tree... and it's Branches , and Randy 
Seaver Genea-Musings , for the chart idea. | made an ethnicity chart for myself. My ethnic 
breakdown is certainly more complicated than this. | probably have some Native American 
ancestry, and my Nicaraguan/Spanish line includes some German. My Austro-Hungarian line 
is likely also Jewish. Which brings me to a quandary should | take an autosomal DNA test, or 
have my uncle's Y DNA tested? When I started out with my DNA research in 1998 my 
primary question was whether the Kapple family was substantially Jewish as far as Ethnic 
origin. | was never really able to verify this using available records. It sounds like | might be 
able to get a percentage of Jewish ancestry with the autosomal test. On the other hand | 
have been doing lots of research on my Forgey line and would like to verify what | have 
found in records for the family. | mainly have a circumstantial case on this line. | would like to 
buy both tests but can't afford to now; it's either one of the other. Family Tree Finder is having 
a sale which only lasts until July 21st. So | will have to make a decision 


quick. 
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Monday, July 11, 2011 


Roller Church Records 


2. Refeemation Letheran Church 
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| received a reply from the Reformation Lutheran Church in New Market, VA regarding their 
records for the Roller family. Unfortunately Anna Roller was not baptized there. The older 
children were. This is what they wrote: 


I just got an email from our historian. Here is the news...we have what we think are complete records, but Anna's baptism 


is not recorded in any that we have. 


We've found Jacob and wife Eva Roller had three children baptized: Maria Magdalina, Johannes, and Eliner. Grandparents 


were Johannes and Catarina Roller. 


These entries are in Davidsburg Church Baptisms 1785-1845, New Market, VA . 


We also have Johannes Rolled, no date. 


Our Historian found no cemetery records with those names and suggested you check Rader's church records at the 


Heritage Center, Dayton, VA. She thinks she saw Roller records there. 


According to the snippet above Lewis Zirkle donated the land for Davidsburg Church now 
Reformation Lutheran church. The Rollers may not have lived in New Market, but had their 
children baptized there because of the family connection? 

| have priced around the cost of getting a copy of these records at several places. The library 
of Virginia has the manuscripts of these records. They want $25 for a copy. I've decided to 
order a microfilm copy from the FHL and save $20. This is a description of the records: 
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http://lva1.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/F/ITAU4IQ1GUUP4H2V5UGDP9LBCQVIEKT41XNLSD 


2UMJ3BKKCVJN-15204 ?func=full-set- 
set&set_number=005332&set_entry=000004&format=999 


Friday, July 8, 2011 


Alex Forgey's Son? 


1787 Tax List For Washington County VA 


A piece of info which could be a major breakthrough regarding Alexander Forgey and his line 
surfaced this week. A descendant of Alexander G. Forgey brought a 1787 Washington 
County Tax List to my attention. A very useful bit of info was provided on this list. A column 
was set up to record males between the ages of 16 and 21. They were not identified by 
name, only the number of those in that age range living in household were provided. One 
male in that age range lived in Alexander Forgey's household. We presume this is a son, but 
with no ID don't know for sure? | have ordered an FHL Microfilm with tax lists from 1782 to 
1805. | hope that one of these lists contains the name of Andrew Forgey at some point (the 
film is on back order, so | may have to wait awhile to see it). 

The 1787 and 1797 Washington County, Virgina Tax Lists are free online. They are selling 
CDs with the intervening years for $20.00 apiece at this site. No Forgeys appear on the 
1797. Alexander Forgey sold his 300 acre land grant in 1795. It appears that the family 
relocated elsewhere at that point in time. | am thinking they migrated to Knox County, TN, 
near family. 

It was thought by the author of the book A genealogical history of the Forgy, Forgey, and Forgie 
families in America, Lucille Wallace, that Jacob Forgey and Hugh Forgey, sons of Archibald, 
were Alexander's sons. Archibald's line does not use the name Alexander at all. Instead this 
family uses the same naming patterns as the Hawkins County, Tennessee Forgeys. 
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} af the mrvey was October 26, 1773, * 


| He must have gone on that year into Hawkins County, Tennes- 


oe. 
} The first mention we find of Alexander Forgey in Amarica is 
4 meeting on the 18th of February, 1708. Read the following Peti- 
tién'on the Bounty, 
| ! “Alexander Forgey 100 acres in Granville or Craven County | 
ad the Hounty allowed by the act of the General Ausembly of 
‘ithia province passed the 25th of July, 1761. Ordered that the 
| ‘Seeretary do prepare a Warrant of Survey and that the Public 
‘reasurer do pay him the Bounty agreeable to the directions 
Hof the said Act.” ® 
‘Alexander Forgey was in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania in 
aes thpeeencont slong wih Andvew Few, evidently his 
(ef, fii a warantoo of land. 
Alexander Forgie, waa granted 300 neres of land in 


2 1796 he sold his three hundred acrea to Thomas Anderson on — 
ch of the Holston River in Virginia for a sum of three — 


“have Jost all record of him or his descendants alnce fey 
but think that Jacob Forgey and his brother, Hugh (pe 


it Virginia, but who later moved to Arkansas, are desceo- ~ 


Sunday, July 3, 2011 


Alex Forgey Washington County, VA 


| am doing some research on the presumed brother of Andrew Forgey b. 1732 i.e. Alexander 
Forgey. My goal is to find out whether Alexander G. and Andrew are his sons. He and 
Andrew apparently migrated to Washington County, VA around the latter part of the 1770's. 
Washington County, VA research is challenging because of record losses. This snippet from 
The Annals of Southwest Virginia describes some of the missing records: 


ton County, the land survers—iarringe licenses, Iwief of deere 
amt wills from £760 to 1890, and whieh, with but few exceptions. 
constitutes the entire oficial reconls Of ovr prope for | getora- 
tion before the Revelution, during the Hevolution, nnd for a 
generation after the Revolution, ‘These records ate incomplete 
in the follawing pnvtiewlare: first, the encly fond surveys of 
Ibotetourl County are missing; second, the vninute books of the 
County Court of Washington County from 1787 to (819 wee 
nakesing; third, four years of the minute books of the Coanly 
Court of Wythe County aro missing; fourth, the marriage records 
of Russell County from 1777 to 1853 are missing; and, fifth, all 
of the records of Lev Cuunty, except oc dood book, prior to 
1800 nro inissing, ‘These misaing eocords were valunble, but 
were dextroyed by fire in the Civil War. 

1t was the intention of the author when le began Lain weenk 
tut ievelterty iL in a buuk of a thousnead pager, It after the mauee- 
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I've found very few documents mentioning Alexander Forgey. He married Agnes Meeks in 
Washington County, VA in 1786. | also found Alexander in the Washington County, VA will 
book. This entry is not related to a will, but is a bill of sale between himself and his father-in- 
law Samuel Meek. An image of this is posted above.| interpret the above document as 
meaning that Alexander Forgey's wife went back to her father? | found an Agnes Forgy 
marrying a James Rogers on 26 Apr 1789 in Washington County, VA. | don't know whether 
that is a reference to his daughter? (By the way Anne is a nickname for Agnes) | wondered 
whether Agnes may have divorced Alexander. This is unlikely because early divorces were 
legislative and none seem to have been awarded before 1803, and only about half a dozen 
were awarded for that County after 1803 up until divorce was outlawed in the mid nineteenth 
century. | checked the Legislative Petition Database and did not find any references at all to 


Forgey/Forgy. 
The land sale below seems to confirm that he didn't have a wife in 1795. All of the other sales 


on the page refer to husbands and wives. 


JEM EVV WHE UF If ONY OF DICICEr, DIAG OF NONNCKY, 
fo James Hatton. 190 pounds, 210 acres on Cedar Creek, a 
braneh of the Holston River. 

Page 376. January 10, 1785, Arthur Campbell and Mar- 
garot his wife to Christopher Aklin, 30 pounda, Lot No. 27 in 
the Town of Abingdon, 

Page 376. Deeember 6, 1794. James Kincannon ard 
Sarah his wife to Wm. Miflin, 30 pounds. Acreage not given, 
In the Rich Valley. 

Page 376. January 20, 1795. Nobort Walker and Elisn- 
both hie wife to George Buchanan. $67, On tho waters of the 
North 2 ork of Holston, on the norfh side of Walkera Mountain, 
100 nerea, 

Page 377, January 20, 1795, David Lowry and Mary bis 
wife to John Stecl, 309 neres on both sides of the Middlo Fork 
of Halston River, 

Pago 377. Janunry 20, 1795. Alseandor Forgoy to Thomas 
Anderaon, 100 pounds. 300 acres on» branch of Hotston River 
tallod Middle Fork, 

Pago 378, December 16, 1794, John Scott and Anne his 
wife to John Orr, 180 pounds, 160 neres on tho North side of 
the Middle Fork of Holston, 

Page 370. Auguat 19, 1704. John Scott and Anno his wife 
(o Inano Williams, 100 pounds, 160 enres on a branch of the 
Middle Fork of Holston, 

Pogo 380, December 16, 1704. John Orr and Jane his 
wife to Elijah Mirhaol. 240 pounds. 274 acres on a brane 
of the Middle Fork of the Holaton, 

Page 360, Doromber 17, 1704. Benjamin Thomas and 
Susnnnah his wife to Cornelius Carmack, Jr. $20, Six acres 
- Abrahams Crock, a ‘branch of tho North Pork of Holston 

iver, 

Page 381, December 16, 1704. Cornelius Carmnek, Jr. and 
Lettico hie wife to John Richmond, $200, 150 neres in Rich 
Valley, waters of the Holston. 

Poge 382, Decomber 16, 1794, Cornelius Carmach and 
Lattice his wife to Henry Grymes, $200, 316 neros in tho 


Land records are some of the few surviving records for that county. A 1782 Commissioner's 
Certificate for Alexander refers to the same land as the 1785 Grant Document, and the land 
sale posted above. The land Grant was awarded to him by then Governor Patrick Henry. It 
sounds like he was assigned the commissioner's certificate by someone else. These 
Certificates were awarded to those who settled the area before 1778. 
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These are some of my sources for Alexander Forgey. 


Saturday, June 25, 2011 


More James Forgey 1802 bible analysis 
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The page with my likely ancestors entries is a puzzle. It does look like Andrew Forgey's birth 

info was added after his death info? So everything in that column was more than likely added 
after the death date of 3 Aug 1809. We can probably surmise this because someone 
accidentally wrote his death info on the birth side then crossed it out and recopied it in the 
correct column. 

How, when and by whom all of this was written is a mystery. Was Nancy and Sally's info 
added before Andrew's? Or were all three added the same day? It is possible that Andrew's 
death was recorded around 1809. Margaret's death entry is phrased differently and the 
handwriting is different. The other death entries have the latin phrase anidomini and 
"departed this life". The 1828 death entry is more straight forward and says died. The 1833 
entry for her grand daughter appears to have been added later. It would appear that the last 
two entries on the page were entered around their times of death. So the impression is that 
the entries on this page were made between 1809 or a few years before, for Nancy and 
Sally, and the last entry was recorded in 1833. 
The 1833 entry marked the end of the page and the death entries were continued on another 
page. The second page of deaths appear to be recorded in chronological order as they 
happened. Entries were recorded in several hand writings, apparently by several people. The 
phrasings for death ranged from died, departed this life, and deceased. 
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Apparently someone wanted to clarify the jumbled and partially illegible info from the page 
with Andrew & Margaret and son James info and recorded this: 


Sa ngessULeeRUreLeeslSesesovse swe wwwnnnrcr ~~ 


Family Record. 


areeeray 


ye “if dope 9 tome (0g eR 


1 fi» Ze gone wernt “pst 
we Lines ope ' 
eA ay toga 


Hager? 
LG Lest 
7 eae peep eB Pie ean 
Dene t i seit aoe Dials 
Ae 


‘ 
+d 
Be ag OO) a 7h SSSEVSPUNG 
seine niin 


Could be the same person who recorded the previous entry? They seem to phrase the 
entries the same. Also they both misspelled February as Fabruary. 

More thoughts on the bible. It appears that the style of writing most often used in the bible is 
called copperplate mixed with round hand style.. It was very popular in the 18th century. | 


was also thinking that maybe a minister recorded the marriage entry for Margaret Forgey in 
the bible? | don't know whether this may have been customary? 
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Also noted an entry for Margaret Forgey mother of James included the abbreviation for 
senior? Not often used for women. 
There is a lot of handwriting to compare in this bible, and a lot to think about as far as word 
usage and phrasing. Maybe someone with more experience analyzing this sort of thing would 
be able to nail down the entry dates better. 


Friday, June 24, 2011 


Nan's Trip Docs/ 1) James Forgey Bible 


Nan's trip to our ancestral area in East Tennessee and extensive research and copying has 
really assisted me in my documentation of our family history. | did not have any original 
copies of such sources as Andrew Forgey's Will or the much quoted Family Bible. 

Above is the citation | created for the bible at Rootsmagic. | find their citation templates so 
helpful. Another template which | will being using for the bible citation has fields for 
provenance and analysis. 

| have been analyzing this bible as my time permits. The first thing | took note of is that the 
bible was published in 1802 in Philadelphia. According to the book Families of Hawkins County, 
Tennessee, 1786-1994 , the Forgeys brought a family bible with them from Ireland? They came from 
Ireland in 1760's. | suppose there could be another bible, but | think this is the one they were 
referring to. Likely no one checked the publication date. 
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The purchase date was recorded as 1805 which is also well after their migration to America. 
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This person F seems different than all other entries? 


Now let's plunge into some handwriting analysis. | love handwriting analysis ( | remember 
many years ago, when | was a child | had my handwriting analysed by a computer at the 
local mall) . This kind of analysis can be tricky. Sometimes several people in the same family 
can have very similar handwriting. For instance my mother and her brother at one time had 
nearly identical handwriting. My Grandfather Forgey and his brother also had similar 
handwriting. This probably has something to do with the style of writing being taught at their 
local school during that time period, and siblings observing one another. 

This is James Forgey Sr.'s bible. He was born in Ireland in 1764. The earliest entry records 
the birth of Andrew Forgey 4 February 1732, the owner's father. 
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It looks like the birth records for James Forgey's children were added to the family record 
before Nov 1810? | assume this because the baptismal info was added later under the 
original entires for two children. They were both baptized 17 Nov. 1810. All of the birth date 


entries appear to have been entered by the same person? The 1823 entry for Gabriel Rogers 
was added later, from the appearance of the writing. 
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At first glance all of the writing looks similar. On closer inspection there are differences. An 
example of this is found in the marriage records section. Entry one and two seem to have 
been written by two different people. The first entry was written by someone who didn't slant 
their writing as much, and wrote in a larger hand. These two entries are not phrased the 
same. The first of the two was for the marriage of the bible owner, James Forgey, recorded in 
bible well after the actual 1791 year of marriage. The second is for his daughter Margaret in 
1812, which could have been recorded around the date of marriage? 
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It's interesting that most of the entries on this page are in chronological order except the one 
at the bottom of the page for 1817 which should be above the previous entry for 1830. Most 
of the entries were made at different times possibly by three different people? The third 
writing style is a less elaborate style. Below is a sample of the third writing style appearing on 
the same page. 
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It looks like the final entry is in 1853 for the death of the bible owner's son James R. Forgey. 
It looks like James P. but it is a little hard to read? 
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| don't know whether James Forgey actually wrote any of the above? | have three examples 
of what | believe to be his writing. He had a distinctive way of forming his r's and g's which 
gave the impression when grouped together of a large y? Other people misread that as a K. 
His y's in the two examples | have show a distinctive curl to the tail, which | don't see in the 
bible. His writing style somewhat matches one of the early writing styles in the bible, but is a 
little different. | suppose when you are writing in a public place you may write more hurriedly 
than at home? This may account for the differences? It is possible that he did write the early 
entries. 
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| believe this is and example of his James Forgey's writing? 


The provenance of the bible seems to be as follows: it was purchased by James Forgey Sr. 
passed down to son James Forgey Jr., and then to his son Gabriel Rogers Forgey. then to 
Gabriel's daughter Evalena Forgey-Morrison then to her son Crockett Morrison. 

In conclusion it appears that at least three people, possibly more, made entries in the bible. 
Some entries were made at an early date, others later. An analysis of writing styles at 
different periods of time would be helpful. | think it also would be helpful to see the 
handwriting of all these owners in order to determine by who and when the entries were 
written. 


Friday, June 17, 2011 


Germans and Women 
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I've been doing a reanalysis of my family history data at Roots Magic and adding more detail 
to some vague sources. | have been focusing on my German lines. Much research has 
already been done on these lines. | am doing my best to verify what has been done. There 
really is a lot to look at and consider. Since much of this info is not sourced it's not alway 
easy to track down. Luckily many of the males left detailed wills. The family female lines are 
more difficult. Females seldom appear in early records which makes tracing their families 
difficult. 

Acase in point Maria Eva born about 1713, maiden name believed to Bear? She married 
Johannes Ludwick Zirkle. She and her husband lived in Telford, Pennsylvania before his 
death in 1746. After his death she relocated to then Augusta County, Virginia with her 
children. | find her very interesting because she is one of the few female ancestors 
mentioned in early local records. 

| am trying to verify that Maria Eve's maiden name was Bear or Bare. Her name was 
recorded as Bear in a Zirkle Association newsletter published many years ago. No source for 
this info was provided. I've searched using google for any new info regarding this. Many 
people continue to use Bear as her maiden name, but no one has provided any sources. 
Doing some more research at the website for the Virginia State Library, the Memory Project, | 
found a grant conveyed to her in 1755 for 54 acres in Augusta County, VA. A John Bare was 
a neighbor. Eve Sircle also is mentioned in volume 3 of The Chronicles of the Scotch Irish 
Settlement in Virginia by Lyman Chalkley. The references in this book also regard land 
transactions, one of which | have a copy of (the one | found at the state library site). The 
other property reference refers to a patent for 130 acres which was transferred to her by 
John Bair in 1761. Her eldest son's name is said to be Michael Sircle. 


Page 106,—Ore North River of . patented to Joel Robinson Sist 
October, 1705. Teste: John Thomas, Charles and Etiner ( ) Dailey. 

Page 107,—16th November, ichacl Sirecle and Cathorine ( ), of 
Dunmore County, to Ludwick Fulmor (delivered: John Separs, 20th Aug: 
ust, 1793), 120 acres patented? to Joleen Bair tteh March, 1755, and con- 
veyed by hitn to Eve Sircle; also $4 acres patented to my mother, Eve 
Sircle, now deceased. 1th September, 1755, and descended to Michacl as 


eldest son and heir of Eve. 


Page 111—16th November, 1776. Same to John Chrisman Pap, 130 
Eve Sirvele August, 1761, and descended to Michael as eldest son. 


| 
| 
acres patented t John Rear l0th March, 1755, and conveyed by John to 
| 


Page 117.—Teste: Anthony Reader, Conrad Heimble 
Page Li7--1fth August, 1777. Francis (- ) Mcitride and Mary ( ) 
to Margaret Mares, wklow act! devisee of [acal Marks, late of Augasta 


Since Maria Eve did not migrate to Virginia with her husband, she must have traveled there 
with her family. Since she did live next to a John Bare, and had land conveyed to her by him, 
maybe he was indeed a relative? | have not been able to locate the deed for 130 acres yet, 
that may provide some additional info. Someone at ancestry.com gave her father's name as 
Jack Bear. They did not provide any source for this either? It would be nice to have a source 
for her maiden name. The record survival rate for this area is pretty good so there could be a 
solution eventually. 
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Tuesday, June 7, 2011 


Inferential Genealogy Case Study 2 


| just finished studying the second case for the Inferential Genealogy course. | found that | 
had to go through the whole thing twice before | understood. Since there were so few 
documents with Obediah's name | forgot what the goal was the first time around :(. | also 
misunderstood and thought the Partlows were descendants, which wasn't important anyway. 
The instructor came up with many more details than | recorded in my conclusion and 
assumptions. 

| tend to get bogged down in details. It is difficult for me to pick out the most relevant details. | 
always have to go over documents numerous times before | make sense of all the info. | do 
need practice in the process of document analysis, as I've gleaned for this case study. 

This course has helped me recognize that | have not searched broadly enough. | should 
search the records of neighboring counties. Many of my family locations have suffered record 
losses, so searching nearby jurisdictions may be helpful. | generally have not researched 
records after my ancestors' deaths. Searching a generation after may be helpful too. | also 
have a feeling that | have not seen all of the court documents regarding my ancestors. Like 
he said the probate process, especially, generated a great deal of paperwork. Sometimes all 
of these papers were filed in several places including bound volumes, loose paperwork etc. 
I've found probate documents filed in deed books also. | don't live near my ancestral 
locations, so | can't visit courthouses easily. If | could visit | am sure | would find all of these 
various court records which can't be accessed any other way. 

After studying this course it is clear that studying all documents regarding your ancestors, 
and their associates, is essential to solving difficult problems. Looking for every minute detail. 


Saturday, June 4, 2011 


Fergus/ Forgey 
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While combing through everything related to Forgey at Footnote | came upon a Forgey family 
unknown to me. I've tried to place all of the Forgey and Forgy families in relation to their 
immigrant line. Could not place this family at all. | found a progenitor of this family listed in a 
revolutionary war pension file. A John Forgey was named as a magistrate in Elbert County 
Georgia. | found him also named in a probate document in Rutherford County, North 
Carolina. | discovered that this family normally spelled their name Fergus. | also found out 
the family initially settled in the same area of Pennsylvania as my family, Cumberland County 
and Chester County. | had noticed Fergus families in Ireland sometimes went by Forgey too. 
| didn't Know that happened in this country. This supports the origin of the name as a variant 
spelling of the name Ferguson . 
I'll have to make note of this family so they don't confuse me in the future. | thought the 
revolutionary war pension file for James Fergus was fascinating. He kept a journal during his 
service and presented it as evidence to qualify for his pension. | copied a snippet above 
regarding his opinion of hospitals at the time. | thought that part was especially fascinating. 


Wednesday, June 1, 2011 


Broad Search 


We are studying Tom Jones's course on Inferential Genealogy at Second Life, which is 
available at https://www.familysearch.org/learn/researchcourses . | am presenting an 
example here of how a broad search helped me to solve a genealogy problem. 

My focused goals were to find the parents of my ancestor Nancy Melvin and where in 
Maryland she was born. She married Elijah Hicks 28 Feb 1823 in Bracken County, KY. | 
checked online family trees, but could not find one listing her parents. 

Step 1. Searched 1820 US Census Kentucky for possible fathers. | found only one possible 
father in Bracken County, KY. His name was John, and a female in her age range was listed 
in his household. | also searched Clermont County, Ohio where Nancy lived after her 
marriage. A William Melvin lived there in 1820, but didn't have daughters in her age range. 
Step 2. | ordered a copy of the marriage record for Elijah Hicks and Nancy Melvin from the 
Bracken County genealogy Society. | received a copy of their marriage bond which John 
Melvin signed. At this point | felt like it was more likely than not that John Melvin was Nancy's 
father. 
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Signatures from 1823 Marriage Bond of Elijah Hicks and Nancy Melvin 


Step 3. Searched 1850 Bracken County, KY Census. Found a John Melvin, but he said he 
was born in Pennsylvania same as his wife. | figured this might be wrong, and just an 
echoing of the birthplace for his wife. 
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John Melvin 1850 Census for Bracken County, KY with third wife 
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Step 4. According to all available census records Nancy was born in Maryland (all Melvins 
listed in Census records for Clermont County, OH and Bracken County, Ky stated they were 
born in Maryland). So | searched the 1810 Census for all of Maryland. | found 3 possible 
fathers in Maryland. One in Worcester, where many Melvin families lived. There was a John 
Melvin with a female in her age range in Worcester County. A William Melvin also lived in the 
area. 

Step 5. Looked at online marriage records for Worcester, Maryland. Found a marriage for 
John Melvin and Mary Redden.. They married 24 Nov 1800. Nancy Melvin's eldest daughter 
was named Mary. A William Melvin married around the same time. 

Step 6. | did a survey of all available records for Worcester, Maryland online. Nothing linking 
the Worcester County Maryland Melvins to Bracken County, KY. 

Step 7. Went back to Bracken County 1850 Census looked for neighbors from Maryland. 
Found a Purnell Redden. Searched online family trees for him, where | found one giving his 
birth place as Worcester County, Maryland. His father Shadrack was said to be the brother of 
the Mary Redden, who married John Melvin. At this point felt like | was on to something :)! 
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Purnell Redden 1850 Census he appears on the page previous to John Melivn (his wife was 
a Norris and John Melvin's third wife was related to the Norris family) 


Step 8. Went back to Worcester Records online and found Shadrack Redden listed in these 
records which confirmed he came from there. An online probate transcription did name a 
Shadrack and Mary Redden as brother and sister. 

Step 9. Ordered all avaibable land and court microfilms for Bracken County, Ky from the LDS 
Family History Library. Was not able to make a definite connection between John Melvin and 
the Redden family. 

Step 10. Decided to research William Melvin of neighboring Clermont, Ohio. Nancy Melvin 
lived in Clermont after her marriage. She used many of the same names as the William 
Melvin family, such as Stephen, for her children. The name Stephen was also used by the 
Melvin family in Worcestor, Maryland. My research in Clermont Ohio records produced 
nothing either. 

Step 11.1 posted queries at Forums for Worcester, Bracken, and Clermont explaining how | 
was trying to link these families and what | had found. 


My query paid off big time :)! Someone contacted me by email and told me that there was a 
biography published in an Indiana County history, which stated that William Melvin's daughter 
was born in Snow Hill, Maryland, which is the town in Worcester County where the Melvin 
Family | have been researching lived. 


anes, 200 1OUr Maneocem, vane, ANN, BDUZROIN Sea DIAry. 

William Bole, father of the Jefersom township reskdent, wes born 
in Brown county, Ohio, in 1814, and though reared on a farm, early in 
life be began on apprenticeship at the sheernker's trade, and Spally 
located at Neville, in Clermont county, Ohio, where he married Rosanna 
A. Melvin, whe waa bern at Seow Hill, Maryland, in 1510, and caine to 
Ohio with ber father, William Melvin, whe located at Neville, on the 
Obio River. William Afelvin was likewise a shoemaker, and William 
Bole worked in the same town with him after his marriage, bat later 
moved to Foster's Landing in Kentucky, ond in 1856 brought his wife 
and three children to Fayette county, Tnitiana, later lived bath in Madi- 
won and Henry counties, and finally in Delaware county. In 1874 he 
moved to Grazit, cou nty, but returned to Munebe where his death cecured 
in 1898 at the age of eighty-four years. His wife paswd away in 1495 
and sho too was past cighty years of age, William Alonzo Bolo, the 
oldest of the family, was bern ut Neville, Ohio, March 6 1841. Tis 
sister Meliasa, born in 1545, married J. S. Petty, » prominent and well- 
known man whose death oreurred in Martineville, Indiana. For her 
second hushand she married a Mr. Fisk, a Massachusetta banker, and 
since his death ter home bas been in Maneic. She was at one time a 


Centennial history of Grant County, Indiana, 1812 to 1912 
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| did not have the name of this daughter because she left the Clermont area. | would never 
think to check a county history in Indiana :). So | now have a fairly good circumstanial case, 
and feel pretty confident Nancy Melvin was the daughter of John Melvin and Mary Redden of 
Snowhill, Worcester, Maryland. | am continuing to research this family for further 
confirmation. 


Monday, May 30, 2011 


Civil War/ Sorting out Forgeys 


I've been using a 7 day free trial for Footnote to try to find some missing Forgeys. I've found 
some very useful and interesting info. | have tried to assemble complete family groups for the 
Forgey families who settled in Tennessee. | believe | have identified a grandson , John 
Forgey, of Andrew Forgey and Margaret Reynolds. | found a John Forgey and Polly listed in 
New Providence Church records. They disappear from Hawkins County, TN after the 1840 
Census. They seemed to have had a large family is 1840. | found a John Forga and Mary 
Forga family in Marshall County, MS and their family seemed to match the Hawkins County 
family as far as number of males and females. This family bounced back and forth between 
Shelby County, TN and nearby Marshall County, MS. Using Footnote | found 3 sons of John 
and Mary Forgey who served during the Civil War. One son, J. W. Forgey, does not appear 
on the 1850 Census. | believe that he might be a son of their's anyway? John T. does appear 
so he is more than likely their son. W. H. also appears to have served; he does not appear 
with them on the 1850 Census either; but is also more than likely a son of John and 
Mary.The sons not appearing with John and Mary in 1850 were over twenty years old. 

Hope to nail for certain whether this Shelby County, TN family was from Hawkins County, TN. 
If J. W. Forgey was John and Mary's son, then | may have identified 4 out of the 5 males 
listed in the 1840 Census? 

J. T. Forgey was killed at the Civil War battle of Stone Creek, TN on 31 Dec 1862. The W.H. 
survived his service. No further info about J. W. during or after the war? Unfortunately no 
places of birth provided on their Civil War documents. 

Made a surprise find in the Civil War records. My ancestor Andrew Forgey's nephew John 
Forgey, son of Archibald, served as a Farrier in the Civil War. He served in the 5th Tennessee 
Calvary Company D. Those who served in this Company were from the Clinch River area of 
TN and VA. They were called the Clinch Mountain Rangers. He died in February 1862. 
Apparently he was taken from Morristown, TN to his residence Scott County, VA where he 
died.. John's son Andrew was apparently held prisoner during the Civil War and released in 
1865, 
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Saturday, May 21, 2011 


Forgey, Forgy, & Forgie etc. 


I've been researching the name Forgey and all of it's variations at Genealogy Bank's 
newspaper collection, and at the Library of Congress's Chronicling America website. | wasn't 
able to find out exactly which time periods were included in the Genealogy Bank's local 
newspapers database? A general time period is given for an entire state but not for each 
local paper. | found a very interesting and helpful entry at the Chronicling America website. 
Sadly nothing new found at Genealogy Bank. | guess Ancestry.com abandoning it's effort to 
archive the world's newspapers. Newspapers are a great source | think that is a mistake. 
I've also been looking at US Censuses for Virginia and Tennessee again. | have had a great 
success record when it comes to finding ancestors in the US Census. Finding collateral lines 
in the south is much more difficult. It could be due to the isolated locations of their homes, 
and the dislocation due to the Civil War. Also after the Civil War some Confederates may 
have been unwilling to provide their family info to the US government? 


Friday, May 13, 2011 


Scott County, VA Forgeys 
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This is the Blackwater, VA area. The Rollers and Forgeys worked on an early road to Blackwater Salt Works. 


Moving my research for my family history to Scott County, VA. Thought | lost my some of my 
court record copies. I've been looking for them for the past week, finally stumbled upon them 
today. So Friday the 13th is my lucky day :). 

Now that I've been able to review these pages again I've developed a new appreciation for 
them. | have been reading about the history of Scott County, VA, and the Blackwater Salt 
Works was mentioned. James Forgy is referred to in a court orders regarding the road to the 
Blackwater Salt Works. It seems that James Forgey Jacob Roller Jr. and Sr., were appointed 
as overseers of alterations to the Blackwater Road in the year 1826. 

| also noticed that in the 1820's Archibald Forgy was living on the North Fork of the Clinch 
River just like his father-in-law Jacob Roller Sr. 


A bounty was paid for killing predatory animals. The Scott County court record below lists 
Archibald Forgy as killing two wolves under six months old. It's an interesting glimpse into to 
life in early Scott County :). 


Friday, May 6, 2011 
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My Inzenhof Line 


St. Emmerich Ronok Hungary 


Before 1999 | had never heard anyone in the family mention Inzenhof, the village of my 
paternal grandfather's family. My father's parents divorced in the 1940's. My grandmother 
and her children relocated from Chicago, Illinois to Southern California. My grandfather 
Rudolph Kapple remained in Illinois. My grandfather Rudolph died when | was very young, 
and never visited California so | never met him. I've always felt a sense 

of disappointment because | never met him. | felt a close connection to his line of the family. 
| was told that | looked like one of Rudolph's sisters. | was also told that my surname was 
likely Jewish and wanted to learn more about that. For many years | questioned my family 
about the Kapple family origins. No one knew very much at all. My grandmother looked into it 
at one point and came up with Gratz, Austria as their place of origin. | still wanted to learn 
more. | wondered what may have happened to relatives during WWII? 


| was busy working when | was in my 20's and couldn't pursue genealogy. When | finally got 
access to the internet in 1999 | began pursuing my interest in the family history. At the local 
library | stumbled on a genealogy how to book called My Sixteen. The author of the book laid 
out instructions on tracing immigrant ancestors in a very simple and understandable way. 
After reading that book | successfully found my family in all the records suggested in the My 
Sixteen book. Combining all of that with internet research | found out the family was not from 
Gratz but instead from nearby Inzenhof, Austria. All available records indicate that the family 
had been Catholic for at least 200 years. | have found nothing to document that they were 
ever Jewish. 


The histories of Inzenhof and the province of Burgenland are really fascinating. The 
Burgenland area was very sparsely populated before the 18th century. It also suffered 
population losses due to war. During the 18th century efforts were made to bring in settlers to 
this area. It is not known for certain where all of these new settlers came from? Likely many 
came from the area around of Gratz? 


Until after WWI Burgenland was a German speaking area of Hungary. 
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Inzenhof WWII War Memorial. 
Many of my family names are listed here. 


The WWII era really fascinates me. Inzenhof was the location of a slave labor camp. This pdf 
article makes a brief mention of the camp in Inzenhof, The Death Marches of Hungarian 
Jews Through Austria (the first article link on this page). Relations of my family did serve on 
the German side during WWII. | have not found any records indicating that any relatives were 
prisoners in the concentration camps. 

The Burgenland Bunch published a wonderful diary on the internet regarding a visit of a 
Burgenland native, then American Citizen, who was visiting her mother and was trapped in 
the area and unable to return to the US because of the outbreak of the war. Links to the 
articles An unforgettable visit to the Burgenland Austria and part 2 An unforgettable visit to 
the Burgenland Austria 

It's difficult to get stories about the Inzenhof area during WWII because many documents and 
newspapers from that era were destroyed. Efforts were made after WWII to hide evidence of 
crimes. Surviving residents of the area were never willing to share very much info about this 
time period. | have read stories about Nazis occasionally searching houses, and harassing 
some Burgenland families. 


The cold war also greatly affected life in Inzenhof. Inzenhof was on the Iron Curtain literally. 
St. Emmerich Church, the Inzenhof parish church, was located in no man's land during the 
cold war. The cemetery was located in a mine field. Occasionally someone fleeing 
communist Hungary would try to cross the minefield into Burgenland. Residents of the area 
would sometimes risk their lives to retrieve bodies from the minefields. 


Today Inzenhof is a nice middle class area of Austria. Photos of Inzenhof today give an 
impression of a sleepy, rural place. It's hard to envision the chaotic place this was in the past. 
Peace finally :)! 


Inzenhof Austria 
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Thursday, May 5, 2011 


What I know, KNOW! 


With graves located in Cow Pastures a search line like the one above would be helpful! But | 
need to locate the Andrew Forgey land before such a search can take place :D. 

Here is what | have found in the records describing the land location: 

"DEED BOOK 1, Page 133 Deed from NORTH CAROLINA to ANDREW FORGES, No. 78 
For and in consideration of the sum of fifty shillings for every hundred acres paid into the 
Treasury by Andrew Forges, we have granted to him a tract of land containing four hundred 
acres, lying on Possum Creek in Stanley Valle, beginning on Hugh Crafford's corner in the 
north side of the valley. Given under my hand and seal this 23rd day of October 1782." 

"| do give and bequeath to my son Andrew Forgey, Junior a part of the tract of land | now 
live on butted and bounded as followeth: Beginning on the main road opposite a cross fence 
about half way between where | now live and where my son Andrew lives, then along said 
fence and to continue the course thereof to the back line of said tract. Then with said line to a 
chestnut corner of said tract. Then along the line dividing my land from a tract 

whereon Benoni Coldwell now lives to the old road that is nearest to my 

son Andrew’s fence. Then with said road to the beginning, including the house and 
plantation whereon my son Andrew now lives."(From Hawkins County, Tennessee Wills) 
"Whereas | had given to my son John Forgey another part of said tract and have made him 
a right to the same which he has since sold to my son James Forgey and has received 
payment, and | being anxious to secure the said part to James for the considerations above, 
| do therefore bequeath to James Forgey the said part which is bounded as followeth: 
Beginning on the road at the place where Andrew Forgey’s began, opposite the before 
mentioned cross fence, running the course of the same so as to make a straight line across 
the valley from one line of the grant to the other, and all the land contained in my grant 
between said line and the line of the tract whereon Benoni Coldwell now lives, and on the 
opposite side of the above mentioned road from where my son Andrew now lives, including 
the improvements made by John Forgey whereon Hugh Forgey now lives."(From Hawkins 
County, Tennessee Wills) 


Monday, May 2, 2011 
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Made A Nice Find 


Page 647 


weetiticate 
Worl) Careline Plate Arebinee 


Devha Lewmar FFeigere LNEe Sertitinete te Jeeed Forgery ee tetiewe * 


oree my Right eet Taste ef sett ee. 
+ me Targey Nhe Melee wor velee meraiwed 


1 ete 
ferrificem fete © 
Page 538 


G erate Anetetay Maier Ae 
, ee Pe 


OAWLD LOQMES ASSIGNED The CERTIFICATE to Janes urges. tate is 
© COP tf Sevid booney'® scree) vorrerere 


Syece se the peet of ee look 


It seems like lately all of my finds are coming from Google Books. I've spent many hours 
searching but still have not found everything. Plus new books continue to be added. Today | 
found my likely ancestor Hugh Forgey listed in Most distinguished characters on the American 
frontier (By Madge Looney Crane and Phillip L. Crane). . Since | can only get a snippet view | don't 
have a date or know the exact nature of the document. It appears that Hugh witnessed this 
certificate assignment. It looks like Hugh may have signed it? It looks like 17 something may 
be the date. | tried this with my search and was taken to the page, but still could not see the 
date. The number 18 used with the name Forgey didn't yield any results. 

The Looneys lived in Stanley Valley, Hawkins County TN like the Forgeys. David Looney, 
who was transferring the assignment of the certicate, owned 600 acres of land in Stanley 
Vallley. 

Reading more snippets from this book | learned about the Squabble State which extended 
from Virginia into Stanely Valley. Apparently this area was a disputed area. The settlers in the 
Squabble State sometimes refused to pay taxes. Documents from that era officially refer to 
the area as the Squabble State. This state line dispute was partially settled in 1802. 
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AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 


concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since 


many of my 


ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 


direction. | also research Irish records. 
Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Thursday, April 28, 2011 


52 Weeks of Personal Genealogy & History- 
Pets 


| had an assortment of pets growing up from livestock to domestic pets. One of my first pets 
was a rabbit. Not a very friendly rabbit. | also had many cats which tended to be rather aloof 
and not too cuddly. We also kept some birds which the cats often harassed. | did enjoy 
several litters of kittens which were born in our garage. | remember the mother cats tried to 
move their kittens into my closet :D. 

| remember | also had a tiny turtle named Timmy who would often escape his home. We 
would have to comb the house to find him. 

We also had a rooster which would wake the neighbors up so we had to get rid of it. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2011-05-02T 13:10:00-07:00&max-results=80&start=35&by-date=false 


= J 


Search This 
Blog 


My Blog List 


Geneabloggers 
Blogiversary 
Spotlight: Empty 
Branches on the 
Family Tree 

2 days ago 


Arlene Eakle's 
Tennessee Blog 
The DAR, The 
WPA, and your 
Genealogy 

3 years ago 


Followers 


1/28 


1/18/24, 1:10 PM 


AK'S Genealogy Research 


| became very attached to my apricot poodle named Romeo. | got him around the time of my 
Junior High School graduation. He was much more fun than the cats. He was a very lively 
companion, and like a little brother to me. He lived to be about 15 years old. It was a very sad 
day when he had to be put to sleep. 

| don't have any pets now. Just no time to care for a pet now. 


Wednesday, April 27, 2011 


More Fun with Maps 


The findagrave website has so much great information besides cemetery listings. | found a 
picture of the marker above at that site. It put me on the right track as to where the Looneys 
lived. They were neighbors of my likely ancestors Andrew Forgey and Margaret Reynolds. | 
noticed a street called Looney's Gap road. | thought that Andrew's land may have been 
located around there. No, after using this sign to do more internet research | determined that 
the Looneys originally lived near the Forgeys on Possum Creek, but later relocated to the 
location where Looney's Gap Rd. is, which is on Big Creek. So Andrew did not live near that 
road. 

When | looked at Andew Forgey's land grant again | noticed it specifically says he lived in 
North Stanley Valley. 

| would like to do some research with Tract Books to pinpoint the location of the land. 

| am very curious as to whether descendants of Andrew Forgey still own any of his 400 acre 
land grant? 
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Thursday, April 21, 2011 View my complete 
profile 


Stanley Valley 


I've been touring the area where my ancestors lived using google street view. They lived in 
Stanley Valley, Hawkins County, Tennessee and later migrated over the border into Scott 
County, Virginia. 

Stanley Valley is a narrow valley so it should be fairly easy to pinpoint where the family lived. 
The only coordinates | have are Possum Creek and according to a great-grandson of the 
family they lived 17 miles from Rogersville. Using these directions | believe | have been able 
to get pretty close to where they lived. It's been really wonderful to actually see the area :)! 
It's really moving seeing the area. 


| have also been able to see the ancestral land in Scott County thanks to the directions of 
distant cousins. Its a very lush green area. 

I've contacted a local expert in Hawkins County, TN hoping to get advise on how to pinpoint 
the exact location of the Forgey land. 
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Sunday, April 17, 2011 


St. John Vianney Church 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2011-05-02T 13:10:00-07:00&max-results=80&start=35&by-date=false 


Feedjit 


3/28 


1/18/24, 1:10 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


The church | have been attending since childhood was burned in an arson fire on Friday 
night. It is really heartbreaking for all of us. One of the Priests ruptured a tendon a couple of 
months ago and just came to for today's Palm Sunday service, which was held in the church 
hall. He was given a standing ovation. As he said "We will rise again." The rectory was saved 
but the heat from the fire blew out all the windows and much of the interior was melted. 
Luckily none of the priests were killed. A fireman had to pull one of them to safety. The church 
is a total loss. The damage is estimated at 8 million dollars. 

It's sound like it's going to take two or three years to rebuild. | feel sorry for anyone who had 
the church booked for their wedding :(. It is nice that people are sharing their pictures of the 
church as it was at this facebook 

site https://www.facebook.com/RebuildStJohnVianneyChurch 


Friday, April 15, 2011 


52 Weeks of Personal Genealogy & History- 
Sports 


In the late 1970's and early 1980's some of my best days were spent with by father at 
Dodgers' baseball games. That was a classic era in Dodger baseball. In Fielder's Steve 
Garvey, Ron Cey, Davy Lopes, and Steve Yeager behind the plate. | also remember 
Fernando mania. Whenever he pitched in his early career the stadium would be packed. 
We would always sit in the left field section so | could watch my favorite player Bill Buckner. 
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Family nights and celebrity nights were some of my favorite. | remember getting Tony 
Danza's autograph at a celebrity night. | remember that he was one of the nicest celebrities | 
have ever met. | dropped my pen into the Dodger dugout and he retrieved it for me. 
We always ate a couple Dodger of dogs every game. There is nothing better than a tasty 
Dodger dog on a beautiful day at the stadium! 
Dodger Stadium has always been located in a bad section of Los Angeles, a gang ridden 
area. The recent beating of a fan really saddened me, but was not completely a surprise 
given the fact that gang members live in the area and attend games. Hopefully increased 
security will prevent this from happening again. 


Wednesday, April 13, 2011 


BYUtv - The Generations Project: Emily 


BYUtv - The Generations Project: Emily 


| really enjoyed this Generations Project episode! Emily brought up some questions that 
never occurred to me :D. It isn't everyday that someone shows up to the Family History 
Library in Salt Lake City asking how their ancestor smelled. Researchers were able to come 
up with a reasonably good answer for her. They drew a conclusion about what he likely 
smelled like from the occupation listed on the Census for him. They even found a description 
of the odors associated with his occupation (which was teamster). 

| have not put much thought into the self-esteem level of my ancestors either. | have noticed 
that some were more successful than others. I've also noticed that some siblings have been 
more successful than other. In the case of my Forgey family | have noted that James Forgey 
seemed to be financially better off than his brother my ancestor Hugh. His father Andrew 
seemed to favor James more than Hugh also. | don't know whether it affected his self- 
esteemed or not? 

Still working on organizing my genealogy. 

The Second Life meeting yesterday was done in voice chat. It was very interesting regarding 
government land records. | found out that cash purchase entries rarely contain anything other 
than the patent and receipt. My ancestors only purchased land this way, they did not 
homestead. 


Saturday, April 9, 2011 
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Need to Organize My Genealogy 


How | organize my genealogy 


| have been studying Myrt's April organizational checklist and looking at Elyse Dorflinger's 
videos. | have not been good when it comes to organizing my genealogy. | tend to organize 
every now and then but don't keep it up. My resolution for this year is to simplify everything 
so it isn't so challenging to maintain. Ease of access is definitely what | am striving for. | need 
to buy some file folders and hanging folders. | use binders also. The hanging folders will 
mainly contain misc. info and collateral lines. 

My email boxes and computer files need some more work too! 


Thursday, April 7, 2011 


Don't Know the History 
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After attending several webinars on writing your family history | decided to get started writing 
about the Tennessee Forgeys. | soon realized that | did not have a good handle on the 
history of the area they came from :(. | have really been studying early maps and all of the 
early histories | can find online. The early history tends to be somewhat sketchy. | would like 
to use some statistics about the early population but | am finding that this kind of info was 
never recorded in late 18th Tennessee. | am finding some very interesting historical info to 
add to the family history however. 
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Wednesday, April 6, 2011 


52 Weeks of Personal Genealogy & History- 
Spring 


Spring in California 

You know it's spring in Califonia when the hills are yellow with the blooms of the mustard 
plant. It's a nice change from the dry brown scrub which cover the hill sides the rest of the 
year. 

California has some beautiful gardens which are gorgeous in the Spring. The Huntington 
Library, Descanso Gardens, and the LA County Arboretum are great place to visit and enjoy 
the Spring :)! 


Tuesday, April 5, 2011 


Absconding Cousin 
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According to Gov. John Reynolds his father Robert was persuaded, by glowing reports of 
New Spain which he heard from neighbors in Knox County, TN, to migrate to that area. Knox 
County Court Records give an alternate reason. 

"Of a certain Robert Reynolds at a court of pleas and quarter sessions of Knox County...who 
has since absconded is now (as your petitioner is informed) in the Spanish Dominions..." 
When the family arrived in the Spanish Dominions they found out they would be required to 
convert to Catholicism. They were Ulster Protestants and could never agree to such a thing. 
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the country. The reguluions of the government requiring him to 
raise his children Catholics, determ ned him not to live under such 
government, 

My father and mother were | orn and raised in Irelon, in the Pro- 
testant faith, and would not consent to live in a Catholic country. 
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So the family settled in Illinois Country, east of the Mississippi, instead. The area west of the 
Mississippi was the Spanish Dominion. 


Monday, April 4, 2011 


John Beaird's Times 


the summer of 1793, the anger of the settlers exploded into a backcountry 
insurrection against the federal injunction against war’ On June 12, 1793, 
Captain John Beaird and his militia not only entered Cherokee territory but 
attacked Cherokees and federal agents assembling in a Cherokee town to 
travel to Philadelphia for treaty negotiations, killing several Cherokee men 
and women and one white man and wounding Nan-ye-hi's daughter, Betsey 
Martin, and Scolacutta’s wife. Beaird’s massacre prompted renewed hos- 
tilities during which General John Sevier mounted a major fall offensive 
campaign against the Cherokees, destroying a number of Cherokee towns. 
Daniel Smith, the secretary of the territory acting in Blount's convenient 
absence, flouted the federal prohibition on offensive war to authorize Sevier's 
campaign. Illegal forays into Cherokee country continued into the next year 
against the Upper Towns, Finally, on September 7, 1794, the militias struck 
the Chickamaugans, In the face of a specific federal directive prohibiting an 
assault on the Lower Towns, a combined force of 5s0 militiamen from Cum- 
berland under General James Robertson, from castern Tennessee under Ma 
jor James Ore, and from Kentucky under Colonel William Whitley attacked 
two of the major Lower Towns. They destroyed Nickajack and The Running 
Water." 


Hugh Forgey's brother in-law's life really reflected the times he lived in. | have been 
searching for more about him at Google Books. | have found more about his campaign 
against the Cherokees. There was a great deal of anger among the white settlers at that time 
because of the murder of a white man by the Cherokees. | guess John Beaird's attack was 
fueled by anger over this murder and previous murders. He received the support of the local 
white population in eastern Tennessee. 

He apparently also brought a slave into Indiana Territory (now southwestern Illinois) and a 
court case ensued. | would like to research this some more. Could not access the full case 
at Google Books. 

John's close associate Robert Reynolds petitioned to allow slaves to be brought into the 
area. He was also a pro-slavery delegate to the Convention called by Gov. Harrison. 


or wou. 

Meanwhile the pro-slavery sentiment had not abated. 
In the fall of 1802 Harrison went to the Mlinois country 
to attend to official business, and while there the desira- 
bility of the admission of slavery was strongly unged 
upon him. The Ordinance had provided no mode for 
ascertaining the consent of the people to an alteration of 
the articles of compact, but Governor Harrison expressed 
his willingness to call a convention to consider the ex- 
pediency of the admission of slavery into the Territory, 
and other subjects mentioned in the memorial of 1801, 
if petitioned so to do.* Petitions were at once put in 
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may have been, is that they opposed the introduction of 
slavery." The Randolph County delegates were Pierre 
Monard, Robert Reynolds, and Robert Morrison.2 Mo- 
nard was the celebrated fur-trader who served as the 
first lieutenant-governor of Illinois, Reynolds was an 
Trish Protestant of broad, strong mind; he was the 
father of Governor Reynolds. Robert Morrison, a 
brother of William Morrison, was a Pennsylvanian who 


‘Phe cibzers of Randolph amd ot. taair Woun- 
ties, then a part of the Indiana Territory, sent 
this memorial tw Congress “praying a division of 
the Indiana Territory, and admiaien of saves 
inte said territory.” It was signed by partie a0 
penona and certified by Robert I “one of 
ube Unitedt States’ justices, and judge of common 
pleas, in said county." 


Sunday, April 3, 2011 


Assembling the Puzzle... 


Knollwood Home of Robert B. Reynolds 


| have found the family histories for the Reynolds family complicated and confusing. 
Everyone seems to have their own complicated numbering system etc., which they 
understand but is difficult for an outsider to interpret. After looking for several days now at 
everything I've collected on the family | now understand who's who. 

Three Reynolds siblings migrated to America from Ireland, Margaret Reynolds was the first to 
come with her husband Andrew Forgey abt. 1768. Alittle more than a decade later her 
brother James Reynolds and sister Ellen Reynolds followed, around 1785. James and Ellen 
lived near their sister briefly then relocated to Knox County, TN. 
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James Reynolds had two sons John and Robert. Robert migrated to Illinois around 1800. 
John remained in Knox County, TN. John was often referred to as the Major Reynolds. Hugh 
Forgey was taxed in John Reynolds Militia company in 1806 . 
John Reynolds had a son named Robert Bannon Reynolds who built the house Knollwood, 
pictured above. According to one of the Reynolds' researchers Robert Bannon visited James 
Reynolds Forgey in Surgoinsville at which time he shared the Reynolds family history? This 
is kind of odd because the Forgeys seemed to be acquainted with John Reynolds his father? 
It's strange they had not heard the family history before? 
Palma Scheumack was likely a descendant of Robert Bannon Reynolds because she had a 
needle point of Knollwood in her home? 


Saturday, April 2, 2011 


One Big Family 


| had no idea how closely these families were associated with each other until reading their 
histories at Google Books. When | got the Archibald Fisher Probate records last year | 
noticed Robert Reynolds' had purchased some items from the estate sale. | figured he was 
probably related to Margaret Reynolds-Forgey. Now | know he was her nephew. John Beaird 
and his children developed close ties with Robert Reynolds and his children. Both men lived 
in Knox County, TN and migrated to southwestern Illinois. Since both the Beairds and 
Reynoldses were related to Hugh Forgey and Catherine Fisher | am hoping that those 
families may have some info about the Forgeys? The Reynolds family did write letters. | don't 
know whether the Beaird family wrote many letters? My plans are now to contact the Mesa 
Arizona FHC. Palma Scheumack had a collection of Reynolds family letters and may have 
used that FHC or deposited some of her research there? Hopefully | can get a lead on where 
her genealogy records may be? 
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| found two references today to the relationship between the Beaird family and the Reynolds 
family. According to Gov. John Reynolds a connexion of his father married John Beaird. 


‘Beaird was born in Virginia, and raised in the monntains of 

New river, of that State, Ife came to Tonnessee in the year 1787, 

and married a connexion of my futher, He was located on the fron- 

tiers of Knox county, Tennessee, while the Cherokee Indians were 

hostile, and did much damage to the settlements in the northern seo- 

tion of Knox county. 
The reference | found in the History of St. Clair Illinois alludes to a kinship relationship. Palma 
Scheumack did not believe there was a blood relationship. Reynolds'cousins, i.e. Hugh 
Forgey's children, were cousins of John Beaird's children. Sort of a convoluted relationship 
:D. 
"John Beaird was a prominent citizen of Knox County, Tennessee, which county he 
represented in the Tennessee Legislature. He was usually selected as leader when the 
community had trouble with the Indians. He was brave, energetic, and a successful Indian 
fighter. He came with his family to Illinois in 1801 and settled four miles from Kaskaskia. His 
son, Joseph, lived for some years in Cahokia, and was a member of the Legislature for 
several terms. The family was related to that of Governor Reynolds, and when John 
Reynolds, afterward Governor, started out to practice law, he made his home for a time with 
Joseph Beaird, at Cahokia. William A. Beaird, another son of John Beaird, naturally 
possessed a good mind, but obstinately refused to get an education or to receive any 
information thru the medium of books. However, by observation and experience, he did 
acquire much practical knowledtge. He never married. He served as Sheriff of St. Clair 
County from 1815 to 1830. He died in Belleville in 1843." 


Friday, April 1, 2011 


John Reynolds Biography 
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Great find at Google Books! It looks like the Reynolds family researchers drew heavily from 
this book. It's nice to find the source material they used :D! It was 97 degrees here today and 
a little hard to get my head around all of this today :)! A lot to think about. According to this 
account Robert Reynolds, Margaret Reynolds Forgey's nephew, was born in Co. Monaghon 
Ireland. His wife was from Dundulk Co. Louth. Creggan Co. Armagh would have been close 
to these places. This does support what was found in the 1766 Religious Census for Ireland; 
and Creggan as their place of origin. Hugh Reynolds must have migrated to Creggan. The 
Reynolds family has been in Co. Monaghon for 300 years according to a family member still 
living in that area. 
Joseph Beaird is mentioned as a cousin of John Reynolds. Below is a snippet from Palma 
Scheumack's Reynolds Family Letters. | can sort of see now why Joseph and his brothers 
were thought of as cousins. 

Beard was William Anderson, a son of John and Helen! Elinor (Fisher) Beaird Other sons, John 

Alcorn, Joseph Alcorn, and Scipio are mentioned frequentlh in subsequent setters ast 

“commections” of the family They were not actually related They were, however, cousins of 

cousins, John Beatrd Sr.’s sister-in-law, Catherine Fisher, retell Forgey, son of 

Margaret (Reynolds) and Andrew Forgey. (See "Children of James tn Part 1.) Thus, 


the chiidren af John Beaird and the children of Hugh Forgey were cousins, the Forgey children 
were coecdns af the Revexilds family 


Thursday, March 31, 2011 


Where oh where did their Genealogy 
Records go? 
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Gov. John Reynolds St. Clair Illinois 


Where? 

William G. Livingstone, Lt. Commadr., US Navy, of 
Pasadena, CA, and Palma Scheumack of Pine 
Arizona both did extensive reseach on the Reynolds 
line. They also ran across info on my Forgey line. The 
information regarding Hugh Forgey and his wife 
Catherine Fisher came from their research. 
Unfortunately they researched before computers and 
access to the info they collected is difficult. They have 
both passed away, and | have no idea where they 
may have deposited their research? 

| have been trying to track down more info about 


Palma Schemack on the internet. There is 


surprisingly little about her on the internet. 


Sometimes you can locate relatives of someone at 
US Search even if they are deceased. No relations 
were listed for her? Could find no obituary either. Don't know her maiden name? | guess it may have 
been Reynolds? | checked one the the local genealogy societies where she lived 

: http:/Awww.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~azngcgs/familyhistories.html 

There are some references to Reynolds genealogies but nothing with her name on them. | would love to 
see what she collected regarding the Forgeys. Need to track these records down somehow? 

Some of William G. Livingstone's research is presented at the Reynolds Family Association website: 
http://www.reynoldsfamily.org/line30/index.html . Unfortunately he does not list many sources. 

Both the Reynolds Family (Hugh Forgey's mother was from this family) and the Fisher Family (Hugh 
Forgey's in-laws) migrated from Tennessee to southwestern Illinois. Hugh Forgey's cousin John 
Reynolds became Governor of Illinois in 1830 (see picture above). He was a member of the US House 
of Representatives from 1834 to 1837 and 1839 to 1843. 
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Wednesday, March 30, 2011 


52 Weeks of Personal Genealogy & History- 
Sweets 


| was definitely a sugar addict when | was child! 
My suppliers generally brought truckloads of sweets 
right to the curb in front of my house. Namely the ice 
cream man and the Helms Bakery truck man. The 
trucks certainly moved slow in front of my house :D. 
They knew a good customer when they saw one! 
Being an only child | had money to spend. | 
remember fondly the Pixy sticks, sheets of salt water 
taffy, wacky packs (pictured right), and candy 
necklaces. 

Strange Things Children Eat 

| remember when | couldn't satisfy my pixy stick addiction with the real thing | would eat Jello 
Powder. That was against the rules in my house because it could turn into a messy sticky 


glue like substance when wet. | wonder if anyone was able to get it off the garage floor in our 
old house? 

| also ate water softner salt at a neighbor's house. | still recall how it burned going down. | 
often wonder whether that did any permanent damage? 

| also remember daring a little boy named Jason to drink a bottle of perfume :D. | did not 
think he actually would, but he did. Don't know how he felt later? 
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Monday, March 28, 2011 


Book Sale Bible 
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About 25 years ago at a Whittier Public Library Book Sale | purchased a bible for 50 cents. | 
bought it because | was so moved by the entries of the family births and deaths. Godfrey 
Engstrum died only 4 weeks after his birth at 2 am; very sad. There is no surname listed in 
the bible. Now with the help of the internet | am able to learn more about the family who 
owned this bible :). The inside cover reads "To Victor from Mother 1880." Using the name 
Victor, the childrens' names and their place of residence | was able to find the family on the 
1900 Census and discover their surname Engstrum. | found a biographical sketch for the 
Lawrence Emmanuel listed above at rootsweb.com 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wytttp/history/bartlett2/|_e_engstrum.htm 


| have also found Victor and his wife's tombstone picture at find-a-grave 
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Sunday, March 27, 2011 


Fun at the Cemetery... 


Elizabeth Taylor's burial at Forest Lawn Glendale brought back a lot of memories for my 
mother and |. My mother's family, the Forgeys, basically lived next door to Forest Lawn in the 
1930's. The cemetery was a source of entertainment for the family. My grandmother Forgey 
would take walks through the cemetery with her children. My grandmother Forgey loved the 
movies and occasionally they would spot a movie star visiting a grave or even see famous 
people attending a funeral. 

My mother and her siblings often played at the cemetery and sometimes took flowers off the 
graves and gave them to my grandmother :D. They could be naughty! One of the most 
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interesting stories is how they were locked in 
the cemetery when they stayed too long one 
evening. Sounds like the 5 Forgey children 4 
were having a jolly time stealing flowers etc. FLOWER THEFT 
and forgot the time. When they discovered iS A CRIME 
they got locked in they walked all over the PUNISHABLE BY 
cemetery looking for another way out. When it IMPRISONMENT 
started getting dark they became frightened GA MSS CODE oe PENAL CODE 802 
about bats possibly attacking them and 
ghosts coming out to the graves. My mother 
talked about how they started getting panicky 
and got their shoes stuck in the flower 
holders. Luckily my grandparents noticed their 
absence and contacted the cemetery 
attendant who searched for them. The group 
was very happy to see the attendant and they all piled into his truck. 


Saturday, March 26, 2011 


Picture Mystery and Future Book 


| have been doing some picture research using the 1930 Census for Glendale California. The 
picture above is a favorite of mine even though | don't know who the person is. It's a photo of 
a neighbor of my Forgey Family when they lived on Acacia Street in Glendale California. After 
looking at the Census I've narrowed down her identity to two possible neighbor girls Dorris 
M. Wollard b. 1922 or Mary Wright? My mother told me that there was a blood stain on that 
porch where she is sitting. There was a rumor that it was stained when someone died there? 
They could not get the stain off. 

| attended Lisa Alzo's webinar Life Stories: How to Write a Compelling Family History 

Narrative . It was very good! | really enjoyed it! If | can just get one more generation back on 
the Forgey line | will definitely write a digital book :). Her advice about using national, local 
and personal history will create a great frame work for the book. Using a timeline and having 
a goal in mind will also help steer me in the right direction. | might start laying out a book, but 
wait until | nail down the final generation before publishing. 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2011-05-02T 13:10:00-07:00&max-results=80&start=35&by-date=false 17/28 


1/18/24, 1:10 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


Friday, March 25, 2011 


Interesting Find 


Page 645 


Page 206 Deed of Garranty No. > = _. bPRS 
Hugh CRAWFORD, Seer. of Sallivas Ga., State of Franklin 
To Hugh CRAPFORD, June. of Sullivan Oo., State of Franklin 
bS current money of VA for 227 acres By estimation mm Sullivan Co., Sate of Frankiin 
AD): Jotm FORGES & Jom LOONEY 
WIT: Dees FORGEY, Saruel GAMBEL, William COPLAND 
HUGH CRAWFORD 
sce OO AWENON 


Holston Territory Genealogical Society 


| made this new find at google books. | have found a probate reference for a John Forgey on 
a Hawkins County TN Probate index in 1793. | wonder if the person referred to here as John 
Forges is the same person? Or is this transcription wrong and the person living adjacent to 
Hugh really Andrew Forgey? | need to locate the original deed. The lack of surviving records 
makes identification of John Forgey very difficult. There is only a reference to the probate the 
actual probate records no longer can be found. Who this John Forgey was and his 
relationship to the other Forgeys is a mystery? Definitely more research needs to be done in 
the deed records! 


Wednesday, March 23, 2011 


52 Weeks of Personal Genealogy & History- 
Movies 
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| would have to say that Gosford Park ties with Gone with the Wind as number 1 favorite 
movies. | also enjoyed the Harry Potter movies, and old classics such as A Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn and | Remember Mama. | never really enjoyed going to the movie theater to see a 
movie very much. I've always preferred the comfortable surroundings of home. My father 
wanted me to see his favorite childhood movie the Wizard Of OZ in a movie theater. He took 
me to the Star Movie Theater in La Puente in the 1970's, and | do remember enjoying that 
experience! My mother and her family went to that same theater to see movies in the 1940's 
and 1950's. Sadly it later became a XXX Theater. 


Tuesday, March 22, 2011 


Identifying Possible Sources & Inspiration 


| feel liked I've earned some fun reading time after that long research marathon :D. The 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2011-05-02T 13:10:00-07:00&max-results=80&start=35&by-date=false 19/28 


1/18/24, 1:10 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


The 


embedded preview above is one of the books | am 
really enjoying! Laura Ingles Wilder and her books 


AX ppa aC L ian sparked my interest in history and family history. | am 


— 


Fro nt { er. also reading The Appalachian Frontier. 

| have been also thinking about possible future 
research. Some thoughts about possible sources. | 
didn't know that Knox County was formed from portions 
Greene County and Hawkins County, TN. | should 
check Greene County records. 
| was also thinking | need to locate manuscript 
collections. 
Biographies for neighboring families might contain 
source material. 
More research in Court Records in both Randolph and 
Knox County, TN. 


| am always looking for cousins who may have sources in their homes. 

The TSLA has a manuscript collection 
http://www.tennessee.gov/tsla/history/manuscripts/manu.htm have not found the Surname 
Forgey mentioned in any of the family collections. 

More records collections in Tennessee: http: //www.tennessee.gov/tsla/aps/vce/vc- 
directoryacademic.pdf 

The Draper papers are an important Tennessee source http://arcat.library.wisc.edu/cgi- 
bin/Pwebrecon.cgi? 
SAB1=draper+manuscripts&BOOL1=as+a+phrase&FLD1=Keyword+Anywhere+%28GKEY%29 
&GRP1=AND+with+next+set&SAB2=&BOOL2=as+a+phrase&FLD2=Keyword+Anywhere+%2 
8GKEY%29&GRP2=AND+with+next+set&SAB3=&BOOL3=as+a+phrase&FLD3=Keyword+An 
ywhere+%28GKEY%29&PID=5767&SEQ=20051127172912&CNT=25&HIST=1 


Monday, March 21, 2011 


Genealogy Marathon 


Po 


Yesterday was the rainy Los Angeles Marathon. | feel like | have been on a genealogy 
marathon the last few months. After the holidays | plunged back into genealogy with full zeal. 
| joined the Second Life Genealogy community where | got many great tips and was inspired 
to make an extra effort to knock down my brickwalls. 
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My renewed zeal has paid off :D! | have made great progress on my brickwalls and met 
several goals this year already. Since receiving the sources from Scotland a couple of weeks 
ago | have put in many hours a day verifying these sources. It's been a real genealogy 
marathon. | met my goal regarding finding the source for the marriage of Hugh Forgey 
and Catherine Fisher (which was the will). 
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so they were likely missed for that 
reason. Sadly that was the only 
Census the entire family would have appeared on. Fred Mason died of TB in 1917. | found 
his widow Helen listed in 1923. It lists her as widow of Fred. 


Ma whet igi! Harear Vo mceh ri2t Ardmore os eh 
+ Co Wiel tis = Hattle Mee tiramkr 13992 Giles ay|" Koto tot 


xsi! Helen ‘(wid Fred) b851 W_ 43d y)|!' Laura at 
yan 78D SUKs), * Holen slsidy Lalter Bide Stores tin F.c0 doco 
Mason) clectiy 4611 Ind ay ‘aot 


' Henrietta (wid Wm) b592) Siw aes 4 


Montrose ar Bar ae A : " Yeon $ t 

' Hy therhart av “ 5 i 
f ge LAWS tty tan 4901S Dearb ms Se 
\_ Pres, Charlos|| Hy lub 12124 S Dearl av " Lele R 
Chicago Office! Ely Inb H3750 Fed Mir Ca 
Mark Lawyers|| Hy Inb h606 EB 42d " Tetha doe 
{ Bide tit wi! Uy lab bl7od Pultoa  Lewts FE 
7390 Hy trostr W2229 Milw ar Feder! 

Ify 15 (Mason Bros) h180 KR Supriw powts 

IL CO, tial ty i (Maton Brow) et | Mek 


Sunday, March 20, 2011 


This Just In.... 
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The reason John Fisher could not act 
as executor for his father Archibald is 
he was "killed when stabbed in the 
back by Michael Dillngham in a 
dispute arising over a card game." He 
died on 20 Dec 1804 in Hopkinsville 
KY. 


When | finally got my hands on the envelope from the Randolph County Clerks office | 
RIPPED IT OPEN! It did read as | hoped that Catherine Forgey was the daughter of 
Archibald Fisher here is an excerpt: 
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However as | read on | became very confused again because a paragraph after the will 
stated that Archibald Fisher died intestate??? Didn't | just read the will :D? This was cleared 
up on the third page when the administrator John Beard stated the following "Archibald 
Fisher....appointed his son John Fisher Executor of the said will + the said John dying before 
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the death of the said Arch the subscriber did not believe it necessary to prove the said will but 
having been lately informed that the said will aught to have been proved + letters of 
adminstration granted..." (can't make out the rest). So the will was later brought to the court 
and filed in the Deed book L. 


The moral is there still may be a will even if the person was said to have died intestate. 


Saturday, March 19, 2011 


Sorry Wrong Office 


I originally contacted the wrong office for a copy of Archibald's Will.| I forgot to call them off the search, SORRY! 
Anyway she agreed with me that the file in her office seems to point to NO Will. The 22 pages of documents which were 


filed in a box are difficult to interpret. They do use the term Executor which points to a Will? As the email states below 
there seems to a reference to the absence of a Will? 


I thought I was losing my mind when I missed the existence of a will :D. It makes me feel better that the Clerk of the 
Court was confused too :D. 


"To date I have found a will for Archibald Fisher who died Sept. 18, 1878. I have found a file for an Archibald Fisher who 
likely died in 1805 but there is no will. There is a Court document that seems to refer to the absence of a will. I could 
provide that record to you. There is a cost of $4.00 for the search of that year and a cost of $2.00 for the copies that 


would be needed (4 page document). You can send a check of money order made payable to the Randolph County Circuit 
Clerk and I will forward the document to you." 


Barb Brown 
Clerk of the Court 


HOPE TO GET A LETTER FROM THE CORRECT OFFICE SOON!!! 


Friday, March 18, 2011 


Decisions and Discrepancies 
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| MADE 120 


DECISIONS TODAY... 
ALL OF THEM 


Pondering some new facts that have come to light. Someone badly miscalutated the date 
that my great-grandmother Isis Browning-Forgey wrote the letter | transcribed below. They 
had 15 Nov 1907. | never noticed that before. | knew that Isis was born on 27 Nov 1869 
according to her death Certificate. She said she was writing the letter the day before 
Thanksgiving and her birthday. | looked to see what day Thanksgiving fell on in 1907. It fell 
on the 28th. So it looks like | might have the wrong day of birth for her? | guess | should track 
down more sources for her birth date. 

| did do some Patrick Mullen research. | am searching for a death record using the Civil 
Registration Index for Ireland at Familysearch.org. | thought there was just one possibility but 
actually there are 3 :(. One is for a Pat Mullin which is the way he sometimes signed his 
name. 


Patrick Mullen 
Tuarn 
DEATHS 


Apr -— jun 1927 


nance 


Pat Mullin 
Tuam 
DEATHS 
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ame Patrick Mullin 
ution districe Tuam 
eventtype DEATHS 
registration quarter and year! Apr —Jjun 1932 
estimated birth year’ 1855 
age (atdeath): 77 
mother’s maiden name 
filmnumber 101739 


enumber, 4 
1 number 259 
umber 4202046 


mage number’ 00083 


Thursday, March 17, 2011 


Happy St. Patrick's Day! 


Planning on doing some Patrick 
Mullen research today. | believe | may 
have found his death date on the 
familysearch index for 1929? Both 
Patrick and Mary Mullen were alive in 
1911, see census below. Hoping that 
the 1926 Census for Ireland is 
released soon :)! 
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http:/Awww.census.nationalarchives.ie/ 
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Wednesday, March 16, 2011 


52 Weeks of Personal Genealogy & History- 
II]Iness and Injury 


Written by my great grandmother Isis Browning-Forgey (pictured with her sister right, 
right) 

Ewing, Jackson County Indiana Nov. 27 1907 (she died a few months later of TB) 

"| am writing these few lines this beautiful morning to express my 
last wants and wishes as to who of my friends | wish to take 
possession of my remains after my Spirit has flown to a world 
unknown where the veil shall be lifted and what has been such 
mysteries in this world to us will be revealed and the mist shall be 
cleared away and we shall know as we are known. And our Dear 
Savior has told us in my father's house are many mansions. If it 
were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a place for you, 
so that where | am, there you may be also. Now | am going to tell 
the wish that is dearest to my heart of anything in this world is that 


some sweet day | may be able to stand on the banks of the New 

Jerusalem and clasp glad hands with each and everyone that is near and dear to me in this 
world. Husband and children, mother, sisters, brothers, neighbors and friends wherever they 
may be scattered over this great world of ours. | ask each and every one of you that have 
been mentioned in these lines where | have asked you as my last requests to see to my 
wishes when | am no more, for each and every one to ever be ready to speak a kind and 
cheering word to companion my children and put out a hand to check them if you see they 
are drifting away. Stop and ask them if they have forgotten all Mother's advice and teachings. 
Under the circumstances that came in contact with my short life here, | have done my best to 
make them know and understand that each of us has a soul to save and each of us has to 
save ourselves. Day before Thanksgiving and | am feeling weak and bad, had a bad night of 


it last night. Tomorrow will be my 38th birthday, the last one | ever expect to see. The ones | 
have selected to get me ready for burial are Eunice Hudson, Florence Hughes, Mary Bell, 
Bell Bower. My clothes will all be ready except dress and slippers. | want a black robe, to not 
cost over $15.00 and black cloth slippers. My casket | want to be neat , but not too 
expensive. | prefer Mr. Zable as undertaker. | want to be taken to the Methodist church. As 
my pall bearers | want Rose Jackson, Addie Parker, Laura Braden, Ella Mann, Rose 
Myers,and Laura Rotert. For ushers | want Sherman Jackson and Sam Braden. | want 
Charlie Tinch to play the organ. | want him to select his own choir and songs. | want all my 
near relatives and friend notified. | don't want to be put away too quick or kept too long. | 
want Alice Braden to stay with Inez every bit she possibly can and cheer her up so she won't 
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feel so lonesome. 


Tell them all not to grieve for me unnecessarily. | would rather have Brother Smith than any 
minister | know of, but if it is not convenient to get him, the Methodist preacher at Freetown 
will do. | would not like to be buried in the new Freetown cemetery. | would much rather be 
put in the old one, although if they want to put Mona there they may lay me beside her. The 


chapter | want read is the and chapter of First Corinthians." 


Tuesday, March 15, 2011 


What other records are available? 


| was able to locate another bit of info which was listed on group sheet Archibald's daughter's 
grave Mary Fisher-Steele. It says that she was born 61 years and five months before her 
death on 18 May 1819. She is older than | estimated her sister Catherine Fisher-Forgey to 
be. 

| have been looking for more info on available records for Tennessee. | have found this 
outline to be the best so far http://jefferson.tngenealogy.net/research-aids/56-research- 
guidance/547-research-in-early-tennessee-records-by-prentiss-price . If anyone has an 
outline with more resources please let me know? 


1. | have looked at New Providence Presbyterian Church records for Hawkins County, TN 
(which Brian French transcribed) 

. Court minutes for both Knox County and Hawkins County. 

. Land records for both Hawkins and Knox. 

. Marriage Records for all of Tennessee 

. Cemetery Records available on internet for all of Tennesseee 

. The Newspaper the Knoxville Gazette 

. Partial Taxlists Knox and Hawkins Counties 

. Published Reynold Family Letters and the writings of Hugh Forgey Crawford (Forgey was 
his middle-name; transcribed by Kenneth Edmondson) 


ONO OA FW DY 
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annettekapple@gmail.com Dashboard Sign Out 


AK'S Genealogy Research 


| am using this blog to record my genealogy research progress. My research at this point is 
concentrated in Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky and Pennsylvania records. Since many of my 


ancestors ended up in the Midwest and West my research sometimes takes me in that 
direction. | also research Irish records. 


Home My Pedigree Charts Research Goals 


Monday, March 14, 2011 


Archibald Fisher Timeline 


Search This 
Blog 


My Blog List 
Waiting for mail again :D! It sounds like the Will is the only source document regarding the 
marriage of Hugh Forgey and Catherine Fisher. The Archibald Fisher Will is going to be a 


Geneabloggers 
great source document, and may have some additional leads. Anxious to get it! 


Blogiversary 
Made the following timeline based on internet research using the Robert Crawford Robertson sta a ae 
group sheet sources (I just noticed that Archibald has a wife named Jane in 1777): Family Tree 
Kegley's Virginia frontier: the beginning of the Southwest 2 days ago 
Page 357» ANT 
reoruary 1%, t/0/, 40mm Stier —-SUurVEy, 10% NCES On CHLaAWwne, : 
February 18, 1767, Francis Smith—Survey, 154 Dill’s R ' 
Scksaas 24, 1707, Joseph MeMustzy toa Patton's pelosi 221/18; Arlene Eakle's 
107 acres on John's Creek of Craig's Creek. Au. D, Bk. 13, 204, Tennessee Blog 
March 3, 1767, Archibald Fisher from James McAfee and Jennet, £55, The DAR. The 
150 acres on Catawba of James River, joining Jolin Bryan, opposite the mouth , 


of Holston’s Branch, Au, D. Bk. 13, 211, WPA, and your 


Genealogy 
3 years ago 
Page 466 
Willkam McClanahan — 78 acres on bath sufes ol Catawba, Archibald 
Fisher — 34 Followers 
acres on both sides of Catawba: Francis Smith — 165 acres on branch of 


Catawba 


Chronicles of the Scotch -Irish Settlement in Virginia 
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May, 1768 (A). 


Israei Christian vs, William Curry.—Defendant near Staunton. Account 

Same vs. William McChntock.—Account, 

Archibald Fisher and Susanna, his wife, administratrix of Matt Shaddon, 
vs. James Robinson.—vth August, 1766. Susanna Shaddon (alias Fisher), 
administratrix of Mathew Shaddon swears that her late hushand stated the 
account vs. James Robinson. The money was due from George Robinson, 


deceased and wae never maid 


Kegley's Virginia frontier: the beginning of the Southwest 


Page 473 » 

Maren 6, 1//%. Willam Wills, trom George Patterson and Margaret 
305 weres on Catawba, 

May 13, 1777. William Webb, from Patton's Exeeutors—1446 acres on a 
branch of Catawba 

December 9, 1777. Samuel Phillips, from Archibald Fisher and Jane 
150 acres on Catawba, 

December 19, 1777. Andrew Wilson, from Joseph Cloyd—40 seres on 


It sounds like Archibald Fisher received a warrant for land in Sullivan County, TN in 1780. 
He received a grant for land in Sullivan County, TN in 1784. 
He sold this land in 1788: william Gross in 1788 paid Archibald Fisher "130 pounds cash" for 300 acres in Hawkins 
County. 


Sunday, March 13, 2011 


Special Report 


The Will | am looking for is not in the Will book but the deed book. "The early deed books 
contain some marriages, wills, powers of attorney." Deed book L covers the time period in 
question Deeds v. L-M 1804-1815. Will book L covers the wrong time period. 

I've been reading through the 22 pages of probate documents | have. Archibald Fisher's 
estate was handled initially like an intestate probate. Evidently a Will was discovered at some 
point and recorded with the deeds. 


Will or Administration? ??? 
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As | noted a few days ago Robert Crawford Robertson stated that one of his sources was a 
copy of Archibald's Will. A year ago | received 22 pages of what | thought was an intestate 
administration? Oddly the reference | found to Hugh Forgey did mention a Will? So | had felt 
that maybe | had not received everything available, which has now been confirmed. | found 
another reference to a Will yesterday at google books, see snippet Below ( from Branching 
out from St. Clair County, Illinois, page 101). According to that the names of Archibald's sons- 
in-law are mentioned. At least | infer that two are because of what | have and this reference? 
Friday afternoon | emailed the Randolph County Court House and hope to receive a reply 
tomorrow. 


of John STEELE. Notes on John STEELE appeared in Vol. 7, Noe 2 of 
“Branching Out’" on page 50-51, Mra, SPURGEON's Letter follows: 


“In order to clear up the question aa to the maiden nase of John 
STUELE’a wife, I an attaching copy of the wiliof Archibald PISHER, 
then a resident of Springfield Twp., (near the present day Bliis 
Grove) Rando County, Territory of Indiana» This man died in 


Iuna af IRAG at hie hamea an Nine Wile Creasy neecumahiv a varu ald 


Saturday, March 12, 2011 


Tracking Down Sources 


| have been earnestly tracking down the sources listed on that family group sheet | received. 
| took a break this morning and attended a webinar titled "Reasonably Exhaustive Search?". 
It was very good and that is certainly my goal. 

| have been surprisingly successful tracking down the sources using the internet alone. 

After locating and reading the passage, on page 313 of A Combined History of Randolph, 
Monroe and Perry Counties, I/, | have had to change my opinion regarding whether Archibald 
was born in Scotland. | now believe it is more likely than not that he was born there: 
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daughter of Stacy MeDonough before mentioned. Mra. 
Milligan was born March 17ch, I808,0n the old McDonough 
place within a mile of where she now lives. He served in 
the Black-Hawk war. One of the early settlers in the 
vicinity of Ellis Grove, was William Fisher, a son of Archi- 
bald Fisher, who came from Scotland to America some time 
before the Revolutionary war, and settled first in South 
Carolins and afterward in Tennessee, where his son William 
married Ann White. He was the futher of the Archibald 
Fisher, who received his grandfather's name, and was born 
in Tennessee. In 1304 William Fisher moved to Randolph 
county, Ifieois, and settled a few miles northeast of Ellis 
Grove. Archibald was at this time a boy of three years 
The Bollinger Family were among the early settlers of Ran- 
dolph county. They were natives of Tennessee, where they 
were a numerous and well known family, Daniel Bollinger 
oume with bis father to Ellis Grove mbout 1828. In 1873 
he opened a store in Ellis Grove. In IS74 he was appoint: 
ed past-master, 

Flisha and Edward Sevmour came to Randalnh eoninty 


Friday, March 11, 2011 


Analysis 


lived round the Tennessee head-waters, and also in 
direct communication with North Carolina, to which 
State they belonged. It was not until 1779 that a 
portion of these Holston people moved to the bend 
of the Cumberland River and started a new com- 


| 've been analyzing the info | received yesterday. It was my understanding that the Stanley 
Valley TN area was originally part of North Carolina. Since receiving the info yesterday | have 
a different understanding. That area was also in the legal jurisdiction of Virginia. 

Robert Crawford Robertson sent a family group sheet with some sources to Scottish 
Genealogist Donald White in 1963. Some thoughts: 


1. | don't feel like he has proven that Archibald Fisher came from Scotland. If he had 
proof it has not been shared here. Archibald may have come from Ireland? 


2. He doesn't provide sources for all marriages. 
3. He was not able to link children to any specific mother. 


4. | was able to find Archibald Fitcher (Fisher) listed on a transcription for the 1777 
petition at the website http://robertson-ancestry.com/1777-pet.htm 


Thursday, March 10, 2011 


I Got Mail! 
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Received the letter | was waiting for from Scotland, YEAH! Much quicker than | expected :). It 
only took 3 days. | now realize that | didn't get the full probate record for Archibald Fisher last 
year. | received the probate documents from Box 37. The researcher who provided the info 
for the book had pages 1 and 2 from Record book L. So | will need to try to locate this 
Record Book. The odd thing is this book looks like it is from the 20th Century? 
The references Robert Crawford Robertson used: 
1. Chronicles of the Scotch -Irish Settlement in Virginia Vol. pgs 140, 345, 351 + 353. Vol 3 
pgs. 127+450. 

Lyman Chalkley. Commonwealth Printing Co., Rosalyn, Va 
2. Washington Co. Va. Petition to the Va. House of Delegates, 6 Nov 1777. The East. Tenn. 
Hist. Soc. 

Pvt., Knoxville, Tenn. no 21 (1949) p 103-4. 
3. Marriage bond between Archibald Fisher and Elizabeth Sharp. 11 Dec 1797, Knoxville, 
Tenn. 

(photostat in possession of the person submitting this sheet) 
A. Illustrated Historical Atlas Map of Randolph Co., Ill P 54. W. R. Briute + Co. 1875 
5. Continued History of Randolph , Monroe and Perry Cos., Ill. p 313. J. L. Mc Donnogh + 


Co. 1883 

6. Will of Archibald Fisher. Record Book L, p 1-2, Records Office, Chester (Randolph Co) Ill., 
K 

7. Records for the Term of Court, Christian Co., Ky. Mar 1805. Gisher- Dillingham P 156- 
163. Court 


House, Hopkinsville, Ky. 
8. Pioneer Families of Randolph + Perry Counties, Illinois (corrected copies only - p 33 a) 
Privately printed Robert Crawford Robertson M.D. 1961. 


Archibald Fisher lived in Augusta Co. VA, 1767- 1773 where he owned land; in Stanley 
Valley, Hawkins Co., Tenn. (then Washington Co. Va.) where he owned land in 1777 signed 
the second petition to Va. by north of Holston (River) men? ; in Knoxville, Tenn. where he ? 
(4)+ owned land; and abt. 1802 moved to Randolph Co., Ill., settling in Springfield Township 
on nine mile creek just west of Kaskaskia River near the present town of Ellis Grove, where 
he developed a farm + died. 


Wednesday, March 9, 2011 


Sorting through old emails 
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At the Sunday Second Life genealogy discussion Clarise suggested connecting genealogy 
emails with families and individuals in your Genealogy Software program etc. | have been 
very bad when it comes to managing my email accounts :(. So | have thousands of emails in 
4 accounts. Most of these are in the inbox. | am now forwarding most mail to gmail. | have 
now set up email filters at gmail to filter unwanted mail from certain addresses. | have also 
set up family folders, or as gmail calls them labels, for each family plus a general genealogy 
folder. | plan on keeping the boxes tidy now :D. 

lam now going to read through and copy them to my genealogy program notes. | have 
messages going back to 1999. An example of some great info | received via email, from 
Ireland, with wonderful family info: 

Hello. My name is John Huane. | am 13 years old.| am the son of Patrica and John Huane.After 
searching through your website | discovered | am a desendent of James Huane,Shanballybocht.He was 
my great,great,great grandad.His son Stephen is my great,great grandad and is buried in 
shanballybocht.He had a son called Thomas.He was mygreat grandad.He married Katie and they had 6 
children. Treasa,Patrick, Thomas,Stephen,James and John.My grandad was John.He married Nora and 
they had 5 children. Thomas,Celia,Mary,Peter-James and John.They also had another son that died 
after birth.My dad is John who married Patrica and they have two children, me and my sister Niamh. If 


you want more imfortmation just email. Thanks very much.John 


Tuesday, March 8, 2011 


In Search of Cousins 


I'm always looking to make contact with cousins. You never now what you will find. One of my 
distant cousins was executed (see death cert. below). 

I've been tracking down all of the children of Andrew Forgey and two other men | believe to 
be his brothers. | have had no luck tracking down descendants of James D. Owens. 
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Andrew Forgey Cousin Contact List (Since Andrew Forgey had 15 children | still have 
many descendants to find) 
Descendants of 


1. James Forgey 

2. Elizabeth Anne Forgey 
3. Amos Forgey 

4. John Forgey 

5. Elias Forgey 

6. Clark Forgey 


Archibald Forgey Cousin Contact List: 
Descendants of: 


1. John A. Forgey 
2. Eleanor Forgey 


3. George Forgey 


Monday, March 7, 2011 


52 Weeks of Personal Genealogy & History: 
Disasters 
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The picture above was taken in 1931 in Glendale California. California a place with it's share 
of natural disasters. My grandparent's Charles and Graciela Forgey settled in San Pedro 
California in 1925. 

My grandmother Graciela (pictured left back row, see above) being a native of disaster prone 
Nicaragua often talked about the Volcano Momotombo which erupted in 1905 when she was 
a teenager. She remembered the ash raining down. However my favorite story was related to 
an earthquake she experienced when she was a teenager. My grandmother tended to be 

a high strung person (a trait | inherited from her). So | can imagine her panic when the earth 
started moving violently. She was in her family's home when the quake struck. When 
everything started coming down around her she began running for the door; the only thing 
she could grab was a picture of the Virgin Mary from the wall. When everything calmed down 
she noticed it was NOT a picture of the Virgin Mary after all , it was a picture of Simon Bolivar 
:D. Her family wondered of all things why would she save a picture of Simon Bolivar? They 
had a great laugh about it. | have always wondered what she did see in that picture? Was it 
some kind of apparition??? 


Sunday, March 6, 2011 


Second Look Sunday 


Sunday is a nice quiet day for taking a second look at some websites. When one of 
my Facebook friends found a War of 1812 land warrant image in the image patent section of 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2011-03-15T 11:00:00-07:00&max-results=80&start=65&by-date=false 8/14 


1/18/24, 1:09 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 
the BLM GLO database | took a second look and found this warrant for Andrew's probable 
brother Archibald Forgey. 
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| am not finding very much when | retry searches at ancestry and Familysearch . If you are 
past the vital records and the census stage these databases become a little less helpful. 
Family search however has now become very helpful regarding Nicaraguan records which | 
can't access any other way. Google books has become extremely helpful, specifically with 
county histories. 

Time to do some re-researching :D. | think | will take a look again at the 1830 Census and 
make sure Hugh Forgey is not on it. 


Saturday, March 5, 2011 


Where to next? 


Next Je 


Hello Annette, 
Thank you for your payment, the information you requested will be posted to you on the 6 march ‘11 
Regards 


Jan Rea 


I just received this reply from the Scottish Genealogy Society regarding the source material I 
requested. Unfortunately it may take some time to get reply so I am brainstorming about 
other avenues of research in the mean time. It does appear that earlier researchers on the 
Forgey line have seen documents that I have not located. I have no idea what what the 
sources are? Need the marriage source for Hugh Forgey and Catherine Fisher, and names of 
children. 
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1. Ihave searched all of the microfilms available from FHCs for Hawkins and Knox County, 
Tennessee, Lee County, VA and Scott County, VA for the time period in question. 

2. I've also written to the Knox County Archives and received documents from their indexed 
sources (unfortunately not all records are indexed), 

3. Of course I've done many hours of internet research :D. 


What Next? 

1. Keep researching on internet :D! 

2. Catherine Fisher's father Archibald did leave probate records in Randolph County Illinois. 
He did mention her husband Hugh Forgey, but not Catherine. There may be more documents 
which I have not found, such as Court minutes? 

3. I believe an Archibald Forgey may be my Andrew Forgey's brother. I found out from the 
BLM GLO that Archibald Forgey served in the War of 1812. I may find something more 
about his origins in those records? 

4. [have not visited Tennessee and believe this might be the best way to solve this problem. 


Friday, March 4, 2011 


Working the problem 


| have been working the Andrew Forgey parent problem from several angles. Collecting as 
much as | can from records generated in his lifetime is one strategy. The only thing | have 
gleaned from this is the fact that he was born in Tennessee, he consistently stated this in 
every census. | have located his obituary in the Davenport lowa Democrat which states he 
was born in Knox County, Tennessee. 

Another strategy has been to trace all 15 of his children in hopes that they may have 
mentioned the names of Andrew's parents. | have located some county history bios and 
obits. Only Elias mentions his father's origins: 


parents being Andrew J. and Ann (Roller) 
Forgey, natives of Tennessee and West Vir- 


ginia, respectively. When quite young he came 


So Elias echoes his father's Tennessee origins. | am glad that | tracked down the original 
book because a transcription | found somewhere else was wrong. | found out that if you 
request a copy of a page from a book it is best to use the librarian chat feature if it is 
available. The librarian scanned the page for me and | got it in an hour :D. 

I've also worked the problem by searching his stated Tennessee birthplace records. By 
process of elimination | came up with Hugh Forgey and Catherine Fisher as probable 
parents. | have not found Catherine Fisher in any records generated during her lifetime. | 
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have only found her mentioned in Donald Whyte's A Dictionary of Scottish Emigrants to the 
USA and Palma Carmen Scheumack's Reynolds family letters with the journal of Robert 
Bannon Reynolds. 
| have been able to find Hugh Forgey's probable father in records generated during his 
lifetime here is a timeline based on those 
records: http://sites.google.com/site/theforgeys/hugh-forgey-timeline-begins-1786-ends- 
1809 There are no censuses for eastern Tennessee before 1830. 


Thursday, March 3, 2011 


Waiting for mail 


| am waiting for a letter from the Scottish Genealogy Society in Edinburgh, Scotland. | found 
a reference to Catherine Fisher, wife of Hugh Forgey, in Donald Whyte's A dictionary of 
Scottish emigrants to the USA. A book | found at Google books. The author deposited his 
source material at the Scottish Genealogy Society library. | requested a copy of the source 
material for Catherine Fisher and her father Archibald Fisher. | am hoping it contains leads to 
more info. | am still searching for a record of the marriage of Hugh Forgey and Catherine 
Fisher, and a list of the names of their children. They lived in Hawkins County and Knox 
County, TN in the late 1700's and early 1800's. 


FINNY, Alexander (Rev.} From Aberdeen. Son of William F., merchant. 
To Brandon, Virginia, before 1755, Clergyman. (5.H.) 16 


1643 


Virginia, 
issue: (1) 
“kh (4) 


Mary (q.¥.); (5) Catherine (q.v.); (6) Nancy (q.¥.) (D.C., 26 Dec., 1963) 
Nancy {q,¥.) (D.C., 26 Dec., 1963) 1644 
FISHER, Archibald, aged 35. from OSreadalbane, Perthshire. To New 
York on Lilly, €x Greenock, 14 Apr., 1775. Farmer, Wife and 5 children 
withhim, (T. 47/12) 1645 
FISHER, Catherine, born ca, 1760. Daughter of Archibald F. (q.¥.) Setcled 
Augusta County, Virginia, before (1767. M. Hugh Forgey. (D.C., 16 Dec., 
1963) 1646 
FISHER, Donald. Probably from tslay, Grocher of Margaret F. (q.¥.) 
widow McNaughton, To Selem, Massachusetts before 1750. Moved to 
Pawlet, Vermont. (M.5., i, 130) 1647 
FISHER, Donald, aged 26. From Breadaibane, Perthshire. To New York 
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| was able to quickly trace my Grandfather Rudoph Kapple or Koppel's family in Austria using 
the hints from the Burgenland Bunch website. | am now working on the Forgey and Owens 
lines. | believe that Hugh Forgey and Catherine Fisher are parents of Andrew Forgey b. 1794 
Tennessee he later migrated to Indiana, then lowa where he died. Circumstantial evidence, 
naming patterns and proximity , point to Hugh Forgey and Catherine Fisher as parents. Also 
an autosomal DNA test seems to point in that direction. Just waiting for more records to 
surface. 

On the Owens side there is confusion about which James Owens was named in John and 
Susannah Owens probate records. | believed my James D. Owens is named as their son, the 
descendants of another James Owens believes it is their ancestor. Both James lived in 
Bracken County, KY and state they were born in PA. Both were roughly the same age. The 
basis for my claim is naming patterns. 

Since very few records were kept at these early dates in Kentucky and Tennessee | have had 
to rely on unconventional sources. 


bn 1708, Thornes Brcehears of Brecken Co, KY, gave hie power 
18 atoriey te Aernens Onwrris f deweeeraee Can, KV, tes levee, 
ae for, Crscrmen, cata reser cmythanay watts remy Day chae 

Dron thee reutaaty cof ammeee Cheep, Lathe cal fe they cf A, 


at minameister 


https://annettekapple.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2011-03-15T 11:00:00-07:00&max-results=80&start=65&by-date=false 12/14 


1/18/24, 1:09 PM AK'S Genealogy Research 


Tuesday, March 1, 2011 


My Research Blog 


| will use this blog to record my research progress. I've been researching since 1999. | live in 
Southern California (Whittier). Most of my ancestors, at some point, lived in the Midwest. My 
grandmother Graciela Del Castillo-Forgey was a native of Nicaragua where she married my, 
Indiana native and US Marine, Grandfather Charles Forgey. My grandfather Rudolph Kapple 
was a native of Inzenhof, Austria; he later settled in the Chicago Illinois area. My great-grand 
mother Helen Mullen-Mason was a native of Galway Ireland later settling in Chicago, Illinois. 


Pedigree Chart - Annette D. KAPPLE 25 January 2011 
Chett = I K 1 
No Ses fischeri tteseme'asn on wre S Fanos Koppe' 
16 Christian K. 
& 7 Dec 1820 =) Anne Sebuhar 
p Frank lor K a ¢ 
blk sore hep v4 Josephus Bierbauer 
& Bowm-Godoe Vat Hangar | 1! Maria Bierbauer | ee. 
i mm 23 inl 1998 te abe 1851 + Jeliana Wagner 
4 Rudotpa Christian Kapple | p. Adentown, Lehigh, Pa s a 
2 19 Age 1908 26h) 1507 : wo Petrus Kurta 
p Mote, Hnergary pe Chacage, Cotte, IL, UIA iedanos Kure 
na te | Mar RSD vw Anne Maik 
’ | 9 Maria Karte © 10 sel 1039 
#31 May 197) te 12 Sep 1879 os Josephus Jeszt 
yp Kankakes, Kankokees, 1 pe Bowos-Godoc, Var, Hungary | 12 Amna Joss sica wens 
= 10 Aup 1957 & 1] Aue LESS oe Mar 
2 Robert KAPPLE rp #17 ii 1917 
}® © Pierre MASSON 
le 2oPeter MASON 
lv & 19 Oe 1k «: Aurelie LAMIMERT 
le 10 Fred Augustus MASON @ 30 Aug 1899 
| [ue 29 fess 1872 2 William F, OWENS 
|? & Mattean, Coles Co, 0 LUMAR EOFS 
| me 90 fed 1908 b 17 Dec 1852 ©) Naney HICKS 
Dorothy Winifred MASON | 9. Checapo, Conk Go, ti 17 ton 1034 
* 27 Ger 1902 | © 9 Now 1917 . +4 Patrick MULLEN 
+ Chirane, Cook Cn, 5 Chicago, Cock On, o2 Patrick MULLEN 
4:7 Now 1591 errr te e 
&. Arcadia, Loa Angeles Ce | 1) Helen MULLEN Z 
b& 26 Dee 13h ¢ Thoteas HUVANE 
| t Annette D, RAPPLE @ Puturarick, Co Galwwy, Inataed 72 Mary HUVANE 
it © 2h May 190 bh abe 1855 = 
ip ph El Monte, Loe Angeles, Ca e 
le at Andrew FORGEY 
lp ot Hugh FORGEY 
l¢ t 28 Mie 1817 49 Anns ROLLER 
fe 12 William Wray FORGEY | ¢ 26 Noo TRAD 
[he 38 May 1862 so Anderson WRAY 
| » lackaon County, Indiaca ze Elizabeth WRAY 
om 22 fen 1890 & 20 Sep 1538 4: Sarah CAMPBELL 
eChartes Lymm FORGEY | 5. fackesar: County, Indiana € 19 Apr 1595 
© U) Dee (89S | € 20 Dee 1933 ‘2 Nathan BROWNING 
> Srowrtown, Tackoon, Iedkers |p Secksor: County, Indus me Richaré BROWNING 
wm 10 Jan 1959 | & 14 Dee 1822 {ss Obedience MC PIKE 
9) Rdena Winktiees {2 This Minerva BROWNING | « 4 the 100) 
£38 Sep 1976 t& 1) Nev 1369 84 Jesse CALLAHAN 
& Lew Angeles Cotforsia » lacksoo County, Indeace a Mary Awe CALLAHAN 
© 7 Fee 1908 t 17 Feb 1850 s Eve URMA 
1 Edna Fay FORGEY & fackson County, Indisea # 19 Dec 19:9 
” 
; * 
2 ® 
: 4 Nicasio DEL CASTILLO |» 
it = 
. FS) 
|" h » 
? Graciela DEL CASTILLO | , ‘ 
le 2 
’ = 
| b a 
1) Elena GARICA : 
‘ uN 
P 3 
. b kod 
e ‘ 
1 
RootaMagic Eos onhals (www RootnMage corn} 
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